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Naming Pakistan-based ter-
ror groups LeT and JeM,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said some
countries were using terror
as a tool to achieve political
objectives and pressed for
“deterrent” action collect-
ively by the G20 members
against them.

Addressing the G20 sum-
mit in this German city, he
equated the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad,
as also the Haqqani network,
to the Islamic State and al-
Qaeda, saying their names

may be different but their
ideology is the same.

With leaders like U.S.

President Donald Trump,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President

Xi Jinping listening, Mr. Modi
regretted that the interna-
tional response to terrorism
was weak and said more co-
operation was needed to
fight the menace.

The Prime Minister
presented an 11-point ‘Action
Agenda’ which included sug-
gestions for expediting extra-
dition and concrete steps to
choke funds and weapon
supply. At an informal meet-
ing of BRICS leaders, Mr.
Modi and Mr. Xi shook hands
and had a conversation on a
“range of issues.” 

Seeks deterrent action against nations using terror as a political tool
Press Trust of India

Hamburg

Informal meeting: Narendra Modi and Xi Jinping exchange
greetings in Hamburg on Friday. * PTI
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Modi targets Pakistan at G20

In a first, Karnataka’s
agricultural scientists have
sequenced the genetic code
of ragi, or finger millet,
throwing light on the exact
building blocks that make it
drought-resistant and
nutrition-rich. 

Scientists from the
University of Agricultural
Sciences-Bengaluru (UAS-B)
achieved the sequencing of
the plant, which, the
scientists say, was first
domesticated from a wild
species in Western Uganda
and the Ethiopian highlands
before being introduced to
India around 3,000 BC. 

The key genetic
information revealed by the
four-year project will aid
further research on ragi, the

main crop of dry land
farmers. Ragi occupies 12%
of global millet cultivation
area and Karnataka, which
has the second largest
drought-prone crop land
after Rajasthan, leads in its
cultivation. With a low
glycemic index, ragi is no

longer the poor man’s
staple, and is preferred by
diabetics. Genome
sequencing identifies the
order of DNA nucleotides in
a genome. The ragi project
was pursued by an eight-
member team headed by Dr.
Shailaja Hittalmani,

Professor and University
Head of Genetics & Plant
Breeding, and its report was
published in BMC Genomics
on June 15. “We have
identified 2,866 drought-
tolerant genes in ragi
besides those responsible
for its nutrient qualities,” Dr.
Hittalmani said. 

Rice, wheat may gain
Potential gains to drought

tolerance of rice and wheat
through transfer of drought-
tolerant genes found in ragi
are possible. Karnataka
Agriculture Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda said the
scientific advance would
help dry land farmers.
Consumers would get a
nutrient-rich food through
research involving a non-
transgenic process.
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A hardy millet yields its genetic code
Ragi’s genome sequencing by Bengaluru university can help develop better varieties

B.S. Satish Kumar

BENGALURU

SC freezes status of ‘legal

persons’ accorded to
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Tune of protest: A protester plays the lute as German policemen walk behind at a demonstration during the G20 summit 
in Hamburg on Friday. Over 160 police oicers were injured in clashes and cars were torched. * REUTERS (REPORTS ON PAGE 10)
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The sound of dissent

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day froze the admission pro-
cess to the prestigious In-
dian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), while
questioning the granting of
bonus marks to all candid-
ates who appeared in the IIT
JEE (Advanced) 2017
examination.

Bonus marks were given
to compensate for wrong
questions in two of the pa-
pers. They were granted ir-
respective of whether a can-
didate had answered them
or not. The exam was con-
ducted this year by the IIT-
Madras and the decision to
give bonus marks was taken
by it. 

In a move rendering un-
certain the future of over
50,000 students, a Bench of
Justices Dipak Misra and
A.M. Khanwilkar stayed the
admission process, includ-
ing counselling, until fur-

ther orders on a writ peti-
tion filed by an IIT aspirant
Aishwarya Agarwal, who
had taken the exam. The
court further restrained
High Courts from entertain-
ing any cases filed on the
same issue and sought de-
tails of any petitions
pending before the courts. It
has scheduled a detailed
hearing for July 10.

‘Arbitrary award’
Ms. Agarwal, represented by
senior advocate Vikas Singh,
argued that a blanket award
of 18 bonus marks to all can-
didates, across the board,
was both “arbitrary and
wrong.”

“To award these marks to
all candidates irrespective of
whether or not they had
even attempted to answer
these questions is arbitrary
and violative,” the petition
contended.

Supreme Court stays
IIT admission process 
Plea challenges grant of bonus marks

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI
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The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) booked
former Railway Minister
Lalu Prasad, his wife Rabri
Devi, son Tejaswi and others
for alleged corruption in the
award of a contract for man-
aging two railway hotels.

The contracts were awar-
ded to a Patna-based private
company, Sujata Hotels, al-
legedly in lieu of a three-acre
plot of land. The land was
later acquired by Mr.
Prasad’s family, the CBI al-
leged. 

Nationwide searches 
The case was registered

on Thursday under Sections
420 (cheating) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy), fol-
lowing which the agency
conducted searches at a
dozen locations in Delhi,
Gurugram, Ranchi, Patna
and Puri on Friday.

Mr. Prasad, who was in
Ranchi to appear before a
CBI court in a fodder scam
case, said the raids were the
result of “political vendetta”
and that he would not be
“cowed down by such acts.” 

He also alleged that the
BJP and the RSS were behind
the “bullying tactics.”

Mr. Prasad said, “Ever
since I started the ‘BJP
bhagao, desh bachao’, cam-
paign, the BJP-led Central
government has been after
me and has launched con-

tinuous attacks on me and
my family.”

Among those named in
the FIR are Sarla Gupta, wife
of Mr. Prasad’s close associ-
ate Prem Chand Gupta (a Ra-
jya Sabha member); Vijay
and Vinay Kochhar, direct-
ors of Sujata Hotels; Delight
Marketing Company Pvt. Ltd
(DMCPL); Lara Projects LLP,
and former IRCTC managing
director P.K. Goel.

CBI additional director
Rakesh Asthana told the me-
dia that the case was based
on a complaint that Mr.
Prasad, after taking over as
Railway Minister in May
2004, colluded with the
Kochhars through IRCTC of-
ficials and Ms. Gupta to sub-
lease two Railway hotels at
Puri and Ranchi to Sujata
Hotels in 2006. 

The hotels were first
transferred to the IRCTC and
then sub-leased.

The agency alleged that
the tender conditions were
tweaked to favour Sujata Ho-
tels in lieu of a three-acre
commercial property in
Patna.

As part of the “conspir-
acy,” the Kochhars sold the
land to DMCPL, in which Ms.
Gupta was a director “as a
front for Mr. Prasad”, the
CBI said. The land was trans-
ferred through 10 sale deeds
for ₹1.47 crore, against the
then circle rate of ₹1.93
crore. It was allegedly
shown as agricultural land to
evade stamp duty.

The amount was arranged
in the form of an investment
in DMCPL shares through
Ahluwalia Contracts (India)
Limited and its promoter,
Bikramjeet Singh Ahluwalia.

CBI books Lalu, kin
in railway hotel scam
Two hotels given to irm in lieu of a three-acre plot of land

More trouble: Lalu Prasad arriving at a CBI court in
connection with a fodder scam case in Ranchi on Friday. * PTI

Devesh K. Pandey

Amarnath Tewary

New Delhi/Patna

BJP AWAITS BIG CRACK IN 
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Airtel users in Delhi-NCR
suffered network issues on
Saturday evening owing to
a problem in the network
node.

A lot of Airtel users took
to social media, posting
messages about non-avail-
ability of service.

The company later
tweeted that it was work-
ing to fix the problem.

“We are experiencing a
network outage in Delhi-
NCR. One of our network
nodes has got corrupted
and we are working to fix
it,” the company said in the
tweet.

Services were fully re-
stored late on Friday night,
a spokesperson said. 

The company has 11.6
million mobile customers
in Delhi-NCR.

Airtel outage
in Delhi-NCR
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Airfare for passengers flying
in and out of Delhi is set to
become cheaper by up to
₹1,131 with immediate effect
after the Centre ordered an
89.4% reduction in airport
charges on Friday.

As per the new tariff
structure, a User Develop-
ment Fee (UDF) of only ₹10
and ₹45 will be levied on do-
mestic and international
passengers flying out of
Delhi. There will be no UDF
on passengers flying into the
national Capital.

Currently, ₹245-₹490 is
levied as UDF on departing
passengers and ₹207-₹415 on
arriving passengers on do-
mestic flights.

International passengers
departing from here are
charged ₹565-₹1,131 and ar-
riving passengers have to
shell out ₹462-₹933.

The new airport charges
are based on an order
passed by the Airports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
of India (AERAI) in Decem-

ber 2015 for 2014-19, which
could not be implemented
as the GMR Infrastructure-
led DIAL had disputed the
new tariff structure.

The slash in airport
charges follows an order
passed by the Supreme
Court on July 3. The court,
while hearing a petition by
Air India, vacated an order
passed by the Delhi High
Court, which had put a stay
on the fresh tariff.

Airport charges are fixed
for five-year duration,
known as the control period.

During the first control
period (2009-14), the AERAI

had allowed DIAL to hike air-
port charges by 346%. DIAL
had demanded a 775% hike
and had challenged the air-
port tariff in the AERAI ap-
pellate authority.

Meanwhile, the AERAI ini-
tiated the process of fixing
charges for 2014-19. It exten-
ded the 346% hike, but clari-
fied that an adjustment
would be made for the com-
ing five-year period.

DIAL had realised ₹188
crore in excess of its revenue
target for 2014-19 as on April
1, 2014. Air India alleged that
DIAL would have collected
around ₹9,000 crore more
by the end of 2019 if the old
tariff continued.

The AERAI then passed
an order for a 78% hike in
January 2015 in the airport
charges for 2014-19. How-
ever, DIAL moved the Delhi
HC and managed to get a
stay on the tariff order,
which put a status quo on
the airport charges till ap-
peals were disposed against
the tariff order cases
pending in AERAI tribunal.

Flying in, out of Delhi gets cheaper

Centre orders reduction in airport charges by 89.4%

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

A fee of ₹10 and ₹45 will be
levied on domestic and
international passengers 

Discoms to pay for delay
in restoration of power 
NEW DELHI

Come September, Delhiites

will be paid up to ₹200 for

delay in restoration of power

with the city’s power

regulator inalising the supply

code and performance

standards. The DERC has

inalised the Supply Code and

Performance Standards

Regulations, 2017. The

regulations will come into

efect from September 1 this

year, said a DERC oicial. PTI

Attorney-General K.K.
Venugopal on Friday objec-
ted to arguments made by
petitioners that Aadhaar was
driving India into a “concen-
tration camp,” even as the
Supreme Court said the con-
stitutionality of the scheme
has to be decided “once and
for all” and probably by a
nine-judge Bench.

Sparks flew at the hearing
before a three-judge Bench,
led by Justice J.
Chelameswar, after senior
advocate Shyam Divan, for
the petitioners, said Aadhaar

was reminiscent of 1984, a
work by George Orwell
about the totalitarian state
where everybody and
everything is watched by the
‘Big Brother state.’

New notifications 
“Children are told to take
their thumb prints for en-
rolling for Aadhaar. We are
becoming vassals of the
state. India is becoming a
concentration camp. This is
invasive...The new notifica-
tions even intend to with-
hold welfare benefits for
those without Aadhaar. A
state of total surveillance is

creeping upon us,” Mr. Di-
van said. 

Mr. Venugopal said
Aadhaar had helped over
350 million poor.

“The tragedy of it is all
that money intended for
public welfare schemes was
swallowed up en route. After
Aadhaar, people are getting
their money and benefits,”
Mr. Venugopal submitted.

He called Mr. Divan’s re-
mark on the country becom-
ing a concentration camp as
hyperbolic and “rather
unparliamentary.”

Aadhaar not ‘totalitarian’: Centre
Constitutionality of scheme to be decided “once and for all”: SC

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

Fadnavis survives yet
another copter mishap
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis survived

yet another helicopter

mishap at Alibaug on Friday

raising questions on the

quality and safety of

choppers used for VVIP

operations. Sources

conirmed to The Hindu it was

a close shave for the CM as

the chopper suddenly took

of unexpectedly even as its

rotors were moving in full

swing.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or ad-
vertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

DELHI Timings

Saturday, July 08

RISE 05:30 SET 19:23

RISE 18:40 SET 04:43

Sunday, July 09

RISE 05:31 SET 19:23

RISE 19:28 SET 05:32

Monday, July 10

RISE 05:31 SET 19:22

RISE 20:12 SET 06:23

A day after a man was made
to beat a gong for a day as
punishment for his wife’s
defiance of the village com-
mittee diktat in Odisha’s An-
gul district, the police on
Friday booked 52 villagers
on charges of holding a
kangaroo court to punish
him.

Dusmant Sahoo of Ragu-
diapada village was on
Thursday seen cycling
around different wards of
Badkera panchayat beating a
gong. His crime: his wife,
who is a ward member, had
cast a vote against a naib
sarpanch candidate ap-
proved by the Ragudiapada
village committee.

As a result, the family of
Mr. Sahoo and another villa-
ger, Sushant Pradhan, who
was accused of convincing
Mr. Sahoo’s wife to vote for a
particular candidate, have
been facing social boycott

for the past three months.
After the two families re-

quested the village commit-
tee for rapprochement, a
meeting was convened on
Wednesday night where Mr.
Sahoo was asked to pay a
fine of ₹1 lakh for his wife’s
defiance.

After he expressed his in-
ability to pay the penalty,
the village committee asked
him to pay ₹50,000 or un-
dergo the punishment. “The
amount was too big for me
so I opted for the punish-
ment of beating the gong,”
Mr. Sahoo said. But, Mr. Pra-
dhan allegedly agreed to pay
a penalty of ₹15,051 and
evaded punishment.

Case registered
When contacted, officer-in-
charge of the Bantala police
station, Nirmala Gochhayat
said: “We have registered a
case against 52 villagers in-
cluding president and sec-
retary of the village commit-

tee. We are recording the
statement of Mr. Sahoo, who
has lodged a complaint, and
arrests will follow.”

Meanwhile, the State-BJP
has strongly criticised the
punishment meted out to
Mr. Sahoo. A delegation of
BJP leaders drew the atten-
tion of the Odisha 

Union Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan also took
to social networking ‘Twit-
ter’ saying he “was devast-
ated to see the husband of a
people’s representative be-
ing forced to beat a gong as
punishment. He was socially
boycotted as his wife voted
against an approved candid-
ate of the village committee.
It violates the right to live
with dignity. It is not accept-
able in a civilised society
while the culprits are mov-
ing scot-free.” 

He demanded that the
culprits be taken to task
immediately.

52 booked for handing out
bizarre punishment to man
His wife had cast a vote against a naib sarpanch candidate 

Staff Reporter 

BHUBANESWAR

Four persons, including
three women, were killed
due to lightning in two sep-
arate incidents in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district on
Friday.

Lightning kills

4 in Odisha

Staff reporter

Bhubaneswar

Flooded: People wade through a looded street after heavy rainfall in Kolkata on Friday. * PTI 
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Reiterating its demand for
an early completion of the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal, the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) will bar the
entry of all Punjab vehicles
into Haryana on July 10.

To seal entry points
State INLD president Ashok
Arora said the party workers
would seal entry points in
Ambala, Jind, Dabwali,
Kaithal and Shambu to pre-
vent Punjab vehicles from
entering Haryana.

On Thursday, Haryana
Education Minister Ram
Bilas Sharma had appealed
to INLD leader Abhay
Chautala to call off the agita-
tion, stating that it might
hamper the relations shared
by the two States, besides
causing inconvenience to
people.

Mr. Arora, however,
turned down the Minister’s
request, saying, “Mr.
Sharma’s appeal is irre-
sponsible and condemnable.
Instead of supporting the
cause of the canal, the BJP is
side-lining the most import-

ant issue concerning Hary-
ana’s people,” he said.

He further said that the
protest was against the atti-
tudes of the two State gov-
ernments. 

‘Lifeline of Haryana’
“The canal is the lifeline of
Haryana, and we only want
to get our share of water.
Our purpose is not to harass
people but to register our
protest against the stubborn
attitude of the Punjab gov-
ernment and the indifferent
approach of the BJP govern-
ment in Haryana,” he said.

Punjab and Haryana have
been at loggerheads over the
issue for ages.

In November last year, the
apex court had invalidated
the 2004 law passed by Pun-
jab to terminate the SYL
canal water sharing agree-
ment with neighbouring
States.

INLD to block entry 
of Punjab vehicles 
Party demands early completion of Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal

Abhay Chautala has been
urged to call of the
agitation. * FILE PHOTO

VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

Court rejects bail of
Rakhi Sawant
LUDHIANA

A Ludhiana court on Friday

rejected the bail plea of

actress Rakhi Sawant and

issued fresh arrest warrant in

a case related to

“objectionable” remarks by

her against Valmiki. Judicial

Magistrate Vishav Gupta

directed that she be

produced before the court on

August 7. PTI

IN BRIEF

Farmer commits suicide
in Kota 
KOTA (RAJASTHAN)

Distressed over not being

able to fetch a good price for

his crop, a 48-year-old farmer

committed suicide in

Kishanganj village here.

Banwari Lal Dhakad hanged

himself at his residence, the

police said. He owned around

2 bighas of land and had

rented 8 bighas for growing

garlic. But he could not fetch

a good price and was tensed

over it, his family claimed. PTI

After successfully conducting re-
cruitment rallies for the Indian
Army, the Rajasthan government’s
Department of Skills, Employment
and Entrepreneurship (DSEE) is
planning to start skilling former
soldiers to help them take up gain-
ful occupations that utilise their
experience.

According to DSEE Commis-
sioner Krishna Kunal, since most
Armymen retire early, often before
they turn 50, their experience can
be utilised to enhance the “skills
ecosystem”. 

The DSEE and the Army have, in
fact, identified certain sectors for
this purpose during a meeting at
Kaushal Bhawan here on Thursday.

A memorandum is now expected
to be signed between the Rajasthan
Skill and Livelihoods Development
Corporation and the Rajasthan Sol-
diers’ Welfare Department for mo-
bilising and certification of former
Armymen.

Major General S.P. Goswami
from the South Western Command
said that Rajasthan accounts for
6.74% of the ex-servicemen’s
strength in the country, with as
many as 61% concentrated around
Jhunjhunu, Alwar, Jodhpur, Nagaur
and Sikar districts.

“There is a need for seamless
transition into a second career by
empowering them with training
through certification and enabling
them with new skills based on their
aspirations,” he said.

Rajasthan to impart skill
training to ex-Armymen
Move aimed at empowering former soldiers

Mohammed Iqbal

Jaipur

As many as five persons died
and six were taken ill after
allegedly consuming illicit li-
quor in Kewathiya village
here, prompting Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to suspend three
policemen.

The incident took place

on Thursday night after the
victims consumed toddy, po-
lice said on Friday.

Stern action 
The bodies have been sent
for post mortem, Superin-
tendent of Police Ajay Ku-
mar Shahni said.

Taking strong exception
to the incident, the Chief

Minister ordered immediate
suspension of police station
in-charge of Raunapar, SI in-
charge and beat constable.

He also ordered stern ac-
tion against the Excise De-
partment staff and issued
directives to the department
officials, DMs and SPs to
carry out drives and ensure
such tragedies did not recur. 

Five die after drinking toddy in 
UP; three policemen suspended
Press Trust of India

Azamgarh (UP) Bodies of a couple who got
drowned when their car fell
into a canal in Bihar’s Ro-
htas district were recovered
on Friday, a police officer
said. The couple -- Sanjay
and Seema Singh -- was go-
ing to Delhi in their car
which fell into the canal,
SDPO Alok Ranjan said.

Bodies
recovered 

Press Trust of India

Sasaram (Bihar)
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Arguing that law and order had
collapsed in West Bengal, State BJP
president Dilip Ghosh said the
party would demand imposition
of Article 356 (President’s rule) in
the State on Saturday.

Mr. Ghosh’s media briefing
came after 19 BJP leaders were
prevented from entering the viol-
ence-hit North 24 Parganas. The
police stopped the group, led by
Rajya Sabha MP Roopa Ganguly,
near Michael Nagar area, adjacent
to Kolkata airport. 

Leaders and cadres of the Con-
gress and the CPI(M) were also
stopped at Barasat town and
Ashokenagar respectively.

“We will meet the Governor to-
morrow [Saturday], following a
rally in Esplanade, and formally
ask him to impose Article 356 in

the State,” Mr. Ghosh said. He said
the violence in West Bengal indic-
ated that the situation had spir-
alled out of control, as non-state
actors were entering West Bengal
from Bangladesh. 

“The Jamat [ Jamaat-e-Islami],

SIMI [Students Islamic Movement
of India], ISI [Inter-Services Intelli-
gence of Pakistan] are trying to
convert West Bengal to West
Bangladesh and we will have to
resist it,” Mr. Ghosh alleged. 

CPI(M) MLA Tanmay Bhat-
tacharya said the Chief Minister
should have clarified that “MLAs
and MPs are not allowed to walk
on streets in North 24 Parganas.”
Md. Salim and Mr. Bhattacharya
led the CPI-M’s team. 

“We wanted to reach the spot to
request people to maintain calm
but we were stopped which is un-
fortunate,” said Pradesh Congress
president Adhir Chowdhury. 

Police officials said the situation
in violence-hit areas of North 24
Parganas was “under control” but
“tense” and thus it was a “well
thought out decision” to stop the
politicians.

Police stop CPI(M), BJP, Congress leaders; BJP seeks President’s rule
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

No entry for politicians in
violence-hit North 24 Parganas

Dilip Ghosh

The Supreme Court froze
the status of “legal persons”
accorded to rivers Ganga
and Yamuna by the Ut-
tarakhand High Court in
March 2017.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India J.S. Khehar and D.Y.
Chandrachud stayed the
High Court verdict which
held that the rights of the
two major rivers “shall be
equivalent to the rights of
human beings and the in-
jury/harm caused to these
bodies shall be treated as
harm/injury caused to the
human beings.”

The High Court had in-
voked its jurisdiction as the
parens patriae of the rivers
while declaring the “glaciers
including Gangotri and
Yamunotri, rivers, streams,
rivulets, lakes, air, mead-
ows, dales, jungles, forests
wetlands, grasslands,
springs and waterfalls, legal
entity/ legal person/juristic
person/juridical person/
moral person/artificial per-
son having the status of a
legal person, with all corres-
ponding rights, duties and
liabilities of a living person,
in order to preserve and
conserve them.”

Mining, stone crushing 
The stay came on a petition
filed by Haridwar resident
Mohammad Salim over min-
ing and stone crushing
along the banks of the
Ganga.

The High Court had
ordered the Director,
Namami Gange project, for
cleaning and rejuvenating
the river, the Chief Secret-
ary and the Advocate Gen-
eral of Uttarakhand to act as
“legal parents” of the holy
rivers and work as a human
face to protect, conserve
and preserve them and
their tributaries. 

These officers, the High
Court had directed, would
be bound to “uphold the
status” of the two rivers and
also promote their “health
and well-being.”

It had also directed the
government to form a
Ganga Management Board
as per a December 2016
order.

SC stays HC
verdict on
Ganga status 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Government approves 
air travel for JCOs
NEW DELHI

Following a significant move

by the Centre under the 7th

Pay Commission, Junior

Commissioned Officers (JCOs)

are now entitled to fly while

travelling on work. “Level 6

to 8 of Pay Matrix to be

entitled for air travel. Level

5A of defence forces to be

clubbed with Level 6 for

travelling entitlements,” the

gazette notification issued by

the Government on

allowances said. All

allowances are effective from

July 1. The Union Cabinet had

recently approved the

recommendations made by

the 7th Central Pay

Commission with minor

modifications.

A meeting called to
discuss problems
faced by fishermen
saw sparks flying with
Congress MLA Nitesh
Rane losing his cool
and allegedly throw-
ing fish at a senior gov-
ernment officer.

In a video clip aired
by local news chan-
nels, Mr. Rane is seen
talking to the Fisher-
ies Commissioner of
Sindhudurg in his of-
fice packed with
people on Thursday.

It showed the legis-
lator suddenly losing
his cool, picking up a
fish which was
dumped on the com-
missioner’s table and
throwing it at him.

The MLA said he

did so to protest the
officer’s “ignorant atti-
tude” towards the
woes of the traditional
fishing community of
the Konkan region.

“There are two
kinds of fishermen in
Sindhudurg. Those
who use traditional
methods for fishing
and who use modern
technology,” Mr. Rane
told PTI on the phone.
He said the fishing
areas were clearly de-
marcated for both
communities. 

Yet, those using
modern technology
often cross over to the
areas earmarked for
fishermen using tradi-
tional methods, res-
ulting in financial
losses to them, he
alleged.

Cong. MLA ‘throws

ish’ at oicial 
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

While the pale tiger of the Nil-
giris has won global attention,
it could be just an instance of
an aberrant genetic mutation,
say experts.

“This is interesting be-
cause no pale tiger has been
recorded in south India so
far,” says Yadvendradev Jhala,
wildlife scientist who heads
the Department of Animal
Ecology and Conservation
Biology at the Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, Dehradun.
“However, it is just a normal
tiger with an aberrant genetic
mutation, so it is not of great

conservation value per se,” he
says.

The Nilgiri Biosphere Re-
serve, where the pale tiger
was photographed, also en-
compasses the Mudumalai-
Bandipur-Nagarhole-Waya-
nad complex, which is home
to the world’s largest wild ti-
ger population. Random ge-
netic mutations could occur
in large populations and since
this contiguous patch allowed
good intermixing of genes,
this could just be a random
genetic mutation as was nat-
ural in the wild, another ge-
netics expert, who did not
wish to be named, said. It is

quite possible that paler-look-
ing tigers may occur rarely
due to reduced levels of the
pigment melanin in a phe-
nomenon called leucism, says
tiger expert K. Ullas Karanth.
“Excess melanin causes black
tigers, such as the ones in
Simlipal in Odisha. However,
with so many fake and modi-
fied photos/videos going
around, I do not want to com-
ment on this specific case as
there is very little detail as to
the time and place,” he adds.

The ‘white’ gene
In 2013, scientists from Chi-
na’s Peking University se-

quenced genomes (entire ge-
netic material) of white and
normally-coloured Bengal ti-
gers and found that a very
small mutation in a single pig-
ment gene – SLC45A2 – causes
the white colouration. How-
ever, eumelanin pigments –
which produce black and
brown shades – are not af-
fected, they showed, which
explains the dark eyes and
stripes of the tigers.

This genetic mutation is
already known to cause light
coloration in horses, chicken
and fish. Concluding that
such mutations are natural,
especially since adult white ti-

gers have been recorded in
the wild in India in the past,
the researchers say that white
tigers could be viable in the
wild and important for a
healthy wild tiger population.

However, most white tigers
may be at a disadvantage in
the wild due to lack of camou-
flage, says Dr. Jhala. 

All white tigers in captivity
across the world trace their
origins to one of the last white
tigers in the wild, a male
named Mohan with blue eyes
and pink nose and paw-pads,
which was captured from
Rewa in Madhya Pradesh in
1951.

Nilgiris pale tiger an ‘aberrant genetic mutation’
No such animal has been recorded in south India so far; it is not of great conservation value per se, says wildlife scientist 

Rare sighting: The pale tiger which was recently spotted 
in the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve. * NILANJAN RAY 

Aathira Perinchery

Kochi

Metro services hit
in Bengaluru
BENGALURU

Metro services were

temporarily suspended as

employees staged a protest

over alleged manhandling

and arrest of two Bangalore

Metro Rail Corporation

officials after a scuffle with

security personnel. As many

as four lakh commuters were

stranded. PTI

IN BRIEF
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EDITORIAL

E
ver since the Mahagathbandhan (grand alliance)

of the Janata Dal (United), the Rashtriya Janata

Dal and the Congress defeated an ascendant

Bharatiya Janata Party in the Bihar elections of 2015, the

belief has been that the opposition’s eforts to regroup

at the national level will coalesce around these parties.

So, when Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar broke ranks

and committed the JD(U)’s support to the BJP’s presid-

ential nominee, Ram Nath Kovind, it came as a setback

for the entire opposition. Mr. Kovind was the Governor

of Bihar till June, and Mr. Kumar called the support a

one-of move on account of goodwill for him. Nonethe-

less, he went on to castigate the Congress for being un-

able to come up with a coherent alternative to that of

the BJP’s agenda, saying a “reactive narrative” would

not enable opposition unity. Mr. Kumar’s concerns are

not without merit. The Congress put forth the candid-

ature of Meira Kumar clearly as a reactive measure to

counter the BJP’s nomination of a Dalit candidate. Till

then, the opposition parties had been unable to agree

on a candidate due to either a lack of consensus or an in-

ability to set a proactive agenda against the BJP, which

seemed to be shaping the contours of the political dis-

course with ease. But other opposition parties have

reason to doubt whether Mr. Kumar was indeed speak-

ing out of a genuine concern for building a strong op-

position to the BJP, or working on an exit strategy from

the opposition camp so that he could ally with the BJP in

time for the 2020 Assembly polls, if not the 2019 Lok

Sabha poll. 

Mr. Kumar had parted ways with the BJP just ahead of

the 2014 Lok Sabha election, making an issue of the

nomination of Narendra Modi as the BJP’s prime minis-

terial candidate. Although the JD(U) makes up the num-

bers in the Assembly in alliance with the RJD, he knows

he could forge a winning combination with the BJP too.

This is especially so in the context of the family of RJD

chief Lalu Prasad, who is himself out on bail in a corrup-

tion case, coming under intense pressure from the

Central Bureau of Investigation in recent weeks for al-

leged irregularities. Mr. Kumar had built his initial sup-

port base on an anti-corruption platform directed

primarily at Mr. Prasad, and a break in ties with the RJD

would perhaps not be as much of a surprise as his de-

cision to ally with that party was. By creating this polit-

ical lutter, Mr. Kumar could also be seeking to increase

his own relevance within the opposition to make a bid

for the leadership position. He is perceived to be among

the possible challengers to Mr. Modi in 2019, and he

may be looking to increase his own stock at the expense

of the Congress’s. The conlicting signals coming from

Mr. Kumar therefore may not relect any confusion; in-

stead, these could very well be the result of a calculating

mind playing the waiting game.

The waiting game
Nitish Kumar’s mixed political signals may 

be part of a calculated plan

A
fter a century of spectacular growth powered by

the internal combustion engine, the automobile

industry is taking a serious look at moving away

from fossil fuels, with cars, bikes and commercial

vehicles powered by electricity. This quest for electro-

mobility has surged ahead with Volvo, the Sweden-

based manufacturer owned by China’s Geely, announ-

cing a shift to all-electric or hybrid models from 2019. At

the heart of the discussion is the afordability of e-

vehicles (EVs) and the range they can cover on a single

battery charge, if they are to become an attractive re-

placement for conventional motors. There is also the

question of the sustainability of making millions of bat-

teries that must be recycled. Progress is being made on

some of these metrics, as a result of which the sales of

all plug-in vehicles rose 40%, at 191,700 units world-

wide, in the irst quarter of 2017 over the same quarter

in 2016. And the International Energy Agency says in its

Global EV Outlook Report 2017 that the year-on-year

growth was 60%. But in perspective, electric vehicles

today make up only 0.2% of all light duty vehicles in the

world. What is enlivening the debate on EVs is the entry

of Tesla, with its goal to mass-market electric cars that

are eicient on range, and ofer a minimum of 340 km

on one charge, while also scoring high on design. 

As the single biggest component in making electro-

mobility mainstream, attention is focussed on battery

technology. If Tesla’s assessment is correct, the techno-

logical limits of this power source are being pushed con-

stantly: less material is being used to produce higher en-

ergy density, and at lower cost. Unsurprisingly, many

major automobile manufacturers have announced

plans for electrics to cater to both ends of the spectrum:

marques like BMW and Volkswagen aiming at several af-

fordable models with a moderate range per charge, and

luxury cars from Daimler and Audi that run longer and

appeal to keen buyers. Electromobility is also politic-

ally attractive. France, which loated a global tender at

the 2015 Paris climate conference for a mass market car

that costs under €7,000, announced recently that it will

end the sale of petrol and diesel cars by 2040. India,

which committed to reducing the intensity of carbon

emissions under the climate agreement, could give

electromobility a boost through its policy on EVs to be

declared by December. Making electric two-wheelers

and public transport buses attractive through tax in-

centives is certainly feasible, since these can be charged

more easily and used for short trips within cities. The

wider challenge today is to ind the natural resources

such as lithium, cobalt and nickel to make millions of

batteries and recycle them later, besides putting up

charging infrastructure across entire countries. The

solutions are currently expensive. By contrast, the di-

lemma underscores the elegance of low-cost non-mo-

torised options for cities, such as bicycles and walking.

Electric horses
The government should give tax incentives

to encourage production and use of e-vehicles

A
s high-level visits go, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Israel was bound to at-

tract superlatives like ‘historic’ and
‘groundbreaking’. Still, it is clear
that the buzz in the relationship is
on account of Mr. Modi’s personal
diplomatic style and his host’s
equally warm response. 

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu set the tone when he
welcomed Mr. Modi at the airport
together with the spiritual leaders
of all the major faiths in the region,
an honour traditionally reserved
for the U.S. President and the Pope.
Mr. Modi’s trademark bear hugs
were reciprocated, three at the air-
port, and by the time the visit
ended, the TV commentators had
lost count!

Mr. Netanyahu gushingly de-
scribed the relationship between
the two countries as “a marriage
made in heaven”, but behind the
success was a receptive political
backdrop as well as the careful
planning undertaken by both sides. 

A substantive relationship
Marking 25 years of establishing
diplomatic relations between the
two countries added to the historic
character of an Indian Prime Minis-
ter’s irst visit to a country that had
quietly emerged as a strong de-
fence partner. There had been
high-level exchanges but the Indian
response was cautious. Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres irst visited
India in 1993, and Jaswant Singh re-
ciprocated in 2000; President Ezer
Weizman came in 1997, while Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherji’s visit only
took place in 2015. The irst Israeli
Prime Minister to visit India was Ar-
iel Sharon in 2003, and from the
time Mr. Modi came to power, a re-
turn visit was a certainty. The two
leaders had met on the margins of
the UN General Assembly and con-
tinued their relationship by tweet-
ing their greetings on Hanukkah

and Diwali. 
Yet, oicial-level exchanges

between the two countries have
been intensive, beginning with the
visit of Foreign Secretary J.N. Dixit
in early 1993. While relations
between Mossad and Research and
Analysis Wing had existed earlier,
the strategic partnership got ce-
mented when National Security Ad-
viser-level dialogue was estab-
lished in 1999 between Brajesh
Mishra and Gen. (retd.) David Ivry.
Gen. Ivry was a former Air Force
chief who had led the air raid on
Osirak, the Iraqi nuclear reactor, in
1981. Incidentally, Israel was one of
the few countries that showed com-
plete understanding of India’s de-
cision to undertake the nuclear
tests in 1998. This reinforced both
the defence and the counter-terror-
ism cooperation relationship. 

By 2000, India was acquiring
surface-to-air missiles (Barak 1) and
UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles)
from Israel. Subsequently, the re-
furbishing of MiG-21 aircraft em-
ployed Israeli avionics. During the
1999 Kargil war, Israel assisted with
laser-guidance kits mated with
gravity bombs, carried by the
Mirage 2000 aircraft. With U.S.
concurrence, Israel sold India the
Phalcon airborne early warning
system and mounted on the Rus-
sian Il-76, provided AWACs capabil-
ity. Subsequent acquisitions have
included Spike anti-tank guided
missiles and the long range surface-
to-air missiles in both the naval and

land versions. Today, Israel has
emerged as the third-largest de-
fence supplier for India and ac-
counts for over 40% of Israel’s de-
fence exports.

Commercial relations between
the diamond traders in Gujarat and
Israel had existed before 1992, but
now annual trade grew from $200
million to nearly $5 billion with
gems and jewellery accounting for
nearly 40%. Gradually, Science and
technology, agriculture, biotech
and space emerged as new areas of
cooperation. 

Tourism provided an impetus to
people-to-people relations. India
emerged as the preferred destina-
tion for young Israelis wanting to
unwind after their compulsory mil-
itary service and Hebrew signage in
Varanasi, Manali and Goa is a com-
mon sight. Ambassador Pavan Ka-
poor was being quite matter of fact
when he described the Modi visit as
a ‘coming out visit’ for the relation-
ship. 

Advance planning
In addition, both sides made eforts
to ensure a productive visit. Mr.
Modi had already undertaken visits
to the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Iran before em-
barking on his trip to Israel. Receiv-
ing Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas in Delhi in May eased
the politics of skipping a visit to
Ramallah while visiting Israel. 

A number of preparatory visits
covering diverse areas of agricul-

ture, water resources and space
took place under efective coordin-
ation of the Prime Minister’s Oice.
On the Israeli side, the cabinet ap-
proved a 23-page document identi-
fying potential cooperation areas
with India with inputs from 11 gov-
ernment departments and a com-
mitment of $79.6 million. 

The outcome is an impressive
joint statement which elevates the
relationship to a ‘strategic partner-
ship’. In addition to defence and
homeland security, it highlights
other areas of science and tech-
nolgy, innovation, trade and invest-
ment. Of the MoUs signed, three
pertain to space, two to water man-
agement and sanitation and one to
agriculture. During the last three
years, Israel has already set up 15
centres of excellence for introdu-
cing improved practices, particu-
larly in horticulture and agro-pro-
cessing. As a water-challenged
state, Israel recycles 90% of its wa-
ter, and 95% of sewage is processed
for agricultural use, making it virtu-
ally a closed water cycle. 

An Industrial R&D and Innova-
tion Fund has been created with a
contribution of $20 million each to
promote knowledge-based part-
nerships. Israel today boasts of
nearly 4,500 start-ups and 140 in-
cubators/accelerators. In a recent
study, NASSCOM and Accenture es-
timated that cooperation with In-
dian start-ups has the potential to
generate $5 billion within ive
years. 

Personal ainity, diferences
The positive outcome was over-
shadowed by the optics surround-
ing the visit — the hugs, images of
Mr. Netanyahu accompanying Mr.
Modi everywhere, the emotional-
ism of meeting young Moshe
Holtzberg, the two leaders walking
barefoot on the beach, Mr. Netan-
yahu recalling his dinner date with
his wife Sara thirty years ago at an
Indian restaurant as he hosted Mr.
Modi for a private dinner… this is
what enabled the two leaders to
personalise the substantive out-
come. 

There is a natural ainity in polit-
ical style that draws both leaders
together. In his irst campaign for
prime ministership in 1996, Mr.

Netanyahu honed his election style
with help from Arthur Finkelstein,
an American consultant who had
been campaign adviser to Repub-
licans like Jesse Helms, Richard
Nixon and Ronald Reagan. Sharp
attacks on opponents, calls for
making ‘peace’ safe, a demilitar-
ised Palestinian state even as he
pushed ahead with Jewish settle-
ments, and polarising sound bites
have now become Mr. Netanyahu’s
trademarks as he has led three suc-
cessive coalition governments
since 2009. 

It is a style familiar to Mr. Modi’s.
His decision to not visit Ramallah
indicates that he is not worried
about vote-bank politics. Both lead-
ers project a strong nationalism,
enjoined with faith. And this is per-
haps where the key diference is —
Israel is a country founded on Zion-
ism and Mr. Modi readily accepted
his host’s impromptu suggestion to
visit the grave of Theodor Herzl,
the founder of Zionism. But when
Mr. Netanyahu makes his return
visit to India, possibly in 2018, and
Mr. Modi accompanies him to Raj
Ghat, they will pay homage to Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the father of the na-
tion who wanted to keep faith apart
from nationalism in independent
India. This is why the Israeli prac-
tice of using a ‘human shield’ by
Major Leetul Gogoi in Kashmir be-
came controversial.

It is worth remembering that
during a visit to Beijing in March,
Mr. Netanyahu had also described
Israel’s relationship with China as
‘a marriage made in heaven’. An Is-
rael-China comprehensive innova-
tion partnership with an outlay of
$300 million has been launched. 

Fortunately, there is enough
content in the India-Israel relation-
ship though successful summitry
depends on personal chemistry
between leaders. Both sides have
agreed to establish a task force to
ensure implementation of the an-
nouncements made. This will en-
sure that the relationship stays on
track and Mr. Netanyahu’s return
visit is a success. 

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and
currently Distinguished Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation. E-mail:
rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

Substance and optics
Though successful summitry depends on personal chemistry, there is enough content in India-Israel ties

rakesh sood
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C
ities in India are governed by
multiple organisations and
authorities which have their

own jurisdictions; thus Indian cit-
ies are characterised by multiple
boundaries. The governing author-
ities in a city include urban local
bodies (ULB) with the primary
functions of service delivery, plan-
ning for socio-economic develop-
ment and regulation of develop-
ment. This results in their
subdivision into diferent wards.
Large cities also have development
authorities, urban development
authorities or improvement trusts
responsible for planning and de-
velopment that divide cities into
various planning zones. Line de-
partments, that is sector-speciic
organisations, deal with the provi-
sion of services in their respective
sectors — the water supply agency
has its own supply zones. Sewage
disposal is also done based on vari-
ous zones. The organisations re-
sponsible for safety and security
delineate another set of zones.
None of these zones is coterminus,
generating a ‘maze of boundaries’.
Since planning aims at achieving a
shared vision, the diferent spatial

entities of the city formed by non-
coterminus boundaries deter ef-
fective planning and good gov-
ernance. This is exempliied in the
case of Delhi, for example. 

India’s capital, the National Cap-
ital Territory of Delhi (NCT)
bordered by Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh covers an area of
1,484 sq.km and has a population
of 16.7 million as per Census 2011.
Being a megacity, urban planning
for promoting and streamlining de-
velopment has always been a na-
tional priority. However, a close
look at multiple governing bodies
and their zones of jurisdiction re-
veals signiicant issues.

A maze in Delhi
Until 2012, Delhi was governed by
three municipal corporations — the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and the Delhi Can-
tonment Board. The area under
the MCD was further sub-divided
into 12 zones. In 2012, the MCD
area was divided into three muni-
cipal corporations — the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation, the
South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion and the East Delhi Municipal
Corporation. Thus the NCT is gov-
erned by ive bodies. In 2012, the
administrative boundaries were re-
formed to include two more dis-
tricts — South East and Shahdara —
to form 11 districts. The Master Plan
for Delhi, 2021, notiied in 2007
and formulated by the Delhi Devel-

opment Authority (DDA), identi-
ies 15 planning zones.

The Delhi Jal Board, the author-
ity responsible for water and
sewage management within the
jurisdiction of the NCT, has delin-
eated 11 zones. The Delhi Police
looks after the safety and security
of 13 districts. The Delhi Traic Po-
lice has divided the NCT into 11 dis-
tricts, which are subdivided into 53
traic circles. The multiple bound-
aries of jurisdictions of all these
governing bodies and their spatial
non-alignment and non-coherence
further reinstates the argument of
a ‘maze of boundaries’.

Such a multiplicity of authorit-
ies is a problem in other metropol-
itan cities too; a minimum organ-
isational set-up was suggested to
bring these multiple agencies on a
common platform to determine a
metropolitan-wide strategy for
planning and implementation.

Since the planned development of
Mumbai was deterred by a multi-
plicity of authorities such as the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpor-
ation. the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authority,
the Maharashtra Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation, the City and
Industrial Development Corpora-
tion of Maharashtra Ltd and the
Maharashtra Housing & Area De-
velopment Authority, a single plan-
ning authority was suggested. 

The Singapore model
In this context, it is instructive to
look at urban development abroad
and learn from best practices.
Singapore, with its planning
boundaries and smart urban devel-
opment, is a good example. The
urban planning boundaries of
Singapore were irst delineated by
the Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity (URA) in the 1991 Concept Plan.
It comprised 55 planning areas or-
ganised into ive planning regions,
namely, the central, west, north,
north-east and east regions. 

The 2014 master plan retains the
ive planning regions and 55 areas
which are further divided into
smaller subzones. The fact to be
noted is that since the implementa-
tion of these boundaries, other de-
partments have also adopted them
for their administrative purposes.
The Statistics Department of Singa-
pore published the 2000 census
based on these planning area
boundaries — earlier, electoral

boundaries were used. Sub-
sequently, further studies were
based on these boundaries as seen
in the 2010 census and 2015 house-
hold survey. Similarly, the Singa-
pore Police Force constituted the
jurisdiction of its neighbourhood
police centres based on these plan-
ning regions, which replaced the
then existing seven land divisions.
As for the administrative and elect-
oral divisions, in 2001, the earlier
nine districts were replaced with
ive districts corresponding to the
urban planning regions of the URA.
Each district was then further di-
vided into town councils and elect-
oral constituencies, which contin-
ues as of now, evident from the
divisions of the 2015 election. The
uniied boundaries of the various
forces in planning and coordinated
eforts have contributed to the
planned and smart urban develop-
ment of Singapore.

In India, the Smart Cities Mis-
sion, an initiative meant to drive
economic growth and improve the
quality of life of people, calls for
appropriate local spatial develop-
ment plans. However, a multipli-
city of boundaries is a deterrent for
proper planning eforts and good
governance. The existing maze of
boundaries needs to be revamped
for more coherent and integrated
planning and governance.

Sanjukkta Bhaduri is Professor,
Department of Urban Planning, School of
Planning and Architecture, Delhi

Redraw the lines for better planning
The Smart Cities Mission calls for appropriate local spatial development plans 

sanjukkta bhaduri
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Boundary stand-of
India and China continue to
remain locked in a stand-of
at the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet
trijunction with no solution
in sight even after three
weeks. China’s attempts to
show India in poor light are
unfortunate, and it must
understand that it requires
two hands to clap. It cannot
bully India into agreeing to
what it says while
undertaking adventurous
expeditions in foreign
territory — in an attempt to
change the ground position.
War is no solution and there
have to be talks to ind an
acceptable solution to
defuse the tension (“Modi,
Xi will not hold talks at G-20
summit”, July 7).
K.R. Srinivasan,

Secunderabad

■ Sadly, India is caught

between Pakistan instigating
terror in the Kashmir Valley
and China intent on
escalating the border issue.
The obstinacy by China and
its irreconcilable stand
stems from its arrogance as
a result of its economic and
military strengths. India is
already under strain over
the Kashmir issue as a result
of provocations from
Pakistan. A similar situation
should not emanate from
China. 
N. Visveswaran,

Chennai

Too much of a focus
We have been normalising
our links with Israel over
several years now and
Narendra Modi’s visit, as the
irst by an Indian Prime
Minister, was in order. What
was not in order was the
overly cinematic optics and

speeches, betraying a lack of
sensitivity. We cannot
ignore Palestine as a cause,
and Iran as our most
important ally in the region.
Both relationships have
been heavily compromised
by the sound and light
shows of this visit. Without
much fanfare, we have been
doing substantial business
with Israel in the areas of
defence hardware,
agriculture, irrigation, water
management and a host of
other technologies and
sectors. Without
showmanship, it was
possible to elevate this to
very big levels. Now, Iran
will be peeved by the
unnecessary optics. Iran
and Russia are critical
countries for us — not just
for our oil/gas needs, but to
checkmate China and
Pakistan quietly. India has

painted itself into a corner
(“PM bids shalom after
business end to trip”, July
7). 
M. Balakrishnan,

Bengaluru

A case of neglect
I share the agony expressed
in the article, “Making of a
monumental crisis” ( July 7),
on the reckless breach of the
100-m no-construction
zone. The Ministry of
Culture seems to be
discarding its role in
preserving monuments and
is playing second iddle to
the Ministry of Transport in
allowing the construction of
roads through the
prohibited boundary areas. 
Even otherwise, we have
3,650 such sites, most of
which are in a bad shape.
Most of us also have a ‘who
cares’ attitude when we visit

heritage sites and often
contribute to the ilth and
ugly conditions at such
places. We lose goodwill too
as foreign visitors are put of
by the unsanitary conditions
at such sites.
Y.G. Chouksey,

Pune

Look at climate change
The research on the link
between El Nino and the
warming of the Bay of
Bengal will serve little
purpose in preventing
calamities (”Scientists ind
out why Chennai was
deluged in 2015,” July 6). It
unwittingly shores up the
Tamil Nadu government’s
stand that heavy rains
caused massive loods and
there was no negligence or
lack of preparedness on
their part. Not surprisingly,
the scientists admit that

their indings are based on
inadequate data and would
need further validation.
Chennai has had eight
catastrophic loods since
1976 — former Chief Minister
M.G. Ramachandran was
himself marooned in 1985 —
and El Nino has been a
subject of study since the
1920s. To be fruitful, our
research on weather must
focus on geo-engineering, or
weather modiications, in
which China claims to have
achieved some success. “If
climate change turns ugly,
then many countries will
start looking at desperate
measures,” says an energy
policy expert. Would it not
be wiser to direct our eforts
to avoid that contingency?
V. Nagarajan,

Chennai
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In Goyara Mugali, the sight of a bloody
battle between the British and Mughal
forces in 1857, the landscape is domin-
ated by the yellowish-brown character-
istic of arid Bundelkhand. Congested
lanes, uneven broken paths, ram-
shackle semi-pucca structures, over-
flowing drains, mounds of filth and dys-
functional handpumps showcase the
infrastructural poverty of the village loc-
ated in Banda district, a few kilometres
from the Ken river. 

Amid this dismal backdrop, Aftab
Mustafa’s tidy, rustic dwelling on the
edge of the slope leading down to the
village’s two large ponds almost feels
like a luxury. But minutes after we step
into his house, the fan stops moving. A
power cut. Unscheduled. Handheld fans
are no match for the searing heat and
humidity — Banda is one of the hottest
districts in India with temperatures
soaring above 47°C.

“Yeh hai bijli ka haal (This is the state
of power supply),” exclaims Aftab. He
quickly puts the disruption behind him
and rummages through a pile of docu-
ments he summons from his room. It
has photos, paper cuttings, receipts and
certificates, some of them inscribed in
the local Bundeli dialect, of the volley-
ball camps and events he has attended
over the years. Aftab’s most prized art-
icle, however, is a plain white piece of
paper on which he has scribbled names
of young men with brief details of their
job status or achievement. There are 20
names on the list.

Volleying for jobs
Over the last three decades, Aftab, a
farmer, has been imparting volleyball
skills for free to young men from his vil-
lage. Not as a recreational activity but
with a focussed aim: jobs. The list of 20
is of those who have either landed gov-
ernment jobs under the sports quota or
excelled in volleyball at the State or na-
tional level. Around a dozen of them
have got employed with the Railways,
paramilitary forces, State-owned com-
panies, etc. Little wonder then that
around here, Aftab is better known as
‘Coach’.

Goyara Mugali’s connection with vol-
leyball dates back several decades. Af-
tab remembers playing since he was 16.
“From the time I was born [in 1963], I
found my elders already had a culture
of playing volleyball. We had some great
players like Munne, Nabbu Kadir, Us-
man Ramza Baba and Gafoor Mukhiya
from this village. Naturally, even I
latched on to the legacy,” he says.

Aftab, however, could never succeed
as a player. Instead, he took up coach-
ing, having picked up enough skills at
the stadium in Banda that came up after
the Emergency. He started taking boys
for selection exams to the top sporting
colleges across Uttar Pradesh, in Luc-
know, Gorakhpur and Dehradun (now
in Uttarakhand), and also got them ad-
mitted to the prestigious sports hostels
in Faizabad, Banda and Allahabad. 

Rizwan Khan (33) and Sharafat Khan
(34) are among the success stories of
Goyara Mugali. While Rizwan is sta-
tioned in the 7th Battalion of the Central
Reserve Police Force in Giridih,
Jharkhand, Sharafat Khan is in the Bor-
der Security Force. Aftab’s wards, they
qualified for the paramilitary through
the sports quota in 2004 and 2006
respectively.

Running on empty
The village lies in the heart of the
drought-prone region, battling bad
crop, water crisis and unemployment.
Migration is high and crime rampant.
“We have to struggle for everything
here. There are no opportunities. Edu-
cational facilities are limited. The only
scope we saw was sports,” says Rizwan,
who was groomed at the Lucknow
Sports College.

Another success story is of Nijaat
Khan, who played the under-19 for India
and today works for Coal India. Then
there is Ijaz Khan, Rizwan’s brother,
who currently works in Ratlam with the
Railways. Ijaz was a batchmate of crick-
eter Suresh Raina at the Lucknow
Sports College.

Inspired by this lot and under Aftab’s
guidance, every morning around two
dozen young men, mostly teenagers,
gather at the makeshift “mini-stadium”
in the village to train. The facilities are
primitive. The stadium came up on land
carved out during redistribution by the
government, with only poles erected for
the net. 

Till a few years back, it did not even
have proper boundary walls until then
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) minister
Vishambhar Nishad provided funds for
its fortification. Even today, the boys
have to purchase the balls and nets
themselves. The local Nehru Yuva
Kendra, established by the Government
of India in 1988 to provide skill-building
avenues to rural youth, is inactive.

“There is a shortage of funds. Those
who qualified for the academies or got
jobs occasionally arrange equipment
and tournaments for the youth,” says
Sharafat, who was in his village for the
Id celebrations.

Despite the difficulties and paucity of
equipment, Aftab has been able to make
a name for himself, even finding recog-
nition by the Bundelkhand Volleyball
Protsahan Samiti. Two years ago, the
district administration appointed him
as its official district volleyball trainer.

However, he resigned in a fit just after
three months complaining that the pra-
dhan and secretary of the gram pan-
chayat of a village, Mawai, tried to ex-
tract bribe from his ₹10,000 monthly
salary. Today, Aftab yearns for the gov-
ernment’s attention.

The battle of 1858
But better volleyball facilities are not the
only thing Goyara Mugali craves for. It
also demands recognition for its storied
past. The village was the site of a bloody
battle between the British forces and
the army of the Nawab of Banda, Ali Ba-
hadur II, during the concluding months
of the First War of Independence. As
per information recorded in the district
gazetteers of Banda and Hamirpur, on
April 19, 1858, an army led by British
Major General Whitlock engaged the
Nawab’s army “on an uneven country
near Goera Mughli, 13 km of [sic]
Banda.” The Nawab had eschewed his
friendship to the British and sent a force
to assist Tantia Tope in an attack on
Charkhari, some say, to honour the
rakhi sent to him by the Rani of Jhansi.
The mutineers proceeded with 850 men
of the 50th Bengal Native Infantry, 200
men of the 23rd Native Infantry and of
the 2nd Regiment Irregular Cavalry,

Gwalior contingent and half a battery of
guns. At Goyara Mugali, however, the
British army drove the Nawab’s army
from three positions successfully across
the Ken, capturing eight guns and
killing 800 people. Banda, then a town,
was captured and the Nawab, who es-
caped from the field, was forced to re-
tire to Indore with an annual pension of
₹36,000.

This battle was one of the last decis-
ive battles marking the end of the
mutiny. “Narayan and Madhu Rao [des-
cendants of Baji Rao Peshwa, who ruled
over parts of Banda] on this, sur-
rendered unconditionally to Whitlock,”
reads the Banda Gazetteer. The Hamir-
pur Gazetteer adds, “With the defeat
and flight of the Nawab the great rebel-
lion as far as this district is concerned
may be said to have come to an end.” 

Today, as one walks through Goyara
Mugali one can still spot markers of the
time of the Mughals in the form of a
Mughal Baba shrine, few old wells,
graves and carvings. And of course its
Muslim inhabitants, most of whom are
Yusufzai Pathans, a Pashtun tribe that
settled in India in the 18th century.

It has been a long-held grouse among
residents of Goyara Mugali that despite
its connection with the freedom
struggle, it did not get its due recogni-
tion from the government. “This is a
deshbhakt (patriotic) village. It is his-
toric. Eight hundred people laid down
their lives here. Because we are Muslim,
there was no special initiative to de-
velop it,” says Asif Khan, the former
pradhan.

He envisions that if the freedom fight-
ers who were martyred that April were
identified, their kin could be provided
pension and development touching the
entire village. Though officials, and
even the youth of the village, are mostly
unaware of the battle, over the years
several officers have acknowledged the
historical significance of the village. In

the 1990s, villagers say, then district po-
lice chief Vijay Kumar had even inspec-
ted the site and was working to prepare
a list of martyrs from the village. “But
nothing came of it. He soon got trans-
ferred,” says Asif, a .315 bore rifle placed
behind him.

Legend of the fall
The rifle is symbolic of the malaise that
has made Goyara Mugali infamous in
the entire region. The village boasts a
bad reputation for crimes, in particular
murders. Since 1923, village elders say,
more than a hundred murders have
taken place in the village, most of them
over interpersonal rivalries and var-
shasva ki ladai (battle of supremacy)
within the Pathan community.

The rivalry between Idris Pehalwan
and Jamil, an uncle-nephew duo, is a
thing of legend. It started over a prop-
erty dispute leading to the murder of a
maternal nephew of Idris by Jamil in
1991. Idris retaliated by murdering a
close aide of Jamil, who then responded
by murdering three relatives of Idris on
a single day. In 1993, Idris got Jamil’s
father murdered. Jamil then murdered
Idris, before himself being gunned
down in 2002. “Things have been quiet
ever since. Migration also helped calm
tension,” says Khalif, a relative of Idris,
who returned to his native place after
several years of working as a labourer in
a sports company in Mumbai.

The embers of distrust, however, still
burn strong. Two days after Id, repres-
entatives from two rival families had to

travel 12 km to the Mataund police sta-
tion to agree on a “compromise.” The
village keeps the police on its toes. “We
ensure that there is a weekly picket in
all villages but for Goyara Mugali it is
daily,” says Anita Chauhan, Mataund
Station House Officer (SHO).

Posted in March this year, Chauhan
says policing challenges here are similar
to other cities/towns in U.P., the topo-
graphy of Bundelkhand making the job
tougher. Goyara Mugali is located near
the edge of Banda close to not just the
Hamirpur district border but also Mad-
hya Pradesh — border areas are usually
susceptible to criminal activities. The
village tops the list of history-sheeters
(habitual offenders) by a long stretch,
with as many as 15 out of the 48 names
hailing from it. But Chauhan insists Goy-
ara Mugali’s crime rate today is “nor-
mal”, attributing it in part to migration
and the youth’s interest in sports.

Waiting for redemption
Despite its notoriety, there are instances
of cooperation with the authorities,
adds SHO Chauhan. The villagers aided
in the ‘encounter killing’ of the leader of
the Raj Karan gang in the early ’90s. Go-
yara Mugali has also a little tale of com-
posite culture. Despite being predomin-
antly Muslim, its residents elected the
lone Brahmin inhabitant, Shiv Dayal
Pandit, as the pradhan for over three
decades not just because of his goodwill
but also so that he may not have to leave
the village out of insecurity. “What can I
say? The people showered my father
with faith and love,” acknowledges his
son, Suresh Mishra.

Goyara Mugali also faces basic susten-
ance problems, as it falls in the drought-
prone zone. The fact that Daddu
Prasad, who was village development
minister in the BSP government of 2012-
17, hailed from Goyara Mugali, seems to
have done nothing to alter its fortune.
Last summer, its main water source, the
two big lakes, were bone-dry. Things are
not so bad this year, even as farmers
continue to reel under debt, unpaid
compensation for crop damage and
poor irrigation. Water-boring has
proved difficult due to the rough ter-
rain, and there is not a single govern-

ment tube well, canal or pipeline close
to the village. The industrial area of
Banda is a few kilometres away but it
isn’t exactly a hub of activity. Around
3,000 men from the village work as mi-
grants in cities such as Surat, Mumbai
and Delhi, says Mubarak Pehalwan, who
himself spent time working in Meerut
for a few years. A major problem is the
village’s minimal educational facilities.
It has a high school for boys whereas
the girls can only study till Class VIII. Ac-
cording to the 2011 Census, the female
literacy rate in the village was a dismal
50.86%, while the average was 60.48%,
still less than the State average. “We
submitted many memorandums to the
administration over the years demand-
ing an inter college [classes up to
twelfth standard] but they did not act. If
our boys and girls won’t study, how will
we develop,” asks Asif Khan.

Aftab believes that given its rich pool
of talent and culture of volleyball, Goy-
ara Mugali could be developed as a local
hub for the sport. “If coaching facilities
and proper equipment are provided to
the boys, imagine what a resource they
will be for the State,” he says. Among
those he trained is Inayat, 21, who
dropped out of college in first year due
to financial constraints. Unemployed,
he is inspired by success stories like
Rizwan and Sharafat. But training costs
money. “Our coach keeps our morale
high. But it would have been so much
better if the government provided us
some facilities. That would also encour-
age our parents to allow us to train,”
says Inayat.

But a job is not always guaranteed.
Arif, who stays at the Rae Bareli sports
hostel, represented Uttar Pradesh in the
national championship seven times but
is still without a job. Numann, who was
trained by the Sports Authority of India
in Gorakhpur, is in the same boat. “I re-
quest the government to select these
meritorious boys as coaches and also
provide jobs to those with gold medals.
There is also plenty of land in the village
for setting up a training institute or
coaching centre. It used to be a village
of ladai-jhagda (quarrels and fights), but
look at the talent. If only all this poten-
tial could be channelised,” says Aftab.

The ‘coach’: “Over the last three decades, Aftab Mustafa, a farmer, has been imparting volleyball skills for free to young men from his village. Not as a recreational activity but with a focussed aim: jobs.” (Sitting left to right)
Sharafat Khan, Rizwan Khan, Aftab Mustafa and Tauqueer, a former colleague of Aftab from his volleyball playing days. * RAJEEV BHATT

A spike in the footprints of time 
Goyara Mugali in Bundelkhand fell of the map after its inhabitants waged a battle against the British during the First War of Independence. Volleyball has come to its
rescue, but only just. Omar Rashid reports on the struggle of the village as it battles now to stay aloat

Goyara Mugali lies in the heart of a drought-prone region, battling bad crop, water crisis and unemployment. Migration is high and
crime rampant.

<> This is a deshbhakt village. It is

historic. Eight hundred people

laid down their lives here.

Because we are Muslim, there

was no special initiative to

develop it.

Asif Khan,

Former pradhan

“The rile is symbolic of the malaise that has made Goyara Mugali infamous in the
region.” (Left to right) Khaliq, Mubarak Pehalwan and former pradhan Asif Khan
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sources of deadly arms
reaching the terrorists can
be ended,” he added. Mr.
Modi also pitched for con-
crete cooperation among
the G20 countries with fo-
cus on cyber security. 

Later, in an address to
BRICS leaders, Prime Minis-
ter Modi “appreciated” the
momentum in the bloc un-
der the Chinese chairman-
ship. 

Extends full cooperation
He also extended full co-
operation and best wishes
to China for the next BRICS
summit in the Chinese city
of Xiamen later this year.

Chinese official news
agency Xinhua said Mr. Xi
urged BRICS countries to
push for “peaceful settle-
ment” of regional conflicts
and disputes and to consol-
idate the role of the G20
mechanism “as the premier
platform for international
economic cooperation.” 

“Some nations are using ter-
rorism for achieving polit-
ical goals,” Mr. Modi said at
the G20 summit, in a clear
reference to Pakistan.

Mr. Modi said Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad
and the Haqqani network
were active in South Asia
like Daesh (IS) and al-Qaeda
were in West Asia and Boko
Haram in Nigeria. While LeT
and JeM have been targeting
India, the Haqqani network
has been repeatedly carry-
ing out attacks in Afgh-
anistan, including on Indian
assets there.

“Their only ideology is to
spread hatred and commit
massacres,” Mr. Modi said.

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) and other
mechanisms to choke
sources of funds to terror-
ists should be strengthened,
he said. On the pattern of
FATF, an Explosives Action
Task Force (EATF) should be
constituted “so that the

Modi targets Pakistan
for backing terror

lead to the falling of a can-
didate’s rank by 1000 to
2000,” the petition said.

When the petitioner ar-
gued that the All India Rank
list should be rectified after
sifting students who had at-
tempted to answer the
wrong questions from those
who had not, Attorney Gen-
eral K.K. Venugopal, for the
government, said this would
indeed be a labyrinthine
task. On June 30, the court
had issued notice to the
Ministry of Human Re-
source Development on a
plea seeking quashing of the
IIT-JEE 2017 rank list.

The petition said the bo-
nus marks should be given
only to students who had at-
tempted to answer the ques-
tions, or in the alternative
the exam should be conduc-
ted afresh. 

She said statistics reveal the
aftermath of the authorities’
action. Out of 1.59 lakh stu-
dents who appeared for the
exam, 50,455 were declared
to be qualified for admission
to various IITs this year. 

On the contrary, the peti-
tion contended, only 36,566
made it last year.

JEE (Advanced) is the
second phase of the IIT en-
trance tests and is conduc-
ted by one of the IITs annu-
ally. The All India Rank list is
prepared subsequently and
various IITs are allotted to
successful candidates.

“Due to the distribution
of bonus marks, nearly
20,000 students, who were
not deserving, qualified for
the cut-off... this has ad-
versely affected several mer-
itorious students... Even a
difference of one mark may

Supreme Court stays
IIT admission process

The hearing started with
Justice Chelameswar enquir-
ing why the court had not
heard the main plea on the
constitutionality of Aadhaar
despite a Bench led by him,
way back in 2015, having re-
ferred this for hearing by a
Constitution Bench.

A three-judge Bench led
by Justice Chelameswar had
on October 7, 2015 referred
to a Constitution Bench the
question whether a person
can voluntarily shed his
right to privacy by enrolling
for Aadhaar to easily access
government welfare
services.

However, the court on
Friday also took note of the
Aadhaar Act giving the
scheme statutory status.

Mr. Venugopal, who had
earlier agreed to team up
with Mr. Divan to approach
the Chief Justice of India for
setting up an appropriate
Bench to decide the consti-
tutionality of Aadhaar,
threatened to withdraw, say-
ing “if he [Divan] continues
to call India a concentration
camp, I will not join hands
with him.”

“I reiterate my statement.
It is not hyperbolic. In fact it
was an understatement.
Shall I use the word totalit-
arian,” Mr. Divan, along with
advocate Vipin Nair, retor-
ted, but later told the court
that he would make men-
tion before the Chief Justice
next week for an Aadhaar
Bench.

Aadhaar is not
totalitarian: Centre

“Your job is to take steps to
prevent farmers’ suicides
and not go around distribut-
ing compensation after they
commit suicide,” the Su-
preme Court told the Tamil
Nadu government on Friday.

The court said the “actual
job” of the government is to
“directly address the ground
reality of farmers’ suicides”.

“Your approach has to be
preventive and not compens-
atory,” a Bench of Justices
Dipak Misra and A.M. Khan-
wilkar addressed Additional
Solicitor-General P.
Narasimha, for the State
government.

Tamil Nadu had claimed
that it was “always sensitive
to the plight of farmers”,
paying relief from the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief Fund

to the families of deceased,
poor farmers. 

In an affidavit, the State
had said that it had so far dis-
bursed ₹2.46 crore to the
families of 82 farmers who
died. Each family had got ₹3
lakh.

‘Loss of dignity’
A counsel for an association
of Tamil Nadu farmers said
the reason behind farmers’
suicides is the loss of dignity.
“Banks take coercive steps if
farmers fail to pay their agri-
cultural loans. This hurts
their dignity and sense of
pride. Most of them are small
farmers, they opt to take
their own lives,” N. Rajara-
man submitted.

Court’s amicus curiae and
advocate Gopal Sank-
aranarayanan seconded the
submission, saying “if the

bank takes away a man’s
tractor because his crops
failed owing to heavy rains,
such a step is indeed coer-

cion”. “If coercive steps are
taken against farmers by
banks for defaults on agricul-
tural loans, there should be

intervention from you,”
Justice Misra addressed the
State government.

“Is there any mechanism
by which a distressed small
farmer subject to coercion
can move the administra-
tion? Can he even do so,”
Justice Khanwilkar asked the
State.

“And if there is, farmers
need to know about such a
mechanism,” Justice Misra
emphasised.

‘Not aware of schemes’
Mr. Sankaranarayanan said
schemes like the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana —
which the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment called a “game-
changer” — is backed by a
good intent but farmers do
not know about such
schemes because of lack of
last-mile connectivity.

“So how will you get rid of
middlemen? Suppose in
Tamil Nadu, a crop is harves-
ted, you [State] sell it for
them and ensure they get the
minimum support price.
This can be done to stop any
coercion from middlemen,”
Justice Misra observed.

An earlier affidavit in the
case, the State had blamed
heart attacks, illness, and “in
certain cases”, suicides for
deaths of its farmers reeling
under severe drought.

The Supreme Court had
recently recorded in an or-
der that the plight of the
farmers “has the potentiality
to disturb the conscience of
any sensitive soul” even as
Tamil Nadu government
claimed that it has always
“hand-held” its poor farmers
through their times of
distress.

Prevent farmer suicides, SC tells T.N. govt.
Your job is not to go around and distribute compensation after deaths, you should stop coercive action by banks, says court

Ground reality: A ile photo of Tamil Nadu farmers during their
protest at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. * V. SUDERSHAN

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi has ques-
tioned Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s “silence” on
Chinese incursions, and
slammed the Central gov-
ernment over its “indiffer-
ence” on the issue.

“Why is our Prime Min-
ister silent on China?” he
asked on Twitter on Friday.

Simultaneously, in an
article on its website, the
Congress said the Modi
government’s foreign
policy was defined by “the
Prime Minister’s search for
holiday destinations and
photo opportunities” in-
stead of serving India’s in-
terests. 

“His (Modi’s) foreign
policy is defined by ‘hyper-
bole and empty rhetoric’.
He believes, falsely, that
talking tough in election
rallies is the same as being
tough on China on the dip-
lomatic front,” the article
continued, stressing that in
the UPA government’s 10-
year-long rule, former PM
Manmohan Singh had en-
sured that India balanced
its relations with all major
world powers. “We en-
sured that any transgres-
sion on the part of China
was deftly handled and the
UPA understood the nature
of global politics and dip-
lomacy,” the article stated.

Hitting out at Mr. Modi,
the article says that China,
realising that Mr. Modi was
a “master bluster rather
than a man of action”, had,
through its government-
controlled media made
open threats to India and
talked of teaching us a ‘bit-
ter lesson’. 

Rahul
questions
PM’s silence 
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi 

The National Campaign
Against Mob Lynchings
(NCAML) released a draft
law of the Manav Suraksha
Kanoon on Friday to tackle
such killings and asked the
Modi government to get it
passed by Parliament in the
upcoming monsoon ses-
sion. 

Prakash Ambedkar,
grandson of B.R. Ambedkar,
released the document,
along with NCAML core
members Tehseen Poon-
awalla and Shehla Rashid, in
the presence of lawyer San-
jay Hegde and Shehzad
Poonawalla here at the Con-
stitution Club. 

The NCAML was
launched last month by Mr.
Poonawalla, along with Ms.
Rashid, Kanhaiya Kumar
and Jignesh Mewani. The
move comes in the wake of
alleged government indiffer-
ence to mob killings in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

The draft law includes a
definition of ‘mob’ and
‘lynching’, suggests that
lynching be made a non-
bailable offence, recom-
mends immediate suspen-
sion of the SHO of the area
until a time-bound judicial
probe takes place and man-
dates life imprisonment for
those convicted of such
killings.

The draft also has India-
specific provisions stating
how mobs are created, with
technology being used for
rumour-mongering. It states
that a peaceful protest
against leaders, policies etc.
cannot be termed as a mob.
Under the draft law, video-
graphic evidence of surviv-
ors’ statements would also
act as evidence.

It also has provisions for a
time-bound judicial enquiry,
which should not take more
than six months. Even com-
pensation and rehabilitation
has been recommended for
the victims’ families.

Make it a non-bailable ofence: NCAML

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Call for law to
end mob killings 

Jammu and Kashmir, the
only State to miss the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) rol-
lout bus on July 1, will join
the new tax regime from Fri-
day night as the State As-
sembly passed a Bill amid
Opposition boycott.

The Assembly passed the
Bill to adopt the presidential
order that “offers safeguards
to its special status”. Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti
said “J&K cannot get bigger
azadi [freedom] than this or-
der, restoring the lost sanc-
tity of our Assembly.” 

Fresh clauses
The order called for incor-
poration of fresh clauses un-
der Article 246 of the Consti-
tution. “Under 246A (1), the
Legislature of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir shall
have powers to make laws
with respect to goods and
services tax levied by the
State.” 

However, the order said,
Parliament shall have power
to make laws with respect to

goods and services tax levied
by the Union.

Thanking President
Pranab Mukherjee, PM Nar-
endra Modi and Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley, Ms.
Mufti said, “This act of the
Centre will be written in

golden words in Kashmir’s
history.” 

The National Conference
boycotted the Assembly pro-
ceedings describing it as
“sham”. The Congress also
staged a walkout in protest
when the Bill was tabled. 

Bill passed in the Assembly, safeguards special status; Mehbooba thanks leaders

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Keeping watch: A CRPF jawan on duty during a curfew in the
Old City, Srinagar, on Friday. * NISSAR AHMAD

GST inally comes into force in J&K 

China said on Friday that
“ulterior motives” promp-
ted India to include the tri-
junction with Bhutan in the
Sikkim stand-off and asser-
ted that New Delhi’s accept-
ance of the 1890 Sino-Brit-
ish treaty on the
boundaries in the area
should not change with the
passage of time.

“The so-called tri-junc-
tion point as the name im-
plies is a point instead of a
line or an area,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang told a
media briefing here.

Asked about India’s as-
sertion that China is violat-
ing the agreement reached
by the Special Representat-
ives on the boundary in
2012 over the tri-junction,
Mr. Geng said the road be-
ing built by China had noth-
ing to do with it.

‘Trespass by India’
Mr. Geng said the conven-
tion between Great Britain
and China relating to
Sikkim in 1890 stated that

the Sikkim section of the
boundary commences from
the east of Mount Gipmo-
chi. 

“The illegal trespass by
the Indian troops took
place at the Sikkim section
of the India-China bound-
ary, 2,000 metres away
from the Mount Gipmochi,”

he said. The Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson
asserted that the issue had
“nothing to do with the tri-
junction point” and China
had not breached the 2012
agreement.

Asked to provide exact
coordinates of the tri-junc-
tion, he said he had no in-

formation on it. Mr. Geng
also sought to justify Chi-
na’s road building, saying
that it was not part of the
Doklam area.

Questions India’s stand
He questioned India’s stand
that Doklam is part of the
strategic tri-junction also

known as the Chicken’s
Neck, which is the key cor-
ridor connecting India with
its north-eastern States. “In
disregard of the boundary
convention, the Indian side
takes entire Doklam area as
part of the tri-junction.
That is out of ulterior
motives,” Mr. Geng said.

Delhi has ‘ulterior motives’, asserts Beijing
Says the issue had ‘nothing to do with the tri-junction point’ and China had not breached the 2012 agreement 

Press Trust of India

Beijing

Bone of contention: A ile photo of the Nathu La pass border in north Sikkim. * VIJAY SONEJI

A fresh controversy broke
out on Friday after a prom-
inent think tank associated
with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) claimed that
China had denied visas for
its academic delegation
even though the Chinese
Embassy here claimed that
the delegation had been is-
sued them. 

Late night statement
Initial announcements and
social media messages from

the think tank indicated
that this was the first such
cancellation of visas for a
think tank delegation after
the launch of the India-
China Think Tanks Forum
on 9-10 December 2016.
However, the Chinese Em-
bassy in a late evening press
release clarified that the
delegation had received
visas on time. 

The Hindu had learnt that
a seven-member delegation
from the think tank was
scheduled to travel to
Fudan University in Shang-

hai with which the India
Foundation had signed an
agreement in 2015. 

An official of the Chinese
Embassy said on Friday
evening in an emailed press
statement, “As far as I
know, all seven members of
India Foundation delega-
tion to visit China got their
visas on time. None of the
visa applications was
denied. The delegation will
visit China as scheduled.”

Initially it was reported
that India Foundation’s
chief, the BJP’s national

Suresh Prabhu, Nirmala
Sitharaman and Jayant
Sinha as members.

Ironically, think tanks
have come under focus re-
peatedly since the forma-
tion of the India-China
Think Tanks Forum. 

Weeks after the forma-
tion of the Forum, the or-
ganisation that co-organ-
ised the event, the Institute
of Chinese Studies, suffered
a setback after the Ministry
of External Affairs revised
its autonomous funding
mechanism. 

general secretary Ram
Madhav was to lead the del-
egation. 

However, Mr Madhav
later tweeted that the re-
port was wrong and said, “I
was not in the delegation. It
was supposed to be an aca-
demic delegation. After the
denial of visa to two re-
searchers, the Foundation
called off the visit.” 

Important members
Apart from Mr. Madhav, the
India Foundation also has
Union Ministers M.J. Akbar,

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Visa given to think tank members, says China
Seven-member team was to travel to Fudan University in Shanghai 

Social networking sites
were blocked and internet
services stopped in the
Kashmir Valley on Friday
as part of unprecedented
security measures to foil
any attempt by supporters
of the slain Hizbul
Mujahideen commander,
Burhan Wani, to pose a law
and order problem. 

Local alleged that on the
first death anniversary of
Wani, his home town, Tral,
was sealed from all sides. 

“This is the first time
that Friday prayers were
not allowed at Tral’s main
shrine,” said Khanqah-Faiz-
Panah shrine president
Bashir Ahmad. As a
precautionary measure,
curfew was imposed in
parts of Srinagar and
Pulwama on Friday.

Security
beefed up 
in Valley
Special correspondent

Srinagar

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis survived
yet another helicopter mis-
hap at Alibaug on Friday
raising questions on the
quality and safety of chop-
pers used for VVIP
operations.

Sources confirmed to The

Hindu it was a close shave
for the chief minister as the
chopper suddenly took off
unexpectedly even as its ro-
tors were moving in full
swing, nearly brushing Mr.
Fadnavis and his Personal
Assistant walking towards it.

Senior officials accompa-
nying Mr. Fadnavis con-
firmed the incident oc-
curred when the chopper
was in a “surface taxied pos-
ition” when the skids
aligned to the wheels were
suddenly removed by the
ground staff resulting in a
“forward cyclic movement”.

This caught the two pilots
off guard, who were forced

to gain airspeed and lift the
chopper off the ground,
senior officials accompany-
ing chief minister told The

Hindu. Officials said some
action is likely to be initiated
against the pilot and private
agency responsible for run-
ning the fleet.

“We were walking in the
direction of the chopper
when it suddenly took off
because the ground staff re-
moved the skids too soon,”
said an official. 

Fadnavis survives yet

another chopper mishap

Questions raised on aviation safety

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Maharashra CM Devendra
Fadnavis inaugurating a
theatre in Alibaug, Raigad,
on Friday. * SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT
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Two days ago, senior Bihar
BJP leader Sushil Modi had,
in a press conference in
Delhi demanded that State
chief minister Nitish Kumar
act against ministers in his
government, Tejaswi and Tej
Pratap Yadav, sons of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav for
alleged instances of graft.

On Friday, as the CBI con-
ducted raids at 12 sites re-
lated to these charges, there
was an air of expectation in
party circles over Mr. Ku-
mar’s next move, including a
possibility that there might
be a crack in the Mahagath-
bandhan government .

This was articulated by
Minister of State for Medium
and Small Enterprises and
senior Bihar BJP leader Giri-
raj Singh, who lost no time in

demanding that Mr. Kumar
act to keep his government
free of charges of graft. 

“Law is takings its course;
now Nitish Kumarji cannot
remain a mute spectator. He
will have to speak out and
state his stand clearly,” Mr.
Singh said.

Political action
Senior BJP leaders were of
the view that the raids could
precipitate political action in
Bihar, and, Mr. Kumar may
be forced to act against his al-
lies to save his clean image —
at the very least ask for the
resignation of Mr. Lalu
Prasad’s sons. There was also
talk that nearly a dozen
MLAs from the RJD had
failed to attend a meeting in
support of the opposition’s
presidential candidate, Meira
Kumar. It is also anticipated
that six Congress MLAs

might break ranks and vote
for Ram Nath Kovind.

“Things are moving fast,
and we have heard that Nit-
ish has asked for a meeting of
party leaders in Patna on Sat-
urday. The fact that no one
from JD(U) spoke in public,
not even to support their ally
indicates that there is some-
thing afoot,” said a senior BJP
office-bearer.

The BJP has been looking
at the graft charges levelled
against Mr. Yadav’s family
and Mr. Kumar’s less than
equanimous contemplation
of it as a “window for an exit
from the Mahagathbandhan”
for the latter. 

However, the absence of
RJD MLAs from Ms. Meira
Kumar’s meeting has left
them feeling nervous as it
may not be the BJP that the
Bihar Chief Minister may
turn to for support. 

After raids, BJP awaits big crack in grand alliance
Air of expectation over Nitish’s next move; leaders urge
the Chief Minister to remove Lalu’s sons from Ministry

From the horse’s mouth: Lalu Prasad addresses the media
after the CBI raids, in Ranchi on Friday. * PTI 

Early on Friday morning,
about two dozen CBI officials
in a convoy of SUVs swooped
down on 10 Circular Road in
Patna, home of Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu
Prasad, and his two sons Tej
Pratap Yadav and Tejaswi Ya-
dav, Health Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister re-
spectively in the Bihar
cabinet.

For over 10 hours, the in-
vestigating officials searched
every nook and cranny of
the spacious bungalow and
are said to have interrogated
the family members — except
Mr. Prasad who was in Ran-
chi — separately in connec-
tion with the corruption
charges against them. 

Entry to the sprawling
bungalow was restricted
with media persons jostling

outside for a glimpse of the
action inside. 

As the day wore on, sev-
eral RJD leaders and workers
gathered outside the gates.
Police presence and
patrolling was beefed up. By
late afternoon the waiting
journalists turned restive,
impatient for information on

events within. Later a scuffle
broke out between RJD sup-
porters and media persons.
The large police contingent
looked on.

It was after sunset when
the cavalcade of SUVs left the
premises and sped away to
the local CBI headquarters
located in the same neigh-

promise with corruption,”
said senior State BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi. “What
more proof does Nitish Ku-
mar need to be convinced
that they were involved in
corruption?” 

However, no JD(U) leader
has made a public statement
on the raids. Party spokes-
persons refused to com-
ment, reportedly on the in-
structions of Mr. Kumar, who
abruptly left Patna on
Thursday for Rajgir. Officials
said he was keeping a close
watch on developments in
the capital. 

The district administra-
tion has tightened security at
the State BJP and JD(U)
headquarters. “Security in
all districts has been beefed
up and patrolling intensi-
fied,” said S.K. Singhal, addi-
tional Director General of Po-
lice (headquarter).

bourhood. News filtered out
that apart from documents,
the CBI officials had also
seized laptops and tablets
belonging to Tej Pratap Ya-
dav and Tejaswi Yadav.

Slogans against Modi
While the assembled media
personnel dispersed, the RJD
supporters remained at the
gate, waiting for their party
chief to address them. Some
raised slogans in favour of
Mr. Prasad and against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Earlier, in the day, the op-
position BJP demanded that
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
should sack Mr. Prasad’s
minister sons and register an
FIR against the Deputy Chief
Minister.

“Now, it is for Nitish Ku-
mar to take a call on whether
he should sack Lalu’s sons
from his cabinet or com-

Coalition allies refuse to comment; RJD leaders, workers wait for Lalu Prasad’s response 

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

Patna holds its breath after day-long CBI raids

Chink in the armour: A policeman stands guard inside RJD chief
Lalu Prasad’s residence during the CBI raids. * PTI

The first direct Air India
flight from Delhi to Wash-
ington D.C. landed on Fri-
day at the Dulles Interna-
tional Airport, connecting
the capitals of the world’s
two largest democracies.

The flight, AI 103, was
accorded a water cannon
salute and traditional gate-
side prayer ceremony
upon its landing at the air-
port. Air India has de-
ployed its 238-seater Boe-
ing 777-200 LR aircraft to
cater to the new direct ser-
vice to the U.S. The plane
offers eight seats in first
class, 35 in business and
195 in economy class.

Direct light
from Delhi to
Washington 
Press Trust of India 

Washington

Civil Aviation Secretary R.N.
Choubey said on Friday In-
dia was the only country
other than North Korea to
not allow Wi-Fi facility in air-
craft. Mr. Choubey said se-
curity agencies were still not
convinced about allowing in-
flight Wi-Fi services. 

“Even international air-
lines flying over India have
to switch off Wi-Fi when
they travel over India,” Mr.
Choubey said. 

Mr. Choubey said the In-
dian Air Force controlled
two-thirds of Delhi's air-
space, causing flights to
hover above for long, which

led to the wastage of fuel
and escalated airfare, and
that “civil aviation needs to
be harmonised with the
IAF”. He was speaking at the
a seminar on international
aviation security organised
by National Security Guard.

UDAN scheme
The Secretary said security
at the new airports inducted
under the recently an-
nounced regional connectiv-
ity scheme UDAN would be
“airport specific”.

The cost of security at air-
ports is to be reimbursed by
the airport operator and
only 15 of the 115 airports op-
erated by Airport Authority

of India are making a profit,
he said. “One of the signific-
ant reasons for losses [in-
curred by airports] is secur-
ity,” Mr. Choubey said. “We
are trying to have a template

of an aircraft-centric secur-
ity, rather than [that of ] the
entire airport. If I do not find
a balance between growth
and security, growth will
come to an end,” he said. 

“At many international
airports, the road runs right
under the runway...[and] air-
craft on the top. In India, we
don't permit this as some-
body can put a bomb and
blow up the tunnel....we are
exploring whether we can
have bomb-proof tunnels,"
said Mr. Choubey. 

The Aviation Secretary
said that though intelligence
agencies had “veto power”,
they should look for innovat-
ive solutions. 

Civil Aviation Secretary calls for innovative solutions to make airports more viable

Vijaita Singh 

NEW DELHI

North Korea is the only other
nation to disallow the
service, says R.N. Choubey.

‘India still edgy about in-light Wi-Fi’

A day after the brief arrest of
representatives of several
farmers’ organisations near
Mandsaur in Madhya Pra-
desh, a march across States
and aiming to converge on
Delhi on July 18 moves on.

Those briefly arrested and
released later on Thursday
include social activist Medha
Patkar, CPI(M)’s Hannan
Mollah and Subhashini Ali,
and farmer leader Raju Sh-
etty. The Swaraj Abhiyan of
Yogendra Yadav is also part
of the march.

The march was planned in

the wake of five farmers dy-
ing in police firing in Mand-
saur recently. The march will
visit Maharashtra and also go
to poll-bound Gujarat and

Rajasthan. Key demands of
farmers in M.P. are a good
minimum support price
(MSP), which should be 1.5-
times the cost of production
and a complete loan waiver.
Around this region in M.P.
alone, 41 farmers have com-
mitted suicide recently.

“They had bumper crops
this year, unlike last year.
But while they got ₹6,000
per quintal on garlic last
year, the government offered
₹2,000 this year. In effect,
they do not get even ₹1,000
as the government is not
buying their produce,” Ms.
Ali said.

Farmers’ organisations
continue march to Delhi 
Their demands include good MSP, complete loan waiver

Vikas Pathak

INDORE

A rally against the police
iring in Mandsaur on
Thursday. * PTI

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
questioned the Modi gov-
ernment’s motives in raking
up the cases against RJD
leader and former Bihar
Chief Minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav at a point when the
Opposition parties were be-
ginning to unite against it.

“The law of the land must
take its own course in an im-
partial and just manner,”
Congress communications
chief Randeep Surjewala
said, while pointing out, “..
when law-enforcing agen-
cies like the CBI/ED become
‘captive puppets’ of the BJP
government, acting as its
‘Dirty Tricks Department’ to
seek revenge against polit-
ical opponents, it doesn't
bode well for democracy.”

Mr. Surjewala said the
case against Mr. Yadav dates
back to 2004 but the FIR
was lodged in 2017, even
though the BJP has been in
power for three years.

Though the allegation is
that the so-called lease was
given via a tender in 2004,

the Railways have not yet
taken any action. Did that
mean, Mr. Surjewala asked,
the lease had either been
cancelled or the property
taken back by the Railways?
He also wished to know
whether the Railways had
filed a criminal complaint to
the CBI, and whether there
was an anomaly in the
tender process. Why had
the Railways not cancelled
everything for 14 years? In
the absence of any action by
the Railways, Mr. Surjewala
said, “doubts certainly arise
on the bona fides of the CBI
and the BJP government.”

‘Cases due to failures’
The Congress communica-
tions chief alleged that as
the BJP’s “failures” — its in-
ability to provide employ-
ment, deal with the agricul-
tural crisis, or to
countrywide opposition to
the GST — were mounting,
forcing Opposition parties
to unite against it, “a spate
of criminal cases” had been
“unleashed against Opposi-
tion leaders.”

‘Why rake up case
against Lalu now?’

Cong. questions Centre’s motives

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief
Lalu Prasad’s younger son
and Deputy Chief Minister
Tejaswi Yadav lost his cool
when he saw the logo of a
newly launched English
private news channel at a
press meet on Friday. 

The RJD chief, who
reached Patna late on Fri-
day evening, had called the
press meet to reiterate
what he had said in Ranchi
earlier in the day. 

“You please go away
from here… you’ve come
to create a drama,” Mr. Te-
jaswi Yadav told the re-
porter of Republic TV,
which had recently broad-
cast an audio tape al-
legedly of the RJD chief in a
telephone conversation
with party leader and in-
carcerated strongman of Si-
wan Mohd Shahabuddin.
When the journalist con-
fronted Mr. Tejaswi Yadav,
the latter yelled, “your
channel is anti-national”.

At this, Mr. Prasad inter-
vened and asked his son
not to give journalists
“news headlines.” 

Tejaswi vents
ire at TV
channel
Special Correspondent

Patna
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WORLD

Mattis airms U.S.-Qatar
cooperation: Pentagon
WASHINGTON

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim

Mattis reairmed America’s

strategic security partnership

with Qatar on Thursday, the

Pentagon said, amid a

diplomatic crisis in the Gulf. It

was also announced that

Secretary of State Rex

Tillerson will travel to Kuwait

— the key mediator— on July

10 to discuss the row. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Two Iraqi journalists
killed by IS near Mosul
BAGHDAD

Two Iraqi television

journalists were killed by the

Islamic State (IS) while a third

was trapped on Friday in the

same village south of Mosul.

IS infiltrated Imam Gharbi this

week, seizing territory in the

village and kidnapping

civilians, prompting Iraqi

forces to counterattack to try

to oust the jihadists. AFP

122 nations adopt treaty
banning nuclear weapons
UNITED NATIONS

A global treaty banning

nuclear weapons was adopted

at the UN on Friday despite

opposition from the United

States, Britain, France and

other nuclear powers that

boycotted negotiations. The

treaty was adopted by 122

nations. The Netherlands

voted against it while

Singapore abstained. AFP

28 inmates dead after
Mexico prison brawl
MEXICO CITY

A brawl on Thursday among

rival gangs in a prison in the

Mexican resort city of

Acapulco left at least 28

people dead and three

wounded, authorities said.

The violence began before

dawn. The military, along

with the State and federal

police, were called in to help

re-establish order. NYT 

U.S. President Donald Trump
and Russian leader Vladimir
Putin held their first face-to-
face meeting on Friday at a
G20 summit marred by viol-
ent protests and a rift
between America and its
Western allies over climate
change and trade.

At the meeting, which
stretched over two hours,
the Russian President denied
Kremlin interfered in the U.S.
presidential election last
year. Mr. Putin and Mr.
Trump, however, agreed that
the issue had become a
hindrance to better relations
between the two powers,
said U.S. Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson, who attended
the meeting along with Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov. Speaking to report-
ers after the meeting, Mr.
Tillerson said the two leaders
had agreed to continue the
discussion, with an eye to-
ward securing a commit-
ment that Russia won’t inter-
fere in U.S. affairs in the
future. Mr. Lavrov told re-
porters that Mr. Trump had
accepted Mr. Putin’s assur-
ances that Russia didn’t
meddle in the election.

Ceasefire deal
In their meeting, the two
leaders also discussed a
ceasefire deal for southwest-
ern Syria that was reached by
Russia and the U.S. Though
the U.S. and Russia have held
conflicting views on Syria,
Mr. Tillerson said Russia had
an interest in seeing the West
Asian nation become stable.

Earlier, before the start of
their meeting, the U.S. Pres-
ident told his Russian coun-
terpart: “We look forward to
a lot of very positive things
happening for Russia, for the
United States and for every-
one concerned.” 

Mr. Putin told the U.S.
leader: “I’m delighted to be
able to meet you personally
Mr. President. And I hope as
you have said, our meeting
will yield concrete results.”

Trump, Putin meet at protest-marred G20 summit 
It’s an honour to be with you, U.S. President tells his Russian counterpart, who assured him Kremlin did not interfere in the presidential election

Associated Press 

Hamburg 

Ground zero: (Clockwise from left) U.S. President Donald
Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin greet each other
ahead of their meeting on the sidelines of the G20 summit in
Hamburg; a woman protests on a road blocked of by police
oicers; and the world leaders attending the summit pose for a
group photo. * REUTERS, AP

Nearly all G20 leaders
agreed on Friday on the
need for free and fair trade,
but some differences of
opinion mean officials
drafting the summit’s final
communiqué still had a long
night’s work ahead, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
said.

Ms. Merkel was speaking
at the end of the first day of
the summit, where U.S.
President Donald Trump's
protectionist instincts and

opposition to the Paris
Climate Agreement risked
isolating him in a forum set
up to improve global policy
coordination after the 2007
financial crisis.

“On the issue of trade,
virtually everyone believes
we need free but also fair
trade,” she said. “However, I
can predict that as far as
trade is concerned in the
communiqué, the sherpas
have a lot of work ahead of
them tonight.”

Discussions remained
fraught on trade. “I hope
they can bring us a good

result tonight. But here the
discussions are very
difficult, I don’t want to talk
around that,” she said.

Ms. Merkel pressed fellow
Group of 20 leaders to
compromise. “We all know
the big global challenges
and we know that time is
pressing. And so solutions
can only be found if we are
ready for compromise and
move towards each other,
but without — and I stress
this — bending too much,
because of course we can
also state clearly when there
are differences.”

World leaders,
meanwhile, acknowledged
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s divergent stance on
climate change, according
to a draft communiqué seen
by the AFP on Friday.

Irreversible accord
The draft underlines that
the 2015 Paris climate
accord is “irreversible” and
affirms that other G20
nations are committed to
the deal while taking note of
Washington's decision to
quit the agreement.

Ahead of the summit, a

key concern among
Western allies was whether
they would be able to
convince G20 members to
stand firm on the Paris
agreement on combating
global warming. If the draft
is confirmed in the final
statement due to be
published on Saturday
afternoon, it would reflect
the 19-versus-the-U.S. split
over the issue. British Prime
Minister Theresa May said
world leaders would
redouble efforts to persuade
Mr. Trump to rejoin the
Paris deal.

Merkel calls for compromise as talks kick of
Associated Press

Reuters

Hamburg 

Responding to a second
day of protests against the
G20 leadership, the police
in Hamburg on Friday
called for reinforcements
of over 900 additional of-
ficers from across the
country to get clashes un-
der control. Over 160 po-
lice officers were injured,
and dozens of activists hos-
pitalised in the first day of
the anti-globalisation
protests. More than 70 pro-
testers were detained. 

German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel condemned
the violent protests as “un-
acceptable”. 

“I have every under-
standing for peaceful
demonstrations,” Ms.
Merkel said. “But violent
demonstrations endanger
human lives, they en-
danger people themselves,
they put police officers and
security forces in danger,
put residents in danger,
and so that is unaccept-
able.” 

The Chancellor thanked
security forces for their
work as the G20 leaders
met behind a heavy police
presence in a no-go zone
that was off-limits to most. 

Thousands of officers in
full riot gear patrolled as
many as 30 different
protest marches. Most of
the demonstrations were
peaceful and creative, but
some rioters threw gasol-
ine bombs, iron rods and
cobble stones through the
city. More than 20,000 of-
ficers were on hand to
guard the city’s streets,
skies and waterways. 

The protesters also kept
U.S. First Lady Melania
Trump from joining the
spouses of the other world
leaders at the summit. 

160 police
oicers hurt
in clashes
Associated Press

Hamburg

UNESCO, the UN cultural
agency, infuriated Israel on
Friday as it voted to list the
biblical West Bank city of
Hebron, with its holy shrine
sacred to both Jews and
Muslims, as a world heritage
site in danger. 

Israeli officials com-
plained that the agency de-
scribed Hebron’s Old City as
a “Palestinian heritage site,”
prompting a walkout by Is-
rael’s ambassador to the or-
ganisation. 

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu called
it a “delusional decision” by
the UN agency. “It is another
delusional decision by UN-
ESCO,” Mr. Netanyahu said
in a Hebrew video posted
online. “This time they ruled
the Tomb of the Patriarchs is
a Palestinian site, meaning
not a Jewish site, and it is in
danger.”

UNESCO spokeswoman
Lucia Iglesias confirmed that

on a Palestine motion,
Hebron’s Old Town was put
on the agency’s World Herit-
age list and on the list of her-
itage in danger. She would
not comment on whether
Hebron had been recognised
as Palestinian, saying the ex-
act wording would be de-
cided later. The secret vote
of 12-3 with six abstentions

drew angry reaction from Is-
rael, whose ambassador to
UNESCO left the session
held in Krakow, Poland. 

Historical development 
Rula Maayah, the Palestinian
Minister of Tourism, said in
a statement it was a “histor-
ical development because it
stressed that Hebron” and

its historic mosque “historic-
ally belong to the Palestinian
people”.

“UNESCO on Friday de-
cided to recognise Hebron’s
Old City and a holy site sac-
red to both Jews and
Muslims as endangered
Palestinian heritage sites,”
an Israeli diplomatic official,
who did not wish to be
named, said. It was the latest
chapter in Israel’s rocky rela-
tions with UNESCO, which it
accuses of making decisions
out of political considera-
tions. Naftali Bennett, Is-
rael’s education minister,
said in a statement that “Jew-
ish ties to Hebron are
stronger than the disgraceful
UNESCO vote.” Mr. Bennett,
leader of the nationalist Jew-
ish Home party, also heads
Israel’s UNESCO Committee. 

The decision draws atten-
tion to the situation in
Hebron and obliges the
World Heritage committee to
review its situation every
year.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu slams ‘delusional decision’

Associated Press

Warsaw

Contentious call: An alley in the old market of the West Bank
city of Hebron. Israel was left angry as the Old City of Hebron
was described by UNESCO as a “Palestinian heritage site”. * AFP

UNESCO puts Hebron in danger list

Talks to reunify the divided
island of Cyprus collapsed
amid anger and recrimina-
tions in the early hours of
Friday, marking the end of
a process seen as the most
promising in generations to
heal decades of conflict.

“I am very sorry to tell
you that despite the very
strong commitment and
engagement of all the del-
egations and different
parties... the conference
on Cyprus was closed
without an agreement be-
ing reached,” United Na-
tions Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said after
a stormy last session.

It marked a dramatic
culmination to more than
two years of a process that
had been widely thought of
as the best chance at reuni-
fication since the island
was split between its Greek
and Turkish Cypriot popu-
lations in 1974.

Cyprus 
unity talks
collapse
Reuters

Crans-Montana

U.S. warplanes have flown
over the disputed South
China Sea, the U.S. Air Force
said on Friday, a move
aimed at asserting freedom
of navigation rights in the
hotly-contested area.

A U.S. B1-B bomber and
two F-15 fighters with the Ja-
pan Air Self-Defence Force
departed Guam’s Andersen
Air Force Base and flew over
the neighbouring East China
Sea late on Thursday, the
U.S. Pacific Air Forces Public
Affairs office said.

This is “the first time US
Pacific Command-directed
B-1B Lancers have conduc-
ted combined training with
JASDF fighters at night”, the
statement read.

When the bilateral opera-
tions concluded, “the B-1Bs
proceeded to the South
China Sea before returning

to Andersen Air Force Base”,
the statement read.

It was not immediately
clear when or if a second
U.S. B1-B bomber joined for
the South China Sea leg of
the operation.

‘Important capability’
The mission “demonstrates
how the US will continue to
exercise the rights of free-
dom of navigation anywhere
international law allows”,
the U.S. statement read.

“Flying and training at
night with our allies in a
safe, effective manner is an
important capability shared
between the US and Japan,”
said Major Ryan Simpson,
Pacific Air Forces chief of
bomber operations.

The joint military flight
demonstrates U.S.-Japanese
“solidarity... to defend
against provocative and
destabilizing actions in the

Pacific theater”, the state-
ment added.

Beijing claims nearly all of
the South China Sea, parts of
which are also claimed by
Taiwan and Southeast Asian
nations including the Philip-
pines, Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam.

China has rapidly built
reefs in the area into artifi-
cial islands capable of host-
ing military planes.

China also lays claim to
tiny islands in the East China
Sea between Japan and the
Korean peninsula, and
between Japan and Taiwan.

Both freedom of naviga-
tion and freedom of flight
over the East and South
China Seas were “indisput-
able”, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Geng
Shuang told a regular press
briefing in Beijing on Friday.
“China always respects free-
dom of flight,” he said. 

U.S. warplanes ly over
disputed South China Sea 
Japanese ighter jets too participated in the exercise

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

The Yemeni farm labourer
was picking crops in a hot
field when the call came. His
children, all seven of them,
had fallen gravely ill. Some
were vomiting, others had
diarrhoea, and all were list-
less, indicating that they had
fallen victim to the latest dis-
aster to afflict this impover-
ished corner of the Arabian
Peninsula: one of the worst
outbreaks of cholera infec-
tion in recent times.

The labourer, Abdulla
Siraa, set about frantically
trying to raise money to treat
the children — $240, or about
six times what he typically
earns in a month — and raced
as fast as he could on the 30
miles home over roads virtu-
ally destroyed in Yemen’s
civil war.

“I spent the whole journey
reciting Quranic verses and
praying for the survival of my
children,” he said.

But when he arrived, he
learned that his four-year-old
daughter, Ghadeer, had
already died, after hours of
calling out for him, though
the rest of his children would
survive. For much of the
world, cholera, a bacterial in-
fection spread by water con-
taminated with faeces, has
been relegated to the history
books. In the 19th century, it
claimed tens of millions of
lives across the world, mainly
through dehydration and
electrolyte imbalance.

Infrastructure damaged
That ended with modern
sanitation and water sys-
tems. When it pops up now,
it is usually treated easily
with rehydration solutions

and, if severe, with antibiot-
ics. But the war currently
battering Yemen has dam-
aged infrastructure and
deepened poverty, allowing
the disease to come roaring
back. Cholera is also on the
rise in the Horn of Africa be-

cause of long-simmering con-
flicts there. Yemen’s African
neighbours, Somalia, South
Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya,
have had a total of about
96,000 cholera cases since
2014, international aid
groups say.

The crises in Africa, how-
ever, pale in comparison to
the one in Yemen.

Since a severe outbreak
began in late April, according
to UNICEF, cholera has
spread to 21 of the country’s
22 provinces, infecting at
least 2,69,608 people and
killing at least 1,614. 

Saudi bombing 
Yemen’s conflict began when
Shia rebels known as the
Houthis took over the cap-
ital, Sanaa, in 2014, later top-
pling the government. In re-
sponse, the Sunni kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and other
Arab countries launched an
air campaign against the
rebels with support from the
United States in March 2015.

The campaign has so far
failed to reinstall the interna-
tionally recognised presid-
ent, Abed Rabbo Mansour

Hadi, but the fighting and air-
strikes have killed more than
8,000 people and displaced
at least 3 million, the UN
says.

In October, the govern-
ment stopped paying civil
servants, prompting strikes
from sanitation workers and
leading to garbage pileups
and septic backups. That
contaminated the wells that
many Yemenis rely on for
water, providing the ideal en-
vironment for cholera to
spread. 

Not everyone who is ex-
posed to cholera will con-
tract the disease. But in
places like Yemen, where
more than 14 million of Ye-
men’s 27 million people lack
access to clean water and 17
million do not have enough
food, people are far more
vulnerable — particularly
malnourished children. NYT

Cholera spreads as war, poverty batter Yemen
Since April, the disease has killed at least 1,614 people in the country that is being bombed by Saudi Arabia for the past 2 years 

SHUAIB ALMOSAWA

NOUR YOUSSEF

Haya 

Collateral damage: A Yemeni child suspected to be sufering
from cholera receives treatment in Sana’a. * FILE PHOTO

Islamic militants unleashed
a suicide car bomb and
heavy gunfire on an Egyp-
tian military checkpoint in
northeastern Sinai Penin-
sula on Friday, killing 23
troops and wounding 33, of-
ficials said. 

Among those killed in the
attack the deadliest on the
country’s military this year
were five officers, including
a high-ranking special forces
colonel, Ahmed el-Mansi,
according to security offi-
cials. 

The assault started when
a suicide car bomber
rammed his vehicle into a
checkpoint at a military
compound in the village of
el-Barth, southwest of the
border town of Rafah, fol-

lowed by heavy gunfire from
dozens of masked militants
on foot, said the officials,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorised to
speak to the media. 

As the attack unfolded,
ambulance sirens were
heard from a distance rush-
ing to the site. The officials
initially put the death toll at
10 but later said that more
bodies were pulled from un-
der the rubble of a nearby
building, used as a rest
house for troops, that was
destroyed in the attack. 

The militants arrived at
the site of the checkpoint
located in a remote, desert
area in some 24 Land
Cruiser SUVs, and opened
fire on the soldiers with ma-
chine guns for half an hour.

23 killed in blitz car
bomb attack in Sinai 

It occurred close to the town of Rafah

Associated Press

El-Arish
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1609.35. . . . . . . . -2.30

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371.60. . . . . . . . -1.45

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 253.45. . . . . . . . -3.15

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1115.45. . . . . . -16.70

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 697.05. . . . . . . 13.65

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503.15. . . . . . . . -6.35

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2708.25. . . . . . -20.35

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 160.55. . . . . . . . -1.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 385.90. . . . . . . . . 4.60

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23585.30. . . -200.60

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 663.95. . . . . . . . . 3.90

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 547.15. . . . . . . . . 4.30

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251.10. . . . . . . . -0.35

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2705.40. . . . . . . 37.50

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27852.25. . . . . 163.15

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358.95. . . . . . . . -2.55

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831.90. . . . . . . . -8.75

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1629.15. . . . . . -18.75

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1667.20. . . . . . . . . 9.05

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3681.65. . . . . . -43.70

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194.90. . . . . . . . -1.75

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1097.70. . . . . . . . . 5.20

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1065.45. . . . . . -17.75

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.70. . . . . . . . -4.05

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1526.30. . . . . . . . . 6.75

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 404.35. . . . . . -10.35

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 935.40. . . . . . -11.60

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 382.25. . . . . . . . . 0.65

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334.30. . . . . . . . -2.80

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 964.70. . . . . . . . . 6.60

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1704.40. . . . . . . . . 6.80

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1117.30. . . . . . . 36.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1376.00. . . . . . . . -0.05

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7432.80. . . . . . -41.25

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.05. . . . . . . . . 1.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.60. . . . . . . . -2.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 209.45. . . . . . . . -0.40

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1491.15. . . . . . . 48.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280.10. . . . . . . . -0.90

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 549.00. . . . . . . . . 3.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 436.85. . . . . . . . -0.25

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 265.00. . . . . . . . -1.45

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.70. . . . . . . . -0.25

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 553.35. . . . . . . . -1.30

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2331.95. . . . . . -15.60

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 380.00. . . . . . . . . 3.70

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4096.90. . . . . . -10.45

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257.10. . . . . . . . -4.55

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257.70. . . . . . . . -0.05

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1505.75. . . . . . . . . 1.70

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 507.35. . . . . . . . . 6.30

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

July 07 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 39.60. . . . . (40.20)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,704. . . . . (2,713)

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.39. . . . . . . 64.71

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 73.51. . . . . . . 73.88

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.08. . . . . . . 83.50

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 56.61. . . . . . . 56.89

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.47. . . . . . . . . 9.52

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.89. . . . . . . 67.22

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.61. . . . . . . 46.85

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 49.61. . . . . . . 49.86

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.98. . . . . . . 15.06

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

07-07-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,361 ddddddddddddd-0.03 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.60 ddddddddddddddd0.27

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,150 ddddddddddddddd0.76

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 46.67 ddddddddddddd-4.63

Japan’s Tokio Marine Asia
raised its stake in a 17-year
old general insurance joint
venture with India’s fertiliser
co-operative IFFCO from
26% to 49% at a cost of
₹2,530 crore, in a transac-
tion approved by the IFFCO
board on Friday. 

The deal that values Iffco-
Tokio General Insurance
Company at around ₹11,000
crore, indicates the Japanese
company’s commitment to
the Indian market, said Ar-
thur Lee, the Asia chief exec-
utive of Tokio Marine. 

“We have approved the
transfer of shares to Tokio at
a board meeting today[Fri-
day] and the cash has
already been received from
the Japanese firm,” IFFCO
managing director U.S.
Awasthi told reporters.

“When we came here 15
years ago, life was not easy…
but we wanted to be here be-

cause of India’s large popula-
tion base and our partner-
ship with IFFCO has been
like a serendipitous meeting
of minds with a focus on in-
suring those who need it the
most – the farmers,” Mr. Lee
said.

In-built triggers
The joint venture agreement
which began as a 74:26 part-

nership had in-built triggers
to raise Tokio’s stake to 49%
as and when regulations per-
mitted it.

India allowed private in-
surers to operate in the
country in 2000, with a 26%
limit for foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) that was en-
hanced to 49% in 2015.

“That we are putting up
additional capital to acquire

a 23% stake and still working
as a minority investor in the
venture is a sign of our com-
mitment,” Mr. Lee said.

Of the 23% additional
stake picked up by Tokio
Marine, 21.64% has been ac-
quired from IFFCO at a price
of ₹2,380.4 crore, while an-
other 1.36% stake has been
purchased from Indian
Potash Limited for ₹149.6
crore. 

Unlocking value
No one expected a fertiliser
co-operative to venture into
the insurance space, said
Iffco-Tokio chairman K.
Srinivas Gowda, adding that
this transaction will not only
help IFFCO unlock value
from its investment but also
help the joint venture fur-
ther tap Tokio Marine’s ex-
pertise and know-how in the
insurance sector from di-
verse geographies.

Mr. Awasthi said that even
after divesting a chunk of its

stake in the joint venture,
IFFCO with its 51% stake will
continue to exercise control
in the business affairs in
compliance with the insur-
ance regulator’s guidelines
for insurance firms to be ‘In-
dian-owned and controlled.’

‘Low-cost products’
“We want to bring more low-
cost insurance products at
IFFCO-Tokio and use the ad-
ditional capital available
with IFFCO to focus on more
agri-businesses and serve the
interests of Indian farmers
better,” Mr. Awasthi said.

Iffco-Tokio General Insur-
ance clocked a ₹5,635 crore
premium income in 2016-17,
of which ₹1,255 crore came
from the agricultural
business.

The firm has diversified
into other insurance seg-
ments such as health and
property, while motor insur-
ance has emerged as its
biggest business.

Tokio Marine raises stake in JV to 49%
Japanese irm increases holding in insurance venture with IFFCO at a cost of ₹2,530 crore

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Indian-owned: IFFCO, with its 51% stake, will continue to
control the business afairs. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Tech giant Samsung Elec-
tronics Co Ltd., on Friday
estimated a record
quarterly operating profit
for April-June, propelled by
a memory chip boom that
analysts say will continue
to pad margins for the rest
of 2017.

The Apple Inc., smart-
phone rival and global
memory chip leader said
second-quarter operating
profit was likely 14 trillion
won ($12.11 billion), com-
pared with the 13.1 trillion
won average of 19 analyst
estimates in a Thomson Re-
uters poll.

Revenue likely rose 18%
from a year earlier to 60
trillion won, also a
quarterly record, versus
analysts’ forecast of 59 tril-
lion won. The South
Korean firm did not elabor-
ate and will release de-
tailed earnings in late July.

‘Best-ever’ expectations
The robust estimates rein-
force expectations for best-
ever earnings for Samsung
this year, fuelled by a so-
called memory chip super-
cycle. Analysts predict
shortages for both DRAM

and NAND chips to persist
till 2017 due to limited sup-
ply growth and demand for
more computing power on
smartphones and servers,
padding margins for
memory makers.

Another profit driver has
also emerged in the form of
organic light-emitting di-
ode (OLED) displays. 

Samsung has a strangle-
hold on the market for the
bendy, next-generation
screens which are widely
expected to be used for
latest iPhones, due by
October.

“In July DRAM prices
will go up again, while from
mid-August on, OLED pan-
els go out for Apple,” HMC
Investment analyst Greg
Roh said.

Samsung tips record
net on memory surge

Shortages of chips to persist in 2017 

REUTERS

SEOUL

Organic light-emitting
diode displays contributed
to growth.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI)
has initiated action against
non-compliant “Exclusively
Listed Companies (ELCs) on
Dissemination Board (DB),”
and its directors and
promoters.

These are companies
which were earlier listed on
regional stock exchanges
(RSEs) that have been de-re-
cognised by the regulator.
Such companies were al-
lowed to be part of the na-
tional exchanges through a
dissemination board but
were directed to submit a
plan of action for listing or
providing an exit option to
shareholders.

SEBI can bar such pro-
moters and companies from
accessing the securities mar-
ket for a period of 10 years
apart from freezing the

shares held by promoters
and directors. The regulator
can even attach the bank ac-
counts and other assets of
promoters and directors to
compensate the investors.

Traceable firms
The deadline to submit the
plan of action was extended
until June 30. As per SEBI,
of the 2,000 companies lis-
ted on dissemination board
as on June 30, there are 536
entities that are traceable
and yet not submitted a plan
of action.

“Out of 536 ELCs, there
are few ELCs which have
made representation to
SEBI/Stock Exchanges and
their representations are
under examination. SEBI
has extended the time to
submit plan of action by
such ELCs till September
30, 2017,” according to a
statement from SEBI.

SEBI to move against
non-compliant irms

536 irms yet to submit plan of action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

The Government has ap-
pointed nodal officers at the
Directorate General of For-
eign Trade (DGFT) and the
Central Board of Excise and
Customs (CBEC) to look into
the concerns of exporters
with regard to the new
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime.

Satya Srinivas, Joint Sec-
retary (Customs), CBEC will
be the nodal officer in
CBEC, while Ajay Srivastava,
Joint DGFT, will be the nodal
point in DGFT.

This followed a meeting
between the apex body for
the country’s exporters,
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO), and

the Commerce and Industry
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man as well as senior offi-
cials of the Department of
Commerce and DGFT on
July 6. 

FIEO President G.K.
Gupta said in a statement
that exporters should high-
light the areas in the GST re-
gime where Government
can take corrective meas-
ures to prevent an increase
in transaction cost and time
that could impact the coun-
try’s exports. 

The major issues raised
by the FIEO during the
meeting included the issue
with regard to composite
drawback rates, which, it
said, added to the transac-
tion cost and time. 

Key oicials to tackle
exporters’ GST issues

Composite drawback rates a concern

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Gujarat High Court on
Friday prevented the Na-
tional Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) from con-
ducting any further pro-
ceeding against Essar Steel
till July 12 under the Insolv-
ency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).

Justice S.G. Shah
stopped the NCLT from
proceeding further against
Essar Steel on the firm’s
contention that RBI’s direc-
tion to banks to initiate ac-
tion against it under the
IBC was improper as it was
in an advanced stage of re-
structuring. The court had
sought RBI’s reply on why
only some cases including
that of Essar Steel should
be accorded priority.

HC relief for
Essar Steel
till July 12
Press Trust of India

Ahmedabad

India, the world's biggest
sugar consumer, is likely to
raise import duty on the
sweetener to 50% from 40%
in an attempt to restrict
cheaper flows of the com-
modity from overseas, a gov-
ernment official said on
Friday.

Lower imports by India
could put pressure on global
prices, but will support local
prices that have come under
pressure in the last few
weeks due to expectations of
imports.

“There have been some
apprehensions of cheaper
imports flooding the Indian
market. That's why the gov-
ernment is likely to raise the
duty to 50% ,” the official,
who did not want to be iden-

tified, said. A sharp drop in
global prices and a stronger
rupee made overseas pur-
chases viable despite stiff
tariffs, industry players said
last week.

The government in April
allowed the duty-free import

of 500,000 tonnes of sugar
by the end of June to keep a
lid on prices after local pro-
duction fell by a fifth from a
year ago.

However, for the 2017/18
marketing year starting from
Oct. 1, India's sugar output is

expected to jump a quarter
from the previous year to 25
million tonnes.

Industry’s demand
The sugar industry was de-
manding a hike in the import
duty to 60%, but the govern-
ment has been considering
an increase to 50%, the offi-
cial said.

India has raised by nearly
11 % the price sugar mills
must pay cane growers in
the next sugar season begin-
ning in October.

“Imports need to be
stopped to keep sugar prices
stable. Otherwise, mills can't
pay farmers higher prices for
cane,” said Rohit Pawar,
chief executive of Baramati
Agro, which operates sugar
mills in western State of
Maharashtra.

India likely to raise sugar import tax 
‘There have been some apprehensions of cheaper imports looding the market’
Reuters

NEW DELHI

The government in April allowed the duty-free import of
500,000 tonnes of sugar. * FILE PHOTO

The aggregate topline of
companies in key sectors, ex-
cluding banking, financial
services and oil, is likely to
have clocked about 7%
growth in the first quarter of
2017-18, due to a pick-up in
consumption, according to
CRISIL Research.

In its ‘Q1 FY18 Results Out-
look,’ CRISIL said the growth
in these sectors, accounting
for 61% of the market capital-
isation of companies listed
on the National Stock Ex-
change, was hemmed in by
factors such as a rise in input

costs, an appreciating rupee
and output cuts ahead of the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime rollout from
July 1. 

“Consumption-driven sec-
tors, including automobiles,
airlines, FMCG and retail, but
excluding telecom, are estim-
ated to have grown at a
healthy pace of 10-11%. This
is heartening, considering
growth had slowed following
demonetisation to 4-7% in
the second half of fiscal
2017,” Prasad Koparkar,
senior director, CRISIL Re-
search said.

He added that commodity-

linked sectors had been ex-
pected to do well, led by a ro-
bust increase in realisations
in crude oil, steel and alu-
minium, and moderate
growth in demand.

IT, pharma slow
However, export-linked sec-
tors such as IT and pharma-
ceuticals, which had consist-
ently outperformed the
domestic industry by record-
ing double-digit growth, is
expected to have slowed
down to only 3%.

This follows strengthening
of the rupee, a surge in pro-
tectionism across the globe

and pricing pressure in the
U.S.

“The growth for the
quarter would have been
higher but for the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), since
manufacturers are expected
to have limited production to
clear existing inventory — es-
pecially in automobiles,
FMCG and cement — before it
took effect,” the rating
agency’s research arm said. 

It added that there could
be demand and supply dis-
ruptions in the short term
due to GST, though from a
long-term perspective, the
new regime will lead to effi-

ciency gains and greater tax
compliance.

Rahul Prithiani, director,
Crisil Research said: “A rise
in prices of key commodities
such as crude oil, steel, alu-
minium and cement is ex-
pected to have pared the
profitability of end-user sec-
tors such as automobiles,
petrochemicals, housing and
tyres by ~130, ~230, ~330 and
~470 basis points (bps), re-
spectively. The margin con-
traction could be much
higher for pharma, at ~550
bps, given pricing pressure
and lack of exclusivity period
for generic drugs.”

Key sectors may post 7% growth in Q1: CRISIL
Pick-up in consumption seen as main factor driving expansion but input costs remain cause for worry

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Venture Capital invest-
ments slid to 78 deals
worth $275 million during
April-June this year, the
lowest in any quarter for
such investments in the
last three years, said a
report.

According to data from
Venture Intelligence, in-
vestment activity in the
second quarter was 25%
lower compared with the
same period in 2016
(which witnessed 104 deals
worth $309 million).

Investments
by VCs 
decline 25% 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI To make India a global
leader in innovation and In-
tellectual Property (IP), the
Centre is estimated to spend
₹29.7 crore ($4.6 million) on
a three-year scheme to cre-
ate awareness on the issue. 

The scheme involves or-
ganising 4,315 events across
India and these include IP
Rights Awareness Pro-
grammes in industries,
schools and universities, IP
sensitising programmes for
judiciary and enforcement
agencies as well as training
of teachers.

The aim is also to take
forward the National IPR
Policy 2016.

Of the ₹29.7 crore, the
maximum estimated ex-
pense is ₹11 crore for in-
dustry roadshows, where
1,100 events would be held
with a spending of ₹1 lakh
each for a day-long event.

This will be followed by
₹5 crore for awareness pro-
grammes in universities (in-
cluding colleges), where
1,000 events are to be held
by spending ₹50,000 per
event with a duration of
around three hours, accord-
ing to a statement.

Govt. to spend ₹29.7 cr.
to raise IPR awareness
Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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IN BRIEF

Skoda cuts prices of
Superb, Octavia
MUMBAI

Skoda Auto India has

reduced prices by up to

7.3% or ₹2.4 lakh for its

Superb range of cars, while

it cut prices for the Octavia

models from between 4.9%

and 7.4%, resulting in a

maximum beneit of ₹1.75

lakh. The new prices were

in line with the revised tax

structure deined by the

Goods and Services Tax and

would be efective from

July 1, 2017, the automaker

said in a statement. 

Mercedes India sales
climbs 18% in April-June
MUMBAI

Luxury carmaker Mercedes

Benz India reported an 18%

growth in sales during the

April-June quarter by selling

3,521 units. In the irst half of

2017, Mercedes sold 7,171

cars registering a growth of

8.7%. The E-class was the

highest selling model in the

Jan-June period and there

was “exceptional demand for

the long wheelbase E-Class,”

according to a company

statement. “The C-Class

remained the second highest

selling model in the entire

portfolio,” the company said.

RBL Bank’s board gives
nod to raise ₹1,680 cr.
MUMBAI

RBL Bank’s board has

approved raising equity

capital worth ₹1,680 crore

by way of preferential

allotment to investors

including ABG Capital, CDC

Group, HDFC Standard Life

and ICICI Lombard. The

lender will issue shares to

investors at ₹515 per share.

The capital will help support

organic as well as inorganic

growth, according to a stock

exchange iling.

At a time when boardroom
tussles are increasingly turn-
ing into legal battles, a panel
appointed by the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) is looking into the
matter of lawyers and
chartered accountants being
on corporate boards as inde-
pendent directors and the
framework to follow if such
directors’ law or audit firms
were engaged in advising the
respective companies.

There are many instances
of leading lawyers and
chartered accountants (CAs)
being appointed as inde-
pendent directors on the
boards of companies and the
regulator is evaluating
whether there is a need to
put in place a proper mech-
anism or protocol to deal
with such instances and ap-
pointments to avoid any con-
flict of interest, said a person
familiar with the matter.

Report in 4 months
The corporate governance
committee formed under the
chairmanship of Uday Kotak
is, among other things, look-
ing into this aspect and will
be submitting its report
within four months, the per-
son, who did not wish to be
identified, said.

“The regulator is looking
at instances wherein a CA or
a lawyer is on the board of a
company as an independent
director and persons from
their firm are advising the
company in any manner
whatsoever and whether this
creates any kind of conflict,”
the person said.

Interestingly, the commit-
tee has among its members,
leading corporate lawyers
like Zia Mody and Cyril
Shroff, along with Nilesh
Vikamsey, who is the presid-
ent of The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of In-

dia (ICAI), the governing
body of audit firms in India.

Ever since the committee
was formed on June 2, the
members have met on two
occasions and the third
meeting is scheduled soon.
An email query sent to SEBI
remained unanswered till
the time of going to press.

According to data from
Prime Database, Shardul
Shroff of Shardul Am-
archand Mangaldas & Co. is a
director in three companies
while his wife Pallavi Shroff
sits on the boards of four
companies. Berjis Desai,
formerly of J Sagar Associ-
ates, is a non-executive dir-
ector on the boards of six
companies, including Adani
Enterprises, Edelweiss Fin-
ancial Services, Praj Indus-
tries and Jubilant Food-
works. Rajendra Shah, who
is a senior partner with
noted law firm Crawford
Bayley & Co. is also part of
the boards of nine compan-
ies including Bombay Dye-
ing, Pfizer, Lupin, Colgate
Palmolive (India) and
Deepak Fertilisers.

Disclosure issue
Among other things, the
SEBI committee will look
into the matter of “ensuring
independence in spirit of in-
dependent directors and
their active participation in

functioning of the company”
along with “disclosure and
transparency related issues”
as per information provided
on SEBI’s website. Mean-
while, Shuva Mandal, who
was formerly with Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas, is a
director on the board of AGC
Networks, as per Prime
Database. Interestingly, he
recently joined Tata Sons as
Group General Counsel after
providing legal advice to the
conglomerate on various
matters, including the recent
tussle with former chairman
Cyrus Mistry. He had earlier
worked with the Tata group
as a legal adviser to Tata Mo-
tors and Tata Chemicals on
international projects, Tata
Sons said in a statement at
the time of his appointment.

Similarly, Haigreve
Khaitan, managing partner,
Khaitan & Co. LLP is a dir-
ector on six companies.
Senior lawyers of the firm
like Padam Khaitan, Pradip
Khaitan, Nandini Khaitan
and Rajiv Khaitan also serve
as independent directors on
the boards of a few firms. Ra-
jendra Chitale, managing
partner of the well-known
chartered accountancy firm
M P Chitale & Co. is also a
director on the boards of five
companies including Am-
buja Cements, Reliance Cap-
ital and Hinduja Ventures.

SEBI examining CAs’,
lawyers’ board roles
Independent director’s potential conlict of interest in focus
ASHISH RUKHAIYAR

MUMBAI

Wider ambit: The SEBI panel will also look into the matter of
“ensuring independence in spirit of independent directors.” 

In a move that is likely to
boost mergers and acquisi-
tions (M&A) in the country,
the Centre has done away
with the thirty-day time
period to submit before the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) an application for
pre-merger clearance.

According to a notification
on June 29 by the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA),
“the Central government, in
public interest, hereby ex-
empts every person or enter-
prise who is a party to a
combination.... from giving
notice within thirty days...”
This new provision (exemp-
tion from the 30-day time
period) will be valid for five
years starting June 29, 2017.

The earlier norms had
specified that an application
to obtain the CCI’s prior ap-
proval for an acquisition,

merger or amalgamation
had to be filed within thirty
days of: board approval of
the proposed merger or am-
algamation by each of the re-
spective parties; execution
of any agreement or other
document of a binding
nature conveying a decision
to acquire shares, control,
voting rights or assets; exe-
cution of any document by
the acquiring enterprise con-

veying a decision to acquire
shares, control, voting rights
or assets, in case the acquisi-
tion is without the consent of
the enterprise being ac-
quired; or date of the public
announcement under India’s
takeover regulations applic-
able to acquisitions of listed
entities.

The notification means
that parties can make a CCI
application at any time in

course of an acquisition but
cannot effect or close an ac-
quisition before obtaining
the CCI’s approval, accord-
ing to the law firm Majmudar
& Partners.

Flexibility option
It will give parties the liberty
and flexibility to decide at
what stage they want to
make the CCI filing, depend-
ing on the deal parameters
and commercial terms, Ma-
jmudar & Partners said in a
statement.

Besides, this will specific-
ally benefit large, multi-juris-
diction transactions where
parties may be burdened
with regulatory require-
ments in several jurisdic-
tions and, therefore, need
more time to assess the In-
dian law implications and
prepare a comprehensive
CCI application, the state-
ment said.

Centre eases pre-merger iling norms
Removes 30-day notice rule, aims to give illip to M&A activity in the country 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Time factor: Move could help deals that need to ensure
compliance across multiple jurisdictions. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Moglix, a business-to-busi-
ness e-commerce start-up
said that it has closed a
Series B funding round of
$12 million. 

The round saw particip-
ation from International
Finance Corporation, a
member of the World Bank
Group and Rocketship.

Existing investors Accel
Partners, Jungle Ventures,
Venture Highway and
former Twitter executive
Shailesh Rao also particip-
ated. Moglix, which is also
backed by chairman emer-
itus of Tata Sons, Ratan
Tata, said that the funds
would be used to support
the demand for its techno-
logy solution in the domain
of supply chain and
manufacturing.

Moglix raises
$12 mn from
IFC, Accel
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

American tech giant Oracle
has said it is opening its first
digital hub in Asia Pacific,
which will be based in
Bengaluru. The company,
with an annual revenue of
more than $37 billion, said
the hub would provide
cloud computing technology
and resources to small and
medium businesses to em-
power them in their digital
transformation.

The Redwood Shores,
California-based firm would
be eyeing more than 51 mil-
lion small and medium busi-
nesses in India. 

It said many of them had
either not worked with Or-
acle or used cloud (techno-
logies) before. “There are

[companies] like Amazon
and Microsoft. But we have
very big differentiation, we
have a complete suite that is
not provided by anybody
else and that is the reason
we are the fastest growing
(cloud company) in the mar-
ket,” said Shailender Kumar,
regional MD, Oracle India.

Oracle reported that its
total cloud revenues in-
creased 58% year-over-year
to $1.4 billion in the fiscal
fourth quarter of 2017. 

Medical emergencies
The new facility, which is
one of the five digital hubs
set to open in Asia Pacific,
will help small and medium
businesses leverage Oracle
cloud solutions to stream-
line operations, boost innov-
ation and gain a platform for
growth. One such client is
Amego, a firm that provides
logistical assistance for med-
ical emergencies on the go. 

The Bengaluru-based firm
has also created a mobile
app that enables people to
call for help during medical
emergencies.

Eyes India’s small, medium businesses for cloud technology

Peerzada Abrar

BENGALURU

Oracle’s cloud revenues
increased 58% y-o-y in the
iscal fourth quarter. * AFP

Oracle picks Bengaluru for its
irst digital hub in Asia-Paciic 
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Djokovic shrugs off
McEnroe’s comments
LONDON

Novak Djokovic says he still
respects John McEnroe
despite the latter comparing
the Serb’s slump to Tiger
Woods’. McEnroe claimed
that Djokovic’s recent
difficulties on the court could
have been caused by “off-
court issues with the family”.
But Djokovic shrugged off
McEnroe’s comments, saying
“Whether that’s his opinion or
criticism or something else,
I'm not really sure. I really
don't take anything personal.
I always got along very well
with John.” AFP

IN BRIEF 

I admire Azarenka’s
courage, says Federer
LONDON

Roger Federer has won 18
Grand Slam titles, earned
over $100 million and been
lauded as the greatest player
of all time. However, even he
can’t give birth. That hasn’t
stopped him thinking about
what it might feel like.
Asked if he admired the fact
that Victoria Azarenka had
returned to the Tour just six
months after giving birth to
son Leo, the Swiss said: “I
always admire what they
have to go through and, you
know, just imagine going into
practice rightaway shortly
after that. It’s what she
knows best. The body tells
her when she’s ready to do it
again. I find it unreal that
she’s back playing. I admire
her courage.” AFP

Kei Nishikori suffered fresh
Wimbledon misery on Fri-
day losing to Roberto
Bautista Agut in the third
round, while Victoria Azar-
enka stepped up her bid to
become the first mother to
win the All England Club title
in 37 years by rallying past
Heather Watson. 

Rafael Nadal, seeded No. 4
here, also progressed into
the round-of-16 with a 6-1,
6-4, 7-6(3) win over the 30th
seeded Russian Karen
Khachanov.

The No. 9 seed Nishikori
was overcome 6-4, 7-6(3),
3-6, 6-3 by Bautista Agut, at a
tournament which has not
quite been his favourite.
Nishikori’s third-round exit
means Wimbledon remains
the only Grand Slam where
he has failed to make the
quarterfinals. 

This was the 27-year-old’s
earliest departure from a Ma-
jor since his first round de-
feat to Benoit Paire at the
2015 US Open.

Having won his 10th Ro-
land Garros crown without
dropping a set last month,
Nadal seems to have made
the switch from clay to grass
with ease.

His second, and most re-
cent, Wimbledon title came
in 2010, and the 15-time Ma-

jor win-
ner has
not been
past the
fourth
round
for six
years.
But

Nadal is in formidable form
heading into the fourth
round.

“I played fantastic for a set
and a half but it got tougher
after that. He started to hit
stronger so I was happy to
get through in three sets,”
Nadal said.

His opponent is 16th seed
Gilles Muller, who defeated

Aljaz Bedene 7-6(4), 7-5, 6-4
to reach the last-16 for the
first time at the age of 34.

For the first time in 20
years, there were four British
men and women through to
the last 32.

But, Watson was unable to
maintain Britain’s unexpec-
tedly strong showing as Azar-
enka edged the World No.
102 with a gritty 3-6, 6-1, 6-4
victory. The former World
No. 1 was caught out as Wat-
son made a fast start. 

But, after a sloppy first
set, the two-time Australian
Open champion stepped on
the gas to keep alive her at-
tempt to emulate the likes of
Evonne Goolagong, who was
the last mum to lift the Venus
Rosewater Dish, in 1980.

Only Goolagong, Margaret

Court and Kim Clijsters have
won a Grand Slam singles
titles after having a child.

Azarenka will play Simona
Halep for a place in the
quarterfinals, the second
seed coming through in
straight sets against Peng
Shuai.

“The whole match I was a
little bit on the back foot.
The second set I started to
step in a little bit more,” Az-
arenka said.

“I was very happy that I
was able to find other ways
to win.”

In doubles, eighth seeds

Rohan Bopanna and Edou-
ard Roger-Vasselin crashed
out with a four-set defeat to
the Skupski brothers, Neal
and Ken. 

Divij Sharan and Purav
Raja went down in five to
seventh seeds Rajeev Ram
and Raven Klaasen.

Azarenka marches on, Nishikori out 
Heartbreak for Purav Raja & Divij Sharan; Bopanna & Roger-Vasselin also lose in the second round 

Mr. Consistent: Roberto Bautista Agut has now reached the round-of-16 for the seventh time in his last nine Grand Slam
tournaments. * REUTERS 

Agence France-Presse

London

Men: Third round: Benoit Paire
(Fra) bt Jerzy Janowicz (Pol)
6-2, 7-6(3), 6-3; 7-Marin Cilic
(Cro) bt 26-Steve Johnson
(USA) 6-4, 7-6(3), 6-4; 16-
Gilles Muller (Lux) bt Aljaz
Bedene (GBr) 7-6(4), 7-5, 6-4;
18-Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp)
bt 9-Kei Nishikori (Jpn) 6-4, 7-6
(3), 3-6, 6-3.

Doubles: Second round: 7-
Raven Klaasen (RSA) & Rajeev

Ram (USA) bt Purav Raja & Divij
Sharan 6-3, 6-4, 4-6, 6-7(6),
[10-8]; Ken Skupski & Neal
Skupski (GBr) bt 8-Edouard Ro-
ger-Vasselin (Fra) & Rohan
Bopanna 7-6(6), 6-3, 6-7(5),
6-3. 

Women: Third round: 13-Jelena
Ostapenko (Lat) bt Camilla
Giorgi (Ita) 7-5, 7-5; 4-Elina
Svitolina (Ukr) bt Carina Wit-
thoeft (Ger) 6-1, 7-5; 6-Johanna

Konta (GBr) bt Maria Sakkari
(Gre) 6-4, 6-1.

Victoria Azarenka (Blr) bt
Heather Watson (GBr) 3-6, 6-1,
6-4; 27-Ana Konjuh (Cro) bt 8-
Dominika Cibulkova (Svk) 7-6
(3), 3-6, 6-4.

2-Simona Halep (Rou) bt
Shuai Peng (Chn) 6-4, 7-6(7);
21-Caroline Garcia (Fra) bt
Madison Brengle (USA) 6-4,
6-3.

THE RESULTS

West Indies: (for 9 wkts. in 50
overs): 205.

India: Ajinkya Rahane lbw b
Bishoo 39 (51b, 5x4), Shikhar
Dhawan c Lewis b Joseph 4
(3b, 1x4), Virat Kohli (not out)
111 (115b, 12x4, 2x6), Dinesh
Karthik (not out) 50 (52b, 5x4);
Extras (lb-1, w-1): 2; Total (for
two wkts. in 36.5 overs): 206.

Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Dhawan,
0.6 overs), 2-84 (Rahane,
18.5).

West Indies bowling: Joseph
7-0-39-1, Holder 8-1-35-0,
Bishoo 8-0-42-1, Williams 8-
0-40-0, Nurse 4-0-34-0,
Powell 1-0-6-0, Chase
0.5-0-9-0.

India won by eight wickets

India wins series 3-1.

Player-of-the-Match: Kohli.

Player-of-the-Series: Rahane. 

SCOREBOARD 

England — 1st innings: A. Cook
c de Kock b Philander 3, K. Jen-
nings lbw b Philander 8, G. Bal-
lance lbw b Morkel 20, J. Root c
de Kock b Morkel 190, J. Bair-
stow lbw b Philander 10, B.
Stokes c de Kock b Rabada 56,
Moeen b Rabada 87, L. Dawson
lbw b Morkel 0, S. Broad (not
out) 57, M. Wood lbw b Rabada
0, J. Anderson c de Kock b
Morkel 12; Extras (lb-2, nb-13):
15; Total (in 105.3 overs): 458. 

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-17, 3-49,
4-76, 5-190, 6-367, 7 -367, 8-
413, 9-413.
South Africa bowling: Morkel
25.3-2-115-4, Philander 20-3-
67-3, Rabada 28-4-123-3, Ma-
haraj 22-1-107-0, De Bruyn 5-1-
30-0, Bavuma 5-0 -14-0. 
South Africa — 1st innings: D
Elgar c Ballance b Mooen 54, H.
Kuhn c Cook b Broad 1, H. Amla
lbw b Moeen 29, J-P. Duminy
lbw b Broad 15, T. Bavuma (bat-

ting) 48, T. de Bruyn c Bairstow
b Anderson 48, K. Rabada (bat-
ting) 9; Extras (b-4, lb-5, nb-1):
10; Total (for five wkts, in 68
overs): 214. 

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-82, 3-
98, 4-104, 5-203.

England bowling: Anderson 12-
4-27-1, Broad 14-5-27-2, Wood
11-3-30-0, Dawson 8-1-45-0,
Moeen 13-5-35-2, Stokes 10-1-
41-0.

SCOREBOARD ENGLAND V SOUTH AFRICA

Virat Kohli scored a com-
manding, unbeaten 111 to
lead India to a series-clinch-
ing eight-wicket win over the
West Indies in the fifth and fi-
nal ODI at Sabina Park here
on Thursday. 

Responding to the host’s
modest total of 205 for nine
after captain Jason Holder
chose to bat first, the skipper
ensured that the visitors
reached the target in the
37th over. The win gave India

a 3-1 series triumph.
Stung by an 11-run defeat

in the fourth match in Anti-
gua, when they failed to
reach an even smaller target
of 190, the Indians were in
no mood to let their oppon-
ents off the hook this time
around. 

An early strike by fast

bowler Alzarri Joseph in re-
moving Shikhar Dhawan at
the start of the chase
brought Kohli to the middle.
Kohli put on 79 for the
second wicket with Ajinkya
Rahane before the opener
fell leg-before to spinner De-
vendra Bishoo. It was Ra-
hane’s first score under 50 in
the series.

Unstoppable 
Kohli was, however, unstop-
pable as he scored his 28th
ODI century off 108 deliver-
ies with one six and 12 fours.
Dinesh Karthik reached an

unbeaten 50 in an unbroken
third-wicket partnership of
122 just before Kohli finished
the match with his second
six, off Roston Chase.

Clinical show
“Today was another clinical
performance for us. Winning
in a chase is always a nice
feeling,” said Kohli after re-
ceiving the Man-of-the-Match
award. 

“It’s always about getting
the team over the line. It’s
not about personal stats and
personal achievements but
ensuring we get to the target

that’s on the scoreboard.” 
Earlier, bowlers Mo-

hammed Shami and Umesh
Yadav shared seven wickets
in restricting the West Indies
after it was well poised at 76
for one in the 16th over.

Kohli leads India to series win 
The India skipper scores his 28th ODI century 

Agence France-Presse 

Kingston

Captain’s knock: Virat Kohli was in imperious form against the West Indies on Thursday. * AP

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day expressed its unhappi-
ness over the apology
tendered by former BCCI
president Anurag Thakur in
a contempt case initiated
against him by the court.

A Bench of Justices Dipak
Misra, A.M. Khanwilkar and
D.Y. Chandrachud said it
wanted a categorical and un-
conditional apology filed in
a one-page affidavit. 

The Bench asked Thakur
to be present in court for the
next hearing on July 14.

The Supreme Court had
on January 2 stripped
Thakur and secretary Ajay

Shirke of their posts with the
BCCI after declaring them
“unfit” to continue at the
helm of the BCCI for their
“obstructionist” attitude and
specious pleas in court
about their incapacity to
make affiliated State associ-
ations fall in line with the
Justice R.M. Lodha panel
reforms.

The court had also found
Thakur prima facie guilty of
both contempt of Supreme
Court proceedings and per-
jury (fabrication of false
evidence).

The court had held that
Thakur’s attempts to “soli-
cit” ICC chairman Shashank
Manohar in Dubai for a letter

to undermine the Supreme
Court judgement of July 18,
2016, which upheld the
Lodha Committee recom-
mendation to include a CAG
nominee on the Board’s
apex council prima facie
amounted to sheer con-
tempt. 

The Apex Court had fur-
ther said that Thakur was
prima facie guilty of placing
on record a “fabricated”
minutes of a BCCI Working
Committee meeting held on
August 22, 2016, in order to
lend support for his version
that he had only sought a
clarification from Manohar
and not a letter.

SC unhappy with Thakur apology 
Directs him to be present in court for the next hearing 

Krishnadas rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The second meeting of the
BCCI’s seven-member spe-
cial committee will be held
at the Cricket Centre here
on Saturday to consider is-
sues related to the Lodha
reforms. 

With the Supreme Court
set to hear petitions filed
by the 19 State associations
from July 16, the message
the BCCI has sent out is
that it is opposed to several
recommendations. 

When asked about the
likely outcome of Sat-
urday’s meeting, BCCI act-
ing-secretary Amitabh
Choudhary told The Hindu:

“The die is cast”. 

BCCI special
committee
meets today 
G. Viswanath 

Mumbai

Sri Lanka and India will
play three Tests, five ODIs
and one T20I in their first
series involving all three
formats of the game in
eight years, it was an-
nounced on Friday.

Sri Lanka Cricket said
the first Test will start on
July 26 at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium and will be
followed by Tests in
Colombo and Kandy.

The Sri Lankan board
added that the first ODI
will begin at the Dambulla
International Stadium on
August 20.

India-Lanka
irst Test
from July 26
Agence France-Presse

Colombo

India skipper Virat Kohli
has extended unflinching
support to his predecessor
M.S. Dhoni amid a
gradually growing chorus
of calls for his retirement
from international cricket. 

Kohli spoke warmly
about India’s most
successful cricket captain
hours before he turned 36,
while ignoring those
calling for his retirement.
“He is striking the ball
beautifully, you don’t need
to tell him anything in
terms of how to play a
situation, how to build an

innings,” Kohli said of
Dhoni. 

When a reporter said
Dhoni was not his usual
self at the nets, Kohli
responded, “You have to
figure out what kind of
wickets you are playing on
as well. I was trying to hit
the spinners a couple of
days in practice and I
couldn’t because the
wickets were not that great
to play strokes, the wicket
in the centre was much
better. 

“If the bounce is not
ideal then obviously you
have to keep defending the
ball and keep rotating

strike. I think it was only in
the last game he couldn’t
rotate the strike and
before that he got a
brilliant 70 or 80 odd not
out.” 

The current captain
recalled the former
captain’s successful outing
against Sri Lanka in the
Champions Trophy. 

“In the Champions
Trophy against Sri Lanka
he played a brilliant
knock, in the first game as
well he played brilliantly.” 

He said, “I think we get
too impatient by just one
game, one knock. That can
happen to anyone.”

Support for birthday boy Dhoni
Press Trust of India

Kingston

South Africa moved cau-
tiously to 214 for five in reply
to England’s 458 at the close
on the second day of the
first Test helped by a gritty
performance from Temba
Bavuma at Lord’s on Friday.

England removed captain
Dean Elgar (54) and J-P. Du-
miny (15) early in the final
session to take control of the
match with South Africa at
104 for four but a stand of 99
between Bavuma and
Theunis De Bruyn gave the
touring side hope.

Bavuma (48 batting) and
De Bruyn (48) showed com-
mendable composure under
pressure, defending resol-
utely and dispatching loose
deliveries to the boundary.

England captain Joe Root
was out for 190 before Mo-

een Ali (87) and Stuart Broad
(57 not out) lifted the hosts
to a commanding total. 

Root, resuming on 184 in
his first match as skipper,
nibbled at a delivery from

Morne Morkel and nicked a
catch to wicketkeeper Quin-
ton de Kock but the 26-year-
old right-hander received a
standing ovation as he
walked back to the pavilion.

S. Africa reaches 214 for ive; Broad helps England post 458
Press Trust of India 

London

Earnest start: South Africa’s stand-in skipper and opener Dean
Elgar’s half-century was marked by customary resilience. * AFP 

Gritty Bavuma to the fore 

At 44, Leander Paes can still
pull magic out of nowhere,
and he sees shots that other
players just don’t see, says
his partner Adil Shamasdin.

Paes invited the Canadian
to play a Challenger in Mex-
ico in March. “I thought
‘cool, what a great oppor-
tunity’,” Shamasdin said. “I
gave it a shot, just to say I
played with the guy. He’s
done so much in the game. 

“We ended up winning.”

They went on to claim the
Challenger title in Ilkley,
leading up to Wimbledon. 

“He has almost like a
sixth sense where he can do

different things. He tells me
to do something and I’m
saying, ‘hey, man, I don’t
see that! That’s just you!’”
Shamasdin said. 

Paes is still buzzing with
schemes and ideas to win
matches, he said.

“I try not to get all hyped
up with what he does, be-
cause he can definitely
come out with some magic.
We talk a lot about strategy
and positions. When the
time gets tough, he’ll sud-
denly do something, and
that’s from his experience.” 

Shamasdin also said they
intend to keep playing to-
gether despite their first-
round defeat here. 

Partner bowled over
by Paes’ ‘sixth sense’ 
Agence France-Presse

London
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Overtaking Tendulkar

B Kohli, with his 18th century
in a chase, went past
Tendulkar’s record 

B While Tendulkar took 232
innings for his 17 hundreds,
Kohli set the new mark in
his 102nd 
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SPORT

SUDOKU

W E S E B A

C A U G H T T O D O L I S T

S E A H I U K

C H A S T I S E F I D G E T

B T D B I G D

V A S A L T O U C H E

S Y E O S

M I N D O N E S P S A N D Q S

N O E I U

G R A I N Y S P R A T

V T R B E I L

P I N I O N L I N G E R I E

S R E U D R D

L I C E N S E E O C C U L T

T D S W  E Y

Solution to puzzle 12053 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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A battleensued between Arjuna and Lord Siva when the lat-
ter deliberately provoked Arjuna. Lord Siva had not inten-
ded it to be a serious fight, but as time went by, Parvati be-
came concerned that Arjuna might be hurt. So She recited a
mantra saying that bow, arrow and target were all auspi-
cious. The mantra may be taken as referring to Lord Siva,
Agni or Lord Narayana, said V.S. Karunakarachariar in a dis-
course. 

When Rama was exiled, sages performingpenance in the
forest requested Him to save them from the demons. Sita ar-
gued that He should not take up arms against these demons,
for they had not harmed Him. She even offered to hide His
bow and arrows and narrated a story to show that the pres-
ence of weapons was dangerous. 

There was a sage whose penance Indra wanted to disturb.
Assuming a disguise, he told the sage that he was proceed-
ing on a journey and wanted to leave his rare sword, in the
hermitage for safekeeping. But after Indra left, the sage
wanted to try how good the sword was. So he used it to cut
down a plantain tree, thereby committing his first sin, for
what was the need to cut down the tree? He next killed a cat,
and finally a sage, and all his merits acquired through pen-
ance were destroyed. Sita said that this story showed that
weapons should be kept away. 

However, Rama wanted to keep His promise to the sages.
He killed 14000 demons that attacked Him. But the demons
were in fact sages who had been cursed by Sage Gautama,
who had told them that they would be released from the
state of being demons when Rama’s arrows struck them. 

So Rama using His bow and arrows turned out to be aus-
picious for everyone. Therefore Parvati’s mantra to save Ar-
juna, which talks of the auspiciousness of bow, arrow and
target could well be a reference to Rama.

FAITH

An auspicious Mantra 3 Yanks bother society (5)

4 Strand in a quiet, alternatively

secluded spot (8)

5 Ironical, a Marine bars seafood

(8)

6 Fed the system, say, and

prepared to get plastered (5)

8 Puppet or pet? An ambiguous

document in script (3,3,2,5)

13 Regius Professor (Law) parries

main counter thrown (9)

15 Blue outit worn by Norway's

queen (8)

16 Difficult to take a run, biding

time (8)

19 Duly melting at edges, blown

fuse comes in handy (6)

20 Silver lining prevailed? Load

of bull, possibly (5)

21 Revolutions in rotation of

crops (5)

11 Proof ferocious bears come

forward (5)

12 Exercise a good deal before

game (6)

14 Wearing dinner jackets, hosts

tee off; singular to wear fancy

clothes (5,2,3,5)

17 Green belt in Peru (6)

18 Bribe assuming politician is not

on the level? (5)

22 Bird skips nut, ground full of

beans (6)

23 Western Buddhist school

backing royal right to abdicate

— this gives a better

perspective (5-3)

24 Done in error, originally

missed during review for head

of state (8)

25 Old man takes advantage of

breaks (6)

■ DOWN

1 Oil, potentially for war, took

over surplus crude (4,2,3)

2 Transport vehicles gutted for

delay (6)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

24 25

(set by xChequer)

■ ACROSS

7 Dam, second in that place, but

not the last (6)

8 Disposed of soiled paper and

lushed (8)

9 Small framed opening device,

clear in the middle, a rooftop

feature (8)

10 Climbs ladders (6)
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Sakshi, Vinesh for 
World wrestling 
LUCKNOW

Ace women wrestlers Sakshi

Malik and Vinesh Phogat on

Friday made the cut in the

Indian squad for the World

Wrestling Championship to

be held in Paris next month.

The squad for the

tournament was announced

after the Wrestling

Federation of India (WFI)

conducted selection trials

across weight categories at

the STC Lucknow here.
The squad: Women: Vinesh
Phogat (48kg), Sheetal
(53kg), Lalita (55kg), Pooja
Dhanda (58kg), Sakshi Malik
(60kg), Shilpi (63kg), Navjot
Kaur (69kg), Pooja (75kg). PTI

Harinder stuns top seed,
enters inal 
ADELAIDE

India’s Harinder Pal Sandhu

stormed into the final of the

South Australian Open, a PSA

world tour event, with a 11-9,

14-12, 7-11, 11-9 win over the

top seed Piedro Schweertman

of the Netherlands in the

semifinals here on Friday. The

third-seeded Indian, winner

of two previous outings in

May, is on the threshold of

annexing his eighth PSA title.
PTI

IN BRIEF

A confident India will seek to
extend its unbeaten run to
five matches and secure a
semifinal spot when it takes
on South Africa in the ICC
Women’s World Cup here on
Saturday. 

India is on a superb run
having beaten England, West
Indies, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka convincingly to be
second in the standings be-
hind Australia. 

South Africa, on the other
hand, is fifth with two wins
and a loss from four games
with one ending in a
washout. 

Not only because of the
good cricket it has been play-
ing in the tournament, India
will also take heart from its
recent success against South
Africa, whom it beat in the fi-
nal of a quadrangular series
in May. 

India was able to defend
232 in its previous game
against Sri Lanka although it
looked like posting a bigger
total after the launchpad
provided by Deepti Sharma
and skipper Mithali Raj. 

With 206 runs at 68.66,

stylish opener Smriti Mand-
hana remains India’s leading
run-getter despite failures in
the last two games. 

Mithali has led from the
front, scoring 178 runs in four
games, which includes two
half-centuries. 

The spin trio of Ekta Bisht,
Poonam Yadav and Deepti
Sharma have been the back-
bone of India’s bowling, shar-
ing 19 wickets amongst them. 

They face the South Afric-
ans, who are looking to
bounce back from the Eng-
land loss after the hosts
amassed the fifth highest
score in the World Cup his-
tory to win by 68 runs. 

But captain Dane van
Niekerk believes her bowlers
can reproduce the team’s
stunning form that saw them
bowl the West Indies out for
48 at the same venue. 

India eyes semiinal spot 
South Africa looks to bounce back from the loss against England 

Flying high: The conident Indian women will seek to extend
their unbeaten run when they take on South Africa on
Saturday. * AP 

Press Trust of India

Leicester
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Today’s matches 

� India vs South Africa 

� New Zealand vs

Pakistan
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WORLD CUP

BENGALURU: Baracchus and Integ-
rated may fight out the finish of the
Squanderer Trophy (1,400m), the
feature event of the races to be
held here on Saturday ( July 8). 
False rails (width about 9m from
1,600m to the winning post) will be
in position.

1 TUDOR JET PLATE (Div. II),
(1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 4-y-o &

over, 2.30 p.m.: 1. Zafrina (2)
Nazerul Alam 60, 2. Paradiso (5)
S.A. Amit 57.5, 3. Princess Holly (6)
Kiran Rai 57.5, 4. Precious Mo-
ments (3) Bhawani Singh 56, 5. Tu-
dor Prince (13) Akshay Kumar 56,
6. Celtic Mist (7) Rayan Ahmed
55.5, 7. Mistress Of Spice (1) P.P.
Dhebe 55.5, 8. Roaring Thunder
(12) P.S. Chouhan 55.5, 9. Anemos
(4) R. Marshall 54.5, 10. Florencia
(9) Md. Asif Khan 54.5, 11. High
Voltage (8) Adarsh 54.5, 12. Calico
Star (11) A. Merchant 53 and 13.
Kanthaka (10) R. Anand 52.5.
1. ZAFRINA, 2. CELTIC MIST, 3.

PARADISO

2 ROYAL TERN PLATE (1,100m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms),

3.00: 1. Highland Wind (7) P.S.
Chouhan 56, 2. Multiple (5) A.
Sandesh 56, 3. Perfect Monarch (2)
Khurshad 56, 4. Smith And Wesson
(3) Md. Azharuddin 56, 5. All-
settogo (8) S.K. Paswan 54.5, 6. As
Time Goes By (6) P.P. Dhebe 54.5,
7. Jumirah (9) A. Merchant 54.5, 8.
Lady Majestic (11) Adarsh 54.5, 9.
Oasis Breeze (10) Suraj Narredu
54.5, 10. Piper Regina (1) Jagadeesh
54.5 and 11. Purity (4) Vinod
Shinde 54.5.
1. OASIS BREEZE, 2. AS TIME GOES

BY, 3. MULTIPLE

3 H.B. GUNDAPPA GOWDA ME-

MORIAL CUP (1,400m), rated 45

to 65, 3.30: 1. El Fenix (5) Srinath
60, 2. Force Ensign (9) S.A. Amit
60, 3. Gypsy (14) Nazerul Alam
59.5, 4. Pearl City (11) Suraj
Narredu 59.5, 5. Topaz (6) Darshan
58.5, 6. Bonfire (4) Dhanu Singh
58, 7. Amazing Redd (3) Shobhan
56.5, 8. Frenemee (7) Sunil Samson
56.5, 9. Tax Free (2) R. Pradeep 56,
10. Secret Dimension (10) Kiran Rai
55.5, 11. Racing Fire (13) P. Trevor
55, 12. Summerhill (1) Bhawani
Singh 55, 13. Ravelnation (8) Rayan
Ahmed 54.5 and 14. Avarua (12)
Neeraj 53.
1. PEARL CITY, 2. RAVELNATION, 3.

EL FENIX

4 SQUANDERER TROPHY

(1,400m), rated 60 & above,
4.00: 1. Integrated (1) Srinath 62, 2.
Topspot (7) Suraj Narredu 62, 3.
Rafa (2) P. Trevor 59.5, 4. Drops Of
Jupiter (11) Neeraj 58.5, 5. Barac-
chus (8) A. Sandesh 58, 6. Ayrton
(4) S. John 56, 7. Pearl Reward (9)
Vinod Singh 56, 8. Speed Hawk (6)
Rayan Ahmed 55, 9. Ace Badraan
(3) Nazerul Alam 53.5, 10. Michaela
(10) P.S. Chouhan 52.5 and 11.
Saladin (5) A. Merchant 52.
1. BARACCHUS, 2. INTEGRATED, 3.

ACE BADRAAN

5 TUDOR JET PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 4-y-o &

over, 4.35: 1. Grecian Light (8) S.
John 60, 2. Celestial Storm (11)
Chetan Gowda 58.5, 3. I Smile (9)
M. Naveen 58, 4. Island Pearl (3)
Kiran Rai 57.5, 5. Strong Conviction
(2) Khurshad 57.5, 6. Regal Music
(12) Dhanu Singh 57, 7. Blazing
Faith (6) P. Trevor 55.5, 8. Happy
Hours (4) R. Marshall 55.5, 9. Rock
N Rolla (1) A. Vishwanath 55.5, 10.
Del Ferro (5) S.K. Paswan 53.5, 11.
Espresso (13) P.P. Dhebe 53.5, 12.

Man Of Law (7) Raja Rao 53.5 and
13. Shivalik’s Rule (10) Syed Imran
53.5.

1. GRECIAN LIGHT, 2. BLAZING

FAITH, 3. REGAL MUSIC

6 BOLD GESTURE PLATE

(1,600m), rated 30 to 50, 4-y-o
& over, 5.10: 1. Amazing Desire (10)
Rayan Ahmed 60, 2. Fresh Start (8)
A. Imran Khan 60, 3. Campari Girl
(5) Neeraj 58, 4. Super Smart (14)
S.A. Amit 58, 5. Tuscano (7) P.S.
Chouhan 57, 6. Alaina (4) S. John
56.5, 7. Lochinvar (2) Srinath 56.5,
8. Bazinga (12) K. Raghu 55.5, 9.
Satinette (9) P. Trevor 55.5, 10. Yel-
lowzone (11) B. Harish 55.5, 11.
James Bond (6) A. Merchant 54.5,
12. Ninon (13) Suraj Narredu 54, 13.
Inter Flora (1) Jagadeesh 53 and 14.
Proudprince (3) P.P. Dhebe 52.

1. FRESH START, 2. PROUDPRINCE,

3. LOCHINVAR

7 NOBLE PRINCESS PLATE

(1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5.45: 1.
Dont Trust Anyone (3) K. Raghu
60, 2. Arizone (7) P.S. Chouhan 59,
3. Raw Gold (6) Suraj Narredu 57, 4.
Aine (4) A. Ramu 56, 5. Noble
Splendor (9) A. Imran Khan 55.5, 6.
Turf Legend (5) Bhawani Singh
55.5, 7. Air Of Distinction (8) Ak-
shay Kumar 55, 8. Perfect Stride
(10) Kiran Rai 53.5, 9. Silken Striker
(11) Jagadeesh 53.5, 10. Grey Hound
(1) Adarsh 52.5 and 11. Flashy
Touch (2) R. Anand 52.

1. AIR OF DISTINCTION, 2. RAW

GOLD, 3. GREY HOUND

Day’s best: PEARL CITY

Double: OASIS BREEZE — GRECIAN

LIGHT

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and
4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7.

Baracchus and Integrated 
may ight out the inish 

Ramkumar Ramanathan
lost 6-7(5), 6-3, 7-5 to sev-
enth seed Salvatore Caruso
in the €43,000 Challenger
(hard court) here.
The results: €43,000 Chal-
lenger, Recanti: Second
round: Salvatore Caruso (Ita)
bt Ramkumar Ramanathan 6-7
(5), 6-3, 7-5.
$25,000 Futures, Shenzhen:
Quarterfinals: Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran bt Vishnu Vardhan
7-5, 6-4; Li Zhe (Chn) by Karu-
nuday Singh 6-1, 7-5.
$15,000 Futures, Colombo:
Semifinals: Sumit Nagal bt
Yurii Dzhavakian (Ukr) 6-0,
6-2. 
Doubles final: Hady Habib
(USA) & Ankit Chopra bt
Chandril Sood & Lakshit Sood
2-6, 7-5, [10-8].
$15,000 ITF women, Sharm
El Sheikh: Second round: Jac-
queline Cabaj Awad (Swe) bt Y.
Pranjala 7-5, 6-3; Vera Zvonar-
eva (Rus) bt Kanika Vaidya
6-0, 6-2. 
Doubles quarterfinals: An-
gelina Zhuravleva (Rus) &
Kanika Vaidya bt Sri Vaishnavi
Peddi Reddy & Y. Pranjala 6-3,
6-2; Verena Hofer & Francesca
Sella (Ita) bt Linda Prenkovic
(Ger) & Tanisha Rohira 7-5,
7-5.

Ramkumar
crashes out
Sports Bureau

Recanti, Italy

Arintap Dasgupta defeated
Shouvik Ghosh 21-10, 21-14
to take the men’s title in
the West Bengal State bad-
minton championship here
on Friday.

The results (final):

Men: Arintap Dasgupta bt
Shouvik Ghosh 21-10, 21-14;
Doubles: Arup Baidya &
Sourav Chatterjee bt
Trinankur Nag & Ashutosh
Tiwari 21-17, 21-18.

Women: Manidipa Dey bt
Khiranky Sengupta 21-18,
21-18.

Arintap
wins title
Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Tvesa Malik got her profes-
sional career off to a dream
start with victory in the sev-
enth leg of the Hero Wo-
men’s Pro Golf Tour on Fri-
day. Competing in her first
event since turning pro, the
21-year-old from Haryana
showed great composure to
claim a one-shot victory over
Gaurika Bishnoi at the
Eagleton Golf Resort here. 

The two were level for
much of the final round be-
fore Tvesa sank the decisive
birdie on the 15th, holding

that advantage till the end. 

“It was a really fun day. It
was neck and neck the
whole way. There was a
good amount of pressure,”
she said after collecting a
cheque for ₹140,000.

The scores (final top eight): 

218: Tvesa Malik (75, 71, 72);
219: Gaurika Bishnoi (72, 75,
72); 224: Gursimar Badwal (76,
73, 75), Saaniya Sharma (75, 72,
77).

225: Pranavi Urs (A) (74, 75,
76); 226: Shweta Mansingh (81,
73, 72); 228: Sharmila Nicollet
(76, 77, 75), Smriti Mehra (76,
75, 77).

GOLF

Tvesa Malik triumphs 
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Tvesa Malik. * SHREEDUTTA

CHIDANANDA 

Sachin loses final, 
settles for silver 
BANGKOK

World youth champion Sachin

Siwach (49kg) had to be

content with silver after

going down 5-0 in the final of

the Asian Youth boxing

championship on Friday to

Uzbeksitan’s Samandar

Kholmurodov. India finished

the tournament with a silver

and five bronze medals, with

gold eluding the country for

the second successive edition.

Earlier, Ankit Kumar (60kg),

Naveen Boora (69kg),

Harshpreet Sahrawat (+91kg),

Mohammed Etash Khan

(56kg) and Sachin (75kg) had

lost in the semifinals to settle

for bronze. 

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
girls entered the final of the
Youth National basketball
championship at
Gachibowli Indoor Sta-
dium here on Friday. In the
first semifinal, Tamil Nadu
defeated Kerala 59-50. 

Karnataka girls scored a
far more convincing 75-46
win over Uttar Pradesh.

The results: Boys: Semifinals:
Punjab 68 (Princepal Singh
21, Rajan 13) bt Andhra Pra-
desh 53 (M. Mani Kanta 19);
Madhya Pradesh 85 (Divya Raj
Singh Rathore 34, Udayveer
Yadav 28) bt Haryana 82
(Kapil Mor 30, Mukesh 24).

Girls: Semifinals: TN 59
(Pushpa 29) bt Kerala 50
(Anna Mary Zachariah 22);
Karnataka 75 (Sanjana
Ramesh 23, Anagha Nagara-
jan 13) bt UP 46 (Vartika
Kushwaha 19).

Karnataka,
TN in inal 
Special Correspondent

Hyderabad

Ayaz Shaikh and Shubham
Patel went one better than a
perfect 10, clinching all 11
races of the 470 class held so
far in the Hyderabad Sailing
Week senior multi-class
regatta at the Hussain Sagar
on Friday.

The duo from the Army
Yachting Node (AYN), Mum-
bai, appeared way superior
to the competition, getting
the gun often in excess of a
full leg. 

The results: Laser Standard: IX:
1. Manu Francis, 2. Mohit Saini,
3. K.K. Pandey (all AYN); X: 1.
Deelip Kumar, 2. Sunil Kumar, 3.
MD Israj Ali (all EMESA); XI: 1.
Harpreet Singh, 2. Muzahid
Khan, 3. Mohit Saini (all AYN).

Laser Radial: VII: 1. Harpreet
Singh, 2. Sharif Khan (both
AYN), 3. Deelip Kumar (EMESA);
VIII: 1. Sharif, 2. Shikhar Garg
(NSS), 3. Deelip; IX: 1. Avinash
Yadav (INWTC, G), 2. Harpreet,
3. Sharif; X: 1. Deelip, 2. Har-

preet Singh, 3. Govind Bairagi
(NSS).

Laser 4.7: IX: 1. Harshita Tomar,
2. Ram Milan Yadav (both NSS),
3. Krisha Mongia (RBYC); X: 1.
Chitresh T, 2. Aniket Rajaram
(both TNSA), 3. Koteshwara Rao
(TSC); XI: 1. Mahesh B., 2.
Chitresh, 3. Govind Bairagi
(NSS).

Finn: VIII: 1. Swatantra Singh, 2.
Naveen Kumar, 3. Vivek (all
AYN); IX: 1. Naveen, 2. Swatan-
tra, 3. Sukhvir Singh (AYN); X: 1.
Swatantra Singh, 2. Sukhvir, 3.

Naveen; XI: 1. Swatantra, 2.
Prabith A. (AYN), 3. Vivek (all
AYN).

RS: IX: 1. K Arjun Reddy (AYN),
2. Kamlapati Ojha (EMESA), 3.
M. Padhan (INWTC, G); X: 1. Ar-
jun, 2. Jerome Kumar (AYN), 3.
Rahul Choudhary (INWTC, M);
XI: 1. Jerome, 2. Arjun Reddy, 3.
Padhan.

470: VIII: 1. Ayaz Shaikh &
Shubham Patel (AYN), 2.
Virender Singh & Sudhanshu
Shekhar (INWTC, M), 3. Praveen
Kumar & Ravindra Kumar

Sharma (INWTC, M); IX: 1. Ayaz
& Shubham, 2. Virender & Sud-
hanshu, 3. Atul Lande & Mahesh
Yadav (AYN); X: 1. Ayaz &
Shubham, 2. Praveen &
Ravindra, 3. Virender & Sud-
hanshu; XI: 1. Ayaz & Shubham,
2. Praveen & Ravindra, 3. Prabin
R & Vijay Singh (AYN).

Hobie-16: X: 1. Jaspreet Singh &
Vishnu Prasad (AWSA), 2. Pawan
Kumar & Nitin (AYN), 3. Kaushal
Kumar Yadav & Girish (AWSA);
XI: 1. Kamlesh Kumar Patel &
Rawankar (AYN), 2. Jaspreet &
Vishnu, 3. Kaushal & Girish; XII:
1. Kamlesh / Rawankar, 2.
Kaushal & Girish, 3. Pawan &
Nitin.

Enterprise: VIII: 1. Ashish Kumar
Patel & Nagen Behera (EMESA),
2. Sathish Kumar & Rahul M.
Nair (AYN), 3. E. Hemanth Ku-
mar & Amit Arvind Shinde
(CESC); IX: 1. Hemanth & Amit,
2. Sathish & Rahul, 3. Ashish &
Behera; X: Ashish & Behera, 2.
Sathish & Rahul, 3. A.N. Swami &
V.S. Chahal (INWTC, V); XI: 1.
Sathish & Rahul, 2. Ashish & Be-
hera, 3. Hemanth & Amit.

SAILING

Ayaz and Shubham clinch 11 races 
A. JOSEPH ANTONY

HYDERABAD

Top of their class: Crew Shubham Patel hikes hard to get the
most out of the wind as Ayaz Shaikh steers their craft 
to victory. * G. RAMAKRISHNA

Multiple world champion,
Pankaj Advani praised his
teammates for putting it to-
gether and driving India to
the trophy in the Asian
snooker championship.

Returning from Bishek,
Kyrgyzstan, after the tri-
umph against Pakistan in
the final, Advani acknow-
ledged that Laxman Rawat
and Malkeet Singh played a
significant part.

“Everyone cannot play at
the same level every day,
every time. This is so special
because we all gelled to-
gether so well. Everyone
had an equal part to play,
whether it was Malkeet in
the initial stages or Laxman
towards the end along with
me. We all did our bit at the
right time,” Advani said, at
the SAI-BSFI National Cue
Sports Academy here on
Friday.

India had beaten Iran and
Thailand on the way to sub-

duing Pakistan in the final.
“People talk a lot more

when it comes to an India-
Pakistan encounter. That ad-
ded pressure is there. You
do feel the nerves at times,”
he said about bouncing back
from a ‘missed pink’ in the
doubles match of the final.

“I told him to calm down.
You are human. You have to
be poker faced, you can’t
show anything. One shot
later we got the next chance
and it all came down to me
to finish it off,” said Advani,
about his interaction with
Laxman who had fumbled
with the pink, after a bril-
liant response from being 0-
53 down with a break of 49.

Advani quoted the ex-
amples of badminton and
kabaddi as two games that
have made distinct progress
thanks to consistent televi-
sion coverage.

“If you want to develop a
sports culture, you have to
follow your sport day in day
out,” he said.

CUE SPORTS

Advani all praise
for team work

Winning unit: Malkeet Singh, Pankaj Advani and Laxman
Rawat pose with the trophy in the 5th Asian snooker team
championship. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Barcelona’s Argentinian
striker Lionel Messi and his
father saw their suspended
prison sentences for tax
fraud reduced to fines by a
Barcelona court on Friday.

The pair had been con-
victed of hiding image
rights royalties in offshore
accounts and had been
given suspended jail terms
of 21 and 15 months.

Reprieve 
for Messi
Agence France-Presse

Barcelona
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P. Hari Krishna began his
campaign in the Grand
Prix chess championship
with an 84-move victory
over Russia’s Alexander Ra-
izantsev here on Thursday. 
The results (first round): Al-
exander Riazantsev (Rus) lost
to P. Hari Krishna; Levon
Aronian (Arm) drew with Li
Chao Bao (Chn); Boris Gelfand
(Isr) drew with Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov (Aze); Anish Giri
(Ned) lost to Teimour Radj-
abov (Aze).

Eljanov Pavel (Ukr) bt Hou
Yifan (Chn); Michael Adams
(Eng) bt Salem Saleh (UAE);
Ernesto Inarkiev (Rus) drew
with Alexander Grischuk
(Rus); Peter Svidler (Rus)
drew with Dmitry Jakovenko
(Rus); Richard Rapport (Hun)
drew with Ian Nepomniacht-
chi (Rus).

Hari starts
with a win 
Sports Bureau

Geneva

Local GM Vaibhav Suri pun-
ished an adventurous
second seed Aravindh
Chithambaram for a ques-
tionable bishop-sacrifice
and emerged the sole leader
after the sixth round of the
Commonwealth chess
championship here on Fri-
day. 

Before top seed Abhijeet
Gupta settled for a draw in
spite of looking good to as-
sert his superiority against
Swapnil Dhopade, the fifth
overnight leader Tejas Bakre
drew with fellow GM Abhijit
Kunte.

As things stand, Suri
leads the field with 5.5
points, followed by a pack of
four — Abhijeet, Dhopade,
Tejas and Australian Inter-
national Master Aleksandar
Wohl — at five points. 

Lucky break

Suri, looked to be playing
for a draw with white pieces
from the start of his French
Defence game, surprisingly
got lucky when Aravindh,
after gaining a kingside
pawn, chose to sacrifice his
bishop to break white king’s
castle. 

Suri proceeded carefully
and after 80 moves, reached
a position where Aravindh

had to either lose the queen
or get checkmated. 

Among the women, Swati
Ghate (4.5) moved ahead
after a creditable draw with
Bangladesh’s GM Ziaur Rah-
man. The defeat of Bhakti
Kulkarni to Wohl also
helped Swati’s cause. 

In a big surprise, local
G.B. Joshi needed just 21
moves with white pieces to
crush Padmini Rout after
the reigning National wo-
men’s champion seriously
misplayed the opening lines
of French Defence.
The results (sixth round):
Open: Abhijeet Gupta (5) drew
with Swapnil Dhopade (5);
Vaibhav Suri (5.5) bt Aravindh
Chithambaram (4.5); Tejas
Bakre (5) drew with Abhijit
Kunte (5); Mitrabha Guha (4.5)
drew with Shardul Gagare
(4.5); Bhakti Kulkarni (4) lost
to Aleksandar Wohl (Aus, 5);
Ziaur Rahman (Ban, 4) drew
with Swati Ghate (4.5).

Niaz Murshed (Ban, 3.5) lost
to M.S. Thej Kumar (4.5); Sahaj
Grover (3.5) lost to Pravin
Thipsay (4.5); Deepan
Chakkravarthy (4.5) bt K. Priy-
anka (3.5).

Mary Ann Gomes (4) drew
with Abdullah Al Rakib Mollah
(4); Chakravarthi Reddy (4)
drew with Ankit Rajpara (4); V.
Pranavananda (3.5) lost to P.
Shyam Nikhil (4.5).

Vaibhav pulls ahead
Top seed Abhijeet settles for a draw 

Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

Smart move: Vaibhav Suri, left, defeated second seed
Aravindh Chithambaram in the sixth round.

C’WEALTH CHESS

He was not sure when an In-
dian last won the men’s
400m gold at the Asian Ath-
letics Championships. All
that Kerala quartermiler
Muhammed Anas knew was
it felt like a dream after win-
ning the title here on Friday
night.

It certainly looked like a
dream as India won gold
after gold, four in all in one
happy hour under a steady
drizzle at the Kalinga Sta-
dium here.

Women’s quartermiler
Nirmala Sheoran and men’s
and women’s 1500m run-
ners Ajay Kumar Saroj and
P.U. Chitra were the
gold-winners.

Defending champion and
continental record-holder
Qatar’s Femi Ogunode was
jolted by Iran’s Hassan
Taftian in a photo finish for
the 100m gold, while local

star Dutee Chand took
bronze in the women’s sec-
tion. Sheoran’s yellow, in the
400m, was expected. The
Asian leader this season, she
was never under threat and
all the action happened be-
hind her.

In the end, young Jisna
Mathew pipped M.R.
Poovamma to clinch the
bronze, her first at the senior
continental meet. 

Anas, who was forced to
run the semifinal a second
time this morning after
protests from a few runners
that they were confused by
another clap when the gun
went off last evening, felt a
bit tight but still held off a
strong challenge from Tamil
Nadu’s Arokia Rajiv. 

“This certainly looks like a
dream, never did I expect a
gold here,” said National re-
cord-holder Anas.

The biggest surprise came
from P.U. Chitra, whose
name did not even figure in
the team list released ini-

tially. “Yes, this is a big, big
surprise… and suddenly, I’m
going to the Worlds,” said
the Kerala girl after winning
the metric mile.

A few minutes later Ajay
Kumar Saroj battled hard
with Qatar’s Jamal Hairane
on the home stretch and
grabbed the men’s 1500m
title. 

However, there was some
disappointment with Amiya
Mallick, the country’s fastest
man, being disqualified for a
false start in the semifinal
earlier.

The men’s 4x100m relay
team was also pushed out in
the morning after a zone vi-
olation in the heats.

The results: Men: 100m: 1.
Hassan Taftian (Irn) 10.25s; 2.
Femi Ogunode (Qat) 10.26; 3.
Yang Chun-Han (Tpe) 10.31.

400m: 1. Muhammed Anas
45.77s; 2. Arokia Rajiv 46.14; 3.
Ahmed Mubarak (Oma) 46.39.

1500m: 1. Ajay Kumar Saroj
3:45.85s; 2. Jamal Hairane
(Qat) 3:46.90; 3. Moslem Nai-

doost (Irn) 3:48.53.

Triple jump: 1. Zhu Yaming
(Chn) 16.82m; 2. Mark Harry Di-
ones (Phi) 16.45; 3. Xu Xiaolong
(Chn) 16.45.

Shot put: 1. Ali Samari (Irn)
19.80m; 2. Tajinderpal Singh
Toor 19.77; 3. Ivan Ivanov (Kaz)
19.41.

Decathlon: 1. Suttisak Singkon
(Tha) 7732 pts; 2. Kazuya Kawa-
saki (Jpn) 7584; 3. Guo Qi (Chn)
7495.

Women: 100m: 1. Viktoriya Zy-
abkina (Kaz) 11.39s; 2. Olga
Safronova (Kaz) 11.45; 3. Dutee
Chand 11.52.

400m: 1. Nirmala Sheoran
52.01s; 2. Quach Thi (Vie)
52.78; 3. Jisna Mathew 53.32.

1500m: 1. P.U. Chitra 4:17.92s;
2. Geng Min (Chn) 4:19.15; 3.
Ayako Jinnouchi (Jpn) 4:19.90.

High jump: 1. Nadiya Dusanova
(Uzb) 1.84s; 2. Yeung Man Wai
(HK) 1.80; Wang Xueyi (Chn)
1.80 & Liu Jingyi (Chn – three
girls finished second).

Hammer: 1. Luo Na (Chn)
69.92m; 2. Liu Tingting (Chn)
69.45; 3. Hitomi Katsuyama
(Jpn) 60.22.

Powering home: Nirmala Sheoran won the women’s 400m gold and Muhammed Anas the men’s on Friday. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

A dream day for India 
Hosts pick up four gold medals; Jisna pips Poovamma to the 400m bronze

Stan Rayan

BHUBANESWAR

ASIAN ATHLETICS

C), North Korea (Group D),
Japan (Group E), Iraq (Group
F) have their work cut out in
the FIFA event, starting Oc-
tober 6 with India facing the
US at the Jawaharlal Nehru
stadium in New Delhi.

Iran has to contend with
Germany, Guinea and Costa
Rica, while the Koreans take
on Brazil and Spain. Japan
has France to tackle.

The Iraqis battle it out
with England, Chile and
Mexico in a tough Group F.

African nations have won
the U-17 competition the
most number of times.
Kanu’s home nation Nigeria,

India has been placed along-
side African powerhouse
Ghana, the United States
and Colombia in Group A for
the FIFA U-17 World Cup.

Brazil and Spain are in
Group D. 

Star-studded

The draw was attended by
World Cup stars Nwankwo
Kanu and Esteban Cambi-
asso, India captain Sunil Ch-
hetri and Olympic badmin-
ton silver medallist P.V.
Sindhu.

Asian nations Iran (Group

the most successful from the
region, has not qualified this
time. Niger, Mali, Guinea
and Ghana carry African
hopes.

Likewise, Cambiasso’s
Italy will not figure in the
2017 edition, to be held in
six cities across India.

The groupings: 

Group A: India, USA, Colombia,
Ghana. Group B: Mali,
Paraguay, New Zealand, Turkey.
Group C: Germany, Iran,
Guinea, Costa Rica. Group D:
Spain, Brazil, Niger, DPR Korea.
Group E: France, Japan, Hon-
duras, New Caledonia. Group F:
Mexico, Iraq, Chile, England.

FOOTBALL

U-17 WC: India drawn with Ghana 
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Cycle mania: German supporter El Diablo lights up the
seventh stage of the Tour de France which saw Marcel Kittel
pip Edvald Boasson Hagen in a photo-inish. * AFP
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Mythical support

Justin Gatlin, the 2004
Olympic 100m champion
who has served two doping
bans, clocked 9.96sec in
the 100m, nipping in
ahead of Ivorian Youssef
ben Meite (9.98) and South
African sprint hope Akani
Simbine. (9.99), at the Dia-
mond League meet at
Lausanne on Thursday.

“I didn’t have a great
start,” said Gatlin, 35. “I’m
not at my A-game at the
moment and that shows
I’m a human.”

“I am still a competitor
Now I will be able to go
back to training knowing
that my bases are are in
place.”

World record holder
Wayde van Niekerk
stormed to victory in the
400m. van Niekerk is on
fire this season, having run
personal bests in the 100m
(9.94sec) and 200m (19.84)
last month, and setting a
new world best time of
30.81sec in the rarely-run
300m in Ostrava last week.

Dutchwoman Dafne
Schippers timed 22.10s to
win the 200m from Ivorian
Marie-Josee Ta Lou (10.16).
Important results (winners
only): Men: 100m: Justin Gat-
lin (USA) 9.96; 400m: Wayde
van Niekerk (RSA) 43.62; ;
1500m: Aman Wote (Eth)
3:32.20; 5000m: Muktar
Edris (Eth) 12:55.23; Triple
jump: Pedro Pichardo (Cub)
17.60m; Pole vault: Sam
Kendricks (USA) 5.93m; Shot
put: Ryan Crouser (USA)
22.39m.
Women: 200m: Dafne Schip-
pers (Ned) 22.10; 800m:
Francine Niyonsaba (Bdi)
1:56.82; 100m hurdles:
Sharika Nelvis (USA) 12.53;
400m hurdles: Ashley Spen-
cer (USA) 53.90; High jump:
Maria Lasitskene (Rus)
2.06m; Long jump: Ivana
Spanovic (Srb) 6.79m;
Javelin: Sara Kolak (Cro)
68.43m.

Gatlin goes
sub-10 
Agence France-Presse

Lausanne

Bradley Lowery, who be-
came one of the iconic im-
ages of last season’s
Premier League through
his friendship with the
then Sunderland striker
Jermain Defoe, has died
aged six, his family re-
vealed on his Facebook
page.

The devoted Sunderland
supporter suffered from a
rare form of cancer neuro-
blastoma and had of late
been receiving palliative
care at his home.

Defoe broke down in
tears on Thursday when
asked about him declaring
his ‘best mate’ only had
days to live.

Defoe’s 
‘best mate’
Lowery dies 

Bradley Lowery with 
Jermain Defoe. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

London

Lewis Hamilton will have a
five-place grid penalty for
Sunday's Austrian Grand
Prix after his car required
an unscheduled gearbox
change, Mercedes said on
Friday.

Five-place
grid penalty
for Hamilton
Reuters

SPIELBERG, Austria
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