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Shiv Sena, PDP also support Kovind
Venkaiah reaches out to regional parties; SP leader says Meira Kumar will be a good candidate
Deve Gowda, DMK leader
M.K. Stalin, PMK leader Anbumani Ramadoss and PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti.
An official release said Mr.
Gowda told Mr. Naidu that
his son and party leader H.D.
Kumaraswamy was away on
tour and the matter would
be discussed on his return.
Mr. Stalin and Mr. Ramadoss
too said that they would discuss the matter with their
parties, it added.

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi

Lalu Prasad’s kin
face benami law
NEW DELHI

The Income-Tax Department
has charged six family
members of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad, including wife, son
and daughters, under the
stringent anti-benami assets
law as part of its probe into
land deals worth ₹1,000
crore.
NEWS
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Even as the Shiv Sena and
the Peoples Democratic
Party supported the candidature of BJP’s presidential
nominee Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday, the Opposition
was still in talks over its proposed joint candidate against
Mr. Kovind.
Meanwhile, Union Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu
reached out to several regional parties for their
support.
Samajwadi Party MP
Naresh Agrawal batted for
former Union Minister Meira
Kumar, a Dalit leader and
daughter of the late Jagjivan
Ram.
“Our party will take a final
decision after the June 22
meeting. But my personal
view — it is not the party’s
view — is that Meira Kumar
can be a good candidate,”

More support: BJP’s presidential candidate Ram Nath Kovind
leaves the Bihar Niwas in New Delhi on Tuesday. R.V. MOORTHY
*

Mr. Agrawal told The Hindu
over the phone.
Interestingly, while SP patriarch Mulayam Singh Yadav
has expressed his support
for the NDA candidate, his
party is yet to take an official
stand.
Opposition leaders, however, said they would an-

nounce a name only after
their meeting on June 22 at
4.30 p.m.
The government, on its
part, stepped up its efforts
for wider support for Mr.
Kovind, with Mr. Venkaiah
Naidu talking to former
Prime Minister and Janata
Dal (Secular) leader H.D.

‘Chautala positive’
It also said that Om Prakash
Chautala of the INLD, whom
Mr. Naidu met, “responded
positively.”
The BJP’s Jammu and
Kashmir ally PDP extended
its support to Mr. Kovind.
The decision, according to
PDP leaders, was taken after
Ms. Mufti held consultations
with party leaders.
Opposition sources said
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It’s a stretch

Woman
abducted,
gangraped
Noida

Room for
rethink on
Jadhav: Basit
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

INTERVIEW 쑺 PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
BJP GETS BUSY WITH
PAPER WORK 쑺 PAGE 10

Staff reporter

Abdul Basit.

Pakistan will not execute
Kulbhushan Jadhav, the
former naval officer convicted on terror charges,
until the process in the International Court of Justice
is over, Pakistan’s High
Commissioner Abdul Basit
has said.
“We would like this process to be over quickly, but
until [it does], we are committed,” he told The Hindu
in an interview.
India went to the ICJ at
The Hague on May 8 to appeal against the death sentence handed to Mr.
Jadhav.
Mr. Basit said Mr. Jadhav
could appeal for clemency
first to Army chief Gen.
Qamar Bajwa and President Mamnoon Hussain if
his appeal was rejected by
the Court of Appeals. “So
there is room for a rethink
there.”

that the names of former
West Bengal Governor Gopalkrishna Gandhi and
Prakash Ambedkar, grandson of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
have
been
informally
discussed.
While CPI (M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury said
talks on many names were
on with Opposition parties,
CPI leader S. Sudhakar
Reddy was quoted by PTI as
saying:
“Gopalkrishna
Gandhi’s name was put forward in a different situation.
At that time, we wanted the
BJP to adopt it. Now, when
the Opposition has to decide, we have to decide from
a different angle.”
(With inputs from Renni
Abraham in Mumbai and
Peerzada Ashiq in Srinagar)

Healthy moves: Minister of State for External Afairs V.K. Singh takes part in a mass yoga session, a day ahead of the
International Yoga Day, at the Great Wall of China in Beijing on Tuesday. PTI
*

Enough time given, GST from July 1: FM
Warns consumers in Kerala, J&K will lose out on beneits of a single national tax
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Brushing aside reservations
from sections of industry as
well as States such as West
Bengal about the level of preparedness for the switch to
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST), Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said on Tuesday that the new indirect tax
system would be kicked off

Arun Jaitley addressing the
media on Tuesday. R.V. MOORTHY
*

on July 1 as the government
had given enough time for

the people to be prepared
for the transition.
He also warned that consumers and producers in
Kerala and Jammu and Kashmir, which are yet to ratify
the State GST law to facilitate
the implementation of the
GST under their jurisdiction,
would lose out on the benefits of a single national tax in
comparison to their peers in

A 35-year-old woman was
allegedly gangraped in a
moving car by three men,
who abducted her from
Gurugram on Monday
night and dumped her in
Greater Noida’s Kasna on
Tuesday morning.
The victim told the police that she was walking
near her home in Sohna
when she was dragged inside the sedan by the men
and assaulted for nearly
eight hours. The woman,
who is a native of Bharatpur in Rajasthan, had
come to Gurugram to meet
a relative a few days ago.
The woman said the accused took turns to rape
her and they reached
Greater Noida after driving
through Delhi.
DETAILS 쑺 DELHI METRO PAGE 1

C.S. Karnan held
near Coimbatore
Hunt that began on May 9 ends

C.S. Karnan being brought to the Coimbatore Airport on the
way to Chennai on Tuesday night. M. PERIASAMY
*

Wilson Thomas
V.S. Palaniappan
Coimbatore/Kochi

The hunt that began on May
9 for Calcutta High Court
judge C.S. Karnan (since retired) came to an end on
Tuesday, when personnel
from West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu police took custody of
him from a resort at
Malumichampatti
near
Coimbatore, between Podanur and Madukkarai.
Police sources confirmed
that he was being taken to
Chennai by a late night
flight.

Six-month jail term
Justice Karnan was the first
sitting High Court judge to
be awarded imprisonment
for six months by the Supreme Court on May 9.
A seven-member Bench,
led by Chief Justice of India
J.S. Khehar, found him
guilty of contempt and
awarded the sentence. Since
then, he had been on the
run, evading arrest.
His arrest comes after his
retirement eight days ago.
Police in Coimbatore became aware of the presence
of the judge only after the
West Bengal and State police reached Justice Karnan’s
place of stay.
The process of arrest
proved to be really difficult,
sources said, with the exjudge threatening them with

legal consequences, though
the team said they were
there to implement the order of the Supreme Court.
Police teams were able to
zero in on him after he
made a couple of calls from
a mobile phone.
Coimbatore Rural police
teams led by Superintendent of Police R.V. Ramya
Bharathi, assisted in the operation.
There was a legal consultation on whether a prisoner transit warrant was required for transporting him
out of Coimbatore.

Stayed in Kochi?
Earlier, Justice Karnan is
suspected to have stayed at
a
private
resort
at
Panangadu in Kochi from
June 11 to 14. The management of the Panangadu resort claimed they had no
idea about his identity.
They admitted that three
persons had occupied a
room on June 11 and the
booking was made in the
name of one A.M. Raj of
Choodi Amman Street,
Chennai. Only two persons
ventured out of the room
while the third never came
out during the four days of
stay at the resort, they said.
(With inputs from
G. Krishnakumar
in Kochi)
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10

the rest of the country. “We
have for the last six months
been saying that the rollout
will be on July 1. Nobody had
any business not being
ready,” Mr. Jaitley said. A lot
of undeclared goods were
declared by entities in
March, April and May, he
revealed.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
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Turning a personal story
into a public message
Tribal girl had resisted child marriage
Santosh Patnaik
Araku

At 18, Kodingi Bhuvaneswari
is a campaigner who
preaches with conviction:
she rejected marriage to her
maternal uncle, and is
determined to stop the
practice of child marriage in
the community.
Just last year, her parents
were convinced that she
must marry, and do as they
desired, but the teen was
clear that she wanted to be
educated and financially
independent. The decision
did not go down well
initially, and she was locked
up at home, in Chompi near
Araku in Visakhapatnam’s
Agency Area, Andhra
Pradesh. Her parents,
however, relented and the
girl from the Bhagata tribe
completed her intermediate
course at A.S. Raja Women’s
College in Visakhapatnam
recently, scoring a high
71.1%. She has qualified in an
online test for a teacher
training programme run by
the State government.
Rebellion has made her a
role model for other girls,
who now aspire to get
educated and find good jobs.
Kodingi cites her personal
CM
YK

story in her counselling
sessions, and points out that
marriage before 18 years of
age is not just illegal but also
hostile to the future
prospects of girls. The
Eastern Ghats witness
several child marriages
among tribal communities.
She told The Hindu recently:
“I had to gather a lot of
courage to stand alone in my
fight.” Part of that battle was
spurred by the fact that two
of her older sisters were
married off early. Another
sibling is a Class IX student.
The farming family has a
modest piece of land.

Intrepid counsellor
“I get tremendous
satisfaction through
counselling of adolescent
and teenage girls against
early marriage. I explain the
health problems associated
with such marriages,” she
says.
The fight against child
marriages in north Andhra
Pradesh is a persistent one.
During the last three years,
70 child marriages in
Visakhapatnam, 200 in
Vizianagaram and 180 in
Srikakulam were stopped in
tribal and rural areas.
M ND-ND
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Punjab budget’s focus on agriculture
Govt increases social security pension, to provide smartphones to youth
VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal on
Tuesday presented the
State’s annual Budget of
₹1,18,237.90 crore for the
year 2017-18.
In keeping with the Congress manifesto promise,
Mr.
Badal
earmarked

₹1,500 crore for waiving
crop loans of distressed
farmers. He also announced a 66% hike in agriculture spending by increasing the outlay from
₹6,383.01
crore
to
₹10,580.99 crore.
“This is the first time
that the State's Budget outlay for agriculture will ex-

ceed ₹10,000 crore,” Mr.
Badal said.
He added that ₹20 crore
has been allocated to reward Panchayats that curb
burning of paddy straw.
The Minister further announced the creation of
three lakh jobs under the
Shahed
Bhagat
Singh
Rozgar Sirjan Yojna-Apni

Gadi Apna Rozgar scheme
alone, following a tie-up
with two private sector majors, Ola and Uber. The government has also increased
its social security pension
from ₹500 to ₹750 per
month to all beneficiaries.
The government will
provide free smartphones
to the youth, he added.

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

DEATH

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE
DELHI

Timings

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

Wednesday, June 21

RISE 05:24 SET 19:22
RISE 02:53 SET 16:17
Thursday, June 22

RISE 05:25 SET 19:22
RISE 03:41 SET 17:25

Sri S.KANNAYIRAM (75), Retired Security Officer, THE HINDU,Chennai
passed away on 18−06−2017.Address:
No.14/15, First Main Road, Sarvamangala Nagar, Chitlapakkam, Chennai−600064. Phone No. 044−22232025
TIPPIRAJAPURAM BRAMMASRI S.
Ramadurai Sastrigal passed away on
18.6.17. Dasasthu −27.6.2017. 044−
26183898

Friday, June 23

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
RISE 04:35 SET 18:31
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Court issues notice to woman Hook teens to sedatives,
turn
them
into
criminals
in Kerala godman attack case

IN BRIEF

Wi-Fi hotspots across
Hyderabad launched

Dubious modus operandi being used by criminals in Karnataka

Asks if she can undergo narco analysis; police allege lip lop by 24-year old

Imran Gowhar
Bengaluru

HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Mayor B.
Rammohan on Tuesday
launched the ‘Hyderabad City
Wi-Fi Project’ or ‘Hy-Fi’ with
over 1,000 hotspots where
citizens can access Internet
free for about half-an-hour.
Mr. Rammohan said these
hotspots would be upgraded
to 3,000 across different
areas of the twin cities.

HC allows interrogation
of H.D. Kumaraswamy
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday allowed the SIT to
interrogate the former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy.
However, it continued its
earlier interim order of
restraining the SIT from
arresting him in the case of
alleged corruption in granting
permission for mining
activities during his tenure as
Chief Minister.

jection petition. The crime
occurred at her house on
May 21.
The police said the woman had “reversed” her
statement in a letter she purportedly wrote to Hari’s lawyer Sasthamangalam Ajith.
The contentious document
debunked the police version
that Hari was to blame for
the assault and the woman
had acted in self-defence to
halt “years of sexual abuse.”

Special Correspondent
Thiruvananthapuram

A special court here on Tuesday issued a notice to the 24year-old law student suspected of having slashed the
genitals of her “sexual aggressor,” a 54-year-old godman, asking her whether she
was willing to take a narco
analysis test.
The police on Monday
moved the Protection of
Children From Sexual Offences (POCSO) court here to
put the woman through the
test after they perceived an
abrupt reversal in her
stance.

Gaganeshananda

‘Reversal’ of stand
Their case was that she
had ‘flip-flopped’ on her
sworn statement that the
godman, Gaganeshananda,
alias Hari, had repeatedly
raped her since she was 14.

Hari, who has been charged
under the POCSO Act, was a
regular visitor at her house
since 2008.
Woman’s counsel Anita
Jacob said her client reserved the right to file an ob-

Shadowy instigator
They hinted at the involvement of a shadowy instigator
and a larger conspiracy to
“punish” Hari for his role in
the campaign to “regain the
birthplace” of 19th century
seer Chattambi Swamy from
its legal owner, a police
officer.
A forensic examination of
the clothes the woman was

wearing at the time of the assault had “turned up no
leading biological evidence
pointing to sexual abuse”,
according to the police.
The woman, who said her
crime was a desperate act to
halt years of sexual abuse,
had refused to be medically
examined. However, the fingerprints lifted from the assault weapon, a knife,
matched those of hers.
The case took another
turn on Monday with the woman’s acquaintance, a man
she “blamed” for instigating
the attack in her purported
letter, moved a habeas corpus petition in the High
Court stating that the law
student was under illegal detention. The Crime Branch is
scheduled to take over the
probe soon.
The court has rejected
Hari’s bail application.

A few days ago, a young woman chased down and apprehended a 15-year-old
who had snatched her purse
and mobile phone at Kodigehalli. But before she caught
up with him, he had handed
over the stolen goods to a
friend, who managed to escape. The police believe the
teenager could be part of a
larger gang.
Increasingly, gangs are
enlisting juveniles as foot
soldiers to carry out petty
crime or drug runs. “What’s
even more alarming is that
these boys are given access
to addictive sedatives, which
they ingest when they get
caught. This makes it difficult for us to question them
till the effect of the sedative
wears off,” said a senior police officer.
The West Division police
stumbled upon this modus

Abducted Mysuru techie The tiger is safe among Adilabad tribes
traced within hours
No man-animal conlict here as they worship the big cat as forest god and king
3, including former male friend, held
Special Correspondent
MYSUrU

A 23-year-old working in a
leading IT company in
Mysuru was abducted by
her ‘boyfriend’ on Monday.
But the city police traced
them to Bengaluru within
hours and brought them
back.
The police said the woman, who works with Infosys, and the accused,
Naveen, were friends and
former classmates. Both of
them hail from Hosur in
Tamil Nadu. Of late, the woman had developed differences with Naveen. On
Monday, Naveen landed up
in Mysuru in a car, along

with two friends. He met the
woman, who was on her
way to work, and proposed
to her.

‘Shunned’ proposal
She is believed to have
shunned his proposal, and
this prompted him to
bundle her into the car and
speed away, the police said.
However, the woman’s
colleagues, who were accompanying her, lodged a
complaint. The Hebbal police took up the investigation. They traced the car in
Bengaluru on Monday night
and rescued the woman.
Three persons, including
Naveen, have been arrested.

S. Harpal Singh
ADILABAD

No harm is likely to come to
the tiger that recently
ambled into the Bela mandal
of Adilabad district, apparently from the Tipeshwar
Wildlife Sanctuary across the
border in Maharashtra, so
long as it moves in areas inhabited by Raj Gond and
Kolam adivasis. The aboriginal Raj Gonds worship the
big cat as Rajulk Pen, the
forest king and god, like they
did at an event in Chandpalli
on June 15. It follows that
peace prevailed even when a
tiger killed a cow in the Gond
village of Pohur two days
back.
The customs of the Raj
Gonds and Kolam tribes are
attuned to peaceful co-exist-

EDUCATIONAL

ence with wild animals. For
example,
the
famous
Dandari-Ghusadi
dance
takes inspiration from the
movements of wild fauna,
especially deer, peacock,
rabbit and, of course, the tiger.
In a Dandari-Ghusadi performance, a masked Tappal
Pen dancer depicts a tiger's
attack on cattle. Tappal Pen,
however, is restricted to the
six-god clan of Raj Gonds,
and not seen often at the annual dance festival celebrated close to Diwali. On the
other hand, in the commonly seen Kodal Pen, the
masked dancer depicts evading an attack by a tiger. Ecology and culture meld here.
But if the tiger crosses
over to other mandals, it

may become prey to traditional hunting by other
tribes. In December last
year, a tiger in the Kotapally
forest of the Mancherial district was electrocuted by
wires set up by a tribe hunting wild boars.
To protect the tiger, “We
have deployed seven animal
trackers in addition to a 10man strong striking force
and base camp contingent.
We have also set up camera
traps to track the movement,” says Bela Forest
Range Officer E. Aruna.
“People should know that
the tiger may kill cattle but
the government will reimburse the value of the animal
immediately,” a conservationist suggested on condition of anonymity.

EDUCATIONAL

operandi when they nabbed
a juvenile who was trying to
flee after attempting a robbery. “The suspect was
brought to the police station. We found Nitrosym
tablets in his pocket,” the
police officer added.
Initially, the boy was reluctant to tell the police
where he had got the tablets
from, but later admitted
they were given to him by
his ‘bosses’ to be used in an
emergency — like if he was
arrested.

Why recruit teenagers
The active ingredient in Nitrosym is nitrazepam, a class
of medication that’s used to
treat sleeping problems like
insomnia. It is known to induce sleepiness and relaxation. “It’s difficult to get information from a person
who has ingested the sedative, as it often puts him in a
trance-like state,” said the

police. There are two factors
that drive gangs to recruit
teenagers. One, juveniles are
not punished harshly and
usually find themselves back
on the streets even after
they have been remanded in
homes. Second, these teenagers are easily hooked on
sedatives.
Most come from singleparent families or are exposed to violence in their
homes.
Gangs prey upon their
vulnerability and use the
sedatives to foster a sense of
dependency and loyalty.
“We have come across 24
cases this year of juveniles
working for criminal gangs,”
a senior police officer from
the South Division said.
The only solution is to rid
them of the addiction. Dr.
B.N. Gangadhar, Director,
NIMHANs said de-addiction
was necessary to contain the
abuse of minors.

Naidu sacks chief of
Brahmin welfare body
He criticised govt. in Facebook posts
Staff Reporter
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh government on Tuesday removed former Chief Secretary I.Y.R. Krishna Rao as
chairman of the State’s
Brahmin Welfare Corporation (APBWC), following his
posts on Facebook criticising the government.
He was also relieved from
the Chairmanship of the
Andhra Pradesh Endowments Archakas and Other
Employees Welfare Fund
Trust.
Adivasis of Adilabad worship
the pug marks of a tiger.
*

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Widespread criticism
The government appointed
a TDP leader, Vemuri Anand

EDUCATIONAL

Surya, in his place. Mr.
Surya will have a two-year
tenure.
Mr. Rao invited the wrath
of TDP leaders and supporters after he shared some
posts on social media that
were critical of the TDP and
the BJP.
His posts over the appointment of A.K. Singhal as
Executive Officer of the
TTD, tax concessions to
actor Balakrishna-starrer
Gautamiputra Satakarni and
to Baahubali, and sharing of
political satires by techie Inturi Ravi Kiran, a supporter
of the YSRCP who was arrested, triggered widespread
criticism.

EDUCATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL

BUSINESS OFFERS
SIDDHI VINAYAK Finance offers Type
of
Loans.
Ct
8006081757,
7618304769
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Weather Watch

RSS outit calls of stir in Rajasthan

IN BRIEF

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Pricing of agricultural produce below MSP to be made a punishable ofence
Special Correspondent

Pradesh Congress president Sachin Pilot said the BJP
government had failed to fulfil its promise made in the
election manifesto for payment of 50% profit over the
input costs in agriculture. He
demanded
immediate
waiver of farmers' loans on
the lines of Punjab, where
the Congress government
has waived loans of small
and marginal farmers owning land up to five acres.

JAIPUR

SP to take out cycle
yatras on Yoga Day
LUCKNOW

The Samajwadi Party will
celebrate the International
Yoga Day on Wednesday by
taking out ‘cycle yatras’
across Uttar Pradesh to
propagate health awareness.
“SP president Akhilesh Yadav
has asked all the district
presidents to undertake cycle
yatras on IYD,” a release said.
PTI

Kusum Sardet of BJP
is Shimla mayor
SHIMLA

Kusum Sardet of the BJP was
elected as the mayor of
Shimla as the party created
history by bagging the post
for the first time. The position
of the deputy mayor of the
Shimla Municipal Corporation
(SMC) also went to the BJP.
Sardet defeated Simmi Nanda
of the Congress by six votes.
PTI

8 engineers booked
in Gomti project case

The RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS) on Tuesday called off its indefinite
sit-in being staged in several
towns
and
divisional
headquarters of Rajasthan
since Thursday, after the
State BJP government assured them that the demand
of farmers getting minimum
support prices would be
met. The government has
also
promised
relief
measures.

Farm distress
The sit-in had embarrassed
the State government, as the
BKS had extended its support to the farmers’ agitation
and flayed the agricultural
policies, which it said were
creating an intense farm distress. The farmers' body
stopped short of demanding
a loan waiver, but asked the
government to procure more
crops such as groundnut,
mustard and moong, at MSP
after two years of drought.
After a marathon meeting

Farmers ailiated to the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh protesting in Jaipur.
which continued till late on
Monday night, the State government assured the BKS
leaders that a law would be
enacted to make the pricing
of agricultural produces below MSP in the open market
a punishable offence. A committee will study the existing
legislations in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat on this
aspect.
BKS general secretary

Kailash Gandolia said the
State government had also
agreed to have a debate on
the farmers' issues during
the initial days of the State
Assembly's next session. For
the electricity bills, farmers
were given relaxation to
make the payments in six
months instead of every two
months.
With the agitation called
by other farmers' groups, in-

*

FILE PHOTO

cluding CPI(M)-backed All India Kisan Sabha, still continuing, the Opposition
Congress took exception to
the State government holding talks only with the BKS.
The Congress said there
was “no positive outcome”
to the negotiations as neither
was a guarantee given for
procurement of produce at
MSP nor an assurance of
loan waiver.

Insult to injury
“The BJP government has added insult to injury by talking to just a section of farmers... this is not going to
provide relief to the entire
farmer community,” said Mr.
Pilot, while declaring his
party's support to all genuine
demands of farmers.
The call for a bandh in the
grain mandis across the State
was also withdrawn after the
sit-in was called off. The agitation of Kisan Mahapanchayat continued on Tuesday in the shape of meetings
in different towns.

LUCKNOW

An FIR has been lodged
against eight engineers of the
Uttar Pradesh Irrigation
Department in connection
with alleged financial
anomalies in the Gomti river
front project, a pet initiative
of former chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav. The FIR was
lodged at Gomti Nagar police
station on Monday night. PTI

Three engineering
students drown in MP
BHOPAL

Three engineering students
drowned while bathing at a
dam under Bilkhiria police
station limits here.
The students belonging to
first year at engineering
institute LNCT drowned on
Monday while bathing at
Ghoda Pachad dam, the
police said. They said bodies
of Piyush Ranjan (18), Sonu
Kumar (17) - both hailing from
Bihar - and Ankit Sharma (17)
from Ujjain in have been
retrieved. PTI

Neckline lessons for Punjab teachers
Weightage in ACRs to those who avoid wearing ‘objectionable’ dresses
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

‘objectionable’ dress.

CHANDIGARH

Government school teachers in Punjab are upset over
the format of the Annual
Confidential Report (ACR)
2016-17, which gives points
to staff who avoided wearing “objectionable and provocative” clothes to class.
While evaluating their
performance, the ACR proforma takes into account
whether the teachers and
other school staff wore
bhadkaau (provocative) or
itraajyog (objectionable)
dress to school. The form
does not elaborate on what
it means by ‘provocative’ or

‘Unacceptable’
"The choice of words is unacceptable... the government should focus and
work towards improving
the quality of education instead of wasting time on
dress sense of teachers...
We strongly condemn this
proforma of the ACR and
demand that the Education
Department take it back,"
said Kuldip Singh Dodka,
general secretary of the
Punjab Government Teachers Union.
Claiming that this was an
attempt by the State to di-
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vert attention from its failure to provide quality education, Mr. Dodka said:
“Teachers are not getting
salaries on time so the government focuses on dress...
This reflects the misplaced
priorities of the department and the State.”

‘Clarify meaning’
Mr. Dodka also asked the
government to clarify on
what it means by “provocative and objectionable
dress”. “We are all educated people and are well
aware of our conduct before the students, including
how to dress,” he added.

The Education Department is in the process of
collecting ACRs of teachers
and non-teaching staff for
the 2016-17 academic session. Another parameter of
evaluation is frequency of
mobile usage in class.

Drawn flak
The State government had
faced flak a month ago for
ordering women teachers
to not wear ‘jeans, tops and
bright suits’.
The government had to
later withdraw the order
while suspending two employees of the Education
Department.

EDUCATIONAL

Another CBI
summon to
TMC MLA

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rain likely at isolated places
over Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Sikkim, Odisha, Assam, Nagaland, Tripura and
Konkan & Goa. Thunderstorm accompanied with squall/hail
likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan
city
rain max
min
Agartala................68.... 30.6.... 23.4
Ahmedabad............ —.... 39.5.... 28.8
Aizawl ....................6.... 26.8.... 12.2
Allahabad .............. —.... 40.8.... 30.5
Bengaluru ............0.2.... 28.8.... 21.0
Bhopal................... —.... 38.1.... 26.9
Bhubaneswar .......0.2.... 35.6.... 28.6
Chandigarh ........44.9.... 31.6.... 24.9
Chennai ...............7.6.... 34.3.... 25.3
Coimbatore............ —.... 33.6.... 24.8
Dehradun.............2.1.... 29.7.... 23.2
Gangtok................51.... 19.0.... 17.0
Goa ...................40.8.... 30.7.... 23.5
Guwahati ............... —.... 31.0.... 24.9
Hubballi................. —.... 28.0.... 22.0
Hyderabad ...........3.2.... 32.5.... 23.2
Imphal.................0.2.... 29.4.... 22.2
Jaipur .................... —.... 39.2.... 27.5
Kochi...................3.8.... 31.4.... 24.8
Kohima................0.4.... 24.5.... 15.0
Kolkata..............93.6.... 29.3.... 23.6

city
rain max
min
Kozhikode ................4.... 31.8.... 25.6
Kurnool ................... —.... 33.9.... 25.6
Lucknow.................. —.... 34.7.... 26.8
Madurai...............20.8.... 36.0.... 25.0
Mangaluru................5.... 31.0.... 24.3
Mumbai.................6.8.... 33.4.... 26.8
Mysuru.....................4.... 29.4.... 21.2
New Delhi ...........26.4.... 32.2.... 23.2
Patna ...................... —.... 33.0.... 25.1
Port Blair ..............2.9.... 30.7.... 25.7
Puducherry............1.2.... 32.2.... 23.7
Pune .....................0.1.... 31.3.... 22.9
Raipur ..................... —.... 39.0.... 28.8
Ranchi...................0.2.... 35.6.... 23.5
Shillong.................1.6.... 25.2.... 14.2
Shimla..................... —.... 22.0.... 16.7
Srinagar ...................9.... 25.4.... 15.9
Trivandrum ............. —.... 32.3.... 25.9
Tiruchi .................... —.... 37.0.... 26.6
Vijayawada .............. —.... 32.7.... 28.2
Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 35.0.... 28.6

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing

Staff Reporter
Kolkata

CITIES

Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MLA Iqbal Ahmed has
again been summoned by
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in connection with the Narada sting
operation case.
A CBI team reached the
city hospital where Mr.
Ahmed is currently admitted to deliver the summon
notice to him. Sources said
the MLA has been asked to
appear before the agency
on Wednesday.
The development comes
five days after Mr. Ahmed
was interrogated by the
CBI regarding the same
case.

Yesterday

SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Ahmedabad......... ....— .....— ...—........— .......—.......—
Bengaluru ........... ....9....32..55........— .....83 ......*
Chennai .............. ....7....28..26...... 52 .......— ......*
Delhi................... ..15..103..87...... 58 ...197 ......*
Hyderabad .......... ..47....19..12...... 29 .....43 ......*
Kolkata ............... ..23....71..21........— .....38 ......*
Lucknow ............. ..16....28..98.... 199 .......— ......*
Mumbai .............. ..13....19..17...... 22 .....43 ......*
Pune ................... ..12....26..72...... 26 .....20 ......*
Vishakhapatnam.. ..21....21..51...... 61 ...100 ......*

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Mandi
Gobindgarh, Punjab,
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score
of 450
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution.
In contrast, Tirupati
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 42

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and
premature death in people with heart or lung disease
(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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SITUATIONS
VACANT
GENERAL

CM
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Floods pound northeast, West Bengal
Many people washed away, security forces rush to the rescue of those stranded due to deluge and landslips

New system
to catalogue
library books
Soumya Das

Probe into graft in
bail to Prajapati
ALLAHABAD

A probe is under way into
alleged graft in granting bail
to former Uttar Pradesh
Minister Gayatri Prajapati by a
Lucknow court around two
months ago. Later, the order
granting bail to the SP leader
was stayed by the Chief
Justice of the Allahabad High
Court. According to sources,
the “confidential inquiry” was
directed by an administrative
order of the Court following
intelligence reports that “a
lot of money” had changed
hands to ensure bail for him,
who is in jail in connection
with a rape case. PTI

15 charged with sedition
for celebrating Pak. win
BURHANPUR

The police have arrested 15
persons here for allegedly
shouting pro-Pakistan
slogans after its cricket team
won the ICC Champions
Trophy final against India and
booked them for sedition.
Pakistan had hammered India
by 180 runs to lift the
Champions Trophy in London
on Sunday.
Tension gripped Mohad town
here on Sunday night after
some persons shouted
slogans in favour of Pakistan
and celebrated its cricket
team’s win by bursting
firecrackers at public places.

India to launch 31
satellites on Friday
CHENNAI

India is set to launch its earth
observation satellite under
Cartosat-2 series, which also
includes 29 foreign sattelites,
on Friday, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
said on Tuesday.
The PSLV rocket's XL variant
is expected to lift off on
Friday morning at 9.29 a.m.
from the Sriharikota rocket
port. The 30 satellites will
together weigh 243 kg and
the total weight of all the 31
satellites, including Cartosat,
is about 955 kg, it said. IANS

Iboyaima Laithangbam

KOLKATA

Imphal

In a decision which may
adversely affect the marketing of Indian books in
other countries, the Ministry of Culture (MoC) has
decided to merge the functions of the Central Reference Library (CRL) with
the National Library.
The CRL, located in the
National Library campus in
Kolkata, is responsible for
the publication and sale of
the Indian National Bibliography (INB). The INB is
the list of all books published in India annually
and is the key source for
foreign libraries to know
about the books published
in India.
“The Secretary (Culture)
has directed that the work
of cataloguing (National
Library) and bibliography
(CRL),
should
be
merged…” the Under Secretary of MoC N.K.Sinha
stated in a letter to the
head Librarian of CRL and
the Director General of the
National Library. As for the
purpose of the merger of
two institutions’ functions,
the letter states that it will
“reduce duplicity [the
same book being catalogued twice by both institutes] and speed up the
process of accession.”
Unlike the ISBN system,
which requires the unique
number assigned to the
book, the more convenient
IBN enables the search for
a book with the names of
authors, language or subject matter. With the possible disruption in the publication of the INB, it may
become difficult for a foreign reader/ buyer to
search for books published
in India as they may not be
having the ISBN number.
The MoC has set a target
of “9,000 books per month
(250 per person)” to be
catalogued by the staff of
both the institutes. CRL has
to catalogue 3,000 books
and the National Library
6,000 books monthly target, respectively.

Security personnel rescued
over 200 persons who
were marooned in parts of
west Kemeng district of Arunachal Pradesh on Tuesday. They had been cut off
in the mountain highways
following incessant rains
and landslides. One girl
was killed and three persons were wounded in a
landslide near the State
capital Itanagar, official reports said on Tuesday.
There has been a slight
improvement in the flood
situation in the five districts of Assam. However,
displaced villagers staying
in relief camps are yet to
return home. The district
administration has imposed prohibitory orders
under Section 144 CrPC
along the highway from
Bokahat to Jakharbandh
near the Kaziranga National Park. This has been
done to protect animals
which may be driven out of
the park by the flood
waters.
The flood situation in
Manipur and Mizoram has
improved
considerably,
though the sky is still overcast. Twelve persons lost
their lives in Mizoram and
over 800 houses were destroyed.
Meanwhile, in West
Bengal, heavy rainfall and
lightning have claimed at
least nine lives. Of the nine
who died since Monday
evening, eight were struck
by lightning and one
drowned in a pond inundated by heavy showers, official sources said. An upper trough across Bihar,
Jharkhand and Gangetic
West Bengal is causing
heavy rains in Bankura,
East and West Burdwan,
East and West Midnapore,
South and North 24 Parganas and Murshidabad
districts, regional Met Director G.K. Das said.
(With PTI inputs
from Kolkata)

Business as usual: Children travelling to school by boat in
Rajbari village on the outskirts of Guwahati. AFP
*

Reaching out: Army personnel rescuing people who were stranded due to landslips, in Arunachal
Pradesh on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

Precious possession: A woman moves to safety with her goat
even as people ish at Srilanka basti in Agartala. PTI
*

Relief camps opened
School time: A man wades through a
looded road. REUTERS

2,000 rendered homeless in Tripura

*

Press Trust of India
Agartala

In safe hands: As rain continued to play havoc, people were marooned for hours together. The
rescued group in Arunachal Pradesh included 70 women and 50 children. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

First indigenously built
loating dock launched

A person was washed away
and 2,000 people were
rendered homeless in floods
in Tripura following incessant rains since Sunday, officials said on Tuesday. A 75year-old woman was washed
away on Monday when she
slipped into the Bijoy river at
Routkhala village in Sipahijala district, about 20 km
from here. Her body was yet
to be found, officials said.
District Magistrate of West
Tripura Milin Ramteke said
598 relief camps were
opened on Monday in the
district and adjacent Sipahi-

jala, to provide shelter to
2,000 people who had been
displaced due to the floods.

Sarkar reviews situation
Chief Minister Manik Sarkar
reviewed the flood situation
on Monday with his senior
colleagues and top government officials, and asked the
administration to open relief
camps in the affected areas.
The camps would be kept
open round the clock.
Director of Meteorological
Department Dilip Saha said
695 mm rainfall had been recorded so far this month at
the airport here against a
normal of 421 mm.

Caste clashes
erupt in
Meerut
Staff Reporter

Enhances Navy’s capability in repair, maintenance of ships
Special Correspondent
CHENNAI

The Indian Navy’s first indigenously built floating dock
(FDN-2),
developed
by
Larsen & Toubro Ltd. (L&T),
was launched at L&T’s
shipyard in Kattupalli on
Tuesday.
The floating dock is 185
metres long and 40 metres
wide and will enable docking of all kinds of vessels, including Naval ships and submarines (excepting aircraft
carriers and tankers) of up
to 8,000 tonnes displacement, with draughts of up to
seven metres, during both
day and night.
The Navy already has one
floating dock; this would be
its second such facility, Vice
Admiral D.M. Deshpande,
Controller of Warship Production and Acquisition, Indian Navy, told reporters
after his wife, Anjali Deshpande, launched the dock.
FDN-2 will be based in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and will enhance the

22 held ahead
of PM’s visit
to Lucknow

Make in India: A view of L&T’s shipyard facility at Kattupalli
port near Chennai on Tuesday. R. RAGU
*

Navy’s technical repair infrastructure.
“We already have a floating dry dock there. We are
looking at expansion in Port
Blair, and therefore the
number of assets in terms of
ships and submarines operating from there, as well as
for the ships which are
based there. This (FDN-2)
adds much more capability
and flexibilty to undertake
repair and maintenance

works,” Mr. Deshpande said.
FDN-2 was designed and
built by L&T at a cost of ₹468
crore.
This is L&T’s first Naval
order. “It will be delivered in
two to three months at Port
Blair,” said B. Kannan, head
of shipbuilding, L&T. “It was
100% designed in-house. It’s
a big utility vessel with special functions. We will do trials at sea both at Kattupalli
and Port Blair,” he said.

Left demands justice
for Zafar Hussain
‘An attack on people’s right to protest’

Press Trust of India
Lucknow

Special Correspondent

Twenty two persons were
detained by the police,
hours before the arrival of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here on Tuesday,
over apprehensions that
there may be an attempt to
block his convoy or create
some other kind of
disturbance.
We have detained 22
persons apprehending that
they might breach security
during today’s VVIP visit,”
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Deepak Kumar
said. Those detained included some youth leaders
of Samajwadi Party (SP).

JAIPUR

CM
YK

Left activists, sanitation
and construction labourers, residents of slum
colonies and civil rights
workers came together
here on Tuesday to demand justice for social
worker and CPI(M-L) member Zafar Hussain, who was
allegedly lynched following
an altercation with the civic
officials last week.
The protesters marched
on the city’s roads demanding immediate arrest of
safai karamcharis, who allegedly beat to death Mr.
Hussain on the instigation

MEERUT

A month after Dalits and
Thakurs clashed in Saharanpur, caste violence has
erupted in nearby Meerut
district. One person was
killed and more than a
dozen were injured in a violent clash between Jats
and Dalits in the Gejha village of the Partapur police
station in Meerut late on
Monday night.
According to police, the
clash was triggered after a
Jat youth allegedly made
“objectionable” comments
against Dalits. The police
have arrested two Dalits on
charges of murder after
Pintu, a Jat youth, succumbed to his injuries. Police officials said they
would file more FIRs, if
required.
Gejha village is tense,
and a heavy police force
has been deployed in the
village to maintain law and
order. The market remained closed and the village wore a desolate look.
People chose to remain indoors. Satish Prakash, a
local Dalit activist, told The
Hindu that Dalit groups
would protest if they did
not get justice.
“Both the sides are
blaming each other. We are
probing the issue. Two persons have been detained
on charges of Pintu’s
murder,” said Inspector
Deepak Sharma.

of Municipal Commissioner
Ashok Jain. All of them
have been named as accused in the FIR.
CPI(M-L) national general secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya said Mr. Hussain was attacked because
he spoke up for the rights
of slum dwellers and to uphold the dignity of women
being photographed by the
municipal employees.
The killing was an attack
on people’s democratic
right to protest and raise
their just demands, he said.
The march culminated at
Shaheed Smarak where a
meeting was organised.
M ND-ND
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The art of positive messaging
The opposition parties might do well to take a leaf out of the BJP’s playbook
even painful, and proving to be
counter-productive, decisions by
the government by using the language of sacriice. For a country
that was distressed by scams after
scams during the second United
Progressive Alliance government,
Mr. Modi’s assertive and impassioned calls for making personal
sacriices to curb corruption and
terror inancing came across as being driven by a national sense of
purpose and invoked our deep
sense of patriotic duty.

T

hree years after his irst visit to meet U.S. President Barack Obama, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will travel to Washington for his irst meeting with the new President, Donald Trump, on June 26.
His visit in 2014 was made easier by a strong Indo-U.S.
relationship built steadily over the previous two decades, and grounded in Mr. Obama’s personal commitment to enhancing strategic ties. It also beneited from
Mr. Modi’s willingness to let bygones be bygones, over
the earlier denial to him of a visa to the U.S., in order to
build a new relationship, and his show of diaspora
strength in the U.S. Mr. Modi now goes to Washington as
a seasoned interlocutor, not the ‘new kid on the world
leadership block’ he was in previous visits. But the situation in 2017 is diferent. In the ive months since his inauguration, Mr. Trump has made it clear that no international relationship can be taken for granted, and it
will be diicult to predict which American foreign
policy principles will be adhered to in the new administration, and which will be dropped without ceremony.
On the partnership with India, few will be willing to hazard a guess on what Mr. Trump has in mind. As President he has spoken to Mr. Modi twice, and sent his National Security Adviser to the region. But he has also
criticised India on a tough tarif regime, on immigration
and professional visas, and while withdrawing from the
Paris climate accord, accused India of taking “billions
and billions” of U.S. aid to fund its commitments. India
has not been the biggest priority on Mr. Trump’s list of
meetings with world leaders; the focus has been on
America’s closest alliances in Europe and Japan, and
problem areas such as China and Turkey.
Given the changed circumstances, oicials in both
India and the U.S. have reportedly set aside any formal
agenda for the meeting on Monday, placing the emphasis on how the one-on-one meeting between the
two leaders goes. Both sides have also, appropriately,
toned down expectations of any big announcements.
There are indications of likely agreements to be announced on counter-terror cooperation, maritime
traic facilitation and trade. However, it would be wise
to put of more substantive decisions, on military cooperation, large defence purchases, Afghanistan and
ighting regional terror, and the long-pending operationalisation of the nuclear deal to the next bilateral
meeting, and focus instead on irming up the ground
rules of engagement. That will allow Mr. Modi to get a
true sense of what Mr. Trump’s commitment to the relationship is, while India studies its options on how to
chart its course amid the new uncertainty in world
politics. That he is getting a sense of the changed U.S.
administration may be clear from the decision not to
hold any large gatherings of the Indian-American community this time, presumably in deference to the prevailing sentiment in Washington over immigration.

Macron once more
With a parliamentary majority, he is well
placed to heal an ideological rift in Europe

T

he large majority for his La République En
Marche in the National Assembly elections in
France has cleared the path for President Emmanuel Macron’s government to implement his ambitious, if sometimes contentious, policies. Along with its
Democratic Movement allies, the LREM has won 350 of
577 seats. While the majority is smaller than the landslide many had predicted, the LREM’s performance
continues to show that the old system is being crowded
out, with the mainstream Socialist Party on the left and
the Republicans on the right sufering severe setbacks.
From running the previous government, the Socialists
have been relegated to a historically low position with
around 30 seats, and their leader, Jean-Christophe
Cambadélis, has resigned after losing his own seat. The
Republicans and their allies have won 137 seats, down
from 199 seats in the previous Assembly. On the far left,
the Insoumise have secured more than the 15 seats required to form a parliamentary group. This is less than
what their charismatic leader Jean-Luc Mélenchon had
hoped for, but he himself has retained his seat and the
Insoumise would be looking to develop as an opposition movement, especially in light of the attenuating Socialist Party. The far right’s Front National, with its core
xenophobic and nativist philosophy seen to be damaging not just to the Fifth Republic but to all of Europe,
has done better than projected but is still well short of
its goal of 15 seats.
Mr. Macron’s economic policy proposals are a mix of
right and left. They include cutting government spending and jobs, while investing in strategic sectors and increasing the scope of some welfare schemes. He has
also proposed making labour laws more lexible. The
argument that such a large majority for the LREM is
dangerous is valid insofar as a strong and sizeable opposition is the cornerstone of a healthy democracy. But
the ‘neither left nor right’ criticism of Mr. Macron’s
policies suggests an openness in the LREM’s ideology.
Additionally, some three-quarters of the new legislators
did not hold a seat in 2012, and therefore they contribute to a renewal of the Assembly. Mr. Macron’s irst
piece of legislation on ‘moralising’ politics, which seeks
to bring greater probity into public life, is also good
reason for optimism. Yet, Mr. Macron would do well to
remember his presidential victory speech at the Louvre
— a promise to reunite a deeply divided country and
bring people back from the extremes. The need for this
has been brought home again by a record abstention
rate for the second round of elections on Sunday, of
about 57%. If the month since the presidential election
is any indication, Mr. Macron is well-placed to provide
the strong leadership both Europe and the democratic
world seem to need at the moment. This will have to
start at home, where the way is now clear for him.
CM
YK

happymon jacob

“F

or all the killing and beheading they do on the
LoC (Line of Control), we
thrashed them so badly on the
cricket ield yesterday,” my Uber
driver told me, with a palpable
tinge of pride in his voice, the
morning after the Indian cricket
team won the ICC Champions
Trophy match against Pakistan on
June 4. “But Pakistan has beaten
India several times in the past,” I
reminded the young man who kept
checking for WhatsApp messages
on his smartphone at every traic
signal. “Yeah, sometimes they (the
Indian team) let us down,” he complained, irritated. I imagine that
would have been the response had
I spoken to him now about India’s
defeat by Pakistan in the Trophy inal on Sunday.
Notice the subject of the two references to the Indian cricket team:
victory is associated with ‘we’ and
defeat is associated with ‘they’ or
‘our team’. The underlying point is
simple: we would like to associate
with feelings and messages of positivity, prosperity and good news.
And by extension, just as we would
prefer bearing good news rather
than bad news, we instinctively like
those who give us positive messages and promise acts of pride
and achievement. Several psychologists have reached these conclusions using scientiic studies.
It’s basic psychology that we like
to hear good things — about our
country, religion, cricket team,
Olympic medals, etc. — as, they
are, to some extent, an extension
of our own selves. When our team
wins a match, we are winning the
match. But when they lose, we instinctively try to shift the burden of
failure to the team. This desire and
imagery of positivity is not limited
to present achievements alone;

tential among the poor. The poor
are the strength of this country.”
There are three core styles of
positive messaging that the BJP
typically engages in, and thereby
successfully connecting with the
masses on the ground, who could
do with some positive news amidst
all the anxieties of their daily lives.
The language of greatness and
growth are the most prominent in
the BJP’s tool kit of political messaging. The promise of “achhe din
(good days)” galvanised the national imagination and brought Mr.
Modi to power in 2014. From A.B.
Vajpayee’s “India Shining” to
“Mera Desh Badal Raha Hai, Aage
Badh Raha Hai (my country is
changing, its’ moving ahead)” to
calming, without any basis of
course, that plastic surgery has ancient Indian roots, BJP leaders consistently emphasis India’s lost
glory, and the need to restore that.
It strikes a chord with the average
Indian voter.
The BJP also uses the language
of revenge for positive messaging.
What makes the post-Uri ‘surgical
strikes’, giving an occasional ‘muh
tod jawab (solid response)’ to
Pakistan, or engaging in a war of
nerves with China attractive to the
public is not any novelty about
them, given that previous governments have also done similar
things, but the way these developments are packaged to project a
strong India and a stronger Prime
Minister.
Third, the BJP and Mr. Modi have
managed to give a positive twist to

rather, it extends to imaginary glories of the past, revenge on the enemy, sacriices for collective good,
among others. Politicians and
political parties habitually use
symbols and images associated
with positivity to gather domestic
political support. “Make America
great again” and “Bharat Mata ki
jai” are two of the best examples of
positive messaging in our times.

Questions of pride
Having been in power for over
three years now, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government has
little to show for itself in terms of
economic growth, employment
generation or national security.
And yet, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s popularity has only spiked.
What explains this? Part of the answer lies in their ability to master
the ine art of positive messaging
by efectively fusing national pride
with our ordinary selves and daily
lives. Mr. Modi’s well-televised visits to great power capitals, accompanied by an abundance of glamour
and
grandeur,
are
choreographed to look like our
own teleported visits there, and we
feel that the ‘land of snake charmers’ has inally arrived on the world
stage. From invoking ‘Gujarati asmita’ when he was the Gujarat
Chief Minister to invoking national
pride today, Mr. Modi’s ability to
give a positive twist to just about
any situation is unparalleled. Consider, for instance, how Mr. Modi
reframed the curse of poverty with
clever word play: “I ind great po-

Operationalising ‘achhe din’
The BJP’s well-choreographed and
inely calibrated “achhe din” message constructs a seductive metadiscourse about glory, achievements and revenge leading to the
creation of an ecosystem of positivity. It functions like a well-designed
advertising campaign — it sells you
the narrative and enlists you. Once
you get enlisted, you become the
campaigner, and even if you know
the product is faulty, you are likely
to stick with it, often vigorously defending it. That’s just normal human behaviour. Many initial supporters of the BJP who were
genuinely upbeat about Mr. Modi’s
“achhe din” plank in 2014 today
realise that this was after all a smart
election strategy, but they ind it
too diicult to come out of the robustly constructed world of positivity and greatness, more hype
than real, which they helped build
and propagate. That’s not all.
Besides creating a self-perpetuating and hyped-up ecosystem of
positivity, the BJP has managed to
further fortify its “achhe din” narrative with the discourse on antinationalism. If you are not taken in
by the dominant narrative and criticise the state of afairs in the
country, you could be termed as
anti-national. It’s a political double
whammy for those opposing the
“achhe din” message — even if you
are not persuaded by the ‘positive
messaging’, being castigated as
anti-national stops you from criticising it.
While much of the “achhe din”

Happymon Jacob is Associate Professor of
Disarmament Studies, Centre for
International Politics, Organization and
Disarmament, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Bringing GM to the table
Promoters of GM food need to reach out to consumers in a transparent, engaging manner

rama mohana r. turaga

O

n May 11, 2017, the Genetic
Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) — the scientiic committee of the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change — that regulates genetically
modiied (GM) crops in India — had
cleared GM mustard for commercial production. Anti-GM groups
immediately opposed the decision
and appealed to the Minister for
Environment, who gives the inal
clearance, not to accept the GEAC’s
recommendation.

Issues at core of opposition
The question of whether India
should allow commercial production of GM crops has been one of
the more enduring public policy
debates over the last decade-and-ahalf. After the approval of Bt cotton
in 2002, the attempt to bring Bt
Brinjal into commercial production faced serious resistance in
2010. After the GEAC approved Bt
brinjal for commercial production,

the then Environment Minister,
Jairam Ramesh, placed a moratorium after undertaking extensive
public consultation. Proponents of
GM crops, including Noble laureates, insist that opposition to GM
crops is driven by irrational fears of
harm to human health and having
an environmental impact and accuse opposing environmental
groups of misrepresenting facts.
Such arguments, however, are unlikely to convince the opponents of
GM crops. While the debate is complex, involving a wide range of scientiic, socio-economic, and political factors, it is important to
understand two related issues that
are fundamental to the opposition:
invoking the precautionary principle for regulatory decision-making and a lack of trust in government and industry that promotes
and
beneits
from
GM
technologies.
One of the principal reasons for
opposition to GM crops is the potential for serious, irreversible
damage to human health and the
environment. This is especially relevant in the context of crops such
as Bt brinjal which involve direct
consumption by humans, unlike Bt
cotton. The widespread havoc that
chemical pesticides and fertilizers
have caused since the Green Re-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The candidate
In nominating Bihar
Governor Ram Nath Kovind,
and a Dalit, as its
presidential candidate, the
BJP has bowled a googly,
uprooting the ‘leg’ stump of
the Opposition. The
maximum the Opposition
can do now is to either
support Mr. Kovind’s
candidature or nominate
another Dalit or someone
else from a minority
community and appeal for a
‘no ball’.
S. Rajagopalan,
Chennai

■ The BJP’s announcement
may or may not herald a
new dawn for the
marginalised in India. We
have had a Dalit President
before — the sagacious K.R.
Narayanan — and yet Dalits
and Adivasis continue to
labour under overwhelming
disadvantages in our
Republic. The question is,
will the next Dalit President
at least verbally defend the
pluralist ethos of the
Constitution?

Vasantha Surya,
Bengaluru

as the basis for deciding whether
GM foods should be allowed.
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The PM’s meeting with Trump gives India a
chance to study its options in a changed world
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American voyage

narrative is essentially make-believe, ignoring the power of positive messaging can be perilous for
those involved in mass mobilisation in an age when post-truths and
alternative facts tend to chip away
at the fundamentals of fact-based
debates. The non-BJP parties have
typically ignored the lessons of
positive messaging. Most of their
narratives labour on about inabilities, inadequacies and a ‘what can
we do, we are a Third World country’ refrain. While the Left parties
critique the Congress and the BJP,
they have been unable to sell their
own alternative on a grand scale.
Criticism, while important for the
survival of a democracy, lacks positivity. Thanks to its historical baggage of family-centred politics and
corrupt leaders, the Congress
party has stopped inspiring
people.
Left liberals are also accused of
being too cynical. A few days ago, I
received a WhatsApp message
rhetorically asking why left liberals
are so negative/pessimistic about
the country. The left liberal tendency to focus exclusively on shortcomings and inadequacies does
not seem to sit well with a country
that needs positive airmation and
a sense of self-worth. Bearers of
bad news aren’t popular any more.
There is, of course, a limit to
how long positive messaging alone
can get people rooting for a political party or ruling dispensation.
The relected glory of imagined victories is bound to fade away eventually. How the BJP’s earlier ‘India
Shining’ campaign collapsed under its own weight in 2004 is a case
in point. At a certain point, (real)
GDP igures, shrinking employment opportunities and rising living costs will start to matter. But
until then, the opposition parties
might do well to take a leaf out of
the BJP’s playbook.

volution only adds credence to
these concerns. While GM supporters claim that there is little scientiic evidence of adverse impacts
so far, GM opponents cite the need
for longer term assessment of adverse impacts and more concrete
evidence of no adverse efects. Implicitly, GM opponents are invoking the precautionary principle,
which is a widely incorporated one
in several international agreements and treaties on the environment. In the context of technologies such as GM crops, where there
is signiicant scientiic uncertainty
over their safety, the precautionary principle suggests that we wait
until a broader scientiic consensus
is achieved. For example, regulations in Europe, where GM crops
face similar opposition, explicitly
invoke the precautionary principle

Lack of transparency
The lack of transparency in the regulatory process further ampliies
apprehensions stemming from a
precautionary approach. All the
safety tests for regulatory approvals are typically conducted by
the same party that applies for
commercialisation of GM crops —
whether it is Mahyco on Bt brinjal
or Delhi University on GM mustard. This conlict of interest was
made worse by the refusal of GEAC
(in both cases) to publicly release
the safety testing data submitted
for regulatory approval until GM
opponents iled a Right to Information petition. This tendency to operate in secrecy has not only created a serious distrust of the
government and the promoters of
GM crops but is also fuelling the
conlict. Extensive research on
public acceptance of GM foods in
the European context identiies
trust in regulatory agencies and industry as being a critical factor in
public willingness to accept GM
technology.
In a well-articulated decision letter at the time of rejecting Bt brinjal, the then Environment Minister,
Jairam Ramesh, outlined the need

for the GEAC “to draw up a fresh
protocol for the speciic tests that
will have to be conducted in order
to generate public conidence”.
The GM mustard case does not
provide much evidence that anything has changed since the
moratorium on Bt brinjal.
If there is a genuine case to be
made to allow GM crops to improve
yields and address India’s food security, GM supporters might want
to start cultivating an environment
of openness and transparency to
allay genuine fears instead of dismissing GM opponents as being “irrational”. On its part, the government should adopt a participatory
approach to bring together all
stakeholders to develop regulatory
protocols that restore trust in the
process. The burden of proof lies
with the promoters of GM technology to persuade consumers, farmers and activists that among various alternatives available for
sustainable food production — e.g.,
organic farming, use of biopesticides — GM technology is at least a
serious option that we should
embrace.
Rama Mohana R. Turaga teaches public
policy and sustainability at the Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad.
The views expressed are personal
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The BJP has a clear edge in
numerical terms, further
fortiied by naming its Dalit
candidate. However, it is
clear that the move is more
about “vote bank politics”.
On its part, the Opposition
should have sensed the
BJP’s line of thinking and
announced, perhaps, the
candidature of Meira Kumar
who is also a it candidate
given her Lok Sabha
Speakership background
and as the daughter of
Jagjivan Ram. The only
sensible option left for the
Opposition now is to
support Mr. Kovind as he
seems to be noncontroversial. The
Opposition can try to
bargain for the vicepresident’s post by
proposing Ms. Kumar’s
name. It would also
brighten her prospects for
elevation in the next
presidential election.

each passing day (“Another
summer of discontent”,
June 20). Though it is
understandable that
Gorkhas want to preserve
their unique culture
identity, the demand for a
separate State is ambitious.
India is a country of myriads
of minorities, and a
separate State for each one
of them will only polarise
the cultural plurality and
unity of India. State
governments should be
more pragmatic and not
impose any language or
culture on those in a
minority at least for the sake
of peace. In the case of
Darjeeling, it will be
decorous if various political
parties do not take
advantage of the mayhem
and work towards
cooperation in the State
(Editorial – “End the
violence”, June 20).

V.N. Gopal,

Chennai

■

Paul Jom,

Chennai

Policy and rights
Unrest in the hills
The Gorkhaland agitation in
West Bengal appears to be
gaining momentum with

One may tend to agree with
the writer only when the
piece is read leetingly
(“Legislation and legality”,

June 20). If the core
argument — that sharing the
particulars of one’s Aadhaar
and PAN numbers with
others violates one’s right to
privacy leading to an
infringement of
fundamental rights — is
correct, it must also be
borne in mind that such a
situation can be deemed to
have some rightly perceived
and ingrained exceptions.
There is no judicial
direction that an individual
must share such particulars
with another but only with
the governmental
authorities for the
individual’s credibility and
safety.
Take the case of one’s
driving licence, for
example. If a driver is
involved in a road accident,
he is bound to disclose the
particulars of his driving
licence to the police and is
not expected to protest that
the particulars are
extremely personal.
Disclosure or linking of
one’s Aadhaar number to
PAN is intended, inter alia,
to streamline monetary
transactions and to provide

identity to each individual.
Can anyone cite an instance
where the modality had
gone wrong?
V. Lakshmanan,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

It’s only cricket
It’s sickening to see how
obsessed the media is with
cricket. Many of us
expected front page
coverage of India’s win over
Pakistan in hockey but were

left sorely disappointed. It is
a tragedy that our national
game is projected in poor
light and a shame that even
the Tamil Nadu Premier
League, for example, gets
better and wider coverage.
It leads to the perception
that where money lows, the
media follows.
G. Vijay,
Kayalpatnam, Tamil Nadu

more letters online:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

corrections & clarifications:
Editing error: A front-page report headlined “Splitting hairs on
GST” ( June 20, 2017) had incorrectly expanded GST as General
Sales Tax. It should have been Goods and Services Tax.
In the graphic titled “Powerful strides” that was published
along with the report, “Tangedco may post proit” ( June 20, 2017,
some editions), the igures corresponding to total revenue receipts
and total revenue expenses for 2017-18 (budget estimates) got interchanged.
“Number theory” — the graphic that accompanied the report,
“Low-proile Dalit leader tipped for the highest oice” ( June 20,
2017) — had a panel element that said the electoral college (for
electing the President of India) comprises all Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha MPs and all the members of the 31 Legislative Assemblies. It
is clariied that the electoral college comprises only elected members of the Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha and the 31 Legislative Assemblies.
It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signiicant errors as soon as possible. Please specify
the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be
contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in; Mail: Readers’
Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India.
All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal
visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com
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THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | ABDUL BASIT

‘We have to keep the door open for possibilities’
Pakistan’s outgoing High Commissioner says the two countries need to continue engagement on terror and other issues
Abdul Basit’s tenure as Pakistan’s High Commissioner to India
began in March 2014, a few months before the NDA government
assumed office. The last three years have seen many low points
in bilateral ties — from cancellation of Foreign Secretary-level
talks in August 2014 over Mr. Basit’s invitation to Hurriyat leaders to a near-freeze in dialogue over terror attacks emanating
from Pakistani soil. However, Mr. Basit believes that agreement
between the two sides on a framework for comprehensive dialogue in December 2015 is a silver lining. While reiterating
Pakistan’s position that talks and preconditions cannot go together, he is optimistic they will resume in the near future. As he
ends his stint, he talks about the need for a structured initiative
on the ‘front channel’. He also calls for keeping the door open to
all possibilities. Excerpts:

Congratulations on the
Champions Cup cricket
win, but given the sort of
rivalry, is it actually better
for bilateral ties that the
two countries don’t play
each other until their
other bilateral problems
are resolved?
■ No, I don’t think so. I think
we should play cricket and
other sports too... If we put
off all sporting ties until we
solve our problems, that
wouldn’t be wise. These
events do help create a better environment and we
need that.

You are completing your
tenure after three years in
India. When you came,
there was the promise of a
new bilateral relationship,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had invited his
Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif to India, the
Foreign Secretaries were
due to meet. How do you
assess relations today?

We were very hopeful because our PM took a very
bold decision to travel to India in May 2014, but after
that the process got stuck.
Notwithstanding all the
problems, the two countries
were able to agree on a
framework to restart talks in
December 2015 and on the
comprehensive bilateral dialogue, which was our biggest
achievement in the last three
years. Now, whenever the
two sides agree to talk to
each other, at least we

■

wouldn’t be spending too
much time finalising the
modalities for talks. In diplomacy... you have to keep
the door open for possibilities. I am hopeful that
Pakistan and India will talk
to each other, but whether it
happens now or two years
down the road, I do not
know.
You were held responsible
for shutting one door
yourself, when you
invited the Hurriyat
leadership for meetings,
in 2014, just before the
Foreign Secretary was
leaving for Pakistan. Do
you think your timing was
wrong?

No, Pakistan has been engaging with the Hurriyat, and
we never thought it should
be a problem, and still don’t.

■

The government said you
crossed a “red line”.

But since then too, we have
been meeting the Hurriyat
leadership and there has
been no problem. Our meetings should be seen in a constructive way, as it helps us
find a just and fair solution to
the long-standing dispute
over Jammu and Kashmir.

■

What steps do you think
are needed to resume
dialogue with India
today?

We in Pakistan strongly
feel that talks and preconditions do not go together. In-

■

dia has a different position.
Now terrorism is also a big issue for us, and in Pakistan,
Commander [Kulbhushan]
Jadhav’s conviction has
proven our concerns. We
aren’t shying away from issues like terrorism. But even
when you look at the Mumbai or Pathankot attacks, if
you want to conduct a
proper trial, the two countries would need to cooperate with each other...
Without talking, how can
you realistically expect these
issues to come to a close? I
feel that now that we have a
framework under which to
resume talks, it is just a matter of time…
Are you quite confident
that the framework
agreed to when Sushma
Swaraj travelled to
Pakistan in December
2015 would be taken
forward if and when talks
resume, as so much has
changed since then?

der house arrest, the law will
move against him. At the end
of the day it is for the courts
to decide.
The UNSC, the U.S. and
many other countries
seem to agree that the
man is a terrorist. Now
your government has also
agreed to that. The
question is, whether it is
Hafiz Saeed, or Masood
Azhar, why is it so difficult
for Pakistan to take
serious action?

V. SUDERSHAN

Suhasini Haidar

The issues remain the
same. No matter how much
you fiddle with this framework, you will end up coming to the same issues. Obviously we don’t expect
overnight results, but our engagement must not be interrupted. Only then can we
move beyond this environment of accusations.

do not see any
<
> We
move on the part of
New Delhi to reach
out for a structured
dialogue with us

■

It seems as if Pakistan is
constantly looking for a
third party. A few days
ago, the Russian
government had to deny
the Pakistani contention
that President Vladimir
Putin had offered to
mediate...

Well, we have not seen
much progress in the 40-plus
years since the Shimla agreement (1972) on bilateral talks,
on the core dispute. If there
is no movement on the bilateral front, you cannot expect
Pakistan not to even discuss
that with the rest of the
world... Jammu and Kashmir
is central to Pakistan-India
relations, and we feel that is

■

the root cause of all our
problems.
Pakistan hasn’t had much
success on the
international front
either...

Well the UN Security Council did in its resolution 1172 of
June 1998 state that Pakistan
[and India] should resolve
their bilateral disputes, including Jammu and Kashmir.
So the international community is aware of the problem. In a recent interview to
The Hindu too, the Saudi Ambassador here showed an interest in facilitating dialogue
between India and Pakistan.
■

In October 2016,
Pakistan’s Foreign Affairs
Advisor Sartaj Aziz said
that there was “no hope
for a breakthrough” with
India under Prime
Minister Modi. Is your
assessment that at least

until Pakistan’s elections
in 2018 or India’s in 2019,
there will be no
movement?
■ This is the impression we
get, that there is no hope for
a breakthrough at present.
But that is not what we hope
will happen.
We do not see any move
on the part of New Delhi to
reach out for a structured
dialogue with us.

Do you agree that the
discourse, especially
since the Pathankot
attack, has changed ties
irrevocably in 2016? For
example, India crossed
the LoC and spoke openly
of surgical strikes, the PM
spoke of Balochistan in
his Independence Day
speech. India decided to
go to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) over
the Jadhav case. These
actions are radically
different from those of the
past.
■ But issues remain the
same. These are offshoots of
the same problems we have
been grappling with. You

mentioned
that
India
brought up Balochistan; we
raised (India’s support to) Balochistan in 2009 at Sharm
el-Sheikh.
In our view, the surgical
strikes never took place, and
it was Delhi’s decision to take
the Jadhav issue to an international court, let’s see what
happens. All these new issues that you mention only
complicate the path to addressing the root causes: terrorism, Kashmir, Siachin, Sir
Creek and others.
Let’s speak of terrorism
then. The Pakistan
Interior Ministry has now
said in court that Hafiz
Saeed is a threat to peace
and security within
Pakistan, and has been
involved in terrorism.
Given that your federal
officials are now saying
what India has held for
years, why is it still so
difficult to take real
action, not some house
arrest type of detention,
against him?
■ No individual in Pakistan is
above the law. It is not the
first time he has been put un-

jected, then he has the right
to submit an application for
clemency to the Army chief,
and if he denies it, then to
the President. So there is
room for a rethink there.
Given that the ICJ has
given dates for the process
on India’s case up to
December 2017 at least,
has Pakistan committed
that it will not carry out
the sentence until then,
even if the process takes
two-three years?

■ If we do have evidence
maintainable in a court of
law, and if India cooperates
by giving us hard evidence,
that could help too.

■

The SAARC process is
currently being held up
by India’s concerns on
terror. Is Pakistan hopeful
of being able to host the
summit this year, and if
necessary would you
consider moving the
venue to another
country?

Is there a back channel in
place on this issue or on
the larger relationship?

■ I haven’t seen any move to
hold the SAARC summit yet.
This hasn’t happened for the
first time, and SAARC has
been held up before. We
wouldn’t like the process to
suffer, as all the countries in
South Asia have invested a
lot in it. There is no proposal
under consideration to move
the venue, and Pakistan will
host the 19th SAARC summit,
whenever that happens.

In the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case, is there any rethink
or hope for a review in
Pakistan, given the lapses
pointed out by India on
consular access and on
the mercy petitions?
■ There is a process that is
ongoing, and if Jadhav’s appeal were rejected [by the
court], that would be the
time for the Army chief or
the President to reconsider
the sentence against him. He
has been tried, he has been
convicted, and he has the
right to appeal. If that is re-

Yes that is clear, that goes
without saying. We would
like this process to be over
quickly, but until [it is], we
are committed.

No there is no back channel between our two countries. We must first think of a
formal structured dialogue
and then we can think of a
back channel.

■

Is there a need for one,
since it would seem much
of the progress seen
between India and
Pakistan in the years
2000-2008 were a result
of a “quiet dialogue” or
back channel in place?
■ Even at that time, the back
channel was in parallel to a
“front-channel” process, so
that was a different phase in
our relationship.

Is the four-step formula
for Kashmir — which
includes making borders
irrelevant by allowing
cross-Kashmir movement
— still acceptable to
Pakistan?
■ As far as Islamabad is concerned, no solution is acceptable unless it is acceptable to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. Any other solution
will fall apart very quickly.

For full interview, please visit our
website www.thehindu.com
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The pre-GST grand sale

Extremists active near Naxalbari
About 300 armed men looted on Sunday [ June 18] a house at
Nehalujote village within Naxalbari police station limits, according to reports received here [Siliguri]. About 25 families
from Nehalujote village left their homes due to disturbances
and took shelter at Naxalbari Bazar. Local authorities distributed wheat and cash to 10 displaced families already evacuated from disbursed areas. Meanwhile, two Deputy Magistrates have been posted at Naxalbari and Kohoribari to deal
with law and order problems. Another Magistrate is likely to
be posted at Phansidwa soon. According to another report,
two workers of a tea garden, 10 miles from here [Siliguri],
were killed by unknown persons on Sunday night [ June 18].
Extremist elements at a secret meeting at Lohasing village in
Phansidwa thana on last Saturday night [ June 17] decided to
face the police if the police started any operation in the disturbed areas after June 22, according to authoritative reports
received here [Siliguri]. Blowing off vital bridges, cutting of
telephone wires, damaging of road communications had been
included in their plan, the reports said.

Why companies are scrambling to clear
old stock ahead of GST implementation
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

7428.NET

Ever since the Goods and Services Tax Council began releasing the rates on various items
in May, companies ranging
from e-commerce platforms
and car manufacturers to apparel retailers and phone manufacturers have been bombarding registered customers
and other recipients with messages, emails, and phone calls,
ofering attractive discounts valid till June 30, a day before the
GST kicks in.
But why are they doing this? It surely can’t be that they are
celebrating the roll-out of the new indirect tax regime. By all
accounts, most companies are quaking, fearing the huge increase in compliance costs and paperwork that GST will bring.

Multiple reasons
There are multiple reasons why companies are looking to get
rid of their stock before July 1, including expectations of
change in future prices, stringency of government laws, and
tax complexity.
If companies, like luxury carmakers for example, feel that
the prices of their products will go down in the new tax regime, then they have two reasons to get rid of their current
stock. The irst reason is economic.
They’ll craft their discounts in such a way that even the discounted price is higher than the likely price of the car post-July
1. Most experts feel that the cost of a luxury car — to be taxed at
28% plus a 15% cess — will come down by about 1.5-4.5% under
the GST. That works out to ₹75,000-₹2,25,000 on a ₹50 lakh
car.
The other reason companies fearing a price reduction are
getting rid of their stock now is because they fear government
action against proiteering — that is, beneiting from a reduction in tax rates that have not been passed on to customers.
The penalties are strict, including a ine and a possible cancellation of the company’s registration. So, companies are doubly
eager to avoid such a scenario.
Some companies may see the prices of their products go up.
This, they expect, will bring its own share of problems. At a
time when consumer demand is tepid at best, thanks to slowing economic growth, poor wage growth, and demonetisation, even a small increase in price is likely to encourage consumers to defer their purchases. And so Flipkart, Amazon,
and all the other e-commerce companies are pushing huge discounts to attract customers.
The stock clearance sale could also have been prompted by
a lack of clarity on what will happen to the old stock — products
that were bought before the GST but need to be sold after its
implementation. Government rules make this a complex
question — the fate of their stock will depend on whether the
company was a registered taxpayer before the GST, and
whether it is a irst-stage dealer, second-stage dealer, or importer. To avoid these hassles, companies are trying to get rid
of all their stock and face the GST with a clean slate.
In the meantime, as a consumer, enjoy!
CM
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NOTEBOOK

Impossible
trinity

Dateline Kathmandu

Economics

Reporting trips tell a saga of diplomatic slips by India

A theory that states that, in
the long-run, a central
bank that hopes to conduct independent monetary policy must choose
between maintaining a
fixed foreign exchange rate
and allowing the free
movement of capital. For
instance, a central bank
that chooses to increase
the total money supply by
adopting loose monetary
policy cannot hope to
maintain the foreign exchange value of its currency unless it resorts to
restricting the sale of domestic currency in the currency market. The idea is
derived from the academic
works of Canadian economist Robert Mundell
and British economist Marcus Fleming.
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MORE ON
THE WEB
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Video: What caused the
Portugal wildfire?
http://bit.ly/PortugalWildFire

Josy Joseph

The majestic Himalayan
range provided a stunning
backdrop to the tarmac of
Tribhuvan International
Airport. Passengers were
waiting in the open for
their turn to climb a few
steps up a ladder to be subjected to a thorough final
frisking before we boarded
the aircraft.
At the Kathmandu airport, the ladder with a midway staging station is a
sombre reminder of terror
and diplomatic acrimony
in the wake of the hijack of
an Indian Airlines plane on
Christmas eve of 1999, to
be finally flown across to
Kandahar. The hijack is
now a distant memory in
Kathmandu. Instead, the
misery heaped on the Himalayan nation by nature
and India are recurring
themes in most conversations today. The city is in
disarray — potholed roads,
dilapidated buildings, a
thick blanket of dust. Buildings that came down after
the 2015 earthquake are
still being rebuilt.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 21, 1917

German titles.

Kathmandu was the city
were many of us reporters
from Delhi would regularly
land up, as political upheavals, bloodbath, rumours and diplomatic dramas all turned the sleepy
town into one of the most
happening datelines of the
region.
In the summer of 2001,
when I landed in Kathmandu to report on the
royal massacre, it was a
city on edge. The duty-free
shop at the airport, where
bottles of Famous Grouse
whiskey, the brand that
Prince Dipendra drank before wiping out most of the
royal family, was prominently displayed in the wake
of the massacre, today
seems to stock more
variety.
Over the years, rumours
and anti-India sentiments
have been key ingredients
in most developments in
Kathmandu. Except on
rare occasions, India has
let the historical goodwill
slip away to frightening
levels by its mostly avuncular, and recently aggress-

ive, engagement with
Nepal.
Yet, the present level of
Indian popularity, however, wouldn’t surprise
those who have been regulars to this valley over the
years. In 2000, I had been
drenched in the rain when
I was escorted into the office of Jamim Shah, the
cable king of Nepal who
was accused by Indian
agencies of being Dawood
Ibrahim and ISI’s key man.
Indian agencies said Shah
used his cable channel to
provoke anti-India riots.
Shah gave me a rare and
dramatic interview —
laughing, crying, angrily
dismissing allegations, and
boasting about his Indian
connections. A senior Indian official who heard the
taped interview told me
that while I had indeed met
the real Shah, Indian agencies had over the years
been probably listening in
on the wrong guy. In February 2010, Shah was shot
dead. Speculation was that
Shah had been bumped off
by Indian intelligence.

It is understood that Prince Battenberg will assume the title of
Mount Batten. It is announced that Princess Victoria and Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein will henceforth drop
the Schleswig-Holstein. Moreover, the Royal Princess bearing
the title of Duchess of Saxony will relinquish it. There will ultimately be no princes or princesses other than the children
and grandchildren of the sovereign. The papers point out the
radical character of the changes completing the divorce
between British and German institutions, and emphasising the
democratic character of the Monarchy, stopping the tendency
for styles and titles with which absolute rulers like the Kaiser
make sport to become rooted in British soil. It is expected that
the change will be cordially welcomed by the Empire as it is
appreciated by the new peers whose incorporation in the British mobility is recognition of good and loyal work.
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Kovind, Paraukh and the road to Raisina Hill
NDA’s presidential candidate continues to give back to his village in Kanpur Dehat over his eventful journey in public life
Omar Rashid
KANPUR

In November 2001, when
Ram Nath Kovind visited Paraukh, his ancestral village in
Kanpur Dehat district of Uttar Pradesh, the dominant
Thakurs and Brahmins decided to express their gratitude to the son of the soil.
They presented him with
12 precious mukuts (ceremonial crowns), 11 made of silver and one of gold.
Then a Rajya Sabha member from the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Mr. Kovind,
however, politely rejected
the souvenirs. This came as
no surprise to those who
knew him. “That was typical
of him: simple and selfless.
He asked us to save the
money and mukuts to fund
the marriage of poor girls
from the village,” fondly recalls Jaswant Singh, Mr.
Kovind’s childhood friend.
Mr. Kovind’s visit more
than 15 years ago is also
memorable for other reasons. He inaugurated a common utility complex for residents to host marriage
ceremonies, meetings or
local administrative functions. The single-storey
white plaster building, aptly
named Milan Kendra, was
constructed by him with his
discretionary powers as an
MP. But what made the
building special was that it
was built upon the ruins of
Mr. Kovind’s ancestral house
and dedicated to his father
Maikulal, a landless Kori
(Dalit) who ran a small kirana shop to support his family. Mr. Kovind donated the
land to the community.

Steady journey
The house he was born in
was a kuccha structure,
which eventually collapsed.
Since he and his immediate
family had shifted to Delhi,

The extended family: Pyarelal, elder brother of NDA presidential nominee, Ram Nath Kovind,
with his family members at their house at Paraukh in Kanpur Dehat, about 110 km from Kanpur, on
Tuesday. RAJEEV BHATT
*

Mr. Kovind thought it best to
convert the space into a memorial. Today, the Milan
Kendra is the most visible
marker of the lawyer-turnedpolitician’s deep relationship
with his roots. In fact, for Paraukh, Mr. Kovind’s nomination is not only a matter of
joy and pride but also the
peak of his quiet yet steady
journey from one of U.P.’s
most neglected regions to
the
potential
seat
of
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Mr. Kovind, born in 1945,
was the youngest of five sons
(he also had two sisters). But
tragedy struck early in Mr.
Kovind’s life. He was only
five when his mother died of
burns when their thatched
dwelling caught fire.
The personal loss, along
with shortcomings in the
availability of resources,
made it a hard task to acquire education. Raj Kishore
Singh, a retired teacher,
went to school with Mr.
Kovind. The two boys received primary education in
the village school along with

FROM PAGE ONE

Shiv Sena, PDP back
NDA nominee Kovind
Mr. Venkaiah Naidu also
spoke to Chief Ministers of
BJP-ruled States and leaders
of allied parties, requesting
them to attend Mr. Kovind’s
filing of nomination on June
23. He also spoke to Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik to invite him, thanking
him for his support for Mr.
Kovind. Mr. Patnaik said he
would do so, the official release said.
The Janata Dal (United)’s
core committee will meet on
Wednesday to take a call on
the matter, two days after
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar
welcomed
Mr.
Kovind’s
candidature
without endorsing it.

Meanwhile former Union
Home Minister Sushil Kumar Shinde and CPI national secretary D. Raja are
also among the names being
considered by the Opposition. Sources in the CPI said
Mr. Raja’s name has been
proposed by “some individuals and not any nonNDA parties.”
The CPI will discuss the
issue within the party before Opposition leaders
meet on June 22, the
sources added.
They also claimed that
the BJP fielding Mr. Kovind
has “not hurt” the unity
among the Opposition.
(With PTI inputs)

Enough time given,
says Jaitley on GST
“The readiness will be determined when you have to
file the first return, which
we have extended to
September 15 [from August
10].
So
two-and-a-half
months more are there to
get ready. And if he is still
not ready, then I am afraid
he doesn’t want to be
ready,” he pointed out.
While 65 lakh out of 80
lakh assessees in the current
indirect tax system have
already registered themselves for the GST, the Finance Minister said in jest

that the five people who had
problems in registering
were vocal about it on Twitter.
“Almost all States have
cleared the State GST laws,
except Kerala and J & K… I
am told Kerala will consider
it this week, while Jammu
and Kashmir is going
through the process and
they will have to do it separately because of the State’s
special status,” he said.
The GST would check tax
evasion and raise the number of assessees, he added.

C.S. Karnan held
near Coimbatore
Asked whether they could
not
recognise
Justice
Karnan, the Panangadu resort management said that
the staff had little idea
about the retired judge.
The employees also never
felt anything suspicious
about the person, who remained indoors throughout the period of stay, they
said. The management also
claimed that they were not
in a position to recover the
CCTV visuals in view of the
lack of adequate back-up facility. A police team had
reached the resort and
CM
YK

were collecting details
about the identity of the
three persons when this report was filed. Kochi Police
Commissioner M.P. Dinesh
said that they had not received any lookout notice
till date against Justice
Karnan from the investigating officials. No such inquiry was carried out as the
investigating team had not
passed any information in
this regard, he said. On the
day, the SC awarded him
imprisonment,
Justice
Karnan left Kolkata and
reached Chennai.

other village children. But
since there were no facilities
for higher studies, they had
to travel each day to Khanpur village, six kilometres
away, to attend junior
school. “We walked because,
back then, the village hardly
had roads and nobody here
had a bicycle,” remembers
Raj Kishore Singh.
Although he always kept a
low profile, Mr. Kovind has
had a steady march up in his
political career, which started in 1991, culminating with
his appointment to the post
of Bihar’s Governor a couple
of years ago. His political
success has altered the infrastructure of his native
village.

Giving back
Over the years, under Mr.
Kovind’s patronage, Paraukh
was connected to the nearest
brick-kiln by a link road, an
RCC road was constructed,
four power tube wells were
installed, an inter college
was set up after Dalit icon
Jhalkari Bai, the boundary

wall of the junior school was
built, and a branch of the
State Bank of India was
opened in the heart of the
village.
“He took upon himself to
repay the debt to his janmabhoomi (birthplace). All the
development took place only
after Dadaji became MP,”
says Niki Kovind, a final year
B.A. student and one of Mr.
Kovind’s many younger relatives still living in the village.
Those close to him not only
describe Mr. Kovind as a
simple, social and humble
person but they also talk
fondly of his religious nature
and knowledge.
Shyam Mohan Dubey, a
close aide and BJP member,
says Mr. Kovind knows the
Ramayana by heart.
Mr. Kovind, perhaps, inherited this part of his character from his father who
was also known to be religious. “Maikulal would feed
Brahmins while also distribute books with the chants of
Ram Ram among children. It
was his wish that a temple be

built in the village and it was
done after his death. He
would an expert with ayurvedic herbs and treated
villagers for free,” says Raj
Kishore Singh.
Despite, Mr. Kovind’s interventions, Paraukh still has
a lot to look forward to in
terms of development. Its
medical infrastructure is in
shambles. A hospital started
to come up in 2011 but it was
never
completed.
The
nearest medical facility is in
Derapur, 10 km away, but it
provides only basic aid. For
proper treatment, villagers
have to travel 35 km to the
district hospital in Kanpur.
Power supply is irregular.
A light wind or heavy rain
shuts down supply, residents
complain. “If a transformer

took upon
<
> He
himself to repay
the debt to his
birthplace
Niki Kovind
BA student

malfunctions, it’s like a
nightmare, as it takes 15 days
for it to get repaired, that too
after paying bribes,” says
Rahul Singh, a civil service
aspirant.
Migration is high and labour and farmer are the
primary source of livelihood.
But irrigation facilities are
not sufficient. Years of falling
groundwater levels have
fuelled a water crisis. “The
village badly needs a water
tank. The wells have dried
over the past three or four
years. Drinking water remains a problem. We hope
and request Kovindji to open
a factory here so that our
employment issues are addressed,” says Jaswant Singh.
Amit Singh Bhadauria, 20,
joined the Army a year ago.
He says the village lacks op-

portunities to study or
places to train. “The only
ground, the field at the
primary school, has no place
to play. Animals stray on it.
We can’t even draw a proper
track for practice,” he says.
The last time Mr. Kovind
visited the village was on
December 8, 2016. Ranbir
Singh, a farmer, was among
the crowd that day as Mr.
Kovind asked villagers to
keep patience when they
bombarded him with demands and appeals. “Things
will improve gradually, he
told us. ‘I am Bihar Governor
but I will appeal to the UP
CM to address your grievances,’ he told us,” says Ranbir Singh.
Mr. Kovind’s immediate
family lives with him in Delhi
and Patna. His surviving
brother Pyarelal and the deceased Shivbalak Ram’s families live in Jhinjhak town,
some 30 km from Paraukh.
Another brother is based in
Guna in Madhya Pradesh.
Hemlata Kovind, the
daughter of Shivbalak Ram,
is ecstatic at the prospect of
her uncle becoming the President. “He was always of a
friendly nature. He taught us
never to seek rewards but to
toil selflessly. The fruits will
come, he would say. Perhaps
god heard him,” says
Hemalata.
Sixty-km away from Paraukh, in Kanpur’s Kalyanpur, is situated Mr. Kovind’s
current residence in U.P.
“Sada jeevan uccha vichar
(simple life, lofty ideals),”
says Pradeep Rathod, the
caretaker of the bungalow,
describing Mr. Kovind’s virtues. “His behaviour has not
changed over the years. Each
time he comes here he
speaks to us like a family
member. There are no political statements,” said Mr.
Rathod.

Lalu’s kin face benami law
I-T Dept. charges family members of RJD chief, serves notice to attach plot
area, a residential building in
the upmarket New Friends
Colony in south Delhi, and
nine plots on a 256.75
decimal land area at Phulwari Sharif in Patna, where a
shopping mall was being
constructed.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Income-Tax Department
has charged six family members of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad, including his wife,
son and daughters, under
the stringent anti-benami assets law as part of an investigation into land deals worth
₹1,000 crore.
The department has also
served notice of attachment
of assets on Mr. Prasad’s
daughter Misa Bharti, son-inlaw Shailesh Kumar, wife
and former Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi, son and Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav and daughters Chanda
and Ragini Yadav. The provisional attachment order has
been issued under Section
24(3) (where the taxman
thinks the person in possession of the property held benami may alienate the property)
of
the
Benami
Transactions (Prohibition)
Act, 2016, and Mr. Lalu
Prasad’s kin have been identified as the “beneficiaries”
of the alleged benami assets.
Under the Act, enacted in
1988 but implemented from

Under scanner: A ile photo of RJD chief Lalu Prasad, former
Bihar CM Rabri Devi and their sons Tej Pratap and Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav, extreme right, in Patna. RANJEET KUMAR
*

Rabri owns 18 lats: BJP
While the Income-Tax
Department attached 12
plots of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad’s family members,
Bihar BJP leader Sushil
Kumar Modi on Tuesday
made fresh allegations

against them, and said Rabri
Devi, wife of Mr. Lalu
Prasad, owned 18 flats in
Patna.
The younger son of Mr.
Prasad and Deputy Chief
Minister, Tejaswi Yadav, said
the charges stemmed from
“politics of vendetta”.

November 1 last, violators attract a rigorous imprisonment of up to seven years
and a fine up to 25% of the
fair market value of the

property. The department
has attached a dozen plots
and buildings in Delhi and
Bihar, including a farmhouse
and land in the Palam Vihar

Special Correspondent
PATNA

Defence readiness
under the scanner
Army and IAF chiefs’ statements difer
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Almost contrasting statements by the Army and Air
Force Chiefs in recent days
about military preparedness
has kicked up much discussion about India’s real military preparedness. One of
the consensus emerging in
the discussions is a more
serious response on security
issues from the government.
Two weeks ago, Army
Chief Gen. Bipin Rawat said
that the Indian Army was
ready to fight a two-and-half
front war — facing China,
Pakistan and dealing with
militancy simultaneously.
Whereas, two days ago,
Indian Air Force Chief (IAF)
Air Chief Marshal B.S.
Dhanoa said his force did
not have enough fighters for
a two-front war.
Speaking on the issue,
Navy Chief Admiral Arun

Prakash told The Hindu,
“The way national security
is being handled is not commensurate with the security
environment which is extremely serious at the
moment.”

On a part-time basis
Giving instances on this, Admiral Prakash said there was
no full-time Defence Minister, which showed the lack
of
seriousness,
and
secondly, despite several
measures being proposed,
“there is no real increase in
the pace of modernisation”.
He said, “Broadly in the
longer term situation, the
Armed forces are well prepared and the IAF is rightly
concerned. The concern is
not about the preparedness
but it is about the processes
and delays. The Air Chief is
probably concerned about
that.”

‘Deed’ value
The department has said
these alleged benami assets
bear a “deed” value of ₹9.32
crore, but the tax man has
put their current market
value at ₹170-180 crore.
The order has also identified Ms. Mishail Packers and
Printers Private Limited, AB
Exports Pvt. Ltd., Delight
Marketing Pvt. Ltd. and A.K.
Infosystem Pvt. Ltd. as the
‘benamidars’.
The department will now
move for confiscation of
these assets after getting approval from the Adjudicating
Authority of the Act.
Mr. Modi said that since
CM Nitish Kumar was not
taking any action, he would
soon submit all papers on
the dubious land deals and
illegal properties to the authorities concerned.

BJP gets
busy with
paper work
Kovind in Delhi, party plans tours
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Tuesday
hunkered down to get
through the formalities of
getting its candidate for the
presidential election, Ram
Nath Kovind, elected.
While the candidate himself was busy making and receiving calls at Bihar Nivas,
Union Ministers Ananth Kumar and Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi, along with the BJP’s
chief whip in the Lok Sabha,
Rakesh Singh, and Rajasthan MP Om Birla, have
been busy shepherding MPs
and MLAs for signatures on
the four sets of nomination
papers that Mr. Kovind will
be filing.
Each set has to have 50
legislators as proposers. BJP
MPs and MLAs have been
summoned to Delhi to do
the needful, as Tuesday was
the self-imposed deadline to
complete the process.
“As of now, this is the priority,” said one senior general secretary of the party,
anxiously keeping an eye on
the news, for any indications on the Opposition’s
strategy. “We have the numbers, but it will be important to see who the Opposition chooses as candidate,”
he said. “A tour plan to visit
different State capitals for
Ram Nathji will be drawn up
after June 23, when he files
his nominations. The first
proposers for these four sets
of nominations papers will
be Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, BJP president Amit
Shah, Akali Dal chief Par-

Ram Nath Kovind

kash Singh Badal, and
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N.
Chandrababu
Naidu,” said the source.
Police pickets and security scanners also came up
outside a tiny flat in North
Avenue,
coincidentally
flanking
Rashtrapati
Bhavan.
This is the flat that Mr.
Kovind was allotted as guest
accommodation as an ex-MP
from the Rajya Sabha’s
housing pool.

Eager visitors
A truck with chairs and a
folded tent stands parked
outside, as Mr. Kovind’s
many visitors have been trying their luck to get an appointment, either here or at
Bihar Niwas, and seating
them while they wait is to be
sorted out.
Mr. Kovind’s immediate
family heard the news of his
candidature over television
in New Delhi while he was
in Patna, and has been dealing with increased security
and a brand new hoarding
that has popped up
overnight outside the flat.

10,000 more NGOs
may lose licence
Many have not iled annual returns
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The Union Home Ministry is
examining if the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) licences of over
10,000 NGOs should be cancelled, as they have not
complied with the Centre’s
order to file annual returns
under five categories. While
over 8,000 NGOs did file the
returns under all the five
formats, most did not comply entirely.
NGOs that receive foreign
grants are required to get a
FCRA licence and file five
annual return forms. There
are over 20,000 NGOs registered under the FCRA.
Since the NDA government came to power, the
FCRA licences of more than
11,000 NGOs have been cancelled. More than 1,300
were refused renewal of
their licence for violation of
the FCRA.
In May this year, the
Home Ministry gave 18,523
NGOs whose licences were
“deemed expired” on ac-

count of non-compliance, a
one-time opportunity to
give details of their income
and expenses by June 14.
The NGOs were asked to
submit their annual returns
for five years, from 2010-11
to 2014-15. However, so far
only 8,267 NGOs have filed
such returns for all the five
years, a Ministry spokesperson said.
The Home Ministry is examining what action it could
take against the remaining
10,256 NGOs that have still
not filed all the returns. One
of the options it’s considering is cancelling their
registration.

Govt. warning
A Home Ministry spokesperson said that 2,239 NGOs
had filed returns for four
years, 2,071 for three years,
2,057 for two years, and
2,339 for one year.
The Ministry had earlier
warned these NGOs that
they might lose their registration if they failed to give
all the details.

Do CRPF jawans have human rights?
Force replies to RTI plea; says no rights violated in killing of jawans in Sukma
G. SAMPATH
New Delhi

In its reply to an RTI application, the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has said
that no human rights were
violated in the brutal killing
of 25 CRPF personnel by leftwing extremists in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district on
April 24, 2017.
The CRPF had conducted
an internal inquiry into the
circumstances of the attack.
The RTI application, filed by
Venkatesh Nayak of the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI), had sought
a copy of this report.
Section 24 of the Right to
Information Act (RTI) exempts security and intelligence agencies from RTI provisions, except in the case of
allegations of human rights
violations and corruption.
In his RTI application
dated May 15, 2017, Mr.
Nayak had stated that the
deaths of the CRPF personnel in the Sukma incident

Life is cheap: A ile photo of CRPF personnel giving a gun salute
to a jawan killed in the Sukma attack. E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

human rights violation.”
The response from the
Central Public Information
Officer (CPIO) to Mr. Nayak’s
application stated, “In the
instant matter, there appears
to be no violations of human
rights as well as facts of the
case do not attract the allegation of corruption….Hence
this department is not liable
to provide any information
in this regard to you under
RTI Act, 2005.”

*

“prima facie may constitute
allegations of violation of the
human rights of those CRPF
personnel. Therefore I believe this is a fit case for disclosure of information under
the second proviso of Section 24 of the RTI Act.”
In the past, the government had used Section 24 of
the RTI to deny information
pertaining to actions of the
security forces, on the
grounds that no human
rights violations were in-

volved. “I had filed an RTI
application in 2012 about a
CRPF operation in which civilians were killed. It was
denied on the grounds that
no human rights had been
violated in the deaths of
those civilians,” Mr. Nayak
said.
“I wanted to find out what
was the government’s stand
on human rights violations.
Now, it appears that even the
killing of security personnel
by non-state actors is not a

Doing injustice
It is universally accepted that
the right to life is a human
right, which means that anyone who has been violently
killed – as the CRPF personnel were – have had their human rights violated. “The
CRPF CPIO’s reply is hugely
problematic,” Mr. Nayak
said. The attack clearly
amounts to violation of their
human rights by non-state
actors. By denying this reality, the CRPF is doing injustice to its own personnel.”
M ND-ND
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GJM pulls out of administration, peace on a precipice in hills
14 parties decide to continue shutdown, set up a coordination committee and send a team to meet Prime Minister; rallies taken out on the sixth day of the strike
INTERVIEW | AMAR SINGH RAI

Shiv Sahay Singh
Darjeeling

The
Gorkha
Janmukti
Morcha (GJM) on Tuesday
decided to pull out of the
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) after a
meeting of 14 political
parties and social organisations in the Darjeeling Hills.
The parties unanimously decided to continue the shutdown, and proposed an allIndia coordination committee to take up the issue of
Gorkhaland.
“The forum [the meeting]
unanimously decided that
the GTA be scrapped by the
GJM as soon as possible...,” P.
Arjun, central committee
member of the GJM, said
after the meeting. The
parties of the plains were not
invited.
The GTA is an autonomous body, created after an
agreement signed by the
GJM, the West Bengal government and the Centre in
2011. The GJM has administered it so far.

Onus on govt.
The meeting, which was attended by almost all parties
in the hills, including the Jan
Andolan Party, the Gorkha
National Liberation Front
and the All India Gorkha
League, all considered the
rivals of the GJM, put the
onus of restoring normality
on the State government.
“The onus of normalising the
situation lies with the State
government. All repressive
forces should be withdrawn
from the hills,” Mr. Arjun
said. He urged the State to
reconsider its policy of making Bengali a compulsory
language in all schools and
its “rigid stand” on the creation of Gorkhaland. The
meeting called for the resumption
of
Internet
services.
A large number of Gorkhaland supporters gathered at
Gymkhana Club, where the

IN BRIEF

Taslima Nasreen’s visa
extended for a year

‘Even now people
consider us outsiders’
GJM’s key ideologue says regional autonomy has failed

In a haze: The scene on a street in shutdown-hit Darjeeling on Tuesday.

Special Correspondent
Darjeeling

In 2013, when there was a
40-day strike in Darjeeling
over the statehood
demand, St. Joseph’s
School in North Point lost
about 20 students; their
guardians decided to pull
them out.
It has taken the
institution, one of the most
reputable boarding
schools of the region
serving not only West
Bengal and India but the
entire South East Asia,
four years to get a new set
of students back.
With no respite to the

meeting began with homage
to the three GJM supporters
who were killed in a violent
agitation on June 17. Tension
prevailed on the sixth day of
the strike. Rallies and pro-

Special Correspondent

India has renominated its
serving candidate at the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), the principal legal organ of the United Nations.
Justice Dalveer Bhandari,
69, who received the renomination, will serve for a
term of nine years as the Indian judge at the ICJ, which
is the platform of the ongoing Kulbhushan Jadhav case.
Justice Bhandari, who
previously served in the Supreme Court of India, was
elected in April 2012 to his
current seat. India filed for
his
renomination
on
Monday with UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres.
The election to the ICJ will
be held at the next UN session, following which the
next term will ensue.
During his term at the ICJ,
Justice Bhandari has been
engaged in cases ranging
from maritime disputes,

Curfew in Manipur
villages
IMPHAL

The Tengnoupal district
administration in Manipur
clamped an
indefinite curfew in some
vulnerable areas on Tuesday
following
clashes between two villages.
The police said the situation
was tense but under control.
Heavily armed police and
Assam Rifles personnel are
patrolling the trouble-prone
areas to ensure that there are
no fresh clashes.

Lawyer gets notice for
Facebook post
SRINAGAR

A Jammu lawyer has been
served notice warning
cancellation of his
membership from the High
Court Bar Association-Jammu
for his Facebook post on the
India-Pakistan final in the
Champions Trophy. The notice
said, “After the India versus
Pakistan match, you have
posted a post on Facebook
which reflects your antinational mindset.” The lawyer
said he posted nothing
objectionable.

CM
YK

cessions were taken out.
Representatives of all the
parties decided not to take
part in the meeting called by
the State government in Siliguri for Thursday. The parties

Saturday. “From the
window I could see a man
being stabbed. We had a
burning sensation in our
eyes because of the firing
of tear gas shells. We all
were very scared,” he said.
Richard Andrew,
another Class XII student
who hails from the
Philippines, said that in
2013 the strike was longer
but there was no violence.
“I have cancelled my
tickets to the Philippines
and will go to Bhutan with
my friend,” Richard said.
School authorities said
parents are making
anxious calls.

will meet on Saturday. A delegation of all parties in the
hills would go to New Delhi
to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Rajnath Singh.

Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The West Bengal government has alleged that the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
leading a campaign for
Gorhaland in Darjeeling
had “links to Northeastbased militant groups”.
The accusation is contained in a report it sent to
the Union Home Ministry
on the agitation.
The report was sent
after the Union government held back additional
Central armed police
forces. The five-page report said the “situation was
tense but under control”. It
said the Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration,
headed by the GJM, is due
for elections, suggesting
the agitation could be
linked to politics.

■ We accepted the GTA and
this concept of transfer of
subjects — as in transfer of
different departments from
the State government to the
GTA — thinking that it would
be a stepping stone before
full statehood. The UPA
government made us feel
that it was an interim
arrangement; we had 13
tripartite meetings. But
unlike in the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council Accord
[in 1988] we did not drop the
demand for Gorkhaland in
the GTA agreement.
Moreover, the State
government did not let the
GTA function according to
the letter and the spirit of
the 2011 agreement and now
there is no going back on the
demand of statehood.

When you demand a
separate Nepali
homeland in east India in
2017, are your demands
still guided by what
Subhash Ghising, the
leader who popularised
the movement in the
1980s, said? As in, he
demanded an identity
and thus a homeland for
the Nepalese, which he
described as Gorkhaland.
■ It is in a way the same
demand. Even now people
consider us as outsiders in
India, identifying us as
people from Nepal. Even in
Bengal we are often
described as outsiders — not
by enlightened Bengalis —
but by many and it is
surprising. So, we demand a
separate homeland.

one is going to
<
> No
bow down, and
there is this
stalemate
together and thus such
questions are not valid.
The West Bengal
government and Subhash
Ghising signed an
agreement on an
autonomous council in
1988. So did the GJM and
formed the Gorkha
Territorial
Administration (GTA) in
2012. The GTA
departments are
controlled by elected
representatives of the
GJM, so what is the
problem?

What do you mean by
“did not let” GTA
function?

■

But if we talk about
Darjeeling, it is said by a
section of the historians
that Lepchas are the
original inhabitants of the
place and not Nepalese.
So why a homeland for
the Nepalese?

The idea of regional
autonomy did not succeed.
The Britishers tried it in
1930 — a diarchy system —
but the dual administration
failed. It did not work with
the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council [during Ghising’s
time] either and the same
with us. The GTA did not
work.

■ The major departments
were not transferred from to
the GTA.
Like, land and land
reforms, tea gardens,
information and culture.

■ Various ethnic groups
have settled here, so are the
Lepchas. They all live

Why did you accept the
GTA and regional

Difficult to say. There are
conflicts. Mamata Banerjee
perhaps felt that she can
bulldoze Bimal Gurung [GJM
chief ] the way she bulldozed
heads of other parties but
you know … like Ms.
Banerjee … Gurung too is …
strong-headed. So no one is
going to bow down and
there is this stalemate.

What lies ahead?
■

He is on the Bench hearing the Kulbhushan Jadhav case

Exiled Bangladeshi author
Taslima Nasreen’s visa was
extended for a year by the
Home Ministry on Tuesday,
after Home Minister Rajnath
Singh cleared the proposal.
Ms. Nasreen, who has a
Swedish citizenship, has been
getting Indian visa on a
continuous basis since 2004.
The writer’s visa would come
into effect from July 23.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, senior Congress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad,
RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav
and a host of other senior
leaders and ministers of the
grand alliance on Tuesday
attended an Iftar party
hosted by the Bihar Pradesh
Congress Committee here.
They extended their
greetings on the occasion.

ongoing shutdown, the
schools in Darjeeling are in
a fix. “We have enough
provisions to carry on for a
few weeks but what is a
matter of concern is that
summer vacations are
beginning on June 23. We
do not know how the
students will go home. We
will have to arrange
vehicles for them and take
them to Siliguri,” Father
Shajumon C.K., Principal
of St. Joseph’s School, told
The Hindu.
Jayanta Lakra, a Class
XII student of the school
had clear memories of
what happened last

‘GJM has
links with
NE militants’

autonomy then?

Dalveer Bhandari gets
renominated to ICJ
NEW DELHI

PATNA

AFP

Vacation blues for schools

NEW DELHI

Nitish, Lalu participate
in Congress Iftar party

*

Suvojit Bagchi

Amar Singh Rai, MLA, is the
key ideologue of the Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha, the party
demanding a separate
homeland for the Nepalese in
north Bengal. Mr. Rai
explained to The Hindu why
the Gorkhaland movement
erupted now after nearly
three decades.

Dalveer Bhandari

genocide, nuclear disarmament, terrorism and violation of sovereign rights.

To benefit privileges
The Court consists of 15
judges who are elected to
nine-year terms by the
United Nations General Assembly and the Security
Council. As a judge of the
ICJ, Justice Bhandari will enjoy privileges and immunities equal to the head of a
diplomatic mission. Each

member of the Court receives an annual salary and
supplementary allowance.
After leaving the court,
members receive annual
pensions.
Founded in 1945, the ICJ
settles disputes between sovereign states and gives advisory opinions on legal questions that have been referred
to it by other authorised UN
organs.
The ICJ is open to all UN
member states.
India moved the ICJ
against the death penalty
awarded by a Pakistan military tribunal to former Indian Navy official Kulbhushan Jadhav on charges of
espionage and subversive
activities.
The Court, however, advised a stay on the execution
of Mr. Jadhav and asked
Pakistan to ensure that he is
not executed before a final
decision is taken by it regarding the case.

IAF inquiry into Pathankot
attack inds serious lapses
No comprehensive security plan despite being on high alert
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

A Court of Inquiry (CoI) by
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
into the terror attack on the
Pathankot Air Force Station
last year has found serious
lapses in the air base’s security as well as its handling of
the incident. The then Commander of the Air Force Station, J.S. Dhamoon, who has
been named in the inquiry,
has taken pre-mature retirement on his own accord.
The IAF inquiry, conducted by Air Vice-Marshal Amit
Dev, found lapses in the
base’s security. The report
noted that had the terrorists
been pinned down by IAF
Garud commandos, the lives
of the five Defence Security
Corps personnel could have
been saved. Six heavily

armed
terrorists
from
Pakistan attacked the Pathankot Air Force station in
the early hours of January 2,
2016. The ensuing encounter lasted five days and
claimed the lives of seven security personnel.

No big plan
The inquiry is also learnt to
have observed that despite
having prior intelligence of
the attack, a comprehensive
plan was not put in place.
There was failure to even detect the ropes used to scale
the perimeter wall and the
personal clothing item and
food left behind by terrorists
despite the base being on
high alert. It also pointed
out that the standard operating procedures to secure installations had been violated

— guard posts were not
properly maintained and
flood lights and other systems were not functioning
properly. The report faulted
the Garud Commandos for
their failure in handling the
situation and said that they
were ill-prepared for the
task. As a result, it has now
been decided to deploy
them in counter-insurgency
operations in Jammu and
Kashmir to gain experience.
“The Garuds are a competent force but they need
to battle-hardened. Based
on the inquiry report, the
government has decided to
deploy them in J&K for
battle inoculation,” defence
sources said.
IAF sources said the CoI is
still on.
(With inputs from PTI)
M ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE

U.S. student freed by N. Korea dies
Warmbier was brutalised and terrorised by Pyongyang, his family said last week after his release
Reuters
Washington

French Defence Minister
Sylvie Goulard quits
PARIS

French Defence Minister
Sylvie Goulard quit her job on
Tuesday, saying she did not
want to stay on because of a
probe overshadowing her
MoDem party’s afairs in the
European Parliament. RETUERS

U.S. says it has killed IS
‘top cleric’ Turki Binali
BEIRUT/MOSCOW

The U.S.-led coalition said on
Tuesday it had killed Turki
Binali, the Islamic State’s
self-proclaimed top cleric in
an airstrike in May on the
Syrian town of Mayadeen.
Meanwhile, Russia on
Tuesday said it had still not
verified if IS leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi was indeed dead
as it had claimed. AFP, PTI

Iran protests against
Tillerson’s remarks
TEHRAN

Iran has called in the Swiss
charge d’affaires, who looks
after U.S. interests, to protest
against comments by
Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson backing “peaceful
transition” in the Islamic
Republic. Mr. Tillerson made
the remarks during a
Congressional committee
hearing last week. AFP

European court slams
Russian anti-gay law
STRASBOURG

The European Court of
Human Rights on Tuesday
blasted as discriminatory
Russian law banning the
promotion of homosexuality.
The ruling was welcomed by
gay activists in Russia who
had lodged the case, but
Moscow said it’d appeal.
Russia decriminalised
homosexuality in 1993. AFP

An American university student held prisoner in North
Korea for 17 months died at a
Cincinnati
hospital
on
Monday, just days after he
was released from captivity
in a coma, his family said.
Otto Warmbier, 22, who
was arrested in North Korea
while visiting as a tourist,
had been described by doctors caring for him last week
as having extensive brain
damage that left him in a
state of “unresponsive wakefulness”. “Unfortunately, the
awful torturous mistreatment our son received at the
hands of the North Koreans
ensured that no other outcome was possible beyond
the sad one we experienced
today,” the family said in a
statement after Warmbier’s
death at 2:20 p.m.
His family has said Warmbier lapsed into a coma in
March 2016, shortly after he

was sentenced to 15 years of
hard labour in North Korea.
Physicians at the University of Cincinnati Medical
Center, where he died, said
last Thursday that Warmbier
showed no sign of understanding language or awareness of his surroundings,
and had made no “purposeful movements or behaviours,” though he was
breathing on his own.

Physically abused
The circumstances of his detention and what medical
treatment he may have received there remained a
mystery, but relatives have
said his condition suggested
that he had been physically
abused by his captors.
The University of Virginia
student and Ohio native was
arrested, according to North
Korean media, for trying to
steal an item bearing a propaganda slogan. North Korea
released Warmbier last week

Tragic end: American student Otto Warmbier being escorted
to the North Korean Supreme Court in Pyongyang. AP
*

and said he was being freed
“on humanitarian grounds.”
The North Korean mission
to the UN was not available
for comment on Monday.
U.S. President Donald
Trump issued a statement offering condolences to the
Warmbier family and de-

15 killed in Somalia car bombing
Associated Press
MOGADISHU

At least 15 people are dead
after a suicide car bomber
posing as a milk delivery van
detonated at a district
headquarters in Somalia’s
capital, the police said on
Tuesday.
The death toll may rise, as
some were badly hurt in the
explosion at Wadajir district
headquarters in Mogadishu,
Capt. Mohamed Hussein
told The Associated Press.
Most of the dead were civilians, Capt. Hussein said.
Aamin Ambulance service
said it had transported 18
wounded, seven of them
women. Two of the eight
bodies it transported were
women, it said.
The al-Qaeda-linked al-

Shabab extremist group
quickly claimed responsibility for the attack via its
Shahada News Agency, according to the SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors jihadist groups.

Death and destruction
At the blast scene, debris
was burning and bricks and
body parts were scattered
among destroyed cars. One
man was pulled alive from
under a large stone after a
wall fell on him in the explosion. Weeping women stood
nearby, anxiously waiting
for news about loved ones.
The blast comes less than
a week after al-Shabab gunmen
carried
out
an
overnight siege on a popular
restaurant in the Somali cap-

ital, killing at least 31 people.
The Somalia-based group often targets high-profile areas
of Mogadishu, including hotels, military checkpoints
and areas near the presidential palace. It has vowed to
step up attacks after the recently elected government
launched a new military offensive against it.
Al-Shabab last year became the deadliest Islamic
extremist group in Africa,
with more than 4,200
people killed in 2016, according to the Washingtonbased Africa Center for Strategic Studies. The group also
faces a new military push
from the U.S. after President
Donald Trump approved expanded operations, including airstrikes.

Flynn’s former business
partner under FBI scanner

Taliban kill
8 Afghan
guards

He oversaw a potentially dubious deal for former NSA’s irm

Associated Press

Reuters
New York

U.S. federal investigators
probing the lobbying work
of ousted National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn are
focused in part on the role of
Bijan Kian, Mr. Flynn’s
former business partner, according to a person interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
Investigators are also
looking at whether payments from foreign clients to
Mr. Flynn and his company,
the now-inactive Flynn Intel
Group, were lawful, according to two separate sources
with knowledge of the broad
inquiry into Mr. Flynn’s business activities. That includes
payments by three Russian
companies and a Netherlands-based company, Inovo, controlled by Turkish
businessman Ekim Alptekin,
they said.
The FBI’s interest in Mr.
Kian has not been previously
reported. Mr. Kian played a

Bijan Kian, left, and ex-NSA
Michael Flynn at an event in
Washington in 2014. AP
*

central role in securing and
overseeing the Inovo contract, two people with knowledge of that project said.

Person of interest
It is not clear whether Mr.
Kian is a target of the criminal investigation or whether
investigators are trying to
build a fuller understanding
of how Mr. Flynn’s company
operated. A person recently
interviewed by the FBI in

connection with the Flynn
probe said agents from the
bureau’s criminal division
had asked as much about
Mr. Kian and his work on the
project with Mr. Alptekin as
they had about Mr. Flynn.
Mr. Kian did not respond
to repeated requests for
comment, nor did his lawyer. The FBI declined to
comment. Mr. Flynn’s lawyer, Robert Kelner, did not
respond to requests for comment. Mr. Alptekin declined
to comment for this story
but last month told Reuters
that he was satisfied with the
work done by Flynn’s firm
and denied any wrongdoing.
The FBI has been investigating whether Flynn’s consulting firm lobbied on behalf of Turkey — after being
paid $530,000 by Inovo —
without making the proper
disclosure, Reuters reported
earlier this month.
The federal investigation
is being run by special counsel Robert Mueller.

nouncing “the brutality of
the North Korean regime as
we mourn its latest victim”.
The student's father, Fred
Warmbier, said last week
that his son had been “brutalised and terrorised” by
the Pyongyang government
and that the family disbe-

Israel starts
work on new
settlement

lieved North Korea’s story
that his son had fallen into a
coma after contracting
botulism and being given a
sleeping pill.
Doctors who examined
Otto Warmbier after his release said there was no sign
of botulism in his system.
Warmbier was freed after
the U.S. State Department’s
special envoy on North
Korea, Joseph Yun, travelled
to Pyongyang and demanded
the student’s release on humanitarian grounds, a U.S.
official said last week.
Meanwhile, the U.S. flew
two supersonic bombers
over the Korean Peninsula
on Tuesday in a show of
force against North Korea,
South Korean officials said.
Seoul’s Defence Ministry said
the bombers engaged in
routine exercises with South
Korean fighter jets aimed at
showing deterrence against
North Korea.
(With AP inputs)

Iran-made drone
downed in Syria
It displayed hostile intent, says U.S.
Agence France-Presse
Washington/ Sydney

A U.S. warplane shot down
an Iran-made drone operated by pro-regime forces in
southern Syria early on
Tuesday, officials said, the
second such incident in less
than two weeks.
The U.S.-led coalition said
in a statement that an F-15E
Strike Eagle jet destroyed
the Shaheed-129 drone
around 12:30 am northeast
of the Al-Tanaf garrison,
which is close to the Jordanian border. “It displayed
hostile intent and advanced
on coalition forces,” the
statement read.
The incident has similar
hallmarks to a June 8 shootdown, when a U.S. F-15 destroyed a pro-regime drone
after it dropped what turned
out to be a dud bomb near
U.S.-backed local forces.
Coalition troops were
working in the area along-

Australia halts mission
Meanwhile, Australia’s military military said on Tuesday
it was temporarily halting
air missions over Syria, following the shooting down of
a Syrian jet by U.S. forces on
Sunday.
The decision came amid
increasing tension between
the U.S. and Russia, which
warned it would track coalition aircraft in Syria as potential “targets”, and halted
a military hotline with
Washington.
“As a precautionary
measure, Australian Defence Force strike operations into Syria have temporarily ceased,” a defence
spokeswoman said.
“ADF operations in Iraq
will continue as part of the
coalition,” she said.

Pak. begins fencing Afghan border
It has angered Kabul, which doesn’t recognise Durand Line
tribal regions all regarded by
authorities as areas prone to
cross-border infiltration by
militants.
The military said it will
also build new forts and border posts to improve surveillance and defensibility.

Associated Press
Agence France-Presse

Islamabad

Jerusalem

Pakistan said on Tuesday
that it has begun building a
fence along its border with
Afghanistan to improve security, a move that has
angered authorities in Kabul.
The two nations are divided by the 2,400-km Durand Line, drawn by British
rulers in 1896. Kabul does
not recognise it as an international border, causing friction between the two neighbours,
with
Pakistan
suggesting Afghanistan has
designs on part of its territory. The line runs through
ethnic Pashtun territory, dividing families and tribes

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu
announced the start of work
on Tuesday on a new settlement in the occupied
West Bank as U.S. envoys
prepared to discuss a new
peace push. “Today, the
work on the ground has begun, as I promised, to establish a new settlement
for the Amona settlers,”
Mr. Netanyahu tweeted.
The Amichai settlement,
in the northern West Bank,
is earmarked for some 40
families evicted from the
outpost of Amona in February after a court order.

side local forces who are being trained to fight the socalled Islamic State group.

The fence Pakistan has
built along its border
with Afghanistan AP
*

between the two countries.
A Pakistani Army statement said the first phase of
the project will focus on the
Bajur, Mohmand and Khyber

‘In interest of both’
It said a secure border is in
interest of both countries
and a well—coordinated security mechanism is essential for peace and stability.
Afghanistan and Pakistan
have long accused each
other of turning a blind eye
to militants operating along
their porous frontier, but
Afghanistan is opposed to
the building of the fence.

KABUL

Taliban gunmen opened
fire on Afghan security
guards in the country’s
northern Parwan province,
killing at least eight guards,
a provincial official and the
insurgents said on Tuesday.
Elsewhere in Afghanistan on Tuesday, four
policemen were killed
when their vehicle struck a
roadside bomb around in
southern
Helmand
province, a Taliban heartland. And in eastern
Nangarhar
province,
where both the Taliban
and an IS affiliate are active, a judge died in a bombing. The attack on the
Afghan guards took place
late on Monday night and
also left two other guards
wounded, according to the
Parwan governor.
The guards were attacked while they were on
their way to work at Bagram airfield, the main U.S.
military base in Afghanistan.

Tech titans meet in White House
18 executives discuss cloud computing and procurement systems run by govt.
Cecilia Kang
Washington

Silicon Valley is fuming
about President Donald
Trump’s stance on climate
and immigration, but top
technology executives still
made a pilgrimage to the
White House on Monday to
discuss a potential upgrade
of government technology.
Timothy D. Cook of
Apple, Jeff Bezos of Amazon,
Satya Nadella of Microsoft
and Eric Schmidt of Alphabet were among 18 tech executives and investors —
many of whom have criticised the Trump administration — who attended the
four-hour afternoon session
to discuss cloud computing
and procurement systems
run by government agencies.
For many, it was the
second group meeting with
Mr. Trump since the election
— and another demonstraCM
YK

Soft power: American technology leaders at the innovation
meeting in White House on Monday THE NEW YORK TIMES
*

tion of the administration’s
ability to summon top business executives, even amid
controversy.

Technology revolution
“[The] Government needs to
catch up with the technology revolution,” said Mr.
Trump, who strolled in at

the end of the meeting to
greet the tech titans. “We’re
going to change that with the
help of great American businesses like the people
assembled.”
He later joked: “We have
approximately $3.5 trillion
of market value in this room
— but that’s almost the exact

number that we’ve created
since my election.” Few technology specialists from the
White House attended. The
administration has not filled
several major science and
technology positions. But
the business and economics
team closest to the President
attended, including Gary D.
Cohn, director of the National Economic Council,
and Dina Powell, senior
counsellor for economic
initiatives.
The event was organised
by Jared Kushner, special adviser to the President, and
Chris Liddell, the White
House director of strategic
initiatives and former chief
financial officer of Microsoft.
Mr. Kushner’s Office of
American
Innovation
brought together the executives for 10 workshops on
topics such as cybersecurity
and analytics. NYT
M ND-ND
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market watch
20-06-2017

% CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,298 ddddddddddddd -0.04
US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.49 ddddddddddddd -0.09
Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,000 ddddddddddddd -0.34
Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 45.85 ddddddddddddd -3.64

NIFTY 50
PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1652.65. . . . . . . 11.05
Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375.65. . . . . . . . . 1.85
Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 241.20. . . . . . . . . 3.40
Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1149.45. . . . . . . . -4.70
Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 658.35. . . . . . . . . 2.95
Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 511.85. . . . . . . . -8.30
Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2815.30. . . . . . -12.45
Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 167.35. . . . . . . . -0.70
Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 366.60. . . . . . . . -0.90
Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24714.45. . . -341.90
BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 664.75. . . . . . . . -2.40
Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 547.85. . . . . . . . . 8.10
Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253.55. . . . . . . . -0.40
Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2676.05. . . . . . . 18.60
Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27917.40. . . -527.80
GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 375.20. . . . . . . . -5.45
HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 854.25. . . . . . . 11.75
HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1631.50. . . . . . -22.70
HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1686.55. . . . . . . . -6.35
Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3797.00. . . . . . -28.45
Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202.00. . . . . . . . . 1.15
Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1093.05. . . . . . . . -2.60
Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1129.45. . . . . . . . . 0.00
ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292.45. . . . . . . 27.49
IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1514.95. . . . . . . . . 3.60
Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 377.10. . . . . . . . . 0.55
Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 943.55. . . . . . . 13.70
Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 411.70. . . . . . . . . 4.50
ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308.70. . . . . . . . -2.20
Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 983.05. . . . . . . . -4.50
L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1750.50. . . . . . . . -5.30
Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1112.85. . . . . . -18.85
M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1389.45. . . . . . . . . 1.20
Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7207.25. . . . . . -42.00
NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.95. . . . . . . . -2.00
ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169.10. . . . . . . . . 3.05
PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 208.30. . . . . . . . -4.10
Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1412.35. . . . . . . . . 3.10
State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.10. . . . . . . . . 1.25
Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 523.80. . . . . . . . -1.05
Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 467.40. . . . . . . 15.05
Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 288.10. . . . . . . . . 5.30
Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.10. . . . . . . . . 4.05
Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 522.35. . . . . . . . . 2.80
TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2445.00. . . . . . . 13.30
Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 394.35. . . . . . . . . 4.90
UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4063.80. . . . . . -33.75
Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241.50. . . . . . . . -0.40
Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254.25. . . . . . . . -0.30
YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1447.05. . . . . . . 16.10
Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 504.40. . . . . . . . -4.70

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 20
CURRENCY

TT BUY

TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.30. . . . . . . 64.62
Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 71.73. . . . . . . 72.09
British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.37. . . . . . . 81.79
Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.72. . . . . . . 58.01
Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.42. . . . . . . . . 9.47
Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.05. . . . . . . 66.38
Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.32. . . . . . . 46.56
Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 48.48. . . . . . . 48.72
Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.99. . . . . . . 15.09
Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES

CHENNAI

June 20 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses
Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.20. . . . . (41.30)
22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,751. . . . . (2,757)

INTERVIEW | S.S. MUNDRA

‘Resolution process to increase
capital requirement for banks’
With bankruptcy law, it is time we take the process to a logical conclusion
MANOJIT SAHA

Banks may require more
capital for higher
provisioning requirements to
resolve stressed assets.
However, it is not prudent to
expect the Centre to bear the
entire burden of capital
infusion, says S.S. Mundra,
Deputy Governor, Reserve
Bank of India in an interview.
Edited excerpts:
With the RBI asking banks
to refer 12 large defaulters
to the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), can
we expect that the
recognition of stressed
assets is complete for
now?
■ Recognition also involves
diagnosis. So, in any
meaningful resolution, there
has to be recognition.
Recognition started right
from the asset quality review
in late 2015.
Two years back there
were so many resolution
tools but there was no
bankruptcy law in the
country.
Now that we have a
bankruptcy law, it is time we
take the resolution process
to a logical conclusion.

Of the top 500 cases
taken up by the RBI’s
Internal Advisory
Committee, there are 488
cases that banks need to
resolve in 6 months.
Banks have sought
relaxation in debt recast
norms. Will the RBI look
into it?
■ There is a whole wish list
from the banking system. If
you look at the wish list,
some of them may be
categorised as seeking
relaxations while some of
them can be seen as
modifications. My broad

solving 500
<
> By
accounts, a
substantial amount
of system NPAs will
be resolved
sense is that since the
structure has been in the
making for sometime, the
room for such relaxation,
which only means buying
more time, I don’t think this
is a feasible idea. Yes, there
may be merit for some
modifications, which are
more tuned with reality and
ground situation. The
regulation side of RBI is
looking into those issues.
Do you think 6 months is
a reasonable time to
resolve 488 accounts?

When you look at 488 as
one bunch, it looks big. But
if you go down in the 500
list of NPAs, and when you
reach the 500th NPA, ticket
size would be ₹150 or ₹170
crore — something which is
not too big, which may be
handled even from a zonal
or regional office of a bank.
For 488, when distributed
across a number of banks
where the lead bank would
be different, so each bank is
required to deal with some
cases, it will not be too large.

■

Hike forays into wallet, UPI
Partners with Yes Bank to enable transfers
opes that users can insert
money into and send to their
friends with a personalised
message.
Tencent, which is an investor in Hike, offers similar
services in China through
WeChat
messaging
application.

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Home-grown instant messaging application Hike on
Tuesday forayed into the digital payments business with
the introduction of the latest
version of its application.
The firm has partnered
with Yes Bank to enable UPI
transfers and digital wallet
services from its messenger.
“Hike 5.0 is the biggest
update we’ve released in the
history of Hike…We have
been thinking about payments for a while now, a
year-and-a-half almost… the
timing is right in terms of the
scale we have,” Kavin Bharti
Mittal, Founder and CEO,
Hike Messenger said.

Kavin Mittal

*

PTI

‘Revenue stage’
The introduction of the service, Mr Mittal said, lays the
“foundation for revenue
stage” for the start-up unveiled in December 2012.
“There are four stages — engagement, growth, revenue
and profitability. We are at
the growth stage.”
Hike till now has raised
more than $250 million. Its
investors include Tencent
Holdings and Foxconn Technology Group.
Mr. Mittal added that with
the new update, the size of
the application has also been
reduced to 25MB, while 128bit SSL encryption has been
added to ensure that communication is completely
encrypted.

The 12 accounts being
referred to NCLT
constitute 25% of the
system’s gross NPA. What
is the proportion of NPAs
in the 500 accounts?

■ Though I have not
calculated the figure, it
would be a substantial
proportion.
By solving the 500
accounts, a substantial
amount of system NPAs —
which is about ₹7 lakh crore
— will be resolved. It is clear
that once these 500 cases
are taken care of, it takes
care of a large percentage of
stressed assets. Whatever is
remaining, it is normal in
the system at any given
point of time.

Do you think the
government should
increase capital
allocation in public sector
banks?
■ This resolution
framework, whichever way
you look at it, it will entail
capital. Once you complete
the process, there will be
provisioning requirement
which may not come out of
the current profitability of
banks. So end of the day, it
will all entail capital
requirement. But to expect
that the government will

There are 3 banks which
were under PCA for over
2 years now. However, the
performance of these
banks has not improved.
What is the road map for
these banks?

It is a mixed bag. One
important thing which
happened is that after
putting them under PCA, the
rate at which the
deterioration was setting in
is certainly checked. Yes,
there are certain parameters
which needs improvement
like GNPA which has
accelerated. But they are not
outliers in that.

■

Mumbai

Reliance Industries Ltd.’s decision to invest afresh in the
offshore Krishna Godavari
(KG) basin after a gap of
eight years has caught investors by surprise.
With RIL’s earlier investments of about $9 billion in
the basin generating less
than a tenth of the projected
output of 80 million metric
standard cubic metres per
day (mmscmd) of gas and
the refining-to-retail company still embroiled in arbitration over cases relating to
alleged inflation of costs and
under production, the announcement of a fresh investment commitment of $6
billion, along with BP Plc.,
into the KG basin has
triggered a guessing game.
“Nothing has changed at
the policy level’’ in the last
couple of years, observed
Madhu Nainan, executive editor of Petrowatch, an online
platform for the oil industry.
“I am as surprised as you are
with this announcement.
With $5 billion at stake on
account of arbitration, I
don’t understand what gives
RIL the confidence to invest
a further $6 billion in the
block.”

Pricing bet
While gas from the KG basin
is currently sold at $2.48 per
million
metric
British
thermal units (mmbtu) by
RIL under the gas pricing
formula worked out by the
NDA government, some analysts contend that the company is betting on significantly higher returns based
on the new pricing formula
that the Centre had proposed for operating difficult
fields including high pressure, high temperature,
deep-water and ultra deepwater areas.
Jal Irani, head of research

Deep water: The Centre has said its diicult ield pricing policy
won’t apply to blocks under arbitration. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK
*

at Edelweiss Securities,
wrote in a research note that
RIL would be eligible for
premium gas price under
that policy, which currently
stood at $5.6/mmbtu.
“The combined integrated project will benefit
from premium gas price allowed under difficult field
policy” and halving of deepwater rig costs since 2014.
“Currently, the premium pricing for difficult fields stands
at ~2x APM, which signific-

NEWS ANALYSIS
antly enhances viability of
these projects.,” wrote Irani.
The Centre’s policy, however, has a categorical
caveat. The new pricing formula won’t apply to blocks
under arbitration.
Moody’s Investors Service
has also cautioned that RIL’s
proposed investment is
fraught with risks.
“The planned investment
will increase RIL’s exposure
to Indian gas business,
which is extremely challenging given the delays in regulatory approvals, retrospective changes in regulations
and slow resolution of disputes. RIL is already in arbitration with the regulator for
costs previously incurred in
the KGD6 block,” Moody’s
said on Tuesday.

“Two fields in the KGD6
block that are already producing have seen a sharp decline in production of 60
mmscmd in 2010 to 7.8
mmscd in 2017. The company has attributed the decline to more-than-expected
complexity of the reservoirs.
If the new fields also exhibit
the same kind of complexity,
the cash flows from the project could be much lower.”
Reliance’s
billionaire
chairman Mukesh Ambani,
who recovered a substantial
portion of the initial investment when the company
sold a 30% stake to BP in
2011 for $7.2 billion, appears
to be wagering that a resolution with the Centre is
around the corner.
“RIL has recovered its investments from the block
but what about BP? There is
no logic unless there is an assurance from the government on higher gas prices,”
Mr. Nainan said.
RIL and BP expect to produce up to 12 mmscmd from
the new blocks, with first
production expected in
2020. “If the three new
fields together manage to
achieve production volumes
of 30-35 mmscmd of natural
gas, they could generate annual revenues of $2.2-2.5 billion, of which RIL’s share
will be $1.3-1.5 billion,”
Moody’s said.

LONDON

Oil prices fell to sevenmonth lows on Tuesday
after news of increases in
supply by several key producers, a trend that has undermined attempts by
OPEC and others to support the market through
reduced output.
Benchmark
Brent
dropped $1.29 to a low of
$45.62 a barrel, its weakest
since November 15, two
weeks before OPEC and
other producers agreed to
cut output by 1.8 million
barrels per day (bpd) for
six months from January.
The U.S. crude futures
contract for July, due to expire later on Tuesday, fell
$1.27 to $42.93, its lowest
since November 14, before
recovering to around
$43.10. Both benchmarks
are down more than 15%
since late May, when the
OPEC, Russia and other
producers extended limits
on output until the end of
March 2018.

GDP growth
to rise to 7.5%
in FY19: Fitch

SpiceJet plans to buy 50
turboprops for $1.7 billion

Special Correspondent

Signs LoI with Bombardier for 86-seater Q400 aircraft

CM
YK

If you look at March 31, the
gross NPAs was 9.51% or so,
while for public sector banks
it is 12.3%. Stressed asset for
banking system will be 12%
and for the public sector it
will be 15% plus.

■

Piyush Pandey

Reuters

WhatsApp plan
Over 10 crore Hike Messenger users will be able to
transfer money using the digital Wallet or directly to
banks using UPI, pay mobile
bills and recharge from the
platform itself. The introduction comes ahead of rival
WhatsApp’s entry into digital

NEW DELHI

As on September 30,
2016, the gross NPA ratio
of the system was 9.1%
while the stressed asset
ratio was 12.3%. What is
the position as at March
end?

With RIL still locked in arbitration, investors are puzzled

Oil slides on
supply to
7-month low

payment expected later this
year. Whatsapp, which
counts India among its
largest market, has about 20
crore users in the country.
“We have also introduced
something called “blue packets” which brings expressions such as thank you, flying kiss to money…We really
believe that payments is an
extension of your daily life,”
Mr. Mittal said.
‘Blue Packets’ are specially designed digital envel-

India’s GDP growth will
rise from 7.4% to 7.5% in
2018-19 and to 7.6% in 201920 boosted by GST, increased public spending on
infrastructure, and a supportive monetary policy
over the last two years, according to Fitch Ratings.
The agency said recovery in global growth was
strengthening, with world
GDP growth expected to
pick up to 3.1% in 2018
from 2.5% in 2016. This
would be the highest rate
seen since 2010, Fitch said.
“We do, however, expect investment to gradually pick up from current
lows, on the back of the
transmission of supportive
monetary policy of the
past two years and
stepped-up structural reforms,” Fitch said.

only be the provider of this
capital is not a right way to
think.
At the same time, that all
this capital will come
without government support
is also not the right thing to
assume.
The key point is all the
available options will be
required to be explored. You
can get some capital from
the government, you can
raise some capital from the
market, you try to get out of
the non-core investment,
you also try to dispose of
some non-core assets, etc. It
will be a combination and
each bank will have to work
out its own strategy.

Reliance’s latest KG basin
energy foray: A gamble?

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

No-frills airline SpiceJet on
Tuesday announced plans to
purchase 50 Q400 turboprop aircraft worth $1.7 billion
(more than ₹10,900 crore)
from Bombardier, a day after
signing a pact for buying 40
Boeing 737 MAX planes.
SpiceJet, which has drawn
up ambitious expansion
plans, has signed a letter of
intent with Bombardier
Commercial Aircraft to buy
up to 50 Q400 turboprop
aircraft.
The letter of intent is for
25 Q400 turboprops and
purchase rights for an additional 25 aircraft. These are
86-seater planes.
“Based on the Q400 turboprop list price, the order
could be valued at up to USD

Fleet expansion: It earlier signed a pact for buying 40 Boeing
737 MAX planes GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK
*

1.7 billion. This would be the
single biggest order for the
Q400,” SpiceJet said in a
statement. At the current exchange rate, the order will
be worth over ₹10,900
crore.
“I am delighted to announce this new order for
50 Q400 planes... This order
will help us further increase

connectivity to smaller
towns and cities,” SpiceJet
CMD Ajay Singh said. The
initial pact was signed at the
ongoing Paris Air Show.
Civil Aviation Secretary
R.N. Choubey said SpiceJet’s
order will help take forward
the government’s vision to
provide air connectivity to
the common man.
M ND-ND
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INTERVIEW | VIVEK SHARMA

‘Trump impact on generic
pharma won’t be long term’
Piramal Pharma CEO says U.S. doesn’t have capacity to manufacture all it needs
HDFC Ltd. to raise
₹775 crore via bonds
NEW DELHI

Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd.
will raise ₹775 crore by
issuing bonds on private
placement basis as part of
arranging long-term capital.
The object of the issue is to
augment long-term
resources of the Corporation,
HDFC said in a filing. “The
proceeds of the present issue
would be utilised for
financing/refinancing the
housing finance business
requirements of the
Corporation,” it added. PTI

SAIL not to take over
Monnet Ispat: Singh
NEW DELHI

Amid speculations that
public sector Steel Authority
of India (SAIL) may take over
debt-ridden Monnet Ispat &
Energy, Steel Minister
Chaudhary Birender Singh
has ruled out any such
possibility. When asked
about SAIL’s plans to take
over Monnet Ispat, the
minister said “why should we
(SAIL) take it.” Mr. Singh,
however, said that steps are
being taken to resolve the
stress in the sector. PTI

Videocon Telecom eyes
₹1,658 crore revenue
NEW DELHI

Videocon Telecom said it was
targeting a consolidated
revenue of ₹1,658 crore in
the current financial year
from its existing, newly set
up and upcoming business
lines. “All the business lines,
be it existing, newly setup or
upcoming, our first criteria is
that the business should be
cash positive from the word
go, and we don’t have to
burn any money to make it
run,” Arvind Bali, CEO at
Videocon Telecom said in a
statement.

CM
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Varghese K. George

India exports generic drugs
worth $12.5 billion annually
and the U.S is a big market.
President Donald Trump has
been critical of the fact that
the country imports drugs.
“..they don’t make them here,
to a large extent,” he said
early this year.
Pharmaceutical imports to
America could be a target in
the border adjustment tax
that Republican lawmakers
are trying to impose on
imports. But Indian generic
pharma sector has
advantages that America
seeks and will survive the
storm, says Vivek Sharma,
CEO, Piramal Pharma
Solutions. Piramal has 12
locations around the world,
including the U.S. The
Boston-based Mr. Sharma
spoke ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
first meeting with Mr. Trump,
scheduled for next week, on
what the sector expects and
how the Indian government
could help. Excerpts.
Do you think President
Donald Trump’s
protectionist ideas could
negatively affect Indian
generic pharma industry?

In general, the generic
pharma industry is growing
and will continue to do so as
the demand for affordable
and quality medicines
increases. I also believe that
with the right focus on
quality, compliance and
technology, India will
continue to play an
important role in the global
pharma industry.
We have an obligation to
maintain global quality
standards. Indian
companies have made drugs
affordable for the entire
world. There could be some
short-term challenges, but

■

and they are very
comfortable working in
India. They have bigger
challenges on this front,
particularly China. It is more
of a political issue that is
raised on and off.
Do pharma companies
have a strategy to deal
with the rhetoric against
manufacturing moving
abroad and such issues?

We are passing the
message through members
of Congress and other bodies
about the non- profit work
that Indian companies are
doing in America and the
kind of value that we bring
to the American healthcare
sector. So, yes, there is an
effort being made.

■

overall I am very optimistic
about the future of the
sector in the U.S. under
President Trump. The U.S.
does not have the capacity
to manufacture all that it
requires.
Unlike other sectors like
I.T, the pharma industry has
not seen movement of
employees from India into
the U.S. In fact, Indian
Pharma companies like ours
have created jobs in the U.S.
and also retained locals to
manufacture medicines in
the U.S. for the U.S. markets.
While India offers a cost
arbitrage, companies like
ours that focus on quality,
do not compromise on
investments required to
adhere to global
expectations on this front.
My business is a services
business. We make drugs for
other companies. In services
business, cost is important.
We, however, see that as an
opportunity to invest in new
capabilities and

have seen FDA
<
> We
having a different
approach with
pharma firms in
India and the West
technologies and many
people come to us for the
differentiated capabilities we
offer. There is a huge
demand in the western
world for combination of
cost advantage and quality.
The U.S. continues to
complain that IPR
protections are not
adequate in India in the
pharma sector. Do you
think this conflict will
flare up under Mr.
Trump?

Except in case of
compulsory licensing, for
India, that is not a big
challenge. We have
customers from all over the
world. In our normal
discussions with companies,
they don’t make it a big issue

■

What would you like the
Indian government to
take up with the
American government?

At the government to
government level, India
must continue to impress
upon America to not impose
visa restrictions that will
disallow free movement of
talent.
Secondly, we have seen
the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) having
a different approach with
pharmaceutical companies
in India compared to those
in the West.
We ourselves experience
this different approach when
the U.S. auditors visit our
Indian sites versus our sites
in Europe or North America.
Our quality standards are
global and apply across all
our sites across the world.
There needs to be a greater
level of sensitisation on this
issue, about the efforts being
made by Indian companies
in ensuring global quality
standards, across all their
facilities.

■

Polyhose
buys Ashok
Leyland unit
k.t. jagannathan

Mahindra unit wins
contract from Airbus
To supply ‘hard metal’ components

Chennai

City-based Polyhose India
Private Ltd., a leading hose
manufacturer in the country, has acquired the construction equipment manufacturing facility of the
joint venture between
Ashok Leyland and John
Deere here for an undisclosed consideration.
Chief financial officer
Suryanarayanan said the
deal involved only the acquisition of assets such as
land, building, plant and
the like. There was no
takeover of liability and
employees, he added.
Commercial
vehicle
maker Ashok Leyland
formed a 50:50 joint venture in 2009 with the U.S.based John Deere for earth
moving equipment business, and the first product
was unveiled in November
2011.

Special Correspondent
MUMBAI

Mahindra Aerostructures,
an arm of Mahindra
Aerospace, won a contract
from Airbus to manufacture
and supply components
made of hard metals
(aerospace steel, titanium
and inconel) for A320neo
and A350 XWB aircraft.
The value of the contract
was not disclosed.
Mahindra Aerostructures
would execute the work together with France-based
Segnere SAS., which has experience working with hard
metals and supplies components directly to Airbus.

Tier-1 supplier
“This contract establishes
us as a tier-1 supplier,”
Arvind Mehra, executive director & CEO of Mahindra
Aerospace said in a state-

Arvind Mehra

ment. “We are also aware of
a high degree of responsibility it places on our
aerospace business. We will
work with Segnere to ensure
flawless ramp-up and timely
deliveries on our commitments.”
Srinivasan Dwarakanath,
president, Commercial Aircraft at Airbus India, said
the contract was part of the
a strategy to source more
components from India.

Farm debt waiver could
hurt Punjab most: report
Tamil Nadu, U.P. and Kerala are also fiscally vulnerable
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Punjab, which became the
latest State to announce a
farm loan waiver scheme on
Monday, is most vulnerable
to a fiscal shock from such
debt write-offs along with
three other States, while Uttar Pradesh could also overshoot its fiscal deficit goals
on the same account, a research report by JM Financial
said.
While Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana had announced farm loan waivers
in 2014, Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra have followed
in their footsteps recently.
Madhya Pradesh, where
farmer protests took a viol-

ent turn recently, has resisted a blanket waiver for
now, but promised a special zero-interest loan arrangement for defaulters of
existing farm loans instead.
“Assuming all States announce the farm loan
waiver with a staggered
timelines (like A.P. and Telangana did by releasing
funds over 4-5 years to curtail impact on their fiscal
deficit), we find that Tamil
Nadu, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Kerala will be worst
hit. States like U.P. and M.P.
too, are expected to exceed
their budgeted fiscal deficit
as their additional fiscal
space is inadequate to fully
absorb the burden,” JM Fin-

ancial analysts noted in the
report titled ‘State-wise Sensitivity to Farm Loan Waiver.’
Gujarat, Maharashtra and,
to an extent, Karnataka, however, could cope with the
strain of such a debt write-off
scheme, as per the report,
but this would depend on
the extent of the loan waiver
scheme’s coverage.
On an aggregate basis, it
estimates that the gross fiscal
deficit of 17 States could go
up by 60-90 basis points as a
percentage of gross state domestic product and push
States’ deficit beyond the 3%
limit envisaged under the
Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management framework for 2017-18.
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TV PICKS
Confederations Cup: Sony
Six, Six HD and TEN 2, 8.30 &
11.30 p.m.
England vs South Africa:
1st T20, SS Select 1 & Select 1
HD, 11 p.m.

Kumble quits as head coach

The Netherlands
snaps India’s run

Decision follows a meeting with Kohli and BCCI officials in London
G. Viswanath
MUMBAI

IN BRIEF

Sad day for Indian cricket,
says Gavaskar
NEW DELHI

Sunil Gavaskar on Tuesday
described the resignation of
the national team’s head
coach Anil Kumble as a sad
day for Indian cricket and
patted him for doing a great
job in his one-year stint. “I
have very little knowledge
about the differences
between Virat (Kohli) and
Anil. But, it is a really sad day
for Indian cricket,” Gavaskar
said. “India have won
everything since the time
Anil took over. I can’t see Anil
doing much wrong in one
year. Differences happen in
any team, but you must see
the results,” he told NDTV. PTI

Pietersen has no regrets
over pioneer role
LONDON

Kevin Pietersen has insisted
he was happy to have paved
the way for current England
stars to play in T20 franchise
cricket even if it helped
curtail his own international
career and saw him labelled
the ‘bad guy’. Pietersen has
not played for England since
being frozen out following a
5-0 Ashes loss in Australia in
2014. Pietersen has spent
most of the intervening
period playing in the growing
number of T20 franchises
around the world. AFP

Anil Kumble, a distinguished
achiever as a player and as
head coach of the Indian
team for the last one year,
has chosen to part ways with
the National team with great
dignity, but not in circumstances that he would have
wished for.
The BCCI confirmed the
development on Tuesday,
saying: “Mr. Anil Kumble has
withdrawn his services as
the head coach of the senior
India men’s team.
“While the Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) had
endorsed an extension to his
tenure, Mr. Kumble has decided not to continue.
“M.V. Sridhar (GM, Cricket
Operations) will supervise
the team management for
the West Indies tour. Sanjay
Bangar, batting coach and R.
Sridhar, fieldng coach, will
continue their assignments.”

Monday’s meeting
The decision followed a
meeting Kumble had with
Kohli and BCCI officials in
London on Monday evening,
in which, sources said, Kohli
only reiterated his position
vis-à-vis Kumble.
It was after this meeting
that Kumble, despite having
had applied afresh for the
head coach post, decided to
step down.
The CAC, though, had
strongly backed Kumble’s extension till the 2019 World
Cup.
From the time Kumble
took over in July 2016, with
the first assignment in the
West Indies, until the long
home international season

see the coach’s role
<
> Iakin
to ‘holding a
mirror’ to drive
self-improvement in
the team’s interest
Anil Kumble

Take a call on Dhoni,
Yuvraj’s role: Dravid

HWL SEMIFINAL
Press Trust of India
LONDON

‘Apparent the partnership was untenable’
Surprised that the captain had reservations about my style: Kumble
Mumbai

Anil Kumble, who has
withdrawn as head coach of
the Indian team, has said
that he was surprised when
the BCCI told him that Virat
Kohli had reservations
about his ‘style’ and him
continuing as head coach.
Here is the statement
released by Kumble on his
personal twitter handle
@anilkumble1074:
“I am honoured by the
confidence reposed in me
by the CAC, in asking me to
continue as head coach.
The credit for the

that culminated with the
Test series against Australia,
the cricketing fraternity felt
that the Virat Kohli-Kumble
combination worked wonders for Indian cricket.
Furthermore, there was
reason to believe that both
the captain and he enjoyed a

ICC may
axe CT for
more T20
World Cups
Agence France-Presse
London

Reality check: With the 2019 World Cup looming, Rahul
Dravid said India needs to decide whether Dhoni and Yuvraj
fit into the team’s plans. FILE PHOTO K. BHAGYA PRAKASH
*

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The time has come for India
to take decisions with a focus
on the 2019 World Cup and
that includes a call on the
role of M.S. Dhoni and Yuvraj
Singh in the current team,
feels former captain Rahul
Dravid.
“It is a call that is got to
be taken by the selectors and
the management,” Dravid
told ESPNCricinfo. “And what
they see as the roadmap for
Indian cricket, and where
they see the role of both
these cricketers going ahead
for the next couple of years.
Is there a place for both of
them? Is there a place for
only one of them?

“Do you want to reassess
it in a year’s time, six months’
time? Do you want to look at
the available talent and see
what they have to offer
before going back to these
two players,” he elaborated.
India is set to play a
limited-overs series in the
West Indies from Friday with
a full strength squad.
However, Dravid hopes the
youngsters get a chance in
the playing eleven.
“They have taken a
decision to go to the West
Indies with a full-strength
squad. I really hope they are
willing to experiment at least
in the playing XI and give
more opportunities to
people.”

achievements of the last
one year goes to the
captain, entire team,
coaching and support staff.
“Post this intimation, I
was informed for the first
time yesterday by the BCCI
that the captain had
reservations with my
“style” and about my
continuing as the head
coach.
“I was surprised since I
had always respected the
role boundaries between
captain and coach. Though
the BCCI attempted to
resolve the
misunderstandings

Special Correspondent

The Champions Trophy
could be scrapped in favour of staging the World
Twenty20 every two years,
according to International
Cricket Council (ICC) chief
executive
David
Richardson.
Pakistan thrashed India
by 180 runs to win this
year's edition of the Champions Trophy at The Oval
on Sunday, with a worldwide television audience of
millions watching the stunning final.
But some officials believe the eight-team event
is now too similar to the
World Cup which the ICC,
controversially, has decided should be contested
by just 10 teams from the
2019 event in England.
India is due to stage the
next Champions Trophy in
2021
but
Richardson
warned on Monday it was
by no means certain the
event would go ahead, with
the former South Africa
wicketkeeper saying future
World Twenty20s could
feature up to 20 teams.

terrific rapport, which was
not the case as it turned out
to be.

Shock
Kumble was in for a shock
when news broke out before
the start of the ICC Champions Trophy that Kohli had

between the captain and
me, it was apparent that the
partnership was untenable,
and I therefore believe it is
best for me to move on.

Key traits
“Professionalism,
discipline, commitment,
honesty, complementary
skills and diverse views are
the key traits I bring to the
table. These need to be
valued for the partnership
to be effective. I see the
coach’s role akin to ‘holding
a mirror’ to drive selfimprovement in the team’s
interest.
conveyed reservations about
his style of functioning to
BCCI officials and then to the
chairman of the Committee
of Administrators (CoA),
Vinod Rai, at a meeting in
Hyderabad.
Although Kohli denied
any such rift between him

“In light of these
‘reservations’, I believe it is
best I handover this
responsibility to whomever
the CAC and BCCI deem fit.
“Let me reiterate that it
has been an absolute
privilege to have served as
head coach for the last one
year. I thank the CAC, BCCI,
CoA and all concerned.
“I also wish to thank the
innumerable followers and
fans of Indian cricket for
their continued support. I
will remain a well-wisher of
the great cricketing
tradition of my country
forever.”

and Kumble at a press conference at Birmingham, BCCI
officials knew that the situation had gone beyond rapprochement and that Kohli
had indeed asked for a
change of head coach, recommending the name of
Virender Sehwag.

The Netherlands handed India its first defeat, prevailing
3-1, in the Hockey World
League League semifinal
here on Tuesday.
The Netherlands scored
through Thierry Brinkman
(2nd minute), Sander Baart
(12th) and Mirco Pruijser
(24th), while Akashdeep
Singh’s field goal was India’s
only success.
The loss, however, did
not make any impact on India’s chances in the tournament as it had already qualified for the quarterfinals
where it takes on Malaysia
on Thursday. The Netherlands faces China in the last
eight.
The Dutchmen played the
match on the expected
lines, controlling the proceedings for major part of
the match. The Indians were
slow to get off the blocks
and the defence was caught
off guard as early as in the
second minute when Sardar
Singh lost possession just
outside the circle, and
Brinkman made no mistake.
The Netherlands doubled
its lead in the 12th minute
when Baart scored from its

first penalty corner.
The Netherlands made it
3-0 in the 24th minute when
Pruijser scored after receiving a through pass from
Bjorn Kellerman.
It took a brilliant field
strike from Akashdeep to
bring India back into the
match.
After the change of ends,
the Indians created a few
scoring
chances
with
Ramandeep Singh and
Mandeep Singh at the fore
but the Netherlands goalkeepers Sam van der Ven
and Pirmin Blaak, who took
the field through rolling substitution, made some fine
saves to keep the lead
intact.
The Indians created their
chances but they failed to
sustain possession of the
ball for long periods of time,
which eventually cost them
dearly.
In the last 10 minutes, India earned two more penalty corners but van der Ven
was at his best to deny Harmanpreet on both occasions.
The results:
The Netherlands 3 (Brinkman 2, Baart 12, Pruijser 24) bt
India 1 (Akashdeep 28); Canada
1 (Johnston 29) drew with
Scotland 1 (Marshall 42).

Intense action: Akashdeep Singh battles with Sander Baart as
Dutch goalkeeper Sam van der Ven looks on. AP
*

TENNIS

CHESS

Murray bows out in first-round

Indian men
trounce USA

Agencies
LONDON

World No. 1 Andy Murray
slumped to a 7-6(4), 6-2 firstround defeat to Jordan
Thompson at the Queen’s
Club on Tuesday. Also crashing out was No. 2 seed Stan
Wawrinka, a 7-6(4), 7-5 loser
to Feliciano Lopez.
World No. 6 Milos Raonic
was the other seeded casualty, a 7-6(5), 7-6(8) loser to
Thanasi Kokkinakis.
At the Gerry Weber Open
at Halle, Roger Federer defeated Yuichi Sugita 6-3, 6-1
in the first round.
Important results (all first
round): At London: Aegon
Championships:
Jordan
Thompson bt Andy Murray 7-6
(4), 6-2; Feliciano Lopez bt
Stan Wawrinka 7-6(4), 7-5;
Thanasi Kokkinakis bt Milos
Raonic 7-6(5), 7-6(8); Grigor
Dimitrov bt Ryan Harrison 6-3,
6-1; Tomas Berdych bt Steve
Darcis 7-5, 6-3; Donald Young
bt Nick Kyrgios 7-6(3), 0-0
retd.
At Halle: Gerry Weber Open:
Roger Federer bt Yuichi Sugita
6-3, 6-1; Mischa Zverev bt Lukas Lacko 6-4, 6-4; Lucas
Pouille bt Jan-Lennart Struff
1-6, 6-3, 6-4; Kei Nishikori bt
Fernando Verdasco 6-7(7), 6-3,
6-4; Mikhail Youzhny bt Ivo
Karlovic 6-3, 7-6(6); Alexander

SPORTS BUREAU
KHANTY MANSIYSK

Stunner: Lucky loser Jordan Thompson ended Andy Murray’s
14-match winning streak on grass. CLIVE BRUNSKILL/GETTY IMAGES
*

Zverev bt Paolo Lorenzi 6-3,
6-2; Bernard Tomic bt Tommy
Haas 6-4, 6-4; Dustin Brown bt
Vasek Pospisil 6-1, 6-7(3), 7-6
(4); Philipp Kohlschreiber bt
Joao Sousa 3-6, 6-4, 6-4;
Richard Gasquet bt Gael Monfils 3-6, 6-4, 6-3; Dominic
Thiem bt Maximilian Marterer
7-5, 6-3.
At Birmingham: Aegon Classic:
Lucie Safarova bt Dominika
Cibulkova 5-7, 7-6(7), 7-5;
Kristina Mladenovic bt YingYing Duan 6-3, 7-6(2); Alison
Riske bt Donna Vekic 6-2, 7-6
(2); CoCo Vandeweghe 6-4,
6-2; Daria Gavrilova bt Hsieh
Su-Wei 6-4, 6-4; Petra Kvitova
bt Tereza Smitkova 6-2, 6-3;
Johanna Konta bt Lesya
Tsurenko 6-3, 7-6(6); Camila

Giorgi bt Natalia Vikhlyantseva
6-3, 7-6(4); Barbora Strycova
bt Yulia Putintseva 6-3, 6-3;
Elina Svitolina bt Heather Watson 6-2, 5-7, 6-3; Naomi Broady
bt Alize Cornet 7-6(3), 6-0.
Doubles: Coco Vandeweghe &
Sania Mirza bt Darija Jurak &
Anastasia Rodionova 6-2, 6-4.
At Mallorca: Mallorca Open:
Sabine Lisicki bt Kiki Bertens
6-2, 3-6 retired; Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova bt Sara Sorribes 4-6, 7-5, 6-4; Julia Goerges bt Lara Arruabarrena 6-1,
6-2; Shelby Rogers bt Beatriz
Haddad Maia 7-6(4), 6-3;
Francesca Schiavone bt Eugenie Bouchard 6-7(5), 6-4,
6-3; Roberta Vinci bt Sara Errani 6-2, 6-1; Kirsten Flipkens
bt Mandy Minella 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

A resurgent trio of B. Adhiban, K. Sasikiran and Parimarjan Negi pulled off impressive victories as India
produced a robust performance to trounce USA 3.5-0.5
in the fourth round of the
World team chess championship here on Tuesday.
As per ratings, the players
were evenly matched on all
four boards but once the action commenced, the Indians seized control.
Adhiban made amends
for losing the first two
games by winning back-toback battles.
He outplayed seasoned
campaigner Varuzhan Akobian with black pieces and
put India ahead in the tie.
A little later, Sasikiran
ended the resistance of Ray
Robson to double India’s
lead. Even though Vidit
Gujrathi searched in vain for
victory and eventually
settled for a draw with Alexander Onischuk, Negi patiently nailed Jeffery Xiong
in an ending involving opposite-colour bishops and
pawns.

The triumph lifted India
to the fifth spot with four
match-points.
Later in the day, Padmini
Rout doubled India’s joy as
she won her third board
battle against Poland’s
Karina Szczepkowska in the
only decisive battle, lasting
77 moves.
The results (fourth round):
Open: India (4) bt USA (3) 3.50.5 (Vidit Gujrathi drew with
Alexander Onischuk; B. Adhiban bt Varuzhan Akobian; K.
Sasikiran bt Ray Robson; Parimarjan Negi bt Jeffery Xiong).
Poland (6) lost to Turkey (6)
1.5-2.5; Belarus (1) lost to Russia (7) 1-3; China (7) bt Egypt
(0) 3.5-0.5; Norway (2) lost to
Ukraine (6) 1-3.
Women: India (5) bt Poland (4)
2.5-1.5 (D. Harika drew with
Monika Sacko; Tania Sachdev
drew wth Jolanta Zawadzka;
Padmini Rout bt Karina Szczepkowska; S. Vijayalakshmi drew
with Joanna Majdan-Gajewska).
Georgia (4) lost to Russia (7)
1.5-2.5; Ukraine (7) bt Vietnam
(2) 3-1; Azerbaijan (4) drew
witih China (4) 2-2; USA (3) bt
Egypt (0) 3.5-1.5.

Kohli might profit from a stint in England before 2019
The Champions Trophy final saw clichés confirmed and rejected

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

Clichés tend to be true. That is how they
become clichés. And one of cricket’s
most-repeated is: In a major final, when
you win the toss, bat.
It is a measure of India’s arrogance
that in the Champions Trophy final,
they decided to bowl instead, reasoning
perhaps, “Whatever our sad, unformed
opponents score, we can score one run
more.” That they actually scored 180
runs fewer cannot all be attributed to
that one decision alone, but that’s a
good starting point.
“The scoreboard is your extra
bowler,” is a corollary to the earlier
CM
YK

cliché. Teams have chased 300, they
have even chased 400 and won; but a
big score batting first is as effective as a
Mohammed Amir delivery in applying
pressure. Especially when you don’t
have a Amir or anyone approaching his
skill bowling for you.

‘Perhaps’ galore!
Perhaps India had already peaked in the
semifinal against Bangladesh and the
rest was going to be downhill anyway,
while Pakistan had struggled initially
and peaked at the right time. Perhaps
picking two spinners was wrong. Perhaps the middle order was just waiting
to be exposed. Perhaps on another day,
Fakhar Zaman might not have got away
with his combination of loose and precise batsmanship.
Perhaps on another day, Indian fielders might have hit the stumps more often and made up for their bowlers’ having an off day. Perhaps an
overconfident, overcoached India were

overcome by an underdone, underprepared Pakistan playing a wonderful
brand of spontaneous, unrehearsed, instinctive cricket. Not since the West Indies of the 1980s has a team enjoyed itself so patently and communicated that
enjoyment so emphatically.
The post mortems will continue.

Purpose and arrogance
This was a young, hungry, passionate
Pakistan team who only just made it
into the tournament as the eighthranked team. They had more to prove.
They have not played an international at home in eight years, which
means a generation has grown up
without having seen their heroes in action. To retain the passion, the vision,
and channelise the anger and disappointment has been Pakistan’s great
achievement. They played on the edge
of the tournament, almost every match
a knockout, but remained the last men
standing.

There was arrogance here too, but it
was arrogance of a different kind.
Where India’s was built on a lack of respect for the opposition, Pakistan’s
grew from self-belief. It was the arrogance of a young team which didn’t
know better; India’s was that of an experienced team that should have known
better.
The defeat would have clarified
things for India. The next big test is the
2019 World Cup in England. It is a
young man’s game. Both Mahendra
Singh Dhoni and Yuvraj Singh will be 37
then. Had India won, the question may
not have been asked. This is what defeat
does.
Other options will have to be explored too. Despite Virat Kohli’s average
of 253 going into the final, this was not
the Kohli who has dominated the bowling around the world. This was the
Kohli of England, edgy (in more senses
than one), uncertain against skilled
bowlers testing him outside the off

stump. He will remain captain for the
World Cup, but the two-year planning
could involve a stint in English county
cricket. Perhaps for a season, perhaps
half a season. The best place to familiarise yourself with English conditions is
England. Kohli is a driven man, the man
most likely to overtake Sachin Tendulkar’s records in one-day cricket. He
will be probed in county cricket. That
can only help his cause.

Gracious in defeat
India will have to come to terms with
the fact that they were thrashed. There
is no gentle way of saying this. Kohli was
gracious in defeat, just as his counterpart Sarfraz Ahmed was in victory. This
is a generation that does not hark back
to the Partition and the Wars and political conflicts which are the staple of
television and other media.
It is cricket’s burden that it has to
stand for things beyond itself: nationalism, patriotism, self-worth, masculinity

and much more. To say that its only a
game is the consolation of the defeated
— clichés can be comforting. Another
cliché: the better team on the day won.
Its been a while since India lost a final
so badly. Yet stones were not pelted at
players’ houses, nor have there been
calls for sacking the team or discussions
about time spent on commercial endorsements. That’s one cliché we
should be glad to have got rid of — that
defeat is the end of the world.
It is as if the teams play cricket, and
their supporters play politics around
the event. Understandable, for it draws
eyeballs to the screen and helps sell
toothpaste and cars and those things
you put on your hair to feel young.
The captains’ maturity has been reflected in the behaviour of the fans on
either side of the border. Cricket is not
politics, or indeed war by other means.
A final cliché: Upsets are the life
blood of sport. Certainty never served it
well.
M ND-ND
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Nothing left to prove: Gopi Chand

IN BRIEF

Youth CWG squad
may face travel issues

We now have a set of players who are world-beaters, says the National badminton coach

Kamesh Srinivasan
V.V. Subrahmanyam

<
>

HYDERABAD

Did National badminton
coach P. Gopi Chand think of
quitting when there was a
bid to clip his powers
recently?
“If they wanted my services, I was available and
even otherwise I would not
have fought for the post,”
said Gopi.
A strong faction of the
Badminton Association of India reportedly had designs of
installing a panel of coaches,
but the move did not materialise. The BAI subsequently
clarified that Gopi would remain as chief coach.
“If this sort of move were
to take place a few years ago,
maybe I would have fought
for the post. But certainly
not anymore.

Maradona prefers Messi,
dubs Ronaldo ‘incredible’
BUENOS AIRES

Argentinian footballing
legend Diego Maradona said
he preferred compatriot
Lionel Messi to Cristiano
Ronaldo all the while
dubbing the Portugal captain
an “incredible” player. “I can’t
remember having seen Lionel
Messi play badly. I prefer him
to Cristiano Ronaldo but
acknowledge that the latter
is an animal. He’s incredible,”
he said. AFP

Goal realised
“See, I realised my big goal
after setting up my academy,
to produce an Olympic
medallist, when Saina [Nehwal] won the bronze in the
2012 Games.
“Then, I wanted another
medallist and I’m glad that
[P.V.] Sindhu went one step
further and bagged a silver
last year in the Rio Games.
“The results are there for
everyone to see. So, there is
nothing more for me to
prove now or really chase
any new goals as we have a

Infantino defends using
video assistant referees
KAZAN (RUSSIA)

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino has defended the
use of video assistant
referees (VAR) during the
first round of group-stage
matches at the
Confederations Cup. “I am
extremely happy with VAR so
far. We have seen how it has
helped referees to make the
correct decisions. Video
assistant refereeing is the
future of modern football.”
he said. AFP

The work-life balance: P. Gopi Chand with his children, Sai Vishnu and Gayathri, at his academy
in Hyderabad. V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
*

set of players (men and women) who are world-beaters
on their day,” said Gopi during an interview at his
Gachibowli Academy here.
“The biggest challenge
even now for me is to have a
system which produces con-

sistently the kind of results
that are expected of us. Fortunately, I must say the panel
of coaches at my academy,
including Mulyo Handoyo,
Siddharth Jain and Amrish
Shinde, are doing a wonderful job,” said Gopi.

Karnataka’s hopes dashed

Troubled Ronaldo gets
Madrid court date
MADRID

Cristiano Ronaldo’s woes
deepened on Tuesday when
he was summoned to appear
before a judge investigating
tax fraud on July 31 to answer
four counts of tax evasion of
€14.7 million. Unhappy
Ronaldo has left his future at
Real Madrid in doubt and has
been linked to United and
other top clubs after angrily
announcing last week that his
“conscience is clear.” AFP

Mumbai beats Patiala 3-0 to sneak into the last eight

“Whatever results we are
seeing of late, particularly in
the men’s section, is because
of this teamwork.
“In a way, these coaches
have given me the freedom
to focus on other players
more now as the big names

Lucknow

Haryana ended its campaign
in the men’s National hockey
championships with a 3-2
win over Karnataka in its final league game to finish at
the bottom of Pool D but the
result dashed the latter’s
hopes of advancing to the
quarterfinals.
Karnataka needed a big
win to move ahead of Air India, who won 5-0 against Association of Indian Universities, but was unable to do so,
trailing 3-0 before fighting
back with two goals in the final quarter.

Sammy fears
for Windies’
fortunes
Agence France-Presse

Table-topper Chandigarh
was the other team to qualify from Pool D as the league
matches got over.
Mumbai beat Patiala 3-0
to sneak into the last eight,
getting past MPHA on goal
difference despite being tied
on points.
The results:
Pool A: RSPB 4 (Sheshe Gowda,
Affan Yousuf, Ajmer Singh, Raju
Pal) bt SSCB 2 (Chandan Aind,
Rana Pratap Singh).
UP 5 (Tarun Adhikari 2, Sunil
Yadav, Imran Khan, Ajay Yadav)
drew with Namdhari XI 5 (Harwinder Singh 3, Kuldeep Singh,
Gagandeep Singh).

Pool B: Punjab 5 w/o FCI 0; CAG
5 (Nithin Thimmaiah 2, Imran
Khan,
Md.
Naeemuddin,
Jagroop Singh) bt GangpurOdisha 0.
Pool C: MPHA 4 (Nikky Kaushal
3, Avneesh Kumar Sen) bt
Odisha 2 (Sudhir Kujur, Suraj
Minz); Mumbai 3 (Rajendra
pawar 2, Manpreet Singh) bt
Patiala 0.
Pool D: Air India 5 (Armaan
Qureshi 2, Shivendra Singh,
Manish Yadav, Mohd. Umar) bt
AIU 0.
Haryana 3 (Jagwant Singh,
Jonny Jasrotia, Gagandeep
Singh) bt Karnataka 2 (Pruthvi
Raj, Siraj A.P.).

LONDON

Former captain Darren
Sammy has warned that
leading players will continue to favour plying their
trade in Twenty20 tournaments around the world
ahead of representing the
West Indies.
Most of the region’s top
players appear in the Caribbean Premier League T20
tournament but their firstclass and one-day competitions often clash with far
more lucrative T20 events
elsewhere in the world.
“With the current administration, I don’t see
that happening,” Sammy
told BBC Radio Five Live on
Monday. “I can’t tell a
player not to play in a
league when it could make
them financially stable to
look after their family,” the
33-year-old added.

Cue Magicians lose to
Pappu Penguins
Special Correspondent
KOLKATA

Brijesh Damani won his 15red singles match, but lost
twice in doubles encounters
as his team Cue Magicians
suffered a 3-4 defeat in its
opening tie against Pappu
Penguins in the Bengal
Snooker Premier League at
the Saturday Club here on
Tuesday.
The results:
The Rockets bt Alpha Cueists
4-3 [Snooker: 15R: Shahbaaz
Khan lost to Pushpender Singh
8-99(98); Lucky Vatnani lost to
Faisal Khan 63-58; Shyam bt
Akram 63-38; doubles: Vatnani

& Shyam Jagtiani bt Pushpender & Akram Khan 83-61;
Shahbaaz & Rishabh Dugar lost
to Faisal & Puhspender 15-79;
6R doubles: Shahbaaz & Mudit
Poddar bt Faisal Khan &
Wangchuk Bhutia 41-0; 6R
snooker: Terence Mac lost to
Vikrant Gupta 9-43].
RKG Snooker Champs bt City
Knights 4-3 [Snooker: 15R:
Sourav Kothari lost to Himanshu Jain 49-61; Manish Jain
bt Manan Chandra 54-26;
Benay Agarwala lost to Rajesh
Tulsian 58-65; doubles: Manish
& Benay bt Manan & Rajesh 6940; Sourav & Anil Poddar lost
to Himanshu & Manan 29-85;

6R doubles: Sourav & Abhishek
Kedia bt Himanshu & Ravi
Goenka 44-29; 6R snooker:
Saif Khan bt Rohan Gandhi
43-9].
Pappu Penguins bt Cue Magicians 4-3 [Snooker: 15R:
Digvijay Kadian lost to Brijesh
Damani 8-90; Dharminder Lilly
bt Anuj Uppal 101-1; Shoaib
Khan lost to Arshad Zama 4568; doubles: Dharminder &
Shoaib bt Brijesh & Shakil
Ahmed 67-13; Dharminder &
Digvijay bt Brijesh & Anuj 76-1;
6R doubles: Digvijay &
Siddharth Casyab lost to Anuj &
Arshad 1-47; 6R snooker:
Dhruv Agarwal bt Kingshuk
Saha 44-14].

The Indian contingent for
next month’s
Commonwealth Youth
Games in the Bahamas,
comprising 30-odd
athletes and about half-adozen officials and
coaches, might have a
transit visa problem, with
the IOA seeming to have
put the process off for very
late.
It was only on Monday
that the national sports
federations involved
received a communication
from IOA secretarygeneral, Rajeev Mehta,
about the agencies to be
contacted for visas and
tickets.
The letter, though,
assures that the expenses
towards air tickets and

are being taken care of by
this panel of coaches,” Gopi
said. “The reason for setting
up more academies, with
coaches who have worked
with me in the past at the
helm, across the country is
that the players in the age
group of 10 to 15 generally
tend to be emotional and
seem to be lost if they are put
up in a place far away from
their homes.
“So, the idea is to make
them feel at home with the
sport and then have bigger
plans based on their performances,” he said.
Gopi added that it was not
just hours of training that
went into the making of a
champion.
“You need to plan the big
events so well that the player
doesn’t suffer from fatigue.
Especially players coming
back from injury, who will be
quite naturally enthusiastic
about taking part in all majors, need to be extra careful, for aggravating a niggle
can see them out of action
for crucial months,” he said.
“So, I always believe it is
better to skip a major event
and be fully fit than play halffit and suffer serious injuries,” he said.

No ofer received for
Ronaldo: Real boss
Agence France-Presse
Madrid

There has been no interest
from any club in Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo,
who has threatened to
leave Spain, according to

Bhambri downs Polansky
Sports Bureau

Yuki Bhambri defeated Peter
Polansky 6-7(4), 7-6(7), 6-3 in
the first round of the
€127,000 Challenger here.
Also getting past the first
hurdle were doubles top
seeds Leander Paes and Adil
Shamasdin.
At the Challenger in Fergana, Sriram Balaji fell in the
first round but Prajnesh Gunneswaran and Vishnu Vardhan advanced to the
round-of-16,
The results (all first round):
€127,000 Challenger, Ilkley:
Yuki Bhambri bt Peter Polansky
(Can) 6-7(4), 7-6(7), 6-3.
Doubles: Adil Shamasdin (Can)
& Leander Paes bt Matt Reid &
John-Patrick Smith (Aus) 4-6,
6-3, [12-10]; Hans PodlipnikCastillo
(Chi)
&
Andrei
Vasilevski (Blr) bt Sergio Galdos

CT a roaring
success: Bell
ANI
London

Former England batsman
Ian Bell has hailed the recently concluded ICC
Champions Trophy 2017.
“I don’t think anyone
can argue that the 2017 ICC
Champions Trophy was
anything but a roaring success, and while we didn’t
see nail-biting final over
victories, we saw upsets
and heroes being made,”
wrote Bell in a column for
the ICC.

(Per) & Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
7-6(6), 7-6(5).
$75,000 Challenger, Fergana,
Uzbekistan: Brayden Schnur
(Can) bt Sriram Balaji 7-5, 6-3;
Prajnesh Gunneswaran bt
Sergey Betov (Blr) 6-2, 6-4;
Vishnu Vardhan bt Lee Duckhee
(Kor) 6-7(4), 6-2, 7-6(4).
Doubles: Sergey Betov (Blr) &
Prajnesh Gunneswaran bt
Saida’Lo Saidkarimov & Batyr
Sapaev (Uzb) 6-1, 6-2; Sriram
Balaji & Vishnu Vardhan bt
Sergey Fomin & Azizkhon Turgunov (Uzb) 6-3, 6-2. $25,000
ITF women: Elena Rybakina
(Rus) bt Karman Kaur Thandi
1-6, 7-6(1), 6-4.
Doubles: Nigina Abduraimova
(Uzb) & Anastasia Frolova (Rus)
bt Prerna Bhambri & Natasha
Palha 7-5, 6-0.
$15,000 Futures, Hong Kong:
Karunuday Singh bt Arata
Onozawa (Jpn) 6-4, 1-6, 6-1.
Doubles: Francis Casey Alcan-

tara (Phi) & Karunuday Singh bt
Peter Alester Magalit (Hkg) &
Dave Sebastian Mosqueda (Phi)
6-3, 6-3.
$15,000 Futures, Colombo:
Manish Sureshkumar bt Jordan
Correia (Bra) 6-2, 6-1; Fabrizio
Ornago (Ita) bt V.M. Ranjeet
6-4, 6-0; Nicholas Bybel (USA)
bt Mohit Mayur 6-3, 7-6(1); Prajwal Dev bt Nishangan Nadaraja
6-2, 6-2.
$15,000 Futures, Hua Hin: Sidharth Rawat bt Socrates Leon
Tsoronis (Aus) 6-1, 6-1.
$15,000 Futures, Harare: Aryan
Goveas bt Sylvester Emmanuel
6-0, 3-0 retired; Dhruv Sunish
bt Clifford Enosoregbe (Ngr)
7-5, 3-6, 6-0. Doubles: Aryan
Goveas & Jayesh Pungliya bt
Tadiwa Chimamo (Zim) & Akram
el Sallaly (Egy) 6-1, 6-3; Mehluli
Don
Ayanda
Sibanda
&
Muzingaye Dicks Sibanda (Zim)
bt Taha Kapadia & Sivadeep
Kosaraju 6-4, 6-4.
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Gyan Mandir posts win
Shivam Gaur’s 77-run knock
and Harshit Sharma’s 41
helped Gyan Mandir Public
School beat JB Sports by five
wickets in the 5th ACE
under-14 cricket
tournament.
The scores: JB Sports 197 for
five in 30 overs (Vansh Yadav
49, Ankit Lohia 45) lost to
Gyan Mandir Public School 198
for five in 23.5 overs (Shivam
Gaur 77, Harshit Sharma 41).

Faiz, Unaish star for NZ
Faiz Khan top-scored with

visas would be borne by
the Association.
While the visas for the
Bahamas could be fasttracked as a special case,
the UK transit visas could
turn out to be an issue; the
recommended application
time is at least five weeks
ahead of the date of
journey.
Plane tickets from the
UK to the Bahamas could
be a problem too; the
flights are reportedly full
for the dates concerned.
India is scheduled to
compete in athletics,
boxing, cycling, judo,
swimming and tennis at
the Commonwealth Youth
Games at Nassau from July
18 to 23.
Beach volleyball, beach
soccer and rugby 7s are
the other events.

FOOTBALL

TENNIS

Ilkley, UK

Sports Bureau

NEW DELHI

My coaches have
given me the
freedom to focus on
others

78 runs and picked up two
wickets while Unaish Khan
made 77 and snared three
wickets as North Zone
thrashed Amir Raja XI by
110 runs to enter the
semifinals of the Nawab
cricket tournament.
The scores: North Zone 240
for four in 30 overs (Faiz Khan
78, Unaish Khan 77, Vivek
Khanaa three for 35, Nitesh
Sharma three for 50) bt Amir
Raja XI 130 in 21.4 overs
(Jitesh Luthra 49; Shoaib
Ansari three for 12, Unaish
Khan three for 20).

club president Florentino
Perez. “No one has sent us an
offer for either Cristiano or
anyone else,” Perez said.
“Ronaldo is a lot more
powerful and more important than all of us here.”

Kashyap
draws
World No. 1
Press Trust of India
Sydney

Commonwealth
Games
champion
shuttler
P.
Kashyap set up a clash with
World No. 1 Korean Son
Wan Ho in the main draw
of the Australian Super
Series here on Tuesday
after coming through qualifiers with two wins on the
trot.
Kashyapsaw off China’s
Zhao Junpeng 21-15, 21-18 in
the opening round before
disposing Indonesia Super
Series Premier runner-up
Japan’s Kazumasa Sakai
21-5, 21-16 in the second
men’s singles match.
In the main draw, Indonesia Open champion K.
Srikanth will face Kan Chao
Yu in the opening round
after the shuttler from
Chinese Taipei defeated
Australia’s Jacob Schueler
21-15, 21-8 and Chinese
Taipei’s Chun-Wei Chen 2115, 23-21.
Young Siril Verma also
made it to the main draw
after brushing aside Indonesia’s Yehezkiel Fritz
Mainaky 21-9, 21-9 and then
defeating
compatriot
Shreyansh Jaiswal 21-16,
21-15.
In women’s singles qualifying round, Ruthvika
Shivani Gadde beat Australia’s Sylvina Kurniawan
21-15, 21-15 and then
dumped Ruwindi Serasinghe 21-9, 21-7 to make it to
the main draw.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12039
1

2

3

4

5

6

(set by Gridman)

11 Disaster from aunts: I'm
shocked (7)

7
8

9

12 Woman to go at holiday revelry
(7)

10

11

13 Mark — team leader's
unusually idle (5)

12

13

14

16

17

18

21

14 The spirit shown by a couple of
novices in bridge-like
framework (9)

15

19

22

20

23

24

25

26

27

■ ACROSS
1 One who is incapacitated
unduly vain on getting cover
(7)
5 Quote from notice by the chief
(6)
9 Once a cheat — he was
formerly in the jail (2-3)
10 Metallic element — it may give
heart (4,5)

CM
YK

3 Connection leaking out (7)
4 Revolutionary returns with
band to perform heroic
daring (7-2)
5 Out of handcart, boy gets
missile (5)
6 Rush up to each submarine
zone (4-3)

19 Show how cheat was packed
away (5)

7 Fruit makes blackguard to talk
wildly (7)

21 Give way to rebuilt guild
accepting new rule inally (7)

8 Foolish girl in drunken speech
to daughter hesitated (6-8)

23 See! Officer Commanding and
girl coming back to reduce
heat (3-4)

15 Brief note and last word by
Tamil leader describing facial
feature (9)

24 Certain! It has turned out to be
complex! (9)

17 Please leave commendation to
old man — accounts checker
(7)

26 Stout shoe of black rascal (6)
27 I sneaked into your old bar — I
got it in the neck (7)
■ DOWN
1 One faces this problem when
one doesn't know who one is
(8,6)

Nothing elaborate

2 Genuine exchange of
conservative for royal food
(7)

16 Has this police action resulted
in reduced use of cocaine? (9)

25 Uniform shade (5)

FAITH

SUDOKU

18 Suffering monarch out for
slaughter (7)
19 Knight entering a country to
get old jailer (7)
20 A nearly outspoken party gets
fruit (7)
22 Time almost ixed to wipe off
(5)
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

Thiruvilaiyadal Puranam talks of Lord Siva’s kindness towards pigs that had been orphaned and sparrows tormented by big birds. The Lord’s kindness towards the weak is legendary. Sage Paranjothi, author of Thiruvilaiyadal
Puranam, marvels at this quality of the Lord, said T.Rajarathinam, in a discourse.
The sparrows that he writes about in Thiruvilaiyadal Puranam say that Lord Siva goes in search of the weak and infirm, so that He can help them. Will a God who heeds the
cries of the common sparrow not heed the cries of His devotees? A God who roots for the humble, is naturally
pleased with simple worship, and does not ask for elaborate
rituals or grand worship. Saint Thirumoolar says we can do
very simple things to earn His mercy and goodwill. Thirumoolar says that we should offer some grass to a cow. When
we eat, we must share our food with others. We must speak
to others with graciousness.
Pamban Swami says there are easy paths to moksha. One
can recite a few verses of Thevaram. Or one can serve the
devotees of Lord Siva. Or one can listen to religious discourses about Lord Siva. One can observe religious occasions related to Lord Siva and Lord Shanmukha. One can
sing verses that praise the Lord. Or one can recite mantras
that invoke Lord Siva or Lord Shanmukha. One should sport
sacred ash on one’s forehead.
Pamban Swami further says one can be respectful towards one’s spiritual guru and attain moksha thereby. Many
people have attained moksha this way, according to Pamban
Swami. Thus saints have pointed to us that the way to moksha is not difficult, and that once we do the right things,
which are all very easy to follow, then we are assured of
moksha.
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UTT a shot in the arm for top players

IN BRIEF

They feel an extended tournament will save them the hassles of travelling abroad
K. Keerthivasan

ULTIMATE TABLE TENNIS

CHENNAI

Tiger getting
‘professional help’
MIAMI

Tiger Woods, who was held
recently for impaired driving,
said he is receiving
‘professional help’ to manage
his medications and help
cope with back pain and a
sleep disorder. In his first
comments since the release
of police video footage
showing him struggling to
pass a sobriety test, Woods
said he has sought aid in
fighting medicating issues.
AFP

Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT)
is being hailed as the best
thing to have happened to
Indian paddlers.
Playing in a league is,
however, not something new
to the Indians. Top men, including Sharath Kamal, Soumyajit Ghosh, Harmeet Desai, G. Sathiyan and A.
Amalraj, have figured in pro
leagues abroad.
Most of the European
leagues are held for eight to
10 months, giving the players
enough opportunities to display their wares against top
players.
The Hindu spoke to them
on the foreign leagues and
whether it would have an impact on the UTT.

NEW DELHI

India’s Davis Cup World Group
play-off tennis tie will be
played on indoor hard court
at the Northlands Coliseum,
Edmonton, Canada, from
September 15 to 17. In a
release issued here on
Tuesday by the AITA
secretary-general, Hironmoy
Chatterjee, it was mentioned
that Canada had announced
its choice of venue for the tie.

India’s torch-bearer
Ranked 44th in the world,
Sharath Kamal, 34, has been
India’s torch-bearer for more
than a decade.
He said that at this point
in his career he would like to
spend more time with his
family, and UTT has come as
a shot in the arm for him.
“UTT is just a 17-day event
and it would be better if it is
extended for one or two

Roy denies any clash of interests
Amol Karhadkar

sion club, said playing both
the leagues is tough, but
manageable. “It is difficult to
manage [both]. However,
our club is supportive and
has given us the option to
play according to our convenience.
“Playing in Europe is
more beneficial as most of
the players train there,” said
Harmeet.

Welcome move: India’s star players Sharath Kamal, left, and A. Amalraj, among others, have
appreciated the introduction of the Ultimate Table Tennis league. FILE PHOTO: PTI
*

India’s Davis Cup tie
at Edmonton

Selector’s coaching
raises eyebrows

months,” he said. In that
case, Sharath said he would
seriously consider playing in
UTT, foregoing his other
commitments.
“If the league provides exposure in training and playing with the top players, it
would be great,” said
Sharath, the biggest buy
among Indians at ₹7 lakh.
For Sathiyan, it means

“the best of both worlds.”
Foreign leagues, he said,
happen from September to
May and Europe is the
powerhouse of world TT.
Around 20 Pro Tours happen in and around Europe —
effectively 50 to 60 per cent
of the action overall — and so
it makes sense to play there.
“UTT, in that direction, is
a great beginning,” said the

24-year-old, ranked 102nd in
the world.
Soumyajith Ghosh, ranked
84th,
concurred.
“The
league is only for two weeks.
If it its extended, we can
think of not playing for a
European club.
“At the moment, it is not
possible,” he said.
Harmeet Desai, who turns
out for a Polish super divi-

Amalraj prefers home
On the other hand, Amalraj,
who demonstrated his skills
in
the
Spanish/Polish
leagues, is not too keen to
play in leagues abroad. For
him, UTT is enough.
“My aim is to improve my
rankings and I don’t want to
lose focus. Foreign leagues
can wait,” he said.
The players are unanimous that UTT has given the
Indians a solid platform, and
feel that if it succeeds and extends its duration, it would
save them the hassles of travelling and spending a long
time away from their families. And not to forget the
world-class exposure at their
doorstep.

INDORE

A National selector advising
his protégés has raised question marks over probity during the 11Even Sports National Ranking (Central
Zone) table tennis tournament.
Subroto Roy, a junior national selector, was seen sitting behind as coach to multiple
women’s
players
during the second round
matches. He was seen sitting
through Ankita Das’ win
over Madhya Pradesh’s
Khushi Jain and Sagarika
Mukherjee’s thrilling victory
against Maharashtra’s Senhora D’Souza.
Roy’s presence in the
coach’s seat created a flutter
in the sports complex over
whether it was fair on the
National selector’s part to
don a coach’s role when he
has been involved in the
tournament as a selector.
“I am a coach first, then a
selector,” Roy told The
Hindu when queried about a
potential clash of interest.
“Besides, I am a junior selector, so I don’t see why it
should be a problem if I am

am a coach irst,
<
> Ithen
a selector
Subroto Roy

coaching my students in the
senior categories.”
Roy is also the secretary
of the North Bengal Table
Tennis Federation. His wife,
two-times national champion Mantu Ghosh, is a
senior selector.

TTFI secretary’s backing
Table Tennis Federation of
India (TTFI) secretary M.P.
Singh backed Roy. “If a selector is advising players in
categories other than the
one he is a selector in, I
don’t see it as a problem.”
Besides Roy, even Sachin
Shetty, who is involved as a
coach in India’s junior setups, was seen coaching his
wards.
It is understood that Shetty’s actions didn’t go
down well with the authorities since the Indian coaches
had been asked to refrain
from coaching, especially
for the matches against the
players who are a part of the
ongoing National training
camp in the same complex.

Pooja survives a scare to make the third round
Amalraj and Jubin are also stretched in their second-round encounters
Amol Karhadkar
INDORE

Mourinho accused of
€3.3m tax fraud in Spain
MADRID

Manchester United manager
Jose Mourinho was on
Tuesday accused of evading
€3.3 million in tax at Real
Madrid, the public
prosecutor’s office in Madrid
announced. Portuguese
Mourinho, who coached Real
from 2010 to 2013, was
accused of “two offences
against the public treasury,”
the office said in a statement.
AFP

Title
contenders
Pooja
Sahasrabudhe, A. Amalraj
and Jubin Kumar managed to
avoid the ignominy of a
second round exit in the season-opening 11Even Sports
National Ranking (Central
Zone) table tennis championship here on Tuesday.
While Pooja, the third
seed in women’s singles,
saved a match-point against
Railways’ Anushka Dutta before winning the tough
seven-game
encounter,
Amalraj, seeded third in
men’s, was stretched by the

promising youngster Abhimanyu Mitra of West Bengal
in a nail-biting affair.
Fifth seed Jubin Kumar
survived a scare from the unheralded Jeet Chandra of
West Bengal to make it to the
round of 32.
Anushka got off the blocks
well against PSPB’s Pooja
and took a 3-1 lead. The righthander had the opportunity
to close the match out and
stage the first big upset of the
tournament when she led 1211 in the fifth.
However, an unforced error paved the way back for
Pooja. After winning the cru-

cial game, Pooja changed her
game-plan and crushed her
dejected opponent in the remaining two games.
Amalraj’s bout against
promising left-hander Mitra
was always going to be one of
the feature ties of the second
round. The match lived up to
its expectations with Mitra
creating uncanny angles to
leave Amal searching for answers for a better part of the
game.
However, after trailing 3-2,
the fancied right-hander
used his experience to leave
Mitra short of staging an upset.

EDUCATIONAL

Important results: Second
round: Men: Prashant Aher
(MP) bt Vikram Aditya (Pun) 1210, 12-14, 11-9, 11-6, 11-13, 11-8;
Mohammed Ali (TS) bt R. Rajesh
(LIC) 11-8, 11-8, 14-16, 8-11,
11-7, 9-11, 12-10; Ananth Devarajan (TN) bt Birdie Boro (PSPB)
11-6, 7-11, 5-11, 7-11, 17-15, 11-6,
11-9.
Jubin Kumar (PSPB) bt Jeet
Chandra (WB) 11-9, 11-5, 5-11, 711, 11-9, 6-11, 11-7; Sougata
Sarkar (LIC) bt P.V. Reddy (RBI)
11-8, 11-7, 11-8, 9-11, 9-11, 1012, 11-4.
A. Amalraj (PSPB) bt Abhimanyu Mitra (WB) 12-10, 8-11,
7-11, 11-4, 8-11, 11-9, 11-8; Lalrin
Puia (Miz) bt Subash Mani (TN)

11-7, 11-9, 11-5, 7-11, 10-12, 11-8.
Women: Madhurika Patkar
(PSPB) bt Anjali Rohilla (Har)
10-12, 11-3, 11-5, 4-11, 11-9, 11-7;
Amrutha Pushpak (TN) bt Soumi
Mondal (PSPB) 4-11, 11-8, 1012, 11-6, 4-11, 11-3, 11-3;
Poulami Das (WB) bt Himani
Chaturvedi (MP) 10-12, 11-6,
11-8, 8-11, 9-11, 11-8, 11-5.
Anindita Chakraborty (RSPB)
bt Sanya Sehgal (Har) 11-8, 6-11,
11-7, 6-11, 5-11, 13-11, 11-8;
Sagarika Mukherjee (RSPB) bt
Senhora D’Souza (Mah) 5-11,
11-6, 11-5, 8-11, 9-11, 11-6, 11-3;
Pooja Sahasrabudhe (PSPB) bt
Anushka Dutta (RSPB) 7-11,
11-4, 6-11, 7-11, 14-12, 11-2, 11-3.

Focused: Pooja Sahasrabudhe gets ready to serve against
Anushka Dutta on Tuesday.
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A bleak forecast on
deadly heatwaves
Press Trust of India
Washington

Seventy-four per cent of the
world’s population will be
exposed to deadly heatwaves by 2100, if carbon dioxide emissions continue to
rise at current rates, a study
warns.
Even if emissions are aggressively reduced, the percentage of the world’s human population affected is
expected to reach 48%, researchers said. “We are running out of choices for the
future. For heatwaves, our
options are now between

bad or terrible,” said Camilo
Mora, associate professor at
the University of Hawaii at
Manoa in the U.S.

‘Ultimate price’
“Many people around the
world are already paying the
ultimate price of heatwaves,
and while models suggest
that this is likely to continue, it could be much
worse if emissions are not
considerably reduced,” said
Ms. Mora, lead author of the
study published in the
journal Nature Climate
Change.

Volcanism heralded
era of dinosaurs?

NASA inds
10 Earth-sized
exoplanets
Agence France-Presse
Washington

‘Mass extinction about 200 million years ago played key role’
Press Trust of India
London

Volcanic activity may have
played a key role in triggering the mass extinction
event about 200 million
years ago, which set the
scene for the rise and age of
the dinosaurs, an Oxford
study has found.
The Triassic extinction,
one of the largest mass extinctions of animal life on record, was proceeded by the
dinosaur era.
The casualty list includes
large crocodile-like reptiles
and
several
marine
invertebrates.
While it remains a mystery why the dinosaurs survived this event, they went
on to fill the vacancies left
by the now extinct wildlife
species, alongside early
mammals and amphibians.
This mass extinction has
long been linked to a large
and abrupt release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, but the exact source
of this emission has been
unknown.
Following the discovery
of volcanic rocks of the same
age as the extinction, volcanic carbon dioxide emis-
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The casualty list of the
Triassic extinction includes
large crocodile-like reptiles.
sions had previously been
suggested as an important
contributor to this extinction event. Previous studies
have also shown that this
volcanism might have occurred in pulses, but the
global extent and potential
impact of these volcanic
episodes has remained
unknown.

Link to Triassic period
These
volcanic
rocks
covered a huge area, across
four continents, representing the Central Atlantic Magmatic Province.
Researchers from the Oxford University in collaboration with the Universities of
Exeter and Southampton in
the U.K. traced the global
impact of major volcanic gas

emissions and their link to
the end of the Triassic
period.
The findings of the study
link volcanism to the previously observed repeated
large emissions of carbon dioxide that had a profound
impact on the global climate, causing the mass extinction at the end of the Triassic Period, as well as
slowing the recovery of animal life afterwards.
By investigating the mercury content of sedimentary
rocks deposited during the
extinction, the study revealed clear links in the timing of CAMP volcanism and
the end-Triassic extinction.
Volcanoes give off mercury gas emissions, which
spread globally via the atmosphere, before being deposited in sediments. Any sediments left during a large
volcanic event would therefore be expected to have unusually
high
mercury
content.
The team sourced six sediment deposits from the UK,
Austria, Argentina, Greenland, Canada and Morocco,
and analysed their mercury
levels.

NASA revealed on Monday
10 new rocky, Earth-sized
planets that could potentially have liquid water and
support life.
The Kepler mission
team released a survey of
219 potential exoplanets —
planets outside of our solar
system — that had been detected by the space observatory launched in 2009 to
scan the Milky Way galaxy.
Ten of the new discoveries were orbiting their suns
at a distance similar to the
Earth’s orbit around the
sun, the so-called habitable
zone that could potentially
have liquid water and sustain life.
Kepler has already discovered 4,034 potential
exoplanets, 2,335 of which
have been confirmed by
other telescopes as actual
planets. The 10 new Earthsize planets bring the total
to 50 that exist in habitable
zones around the galaxy.
The latest findings were
released at the Fourth
Kepler and K2 science conference being held this
week at NASA’s Ames research centre in California.
The telescope detects
the presence of planets by
registering
minuscule
drops in a star’s brightness.
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