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Meira Kumar to contest against Kovind

NEARBY

Bihar roots, impressive CV make her the best bet for the Opposition’s “ideological battle”
ter and Dalit icon Jagjivan
Ram, and has an impressive
CV — she has been a five-time
Lok Sabha member, Lok
Sabha Speaker, Union Cabinet Minister and has had a
stint in the Indian Foreign
Service.
Of course, the numbers
remain stacked in favour of
the BJP-led NDA’s candidate.
Apart from the NDA allies,
the AIADMK, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi, the YSR
Congress, the Biju Janata Dal
and, of course, the JD(U) are
supporting Mr. Kovind’s candidature. But as Opposition
leaders stressed, their objective in contesting this election is to build unity.

Smita Gupta
New Delhi

‘I am poor’ painted on
Rajasthan houses
JAIPUR

In an apparent profiling of the
poor, the BJP government in
Rajasthan has painted
thousands of houses of BPL
families in Dausa district with
‘I am poor...I get ration’ for
eligibility to subsidised food
grains under the National
Food Security Act.
NATION
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The Opposition unanimously
selected former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar on
Thursday as its candidate for
the presidential election next
month.
If the decision to challenge the BJP nominee, Ram
Nath Kovind, sprang from a
desire to jointly fight “an
ideological battle” against
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), in the lead-up to
2019, the fact that Ms. Kumar
is from Bihar played a role in
her selection.
With the defection of the
Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United) to the BJP camp, a
sore point with the Opposition leaders who gathered at
the Parliament Library, there
was a clear sense — though
not stated — that the presence of Ms. Meira Kumar in

the fray might embarrass the
JD(U). Especially as the Bihar
Chief Minister had stressed
he was backing the Uttar Pradesh-born R.N. Kovind as he

was Governor of Bihar. RJD
leader Lalu Prasad Yadav
later said he would ask Mr.
Nitish Kumar to change his
mind and back the daughter

of Bihar. Ms. Kumar, as
senior Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad pointed out,
is the daughter of freedom
fighter, former Union Minis-

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
MEIRA KUMAR’S STYLE EVOLVED
WITH HER ROLES A PAGE 10
A HOUSE AND TOP-TIER SECURITY
FOR KOVIND A PAGE 10

Jadhav files
mercy petition
Admits to sabotage acts, says Pakistan
Mubashir Zaidi
Karachi

The Pakistani military announced on Thursday that
former Indian Navy officer
Kulbhushan Jadhav had filed
a mercy petition with Army
chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa. Mr. Jadhav was sentenced to death by a military court in April for espionage and terrorism. The
International
Court
of
Justice in May halted the execution on India’s appeal.
In a statement by the
Inter Services Public Relations, military spokesman
Major General Asif Ghafoor
said Mr. Jadhav had filed the
mercy plea with a confessional statement that he was
involved in subversive activities in Balochistan.

Kulbhushan Jadhav
Mr. Jadhav was said to
have been arrested last year
from Balochistan. “Today, I
genuinely feel, after the
time spent in Pakistan, very
ashamed and seek pardon
of the acts and sins and
crimes I have committed
here against the nation and
people of Pakistan,” he was
quoted as saying.
CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
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Maharashtra farmers on the warpath
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Window shopping

Dispute over land snowballs; vehicles set on fire, policemen injured in stoning
dispersed around an hour
after the violence began, by
which time several policemen were left injured.
The Assistant Commissioner of Police, Ulhasnagar
division, and the Senior Police Inspector, Hill Line police station, along with three
officers and four constables,
sustained injuries, said
Thane police spokesperson
Inspector Sukhada Narkar.

Special Correspondent
Mumbai

The issue of ownership of
the land in Kalyan where a
now defunct Second World
War-era airbase stands came
to a head on Thursday after
local farmers took to the
streets, blocking traffic on
the Dombivli-Badlapur Road,
setting vehicles on fire and
throwing stones at policemen, leaving several injured.
According to the Thane
police, the locals spilled out
on the streets early on
Thursday with placards in
their hands, demanding that
the land be turned over to
them.

Done by the British
Officials said the land was
taken over from the farmers
during the British Raj, when
the Royal Air Force constructed an airbase near the Haji
Malang Fort.
The farmers have been
demanding the land back,

Burst of violence: A vehicle torched by farmers at Kalyan
near Mumbai on Thursday. POONAM SHINDE
*

but it was handed over to the
defence department after
Independence.
“A few members of the
mob turned aggressive and
started blocking traffic.
When we tried to move them
off the streets, they resisted
and a clash ensued. The mob
started throwing stones at us
and we had to act, which
worsened the situation,” said
an officer with the Thane po-

lice.
The policemen immediately sent out a wireless alert
and additional reinforcements, including Quick Response Teams and Riot Control Police, were rushed,
while senior officers, including Thane Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh, arrived on the spot.
The police had to fire pellet guns and the mob was

Police vehicles set afire
The protesters also set two
police vehicles and a private
vehicle on fire, said Ms.
Narkar, adding that the situation was brought back to
normal by Thursday afternoon. Police officials said the
protesters were furious
when the Defence department started construction of
a boundary wall around the
air base to protect it from encroachment and defacement.
CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Festive fervour: People throng shops on the street leading to the Charminar for Ramzan shopping in Hyderabad.

Sedition charges against villagers dropped
Special Correspondent
Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh police
on Thursday dropped the
sedition charges against 15
persons for allegedly celebrating Pakistan’s victory in
the final of the ICC Champions Trophy.

The 15 villagers of
Burhanpur district in Madhya Pradesh had been
booked under Sections
124-A of the IPC, among
other sections on Tuesday.
Burhanpur SP Rajaram
Singh Parihar said the sedition charges had been

dropped as the police were
unable to find enough evidence and the complaint had
been misinterpreted.
The 15 persons have now
been charged under Section
153 A of the IPC for allegedly
disturbing communal harmony, the police said.

*

K.V.S. GIRI
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A law, this time
for Antarctica
Bracing for activity in the remote region
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Preparing for a populous
future in which Antarctica —
the world’s only continent
without countries and
citizens — may see more
tourists, over-exploited
fisheries, disputes and
crime, India is drafting a
dedicated Antarctica policy
and a law that will likely be
tabled in the winter session
of Parliament.
Ministry of Earth
Sciences officials tasked
with drafting the law said
that India, being among the
countries that have acceded
to the Antarctica Treaty, is
expected to have a clear
policy on the consequences
of its activities in the region.
The treaty is framed to
ensure ‘in the interests of all
mankind that Antarctica
shall continue forever to be
used exclusively for
peaceful purposes and shall
not become the scene or
object of international
discord.’
To this end it prohibits
military activity, except in
support of science;
prohibits nuclear explosions
and the disposal of nuclear
waste; promotes scientific
research and the exchange
of data; and holds all
territorial claims in
abeyance.

Many pacts for region
Several related conventions,
such as the Conservation of
Antarctic Seals (1972) and
the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living
CM
YK

Maitri, India’s permanent
research station in
Antarctica.

Resources (1980), are
appended to this treaty for
protection.
However, these laws also
mean that conventional
concepts such as territories
and jurisdicti- ons do not
hold good here.
India is expanding its
infrastructure development
in Antarctica. The
government is rebuilding its
station, Maitri, to make it
bigger and last for at least
30 years.

First Indian base
Dakshin Gangotri, the first
Indian base established in
1984, has weakened and
become just a supply base.
A committee that
includes Biman Patel, ViceChancellor, Gujarat National
Law University, has been
asked to draft the new
‘Antarctica law.’
M. Ravichandran,
Director, National Centre for
Antarctic and Ocean
Research, said clear laws are
necessary on a wide range
of matters, including
“domestic disputes between
residents.” South Africa and
Australia have specific laws.
A ND-ND
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OBITUARY &
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DEATH
ANNIVERSARIES

DEATH

R.SUDARSANAM (68) Advocate, Passed
away on 20th June @ Srirangam. Inserted
by
R.Sundarajan.
Ph:9442662753

BUSINESS OFFERS

ALL TYPE Loan Avail, 3% Int, Global
Finance.
09873831996,
09873926489.
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Timings

Friday, June 23

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
RISE 04:35 SET 18:31
Saturday, June 24

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
RISE 05:34 SET 19:36
Sunday, June 25

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
RISE 06:36 SET 20:35

Chaos in Punjab Assembly;
AAP legislators thrown out
‘The turban of an AAP MLA was tossed and two legislators suffered injuries’
VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Aam Aadmi Party and Lok
Insaaf Party legislators were
on Thursday physically removed from the Punjab Assembly by marshals after
they created an uproar over
denial of entry to their suspended colleagues inside the
Assembly premises.
They were demanding
that AAP leader Sukhpal
Khaira and LIP leader Simarjeet Singh Bains, who were
suspended for the rest of the
budget session last week, be
allowed inside the Assembly
premises.
Shouting slogans against
the Congress government
and the Speaker, a few of
them rushed into the well of
the House.
Speaker Rana K. P. Singh

Marshalled out: An MLA being physically removed from the
Punjab Assembly in Chandigarh on Thursday. MARSHALLED OUT:
*

suspended all the AAP members for the day.
The AAP MLAs were physically removed from the
House after the Speaker directed the marshals to take
them away.

The Shiromani Akali Dal
MLAs were also suspended
for the day after they protested against the manner in
which the AAP members
were shunted out of the
House.

Leader of the Opposition
H. S. Phoolka told reporters
that while they were being
pushed out of the House by
marshals, the turban of an
AAP MLA was tossed and
two other legislators sustained injuries and had to be
taken to hospital.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Captian Amarinder Singh
lashed out at the Opposition
for their behaviour, which he
described as rowdy and
obstructive.
“While the AAP could be
given the benefit of doubt
since they were novices , but
the Akalis were also behaving similarly, clearly indicating that it was a deliberate
ploy to prevent the government from implementing its
promises to the people,” said
Captain Amarinder.

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Crop loans to be directly
credited to farmers
Move likely to benefit about 28 lakh farmers
Special Correspondent

of sale machines.

Jaipur

After the suicide by one more
farmer in Baran district, the Rajasthan government’s Cooperative
Department has decided to directly
credit crop loans to bank accounts
of farmers instead of giving them
cheques.
The move is expected to benefit
about 28 lakh farmers having accounts in cooperative banks.
The department is preparing a
comprehensive digital member register on the lines of the cashless
payment system being promoted
by the Centre.
The central cooperative banks
are already connected with the
core banking solution, which will
make it possible for farmers to
withdraw money through the point

Highest interest-free loans
Cooperative Minister Ajay Singh
Kilak said here on Thursday that
Rajasthan was disbursing the
highest interest-free crop loans in
the country since 2012-13.
Loans worth ₹13,540.46 crore
were given to 23.31 lakh farmers
during 2016-17.
Mr. Kilak said the State gives
loans to farmers for one year at
zero interest rate while releasing
4% grant for short-term crop loans
up to ₹1.50 lakh.
A target had been set for disbursal of crop loans worth ₹15,000
crore during the current financial
year in which 3 lakh new member
farmers would be added, the Minister said.
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Naidu launches first
‘Made in Tirupati’ mobile

Why use Hindi in Namma
Metro, ask Bengaluru residents
Kannada Development Authority issues notice to Metro Rail Corporation
Staff Reporter

A.P. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
inaugurated the Celkon
Mobiles plant at the
Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster near Renigunta
airport. He formally released
the first ‘Made in Tirupati’
mobile phone here on
Thursday. He congratulated
Celkon Chairman Y. Guru and
Executive Director R. Murali
on their venture.

Bengaluru

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Governor P.
Sathasivam has signed the
Kerala Goods and Services
Tax Ordinance, placing the
State alongside the rest of
the country for the roll out of
the new tax regime on July 1.
The State had, on June 14,
decided to refer ordinance
for the Governor’s approval.

Thanks to an online campaign, the Kannada Development Authority (KDA) has issued a notice to the
Managing Director of Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation, seeking an explanation
on the use of Hindi in the signages and announcements
of Namma Metro.
The notice, which sought
an explanation in seven days
from Pradeep Singh Kharola,
Managing Director, BMRCL,
cites provisions of the
Karnataka Shops and Establishment Act, the Department of Personnel and Administrative Reforms (DPAR)
Services, and directives of
the Union Home Ministry. It
said there was prima facie a
violation of the law by the
BMRCL.
The notice was issued in
the backdrop of a highly suc-

In noble gesture, party
donates leaders’ bodies
P. RAM MOHAN
NIZAMABAD

CPI (ML)-New Democracy
has donated the bodies of its
leaders to the Government
Medical College here. The
rare gesture has been widely
appreciated.
The party donated three
bodies to the college from
April to June.

Family consent
In all three cases, it was
done with the concurrence
of family members.
In April this year, the
body of senior leader and
journalist Kola Narsimha
Rao, 90, was handed over to
the college, followed by that
of Vemulapally Snehalatha,
64, wife of the party Central
Committee member Vemu-

CM
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Water lifted by it from Godavari has become their lifeline
G. Venkataramana Rao

TIRUPATI

Kerala Governor signs
GST Ordinance

Pattiseema comes to the
rescue of delta farmers again

lapally Venkatramaiah in
May. On Thursday, the body
of Kanneganti Narsimha
Rao, 76, who passed away
after a brief illness, was
donated to the college.
Kola Narsimha Rao had
wanted to donate only his
eyes. But when the proposal
to hand over his entire body
was moved, his family members accepted it immediately.
Family members of Snehalatha, who was underground during the Emergency,
along
with
Venkatramaiah, voluntarily
came forward to donate her
body. Ravi, son of Kanneganti Narsimha Rao, said his
father wrote a poem in
2007, wishing to donate his
eyes and body.

Language row: Hindi sign boards and information at a Namma
Metro station in Bengaluru. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR
*

cessful online campaign on
Twitter, where an organisation called the Banavasi Balaga Prakashana used the
hashtag #NammaMetroHindiBeda to seek the State government’s intervention in removing Hindi signages.
The campaign claimed
that such signages were a
case of “imposition” of Hindi

Bagalkot man
goes missing
in Germany

on Karnataka. S.G. Siddaramaiah, Chairman, KDA,
termed the BMRCL’s move to
use Hindi in Bengaluru
Metro an “unnecessary imposition of Hindi.”

Bilingual policy
Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Siddaramaiah argued that
the BMRCL was owned by

the State government and
had to follow the bilingual
policy — of using only English and Kannada.
He, however, clarified that
Central government establishments like the airport or
Indian railways should use
all three languages.
The use of Kannada in all
levels was mandated by the
DPAR under the State's language policy. A Union Home
Ministry circular also insisted on the “prominent”
use of regional language.
Asked if there was clarity
on which language to use
and where, Mr. Kharola said,
“we are following the Government of India rules,” but
did not elaborate further.
In 2015, a different organisation had raised similar issues. This time, the campaign started only after the
launch of services on the
Green Line.

Seetharamapuram

Water that flowed for the
third time from the ambitious ₹1,300 crore Pattiseema
Lift
Irrigation
Scheme (PLIS), taken up by
the Andhra Pradesh government for linking the Godavari and Krishna rivers, has
come to the rescue of farmers in four districts of the
Krishna river delta.
Water lifted by the PLIS
from Godavari was received
with bonhomie and fanfare
by Telugu Desam Party activists and farmers of Pallerlamudi
and
Seetharamapuram villages of Krishna
district on Thursday.

4,200 cusecs pumped
It has now become the lifeline of the delta farmers,
who otherwise suffered year
after year as the water in the
Krishna virtually got reduced to a trickle with too

*

many projects upstream.
Twelve of the 24 pumps of
the PLIS were switched on
to pump 4,200 cusecs on
Thursday.
Besides
strengthening
supply to the Krishna delta,
the river-linking lift irrigation project effectively
tapped at least some of the
water from the mighty Godavari river, 3,000 tmcft of

Kerala gets its first total yoga village
In Kunnamthanam, at least one member of every family is trained in the discipline
block panchayat vice president, and K. Mohammed
Rasheed, Deputy Excise
Commissioner, also spoke
on the occasion.
M.G. Dileep, noted yoga
instructor, and Thejus S.
Nair, a Class 5 student who
stood first in the State Yoga
Championship, were felicitated on the occasion.

Special Correspondent

Staff Reporter

PATHANAMTHITTA

Bagalkot

It was a memorable day for
the
people
of
Kunnamthanam which became a
complete yoga village with at
least one member of each
family in the panchayat
trained in yoga.
Grama panchayat president
K.K.
Radhakrishna
Kurup
declared
Kunnamthanam Kerala’s first
total yoga village in a public
function held at the NSS
Higher Secondary School
grounds at the village
headquarters on Thursday.
Youhanon Mar Chrysostomos, the Metropolitan of
the Thumpamon diocese of
the Malankara Orthodox
Church, inaugurated the
public meeting.

The family of Manjunath
Churi, 26, from Bagalkot,
who has gone missing in
Germany, is worried with
the latest news about his
whereabouts. Mr. Churi
was pursuing M.S. at Hamburg University.
Quoting officials of the
External Affairs Ministry,
P.C. Gaddigoudar, MP, informed the family that the
German police had found
the clothes, footwear, and
a bicycle, allegedly belonging to Mr. Churi, on a river
bank
close
to
the
university.
“Further investigation is
under way in Germany,”
the MP said.

End of woes: Godavari water flowing into the Polavaram right
main canal on Thursday. CH.VIJAYA BHASKAR

Aiming high: The yoga session held at the Kunnamthanam
village on Thursday. LEJU KAMAL
*

S.V. Subin, district panchayat member; Sosamma
Thomas, block panchayat
president; K. Ananthagopan,

Kerala State Shops and other
Commercial Establishments
Employees Welfare Board
chairman; Kunjukoshy Paul,

Public session
A public yoga session attended by as many as 3,000
people, including children
and senior citizens, was also
held as part of the celebrations. According to the panchayat president, as many as
10,000 people attended the
yoga training sessions organised by the panchayat during
the past 80 days.

which otherwise flows into
the sea every year. The government finished the PLIS
and bridged gaps in the 177km Polavaram Right Main
Canal to facilitate its flow
into the Krishna delta.
Another objective of the
PLIS is to divert water from
the Srisailam reservoir to
drought-prone
Rayalaseema.

Keralites hit
as airlines
hike fares
S. Anil Radhakrishnan
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Upsetting the travel plans
of non-resident Keralites
during Ramzan, airlines
have hiked the fares five to
six times on their flights
from destinations in West
Asia to the three international airports of Kerala.
The increase in fares by
the Middle East-based and
Indian carriers, including
Air India and its low-cost
arm Air India Express, is
aimed at cashing in on the
high demand for seats during the festive season and
closure of educational institutions for summer vacation in Gulf countries. It
has hit those who depend
on budget carriers.
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Social profiling leaves a poor taste

IN BRIEF

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Move by local authorities in Dausa district of Rajasthan to identify BPL families
Mohammed Iqbal

Dungar village told a television news channel.
Dausa Zila Parishad Chief
Executive Officer Rajendra
Singh Kavia told The Hindu
on Thursday that the markings were made in compliance with three-year-old directions
of
the
State
government. “The primary
aim of the exercise is to
identify the NFSA scheme's
beneficiaries and prevent pilferage of subsidies by ineligible people,” he said.

JAIPUR

Hooda fears return of
inspector raj under GST
CHANDIGARH

Congress leader Deepinder
Singh Hooda on Thursday
raised apprehensions over
the implementation of the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), saying the way ‘one
nation, one tax’ regime is
being introduced it will lead
to flourishing of “inspector
raj”. PTI

Six get life sentence for
JD(U) leader’s murder
SHEIKHPURA (BIHAR)

A Sheikhpura court on
Thursday awarded life
sentence to six persons for
the kidnapping and murder of
a local JD(U) leader in
October 2015. Sessions Judge
Alok Kumar Pandey held all
the six accused guilty of
murdering the local JD(U)
leader Sanjit Kumar. The
judge also slapped a fine of
₹17,000 on each of them. PTI

Maoist sentenced to
seven years RI
MUNGER (BIHAR)

A Munger court on Thursday
convicted a Maoist to sevenyear rigorous imprisonment
for possession of explosive
substances.
Additional District Judge - II
Purushottam Mishra passed
the order convicting Birbal
Murmu after finding him
guilty under provisions of the
Explosive Substance Act,
1884 and Rules, 2008. PTI

Two children
electrocuted in Bihar
ARARIA

Two five-year-old children
died on Thursday after being
electrocuted in Bihar’s Araria
district. The two were playing
on the roof of a government
secondary school building at
Gogra village when they came
in contact with a live electric
wire, Jokihat police station
in-charge M. A. Haidari said.
The two children died on the
spot, he added. PTI

In an apparent profiling of
the poor, the Bharatiya
Janata Party government in
Rajasthan has painted thousands of houses of Below
Poverty Line (BPL) families
in the villages of Dausa district with ‘I am poor...I get
ration’ for eligibility to subsidised food grains under the
National Food Security Act.

Outrage
The move has sparked an
outrage among social activists. The Congress charged
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) with humiliating
the poor and making a mockery of the Public Distribution
System (PDS). The yellow
‘stamps of poverty’ on the
walls of these houses carry
the name of head of the
household.
The markings have come

Thousands of houses in the villages of Rajasthan’s Dausa
district are painted with ‘I am poor...I get ration’ tag to
Identify Below Poverty Line families. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

up in the Sikrai and Bandikui
tehsils of Dausa district,
where about 70% of the population benefits from the
NFSA. Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and minorities are among the beneficiaries as BPL families. The

embarrassed villagers say
they feel insulted by the
markings. “We are made to
suffer this humiliation for 10
kilos of wheat...The government officials spoil our walls
and people make fun of us,”
a resident of the Kundera

Similar exercise
Mr. Kavia said a similar exercise had been undertaken in
several other districts, such
as Pali and Baran, and there
was no intention on part of
the government officials to
“name and shame” anyone.
He said the “relevant information” was painted on
houses via the Panchayat
bodies in a transparent

manner.
The Opposition Congress
has slammed the BJP government for the move, saying it
was the legal right of the BPL
beneficiaries to get ration
under the NFSA. Pradesh
Congress
spokesperson
Archana Sharma said it was a
ploy of the ruling BJP to reduce the number of beneficiaries and deprive the poor
people of their rights.
Dr. Sharma also took exception to a charge reportedly made by Panchayati
Raj
Minister
Rajendra
Rathore that the practice of
writing “BPL family” outside
the houses of beneficiaries
was started by the previous
Congress regime. “There is
no truth in it. In fact, the
NFSA was brought by the
UPA government to ensure
food security of poor people
and remove malnutrition,”
she said.

Denied ambulance, U.P. farmer Mega plans to turn
carries daughter’s body on bike Bhubaneswar ‘smart’
‘She could not get good medical care on time’
Staff Reporter
Meerut

A farmer from Baghpat was
forced to carry his daughter’s body on a motorcycle
after the district hospital
failed to provide him an ambulance on Tuesday.
The incident comes two
weeks after a man in Kaushambi district was forced to
carry the body of his niece
on a bicycle for about 10 km
after he was allegedly denied
an ambulance by a government hospital.

High fever
Iqbal, a resident of Gauripur
Jawahar Nagar in Baghpat,
had brought his nine-yearold daughter Reshma to the
district hospital on Tuesday
morning with high fever. She
died soon after.

“Reshma died because
she could not get good medical care on time. With her
body in my arms, I spent
hours at the hospital requesting the staff to provide
me an ambulance. But no
one heard my pleas,” Iqbal
told the media.
“As I did not get an ambulance, my folks got a motorcycle and we took Reshma's
body home,” he added.

CMO defends staff
Chief Medical Officer of
Baghpat Sushma Chandra
defended the government
hospital staff and said they
were not at fault. She told
the media that Reshma’s
family took her body of their
own free will.
Bhagpat District Magistrate Bhawani Singh Khanga-
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rot has ordered a probe into
the issue. He said he would
be able to comment only
after he gets the probe
report.

Minister furious
S.P. Singh Baghel, a Minister
in the Adityanath government, who was in Baghpat
on Wednesday, was furious
after getting to know about
the denial of ambulance.
“Even if an ambulance was
not available at the hospital,
the authorities should have
hired a private vehicle and
arranged a dignified journey
for the dead girl. This is
completely unacceptable. I
have asked the DM to
quickly probe the issue and
take action against the hospital staff responsible for
this,” Mr. Baghel said.

Foundation stone for Smart Janpath laid
Staff Reporter
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government has
lined up several ambitious
infrastructure projects under the smart city initiative
that are likely to transform
the way people use public
space
in
central
Bhubaneswar.
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday laid
the foundation stone for
Smart Janpath -- redesigning
of existing road connecting
Vani Vihar Square with
Sishu Bhawan Square, two
multi-layer car parking projects at Saheed Nagar and
Unit II area and an integrated public service building
in Saheed Nagar. The total
cost of all the projects is estimated at ₹ 176 crore.
Mr. Patnaik also inaugur-
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Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy rain likely at isolated places over
sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Konkan & Goa, coastal Andhra
Pradesh, coastal Karnataka and Kerala
city
rain max
min
Agartala.............16.3.... 32.5.... 26.0
Ahmedabad............ —.... 39.5.... 28.7
Aizawl ..................26.... 28.7.... 11.0
Allahabad .............. —.... 40.3.... 26.9
Bengaluru .............. —.... 29.8.... 20.5
Bhopal...............16.4.... 34.4.... 23.0
Bhubaneswar .....13.2.... 29.5.... 24.4
Chandigarh ............ —.... 34.1.... 24.3
Chennai ................. —.... 37.1.... 29.1
Coimbatore............ —.... 33.0.... 23.3
Dehradun...........30.4.... 33.2.... 20.4
Gangtok...............7.3.... 22.3.... 17.6
Goa ...................12.8.... 32.6.... 26.5
Guwahati ...........50.6.... 28.9.... 23.4
Hubballi................. —.... 28.0.... 22.0
Hyderabad ............. —.... 35.5.... 25.5
Imphal.................1.1.... 30.2.... 22.6
Jaipur ..................1.8.... 35.0.... 21.5
Kochi.................17.6.... 31.4.... 24.6
Kohima..............14.4.... 23.8.... 17.6
Kolkata.................. —.... 35.6.... 27.8

city
rain max
min
Kozhikode .............8.1.... 33.2.... 24.7
Kurnool ................... —.... 37.0.... 25.5
Lucknow.................. —.... 36.7.... 25.4
Madurai................... —.... 38.0.... 25.5
Mangaluru................2.... 32.0.... 23.8
Mumbai.................6.1.... 33.1.... 25.8
Mysuru.................... —.... 28.8.... 20.6
New Delhi ...........18.2.... 33.8.... 25.5
Patna ....................5.8.... 37.8.... 24.5
Port Blair ............17.6.... 28.5.... 23.6
Puducherry.............. —.... 37.6.... 26.3
Pune ....................... —.... 31.8.... 23.6
Raipur ...................5.5.... 34.6.... 24.7
Ranchi...................0.2.... 33.8.... 21.6
Shillong...............25.6.... 19.9.... 15.0
Shimla.................15.7.... 22.4.... 13.7
Srinagar .................. —.... 26.4.... 13.5
Trivandrum ...........3.8.... 32.8.... 25.0
Tiruchi .................... —.... 40.0.... 28.0
Vijayawada ............0.4.... 37.6.... 26.8
Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 32.7.... 28.4

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing
CITIES

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik
laying the foundation stone
for a multi-layer car parking
project in Bhubaneswar on
Thursday.
*

BISWARANJAN ROUT

ated an adaptive traffic signal control system.
The 5.5 km stretch from
Vani Vihar Square to Sishu
Bhawan Square will be developed at an estimated cost
of ₹ 80.47 crore and a twoyear deadline has been set
up to complete the project.

SO2 NO2

Yesterday

CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Ahmedabad.............— .....— .....—....... —.......— ......—
Bengaluru ........... ....9....41....22....... — .....99 ......*
Chennai .............. ....5....36....28....206.......— ......*
Delhi .................. ..13..108..102....179 ...277 ......*
Hyderabad .......... ..62....19....10......40 .....68 ......*
Kolkata............... ..22....45....32....... — ...102 ......*
Lucknow............. ....6....20....68......62.......— ......*
Mumbai .............. ..14....22....20......30 .....52 ......*
Pune................... ..12....26....73......20 .....21 ......*
Vishakhapatnam.. ..21....18....64......60 .....84 ......*

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Gurgaon,
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score
of 304
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution.
In contrast, Panchkula,
Haryana recorded a
healthy AQI score of 39

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and
premature death in people with heart or lung disease
(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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PSLV will lock heavy weight Cartosat-2 into orbit today
It will be the 17th flight of the four-stage PSLV
in the extended version with strap-on motors
Special Correspondent
Thiruvananthapuram

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is all set for the
launch of the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle carrying the Cartosat-2 series satellite, along with
30 co-passenger satellites on Friday morning.
The 28-hour countdown for the
PSLV- C38 mission began at 5.29
a.m. on Thursday at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.
It will be the 17th flight of the
four-stage PSLV in the XL (extended) version with strap-on motors.
The rocket weighing 320
tonnes at lift-off uses solid propellant for the first and third stage
and the strap-ons, while the
second and fourth stage use liquid propellant.

30 other satellites
The 31 satellites, together weighing 955 kg, will be lifted into a
505-km polar sun synchronous
orbit.
“This will be the second
highest number of satellites to be
launched by ISRO using a single
rocket”, says PSLV project director B. Jayakumar. In February
this year, the PSLV-C37 mission

ISRO plans complex manoeuvres

launched 104 satellites into orbit,
in a milestone achievement.
The Cartosat-2 earth observation satellite, weighing 712 kg, is
the primary payload aboard
PSLV-C38 and will be the first to
be injected into orbit, 16 minutes
from lift-off. The imagery
provided by the satellite will be
used for cartographic applications, coastal land use and regulation, road network monitoring,
water distribution, land use mapping and geographical information system applications.
Cartosat-2 is designed for a
lifespan of five years, according to
ISRO.

Engines in the fourth stage will be reignited three times
T. Nandakumar
Thiruvananthapuram

As the countdown for the PSLV-C38
mission began on Thursday morning, engineers at ISRO were preparing to execute a series of complex
manoeuvres for the shutdown and
reignition of the rocket engines in
space.
The engines in the fourth stage
will be reignited three times, in a
bid to master the technique that
will enable ISRO to inject satellites
into different orbits in a single
launch. “It will be a validation of
the technique that was tested in
the PSLV-C34 mission and deployed in the subsequent C35 mission”, says B. Jayakumar, PSLV pro-

14 countries
The PSLV-C38 payload includes a
nano satellite designed and developed by the Noorul Islam University in Kanyakumari district.
The rest of the payload comprises 29 nano satellites from 14
countries — Austria, Belgium,
Chile, the Czech republic, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia,
United Kingdom and the U.S.
They are being launched as
part of the commercial pact
between the Antrix Corporation,
the commercial arm of ISRO, and
the international customers.

ject director. The exercise will be
conducted after all 31 satellites on
PSLV-C38 have been injected into
orbit. “Once the last satellite has
been separated from the rocket at a
height of 520 km, the fourth stage
of the rocket (PS4) comprising two
liquid propellant engines will be
shut down and reignited three
times,” Mr. Jayakumar told The
Hindu. While the first two firings
are expected to last about six
seconds each, the third restart is
likely to fire up to 40 seconds.
The multiple reignition of the on
board engines will validate the
technique and provide ISRO with
the mission flexibility to inject
satellites into three different orbits

in a single flight to reduce the
launch cost and save time.
PSLV is capable of launching
satellites into different types of orbits like Sun Synchronous Polar Orbit (SSPO), Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
and Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO), as per the customer requirements. Even though ISRO has
enough experience in long duration satellite missions employing
multiple restart of the spacecraft’s
Liquid Apogee Motor (LAM) engine, it was during the PSLV-C34
mission that it first attempted a reignition of the rocket engine. Subsequently, the PSLV- C35 mission
placed eight satellites into two different orbits.

Dream come true for T.N. students
NIUSAT was built over 10 years at a lab set up on Noorul Islam University campus
T. Nandakumar
Thiruvananthapuram

When the PSLV-C38 rocket
lifts off from the Satish
Dhawan space port on Friday, it will carry with it the
dreams and hopes of over
200 students of the Noorul
Islam University at Thuckalay
in Kanyakumari district. The
students contributed to the
design and development of a
nano-satellite sharing space
with the 30 others on board.
They were part of the

IN BRIEF

team involved in the project
to build NIUSAT, a satellite
for disaster management and
crop monitoring. The project
which began in 2007 was
supported by ISRO and is estimated to have cost ₹37 cr.
Weighing 15 kg, NIUSAT was
fabricated at a satellite laboratory set up on the campus.
The university has also established a dedicated mission
control centre for telemetry
and telecommand operations and payload data recep-

tion.
The
satellite
is
equipped with an RGB camera for multispectral imagery
with a resolution of 25 m
from an altitude of 500 km.

‘Conceived in 2004’
“Over the 10-year period, the
200 students from the
Aerospace,
Aeronautics,
Mechanical and Electronics
and Communication engineering streams were part of
the project during their
course. Many of them spent

time in the laboratory
even during the vacation”, recalls Faizal
Khan, Pro-Chancellor of
the university. “The project was the brainchild
of our Chancellor A.P.
Majeed Khan and was
conceived in the wake of
the tsunami in 2004.”
As many as 16 scientists from ISRO and two
industry
partners
provided critical support for the team.

T.N. Minister clarifies on
Rajiv Gandhi convicts case

Four farmers commit
suicide in M.P.
Press Trust of India

C.Ve. Shanmugam says Centre’s nod must for their release
Special Correspondent

Effective audit system
needed, says Prabhu
NEW DELHI

Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu on Thursday stressed
the need to put in place
effective internal control
systems and audit capable of
detecting non-compliance of
laid-down procedures and
system failures. There was
need for a robust and
effective internal audit
system in Railways due to
greater delegations of power
at the field level. PTI

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Law Minister C.Ve.
Shanmugam on Thursday asserted that the Supreme
Court, in its ruling, had clarified that the power available
to State governments for commutation of sentence would
not apply to the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case or those
cases where conviction was
under any Central law or
where a Central agency such
as the CBI had carried out
investigation.
Intervening in a debate on

the demands for grants of his
department, Mr. Shanmugam
said the court was of the view
that prior consent of the Central government was essential
in the given case if the State
government wanted to set free
the convicts.

Assembly resolution
He recalled how former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa got a resolution adopted in the Tamil
Nadu Assembly regarding the
release of some convicts in the
assassination case. Responding to a plea by Nagapattinam

legislator Thamimun Ansari for the kidney transplantation of a convict,
the Minister said the government was willing to facilitate the procedure
provided a donor was
available.
When Mr. Shanmugam
began his reply to the debate, it was about 4 p.m.
The Minister did not read
out any prepared, lengthy
speech. Impressed with
his style of reply, Durai
Murugan, DMK leader,
lauded him.

Bhopal

Distressed over debts, four
farmers ended their lives in
Madhya Pradesh in the
past 24 hours, taking the
number of farmers’ suicides in the State to 21
within a fortnight.
While two suicides were
reported from Chhatarpur
and Sagar districts of the
backward Bundelkhand region, one was reported
from Budni, the Assembly
segment of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
and yet another from a village in Chhindwara, the
Lok Sabha seat of Congress

leader Kamal Nath.
One of the victims,
Jhamua Yaduvanshi (52),
who ate poison two days
ago at Kachram in Parasia of
Chhindwara district, died
on Wednesday, Sub-divisional Officer of Police S.K.
Damle said.

14-month-old falls into borewell
Marri Ramu
HYDERABAD

A 14-month-old girl slipped
into a 40-feet abandoned
borewell at Ekkareddyguda
village of the Chevella mandal of Rangareddy district,
60 km from here, on
Thursday evening. Top offi-

cials and Cyberabad police
rushed to the spot and began
operations to rescue the girl.
Baby Veena alias Chinnari
was playing in the field of a
farmer in which her father
Yadaiah, a labourer from
Gorepally of Yalal mandal,
had come to work.

Badgering him
His family members said
Yaduvanshi owed ₹7 lakh to
a bank and power companies which were badgering
him to pay up electricity bill
dues. Kamal Nath visited his
house today evening and assured that he would repay
the bank loan.

Raring to go: Work on the Lucknow Metro began in
September 2014 and the trial run on its priority
corridor was conducted on December 1, 2016.

‘Lucknow Metro
delay unavoidable’
Special Correspondent
LUCKNOW

The delay in starting the
Lucknow Metro for public use cannot be attributed to the change in
political power at the
helm of Uttar Pradesh,
said noted civil engineer
E. Sreedharan, popularly
known as the ‘Metro
Man’, here on Thursday.
Mr. Sreedharan said
the transition in power
from the Samajwadi
Party (SP) to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
U.P. had no impact on
the “planning or schedule” of the Lucknow Metro’s construction. The
postponement of the
deadline was due to “unavoidable reasons” such
as the delay in receiving
coaches and timely railway clearances, he said.
He expressed confidence
that the Metro rail would
be running in the U.P.
capital by the third or
CM
YK

fourth week of July.
Mr. Sreedharan said
Metro projects across India were awaiting government clearances as
the Centre was finalising
a new Metro policy.
Work on the Lucknow
Metro began in September 2014 and the trial
run on its priority corridor was conducted on
December 1, 2016. The
previous SP government
had announced that the
services would begin on
March 26. The target,
however, could not be
met, with the BJP government criticising the
previous Akhikesh Yadav
regime for doing things
“hastily”.
Despite the repeated
extension of the deadline, Mr. Sreedharan said
the Lucknow Metro
could boast of having the
fastest first section of any
metro be be completed
anywhere in the country.
A ND-ND
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Keeping the ‘Sixth Republic’ on track
The clean-up begins
But will the RBI’s move for insolvency
proceedings against borrowers succeed?

Game of thrones

Rakesh Sood
ven though President Emmanuel Macron won a respectable majority in the
French parliamentary elections
held last week with 350 seats (together with coalition partner MoDem) in the 577-member assembly,
his honeymoon period is proving
to be rather short-lived. The low
turnout of 42.6% on June 18 has
raised eyebrows, particularly
when compared to the 75% turnout
on May 7, when the 39-year-old
Macron was swept into the Elysee,
riding a political wave of change
that had not been seen since the
founding of the fifth republic in
1958.

E

Parliamentary win
Nevertheless, it is abundantly clear
that the French Assembly reflects
change. As President Macron had
promised, half of his La Republique en Marche’s (LREM’s) elected
members are newcomers to elected public office. They represent
diverse backgrounds — academics,
business, social activism, entrepreneurship, etc. Other LREM
members are the centrist moderates from the traditional Socialist
and Republican parties who
switched platforms. The new Assembly has 223 women members,
the highest number ever, with the
majority from the LREM which had
fielded 50% women candidates.
Republicans and their allies are
down from 229 to 136 seats while
the Socialists and their allies have
been reduced from 284 to a mere
44 seats! The far-left Le France Insoumise led by Jean-Luc Melenchon has done well by winning 17
seats while the far-right National
Front has improved its standing
from two seats to eight, well short
of the mandated 15 seats needed

T
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ingness to reach out and draw in
talent.
Mr. Macron has promised
budget savings of 60 billion euros
over the next five years even as he
reduces the government payroll by
120,000. Corporate taxes are to be
brought down from 33% to 25%.
There are no plans to tinker with
the 35-hour week but he has announced his intention to bring in
greater flexibility into the labour
market. The biggest challenge will
be tackling unemployment, running at over 10% and as high as 25%
among the youth. To generate jobs,
Mr. Macron has promised public
investment of 50 billion euros
which includes substantial outlays
for job training. While promoting
closer ties with EU, he has talked of
higher tariffs for non-EU goods and
creation of an EU border force for
dealing with the growing challenge
of immigration.

Macron’s real challenge
In the past six weeks that he has
been in his job, Mr. Macron has also
displayed confidence on the international stage that has added to his
reputation. The six-second, whiteknuckled handshake with U.S.
President Donald Trump last
month has already been the subject of considerable analysis on social media and YouTube. He expressed disappointment with the
U.S. decision to pull out of the Paris
Accord and tweaked Trump’s slogan ‘Make America Great Again’ on

Twitter to ‘Make Our Planet Great
Again’.
A week later with Russian President Vladimir Putin, he was forthright in his criticism of Russian
state-owned media and its attempts in election meddling. In
May, the night before campaigning
ended, his election team had disclosed a hacking, resulting in 9GB
of data from his campaign site,
mixed with fake documents, being
circulated on Web-based chat
rooms. He also took a firm line on
Syria, particularly with regard to
use of chemical weapons.
Even with the low turnout, the
presidential and the parliamentary
elections show that Macron has
clearly captured the sentiment of
the people. His objective is to keep
expanding the centrist turf as a
uniting force and remain pro-poor
and pro-business at the same time.
He has campaigned on a proEurope platform and, if Chancellor
Angela Merkel wins in Germany in
September, he will have an ally
with whom he has established a
good relationship. The pro-Europe
future has to be reconciled with a
reassertion of French identity by
reviving a sense of optimism about
French economy, based on technology, education and innovation.
None of these are easy challenges, but then, it is the first time
since the establishment of the fifth
republic in 1958 that the French
people have elected a president
and given him such a strong majority. Four of the five republics since
the French revolution in 1789
emerged out of wars in Europe; the
fifth in 1958 took shape because of
the liberation movement in Algeria. Many believe that the 1992
Maastricht Treaty and the introduction of the euro in 2002 began a
peaceful transition to the sixth
French republic. The real challenge for Mr. Macron is to keep this
transition on track.
Rakesh Sood is a former Ambassador to
France and currently Distinguished
Fellow at Observer Research Foundation.
Email: rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

Debunking myths about the cattle rules
The new rules governing cattle markets only attempt to prevent cruelty

Mohammed bin Salman’s elevation as Crown
Prince could herald a more hawkish Saudi line
he rapid rise of Mohammed bin Salman, from one
among many princes in the al-Saud royal family to
the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia within a span of
two years, is an unprecedented development in the history of the Kingdom. Little-known outside the palace
until January 2015 when his father, Salman bin Abdulaziz, became the monarch, Prince Mohammed has
since been the face of Saudi Arabia overseas and of reforms at home. Appointed Deputy Crown Prince by his
father, Prince Mohammed often overshadowed the
then powerful Crown Prince, Mohammed bin Nayef. He
was directly in charge of the Kingdom’s foreign policy
and rolled out an ambitious economic reform agenda
last year. Throughout, he had the support of the octogenarian King, even as the Crown Prince, reportedly
upset with his cousin sidestepping him, kept a low profile. On Wednesday, King Salman put an end to all speculation on the succession by ousting Prince Nayef, his
nephew, and appointing his son the new Crown Prince.
This has practically removed all hurdles for the 31-yearold to ascend the throne once his father retires or dies.
With King Salman largely confined to the Palace owing
to health reasons and Prince Nayef forcibly retired, the
new Crown Prince has already become the de facto
ruler of Saudi Arabia.
Many regard him as a reformer. He has repeatedly
talked about ending Saudi Arabia’s “addiction to oil”.
The Vision 2030 plan launched by the Prince last year
seeks to end the country’s dependence on oil, reform
its finances and encourage private enterprise. He has
also talked about women’s rights. At the same time,
many others perceive him as a reckless, impulsive royal
whose unrealistic ambitions and quest for power could
endanger not just the Kingdom but the entire Gulf region. A look at Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy under King
Salman lends credence to this criticism. Prince Mohammed was the architect of Riyadh’s bombing campaign in Yemen in the name of fighting Shia Houthi
rebels. The Saudi version is that the Houthis are Iran’s
proxies, and letting them consolidate themselves in the
Kingdom’s backyard will hurt its interests. For over two
years Saudi Arabia has been bombing Yemen with impunity, triggering a humanitarian crisis in one of the
poorest countries in the Arab world, but without attaining the stated objective of defeating the Houthis. The
Houthis are still in San’a, Yemen’s capital. Riyadh has
also taken a tougher anti-Tehran line in recent years
with Prince Mohammed determined to make sure that
“the battle is for them in Iran”. This aggressive foreign
policy line was evident in Riyadh’s decision to impose a
blockade on Qatar as well. Prince Mohammed’s domestic reform credentials are also yet to be established,
as his plans to reorganise the oil economy remain on paper, while social reforms are nowhere near the government’s agenda. Against such a background, the Prince’s
elevation will only prompt Saudi Arabia to turn more
hawkish on regional policy, while reforms take a back
seat. This is bad news for an already volatile region.

Wednesday, Mr. Macron has
brought in Florence Parly, a former
budget official, as the Defence Minister and Nicole Belloubet, a legal
expert, as the Justice Minister.
Nathalie Loiseau, a former diplomat, has been inducted to look
after European affairs. In the 29strong cabinet, Mr. Macron now
has 14 women, in keeping with his
campaign promise of maintaining
gender parity.
Mr. Macron’s challenge will be to
keep his liberal, pro-Europe and
pro-reform agenda intact while remaining committed to fiscal
prudence, in face of a vocal opposition led by Marine Le Pen on the far
right and Jean-Luc Melenchon on
the far left. Traditionally, social
and cultural liberalism has been a
preserve of the left-of-centre
parties
while
right-of-centre
groups tend to support liberal economic policies. By puncturing the
balloon of populism that both sides
were taking recourse to and exposing it as nothing more than politics
as usual, Mr. Macron has successfully recreated the liberal pragmatic centre, drawing in the moderates from both left and right and
infusing it with new blood. By constituting a cabinet that has Republicans (Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe and Finance Minister
Bruno Le Maire), and Socialists
(Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian and Interior Minister Gerard
Collomb), he has also demonstrated his political skill and will-

N.L. Rajah

T

he cow and all the hoopla
around it — political and otherwise — provide periodic
bouts of consternation to the nation. This time, the provocation are
the provisions of The Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of
Livestock Market) Rules, 2017.
These rules are sought to be lampooned on two main grounds.
First, that they are the product of a
government with a divisive agenda
that is trying to push the creed and
beliefs of the majority down the
throats of certain communities and
classes.
Second, that the provisions of
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (PCA) have been used
as a convenient peg to hang this devious attempt on. Since not only
the devil but also clarity lies in details, let us examine these charges
objectively.
As for the first allegation of communal bias, it may be worthwhile

to note some salient aspects. These
rules have been enacted under the
power to make rules under the
PCA; second, they do not ban
slaughter of cows or cattle; and
these rules do not prevent anyone
from eating beef. So what exactly
do the rules do? They seek, inter
alia, to regulate the sale and
slaughter of cattle and certain
other animals. But what has that
got to do with the PCA? Therein lies
a tale.

How the rules came about
In a case before the Supreme Court
of India, i.e. W.P. (Civil) No.881 of
2014 filed by one Gauri Maulekhi vs.
Union of India and others, the apex
court passed an order dated July 12,
2015 to frame guidelines to prevent
animals from being smuggled out
of India to places like Nepal where
large-scale animal sacrifices take
place during the Gadhimai Festival. The allegation was that buffaloes (buffaloes mind you, not
cows) were purchased in markets
kept there in unhygienic conditions and were transported in appallingly abominable conditions to
Nepal
where
they
were
slaughtered in large numbers.
The Supreme Court granted a
stay of such transportation to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In defence of dignity
Did not what Justice C.S.
Karnan do till his retirement
tarnish the dignity of the
post he was holding? He was
able to carry on with his
tirades and still continue as
a judge only because of the
difficult impeachment rules
(“Jailing a judge,” editorial,
June 22). Had he been in any
other government service,
he would have been
removed. Had the judiciary
requested Parliament to
initiate impeachment
proceedings, it might have
fallen on deaf ears,
considering that the former
has overruled some
decisions of the government
in the selection of High
Court judges. The only
available option for the
Supreme Court was
initiation of contempt
proceedings. Just because
he was a sitting judge, why
should there have been
leniency in awarding
punishment? When we say
everybody is equal before

Nepal. It also constituted a committee to suggest solutions to stop
these cruelties from being perpetrated on animals. The court then
directed the suggestions of the
committee to be taken into account and that rules with regard to
livestock markets and connected
issues be also notified. On July 12,
2016, the Supreme Court by the
way of a final order directed the
Union government to frame rules
under Section 38 of the PCA.
The Animal Welfare Board of India prepared the draft rules incorporating all the suggestions made
by the Supreme Court in the abovementioned case. Thereafter, the
draft of the presently impugned
rules was notified on January 16,

2017 inviting objections and suggestions within 30 days. Thirteen
representations were received regarding the rules, duly examined
and incorporated wherever found
suitable. The rules were finally notified on May 23, 2017.
Therefore the purpose of these
rules was not some sinister plot to
push through a communal agenda
but merely to comply with directions of the Supreme Court in letter
and spirit.
Further, as a matter of fact it was
found that it is in the market that
cruel practices like hot branding,
cold branding, shearing, bishoping of horses, ear cutting in buffaloes, sealing teats of udder with adhesives, etc. actually happen.
It is plain that the attempt was
only to prevent these atrocities. In
fact, without going into all the
above lengthy explanations, just a
perusal of Rule 14(h) is enough to
debunk the myth of a communal
bias in the rules. This rule prohibits
“putting ornaments or decorative
materials on animals”. One wonders whether rules allegedly
framed with a communal bias will
bung a spanner in the works of several Hindu festivals. One cannot
even imagine a Thrissur Pooram
festival without the brightly orna-

mented and caparisoned elephants. So, in the light of all this,
what great communal bias is discernible in these rules? And how
valid is the charge that the PCA has
been used as a convenient instrument to further this sinister plot?
This is not to say that the rules are
perfect. They may be otherwise deficient but that really is for courts to
decide.
We must remember that the harmony of our polity is a very fragile
one. Never in the history of the human race have people with such
mind-boggling diversity of caste,
creed, language, customs and culture agreed to come together as a
nation and agreed to be bound by
the promises offered by a secular
and egalitarian Constitution. If
there be attempts to disturb this
harmony, stern retaliation is in order. However, in burdening every
official act with the murk of communal bias, the alarmists will only
be reducing themselves to the
status of the boy who cried wolf.
When the wolf does arrive (one
hopes it never does), we may have
lost our collective capacity to
react.
N.L. Rajah is a Senior Advocate at the
Madras High Court

Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

the law, pleading for
leniency on the grounds of
the person being a part of
the judiciary is against the
spirit of the Constitution.
I sincerely hope that the
collegium bears these
incidents in mind while
selecting judges in the
future. Also, the
government should
consider granting some sort
of administrative powers to
the Supreme Court to deal
with recalcitrant judges.
B.C. Unnikrishnan Nair,
Kuthiathode

The Honourable Supreme
Court took a very correct
and logical step in
convicting a serving judge. I
do not understand how the
dignity of the highest court
in the country was lowered
by the judgment. It has, in
fact, increased our faith in
the judicial system. As
mentioned in the judgment
against Justice Karnan, the
judges gave him enough
opportunities to make
■
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rmed with the powers, a little over a month ago,
to get lenders and defaulting borrowers to sit
down and address the messy task of cleaning up
toxic bad debts, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to crack the whip. The central bank’s decision to
act on the advice of its Internal Advisory Committee
and direct lenders to initiate insolvency proceedings
against 12 corporate borrowers — each owing in excess
of ₹5,000 crore — has come not a day too soon. With
gross non-performing assets (NPAs) at about ₹7 lakh
crore, a regulatory intervention was imperative not
only to safeguard the health of the banking system but
also to ward off any wider impact on the economy. RBI
Governor Urjit Patel underscored the importance of
tackling the bad loans problem as recently as during the
June 6-7 meeting of the Monetary Policy Committee
when he said: “The quiescent investment cycle remains
a key macroeconomic concern. It is, therefore, imperative to ensure resolution of stressed assets of banks and
timely recapitalisation [of public sector lenders].”
While the RBI has not divulged the names of the defaulting dozen, reports suggest they are largely made up of
steelmakers and infrastructure companies. That steel
companies were among the worst-hit in the wake of the
global downturn in commodity prices and depressed
demand in recent years is widely known; to that extent
the sector’s presence in the list comes as no surprise.
The onus now shifts to the lender consortiums to expedite the insolvency process under the new Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The enabling architecture is now in place to speedily bring a defaulting
borrower’s operations under the purview of an insolvency professional, once the National Company Law
Tribunal has accepted the creditors’ application for initiating insolvency proceedings against the debtor. But
the actual timeframe in which the resolution is going to
occur remains to be seen, given that the IBC is still in its
infancy. While the code has been drafted to bring under
its ambit existing laws related to insolvency and bankruptcy, thereby curtailing the options available to a borrower who wishes to mount a legal challenge, the proof
of the pudding as always will be in the eating. The fate of
this long-overdue attempt at resolving the banking sector’s NPA crisis will ultimately be determined by how
quickly the lender consortia are able to initiate the implementation of a resolution plan that retains the defaulting company as a going concern — there are, after
all, thousands of direct and indirect jobs at stake here.
Or, in the absence of approval for such a plan, start taking steps to liquidate assets.

for recognition as a parliamentary
group.
Even though it is a handsome
majority for President Macron’s 14month-old party, the LREM, which
has won 308 seats, it is less than the
earlier projections that varied
between 380 and 440! The resignation of MoDem partners – Justice
Minister Francois Bayrou and Marielle de Sarnez, junior minister for
European Affairs, on Wednesday
has been a political setback. Defence Minister Sylvie Goulard, also
a MoDem ally, had stepped down a
day earlier, amid reports that MoDem has been placed under investigation for misuse of European
Union parliamentary funds (she is
a former member of the European
Parliament). The MoDem resignations follow the resignation of
Richard Ferrand, Minister for Territorial Cohesion and a close ally of
the president, following an expose
about his earlier financial impropriety in Le Canard Enchaine.
It is a harsh lesson because one
of Mr. Macron’s first promises was
to clean up political corruption for
which Justice Minister Bayrou had
introduced legislation in early
June. The proposed reforms include removing the Special Courts
and subjecting MPs and civil servants to normal judicial proceedings; limiting the number of elective offices that a French politician
can hold at a time; and doing away
with the practice of hiring family
members from public funds, a disclosure that torpedoed Republican
candidate Francois Fillon’s presidential bid.
These proposals are bound to
face opposition from the traditionalist Socialists and Republicans in
the Assembly. In addition, procedures regarding donations and contributions to political parties are to
be tightened and made more transparent. MoDem’s departure from
the cabinet affects Mr. Macron
politically but does not impact his
legislative agenda as the LREM
with 308 seats has a comfortable
majority on its own.
In his reshuffle announced on
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Emmanuel Macron’s objective is to expand the centrist turf as a uniting force and secure the pro-Europe platform

amends. It was undignified
on the part of an errant
judge to seek refuge in a law
which was created to
safeguard the interest of the
oppressed people. It was a
clear-cut case of an accused
playing the role of an
accuser!
Tilak Subramanian V.,
Udupi

A symbolic gesture?
The selection of Ram Nath
Kovind as the presidential
candidate by the ruling BJP
has taken the Opposition
parties by surprise (“Nitish
backs Kovind, RJD
unhappy,” June 22). They
cannot vociferously oppose
his nomination, for the fear
of being seen as ‘anti-Dalit’;
hence, they had to mull the
selection of another Dalit
leader. With due respect to
the highest chair, the
President generally never
frames the rules. Hence, the
ruling party’s move gives an
impression that they are
politicising what is

supposed to be a post of
apolitical nature.
D. Mukhopadhyay,
Kolkata

Appointing a Dalit to the
highest office as a symbolic
measure without providing
the community equal
opportunities to rise from
their backwardness is going
to do it no good in the long
run. The government
should learn from BSP’s
defeat in the U.P. State
elections that mere rhetoric
and symbolism can’t be a
permanent tactic to gain
votes. This takes the caste
system forward and the
society backwards. The
government should find
ways to end the caste
system and not promote it.

■

Gaurav Bhatia,
Faridabad

Trump’s India policy
The stance of the Trump
administration on various
issues concerning India is
not clearly known

(“American voyage,” June
21). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s upcoming
visit may clear the mist.
Issues like restrictions on
H-1B visas to Indian
professionals, withdrawal of
the U.S. from Paris Accord,
surge in hate crimes against
Indians need to be raised.
However, there also need to
be talks on cooperation as
regards nuclear energy,
maritime security and
counterterrorism. The meet
could be instrumental in
shaping the course of
India’s future U.S. policy.
Vedant Mishra,
Unnao

Kumble bows out
The unceremonious
manner in which Anil
Kumble had to step down
despite showing his interest
in taking the Indian cricket
forward shows that all was
not well between him and
captain Virat Kohli
(“Kumble’s farewell,” June
22). The differences

between the captain and
the coach could easily have
been resolved had there had
been a functioning cricket
administration. Kumble
could have fought it out, but
probably looked at the
bigger picture and quit. A
coach cannot be a
cheerleader of the team. He
cannot agree with the
captain in whatever he says.
There should be healthy
discussion between players
and the coach for the
betterment of the team. The
class of Kumble can’t be
questioned. We cannot
forget his brave act during
the Antigua Test against the
West Indies in 2002 when,
despite having a broken jaw,
he came forward to bowl
and picked up the wicket of
Brian Lara. Indian cricket
stands to lose due to his
resignation.
J. Akshay,
Bengaluru
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LEFT, RIGHT, CENTRE

Is prohibition the answer?
Whether or not people can drink is a debate fuelled by
upper-caste hypocrisy, a mix of religious guilt and bigotry

Hartman de Souza
is a theatre person,
journalist and author
of ‘Eat Dust — Mining
and Greed in Goa’

My late father, Peter,
would have spat derision
on this debate. When
LEFT Prime Minister Morarji
Desai visited Goa to
trumpet the virtues of prohibition,
Peter wanted to welcome him at the
airport, greeting him with a garland
of chamber pots. He was pipped by
organisations loyal to coconut and
cashew feni lining the road carrying
those same artefacts.

The Morarji era
Peter’s ire surfaced earlier. In 1968
he discovered you couldn’t walk
into a Mumbai store and walk out

with a bottle. Stubborn, unwilling
to visit a fabled Goan ‘auntie’ in
Bandra, he went the ‘official’ route
for a ‘permit’ to bonded supply. But
he also needed a medical certificate
admitting he was a confirmed
drunkard. Peter never forgave the
prohibitionists.
With Morarji at the helm of crusades between 1949 and 1962, prohibition ruled. A paltry amount of
‘foreign liquor’ was officially allowed; the economics of liquor
sidelined. Peter’s ‘drunkenness’
was saved by a law in 1963 allowing
permits for over-40s, doctors endorsing their ‘need’. In 1968, those

The agenda of prohibition is indeed a rational choice for
India, with its extreme poverty and infant capitalism

Shaibal Gupta
is member secretary,
Asian Development
Research Institute,
Patna

The number of liquor
addicts worldwide is
staggering, approximtwo billion. SevRIGHT ately
eral
studies
have
found that high alcohol intake increases blood pressure and enhances the risk of stroke and liver
cirrhosis. In developing countries,
those who drink tend to do so heavily.
For them, alcohol addiction has
both adverse health and social consequences, as diverting the resource away from basic necessities
such as food and shelter affects the
welfare of other members of the

household, especially children and
women. Alcohol is a State subject
and each State government has the
right to decide whether to go for
prohibition or not. Total ‘prohibition’ was introduced earlier in Gujarat and later in Bihar.

Ruining households
In poorer States like Bihar, the justification for prohibition is even
stronger as alcoholism among men
from the economically vulnerable
sections is even more harmful,
leading to economic ruin of their
families. Thus the enforcement of
prohibition in Gujarat may not be

Banning food and beverages is neither desirable nor
feasible. It puts unnecessary fetters on freedoms

M.A. Baby
is a Polit Bureau
member of the
Communist Party
of India (Marxist)

Banning food and
beverages is neither
desirable nor feasible
a civilised society. It
CENTRE in
would interfere with
social and customary practices, religious rites and rituals and put unnecessary fetters on individual
freedoms. In most of countries in
the world and in Indian States like
Gujarat and Nagaland where consumption of liquor is banned either
totally or partially, breaches in law
are more common than their
observance.
The U.S., which experimented
with prohibition for 13 years from

1920, finally lifted it finding it to be
impractical and interfering. For
this, the 18th amendment, by which
prohibition was introduced, was repealed, the only time that a part of
the U.S. Constitution has been revoked. The indirect ban on meat
consumption being imposed by the
Central government and the attempt of the erstwhile United
Democratic Front (UDF) government in Kerala to introduce prohibition of liquor belong to the category
of draconian steps that interfere
with
individual
and
social
freedoms.
The hasty decision on the ban of

over 21 could drink beer
and toddy with less than
5% alcohol without a permit while the minimum
age lowered to over-30s for
those needing stronger
potions.
Maharashtra was forced
to change in 1972 after
more than 100 people died consuming rotgut. While it became
progressively easier to buy liquor,
few Mumbai-ites know that, medical drunkenness apart, they still
need a ‘permit’ offering proof they
drink in spite of the Bombay Prohibition Act of 1949. Legally, a restaurant must have a segregated area
— a ‘permit room’ — where licensed
drunkards can be served. In 2012,
let us not forget, Mumbai’s ACP Vas-

ant Dhoble, holier than
even the Pope, tried to
implement the letter of
the law before he was
put to pasture.
As has happened and
continues to happen, if
the state wants to get
you, the state will.
Moreover, where is the evidence
that imposing prohibition helped?

keys given as presents by his many
admirers. At his wake — part of the
Goan Catholic way of life — we
opened every single bottle and saw
them to the end.

Driving it underground
Mizoram junked prohibition after 18
years. Haryana imposed it, lifting it
like Andhra Pradesh. In Tamil Nadu
since the 1940s, it comes awake
during elections and is then quickly
forgotten.
In Gujarat, dry since 1960, you
just need an app for home delivery.

Nagaland, dry since 1989, depends
on neighbouring Assam for its flow
of liquor. In Bihar, the saviours are
Nepal, Jharkhand, West Bengal and
Uttar Pradesh.
An editorial in this paper (April
20, 2016) hit the nail on the head:
“Banning the sale and consumption
of alcohol,” wrote The Hindu, “has
in this country’s experience, not
been an effective check against its
use. It has only criminalised the
activity, with disastrous consequences for individual health, the
economy and administration —
these include bootlegging, liquor
mafias, spurious liquor, and a complicit police.”
When Peter passed away, we
found in his wardrobe, behind his
suits, a treasure trove of rare whis-

Threat remains
And yet, a real threat remains.
Whether one quaffs a good single
malt first savoured in 1876, or some
excellent Mahua wine around possibly a few centuries before that —
leaving the safe English-speaking
world we inhabit — the discussion
whether people ought to drink or
not is fuelled by upper-caste hypocrisy, a complex mix of religious
guilt and bigotry.
It’s not that different from
whether one can legally eat beef or
not.

that serious, but it is an
important social agenda
for a State like Bihar.
More recently, the issue
of prohibition has reached
the national stage. Even
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had to acknowledge
the contribution of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar in the realm
of prohibition during Prakash Utsav
in Patna. If the prohibition were
pan-national, it would have been an
easier proposition; to enforce prohibition in a State is a Herculean
task, with issues like porous borders with neighbouring States and
the proactive agenda of liquor
traders.
Thus, prohibition creates a huge
enforcement challenge. Apart from

the plethora of administrative problems, the
contrarian ‘elite’ opinion, even if small, also
plays an important role
as a disincentive for prohibition or an ideological
lubricant for legal sanction and ultimate enforcement. In this scenario, it becomes immaterial what Mahatma
Gandhi or the Directive Principles
of State Policy have opined on prohibition. After 70 years of Independence, one has to revisit many
foundational issues of nation-building. It is against this backdrop that
one has to calibrate the justification
for prohibition in a poor State like
Bihar.
The stage of development of a so-

ciety depends on the surplus it generates. Most of the developed Western countries, in their initial phase
of capitalist transformation, were
mindful about productive investment. In North America and
Europe, the impetus for prohibition
was driven more under the rubric
of ‘pietistic’ and ‘temperance’
movement. The former represented moralistic ethos and the latter
gastronomical options and both
were essentially extensions of the
‘Protestant ethic’ which, as German
sociologist Max Weber explained,
laid the foundation of capitalism.
The Protestant ethic essentially
revolved around frugal spending
and saving, which lead to productive investment. That was the bedrock on which capitalism was built.

That is why ‘pietistic’ and ‘temperance’ movements supported prohibition, which facilitated capitalist
accumulation and the industrial revolution. Even though the American Civil War was fought on the
agenda of slave labour, both its
protagonist and antagonist were
united on the question of prohibition. It symbolised both the aspirations of modern capitalism and
diabolic form of buccaneering accumulation. Both had an identical belief that prohibition helps accumulation and it was in force in the U.S.
till the Great Depression. From this
development perspective, the
agenda of prohibition is indeed a rational choice for India, with its extreme
poverty
and
infant
capitalism.

liquor outlets and bars
taken by the then UDF
government had more to
do with inner-party rivalry
within the ruling Congress
than any well-thought-out
scheme
for
social
engineering.

quor ban. Moreover, as
observed by a Delhibased senior Congress
leader from Kerala, with
the closure of bars, a lot
of homes turned into
bars, disturbing domestic peace and amity.
The new Left Democratic Front (LDF) policy has been
announced after carefully assessing
the impact of the closure of bars,
the recommendations of the Udayabhanu Commission and the experiences of liquor ban in different
parts of the world. The new excise
policy is in tune with the LDF election manifesto, which proposed voluntary abstinence in place of prohibition. In a State that has high per
capita alcohol consumption, the

new policy recognises the dangers
inherent in the excessive consumption of alcohol. It proposes a vigorous campaign against alcoholism
and to set up de-addiction centres
in every district.
The policy, which takes into account the restrictions imposed by
the Supreme Court on highway
bars, also provides for reviving the
toddy trade by permitting its sale in
upmarket hotels. Liquor would now
be available in upmarket hotels and
domestic lounges of airports. The
government will scrap the former
UDF regime’s policy of closing
down 10% of liquor outlets every
year. We hope the new policy will
help the State retain its prime position in the tourism map of the
country as a favourite destination

for corporate getaways, meetings
and seminars.
While conscientious objections
of prohibitionist lobbies and religious organisations are understandable, the hue and cry being raised
by the Opposition parties is politically motivated. Catholic catechism
does not directly ban alcohol consumption. It only advocates temperance, advising Catholics to avoid
every kind of excess. There are religious orders like the Trappists
which have become justly famous
for their beer breweries. In comparison, the policies of communist
parties including the CPI(M), which
enjoin their cadres to practise abstinence and strictly prohibit
drunkenness among their leaders,
are more stringent.

Policy moderation
Apart from crippling the tourism industry with its adverse impact on
the State’s finances and employment opportunities, it led to an unprecedented increase in crimes relating to drug abuse and
bootlegging. As against 974 cases
registered in Kerala in 2013, the
State police registered 1,836 drug
cases in the first six months of 2016
after the introduction of partial li-
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It’s not sedition

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 23, 1967

Size of Nizam’s wealth remains a riddle

SC has ruled that sedition only applies
when there is incitement to violence

The riddle of the size of the wealth of the late Nizam, rated at
one time to be the richest man in the world, came up during a
question-answer interlude in the Lok Sabha to-day [ June 22,
New Delhi] but remained unsolved. Mr. K.C. Pant, Minister of
State for Finance, who replied to a question on this subject,
said the Wealth Tax returns of the Nizam in 1957-58 showed
his wealth as Rs. 3,29,26,912. However it was subsequently
found that a part of his wealth had escaped assessment and
ultimately his wealth was estimated at Rs. 10,05,76,365. Explaining the divergence between the two assessments Mr.
Pant in reply to Mr. S.M. Banerjee said that there were certain
trusts founded by the late Nizam and he had disputed the inclusion of these trusts in the Wealth Tax assessment.

Karan Thapar

PIXABAY

I’ve long suspected we lack the facility to strike the right balance in
tricky situations. When discretion
and judgment are required, we have
a knack of ending up in extreme positions. To put it bluntly, we often
get difficult calls wrong.
This was glaringly obvious in the
response to Muslims who celebrated Pakistan’s victory over the Indian cricket team in the Champions
Trophy. Fifteen men who shouted
pro-Pakistan slogans and let off firecrackers in Madhya Pradesh and five more in Rajasthan were
charged with sedition. Eventually charges were dropped
against the Madhya Pradesh 15, but continue for the Rajasthan
five. Meanwhile in Mussoorie, Kashmiri traders, some of whom
have lived there for 50 years, have been ordered by the traders’
association to leave because their children chanted Pakistan
Zindabad.
Celebrating your country’s defeat may be distasteful and
even offensive but it’s not a crime. More importantly, it’s definitely not sedition. It’s in no way different to the behaviour of Indian-origin citizens of Britain who, at the Oval or Lord’s, celebrate the Indian team’s victory over what is their ‘national’ side.
We, in India, rather like that. Then what moral right do we have
to criticise when our own citizens applaud a Pakistani victory?
And anyway, isn’t that what sportsmanship is about? The sensible thing would be to ignore such slogans and celebrations because, quite clearly, they’re seeking a response. If that’s too difficult, the next best would be to admonish them. However,
there are no grounds for the state or civil society to punish.

Deliberate misuse of sedition
Let me now focus on the deliberate misuse of sedition. The Supreme Court has repeatedly ruled that sedition only applies
when there is clear and immediate incitement to violence,
which is certainly not the case if you applaud, burst firecrackers or shout Pakistan Zindabad. The Supreme Court first made
this clear in 1962 in the Kedar Nath Singh judgment when it
read down Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, which is the
sedition clause. In 1995, in the Balwant Singh case, when it
ruled that Khalistan Zindabad is not seditious, it upheld the
1962 ruling. More recently, in September 2016, the Supreme
Court explicitly reaffirmed this position. So why do our police
continue to misuse the sedition law? More critically, why do
our elected governments permit and condone it?
Sadly, there are even occasions when some of our most
learned and sophisticated politicians get it wrong. In a speech
earlier this year in London, Arun Jaitley said: “Free speech
does not permit you to assault the sovereignty of the country.”
He’s wrong. As long as that assault is verbal — and not physical
and, therefore, violent — it is fully covered by Article 19 (1),
which guarantees free speech. Furthermore, what most politicians forget is that whilst Article 19 (2) permits restrictions on
freedom of speech on the grounds of sovereignty, it’s an enabling provision and not the law itself. After the law of sedition
was read down, such a law no longer exists.
Karan Thapar is a broadcast journalist
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Kuznets curve

Inclusion in the Backward Classes list

Economics
A curve used to demonstrate the hypothesis that
economic growth initially
leads to greater inequality,
followed later by the reduction of inequality. The idea
was first proposed by
American economist Simon
Kuznets. As economic
growth comes from the creation of better products, it
usually boosts the income
of workers and investors
who participate in the first
wave of innovation. The industrialisation
of
an
agrarian economy is a common example. This inequality, however, tends to
be temporary as workers
and investors who were initially left behind soon catch
up by helping offer either
the same or better
products. This improves
their incomes.
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Presidential election 2017:
Meira Kumar vs Ram Nath
Kovind
http://bit.ly/MeiravsKovind

The select committee’s report on the 123rd Amendment
is expected in the monsoon session
K. Venkataramanan

A widely welcomed move
to grant constitutional
status to the National Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBC) has also
brought with it a whiff of
controversy over whether it
amounts to encroaching on
the domain of the States.
The Lok Sabha passed the
Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill, 2017, in April. In
the Rajya Sabha, the Bill
was referred to a select
committee, whose report is
expected in the monsoon
session. The Supreme
Court, in its final verdict in
the Indira Sawhney (Mandal Commission) case, had
directed the establishment
of the NCBC as a statutory
body. Based on this, a law
was passed in 1993 to set up
the commission. The NCBC
has been examining cases
for inclusion in the BC lists
for the Central government
since then.
The idea behind the proposed amendment is to elevate the status of the panel
from that of a statutory

body to a constitutional
one, on a par with the National Commissions for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.
A clause in the 123rd
Amendment says the President may by public notification specify the socially
and educationally backward classes in relation to a
State or a Union Territory.
In respect of States, it will
be done after consultation
with the Governor. This
clause has given rise to
fears that the Centre is taking over the function of inclusion and exclusion of
communities from the
‘Backward Classes’ list.

The Bill’s language
One reason for the apprehension is that the language of the newly introduced sections, pertaining
to specifying Backward
Classes, is exactly the same
as that used in Articles 341
and 342 in respect of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. A Constitution Bench judgment, in

E.V. Chinnaiah vs. Andhra
Pradesh, ruled in 2004 that
the President alone has the
power to notify Scheduled
Castes/Tribes, and when it
comes to varying the lists,
the State legislatures do not
have legislative competence. Applying the same
yardstick to Backward
Classes may mean that the
President alone may notify
the list of BCs for every
State, and that it cannot be
varied except by a law enacted by Parliament.
Several
Opposition
parties, which in general
welcome the grant of constitutional status to the BC
Commission, have said the
Bill, if enacted, would undermine federalism, as it
amounts to usurping the
power of State governments to prepare their own
BC lists. The Centre has
sought to allay these fears,
saying the powers of the
States would remain unaffected. In any case, the list
for every State will be prepared only in consultation
with the State government.

Her Excellency Lady Willingdon this evening opened the new
club for the sick and wounded British soldiers in the magnificent pile of buildings known as Moto Mansions situated on
the Koregaon Road (Poona). The building is at present the
property of Sir Shapurji Broacha who has lent the place to
military authorities for the purposes of a club until such time
as other premises can be secured. Major General Fowler, in
asking Lady Willingdon to declare the club open, said when
the idea of a club was first mooted, there was no suitable
building in which it could be housed and so they had recourse
to Lady Willingdon who asked Sir Shapurji Broacha to lend
them this building, which with his usual generosity he
promptly did.
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Opposition seeks
support for nominee

Meira Kumar’s style evolved with her roles
Her equipoise and varied experience will serve her well in a contest where the ruling BJP’s nominee is on a sound wicket
Vikas Pathak
NEW DELHI

United stand: Sonia Gandhi with Manmohan Singh and other
Opposition leaders, in New Delhi. SANDEEP SAXENA
*

Interestingly, the entry of
the Ajit Singh-led Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) into the Opposition
grouping
on
Thursday saw its numbers
rising again to 17 and bringing some mild cheer with it.
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, who chaired the
discussion, later told journalists that they would appeal
to all parties to vote for Ms.
Kumar. The RJD’s Lalu
Prasad Yadav said — in response to a question -- that
he did not think that the Bihar government was in any
danger and that he would
make a strong appeal to Mr.
Nitish Kumar when he returned to Patna to change
his mind.
The meeting was choreo-

graphed perfectly, with Ms.
Gandhi first delivering an
opening statement on why
the Opposition had decided
to contest the election – the
fact that the government
had sought their cooperation, not consensus as the
ministerial team had not
come with any names to the
Opposition leaders they had
spoken to, and then followed it up with a unilateral
announcement. She then
turned to NCP chief Sharad
Pawar who placed three
names before the meeting,
that of Ms. Meira Kumar,
former Union Minister
Sushilkumar Shinde and
former Planning Commission chairperson Bhalchandra Mungekar.

Jadhav’s mercy plea
before Pak. Army chief
Mr. Jadhav’s second ‘confessional’ video was posted on
the Facebook page of the
military’s public relations
wing, ISPR.
India lashed out at
Pakistan for the “lack of
transparency”
in
Mr.
Jadhav’s trial and mercy petition process, and indicated
that Pakistan’s release of the
video was an “attempt to introduce prejudice” in the

ongoing International Court
of Justice appeal.
“India is determined to
pursue the matter in ICJ and
is confident that justice will
be done without being affected by these unwarranted and misleading steps
taken by Pakistan,” official
spokesperson Gopal Baglay
said.
(With inputs from Suhasini Haidar)

Maharashtra farmers
on the warpath
In 2016, the government
had announced that it was
considering an airport on
the plot to take some of the
load off the Chhatrapati
Shivaji International Airport.
“The land in reference is
owned by the Ministry of
Defence and the Indian
Navy and the State government land records certify
the same. The 7/12 extracts
are held with Defence Estate
Officer, Mumbai,” a Defence

spokesperson said.
The Thane Police have registered a case of rioting and
assaulting public servants
with intention to deter them
from discharging their duties under the Indian Penal
Code, and are rounding up
suspects who were involved
in the protest.The injured
policemen have been admitted to the Fortis Hospital in
Kalyan. Their injuries are
not very serious, the police
said.

From the time she joined
Parliament in 1985 after her
stint as an Indian Foreign
Service officer, Meira Kumar, Presidential candidate
of the Opposition, has had a
long political journey.
She comes with a political
pedigree:
her
father,
Jagjivan Ram, who went on
to become Deputy Prime
Minister, had been the Congress’s most influential Dalit
leader since Independence.
She became MP five times
and became the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha in 2009.
Before becoming Presiding Officer of the Lower
House, she served as a Cabinet Minister from 2004 to

Three CMs from south
to attend filing of papers
NEW DELHI

The Chief Ministers of Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana are expected to be
present when NDA
presidential candidate Ram
Nath Kovind files his
nomination papers on Friday.
Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao is in Delhi.
Edappadi K. Palaniswami of
Tamil Nadu was expected to
arrive late on Thursday night.
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu is expected to arrive on
Friday morning. PTI

Tripathi replaces Kovind
as Bihar Governor
PATNA

West Bengal Governor Keshri
Nath Tripathi took oath as
Bihar Governor as additional
charge here on Thursday. The
Chief Justice of the Patna
High Court, Rajendra Menon,
administered the oath to Mr.
Tripathi at a function in the
Raj Bhavan. Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, Deputy CM
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav and
Speaker Vijay Kumar
Choudhary were among those
who attended the ceremony.
The post of Bihar Governor
fell vacant after Ram Nath
Kovind resigned. PTI

Tyagi says Kovind
deserves JD(U) backing

As Union Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister,
she would speak in a measured way in press conferences, and would share only
as much information as was
necessary.
But Congress leaders
know her as a caring person
and for her equanimity.

2009, holding the portfolios
of Social Justice and Empowerment and Water Resources.

Diplomatic career
Ms. Kumar was born in 1945
in Patna. She completed her
LL.B. and acquired a Master’s degree in English as
well as an advanced diploma
in Spanish. She joined the
Indian Foreign Service in
1973 and served in Spain,
the United Kingdom and
Mauritius.
Ms. Kumar's style evolved
with her roles, say observers. If her speeches as an MP
in the 1990s were interspersed with Urdu poetry
and her unique way of bringing the House in order as

In the limelight: Meira Kumar outside Parliament.
Speaker became famous.
She would repeatedly say
“Baith jaayiye [please sit
down]”, to Opposition MPs
whenever there were dis-

*

FILE PHOTO

ruptions in House, an expression that became associated with her. Her stint as
Minister was, however,
formal.

A house and top-tier security for Kovind
His Delhi flat had little room for guests, hence party decides to move him to a Minister’s bungalow
Vijaita Singh
New Delhi

Ram Nath Kovind, NDA’s
presidential nominee, will
share accommodation with
Union Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma till July 17, the
day of the presidential election. The government flat
Mr. Kovind retained in Delhi
after he moved to the Raj
Bhavan in Patna as Bihar
Governor in 2015 is too
small to provide room to the
flood of guests he has been
receiving since his nomination was announced by BJP
president Amit Shah on
Monday.

Courtesy call: NDA presidential candidate Ram Nath Kovind with the family members of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee after meeting the former PM in New Delhi on Thursday. PTI

Finding a precedence
Union Urban Development
Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu
had examined if there was
precedence of providing accommodation to presidential nominees. An official
said the UPA government
had allotted a government

flat to the then President
nominee, Pratibha Patil,
when she moved to Delhi
after resigning as Rajasthan
Governor in 2007. Ms. Patil
continued to stay in the flat
till she moved to the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Raisina Hill. An aide of Mr.

*

Kovind said it was the
party’s decision to move
him to Mr. Sharma’s 10 Akbar Road bungalow. The
Urban Development Ministry is the custodian of all
government bungalows in
Lutyens Delhi. Mr. Sharma’s
Type VIII bungalow, spread

Amarnath Tewary

JD(U) leader K.C. Tyagi on
Thursday asserted that his
party supported Ramnath
Kovind because he had
proven his calibre at all
levels. “The JD(U) is a part of
the united Opposition. This is
an isolated incident. Ramnath
Kovind’s tenure in Bihar has
been laudable. He has always
performed his constitutional
duties wonderfully. And as
a Governor, Mr. Kovind
conducted himself well ,” said
Mr. Tyagi. ANI

Patna

Tejaswi Yadav

Even as some Rashtriya
Janata Dal leaders fumed
and party chief Lalu Prasad
made his presence felt at a
meeting
of
Opposition
parties held in Delhi to
choose their candidate for
the presidential election, Tejaswi Yadav, younger son of
Mr. Prasad and Bihar’s
Deputy Chief Minister, on
Thursday emphatically said
the JD(U)’s support to NDA
nominee Ram Nath Kovind

would have no impact on the
ruling alliance in the State.
“The grand alliance will
continue in Bihar … who
says what, will have no impact on the ruling alliance in
Bihar,” Mr. Tejaswi Yadav
told presspersons when
asked about any possible
crack in the grand alliance
over the JD(U) backing Mr.
Kovind.
The support extended by
Bihar Chief Minister and JD
(U) president Nitish Kumar
to Mr. Kovind has been seen

Justice
Karnan in
hospital

India flags U.S. military aid to Pakistan

Staff Reporter

Kallol Bhattacherjee

Kolkata

NEW DELHI

Former Calcutta High
Court judge C.S. Karnan
was admitted to the Staterun SSKM Hospital for
‘some tests’ on Thursday.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Director-General of West
Bengal Correctional Services Arun Kumar Gupta
said, “Justice Karnan was
admitted to SSKM hospital
today [Thursday] and is yet
to be released.”
However, the SSKM authorities did not elaborate
on the kind of health complications the former judge
was having. “He was
brought to the hospital
today [Thursday] for some
tests and was later admitted,” said an official of the
hospital on condition of
anonymity.
The development comes
a day after Justice Karnan
was brought to Kolkata following his arrest from
Coimbatore.
On Wednesday, he was
taken to a hospital for a
check-up after he complained of chest pain. A
senior official of Presidency Jail said that “he
[ Justice Karnan] seems to
be weak and was taken to
SSKM hospital again today
[Thursday] for some medical tests which could not
be completed yesterday
[Wednesday] night.
Justice Karnan, who retired on June 12, had been
evading arrest since May 9.
(With PTI inputs)

Setting the agenda of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
first meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump later
this week, India on Thursday
raised the issue of continued
American military assistance
to Pakistan and sought an
end to cross-border terrorism. Speaking at the weekly
press
briefing,
Official
Spokesperson Gopal Baglay
pointed out that Pakistan diverts U.S. military aid to target India, even as India’s Permanent Representative Syed
Akbaruddin told the U.N. Security Council to deal with
the
“adversary”
that
provides “safe haven” to terrorists who target Afghanistan.
“U.S. officials are aware of
our view which essentially is
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Agenda set for Prime Minister Modi’s first meeting with President Donald Trump later this week

U.S. drones
for India
Press Trust of India
Washington

Tough stance: Syed Akbaruddin called for dealing with the
‘adversary’ providing ‘safe haven’ to terrorists. PTI
*

Punjab police arrest
two with terror links
Special correspondent
Chandigarh

The
counter-intelligence
wing of the Punjab police
has nabbed two more persons allegedly with links to
the terror module busted
last month. The police said
they were tasked with targeting “anti-Sikh” leaders.
Gurpreet Singh was arrested from Jiwanwal in
Faridkot and Simranjit
Singh from Kamalpur in

Moga on Wednesday, a
spokesperson said. He said
two .32-bore pistols, four
magazines and cartridges
had been recovered from
them. “Investigations have
revealed that the Canadabased Gurjeet Cheema, during his visit to India this
year, gave two pistols, along
with ammunition, to Gurpreet. The latter passed one
to Simranjit Singh,” the
spokesperson said.

over 2,000 sq.ft, the highest
type of government accommodation, was chosen, as
his family lives in Noida on
the outskirts of Delhi.
Mr. Kovind’s flat at 144
North Avenue, which he was
allotted in his capacity as a
former Rajya Sabha mem-

ber, has little room for security paraphernalia such as
doorframe metal detectors
and baggage scanners.
“Moreover, it was causing
inconvenience to the other
two MPs on the same floor.
It was decided that he shift
to 10 Akbar Road,” the aide
said.
The Centre also accorded
Z plus security to Mr. Kovind
as he moved from the Raj
Bhavan in Patna to Delhi last
week. The former Bihar
Governor
would
be
provided round-the-clock
security cover by the elite
National Security Guard
commandos. “The NSG
commandos will provide Mr.
Kovind security till he is
elected President and the
Presidential Guards take
over. The Delhi police have a
dedicated
unit
for
Rashtrapati Bhavan security,” a Home Ministry
spokesperson said.

Tejaswi soft on Nitish, others in RJD not so

NEW DELHI

that the military aid (to
Pakistan) is diverted for use
against us. Relationship
between Pakistan and the
U.S. is a relationship
between two sovereign
countries but we have con-

‘Understands India’
“Once, as a young, first-time
MP, I recommended a foreign delegation to visit Parliament. It seems there were
some procedural issues and
she, as Speaker, made enquiries as to who recommended the delegation. She
talked to me about it and advised me to be more careful
in future, but in a steady, al-

most motherly fashion,” a
young Dalit leader of the Congress, Ashok Tanwar, told The
Hindu. “She is erudite and understands India well. Yet she is
a very patient listener.”
Rajesh Ram, MLA from the
Kutumba constituency in Bihar, says: “Though I had not
met her too many times
earlier, she would meet just as
a family member and speak in
Bhojpuri to me.”
Ms. Kumar thanked the Opposition parties for having
chosen her as the candidate
for this contest. She has been
fielded as the more experienced Dalit counter to the
BJP’s Ram Nath Kovind,
though the government at the
Centre is on a sound wicket in
the electoral college.

veyed our concerns regarding military assistance to
Pakistan,” said the Official
Spokesperson of MEA Gopal
Baglay who also explained
that problems with Pakistan
remain a bilateral issue

The U.S. has cleared the sale
of 22 drones to India, government sources said on
Thursday, a deal being
termed as a “game changer”
ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit here for
his meeting with President
Donald Trump. The deal is
estimated at about $3 billion.
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

without the possibility of a
third-party intervention.
Earlier, Syed Akbaruddin
in a statement at the U.N. Security Council hinted at
Pakistan and called for urgent action to stop the cur-

rent wave of violence in
Afghanistan. “Clearly, the international community is
dealing in Afghanistan with
an adversary who is not
averse to flagrantly violating
international humanitarian
and human rights law…
where are these anti-government elements getting their
weapons, explosives, training and funding from?
Where do they find safe
havens and sanctuaries?
How is it that these elements
have stood up against one of
the biggest collective military efforts,” said Mr.
Akbaruddin.
The strongly worded
statement went on to point
out that the UNSC has often
failed to condemn terror incidents in Afghanistan,which
was echoed subsequently by
Afghan officials.

as a major snub to the Congress-led Opposition which
on Thursday decided to field
former Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumar against the
NDA’s candidate.
Earlier in the day, RJD
vice-president and senior
party leader Raghuvansh
Prasad said that it was Mr.
Nitish Kumar who had first
met Congress president Sonia Gandhi and the RJD chief
to request them for a joint
presidential candidate of all
secular parties but “later he

turned around”.
“It’s a ploy to weaken the
Opposition unity and sends
a wrong signal on the grand
alliance among the people …
but, Nitish Kumar is not the
only leader in the country,”
Mr.
Raghuvansh
told
presspersons in Patna.
RJD leader and party MLA
Bhai Birendra too criticised
Mr. Nitish Kumar for supporting Mr. Kovind.
“JD(U)’s
stand
has
weakened the grand alliance
in Bihar,” he said.

CBI to probe then
SP govt.’s scheme
Misappropriation of funds alleged
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

The CBI has registered an
FIR to probe the alleged
misappropriation of funds
under the ₹1,100-crore
Sachal Palna Griha Yojana of
the previous Akhilesh Yadav
government
in
Uttar
Pradesh.
Officials of the Uttar Pradesh social welfare, building
and constructions department allegedly connived
with NGOs to divert funds
meant for creches for children of women labourers
engaged in the construction
sector.
The
scheme
was
launched by Akhilesh Yadav
to provide temporary accommodation to children,

aged six and below, of women labourers when they
were on the job.
The scheme, which was
supposed to involve several
private NGOs, aimed at
providing nutritional food,
entertainment and educational facilities to the
children.
The Lucknow Bench of
the Allahabad High Court
had handed over the case to
the CBI, saying there was a
need to investigate the misappropriation of public
money during the implementation of the scheme.
The court had observed
that the departments of the
U.P.
government
were
“shifting blame” onto each
other for the irregularities.

Nearly half fail in Bihar Class X Board exam
Special Correspondent
Patna

The much-awaited Bihar
Class X Board examination
results were declared on
Thursday with nearly half of
the students failing to pass.
Earlier, in the Intermediate
Class XII Board examination,
only 35% students passed
and the topper in the Humanities stream made headlines for not being able to answer even basic questions
pertaining to his subjects —
he was later sent to jail for

providing his age incorrectly.
“In the Xth Board examination, 50.12% students have
passed while 49.68% have
failed…but, this year’s result
has 3.1% more pass percentage than last year,” said Bihar School Examination
Board (BSEB) chairman
Anand Kishor. Mr. Kishor
also said that the low pass
percentage may have been
low due to strict measures to
stop cheating and other malpractices in the exam.
A total of 17,40,000 stu-

dents appeared in BSEB’s
Class X Board exam this
year, of whom 8,63,000 students have been declared
passed.
Last year total 15 lakh 77
thousand, 936 students had
appeared in the exam and
only 47.1% had passed.
This year the BSEB under
its new regulation had also
introduced the provision of
grace marking to students
but the BSEB chairman Mr
Kishor refused to share more
information on how many

students were provided
grace marking to cross the
pass percentage. “Under the
new regulations of BSEB the
secrecy of grace marking
cannot be shared with media”, he said.
However, only 13.91% students have got first division
marks while 28.68% got
second division and 9.32%
passed with third division
marks. Prem Kumar of
Lakhisarai
district
has
topped the Bihar Xth Board
examination with 93% marks

while Miss Bhavya Kumari of
Simultala Residential Government School, Jamui
bagged second position with
92.8%. Most of the top ten
students are from Simultala
Residential
Government
School, Jamui. This time,
said Mr Kishor, physical verification of all top 10 students
were done before publication of the results to avoid
any embarrassment which
the BSEB had to face last
month when the class XII
results were published.
A ND-ND
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Feeling the heat: With protests in Kashmir Valley increasing, security personnel, including those in the State Police, have recorded an increase in the number of fatalities.

*

NISSAR AHMAD

As turmoil mounts in Valley, policemen at a crossroads
With 16 deaths reported till now — the highest number of casualties in the last two decades — 2017 has turned a bloody year for the Jammu & Kashmir police
Srinagar

venge attack by Lashkar-eTaiba” for police actions.

It’s not just the Army or the
paramilitary forces who are
feeling the heat in Kashmir.
The Jammu and Kashmir police have now found themselves in the middle of the
Kashmir imbroglio.
The killing of six policemen in south Kashmir’s
Achabal on June 16 is the
latest in a series of attacks on
the State Police.
“I was praying that the
news coming at Iftar time
should be wrong. I ate dates
to break the fast and nothing
thereafter. All policemen
went into mourning. Never
before has the J&K police
saw themselves at the middle
of Kashmir conflict the way
they are today,” a Superintendent of Police-level officer
told The Hindu.
The last Friday’s attack
spurred the death toll of policemen to 16 in the first six
months this year, highest in
the past two decades. Last
year, 13 policemen were
killed.
In a similar attack, seven

Police role
The Army takes a lead in
most operations against militants. Still the police form
second ring as the Army sets
up attack teams to fight
holed up militants.
However, former police
officers fear that anti-militancy operations may take a
toll on community policing.
“In a conflict situation, normal policing becomes a casualty. I wish the local police
would be a ‘service’ rather
than a ‘force’ in J&K,” said a
former
senior
superintendent.
There is division within
the police on what kind of
role they should assume,
given their local roots.
“The narrative in Kashmir
is anti-police. Pakistan is also
playing a role to fan sentiments against police. It is the
first time that militants
raided houses of police officers. It has never happened
before,” said a former J&K
police officer.

Peerzada Ashiq

persons, including five policemen, were killed on May
1 when a bank van was attacked. The video of civilians
shifting dying policemen to
hospital evoked condemnation online from the Valleybased netizens against the
militant strategy.

“This was not true in the
1990s. People then decided
not to take stand when militants were killing political activists. There is pressure
within the society on militants this time,” said another
police officer.
The reason for growing

‘Plastic bullets’ sent to Kashmir
May replace pellet guns, which caused 13 deaths last year
Vijaita Singh
New Delhi

The first batch of less lethal
‘plastic bullets’ were sent to
the Kashmir Valley a few
days ago as security forces
anticipate protests to mark
the first death anniversary of
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani who
was killed in a gunfight on
July 8 last.
The government faced
severe criticism over the use
of pellet guns which resulted
in 13 deaths last year and injuries to over 250. Several
parties demanded their
withdrawal
“We got the plastic bullets
a few days ago, but are yet to
use them. We have been
asked to exercise restraint,”
a senior CRPF officer said in
Kashmir. The CRPF helps
the police in containing

IN BRIEF

Meet on preserving
Manipur deer held
IMPHAL

A two-day workshop on how
people and brow-antlered
deer (Sangai), can co-exist,
concluded in Manipur on
Thursday. S.A. Hussain, a
delegate, stressed the need
to create a system where
man and deer can co-exist
peacefully. Due to lack of
funds and poaching, sangai
may become extinct sooner
than expected.

NATGRID can soon
access PAN, I-T records
NEW DELHI

The Centre has empowered
the National Intelligence Grid
(NATGRID), the integrated
mechanism to keep track of
security-related data, to
access the Income Tax
department’s records on
individual taxpayers as well as
PAN card holders. NATGRID
and the I-T department could
sign a pact soon to
operationalise the data
sharing arrangement.

CM
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protests and maintaining
law and order in the Valley.
The plastic bullets were
tested at the Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory
in Chandigarh. They could
be fired from the weapons
the forces already have. Instead of metal head, the ammunition would have a
plastic head. The guns
would fire one bullet at a
time, an official said.
After the 2010 unrest, the
Omar Abdullah government

introduced anti-riot guns,
which fired plastic bullets
that disintegrated into 40
small projectiles after discharge.
A senior official of the
Home Ministry said that
though there was no specific
input about trouble during
the Wani death anniversary,
the event falling during the
month-long Amarnath Yatra
was a cause for concern.
“The militants don’t target
pilgrims, but there is a high
probability of them attacking security forces,” said the
official.
Another official said there
was a steep increase in the
number of locals joining terror groups, and infiltration
attempts.
Around 27,000 security
men are being deployed for
the 40-day pilgrimage.

militant attacks on the local
police could be the successful operations by the police’s
special operations group and
a small counter-insurgency
cell, seated in Srinagar.
Even Director General of
Police S.P. Vaid described
the recent incident as a “re-

‘Why deduct our salary?’
Police forces feel ‘neglected’ by govt. in welfare measures
special correspondent
Srinagar

In the wake of killing of six
policemen by militants, anger among the police forces
against the government has
come to the fore with many
officers taking to the social
media to vent their feelings.
Following the killings,
some officers have taken exception to the government’s
response. They questioned
the Police department’s
move to force all policemen
to donate a day’s salary for
the welfare of families of victims, alleging inappropriate
response.
“Why deduct our salary?
Why shouldn’t the government give at least ₹1 crore to
each family? Are we fighting
for ourselves or government? Our men give blood,
face bullets and stones. Now
we should give money too,”

Bullet-proof
vehicles soon
special correspondent
Srinagar

All police stations in south
Kashmir will be given bulletproof vehicles. This comes
after six policemen were
killed in last week’s militant
attack, and amid reports
that slain police officer
Feroz Dar had made
repeated requests for such
vehicles. The requests were
reportedly turned down.

a senior police officer wrote
in a WhatsApp group in a
rare outburst by the police.
Another officer wrote that
“a martyr lays his life for the
state and it should be dutybound to honour his family

by supporting him.” “We die
and pay from our own pockets,” the officer added.

Welfare measures
The police officer also questioned the welfare measures
of the department. “Not
that I am not willing to
donate. Take a month’s
salary, what is welfare section doing? Why do we need
to go with begging bowl for
our
martyrs?”
asked
another.
The police officers’ stand
was backed by junior officers, in an apparent growing anger against the State
government for its “callous”
attitude towards a police
force, which is working in
difficult conditions with militants going after it. Policemen in J&K have also been
seeking a union, which has
been barred so far.

Two soldiers
die in firing
along LoC

Deaths of militants trigger clashes that left a civilian dead and over 50 injured

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Special correspondent

Srinagar

Srinagar

Two soldiers and two infiltrators were killed on the
Line of Control (LoC) as
Pakistan army’s Border Action Team (BAT) attempted
to intrude inside the Indian
territory in Poonch on
Thursday.
The attack on the area
patrol party, the third such
by the BAT this year, took
place around 2 p.m on
Thursday.
Army sources said the
infiltrators were spotted
and engaged in a firefight
“The infiltrators were fired
upon. As the firefight was
going on, Pakistani posts
too resorted to heavy firing.” “In the gunfight, two
jawans were killed,” the
army said.

Three Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
militants, including a student, were killed in south
Kashmir on Thursday morning, sparking clashes that
resulted in the killing of a
youth and injuries to over 50
protesters.
A Srinagar-based police
spokesman said the Pulwama police, the Army’s 50
Rashtriya Rifles and CRPF
acting on specific information about the presence of
militants in Bank Mohalla,
Kakapora, Pulwama, closed
in on their hideout. The ensuing gun battle, which
began around 9 p.m. on
Wednesday, ended in the
morning, and the house
where the militants were

3 LeT ultras killed in Pulwama

Last hideout: Villagers at the site in Pulwama, where three
rebels were shot down on Thursday. AFP
*

holed up was razed.
“One Army official was injured but is stable,” said the
spokesman.
The LeT militants were
identified as Majid Hameed
Mir, Shakir Ahmad Jugjoo
and Irshad Ahmad Dar, all

residents of Pulwama. Two
AK rifles and one pistol were
recovered from the encounter site.
“Mir was behind the
killing of two sarpanches
and a bank robbery. He,
along with Gugjoo, killed

two civilians,” said the
police.
Scores of locals participated in the funerals of the
three militants, with two
coming from middle-class
families. Mir, 19, according to
his brother Imtiyaz Ahmad,
was a final semester student
at Kite Polytechnic College
and was missing from June
last year. The family owns
orchards, restaurants and
deals with poultry.
Gugjoo, 18, who was to
join a college in Chandigarh
on April 25 , went missing on
April 22 as police launched a
search for him. “We received
his last call on Wednesday
when he wanted to speak to
his mother,” said his relative.
The third militant was a
sand-digger and a school
dropout.

Stalemate continues as key parties
keep away from Darjeeling meeting

Army’s search for a basic
assault rifle set to start again

Bengal govt. faces isolation as only 2 of the 15 development boards came for talks

It has rejected indigenous version developed by OFB

Shiv Sahay Singh
Siliguri

With only three political
parties, including the ruling
Trinamool Congress, joining
talks on the ongoing situation in Darjeeling, the meeting called by the West Bengal
government in Siliguri on
Thursday turned out to be a
damp squib.
The isolation of the government was also evident as
only two of the 15 development boards set up by the
State government in the hills
came for talks.
This was the first meeting
called by the government to
tackle the issue and none of
political parties from the
hills participated in it. Even
major Opposition parties like
the Congress, Bharatiya
Janata Party(BJP) and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist)-led Left Front
stayed away.
“This meeting was held
without any conditions.
Those who have not come I
hope will join the discus-

Lacking in numbers: A meeting convened by the West Bengal
government in Siliguri on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

sions in future,” West Bengal
Home Secretary Moloy De
said after the meeting.

State’s appeal
Mr. De said the government
was making an appeal with
an open mind that the
bandh in the hills be withdrawn, adding that the path
of dialogue remained open
for all stakeholders.
The State’s Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Partha Chatterjee said the government
will keep the process of discussion on and appealed
that the ‘disruptive activities’

in the hills stop.
Meanwhile the situation
in the Darjeeling hills remained the same, with neartotal shutdown on the eighth
day of the indefinite strike
called by the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha. While the Internet services remained
down, cable television services were also suspended.

Chamling backs demand
In a related development
Chief Minister of Sikkim
Pawan Chamling wrote to
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh coming out in

support of the demand for
Gorkhaland. In a letter to Mr.
Singh, Mr. Chamling said the
“creation of Gorkhaland
State will restore permanent
peace and prosperity in the
region.”
He also said that Sikkim
had been suffering due to
the agitation and blockade
along the State’s only lifeline, National Highway 10,
for the past 30 years.
West Bengal took strong
exception to the letter and
Mr. Partha Chatterjee said
the neighouring State had no
right to interfere.
Meanwhile, the Darjeeling
police have lodged an FIR
against GJM president Bimal
Gurung and other senior
leaders of the party alleging
their complicity in the June
17 violence which claimed
three lives. The charges include murder and attempt to
murder. The development
has triggered fresh tension in
the hills with the GJM claiming that their leaders were
being falsely implicated.

Dinakar Peri

and 7.62mm calibre bullets
which was cancelled in 2015
as none of the companies
could meet the over-ambitions GSQRs. After that the
Army decided to go for
7.62mm calibre and a new
Request for Information
(RFI) was issued in September 2016.

New Delhi

The Army’s continued efforts to procure a basic assault rifle is all set to start
again.
Specifications for a new
7.62mm assault rifle are expected to be finalised in the
next few days after which a
global tender will be issued.
This comes even as the
Army has rejected the indigenous rifle developed by
the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) which is currently undergoing trials.

Request for Proposal
“A collegiate meeting to
define the General Service
Quality
Requirements
(GSQR) of a new assault rifle
has just begun. Once it is
done, a Request for Proposal
would be issued,” a senior
Army source said.
The rifle requirement is
for the three services and
the Army is the lead agency.
The collegiate includes representatives from the Army,

The rifles are required for all
the three Services.

DRDO, Director General
Quality Assurance (DGQA),
Air Force, Navy, Directorate
of standardisation and department
of
defence
production.
The Army currently uses
the indigenous INSAS (Indian National Small Arms
System) which it has been
trying to replace for a long
time.
In December 2011, a
global hunt was launched for
interchangeable barrels capable of firing both 5.56mm

Preliminary trials
Rifle Factory Ishapore (RFI),
which made the new 7.62
mm assault rifle, has given
eight rifles for the preliminary Project Management
Team (PMT) trials which
began early this month.
Army sources said that
four of the eight rifles were
unfit for trials.
A senior source in the
Army said that during an internal evaluation process, an
“excessive number of faults
and stoppages to the extent
of more than 20 times the
maximum
permissible
standards” were observed in
the prototypes of the assault
rifles.
A ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE

Mosul in shock as IS blows
up 850-year-old mosque
Al-Nuri Mosque was destroyed as jihadists, closed in by Iraqi army, were retreating

Removing Assad no
longer priority: Macron
PARIS

France no longer sees the
departure of President
Bashar al-Assad as a priority
in the Syrian conflict, French
President Emmanuel Macron
said on Thursday. Fighting
the IS has to be the
international community’s
primary goal, he added. AFP

China halts video
streaming on major sites
BEIJING

China’s media oversight body
announced on Thursday that
it has ordered three Internet
companies to terminate their
video and audio streaming
services. It said that Sina
Weibo, the microblogging
platform, iFeng.com and
ACFUN did not possess the
permits required for providing
audio-visual streams. AFP

North Korea calls
Trump a ‘psychopath’
SEOUL

North Korea’s official Rodong
Sinmun newspaper on
Thursday called U.S.
President Donald Trump a
“psychopath” as tensions
soared following the death of
American student Otto
Warmbier, who was
evacuated in a coma from
North Korean detention last
week. AFP

Turkey, Russia to deploy
troops in Idlib province
ANKARA

Turkish and Russian personnel
will be deployed in Syria’s
northern Idlib region as part
of a de-escalation agreement
brokered by Russia last
month, Turkish presidential
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin was
quoted as saying on Thursday.
The issue will be further
discussed in Astana next
month. REUTERS

TAIMOOR SHAH
ROD NORDLAND

Mosul/Baghdad

Kandahar

The leaning al-Habda minaret that has towered over
Mosul for 850 years lay in ruins on Thursday, demolished
by retreating Islamic State
militants, but Iraq’s Prime
Minister said the act marked
their final defeat in the country’s second city.
“In the early morning, I
climbed up to my house roof
and was stunned to see the
Hadba minaret had gone,”
Nashwan, a day-labourer living in Khazraj neighbourhood near the mosque, said
by the phone. “I felt I had
lost a son of mine.”
His words echoed the
shock and anger of many
over the destruction of the
Grand al-Nuri Mosque along
with its famous minaret,
known affectionately as “the
hunchback” by Iraqis.
The demolition came on
Wednesday night as Iraqi
forces closed in on the
mosque, which carried
enormous symbolic importance for Islamic State. Its
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
used it in 2014 to declare
himself as “caliph” as militants seized swathes of Syria
and Iraq. His black flag had
been flying on the 150-foot
(45-metre) minaret since
June 2014, after Islamic State
fighters surged across Iraq,
seizing vast swathes of
territory.

A car bombing killed at least
34 people and wounded 60
others as they lined up at a
bank to collect their pay on
Thursday in Lashkar Gah,
the capital of Helmand
province, in southern Afghanistan, according to Afghan
officials.
A suicide attacker drove
into a crowd in front of a
branch of the New Kabul
Bank in the city, detonating
a car bomb so potent that
some victims were blown
into the nearby Helmand
river, officials said.

Baghdadi dead?
Russia said on Thursday
there was high degree of certainty Baghdadi was now
dead, according to RIA news
agency. Moscow said last
week its forces may have
killed him, but Washington
could not corroborate and
Western and Iraqi officials
were sceptical.
Baghdadi has left the
fighting in Mosul to local

commanders and is believed
to be hiding in the border
area between Iraq and Syria.
Some analysts said the destruction of the mosque
could in fact speed operations to drive the IS out of
what had been its chief Iraqi
stronghold. Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi went further. “Blowing up the alHadba minaret and the alNuri mosque amounts to an
official acknowledgement of
defeat,” he said on his website. The insurgents chose to
blow up the mosque rather
than see the flag taken down
by U.S.-backed Iraqi forces
battling through the maze of
narrow alleys and streets of
the Old City, the last district
still under control of Islamic
State in Mosul.
In the dawn light, all that

Spiegel says BND spied on official and business targets
with outrage when information leaked by former NSA
contractor Edward Snowden
revealed in 2013 that U.S.
agents were carrying out
widespread tapping worldwide, including of Chancellor Angela Merkel's mobile
phone.

Agence France-Presse
Berlin

Institutions spied on
These included telephone or
fax numbers, as well as email addresses at the White
House as well as the U.S. Finance and Foreign ministries.
Other monitoring targets
ranged from military institutions, including the U.S. Air
Force or the Marine Corps,
space agency NASA to civic
group Human Rights Watch.

Taliban claim responsibility, say they targeted security forces

Reuters

‘Germany spied on White House’
Germany’s foreign intelligence service long spied on
numerous official and business targets in the United
States, including the White
House, Spiegel weekly reported on Thursday.
The magazine said it had
seen documents showing
that the intelligence service,
the BND, had a list of some
4,000 so-called selector
keywords for surveillance
between 1998 and 2006.

34 dead in suicide attack
outside Helmand bank

Germany had reacted with
outrage in 2013 when it was
revealed that the U.S. had
tapped Merkel’s phone. AFP
*

Hundreds of foreign embassies as well as international organisations such as
the International Monetary
Fund were not spared,
Spiegel said.
The BND declined comment in the Spiegel report.
Germany had reacted

Volte-face
Ms. Merkel, who grew up in
communist East Germany
where state spying on citizens was rampant, declared
repeatedly that “spying
among friends is not on”
while acknowledging Germany’s reliance on the U.S.
in security matters. But to
the great embarrassment of
Germany, it later emerged
that the BND helped the NSA
spy on European allies.
Berlin last June approved
new measures, including
greater oversight, to rein in
the BND following the
scandal.

remained was the base projecting from shattered masonry. A video on social media showed the minaret
collapsing vertically, throwing up a pall of sand and
dust.

Facing heat
Defence analysts agreed the
decision to destroy the
mosque could indicate that
the militants are on the
verge of collapse. “They had
said they would fight until
their last breath defending
the mosque,” Baghdadbased security expert Safaa
al-Asam told Reuters.
“The fact is that they are
no longer capable of standing in the face of Iraqi government forces.”
The assailants will be freer
in their attacks as they don’t

have to worry about damaging the mosque any more,
he said.
The minaret was built
with seven bands of decorative brickwork in complex
geometric patterns also
found in Persia and Central
Asia. Its tilt and the lack of
maintenance made it particularly vulnerable to blasts.
U.S. Army Colonel Ryan
Dillon, spokesman for the
U.S.-led international coalition assisting in the Iraqi effort to defeat Islamic State,
said Iraqi security forces
were “continuing to push
into remaining ISIS-held
territory”.
“There are two square
kilometres left in West Mosul
before the entire city is liberated,” he told Reuters by
phone.

Civilians dead
The Governor of Helmand,
Hayatullah Hayat, said that
civilians and soldiers were
among the dead and
wounded, including women
and children.
“Most of the victims were
civilians, but some were military, and we are investigating why military men came
to a bank in the city, since
they should collect their pay
from bank branches on their

No end to misery: The car bomb was so powerful that some
victims were blown into the nearby river, said officials. AP
*

bases,” Mr. Hayat said. Many
victims were hard to identify
because the bodies were so
badly mutilated, said Mualadad Tobagar, the head of
the Boost Hospital, where
most of the victims were
taken.

Pay day
The victims were all gathering to collect their pay on
the last workday before the
end of Ramzan and the beginning of the Eid al-Fitr holiday. A spokesman for the

Taliban, Qari Yousuf Ahmadi, claimed in a WhatsApp message to journalists
that the insurgents had carried out the attack but that
all the victims were soldiers
and police officers who had
gathered to collect their pay,
some of them in civilian
clothing.
He said civilians were
banned from the bank at the
time of the attack, but he did
not address the reports of
women and children being
among the victims. NYT

Sex abuse scandal: Welby apologises
Church of England admits it colluded with abusive bishop
Associated Press
London

The Church of England “colluded” with and helped to
hide the long-term sexual
abuse of young men by one
of its former bishops, the
head of the church said on
Thursday.
Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby apologised to
the victims who spoke out
and helped bring ex-bishop
Peter Ball to justice as the
church published a detailed
report on how it handled the

case. Archbishop Welby
ordered the independent report after Ball was convicted
and imprisoned in 2015 for
misconduct in public office
and
indecent
assaults
against teenagers and young
men from the 1970s to
1990s.

Enduring damage
Ball, who admitted to abusing 18 young men, was released after serving 16
months. Some victims reported that Ball encouraged

them to engage in “spiritual
exercises” involving naked
praying and cold showers.
The report said Ball’s conduct “caused serious and enduring damage to the lives of
many men,” but that at the
time the church trivialised
it, partly because of a lack of
understanding about safeguarding vulnerable adult
men. “The church, at its
most senior levels and over
many years, supported him
unwisely and displayed little
care for his victims,” it said.

Trump says
he has no
Comey tape
Agence France-Presse
Washington

U.S. President Donald
Trump admitted on
Thursday he did not
have recordings of his
private meetings with
fired FBI Director James
Comey.
“With all of the recently reported electronic surveillance, intercepts, unmasking and
illegal leaking of information, I have no idea
whether there are ‘tapes’
or recordings of my conversations with James
Comey, but I did not
make, and do not have,
any such recordings,”
Mr. Trump tweeted.
The White House has
for weeks been challenged by the press to
prove Mr. Trump’s claim
that he taped his meetings with Mr. Comey.

Prince Mohammed, a Trump ally?
Administration has cultivated strong ties with the Saudi Crown Prince
Mark Landler
Mark Mazzetti
Washington

President Donald Trump
wasted no time on Wednesday calling the newly named
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia. Less than 24 hours after
King Salman elevated Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, his
31-year-old son, Mr. Trump
offered congratulations and
celebrated the monarchy’s
cooperation in rooting out
terrorist financing.
Even more than Karen
Handel, the Republican who
won a hotly contested
House seat in a special election in Georgia this week,
Prince Mohammed was Mr.
Trump’s anointed candidate
— in this case, for the byzantine struggle to control
the House of Saud.
Mr. Trump views the
Prince as a crucial ally in his
effort to cement a Sunni
Muslim alliance in the Persian Gulf. Prince Mohammed, who also serves as
the Saudi Defence Minister,
CM
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Growing friendship: Donald Trump and Prince Mohammed bin
Salman at the White House in March. AFP
*

favours a confrontational
line toward Iran, which
dovetails with the Trump
administration’s
hostile
stance toward Tehran. And
he is spearheading Saudi Arabia’s embargo of neighbouring Qatar, which Mr.
Trump has praised.
The Prince is also a favourite of the President’s
son-in-law, Jared Kushner.

Mr. Kushner began cultivating Prince Mohammed
soon after Mr. Trump’s election. When the Prince visited Washington in March,
he dined with Mr. Kushner
and his wife, Ivanka Trump,
at their home.
When the couple joined
President Trump on his visit
to Saudi Arabia last month,
the Prince returned the in-

vitation and hosted Mr.
Kushner and Ms. Trump for
a dinner at his house.
“There’s a certain compatibility there,” said Jon B.
Alterman, the director of
the Middle East Program at
the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in
Washington.
“The President and his
entourage think fellow billionaires who have an itch to
get things done make the
world go ‘round.”
Mr. Kushner and Prince
Mohammed, senior officials
said, worked closely together to choreograph Mr.
Trump’s trip to Saudi Arabia. During the Prince’s first
visit to the White House, in
March, the President welcomed him with a meeting
in the Oval Office and a
formal lunch in the State
Dining Room.
Mr. Kushner also hopes
for the Prince‘s backing, or
at least his blessing, in a
peace initiative between Israel and the Palestinians. NYT
A ND-ND
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market watch
22-06-2017

% CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,294 ddddddddddddddd0.02
US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.59 ddddddddddddd -0.10
Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,100 ddddddddddddd -0.01
Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 45.64 ddddddddddddd -0.10

Centre to rejig Air India’s debt
Fresh round of talks possible with banks to take over a portion of debt as equity
Somesh Jha

NIFTY 50

NEW DELHI
PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1651.00. . . . . . . . -6.70
Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 369.45. . . . . . . . -0.50
Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 244.95. . . . . . . . . 4.60
Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1162.55. . . . . . . . . 7.15
Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 665.95. . . . . . . 10.80
Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 508.00. . . . . . . . . 0.25
Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2845.70. . . . . . . 28.20
Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 165.15. . . . . . . . -1.85
Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 366.20. . . . . . . . -1.10
Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24286.40. . . . . . . 60.35
BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 641.80. . . . . . -12.60
Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 540.15. . . . . . . . -0.85
Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245.70. . . . . . . . -4.75
Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2635.60. . . . . . -51.45
Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27680.85. . . . . 147.65
GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 360.10. . . . . . . . -8.15
HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 849.15. . . . . . . . . 5.70
HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1653.80. . . . . . . 25.55
HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1698.00. . . . . . . . -0.70
Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3730.70. . . . . . -38.55
Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191.60. . . . . . . . -4.95
Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1094.05. . . . . . -29.40
Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1114.25. . . . . . . . -7.50
ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.60. . . . . . . . -1.50
IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1490.65. . . . . . . . -3.70
Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 375.00. . . . . . . . . 3.30
Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 940.15. . . . . . . . -3.20
Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 393.50. . . . . . -14.75
ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311.30. . . . . . . . . 2.35
Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 997.90. . . . . . . . . 5.95
L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1736.40. . . . . . -17.80
Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1066.95. . . . . . -28.05
M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1396.30. . . . . . . . . 9.15
Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7316.10. . . . . . . 47.90
NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.95. . . . . . . . -0.85
ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.45. . . . . . . . -4.35
PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 202.30. . . . . . . . -3.40
Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1432.65. . . . . . . 10.65
State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294.50. . . . . . . . . 3.60
Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 538.70. . . . . . . 10.70
Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 452.70. . . . . . . . -4.60
Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 282.10. . . . . . . . -2.60
Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.75. . . . . . . . . 1.00
Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 515.00. . . . . . . . -2.65
TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2394.85. . . . . . -11.45
Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 386.95. . . . . . . . -4.00
UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4057.85. . . . . . . 41.80
Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234.25. . . . . . . . -4.35
Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.05. . . . . . . . -0.85
YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1452.00. . . . . . . 19.30
Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 510.65. . . . . . . . . 6.05

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 22
CURRENCY

TT BUY

TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.39. . . . . . . 64.71
Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 71.84. . . . . . . 72.20
British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.56. . . . . . . 81.98
Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.83. . . . . . . 58.11
Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.42. . . . . . . . . 9.47
Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.09. . . . . . . 66.42
Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.30. . . . . . . 46.54
Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 48.37. . . . . . . 48.61
Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.00. . . . . . . 15.09
Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES

CHENNAI

June 22 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses
Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.30. . . . . (41.10)
22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,767. . . . . (2,757)

Amid fresh talk of the Tata
group evincing interest in
buying out the cashstrapped national carrier Air
India, Civil Aviation Ministry
officials said that the
Centre’s primary focus was
to restructure the airline’s
debt before it can reach out
to potential buyers.

‘No meeting with Tatas’
Officials have also dismissed
the notion that any backchannel talks were underway with Tata Sons, and asserted that the stake sale
would be done through a
transparent bidding process.
“Our first goal is to restructure Air India’s huge
debt of around ₹50,000
crore. Otherwise, how will
we find buyers?” a senior
ministry official said, on the
condition of anonymity.
On June 1, Tata Group
Chairman
N.
Chandrasekaran met Fin-

Juggling act: Officials say stake sale will be done through a
transparent bidding process. AP
*

ance Minister Arun Jaitley.
On the same day, Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju also held a
meeting with Mr. Jaitley on a
plan to sell Air India’s prime
properties across the country. However, both the meetings were unrelated, according to a senior Civil Aviation
Ministry official.
“First of all, we cannot
confirm if such a meeting
(between
Mr.
Chandrasekaran and Mr. Jait-

ley) happened at all, and
second, if it did happen, we
can’t
confirm
what
happened behind closed
doors,” an official in the finance minister’s office said.
An aviation ministry official
also denied any reported
meeting between Mr. Raju
and the Tata Group chief on
Air India disinvestment. A
Tata Sons spokesperson declined to comment.
To make the debt-saddled
airline attractive for disin-

‘The new tax regime is part of the digitisation revolution’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank Governor Urjit
Patel on Thursday said the
soon-to-be
implemented
goods and services tax (GST)
will not only create a national market but will also
broaden the tax base which
in turn will lower the overall
taxes in the long-term.
“The prudent point is that
GST itself is part of the digitisation revolution, which
along with the reforms on
the information tax side in
terms of the processes and
operations, have the potential to broaden the tax base
considerably,” Mr. Patel told
an event organised by industry lobby IMC Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
here.
He also said GST is a precursor to a low tax regime in
the country at a later stage.
He said the broadening of

Software export growth set to slow: Nasscom
Domestic market expected to grow faster than exports and may touch $26.5 million in FY18
Special Correspondent
HYDERABAD

The country’s software export growth is set to slow to
7-8% this fiscal year, down
from 8.6% a year earlier, according to industry body
Nasscom.
Nasscom expects software
export revenue to be
between $124-125 billion in
the current fiscal year to
March 2018. Software exports during the last year
ended March 2017 were $116
billion and domestic market
revenue, excluding that of
hardware, was $24 billion,
both in constant currency
terms. The domestic market
was projected to grow faster
than the export market during this fiscal, Nasscom president
R.Chandrashekhar

said. Revenue from the domestic market may increase
10-11% and touch $26-26.5
billion.
Last fiscal, the industry
added $11 billion in revenue,
an increase of 8.6% in constant currency and 7.6% in
reported currency, despite
headwinds in the form of
“increased rhetoric on protectionism, elections, Brexit
and visa issues.
Macroeconomic uncertainties also led to delay in
the decision-making process
of customers, while in traditional services the growth
was slower on account of the
focus on cost optimisation.
Currency volatility led to a
difference of 1-3% between
constant currency and reported currency growth, the

Slowing growth: Nasscom expects software export revenue to
be $124-125 billion in the current fiscal year. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK
*

National Association of Software & Services Companies
(Nasscom) said.

‘Inflection point’
The outlook, Nasscom chairman Raman Roy said, comes
in the backdrop of the in-

Resolve 55 accounts in six
months or face IBC: RBI

RBI expands
Oversight
Committee

Banks are saddled with NPAs of more than ₹8 lakh crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

RBI has asked banks to resolve 55 high value cases of
bad loans within six months
or face the prospect of being
directed to go in for the new
insolvency resolution mechanism as part of the strategy
to rein in unacceptable level
of non-performing assets
(NPAs).
Earlier this month, Reserve Bank of India identified 12 accounts for insolvency proceedings with each
of them having over ₹5,000
crore of outstanding loans,
accounting for 25% of total
NPAs of banks.
RBI has asked banks to
find solution for 55 identified NPA accounts within 6
months otherwise the central bank would examine
those cases and refer for resolution under the Insolv-

vestment, the Aviation Ministry may ask the Finance
Ministry to take over a part
of the airline’s debt.
“For the first time in almost a decade, the airline registered operational profit of
₹105 crore in 2015-16. The
airline is showing signs of revival operationally and that
will be our selling point to
the Finance Ministry,” the official said.
The Centre will also seek
to negotiate afresh with
banks to take over a portion
of debt as equity in the airline even as such negotiations in the past have failed.
A consortium of lenders had
earlier rejected Air India’s
proposal to waive off a part
of its debt in exchange of
equity. If the two options on
debt-restructuring do not
materialise, the national carrier will have to sell off its assets to reduce its debt, another official said.
(With inputs from
TCA Sharad Raghavan)

GST to help lower overall
tax burden over time: Patel

The RBI had identified 12
cases which account for 25%
of bad loans.

ency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), official sources said.

‘Speed up the process’
RBI is of the view that banks
should expedite the NPA resolution process for these
cases as soon as possible,
the sources said.
In cases where a viable

resolution plan is not agreed
upon within six months,
banks would be asked to file
insolvency
proceedings
against the defaulters under
the IBC, sources added.
The banking sector is
saddled with NPAs of over ₹8
lakh crore, of which ₹6 lakh
crore is with public sector
banks (PSBs). The 12 identified cases account for 25% or
about ₹2 lakh crore of NPAs.
IBC has defined timeframe for the resolution and
there is 14-day time period
for admission or rejection of
a case by National Company
Law Tribunal. After a case is
accepted by NCLT, the creditor would get 30 days to
hire insolvency practitioners
and then the entire process
to be completed in 180 days
which will look at various
possibilities including revival
of projects or liquidation.

dustry being at an interesting
“inflection point.”
Mr. Chandrashekhar said
improvements in financial
services and a high potential
in digital businesses would
be the key growth drivers.
Nasscom had deferred mak-

ing the announcement in
February. Then it had
lowered the projections for
the last fiscal year.
“The direction today is far
clear... have a greater visibility and reasonably confident
of what we are talking
about,” he said.
An improvement in legacy
business and increased automation-based projects would
be among the growth
drivers, Mr. Chandrashekhar
said. The industry also
foresaw itself as a net hirer.
The number of people to be
hired this year would be
between 1.3 lakh and 1.5
lakh, he said. The demand
will be for technology-skilled
professionals and it was imperative for new and existing
people to reskill themselves.

Urjit Patel

tax base is an important outcome of the new uniform
taxation regime and other
initiatives on e-payments
and digitisation.

‘Reduce inefficiencies’
Besides creation of a national market, GST will also
reduce many inefficiencies
within the States while moving goods from within a
State and also across the

country, Mr. Patel said.
Talking about fintech, he
said with the emergence of
technology-enabled innovation in financial services
there will both opportunities and risks to financial sector stability which need to
be addressed by policy
makers, regulators and supervisors, as many innovations have not been tested
through a full financial
cycle.
“You really come to know
what works and what
doesn’t when you go
through a full cycle. The decision taken at an early stage
can set important precedence on what is the right
time and the wrong time.
Therefore, caution in this respect is not unwarranted especially when you consider
that the world is yet to recover even from the 2008
financial crisis,” he said.

Not ‘overly pessimistic’
on IT jobs: RBI chief
‘Growth in start-ups may compensate’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank Governor
Urjit Patel on Thursday said
he is not “overly pessimistic” about employment
scenario in the IT sector,
and pointed out that mushrooming start-ups could
compensate for job losses.
The comments came as
industry lobby Nasscom
hinted at a slowdown in export revenue growth at
7-8% in 2017-18 as against
the 8.6% achieved last
fiscal.
There have been reports
pointing to big IT firms laying off people and going
slow on hiring.

“I think we don’t have to
be overly pessimistic at this
stage,” Mr. Patel said at an
IMC event here amid growing concern over jobs in the
$160-billion IT sector.
“While there could be
pressure on employment in
some of the IT sectors, it is
not necessarily in terms of
literally a job destruction,
but may be the growth rate
is affected by what is happening. The number of
start-ups in that same space
is almost compensating for
most of this,” he said.
“When you talk to businesses themselves, I rarely
hear about jobs destruction,” Mr. Patel said.

Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has expanded the
size of its Oversight Committee — formed to advice
banks on stressed assets
resolution — to five, by
adding
three
more
members.
S. Raman and M.B.N.
Rao, both former Canara
Bank chiefs, and former
L&T Finance Holdings
chairman Y. M. Deosthalee,
are the new members.
Former SBI managing
director, Janki Ballabh, is
the fourth member. The
committee is headed by
former Central Vigilance
Commissioner, Pradeep
Kumar.
The RBI said a circular
giving details of the process to be followed by
banks for resolution of
identified stressed assets
within six months would
be issued separately.

National flag, temple offerings and Gandhi
caps will need e-waybills under GST
Transporting currency, LPG, and kerosene oil, however, won’t need an e-waybill
TCA Sharad Raghavan
New Delhi

The national flag, temple
prasadam, khadi fabric, and
Gandhi caps may be exempt
from Goods and Services
Tax, but for their transportation, the Centre is considering mandating the generation of e-waybills once that
system is operationalised.
Transporting currency,
LPG, and kerosene oil, however, won’t need an e-waybill. An e-waybill is an electronic bill documenting any
transport of a good of a value
of more than ₹50,000.
A list of exemptions and
items to be included in the
proposed e-waybill rules, in
the possession of The Hindu,
shows that while handgliders and their components will require an e-waybill, sensitive technology
that goes into spacecrafts
and satellites will be exempt.
CM
YK

Cap vs currency: An e-waybill is an electronic bill documenting
any transport of a good worth more than ₹50,000.

Other items that will require e-waybills are curd,
natural honey, dried vegetables, unroasted coffee
beans, unbranded coconut
water, and firewood, among
a list of 61 item groups.
Finance Minister Arun
Jaitlley last Sunday announced, following the 17th
meeting of the GST Council,
that since the Council could

not reach a consensus regarding the implementation
of the e-waybill system, it
would authorise the continuation of the current waybill
until a consensus is reached.

‘Point of controversy’
“The e-waybill was always a
point of controversy among
the trader community and
the government,” Vivek Jain,

Founder at CAclubindia, an
online platform for tax professionals, said.
“The government is not
ready in terms of software or
the technology backbone
that is required.”
According to the latest
version of the e-waybill rules
being considered by the GST
Council, the government will
have to install radio-frequency identification (RFID)
scanners “at places where
verification of movement of
goods is required to be carried out”, so as to verify the
e-waybill linked RFID tags on
vehicles.
“Every business generating this e-waybill—for even
intra-state transport—on a
daily basis would be a mammoth task,” Mr. Jain said.
“The ₹50,000 invoice is
very low and should be increased to at least ₹1 lakh,”
Mr. Jain added.
A ND-ND
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Tatas offer 51% in Mundra for ₹1
Power unit has accumulated losses of ₹6,457 cr. vs paid-up equity of ₹6,083 cr.
Piyush Pandey
MUMBAI

Centre seeks details of
Apple’s investments
NEW DELHI

The Central government
has sought investment and
job creation details from
iPhone maker Apple in
order to facilitate setting
up its proposed
manufacturing facility in
India. A view on Apple’s
application for tax
concessions would be taken
up after considering the
levels of investments and
the benefits that are likely
to accrue to the Indian
economy, sources said. PTI

AAI ropes in Tata Elxsi to
design IT guidelines
NEW DELHI

Design services provider Tata
Elxsi has been roped in by
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) to design
information and technology
guidelines for all upcoming
AAI airports. Tata Elxsi will
help AAI set up a team and
create a process to design
and implement customercentric information and
wayfinding system, which
will cover the entire
passenger journey, right from
parking to boarding the
plane, the company said . PTI

After selling its Scunthorpe
steel unit in U.K. for one
pound last year, the Tata
Group’s power unit, Tata
Power, has now offered to
sell a majority 51% stake in
its debt-laden 4,000 megawatt (MW) Mundra Ultra
Mega Power Project (UMPP)
for just ₹1.
Mundra UMPP, operated
by Tata Power subsidiary
Coastal Gujarat Power Limited (CGPL), has run up accumulated losses of ₹6,457
crore against a paid-up
equity of ₹6,083 crore.

Offer to consumers
CGPL CEO Krishna Kumar
Sharma has approached the
Centre and the distribution
companies of five States including the Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd. offering to
part with 51% stake for just
₹1, provided the discoms
agree to buy all the power
generated at higher rates.
The five States that have

CHENNAI

Parry Nutraceuticals, a part
of the Murugappa Group, has
forged a partnership with
Synthite Industries, to apply
proprietary patented
technologies for extraction
of Phycocyanin, a natural
blue pigment found in
Spirulina. Natural Blue is one
of the Primary colours, which
is difficult to master and has
very limited sources that are
acceptable by regulatory
bodies in USA, EU, Japan and
South Korea as food colour.

inked a power purchase
agreement (PPA) with Tata
Power’s Mundra plant include Rajasthan, Haryana,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat.
CGPL with its 49% stake
plans to operate the project
as a contractor and provide
all necessary support to the
plant.
The Mundra unit has an
outstanding loan of more
than ₹10,000 crore and the

lenders have stopped further
disbursal to the plant citing
non-viability of the project,
which accounts for 2% of India's power needs.

‘Beyond control’
“It is unfortunate that due to
circumstances beyond the
control of the company, the
Mundra plant has been reeling in losses year-on-year,”
Tata Power said in a statement. “CGPL would con-

Estates have been shut since June 9 following the GJM stir
Indrani Dutta
KOLKATA

The closure of the Darjeeling
tea estates, now in its thirteenth day, may ring the
death knell for an industry
which is passing through a
critical revival phase, industry officials said.
The industry has remained closed since June 9
on account of the turmoil in
the hills.
The June to mid-August
period is a crucial time that
yields the premium second
flush teas, which contribute
about 20% of annual output
and about 40% of the Darjeeling
tea
industry’s
revenue.

Second flush output
The industry is looking at
“nil” production of its
premium second flush as
the plucking round has been
totally destroyed and green
leaves have become unus-

In jeopardy: June to mid-August yields the premium second
flush teas, which contribute about 20% of annual production.

able, industry officials said.
“They will have to be
plucked and destroyed,” an
industry official, who did
not wish to be named, said.
Industry estimates a direct loss of more than ₹100
crore and an indirect loss of
about ₹150 crore. “This
would make the industry

totally unviable and may
trigger closures even after
normalcy returns,” the official said.
Darjeeling Tea Association chairman Binod Mohan has urged the Tea Board
to provide a one-time grant
to help industry tide over
this situation.

Call centres set up to aid firms,
taxmen on GST switchover

Telecom minister Sinha assures
telcos of corrective measures

HTC Global
acquires
Ciber Inc.

Several ministries have established GST facilitation cells

Meets chiefs ahead of inter-ministerial group’s report

Special Correspondent
Hyderabad

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Parry Nutraceuticals
ties up with Synthite

Overwhelmed by debt: The Mundra project has an
outstanding loan of more than ₹10,000 crore.

tinue to work towards exploring all options to stop
losses and best contain the
onslaught of under-recovery
on the fuel side. Any decision with regards to the
plant will be made keeping
in mind the best interests of
all stakeholders.”
Ousted Tata Sons chairman Cyrus Mistry had raised
the Mundra UMPP issue, citing wrong business decisions
taken when Ratan Tata was
at the helm of the group as
the main reason for the utility’s losses.
The Tatas had, in February 2006, won the Mundra
UMPP bid at a price of ₹2.26
per unit, based on imported
Indonesian coal. However, in
2010, the Indonesian government said that any export of
coal could be done only at
prices linked to international
rates. Tata’s plea for higher
power tariffs was also rejected by the Supreme Court.
Tata Power had posted a
loss of ₹593 crore in the
March quarter.

‘Closure will ring death knell
for Darjeeling tea industry’

Two call centres will go live
on June 25, one to help businesses and the other to assist tax officials in the transition to the new indirect
taxation system that rolls out
on July 1, Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Network Chairman Navin Kumar said on
Thursday.

Smooth transition
“We are aware that not all
taxpayers are well-versed
with technology and might
face some difficulties in
completing their registration
and application process. We

believe as the technology
provider, it is our duty to
provide all help to them to
smoothen their transition,”
Mr. Kumar said in a
statement.
“As the countdown begins
for the roll-out of the Goods
and Services Tax, GSTN —
the technology backbone of
the new regime — has
launched two dedicated call
centres to support taxpayers
as well as tax officials with
the enrolment process and
enable smooth functioning
of the portal,” a GSTN statement said.
Several ministries, the
latest being civil aviation and

EDUCATIONAL

road transport and highways, have set up GST facilitation cells to handle issues
related to the new indirect
tax system under their domains.
The economic advisors in
each ministry have been entrusted with helping industries in the switch-over
process.
The GSTN has partnered
with Tech Mahindra to run
the call centre.
The call centre for taxpayers has the capacity of 200
trained professionals and
there will be a dedicated
team of 40 persons to deal
with tax authorities’ queries.

Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Telecom minister Manoj
Sinha assured industry
chiefs, including Bharti Airtel chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal and Reliance Communications’ chairman Anil
Ambani, that the Centre
would take necessary steps
to keep the sector on the
growth path.
Mr. Sinha’s interaction
with telecom players on
Thursday comes ahead of a
crucial report by an interministerial group (IMG) assessing telcos’ financial
health and measures to alleviate the sector’s stress.

EDUCATIONAL

Manoj Sinha

“The report [of the interministerial group] will come
soon...corrective steps will
be taken by the Government
for ensuring orderly growth
in this sector in terms of ser-

vices to the common man,”
Mr. Sinha said.
The
inter-ministerial
panel has had several meetings with telcos and banks
on the financial health of the
industry and measures that
can be taken to ease the
situation.
Reliance Jio had in a
meeting with the IMG attributed the sector’s financial
woes to existing operators
which had run their businesses on debt and invested
in unrelated businesses. The
firm had also said the current imbroglio could be resolved if operators infused
more equity.

EDUCATIONAL

U.S.-based HTC Global Services, an IT and ITES services provider, said on
Thursday it had acquired
the U.S. and India operations of Ciber Inc., thus
doubling its revenue to
$600 million.
HTC
Global
CEO
Madhava Reddy said the
acquisition was made on
June 8, for $93 million
along with “some liabilities,” which he didn’t detail.
The acquisition added a
“hefty customer and employee base,” he said. It
would also help the firm in
its vision of crossing the $1
billion mark by 2020.

EDUCATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL
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A test of bench strength

‘Will never reveal
dressing-room details’

The Men in Blue will look to put to rest all controversies
Press Trust of India

I have high regard for Kumble as a player: Kohli

Port of Spain

Malinga under fire
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka fast bowler Lasith
Malinga faced an
investigation on Thursday
after he compared a
government minister to a
monkey following criticism
that the country’s cricketers
were too fat. Sports minister
Dayasiri Jayasekera said he
ordered an inquiry after
Malinga lambasted him for
questioning the endurance of
Sri Lankan players. AFP

Vijender-Zulpikar bout
in August first week
KOLKATA

The World Boxing
Organisation (WBO) has
sanctioned the proposed
‘King of Asia’ fight between
Asia Pacific Super
Middleweight title-holder
Vijender Singh and WBO
Oriental Super Middleweight
title-holder Chinese boxer
Zulpikar Maimaitiali.

TV PICKS
Badminton:
Australian
Open: STAR Sports 2 & 2 HD,
11.30 a.m.
West Indies vs India: 1st
ODI, TEN 3, Sony Six & Sony
Six HD, TEN 1 HD, 6.30 p.m.
England vs South Africa:
2nd T20, SS Select 1 & Select
1 HD, 9.30 p.m.

England
routs SA
Agence France-Presse
Southampton

England thrashed South
Africa by nine wickets in
the first T20I here on
Wednesday.
A.B. de Villiers (65 n.o)
and Farhaan Behardien (64
n.o.) took South Africa to
142 for three, but England
chased it down with more
than five overs to spare,
thanks to Alex Hales 47
(n.o.) and Jonny Bairstow
(60 n.o.).
The scores: South Africa 142
for three in 20 overs (de Villiers 65 n.o., Behardien 64 n.o.,
Mark Wood two for 36) lost to
England 143 for one in 14.3
overs (Hales 47 n.o., Bairstow
60 n.o.).

Captain Virat Kohli will look
to put to rest all the off-field
controversies regarding Anil
Kumble’s controversial exit
as India gears up for the first
One-Day
International
against a second string West
Indies here on Friday.
A cluster of big wins in the
five-match ODI series and
single T20 will help Kohli divert the unnecessary attention pinned on him with
many ready to make him the
‘fall guy’ in the entire
Kumble episode.
A 5-0 whitewash is something that is expected against
a side that has a cumulative
ODI experience of 213
matches between 13 players
with skipper Holder as the
most capped player with 58
matches to his name.
For India, this series is
also an ideal platform to test
the team’s bench strength.
With Jasprit Bumrah being
rested for the series, it will
be an ideal opportunity for
the captain to check out Mohammed Shami, who did not
get a game during the Champions Trophy.
The other option is to try
out young Rishabh Pant,
who has had the experience
of opening for Delhi in domestic cricket.
The other youngster in the
squad, chinaman Kuldeep
Yadav may also fancy his
chances against the West Indies.

Press Trust of India
Port of Spain

Fresh guard: Virat Kohli will be eager to make a positive statement in the limited-overs series
against the West Indies after the defeat in the Champions Trophy final recently. AP
*

The teams (from):
India: Virat Kohli (captain),
Shikhar Dhawan, Ajinkya Rahane, Yuvraj Singh, M.S. Dhoni
(wk), Hardik Pandya, Kedar
Jadhav, R. Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, Mohammed Shami, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Rishabh Pant, Dinesh
Karthik and Umesh Yadav.
West Indies: Jason Holder (captain), Jonathan Carter, Miguel
Cummins, Alzarri Joseph, Jason
Mohammed, Kieran Powell,
Kesrick Williams, Devendra
Bishoo, Roston Chase, Shai
Hope (wk), Evin Lewis, Ashley
Nurse and Rovman Powell.
Match starts at 6.30 p.m. IST

Tweet on Kumble deleted
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Virat Kohli has deleted his
year-old tweet welcoming
Anil Kumble’s
appointment as the
national cricket team
coach, further exposing
the bitterness that had
crept into their dynamic.
Kohli had tweeted on
June 23 last year, soon
after Kumble’s

appointment, greeting
him with an emoticon,
and expressing hopes of a
great future under his
guidance.
“Heartiest welcome to
@anilkumble1074 Sir.
Look forward to your
tenure with us. Great
things in store for Indian
Cricket with you ??” said
Kohli’s post — which he
has now deleted.

Opening up for the first
time,
Virat
Kohli
on
Thursday said he would
never reveal dressing-room
details, in an apparent reference to Anil Kumble’s statement that their partnership
had become “untenable”.
Kumble stepped down a
couple of days ago due to differences with the India captain. Kohli said he “respects”
Kumble’s decision to quit
and that he had highest regard for him as a player. “Obviously Anil bhai has expressed his views and has
taken a decision to step
down and we will respect
that.
“It’s something that has
happened right after the
Champions Trophy,” said
Kohli on the eve of the first
ODI against the West Indies.
While he said that Kumble
was entitled to his opinion,
Kohli spoke, in a roundabout
manner, about how dressing
room details were sacred to
him and could not be shared
with the public.
“One thing for sure is that
I have had 11 press conferences during the Champions
Trophy.
“We have created a culture over the last 3-4 years
that whatever happens in
the change room, we have
tried to maintain the sanc-

Kohli will come under intense scrutiny
The manner in which he forced Kumble out lacked finesse and timing

tity of the change room
throughout.” The skipper
said he and his players respected Kumble’s achievements as a player.
“I have total respect for
him as a cricketer and what
he has achieved for the nation... all the years that he
has played. There’s no taking away that aspect of him
at all. And we all respect him

BCCI, CoA trying to
get to the bottom of it
G. Viswanath

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
Chennai

Just as India and host West
Indies gear up for a fivematch ODI series, commencing at Trinidad’s Port of
Spain on Friday, Virat Kohli
steps in with the turbulence
of having played a hand in
the exit of head coach Anil
Kumble. It is not an ideal
situation for a young captain, but Kohli’s predicament is self-imposed.
The present backdrop is
different to the ones that
tailed him in his earlier visits
to the Caribbean, where the
focus was on Kohli, the Test
debutant in 2011, and Kohli,
the skipper and established
batsman in 2016.
In 2011, he had a belowpar series with scores of 4,
15, 0, 27 and 30, but when he
returned in 2016, the meta-

morphosis was remarkable.
He was, by a mile, the team’s
No. 1 batsman — he still is —
and had the additional honour of being the captain.
Kohli surely had a sense of
the occasion and in the first
Test at Antigua’s Sir Vivian
Richards
Stadium,
he
charmed the legend, after
whom the venue was
named, with his maiden
double hundred.

Talent and halo
India won the four-Test
series 2-0 and Kohli seemingly could do no wrong;
such was his talent, such was
his halo. It was also a series
in which he linked up with
Kumble, who was in his
maiden stint as head coach.
In less than a year, what
could have been an ideal
partnership between two

strong-willed men with a
common desire to carve out
victories for India has turned
unworkable.
To make it worse, Kohli’s
fervent denials about his
then alleged reservations
against Kumble, during the
recent
ICC
Champions
Trophy in England, showed
him in poor light.
“There are no issues
whatsoever,” he said before
the game against Pakistan at
Birmingham.
In a classic case of shooting the messenger, he made
caustic remarks about the
media: “A lot of people like
to find rumours before the
tournament. They are trying
to do their job and get their
livelihood.”
With Kumble’s explanatory note on Twitter puncturing holes in Kohli’s all-is-

well-in-the-dressing-room
stand in England, the accepted narrative is that the captain scuttled the coach’s
tenure.
In taking on Kumble and
sidestepping the Cricket Advisory Committee’s (Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly
and V.V.S. Laxman) recommendation that the head
coach be granted an extension, the India skipper has
ignored the collective wisdom of four gentlemen, with
their cumulative weight of
achievements in the international arena — 67495 runs
and 1291 wickets. Surely,
these are men who know
their cricket.
Kohli has also broken
ranks with what has been referred to as Indian cricket’s
‘golden generation’.
Every captain tries to

India’s revenue share increased to $405 million

forge an image of his team
and attempts to carve out an
identity for himself.
Kohli is no exception, but
the manner in which he
forced Kumble out is a move
that lacked finesse and timing, the hallmarks that are
associated with his batting.
Having marked his territory and made it obvious that
his is the last word both on
and off the field, Kohli, the
captain and batsman, will
come
under
intense
scrutiny.
His performance, and the
team’s, will be dissected and
whoever the new coach is,
he will have a lot to handle.
With sections of the BCCI
equally culpable in letting
the bad blood linger, Kohli,
and by extension Indian
cricket, are in for a testing
phase.

totally,” Kohli said.
He was asked about
Kumble’s approach while
coaching and he maintained
his stance.
“Like I said, for me what’s
most important is to maintain the sanctity of the dressing-room and what happens
in the change room is something that’s very sacred and
private to all of us.”

MUMBAI

The BCCI and the Supreme
Court-appointed Committee
of Administrators are seeking to investigate why the relationship between Virat
Kohli and Anil Kumble
broke down.
It’s unclear whether the
CoA has spoken to Kumble
on the matter.
But since it was chairman
Vinod Rai who had asked
the coach to propose a blueprint for the senior team’s
functioning as well as a
salary structure, it is being
speculated that the two
would have been in touch.
In fact, Rai was in Birmingham for the league
match against Pakistan.
Many BCCI members believe that acting-secretary
Amitabh Choudhary, CEO
Rahul Johri and GM (Cricket

Operations) M.V. Sridhar are
privy to the goings-on, from
their time in England; as
likely are Cricket Advisory
Committee members Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly
and V.V.S. Laxman.
In the circumstances, the
manager’s report of all the
series during Kumble’s time
could offer hints into the
captain-coach relationship.
Those in constant touch
with the developments said
BCCI acting-president C.K.
Khanna had asked Johri to
circulate copies of the manager’s report of the last 12
months to the CoA.
It was at the behest of the
CoA that Johri had asked
manager Kapil Malhotra to
file his Champions Trophy
report.
Khanna has denied having sent such a request to
Johri, though.

Federer makes quarters

Afghanistan and Ireland accorded Test status
Agencies
New Delhi

The BCCI will get $405 million as per the ICC revenuesharing model, which was
agreed upon during the
apex body’s annual conference
in
London
on
Thursday.
Originally, the ICC had
agreed to give $293 million
but, after hectic negotiations,
its
chairman

Shashank Manohar agreed
to increase it by $100 million. Finally, it was decided
that $112 million more will
be given to BCCI from the
previously agreed amount.
England will take home
$139 million, while Australia, Pakistan, West Indies,
New Zealand, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh will get $128 million each. Zimbabwe gets
$94 million.

The
revenue-sharing
model has been a bone of
contention for BCCI as the
world’s most influential
cricket board had demanded $570 million, which was
unacceptable to Manohar,
himself a two-time former
BCCI president.
More than 86% of the net
surplus amount of $ 1776
million is being given to Full
Members and the remaining

ICC MEETING
would shared between the
ICC’s Associate Members.
In another major development, Ireland and Afghanistan were awarded Test
status, and the move expands the number of Testplaying nations to 12.
Both countries were confirmed as full members after
an unanimous vote.

Other key decisions:
a) 2/3rd majority necessary
for a resolution to be approved; b) Affiliate membership removed, only full and associate membership remain;
All Affiliate members will now
become associate members;
c) Every Board member will
each have equal votes; d) Unanimous decision to expel
USACA following a Board recommendation in April.

Australia, Cameroon hopes hit after 1-1 draw

Aerial route: Florian Mayer, the defending champion, rallied from a set down to beat Lucas
Pouille in a second-round match at the Gerry Weber Open in Halle. AFP

Peralta inspires Mexico’s comeback win against New Zealand

Agencies

Agence France-Presse

Eight-time champion Roger
Federer
reached
the
quarterfinals of the Gerry
Weber Open grass-court
tournament for the 15th time
on Thursday with a 7-6(4),
6-4 win over serve-and-volleyer Mischa Zverev.
Federer next faces 2016
Halle champion Florian
Mayer for a place in the
semifinals. The 134th-ranked
German made the quarters
by seeing off sixth seed Lucas Pouille 6-7(6), 6-4, 6-3.
At the Mallorca Open, Victoria Azarenka’s comeback
ended in a second-round defeat on Thursday, with the
two-time Grand Slam champion losing 6-1, 6-3 to Ana
Konjuh.
The 27-year-old, playing
her first event in over a year
after taking time out to give
birth to her first child, went
down in 75 minutes to her
19-year-old opponent.

ST. PETERSBURG

Australia fought back to
draw 1-1 with Cameroon in
the Confederations Cup on
Thursday, a result that further dents both countries
hopes of progressing.
Andre Franck Zambo Anguissa put Cameroon ahead
with the last touch of the first
half, but a Mark Milligan penalty on the hour mark ensured a first point for both in
Group B.
The chances of both the
African and Asian champion
finishing in the top two and
progressing to the semifinals
look slim.
Australia plays Chile in
Moscow on Sunday and
Cameroon faces Germany at
the same time in Sochi.
On Wednesday, Mexico
needed second-half goals by
Benfica’s Jimenez and Peralta to grab victory over New
CM
YK

CONFED CUP
Zealand in a bad-tempered
match at Sochi.
Juan Carlos Osorio’s side
now just need a draw
against Russia in Kazan on
Saturday to be sure of
reaching the semifinals.
The Kiwis’ superb firsthalf display and Chris
Wood’s shock goal rattled
Mexico and a tense match
boiled over with a mass
brawl in the dying stages.
The match turned when
Porto midfielder Hector
Herrera came on for the
second half and Mexico’s attacks started to flow.
The results:
Group B: Cameroon 1 (Zambo
Anguissa 45+1) drew with Australia 1 (Milligan 60-pen);
Group A: Mexico 2 (Jimenez
54, Peralta 72) bt New Zealand
1 (Wood 42).

*

HALLE

Coach apologises for outburst
Agence France-Presse
Sochi

Mexico’s coach Juan Carlos
Osorio has apologised for
losing his temper during a
bust-up with the New Zealand bench on Wednesday.
Osorio, 56, got into a
heated argument with one
of New Zealand’s assistant
coaches after Mexico’s Carlos Salcedo went down with
a shoulder injury in the
first-half.
Replays showed the defender slipped after a tussle
with All Whites captain
Chris Wood and the video
assistant referee did not intervene. Mexico’s Colombian coach Osorio later had
to be restrained by his own
bench when a mass brawl

Not rugby: The Kiwis were physical right through.

broke out in the dying
stages.
“I would like to apologise
to our fans, the way I spoke
to one of their assistant
coaches was not okay.
“There is no place for dis-

*

AP

respect in football and I am
sorry. The scene where
Salcedo went down, I was
shouting for them to stop
the game, but there was no
reaction (from the New Zealand bench).

Jordan Thompson was
unable to build on his stunning Queen’s Club victory
over Andy Murray, and was
beaten by Sam Querrey in
the second round at the Aegon Championships in London on Thursday.
Thompson, ranked No.
90, was the talk of the tennis
world after his victory over
Murray.
But the 23-year-old Australian’s bid to reach only his
second Tour-level quarterfinal was brought to an end by
Querrey’s 7-6(3), 3-6, 6-3 win
at the Wimbledon warm-up
event.
Also bowing out immediately after a big upset was
the World No. 698 Thanasi
Kokkinakis, who lost 6-2, 6-2
to Daniil Medvedev a day
after stunning Milos Raonic.
The results (all second round):
At London: Aegon Championships: Daniil Medvedev bt
Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2, 6-2;

Feliciano Lopez bt Jeremy
Chardy 6-1, 7-6(4). Marin Cilic
bt Stefan Kozlov 6-0, 6-4; Sam
Querrey bt Jordan Thompson
7-6(3), 3-6, 6-3.
At Halle: Gerry Weber Open:
Roger Federer bt Mischa Zverev
7-6(4), 6-4; Karen Khachanov
bt Kei Nishikori 3-2 retd.;
Florian Mayer bt Lucas Pouille
6-7(6), 6-4, 6-3; Andrey
Rublev bt Mikhail Youzhny 6-0,
3-6, 6-3. Doubles: Ivan Dodig &
Rohan Bopanna bt Henri
Kontinen & John Peers 7-6(2),
4-6, [10-2].
At Birmingham: Aegon Classic:
Kristina Mladenovic bt Shuai
Zhang 6-4, 7-6(3); Camila
Giorgi bt Elina Svitolina 6-4,
4-6, 6-2; Garbine Muguruza bt
Alison Riske 6-1, 6-4.
At Mallorca: Mallorca Open:
Ana Konjuh bt Victoria Azarenka 6-1, 6-3; Anastasija
Sevastova
bt
Varvara
Lepchenko 6-7(2), 6-1, 6-3;
Roberta Vinci bt Kirsten Flipkens 6-4, 5-7, 6-2. Sabine Lisicki bt Shelby Rogers 6-3, 6-4.
A ND-ND

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

16 SPORT

NOIDA/DELHI

THE HINDU

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2017

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Srikanth has the measure of Son again

IN BRIEF

Sets up quarterfinal clash with Sai Praneeth; Saina and Sindhu also make the last eight
Agencies

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

SYDNEY

K. Srikanth and B. Sai Praneeth eked out thrilling victories in the men’s singles
second round to set up an
all-Indian quarterfinal clash
at the $750,000 Australian
Superseries
here
on
Thursday.
Srikanth, who had edged
out Son Wan Ho in the semifinals of Indonesia Open last
week, again had an upper
hand against the World No. 1
Korean, beating him 15-21, 2113, 21-13 in a 57-minute clash.
In another match, Sai Praneeth staved off a challenge
from China’s Huang Yuxiang
before winning 21-15, 18-21,
21-13 in a match that lasted
64 minutes.
Interestingly, Srikanth and
Praneeth had clashed in the
final of Singapore Open in
April with the latter emerging victorious.
On a profitable day for India, fifth seed P.V. Sindhu
and Saina Nehwal advanced

Sauber chief quits over
treatment of drivers
PARIS

Sauber chief Monisha
Kaltenborn has quit the
Formula One outfit, her team
announced, after reports of a
major fallout over the
treatment of drivers Marcus
Ericsson and Pascal Wehrlein.
India-born Kaltenborn, 46,
had been the chief executive
of the mid-grid team since
2010. AFP

Oscar gets eight-game
ban over brawl
SHANGHAI

Brazilian Oscar was banned
for eight games on Thursday
for triggering a mass brawl in
the Chinese Super League
between his Shanghai SIPG
side and its opponent
Guangzhou R&F last Sunday.
The Chinese Football
Association issued bans to
four players, including Oscar,
and fined him 40,000 yuan
($6,000). AFP

Stunning win: K. Srikanth bounced back to knock out the top seed and World No. 1 Son Wan Ho
of Korea in the second round on Thursday. CAMERON SPENCER/GETTY IMAGES
*

to the last eight in the women’s singles.
Olympic silver medallist
Sindhu posted a 21-13, 21-18

Devendro in semis
New Delhi

Ronchi retires, says he
wants to focus on family

Commonwealth Games silver-medallist L. Devendro
Singh (52kg) assured himself
of his first international
medal of the year by advancing to the semifinals of the
Ulaanbaatar Cup boxing
tournament on Thursday.
Devendro, who changed
to flyweight category late
last year, defeated Russia’s
Dimitrii Yusupov to make
the last-four stage.
Among other Indians, it
was curtains for King’s Cup
bronze-medallist Rohit Tokas (64kg), who lost to Chinzorig
Baatarsukh
of
Mongolia.
On Friday, five-time
world champion M.C. Mary
Kom (51kg), who got a bye
into the quarterfinals, will

WELLINGTON

New Zealand wicketkeeperbatsman Luke Ronchi
announced his retirement
from international cricket,
saying he now wants to focus
on his family. The 36-year-old
said he felt privileged to have
represented the national side
at a time in which it was
competitive in all three
formats of the game.
He appeared in a total of four
ODIs and three T20
Internationals for Australia
between 2008 and 2009
before switching to his native
New Zealand in 2013, where
he played four Tests, 85 ODIs
and 32 T20Is for the Black
Caps. ANI

open her campaign against
the winner of the bout
between Russia’s Anna Aedma and Korea’s Chol Mi
Bang.
In the men’s draw, Mohamed Hussamuddin (56kg)
will face China’s Ma Xin
Ming, while K. Shyam Kumar (49kg) will meet Enkhmandakh Kharkhuu of Mongolia in the last-eight stage.
Ankush Dahiya (64kg)
will be squaring off against
Dulgunn while Duryodhan
Singh (69kg) meets ByambaErdene Otgonbaatar, both of
Mongolia.
In the women’s section,
Priyanka Chaudhary (60kg)
will fight it out against Russian Aleksandra Ordina.
Kalawanti (75kg) will also be
up against another Russian
in Liubov Iusupova.

Karmakar targets CWG 2018
The gymnast is now in recovery after ACL surgery
Niharika Raina
NEW DELHI

Olympic gymnast Dipa Karmakar, who is now recovering from an ACL surgery on
her right knee, says she is
optimistic of resuming her
training after six months.
Speaking at the launch of
the Tata Global Beverages’
Jaago Re-2 campaign for
“preactivism” on Thursday,
Karmakar said: “I had surgery (on April 2), and I will
resume training after six
months. My current target is
to participate in the 2018
Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast (Australia).”
When asked about the
general awareness about
gymnastics in India since
her performance at the Rio
Olympics where she finished
fourth, missing out on
bronze by a mere 0.15
points, Karmakar said:
“Wherever I go, I see kids as

On the mend: Dipa Karmakar says she hopes to resume training
in six months. FILE PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY
*

young as five or six going for
gymnastics training. They
say they want be like me. In
the upcoming years, I am
sure more and more people
will
take
this
sport
seriously.”
The Jaago Re-2 campaign
will focus on two issues: wo-

Agrees to diktat on appearing for trials
Stan Rayan
Kochi

wini Ponnappa and N. Sikki
Reddy fought well before suffering a 18-21, 21-18, 21-13 loss
to seventh-seeded Japanese
pair of Shiho Tanaka and Koharu Yonemoto.
The men’s pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty suffered a 21-16, 21-18
loss
to
eighth-seeded
Chinese Taipei’s Chen Hung
Ling and Wang Chi-Lin.

BOXING

Press Trust of India

Thingalaya keen on
trials in Bhubaneswar

men’s safety and sports encouragement.
Karmakar and social activist Ranjana Kumari will be
the torch-bearers of this
campaign to create awareness and to inspire people to
apply the agendas of this
campaign.

victory over China’s Chen
Xiaoxin in 46 minutes, while
defending champion Saina
dropped a game before get-

ting past Malaysia’s Soniia
Cheah 21-15, 20-22, 21-14 in a
tussle that lasted 62 minutes.
In women’s doubles, Ash-

The results (second round):
Men: K. Srikanth bt Son Wan Ho
(Kor) 15-21, 21-13, 21-13; Sai Praneeth bt Huang Yuxiang (Chn)
21-15, 18-21, 21-13. Doubles:
Chen Hung Ling & Wang Chi-Lin
(Tpe) bt Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
& Chirag Shetty 21-16, 21-18.
Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Chen
Xiaoxin (Chn) 21-13, 21-18; Saina
Nehwal bt Soniia Cheah (Mas)
21-15, 20-22, 21-14. Doubles:
Shiho Tanaka & Koharu
Yonemoto (Jpn) bt Ashwini
Ponnappa & N. Sikki Reddy 1821, 21-18, 21-13.

Mumbai’s Siddhanth Thingalaya, the 110m hurdles National record holder who is
training in California, is keen
to have his trials in
Bhubaneswar, the venue for
Asian Championships, on
July 3. The Athletics Federation of India had made it
clear on Wednesday that athletes training abroad should
appear for trials in Patiala on
June 25 and 26 if they want
to compete in the Asians
which begin on July 6.
But before that, on June
16, the chief national coach
Bahadur Singh had written
to Thingalaya and Asian discus throw champion Vikas
Gowda, that they should give
a ‘confirmatory trial’ either
in NIS Patiala or in
Bhubaneswar as they had
not taken part in any National meets this year.
No date was given for the
trials but the chief coach had

SNOOKER
Long legal battle has
affected carrom players Pushpender and
Faisal keep winning
Kamesh Srinivasan
NEW DELHI

The prolonged legal battle
has left Indian carrom in
limbo for more than a year
and a half.
Except for competing in
the World championship in
Birmingham and another international event in the Maldives, the National Carrom
Federation had been inactive, which has affected thousands of players across the
country.
The case as such is very
simple. The Union Sports
Ministry
unilaterally,
without giving any chance
for explanation, had derecognised the National Carrom Federation, after declaring its election invalid,
with a letter dated February
4, 2016, alleging that it had
not followed the sports code
in holding its election on
November 29, 2015. It was
clearly mentioned that the
order was being issued with
the approval of the Union
Sports Minister. However, in
a subsequent affidavit the
government said that it was
a dispute between two factions. Quite interestingly,
the court had ordered the
petitioner, the secretary of
the Indian Carrom Federation (ICF), V.D. Narayan, to
meet an officer of the government and directed the
govt. to study the subject
and present a report before
the court on May 18, 2016.
Even though the report
was made as directed within
the time frame, it has not
been presented to the court
for more than a year! In the
report made by a Director of
the Sports Ministry after the
questioning of the petitioner and the deliberations
with the officer who had issued the letter to the Carrom Federation, seeking
fresh elections for the federation, in a place “other than
Guwahati’’, the government

order was found to be
wrong.
“The grounds stated in
the Department of Sports
letter dated 4.2.2016 for
considering the All India
Carrom Federation’s elections held on 29.11.2015 at
Guwahati as not being held
in a fair and transparent
manner seem to be untenable and incorrect,” the report
had
categorically
stated. This was produced
before the court by the secretary of the carrom federation, after he was allowed to
examine the file by the
court itself, when the report
was not being presented in
court despite repeated orders, but it has not taken
cognisance of the crucial
point that neutralises the
case. Thus, the conclusion
of the report made as per
the direction of the court itself that, “the grounds for issue of letter of Department
of Sports dated 4.2.2016 are
not found to be correct,
based on documents submitted by Vivek Dheesh
Narayan in the present hearing,” has been lost in the voluminous files that are
presented in the court.
Meanwhile, the International Carrom Federation
had stated that it had no
qualms about recognising
the new elected body, and
had rejected any attempts
by other agencies to deal
with it directly especially for
ensuring the Indian entries
for the World championship. In such a scenario, it
will be interesting to see
how the International Federation responds to the
latest court order that has
appointed an ad-hoc committee, with a government
official as chairman, two
former players, the petitioner and a member from
the deemed other faction,
who has not challenged the
election result.

Siddhanth Thingalaya with his
coach Gary Cablayan.

mentioned that athletes
should confirm their arrival
plans in India before June 18.
“I’ve
opted
for
Bhubaneswar and since I
will be reaching Mumbai on
June 30, I had replied (on
June 16) that I prefer to have
it any time after June 30 but
preferably on July 3,” Thingalaya told The Hindu from
California.

Mangaonkar
sails into
quarterfinals
Sports Bureau

Sports Bureau
Kolkata

Faisal Khan and Pushpender Singh won two
matches apiece as Alpha
Cueists defeated Black Panthers 4-3 to record its third
win in fifth tie in the Bengal
Snooker League at the Saturday
Club
here
on
Thursday.
Faisal won a 15-red
singles and a doubles
match, while Pushpender
emerged victor in 15-red
singles and six-red doubles.
The results: Shooting Stars bt
City Knights 5-2 (15R: Malkeet
Singh lost to Himanshu Jain
24-82, Laxman Rawat bt
Manan Chandra 65-34, Ankit
Kariwala lost to Rajesh Tulsian
54-57; doubles: Laxman Rawat
& Ankit Kariwala bt Manan
Chandra & Rajesh Tulsian 52-2,
Laxman Rawat & Malkeet Singh
bt Manan Chandra & Himanshu
Jain 80-1; 6R: Gautam Khanwani bt Neeraj Sharma 55-8;
doubles: Malkeet Singh & Sunil
Saraogi bt Himanshu Jain &
Ravi Goenka 45-19).

Alpha Cueists bt Black Panthers 4-3 (15R: Pushpender
Singh bt Rafath Habib 63-40,
Faisal Khan bt Siddharth Parikh
78-45, Vikrant Gupta lost to
Abdul Miraz 51-79; doubles:
Faisal Khan & Akram Khan bt
Rafath Habib & Abdul Miraz
65-20, Faisal Khan & Pushpender Singh lost to Rafath
Habib & Siddharth Parikh 5666; 6R: Akram Khan lost to Rohit Malhotra 0-31; doubles:
Pushpender Singh & Wangchuk
Bhutia bt Siddharth Parikh &
Gerard 58-0).
Green Warrior bt Pappu
Penguin 6-1 (15R: Nitesh
Madaan bt Dharminder Lilly
75-28, Sundeep Gulati lost to
Digvijay Kadian 47-59, Rahul
Berlia bt Shoaib Khan 81-35;
doubles: Sundeep Gulati &
Aamer Hussain bt Dharminder
Lilly & Shoaib Khan 64-24;
doubles: Rahul Berlia & Pradyumna bt Manas Swaika &
Siddharth Casyab 53-48; 6R:
Pradyumna
Mimani
bt
Siddharth
Casyab
30-21;
doubles: Nitesh Madaan &
Vishal Sahay bt Digvijay Kadian
& Dhruv Agarwal 43-6).

BASKETBALL

Valuable match
practice for India
SPORTS BUREAU
Guangzhou

The Indian basketball team
fell to higher-rated teams
and finished its BRICS
Games campaign with three
losses,
here.
Russia
emerged the champion,
while
China
finished
runner-up.
After a heavy 97-57 loss to
host China in its opening fixture, India was handed a 5888 defeat by Russia. In its
third and final outing, India

put up an improved show
but lost 75-88 to South
Africa. The National team,
however, gained valuable
match practice, ahead of the
upcoming FIBA Asia Cup.
The results: Russia 88 (Ivlev
Vladimir 17, Zakharov Denis 14)
bt India 58 (Amjyot Singh Gill
20,
Rikin
Pethani
13,
Jeevanantham Pandi 12).
South Africa 88 (Fumani
Marhanele 21, Thabo Sithole
18) bt India 75 (Amjyot Singh
Gill 32, Rikin Pethani 18).

Auckland

India’s
Mahesh
Mangaonkar scored a 11-5,
11-6, 11-6 win over Malaysian qualifier Valantino
Bong
to
reach
the
quarterfinals of the Squash
XL Open, a PSA World tour
event, here.
Playing his third tournament in New Zealand,
sixth-seeded Mangaonkar
needed just 26 minutes to
complete the victory.

Indian
shooters
for Junior
Worlds
Sports Bureau
SUHL (Germany)

India will field a 31-member contingent, the biggest
among the 65 nations,
scheduled to compete in
the Junior World Championship to beheld in Suhl,
Germany, from Friday.
Russia (26), China (24),
Germany (22), Czech Republic (21), Poland (19),
France (17), Hungary (16)
and Ukraine (15) will be
some of the other leading
countries, in terms of
numbers.
There will be 543 shooters in all from 65 countries,
having 978 starts in the
various pistol and rifle
events, in the competition
spread over five days.
It will be equipment,
pre-event training and
opening ceremony on Friday. The opening day’s
competition on Saturday
will have the 50-metre rifle
prone for men and women, apart from 25-metre
standard pistol for the
men.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12041
1

2

3

4

5

9

6

7

8

12 Keenness noticed in 31 (4)
13 Not starting choice on ace's
extremely ready list used in
divine service (10)

10
11

12

(set by Gridman)

15 Girl and boy go through
university publication (6)

13

FAITH

SUDOKU

Pure mind

2 Put to work unruly gang in the
middle of Beed (6)
3 Actors discarded (4)
4 Reportedly witnessed fight (5)
6 Not in party beat? (5)
7 Doomed to be sickly? (3-5)

14
15
18

16

17 French article in toilet is
spotless (5)

17

20 Once more a profit (5)

19

20

21 This book comes in handy
when needed (6)

21
22

24

25

26

23

27

24 Dump income picked from
collection (10)

28
29

27 Title of respect for
Bangladesh's top cartoonist
(4)

30

31

29 Fellow, adopting odd angle,
reaches projection (6)

32

■ ACROSS
1 Do children stretch themselves
to use this kind of notebook?
(8)
5 Funnies of the universe society
pushed to the extreme (6)
9 One regrets revision of official
record (8)
10 Senior entertains story that's
not so fresh (6)
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8 Going off course, runs into the
remaining (8)
11 Hot wrap worn finally (6)
14 Article's working not known
(4)
16 Such a thing is not created (6)
17 Tea and a piece of pizza for
fellow (4)
18 Alert with over-wound timer?
(8)
19 Kisan — fellow with two
measures (8)

30 Defective hearing, in a manner
of speaking (8)

22 Better place? (6)

31 Two sides go over advantage
in accounts book (6)

23 Eskimo's shoe gets dirt
fortune, reportedly (6)

32 Unknown listener to reserve
15 (8)
■ DOWN
1 Hesitation about neararrangement for one who gets
paid (6)

25 Dog throws away a bit of beef
for bird (5)
26 Select group coming up stops
short and takes a turn —
that's useful (5)
28 Southern sailor to play the
lead (4)

Solution to puzzle 12040
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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We need to serve God and most people know this. But this
service is possible only if a man’s mind is pure. The Lord will
take up residence only in a mind that is free of impure
thoughts, said M.A. Manickavelu, in a discourse.
There are many examples of saints, who attained the Supreme One, because their minds were free of mundane
thoughts. Saint Gnanasambandar was blessed, for his hunger was assuaged by none other than Goddess Parvati Herself. His mind had room only for Lord Siva, worldly pleasures having no place in his mind. It was because of his
purity of thought that Gnanasambandar was able to perform
miracles.
In Mylapore, there lived a devotee of Siva, called
Sivanesa, whose daughter was named Poompavai. One day
Poompavai died of snake bite. Sivanesa cremated his daughter, and put the bones in a pot, which he kept in his house.
When Gnanasambandar visited Mylapore, he asked
Sivanesa to bring out the pot to him, and he sang verses,
which resulted in the girl coming back to life.
Later, upon the insistence of his father, Gnanasambandar
agreed to marry. The marriage was solemnised in Nallur Perumanam, where the bride’s father resided. After the wedding rituals concluded, Gnanasambandar led those who had
come for the wedding into the temple. He sang the praises
of Lord Siva, and a glow appeared in the temple. Gnanasambandar urged those who were with him to enter the glow.
He and his new bride, together with his father Sivapada Hridayar, his father-in-law and other devotees like
Tiruneelakanta Yazhpana Nayanar, merged into the glow.
Thevaram verses are like powerful mantras. That is why,
through his verses, Gnanasambandar resurrected a dead
girl, attained mukti and ensured the boon of mukti for others too.
A ND-ND
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Misfiring India pays the price

Prajnesh in
last eight

Sathiyan reigns supreme

Malaysia prevails 3-2, qualifies for next year’s World Cup

Sports Bureau

Sutirtha Mukherjee overcomes Sreeja Akula for title

Fergana (Uzbekistan)

Prajnesh Gunneswaran got
past Yaraslav Shyla in the
$75,000 Challenger second
round on Thursday, with
the latter retiring while
trailing 6-4, 3-1.

HWL SEMIFINAL
Press Trust of India
LONDON

Fancied India crashed out of
the Hockey World League
Semifinal after suffering a
shocking 3-2 defeat at the
hands of Malaysia in a
quarterfinal match here on
Thursday.
By virtue of this win,
Malaysia has qualified for
next year’s World Cup to be
held in India.
It was a hard-fought encounter, as both teams
played with great intensity,
and the Indians only had
themselves to blame as a below-par opening 20 minutes
and some sloppy defending
ruined their hopes.
India conceded as many
as seven penalty corners,
three of which were converted by Malaysia through Razie Rahim (19th, 48th
minute) and Tengku Tajuddin (20th). India’s goals
came from the stick of

Short-lived joy: Ramandeep Singh is ecstatic after slotting his second goal that helped India draw
level in the quarterfinal against Malaysia on Thursday. However, the latter had the last laugh,
winning 3-2 . AP
*

Ramandeep Singh (24th and
26th minutes).
For India, it is its second
defeat against Malaysia in
little less than two months.
Roelant Oltmans’ men

had lost 1-0 in the Azlan
Shah Cup last month.
Malaysia will face Olympic
champion and World No.1
Argentina in Saturday’s semifinal.

Earlier, Argentina defeated Pakistan 3-1 in their
quarterfinal match.
Other results: Argentina 3 bt
Pakistan 1; The Netherlands 7 bt
China 0.

PSB shoots out Air India
Easy for Punjab; Railways and Chandigarh register wins
D’Souza, who took the game
into penalties. But the
youngsters faltered.
In another quarterfinal,
Punjab registered an easy
4-0 win over Uttar Pradesh.

Uthra Ganesan
LUCKNOW

In the clash of two of the
most organised institutional
teams on the domestic circuit, Punjab & Sind Bank
managed to knock out a starstudded Air India 3-2 in the
penalty shootout and enter
the semifinals of the men’s
National hockey championship ‘A’ division on Thursday.
With the teams tied 1-1 at
the end of regulation time,
PSB came back after missing
the first two shots to find the
target thrice while Air India
paid the price for waywardness.
A move from the left put
Air India’s Mohd. Umar in
position to slot the ball in the
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Quick reflex: Air India goalkeeper Adrian D’Souza saves a goal
in the quarterfinal against Punjab & Sind Bank.

24th minute but the lead was
cancelled when Gaganpreet
Singh’s weak push five
minutes later bounced off
goalkeeper Adrian D’Souza’s
pads into the net. The
second half saw Air India piling on the pressure,

Shivendra and Halappa constantly finding their way into
the PSB circle, but could not
get the final touch. In contrast PSB, relying more on
counters, came close to scoring in the fourth quarter but
was thwarted by Ajmer and

The results (quarterfinals):
RSPB 3 (Affan Yousuf, Yuvraj
Walmiki, Sheshe Gowda) bt
CAG 1 (Gurpratap Singh);
Chandigarh 4 (Damandeep
Singh 2, Damanjit Singh 2) bt
Mumbai 3 (Mayur Patil, Amit
Goswami, Vikram Yadav).
PSB 1 (Gaganpreet Singh) bt
Air India 1 (Mohd. Umar) (3-2 in
shootout); Punjab 4 (Baljinder
Singh,
Amanpreet
Singh,
Dharamvir Singh, Gurjant
Singh) bt Uttar Pradesh 0.
Semifinal line-up: RSPB vs
Chandigarh, Punjab vs PSB.

The results: $75,000 Challenger, Fergana, Uzbekistan:
Second round: Prajnesh Gunneswaran bt Yaraslav Shyla
(Blr) 6-4, 3-1 retired; Edan
Leshem (Isr) bt Vishnu Vardhan 1-6, 6-4, 6-4. Doubles
semifinals: Sriram Balaji &
Vishnu Vardhan w/o Vladyslav
Manafov & Yaraslav Shyla
(Blr). $25,000 ITF women:
Second round: Valeriya Strakhova (Ukr) bt Natasha Palha
6-1, 6-0; Nigina Abduraimova
(Uzb) bt Dhruthi Venugopal
6-3, 6-3. Doubles quarterfinals: Dhruthi Venugopal &
Karman Kaur Thandi bt Varvara Kuznetsova & Diana
Shevchenko (Rus) 6-1, 6-0.
€43,000 Challenger, Blois,
France: Quarterfinals: Sander
Arends (Ned) & Hsien-Yin
Peng (Tpe) bt Alexey Vatutin
(Rus)
&
Ramkumar
Ramanathan 7-6(4), 6-3.
$15,000 Futures, Hong Kong:
Quarterfinals: Yuki Mochizuki
(Jpn) bt Karunuday Singh 3-6,
6-1, 6-0. Doubles: Francis Casey Alcantara (Phi) & Karunuday Singh bt Yutaro Matsuzaki & Masato Shiga (Jpn) 6-2,
6-2.
$15,000
Futures,
Colombo:
Quarterfinals:
Sumit Nagal bt Davide Galoppini (Ita) 6-3, 6-2; Carlos
Boluda-Purkiss (Esp) bt Prajwal Dev 2-6, 7-5, 2-1 retired.
Doubles semifinals: Nicholas
Bybell (USA) & Giovani
Samaha (Lib) bt Chandril Sood
& Lakshit Sood 5-7, 6-4,
[10-7]. $15,000 Futures, Hua
Hin: Quarterfinals: Sidharth
Rawat bt Ryota Tanuma (Jpn)
5-7, 6-3, 6-2.
$15,000 Futures, Harare:
Second round: Aryan Goveas
bt William Bushamuka (USA)
6-2, 2-6, 6-2; Jonathan Kanar
(Fra) bt Jayesh Pungliya 6-1,
6-0; Matias Franco Descotte
(Arg) bt Dhruv Sunish 6-3,
6-1. Doubles quarterfinals:
Thomas Setodji (Fra) & Cesar
Testoni (Reu) bt Goveas &
Jayesh Pungliya 6-4, 4-6,
[13-11].

Amol Karhadkar
INDORE

G. Sathiyan lived up to his
top billing by dismissing unheralded Arjun Ghosh in the
men’s final while second
seed Sutirtha Mukherjee
brought giant-slayer Sreeja
Akula’s run to an end to
pocket the women’s title at
the 11Even Sports Nationalranking (Central Zone) table
tennis championships on
Thursday.
Sathiyan hardly broke a
sweat in seeing off surprise
package Ghosh. The top
seed executed the gameplan chalked out by his
coach S. Raman to precision
as he blunted Ghosh’s
strong, heavy forehand.
It resulted in Sathiyan
achieving the ideal build-up
ahead of Indian team’s departure for the Australian
Open next week.
Minutes earlier, in the women’s final, second seed
Mukherjee had resisted
Sreeja’s spectacular surge
through the draw.
Having accounted for
fourth and fifth seeds,
Manika Batra and Mousumi
Paul, on Wednesday, the
teenager had steamrolled
top seed Madhurika Patkar
in the morning session.
However, Sreeja ran out of
ideas against Sutirtha, who
was tactically and technically sounder.

Bhanja, Selena triumph
The youth boys’ and girls’ finals saw third seeds overcoming top seeds to be
crowned champions.
Tamil Nadu’s S. Selenadeepthi edged Archana
Kamath in what turned out
to be the closest match of
the day. Ronit Bhanja
shocked favourite Manav
Thakkar in the most spectacular final, which saw long,
flowing rallies all through
the six games.
The results: Men: Final: G.
Sathiyan (PSPB) bt Arjun Ghosh
(WB) 11-5, 11-6, 11-6, 11-2;
Semifinals:
Sathiyan
bt

G. Sathiyan.
Harmeet Desai (PSPB) 11-5, 611, 13-11, 4-11, 11-8, 11-6; Arjun
bt Raj Mondal (WB) 11-6, 11-8,
9-11, 11-7, 11-9.
Women:
Final:
Sutirtha
Mukherjee (WB) bt Sreeja Akula
(Tel) 11-4, 5-11, 11-6, 11-4, 1210); Semifinals: Sreeja bt
Madhurika Patkar (PSPB) 11-2,
9-11, 11-8, 11-5, 1-11, 9-11, 11-9;
Sutirtha bt Takeme Sarkar (WB)
8-11, 9-11, 11-4, 11-8, 12-14,
11-6, 11-3.
Youth boys: Final: Ronit Bhanja
(WB) bt Manav Thakkar (PSPB)

Sutirtha Mukherjee.
11-4, 7-11, 13-11, 11-4, 12-14, 1412; Semifinals: Manav bt
Ravindra Kotiyan (RSPB) 11-6,
10-12, 11-4, 5-11, 8-11, 11-4,
11-8; Ronit bt Sanish Ambekar
(Mah) 11-8, 11-9, 11-9, 13-11.
Youth girls: Final: S. Selenadeepthi (TN) bt Archana
Kamath (PSPB) 11-9, 6-11, 11-9,
11-9, 6-11, 9-11, 11-4; Semifinals: Archana bt Priyadarshini
Das 11-8, 11-6, 11-5, 11-8;
Selenadeepthi bt Moumita
Dutta (WB) 11-4,8-11, 10-12, 1012, 11-6, 11-8, 11-6.

Different brands
make it tough
Amol Karhadkar
INDORE

With the younger lot
pushing the top paddlers
in the men’s and
women’s events, quite a
few juniors managed to
excel in the senior
category too of the
11Even Sports Nationalranking (Central Zone)
championship. The
youngsters had to tackle
not only their seasoned
opponents, but also to
the different types of
balls for juniors and
seniors.
Due to lack of
availability of the
preferred DHS balls, the
brand that is used for
most competitions
worldwide, the TTFI was
forced to use the
Nittakoo balls for seniors
and Stag for the other

four categories.
With the seam
differing extensively, it
had a big impact on the
players’ performance.
While Manav Thakkar,
the top-seed in junior
and youth boys, coped
well — he made it to the
men’s quarterfinals too —
others like Sreeja Akula
couldn’t. The latter
stormed into the final of
the women’s section, but
fell in the second round
of youth girls, her main
event.
“Since the DHS balls
didn’t arrive in time, we
had no option but to
switch to Nittakoo. Since
Nittakoo’s stock was also
limited, we had to use
Stag for the age-group
categories,” said N.
Ganeshan, competitionmanager.
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Facebook offers new
privacy tools in India
Better security for profile photos now
Yuthika Bhargava
New Delhi

Facebook has started rolling
out two new features in India, its second-largest market, that will help prevent
copying or downloading
users’ profile pictures from
the social networking site.
The India-first product
seeks to prevent misuse of
photos as well as address
the risks related to identity
theft.
“In our research with
people and safety organisations in India, we heard that
there is a discomfort, particularly for women, in putting
a picture of your face as a
profile
photo
because
they’re concerned about
what may happen to their
photos,” Aarati Soman,
product manager at Facebook told The Hindu.
She added that the two
new features — profile picture guard and profile picture design — will give
people in India more control over who can download
and share their profile
photo. The profile picture
guard, when applied, will
display a blue border and
shield around the profile
picture.
People will not be able to
“download and share the
profile picture. They won’t
be able to send it as a message. They won’t be able to
share it on an external platform. They won’t be able to
right click or long press…
we take away those functionalities,” Ms. Soman explained.
With the new feature, a
person will not be able to
take a screen shot of the
profile picture. This feature

Portugal shares 400-year-old archival material with India
Prakash Kamat
Panaji

Under a new agreement to
promote cooperation in the
field of archiving, Portugal
has handed over a collection
of documents known as

‘Moncoes do Reino’ (Monsoon correspondence) to
India.
The National Archives of
India has received the digital
copies of 62 volumes. .
The volumes were origin-

ally part of 456 volumes that
cover the period from 1568
to 1914 and form the largest
of all record collections in
the Goa State Archives.
The collection consists of
direct correspondence from

Lisbon to Goa and documents trade rivalries with
the Arabs and European
powers and their relations
with neighbouring kings in
South Asia and East Asia.
In 1777, these 62 volumes,

consisting of over 12,000
documents (pertaining to the
period from 1605 to 1651)
were shifted from Goa to Lisbon. In Portugal, the documents were printed under
the title Documentos Re-

metidos da India (Documents
sent from India) by the
Academy of Science at Lisbon between 1880 and 1893.
The original volumes have
remained in Lisbon ever
since.

Profile photos can be
protected with a design
overlay. FACEBOOK
*

is currently available in the
latest version of the application on Android devices.
“In this way, we are hoping to give people a lot more
control over their profile
photo so that they feel comfortable uploading a photo
of themselves or whatever
picture they want so that
they go on to make friendships on Facebook and the
type of meaningful communities that they desire,”
Ms. Soman explained.
She pointed out that
while profile picture guard
takes away all the obvious
ways to copy a picture
“there are other ways of
copying a photo, for instance, someone could take
a photo of a photo using two
different phones.” So, Facebook has added a design
overlay option.

Bolivian glacier
samples taken
to Antarctica

Preserving ice cores: A view of the
snow-capped Illimani Mountain
from Lake Titicaca in Bolivia. AP
*

Agence France-Presse
La Paz

Scientists studying global warming recently climbed Bolivia’s
towering Mount Illimani and extracted samples of glacier ice
packed with thousands of years of
climate data.
The international ICE Memory
project team braved low oxygen
and bitter, ice-cold wind that
whipped them mercilessly at an
altitude of 6,300 metres to drill
deep into the glacier and pull out
two cylinders of ice. The weather
was too dangerous for the team to
extract a third sample as originally
planned.
The ICE Memory project members, who have completed a similar task at Mont Blanc in the Alps,
will take their samples to a research station in Antarctica.

To analyse and preserve
One of the samples will be studied, and the other one preserved.
Their goal is to create an “ice
archive sanctuary in Antarctica ...
in an effort to preserve ice cores
from the world’s key endangered
glaciers,” according to the group’s
website, which is sponsored by
the French and Italian national
commissions for UNESCO.
That way, future scientists “will
still have enough high-quality raw
material to investigate and make
future discoveries,” says the site.
“This second expedition has
been a fantastic collective success,” said Patrick Ginot, ICE
Memory expedition coordinator.
Harsh conditions
The team of 15 scientists from
France, Russia, Brazil and Bolivia,
supported by some 30 porters
and guides, faced extreme conditions in their May 22-June 18 quest
for the ice samples.
One of the samples taken
reached all the way down to the
bedrock at a depth of 137 metres
into the glacier, and the second to
134 metres.
These long shafts of ice were
then cut into smaller lengths and
taken away in heatproof cylinders.
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