
www.toprankers.com 

 

IDIOMS AND PHRASES (SET-B) 

Directions (1-25): In the following question, four alternatives are given for the idiom/phrase 

underlined in the sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the 

idiom/phrase. 

1. He will certainly come to grief if he does not 

leave his present friends. 

 (A)  addicted 

 (B)  go up to the extreme 

 (C)  suffer  

 (D) enjoy 

2. Nowadays, one gets good literary books once 

in a blue moon. 

 (A)  from renowned publisher 

 (B)  at very low cost 

 (C) when moon gives blue light           

 (D)  rarely 

3. Reena is a kind of person who wears her 

heart on her sleeve. 

 (A) expresses her emotions freely 

 (B)  expresses her emotions curbingly 

 (C)  suppresses her emotions openly 

 (D)  suppresses her excitement sparingly 

4. Fresh out of college, Ram found it difficult to 

get a job as he was wet  behind the ears. 

 (A)  unsuitable (B)  inexperienced 

 (C)  unhealthy (D)  irresponsible 

5. "If he does not perform his duties properly, I 

will send him packing," said the manager. 

 (A)  send him to packing department  

 (B)  give him a warning 

 (C)  serve him a notice 

 (D)  terminate his services 

6. At one’s wit’s end. 

 (A)  to understand thoroughly 

 (B)  to be puzzled 

 (C)  to be a stupid person 

 (D)  to behave irrationally 

7. The clerk turned a deaf ear to his officer’s 

advice. 

 (A) Disputed 

 (B)  Paid attention to 

 (C)  Disregarded  

 (D)  Acknowledged gratefully 

8. He expects his subordinates to be always at 

his beck and call. 

 (A)  At rest (B)  At work 

 (C) At his disposal (D)  At their desks 

9. In the long run. 

 (A) Permanently (B)  Universally 

 (C) Occasionally (D)  Ultimately 

10. If you are in the good books of the boss, you 

are sure to rise quickly. 

 (A) Work well for the boss  

 (B) Praise the boss 

 (C) In favour with the boss  

 (D) Co-operate with boss 

11. There was opposition to the new policy by the 

rank and file of the Government. 

 (A) the official machinery 

 (B) the ordinary members 

 (C) the majority 

 (D) the cabinet members 

12. Fall flat 

 (A) to fail to stand 

 (B)  to fail to realise 

 (C)  to fail to maintain 
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 (D)  to fail to produce intended effect 

13. Weal and woe 

 (A) whole-heartedly  

 (B)  under suspicion 

 (C) ups and downs  

 (D)  friends and enemies 

14. Ride the high horse 

 (A)  started gambling  

 (B)  bought a horse 

 (C)  superior 

 (D)  went on a vacation 

15. Rack and ruin 

 (A)  destroyed (B)  ransacked 

 (C)  successful (D)  debt 

16. For some people, writing verse is as duck 

takes to water. 

  (A) like taking the duck to water 

  (B) like bursting out suddenly 

  (C) like dropping the duck in the water 

  (D) like easily and naturally speaking 

17. He made my day by telling me how important 

I was to him. 

  (A) gave me great pleasure 

  (B) displeased me 

  (C) spoiled my day 

  (D) made me resentful 

18. He made away with ten thousand rupees in 

the course of three months. 

 (A)  earned (B)  ran away with  

 (C)  squandered (D)  saved 

19. The students of that group have assured 

their project guide that they will all work 

against the clock. 

 (A)  work while keeping patience 

 (B)  work with vigour to finish in limited time 

 (C)  work with enthusiasm 

 (D)  work hard to go against the time  

20. To let off steam, my friend started 

murmuring. 

 (A)  to release his tension 

 (B)  to show his anger 

 (C)  to show his approval 

 (D)  to show his displeasure 

21. to be one's bottom dollar 

 (A)  to be doubtful about something 

 (B)  to spend all the money in betting. 

 (C)  to be very casual in life 

 (D)  to be quite certain about something. 

22. To put on airs  

 (A)  wearing costly clothes 

 (B)  travelling only by air 

 (C)  putting on weight 

 (D)  becoming very boastful 

23. Wear and tear 

 (A)  a brand name (B)  damage 

 (C)  dresses (D)  a warning 

24. In the twinkling of an eye. 

 (A)  before one's own eyes 

 (B) when everyone had their eyes turned 

away 

 (C)  very quickly  

 (D)  magically 

25. Hurry-scurry 

 (A)  turmoil (B)  scared 

 (C)  very quick (D) magical 


