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IDIOMS AND PHRASES (SET-C) 

Directions (1-25): In the following question, four alternatives are given for the idiom/phrase 

underlined in the sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the 

idiom/phrase. 

1. To  meet one’s Waterloo 

 (A)  To meet a strong adversary 

 (B)  To die an ignoble death 

 (C)  To meet one’s final defeat 

 (D)  To meet with humiliation 

2. To flog a dead horse 

 (A)  To try to achieve an impossible thing 

 (B)  To try to take work from a weak horse 

 (C)  To revive interest in a subject which is 

out of date 

 (D)  To act in a foolish way 

3. To take the wind out of another’s sails 

 (A) To detect motives of another  

 (B)  To cause harm to another 

 (C)  To anticipate another and to gain 

advantage over him  

 (D)  To manoeuvre to mislead another on the 

high seas 

4. To wrangle over an ass’s shadow 

 (A)  To do something funny 

 (B)  To waste time on petty things  

 (C)  To quarrel over trifles 

 (D)  To act in a foolish way 

5. To look down one's nose at 

 (A)  To show anger 

 (B) To backbite 

 (C) To insult in the presence of others 

 (D)  To regard with half-hidden displeasure or 

contempt 

6. To cut one short 

 (A)  To insult one 

 (B)  To criticize one 

 (C)  To interrupt one 

 (D)  To love one 

7. Beside the mark 

 (A)  Out of assumptions 

 (B)  Beyond the imagination 

 (C)  Beyond the reach 

 (D)  Irrelevant 

8. To put a good face on 

 (A)  To smile graciously  

 (B)  To be lucky in a business 

 (C) To bear up courageously  

 (D)  To treat others politely 

9. A far cry 

 (A)  A disadvantageous thing 

 (B) An unfounded claim 

 (C) A disappointing disparity 

 (D) A thing which is neglected by all 

10. He is really up in the creek without his 

friends and family members. 

 (A) in serious difficulties  

 (B)  forced to do very hard work 

 (C)  in a situation of failure  

 (D)  shy or modest 

11. To cut the crackle 

 (A)  to stop talking and start 

 (B)  to dig a well 

 (C)  to annoy others 

 (D)  to act in a friendly way 

12. Blue blood 

 (A)  something impossible 

 (B)  an aristocrat 
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 (C)  something costly 

 (D)  a funny object 

13. Oily tongue 

 (A)  flattery (B)  hungry person 

 (C)  strong critic (D)  rich food 

14. Bird’s eyeview 

 (A)  to view something closely 

 (B) a general view from above 

 (C) to view suspiciously  

 (D) to look from a different angle 

15. To chew the cud 

 (A) to be very annoyed  

 (B)  to think deeply 

 (C)  to eat humble food  

 (D)  to start doing something new 

16. Join battle 

 (A) to join the army  

 (B) to report for duty in the army camp after 

leave 

 (C) to begin fighting 

 (D) to clasp hands 

17. In the nick of time 

 (A) not bothering about time 

 (B) irregular 

 (C) just at the right moment 

 (D) to win or accomplish 

18. Seventh heaven 

 (A)  state of extreme joy  

 (B)  arrogant 

 (C)  very high  

 (D)  tall 

19. To lend an ear 

 (A) to ignore  

 (B)  to criticize 

 (C) to watch carefully  

 (D) to hear 

20. Man of letters 

 (A) who writes too many letters 

 (B) an important person 

 (C) a politician 

 (D) a literary person 

21. Spill the beans 

 (A)  blurt out the truth 

 (B)  cause wastage 

 (C)  influence adversely 

 (D)  throw away something 

22. Toe the line 

 (A) follow 

 (B)  attempt 

 (C)  ignore 

 (D)  adopt the negative posture 

23. To be led by the nose 

 (A)  to be delayed 

 (B)  to be punished 

 (C)  to follow submissively 

 (D)  to be dull 

24. Mud slinging 

 (A)  laying blame 

 (B)  giving pain 

 (C)  accusing someone 

 (D)  making slanderous accusations 

25. Poetic justice 

 (A)  justice meted out as deserved 
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 (B)  justice done by poets 

 (C)  justice by kangaroo court 

 (D)  fair play 


