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IDIOMS AND PHRASES (SET-A) 

Directions (1-25): In the following question, four alternatives are given for the idiom/phrase 

underlined in the sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the 

idiom/phrase. 

1. He went on sowing wild oats; he reaped 

sufferings in his old age. 

 (A) Inviting troubles as a boy  

 (B) Warning others as a young man 

 (C) Irresponsible pleasure seeking in young 

age 

 (D) Sowing gains called oats when young 

2. I don’t know why she has become stand-

offish recently. 

 (A) Angry  (B) Hilarious 

 (C) Indifferent (D) Unmanageable 

3. I cannot put up with your misconduct any 

longer. 

 (A) Excuse (B) Refuse 

 (C) Accept (D) Tolerate 

4. I did not mind what he was saying, he was 

only talking through his hat. 

 (A) Talking nonsense 

 (B) Talking ignorantly 

 (C) Talking irresponsibly 

 (D) Talking insultingly 

5. He is so furious that he would go through fire 

and water to revenge himself on his foe.  

 (A) Approach everybody for help  

 (B) Avail himself of any opportunity 

 (C) Use any conceivable method  

 (D) Undergo any risk  

6. That fellow trumped up  a story. 

 (A) translated 

 (B) sang with the music of a trumpet  

 (C) concocted  

 (D) copied 

7. A brave solider will never show the white 

feather  in the face of his enemy.  

 (A) show signs of cowardice  

 (B) act arrogantly  

 (C) show intimacy 

 (D) act impudently  

8. You have to be tactful in handling the 

sensitive matters rather than putting the cart 

before the horse.  

 (A) Treating things indifferently behaving 

thoughtlessly 

 (B) Behaving thoughtlessly  

 (C) Dealing with things in haste 

 (D) Tackling things in the wrong way 

9.  There followed an awkward silence after Ram 

declared his love to her. 

 (A)  Uncomfortable silence  

 (B)  Embarrassing silence 

 (C)  Clumsy silence    

 (D)  A period of embarrassment 

10. The two women are so jealous of each other, 

that at the drop of hat they start insulting 

each other. 

 (A)  when hat falls   

 (B)  when any one drops a hat  
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 (C)  for no reason at all   

 (D)  on every occasion 

11. on the cards  

 (A) impossible (B) shocking  

 (C) evident (D) anticipated 

12. dark horse  

 (A) an extremely corrupt person  

 (B) A notorious criminal 

 (C) An extremely rich person 

 (D) An unexpected winner 

13. To turn over a new leaf  

 (A) to change for the better  

 (B) to start writing a new book 

 (C) to work on a novel idea 

 (D) to clear the garden 

14. To keep up one’s appearances  

 (A) to make public appearances now and 

then.  

 (B) to maintain one’s looks and appearance.  

 (C) to keep up an outward show of 

prosperity.  

 (D) to make it appear that one is not 

concerned.  

15. take to one’s heels  

 (A) to measure upto one’s standard  

 (B) to shake in one’s shoes 

 (C) to run away 

 (D) to run slowly 

16. The green eyed monster struck me the 

moment I saw my best friend talking to 

another girl.  

 (A) Anger (B)  Hatred  

 (C) Envy  (D)  Jealousy 

17. They have made many changes in the policy, 

but how many of these changes are going to 

affect the man in the street?  

 (A) the homeless man    

 (B) the ordinary man    

 (C) the man who works on the street  

 (D) the man who repairs roads 

18. Sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. 

 (A)  A good done to others does not go 

unnoticed 

 (B)  Do or say a thing which may bring severe 

punishment 

 (C)  Prevention is better than cure 

 (D) See no evil and do no evil 

19. The students wanted a holiday, but the 

Principal put his foot down and said, ‘No’.  

 (A) asserted his authority   

 (B) kicked them 

 (C) stepped out 

 (D) came downstairs 

20. Do not run down your friends in public.  

 (A)  fight with   

 (B)  follow  

 (C)  make a mention of  

 (D)  criticize 

21. To rise like a phoenix 

 (A)  to resemble a phoenician 

 (B)  to get up with a start 

 (C)  to rise with a new life 

 (D)  to rise with anger 

22. Every piece of furniture in her house in is 

apple-pie order. 

 (A)  very neatly arranged 

 (B)  painted in light colours 

 (C) kept in a disoraganised way           

 (D)  very delicately arranged 

23. To show one's white feather 

 (A)  to show arrogance 

 (B)  to show signs of cowardice 

 (C)  seek peace 

 (D)  to become polite 

24. To rule the roost 
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 (A)  to domineer (B)  to surrender 

 (C)  to run away (D)  to fight 

25. To nail one's  colours to the mast 

 (A)  to understand the fact 

 (B)  to refuse to surrender 

 (C)  to mishandle something 

 (D)  to accept the proposal 


