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IDIOMS AND PHRASES (SET-D) 

Directions (1-25): In the following question, four alternatives are given for the idiom/phrase 

underlined in the sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the 

idiom/phrase. 

1. Over the head 

 (A) above the comprehension 

 (B) on top 

 (C) at the height 

 (D) too high 

2. To serve one right 

 (A)  to be deserved  

 (B)  to retaliate 

 (C)  to capture 

 (D)  to defeat 

3. Working against time 

 (A)  out of tune  

 (B)  improper time 

 (C)  with utmost speed    

 (D)  with irritation 

4. By fits and starts 

 (A)  annoying (B)  angrily 

 (C)  irregularly (D)  harshly 

5. Taking to heart 

 (A)  feeling lost  

 (B)  grieving 

 (C)  retaining in memory  

 (D)  being hurt 

6. To cast aspersions 

 (A)  to express doubt 

 (B)  to express false and malicious accusation 

 (C) to suspect 

 (D) to restore 

7. To burn the midnight oil 

 (A) to remain awake 

 (B) to use too much oil 

 (C) to work hard till late in the night 

 (D) to create a lot of light 

8. Through thick and thin 

 (A) through good as well as bad times 

 (B) through forests 

 (C) through all phases 

 (D) losing and gaining weight 

9. To cave in 

 (A)  to dig in     (B)  to make a hole 

 (C)  to yield      (D)  to change tune 

10. Call a spade a spade 

 (A) call things by their right name 

 (B) to hint 

 (C) to be frank 

 (D) to circumvent 

11. If you want to be happy, cut your coat 

according to your cloth.  

 (A) be honest in your dealings 

 (B)  work according to your capacity 

 (C)  live within your means  

 (D)  don't be too ambitious 

12. She broke down in the middle of her speech. 

 (A) could not proceed 
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 (B) fell down 

 (C) became angry 

 (D) cried 

13. He lays out fifty percent of his income on 

bonds and shares. 

 (A)  allots  (B)  distributes  

 (C)  donates  (D)  spends 

14. I will do the work if I am allowed a free hand 

in the choice of materials. 

 (A) complete liberty 

 (B) an expense account 

 (C) to employ men to work 

 (D) unlimited funds 

15. He is as hard as nail, never moved by 

anything. 

 (A) tough  

 (B) emotionless 

 (C) physically strong 

 (D) hard working 

16. I could have continued my higher studies if I 

wanted but, that's water under the bridge. 

 (A) something I cannot change 

 (B) the time I met with an accident near the 

bridge  

 (C) something my family did not want 

 (D) the time I went on a cruise 

17. My parents want me to study science, but I 

will stick to my guns and graduate in 

Economics. 

 (A) prefer to disobey them 

 (B) hold on to my decision  

 (C) refuse to listen to them 

 (D) show them that they are wrong 

18. The manager dismissed the proposal out of 

hand and said that it was not at all practical. 

 (A) completely (B) directly  

 (C) simply  (D) quickly 

19. The people of this village are the salt of the 

earth. 

 (A) rich (B) educated  

 (C) quarrelsome  (D) kind 

20. He accused her of talking through her hat 

and refused to accept a word of what she 

said. 

 (A) talking straight  

 (B) talking nonsense  

 (C) talking tough   

 (D) talking sense 

21. Gopi works by fits and starts. 

 (A) consistently (B) irregularly 

 (C) joyfully (D)  enthusiastically 

22. The show went off well. 

 (A) was hastily concluded 

 (B) was considered a success 

 (C)  was received critically 

 (D)  was appreciated by some 

23. Finally the people who supported the 

committee carried the day. 

 (A) missed the opportunity 

 (B) worked round the clock 

 (C) were losers 

 (D) were victorious 
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24. I cannot put up with your erratic behaviour 

any longer. 

 (A) abide by (B) tolerate 

 (C) pardon (D) appreciate 

25. He made a clean breast of his misdeeds in 

order to regain his former influence. 

 (A) confessed (B) repeated 

 (C) regretted (D) changed 


