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The Jammu and Kashmir po-
lice on Tuesday zeroed in on
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Abu Ismail,
who took over from Abu Du-
jana as the Valley’s operation
commander, as the master-
mind of Monday night’s at-
tack on Amarnath pilgrims
which left seven dead and 19
injured. Meanwhile, the pil-
grimage continued despite
the attack.

“This is the handiwork of
Lashkar militants,” said In-
spector General of Police
(IGP), Kashmir range, Mun-
eer Khan. Sources said, Is-
mail, a foreigner in his twen-
ties, had been on the
security radar after the
Anantnag police issued a
threat alert regarding the
yatra in June. However, se-
curity agencies are also look-
ing at the role of Hizbul Mu-
jahideen and the split faction
headed by Zakir Mussa.

The preliminary assess-
ment suggests that multiple
groups may have been in-
volved in the attack as milit-
ants opened fire at three
places, including on security
forces. The pilgrims’ bus
came under fire twice within
2 km between 8.20 p.m. and
8.40 p.m. 

Officials in the security es-

tablishment in New Delhi
were not convinced that the
attack was the handiwork of
the LeT. “LeT terrorists are
mostly fidayeen (suicide
squads). They do not run
away and try to inflict as
much damage as possible.
While it is too early to say
which terrorist group did it,
it could also be local milit-
ants,” said a senior Home
Ministry official.

Handiwork of LeT, says Kashmir IG
Multiple groups may have been involved, suspect security agencies; Amarnath yatra continues 

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Expressing concern: Jammu and Kashmir Governor N.N. Vohra with the injured pilgrims in
Srinagar on Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed the Centre’s
May 26 notification, ban-
ning cattle sale in livestock
markets for slaughter and
religious sacrifices. 

The order came after the
government acquiesced that
public outcry and objec-
tions from the States about
the law's impact on liveli-
hoods made it realise that
the rules need “tweaking”.

Representations 
Appearing before a Bench of
Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar and Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, Additional

Solicitor-General P.
Narasimha chose his words
carefully while saying the
government had received a
“large number of represent-
ations” that “certain as-
pects” of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Regula-
tion of Livestock Markets)
Rules, 2017 and the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals
(Maintenance of Case Prop-
erty Animals) Act, 2017 were
“troubling” and threw up
some “sensitive” questions
about the Central rules.

“We realised that certain
aspects need tweaking,” Mr.
Narasimha submitted. 

Some aspects need tweaking: Centre

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

SC stays cattle sale
rules across nation 

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 

Playing down differences
with China and the military
stand-off between Indian
and Chinese troops at Dok-
lam, Foreign Secretary S.
Jaishankar said the situ-
ation there had occurred
before and could be
“handled.”

“It is not the first time
that it has happened,” he
said, responding to ques-
tions about the situation in
the tri-junction area, after
delivering a lecture at the
Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy in Singapore.
“How do you handle it is a
test of our maturity. I see
no reason, having handled
so many situations in the
past, that we will not
handle this,” he added. 

Border crisis
not a �rst:
Jaishankar
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

MENON FOR NEW STRATEGIC

DIALOGUE A PAGE 9

FACTOR OF STABILITY A PAGE 10

Eighteen Opposition parties
pre-empted the Union gov-
ernment and announced
that the 72-year-old former
West Bengal Governor Gopal
Krishna Gandhi would be
their joint candidate for the
coming vice-presidential
poll. 

The Janata Dal (United),
which broke ranks with the
rest of the Opposition on the
selection of a joint candidate
for the post of President, at-
tended Tuesday’s meeting
and endorsed Mr. Gandhi's
name. 

Congress president Sonia

Gandhi, who chaired the
meeting, asked the second
largest Opposition party, the
34 MP-strong Trinamool
Congress, to propose a
name. So the Trinamool’s

Derek O’ Brien suggested Mr.
Gandhi’s name, which was
thereafter unanimously
accepted.

Interestingly, Mr. Gandhi’s
name was the only one that

was discussed at the 90-
minute-long meeting, at
which the Opposition lead-
ers discussed a range of
political issues, the targeting
of Opposition leaders by
Central agencies and a re-
solve to face the BJP unitedly
in Parliament. It took just 15
minutes to settle the matter
of the vice-presidential nom-
inee. 

After that, the Congress’s
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the CPI
(M)’s Sitaram Yechury and
Mr. O’ Brien, rang up to in-
form Mr. Gandhi, who had
already been sounded on the
proposal. 

Oppn picks Gopal Gandhi for Vice-President
Janata Dal (U) endorses former West Bengal Governor’s candidature 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

In one voice: Sonia Gandhi, Manmohan Singh and other leaders
announce the candidate for Vice-President. * SANDEEP SAXENA

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 

Cutting across party lines
and regional divides,
widespread condemnation
and protests poured out in
J&K on Tuesday against the
attack on Amarnath
pilgrims. “It’s an attack on
the soul and spirit of
Kashmir. Islam teaches us to
protect and safeguard the
lives of our guests. The
attack is an assault on our
religion and our identity as
Kashmiris,” said National
Conference president and
Member of Parliament Dr.
Farooq Abdullah.

Socio-religious group
Jamaat-e-Islami termed the
attack a “cowardly act.”
“This beastly incident needs
an impartial probe by some
international agency to
bring forth the truth. Some
unknown elements have
vicious designs to defame
Kashmiri Muslims,” said a
Jamaat spokesman. 

J&K protests
terror attack
special correspondent

Srinagar

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 

TOUGH TIMES A EDITORIAL

YATRA WAS A TARGET, BUS JUST

FELL INTO THE TRAP A PAGE 11

International condemnation
poured in on Tuesday of
Monday’s terror strike that
killed seven Amarnath
yatris. South Asian
neighbours Nepal and
Bangladesh joined France,
Germany and Iran in
condemning the attack.
A PAGE 11 

Condemnation
pours in 

Salim Sheikh, driver of the
bus that was attacked by
terrorists who killed seven
pilgrims and injured 19
others in Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday night,
drove the vehicle amid
raining bullets. His
courageous act saved the
lives of 50 people. A PAGE 11 

Driver saved
50 lives 

The ruling Janata Dal
(United) on Tuesday said
those charged with corrup-
tion, should face the public
with all the facts. The much-
awaited party meeting dis-
cussed charges of corruption
levelled against Deputy Chief
Minister and RJD leader Te-
jaswi Yadav. 

Following the meeting,

the JD(U) said the “ball is in
the RJD’s court,” though
RJD’s leaders reiterated that
Mr. Tejaswi Yadav would not
resign. 

“Jis par aarop laga
hai…tathvon ke saath janata
ke samne vivran pesh karein-
…aur hum logon ko puri um-
meed hai ki aisa hoga (those
facing corruption charges
should face the public with
all facts in detail and we’re

At the meeting, 29 JD(U)
leaders expressed their
views while Mr. Nitish Kumar
spoke for over an hour, said
party sources. On the
charges against Mr. Tejaswi
Yadav, Mr. Kumar, according
to party insiders, said the
“RJD has to take a call as
charges have not made
against him [Mr Kumar] or
his party leaders.” 

hopeful that it will happen),”
JD(U) spokesperson Neeraj
Kumar said after the mara-
thon three-hour meeting at
CM Nitish Kumar’s residence
at 1, Anne Marg. 

He further said: “We
know how to respect coali-
tion dharma and we will fol-
low it till our last breath…but
we do hope the facts pertain-
ing to the charges will be
placed before the public.” 

Come clean on corruption charges: JD(U)
Nitish’s party hopes alliance partner will place facts before the public 

Amarnath Tewary

PATNA

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Nagaland CM told to
hold trust vote
KOHIMA

Amid the leadership crisis in

the ruling Nagaland People’s

Front (NPF), Governor P.B.

Acharya on Tuesday directed

Chief Minister Shurhozelie

Liezietsu to seek a vote of

con�dence in the Assembly

on or before July 15. 

Ravi Shastri to be India’s
head coach 
NEW DELHI

Ravi Shastri will be the next

head coach of the Indian

cricket team. The decision

was announced late on

Tuesday after the Cricket

Advisory Committee zeroed

in on his name ahead of other

strong contenders, including

Virender Sehwag and Tom

Moody.

SPORTS A PAGE 15
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S. Jaishankar
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T
echnology is going to
transform not only busi-
nesses, but also the indi-

vidual’s working environ-
ment, in ways that have not
been envisioned before. No
matter how much informa-
tion we have to be able pre-
dict it, the future will have a
bit of haziness to it. However,
through this haziness, five
features of the future office
are already clearly visible. 

Smaller work desks 
As a result of rapid technolo-
gical changes, the work-desk
has shrunk from 8’x8’ to an
average size of 5’x2’. With
this, the per-person density
has now dropped to 100 sq.ft
from 200 sq.ft in the 1990s.
In the next few years, this
density is expected to drop
down further to 60 sq.ft per
person, as the need to
provide every employee with
a dedicated desk will get re-
placed by activity-based set-
tings. The major enablers of
this change are: reduction in
the number and size of
devices, millennial’s focus on
open informal work settings
and the need on the part of
businesses to reduce their
real estate spends.

Shared economy spaces 
With telecommuting, remote
working and freelancing on
the rise, dedicated office re-
sources will remain idle for a
major part of their lifetime as
employees get work done
outside the office at conveni-
ent locations such as cafés,
lobbies, airport terminals and
home. Industry leaders and
planners across the globe
have realised that reducing
travel time and ensuring

work-life balance are at the
centre of talent retention and
increased productivity. As a
result, organisations will de-
velop workspace solutions
that integrate offices with
shared economy spaces in-
cluding co-working spaces,
hotel business centres, and
work from home/near home
option. The gains from such a
move are two-fold: Besides
reducing the real estate port-
folio footprint by 50%, this
will contribute to greater em-
ployee satisfaction.

More transport options
Transportation options will
revolutionise travel. The
plethora of options will in-
clude driverless cars, drones
and even rockets, besides an
increasing range of regular
transport options, which in-
clude trains, taxis and per-
sonalised transport. All these
options will coexist and allow
consumers to pick the mode
based on distance, thrill and
cost. Vertical, horizontal and
lateral means of transport
will cross-connect into cities,

buildings and workspaces.
This revolution in the trans-
portation sector will be built
on the foundations of an ex-
tremely efficient and eco-
friendly methods to get users
from Point A to B. The
designs will be in harmony
with individual requirements
and the natural environment
to promote sustainable living.

Well-being solutions 
Buildings and Workspaces
will be designed keeping the
individual at the heart of all

solutions. Workspaces will
have multiple options that en-
courage individuals to sit,
stand and be mobile during
the work day. 

This will be achieved by
providing walkable work
desks (treadmill worksta-
tions), pedal collaborative
solutions (pedal tables) and
posture and massage seats.
Furniture will be designed as
devices that promote health
and well-being. Big data and
analytics will ensure mass
customisation as well as indi-

vidual-driven well-being
solutions.

Flexible spaces 
The final frontier for the
transformation is allowing
fixed assets to be transformed
instantly based on user
needs. Currently, all assets
that provide work, life and
play solutions are idle 25% to
50% of the time. Current es-
timates show that cities are
responsible for 60% to 80% of
total energy use worldwide.
While individuals work, their

homes remain empty; when
the same individuals retire to
their homes, their workspace
remains idle. It will not be
long before we witness spaces
that could act as workspace
during the day, change to en-
tertainment zones by evening
and sleep zones by night en-
suring 100% utilisation of the
asset with zero dormant peri-
ods during the 24-hour cycle.

Due to these features, the
demand for office spaces will
be centred around flexible
leasing terms. There will be

ready solutions for entrepren-
eurs and start-ups who have
budget constraints and can
avail offices for trial periods –
on a monthly, daily or even
hourly basis. Co-working
spaces are not only limited to
start-ups, bigger companies
are also opting to operate
within shared working
spaces. Co-working spaces is
set to be a differentiator in at-
tracting millennials.

(Amit Ramani is CEO &
Founder at Awfis Space
Solutions.)

Five features of future workspaces 
Technology seems set to rede�ne the idioms of work and life 

Amit Ramani 

In the future, people will commute to work by driverless cars and treadmill workstations will be common. Photos: AFP and AP (USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

I
n the economic environ-
ment prevailing today,
leaders need to manage

large numbers of internal
and external relationships,
maintain visibility within a
network of people and
foster creativity and innova-
tion. To be able to meet the
newer demands of their job,
leaders cannot stick to the
old top-down style of man-
agement. 

According to Steelcase re-
searchers, an alarming
number of leaders lack a
meaningful connection not
only with their employees,

but also with their executive
peer group. Without these
interactions, leaders cannot
develop broad organisa-
tional intelligence. A major
reason for the loss of con-
nection is the ‘Private Office
Barrier’, these researchers
say. Fifty-eight percent of
leaders work in private of-
fices compared to 23 per-
cent of the employees.
While this disparity is prob-
ably not surprising to most,
it could change with the
entry of newer generations
into the workforce.

Space is the body lan-
guage of an organisation; it
is a way to communicate

and provoke desired re-
sponses. Many leaders don’t
recognise the power of the
space around them to com-
municate their organisa-
tion's desired culture.

The impact of office lay-
out on corporate culture is
immense.

While designing spaces
for today’s employee, the
best results are always hu-
man-centred; a workplace
crafted to engage, comfort
and support busy workers.
Employees need to feel the
essence of working from
home.

Geographical barrier
The greater challenge for

leaders in the future would
be establishing a connection
with teams distributed
across the globe. Fifty-six
percent of the senior lead-
ers in Fortune 500 and large
global companies expect
virtual teaming to increase
in the next one to three
years. 

Engaging globally distrib-
uted teams adds to the de-
mand on an executive’s
time. Leaders should de-
velop digital intelligence to
be able to connect effect-
ively with these teams.

(Praveen Rawal is Man-
aging Director at Steelcase
India and Southeast Asia.) 

A loss of connection with employees
Praveen Rawal 
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DELHI Timings

Wednesday, July 12

RISE 05:32 SET 19:22

RISE 21:35 SET 08:11

Thursday, July 13

RISE 05:33 SET 19:22

RISE 22:13 SET 09:06

Friday, July 14

RISE 05:33 SET 19:21

RISE 22:51 SET 10:03

The Opposition’s presidential can-
didate, Meira Kumar, on Tuesday
said the upcoming election for the
highest Constitutional office would
witness a fight between two differ-
ent ideologies rather than individu-
als as the nation was being governed
by the people who “lacked toler-
ance” and had no faith in liberal
values.

Ms. Kumar, who was here on a
day’s visit to seek the support of le-
gislators, said at a press conference
at the Pradesh Congress headquar-
ters that a country with a multi-cul-
tural and multi-religious heritage
could not be ruled with an ideology
which excluded large sections of the
population and damaged the unity
of its diverse people.

Calling upon members of the
electoral college to cast their votes
on the basis of “voice of con-
science,” Ms. Kumar said she be-
lieved that the numbers could swing
in her favour. “Seventeen Opposi-
tion parties have unanimously de-
cided to fight the presidential elec-
tion on an ideological basis. I have
been kept at the centre of this initi-
ative,” she remarked.

The former Lok Sabha Speaker
pointed out that the “vote of con-
science” had worked in favour of
V.V. Giri in 1969 when the Congress

legislators voted for him even
though he contested as an inde-
pendent candidate.

“Numbers swing from here to
there...I know how to raise the voice
of the inner conscience. I am confid-
ent about it,” she said.

Lalu’s case

Asked about her strategy for seeking
Lalu Prasad’s support after the re-
cent allegations of corruption and
the CBI raids, Ms. Kumar said the
Rashtriya Janata Dal was a major
stakeholder in the combined Oppos-
ition which had fielded her and she
would not make the presidential
election person-centric.

“I will also not make any adverse
remarks about my esteemed oppon-

ent. I don’t want to see the dignity
and sanctity of the country’s highest
position affected by any comments,”
said Ms. Kumar.

However, she said the ideology
which she was challenging believed
in crushing the voices of the poor
and downtrodden people.

Ms. Kumar said she was worried
about a “Dalit twist” being given to
the presidential election, even as In-
dia was ready to march ahead as a
progressive nation in the second
decade of the 21st century. “The
caste system deserves to be com-
pletely destroyed. Let us bury it
deep,” she said.

Ms. Kumar met the Congress
MLAs and addressed a meeting at
the Pradesh Congress headquarters. 

‘Nation being governed by
people who lack tolerance’
Cast votes on the basis of voice of conscience:, says Meira Kumar

Making a point: Opposition’s presidential candidate Meira Kumar addressing
the media in Jaipur on Tuesday * ROHIT JAIN PARAS

Special Correspondent

Jaipur

In a major decision aimed at bringing
greater transparency to its sports bod-
ies, the State Information Commission
of Haryana has declared eight sports
associations as 'public authority' under
the RTI Act, 2005.

These are Haryana Wrestling Associ-
ation at Rohtak, Haryana Chess Associ-
ation at Gurugram, Haryana Archery
Association at Sirsa, Haryana State
Athletics Association at Panipat, Hary-
ana Volleyball Association at Guru-
gram, Haryana Table Tennis Associ-
ation in New Delhi, Haryana
Weightlifting Association at Hisar and
Haryana Boxing Association at
Gurugram.

The order was passed by a Bench of
State Information Commission while
disposing of petitions moved by Guru-
gram-based RTI activist Harinder Dhin-
gra. The Bench noted: “Participants
are getting certificates and recognition
from the associations that are helpful
in getting government jobs. Such func-
tions call for transparency and fair-
ness, as such the associations fall un-
der the ambit of Section 2(h) (d)(i) of
the RTI Act, 2005".

8 sports bodies
come under
RTI in Haryana
VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

The Himachal Pradesh government
on Tuesday announced a reward of
₹1 lakh for information on the men
behind the rape-cum-murder of a
schoolgirl in Kotkhai, Shimla dis-
trict, last week.

Four days ago, senior BJP leader
Shanta Kumar had also announced
a reward of ₹1 lakh from his side. 

The victim, a resident of Theog,

went missing on July 4 while re-
turning home from school. Her
body was recovered from a forest
two days later. Post-mortem exam-
ination revealed that she had been
gangraped and strangled to death.
Her limbs were also broken. 

Political parties, students and
women’s organisations in the State
have been demanding the immedi-
ate arrest of the culprits even as the
police remain clueless in the case. 

On Tuesday, members of the
Students’ Federation of India and
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Par-
ishad as well that of the media and
various religious groups submitted
memorandums to the Governor
and the State DGP in Shimla and
other districts to seek justice for
the girl. Candlelight marches were
also organised to express concern
over the deteriorating law and or-
der situation in the State. 

Protests organised in many Himachal districts to seek justice for victim

Staff Reporter

Shimla

₹1 lakh reward for information in murder case

Seven persons were killed in
a collision between a truck
and a car on Monday
morning.

The accident took place
on the busy Lucknow-Alla-

habad road at Mundipur vil-
lage, the police said.

The dead included four
women, two men and a
child, said A.K. Upadhyay,
In-charge of the Manikpur
police station. The truck
driver is absconding.

Seven killed in accident 
Press trust of India 

Pratapgarh 

A 14-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped by her neigh-
bour here, the police said
on Tuesday

Minor raped 
Press trust of india

Jaipur
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KCR to launch massive
plantation drive today 
KARIMNAGAR

Telangana Chief Minister K.

Chandrashekhar Rao will

formally launch the third

phase of the Telanganaku

Haritha haram programme by

participating in the

plantation of saplings in

Karimnagar town on

Wednesday. Mr. Rao will

participate in the massive

plantation drive along with

10,000 students. 

IN BRIEF

A.P. couple killed
in U.S. plane crash
VIJAYAWADA

U.S.-based psychiatrist

Kalapatapu Umamaheswara

Rao, 63, and his wife

Sithageetha, 61, were killed

on July 8 when their private

aircraft crashed into a pond

near Waterford, Washington

County, near Beverly. Dr.

Umamaheswara Rao was a

native of Machilipatnam, A.P.,

while Sithageetha hailed from

Guntur. 

The 1892 and 1924 pacts
between the erstwhile
Mysore and Madras govern-
ments reflect an “inequality
of bargaining power” and a
lack of “conscience” which
have no validity after the
birth of the Indian Constitu-
tion, Karnataka argued in
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.

The submission was made
before a three-judge Bench
of Justices Dipak Misra,
Amitava Roy and A.M. Khan-
wilkar during the day-long
hearing on the appeals filed
by Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala against the final
award on the Cauvery Water
Dispute Tribunal's decision
on water-sharing.

Karnataka counsel and
senior advocate Fali Nar-
iman submitted that the 1892
agreement, the “parent” of
the 1924 pact, dictated that
Mysore could not develop
any irrigational infrastruc-
ture on the river without the

consent of the Madras
government.

Tamil Nadu had earlier
countered before the
tribunal that the 1892 agree-
ment was preceded by a
good deal of mutual consid-
eration of the interests of
both the Madras presidency
and the Mysore State.

The marathon hearings
were fixed after the Supreme
Court had earlier refused the

Centre's stand that the apex
court lacked jurisdiction to
hear the Cauvery river dis-
pute. It had upheld the con-
stitutional power of the
court to hear the appeals
filed by the three States
against the tribunal award.

The Centre had argued
that the parliamentary law
of Inter-State Water Disputes
Act of 1956, coupled with
Article 262 (2) of the Consti-

tution, excluded the Su-
preme Court from hearing
or deciding any appeals
against the Cauvery
Tribunal's decision. The
Bench, however, had held
that the remedy under Art-
icle 136 was a constitutional
right. The Supreme Court
will continue to hear the ap-
peals on Wednesday.

Tight security in Mandya
Security was tightened
across Mandya on Tuesday.
More than 2,000 police per-
sonnel from Mandya as well
as adjoining districts parti-
cipated in route marches in
sensitive areas across the
district.

“It was a precautionary
measure in view of the Su-
preme Court hearing. We
conducted route marches in
sensitive areas of the dis-
trict, where rioting had
broken out previously,” said
Superintendent of Police,
Mandya, Radhika G.

(With inputs from
Mandya)

‘Mysore-Madras pacts unequal’
They are no longer valid, says Karnataka during hearing on Cauvery in SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

Taking no chances: Police conducting a route march in Mandya
in view of the SC hearing on Cauvery. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Actor Dileep was expelled
from various trade bodies
in the Malayalam film in-
dustry hours after he was
remanded in judicial cus-
tody for two weeks on Tues-
day in connection with the
conspiracy behind the ab-
duction and sexual assault
on a woman actor. 

An emergency executive
meeting of the Association
of Malayalam Movie Artistes
(AMMA), held at the resid-
ence of actor Mammootty,
expelled the actor from the
primary membership of the
organisation. Dileep was
treasurer of AMMA.

Support for victim
Mr. Mammootty said the or-
ganisation would continue
to support the victim. 

It was unfortunate that
criminal elements were
part of the Malayalam film
industry, he said. 

The organisation praised
the government and the
Kerala police for carrying
out a proper investigation
in the case. 

The meeting, which
began around 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, was held under
tight police security follow-
ing reports that activists of
youth organisations would
stage a march to Mr. Mam-
mootty's residence as a
mark of protest. 

The association received
brickbats after its recent
general body meeting in Ko-
chi decided to protect both
Mr. Dileep and the woman
actor. 

Mr. Dileep was also ex-
pelled from the Kerala Film
Producers Association, the
Film Employees Federation
of Kerala and the Film Dis-
tributors Association. 

The police have included
Dileep aka P. Gopalakrish-
nan, as the 11th accused in
the case.

Included as 11th accused in sexual assault case of fellow actor

Special Correspondent

KOCHI

In one voice: Actors Mammootty, Mohanlal, Prithviraj and
Remya after a meeting in Kochi on Tuesday. * H. VIBHU

Mollywood acts tough, expels
Dileep from associations

The Karnataka home for
special children on Hosur
Road witnessed moving
scenes on Tuesday as three
boys were reunited with
their loved ones. 

The boys were rescued
from the city roads between
February and May this year.
It was only during a Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) enrolment
camp, when the boys were
rejected by the system citing
duplication, that the author-
ities realised they already
had Aadhaar numbers. With
their Aadhaar numbers,
their families were traced.

Staff at the home could
not hold back their emotions

when Neelakanta Balaji,
who hadn’t spoken a word
since he was brought to the
home in February, called out
“Aaa” when he saw his
mother Mallikamma. 

Omprakash from
Jharkhand arrived in
Bengaluru in 2016 with his
family to attend a relative’s

wedding. He, too, was res-
cued by an NGO, Bosco,
from the railway station.

Ramesh, father of the
third boy, Monu alias Naren-
dra, had lost all hopes of see-
ing his son again. The boy is
said to have left his home in
Indore and come to
Bengaluru. 

Boys rescued in Bengaluru
reunited with their families 
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Touching scene: Rescued boys with their parents at the
Karnataka home for special children. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The much-delayed, contro-
versial project to provide a
railway line — connecting
Hubballi in the plains and
Ankola on the coast — that
cuts through the dense
forests of the Western Ghats
has taken its first step to-
wards fruition. 

The environmental cost,
however, remains high:
more than 1.73 lakh trees in
1,472 acres of forests will
make way for the railway
project, apart from frag-
mentation of two tiger re-
serves. 

On Monday, the Regional
Empowered Committee

(REC) of the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change recommended
the Stage-1 clearance for the
long-pending project, albeit
with conditions. 

This marks a big step for
the project — which was an-
nounced in 1997 — that has
seen environmental opposi-
tion and even court
scrutiny.

Among the conditions
mentioned, the REC has
asked the Railways to pro-
pose an increased number
of tunnels. 

According to the proposal
submitted, there will be 34
tunnels and nine stations on
the 168.3-km route. 

Rly. project clears �rst
environmental hurdle

Hubballi–Ankola line cuts through forests

Mohit M. Rao

Bengaluru

The conspiracy by actor
Dileep and Sunil Kumar
aka ‘Pulsar’ Suni to sexu-
ally abuse the woman
actor and record it on
video was hatched in 2013
at a hotel room in Kochi,
according to the Special
Investigation Team.

In a remand report filed
before the judicial first
class magistrate court on
Tuesday, the police said
the duo gave shape to the
plot to assault the actor
between 2013 and 2016
and Kumar was promised
a reward of ₹1.5 crore to
commit the crime.

According to the police,
the conspiracy began at a
prominent hotel in Kochi
when the accused stayed
there between March 26
and April 7, 2013. To back
the argument, they fur-
nished the bills paid by
the accused, in addition to
statements by the hotel
staff. 

The actor had been
staying at the hotel in con-
nection with the rehearsal
for a mega show to be

staged by the Association
of Malayalam Movie Ar-
tistes at venues abroad. 

Advance of ₹10,000
To carry out the ‘quota-
tion’, the actor handed
over an advance of
₹10,000 to Kumar while
inside his BMW car,
parked at a hotel in Thris-
sur last year. Besides the
hotel, the accused had dis-
cussed the conspiracy at
three locations. 

According to the police,
the actor nursed a grudge
towards the victim for her
involvement in the break-
up of his marriage with
actor Manju Warrier. 

Plot to assault actor
hatched in 2013: SIT
Sunil was promised reward of ₹1.5 cr.
Staff Reporter

KOCHI

Actor Dileep being
produced before a court on
Tuesday. * PTI
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Riparian principle 
non-negotiable: Badal 
CHANDIGARH

Former Punjab Chief Minister

Parkash Singh Badal on

Tuesday said the riparian

principle was “totally non-

negotiable” as the basis of

river water distribution

among States and any

solution outside its purview

would never be acceptable to

Punjabis. PTI 

IN BRIEF

RLD protest throws
traffic out of gear 
LUCKNOW

Alleging that the Yogi

Adityanath government in

Uttar Pradesh was ‘anti-

farmer’, the Rashtriya Lok Dal

(RLD) staged a protest

outside its office here on

Tuesday, throwing traffic out

of gear. Various issues of

farmers, including loan

waiver, were raised at the

protest, which was led by RLD

leader Jayant Chowdhury. PTI 

Punjab govt teachers can
seek leave online soon
CHANDIGARH

Government teachers in

Punjab will soon be able to

file online applications to

seek approval for leave.

Punjab Education Minister

Aruna Chaudhary said a portal

is being developed by the

education department for the

purpose. The Minister said the

department has set a target

of three months to develop

the portal and make it

operational. PTI 

70,000 Amethi farmers
to benefit from waiver 
AMETHI

About 70,000 farmers of

Amethi district will benefit

from the loan waiver

announced by the State

government in the budget on

Tuesday, District Magistrate

Yogesh Kumar said. The State

government will pay an

amount of ₹254.17 crore

which will benefit as many as

69,729 farmers in the district,

he said. PTI 

Farmers from 20 villages of
the Narmada valley have
gone on a fast in protest
against the administration’s
instructions to vacate vil-
lages that are in the submer-
gence zone of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam. 

After getting permission
from the Narmada Control
Authority to close the
floodgates of the Sardar
Sarovar dam, the Gujarat
government has closed all 30
gates of the dam, causing the
water level to rise to 133
metres from 122 metres. 

This is expected to gener-
ate hydel power, water fields
and take drinking water to
parts of Gujarat. But the
raised level also brings many
villages in the submergence
zone, necessitating their
abandonment.

“There is at present a re-
lay hunger strike. About 200
people across 20 villages are
fasting each day to make the

point that they do not want
to abandon their villages,”
said Rahul Yadav of the Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan.
“They want rehabilitation at
a place that has facilities like
their villages, and not land

that does not have basic
facilities.”

“The Supreme Court had
said that the villages con-
cerned should be vacated by
the end of the month. Re-
habilitation has been offered

to them and officials have
visited the sites and ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
facilities offered,” Barwani
PRO Swadesh Silawat told
The Hindu over phone.

The villages that are wit-

ness fasts include Bagud, Pic-
chodi, Avalda, Chikhalda,
Kadmal, Kharparkheda, Ba-
jararkheda, Nisarpur,
Kothada, Karodia, Bodh-
wada, Gopalpura, Gangali,
Kavathi, Ekalbara, Semalda,
and Parkhed.

“The government is ask-
ing us to leave our villages
but it has not provided
proper rehabilitation yet. We
will vacate our villages only
when the government
provides proper rehabilita-
tion with basic facilities,” Mr.
Yadav said.

As The Hindu had repor-
ted a few days back from
Barda in Barwani, villagers
complained that they had
been allotted land 7 km away
from their villages, which
was not easily accessible
from their fields that were
outside the submergence
zone. Also, about 70 families
had not been surveyed, villa-
gers claimed, meaning that
they had not got any altern-
ative land.

Twenty villages face submergence 
Fasting farmers in Narmada valley say will vacate villages only when proper rehabilitation is provided

Fight for survival: These houses at Chota Barda village in Madhya Pradesh will be submerged
once the water level of the Narmada rises. * R. V. MOORTHY

Vikas Pathak 

Barwani (Madhya Pradesh)

A court here has convicted a
lawyer who had misbehaved
with a poor Dalit woman cli-
ent and failed to return her
money.

The District Sessions
Court of Kandhamal in Phul-
bani convicted Niraj Kumar
Swain on Monday and pun-
ished him with imprison-
ment of two years and one
month. 

A fine of ₹5,000 was also
imposed on him. In case of
non-payment of fine, he
would have to undergo an-
other one month of
imprisonment.

According to the Special
Public Prosecutor of Kand-
hamal, Soumendra Kumar

Sahu, the lawyer was con-
victed under Sections 406
and 206 of the IPC as well as
Section 3(1)x of the Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocit-
ies) Act. 

Law knowing person 
“The court took the case ser-
iously as a law knowing per-
son had committed the
crime which could demean
the image of the legal profes-
sion,” said the SPP.

Swain is already in jail in a
cheating case. The police
had arrested him recently
after some unemployed
youths alleged that he had
conned and collected
money from them in the
name of providing

employment.
The case in which Swain

has been convicted relates
to an incident that occurred
on the premises of the Kand-
hamal District Court in Phul-
bani on September 27, 2013.
On that day, a poor Dalit wo-
man had approached him
for an affidavit. 

As per the directive of the
Kandhamal Bar Association,
the lawyer was to charge
₹150 for the affidavit.

Lewd language
She had paid a ₹500 note to
the lawyer. But Swain did
not return ₹350 to her.
When she demanded that he
pay back the money after a
few hours, Swain had ab-
used her in lewd language.

Gets twenty-�ve month jail term and a �ne of ₹5,000 

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

Lawyer convicted for misbehaving
with Dalit woman client in Odisha

A division Bench of the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court
presided over by Chief
Justice Hemant Gupta re-
fused to stay the Election
Commission order of June
23, in which the poll panel
disqualified Madhya Pra-
desh Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs & Public Re-
lations Narottam Mishra.

Presidential polls
The decision came after Mr.
Mishra’s counsel sought a
stay on the EC’s order, dis-
qualifying him for three
years for filing wrong ac-
counts on election expendit-
ure during the 2008 As-
sembly election with prayer
to cast his vote for the July 17

Presidential polls.
The judge adjourned the

hearing of both the petitions
filed by Mr. Mishra’s counsel
for two weeks.

The judge deferred the
hearing for two weeks, fol-
lowing a plea moved by
complainant Rajendra
Bharti’s lawyer Vivek
Tankha, requesting adjourn-
ment and seeking transfer
of both petitions to the Su-
preme Court. “My client had
petitioned the Supreme
Court on July 8 with prayer
that the two petitions with
the High Court be heard by
the Apex Court as he does
not trust the system in the
State,” said former Addi-
tional Solicitor General
Vivek Tankha, while speak-
ing to reporters in Jabalpur. 

High Court refuses to stay 
Minister’s disquali�cation 

Plea to transfer two petitions to SC

Special Correspondent 

Bhopal

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at
isolated places over east Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, west Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Gangetic West
Bengal, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Konkan & Goa

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala.............37.4.... 29.5.... 25.5 Kozhikode ...........30.2.... 31.2.... 23.8

Ahmedabad..........2.8.... 31.9.... 25.5 Kurnool ................... —.... 33.6.... 26.2

Aizawl ..................10.... 26.6.... 11.6 Lucknow..............30.4.... 30.5.... 24.7

Allahabad ........122.6.... 29.1.... 24.2 Madurai................... —.... 39.0.... 27.4

Bengaluru .............. —.... 29.5.... 20.8 Mangaluru.............1.6.... 28.0.... 22.6

Bhopal.................1.4.... 34.5.... 24.0 Mumbai.................3.4.... 32.2.... 26.0

Bhubaneswar .....43.5.... 32.6.... 23.7 Mysuru.................... —.... 29.2.... 20.1

Chandigarh ............ —.... 32.9.... 27.0 New Delhi ..............22.... 35.8.... 28.5

Chennai ................. —.... 35.3.... 28.4 Patna ..................41.7.... 29.0.... 25.2

Coimbatore............ —.... 32.0.... 23.4 Port Blair ...............44.... 28.3.... 24.1

Dehradun.............1.6.... 27.9.... 22.3 Puducherry.............. —.... 38.9.... 26.1

Gangtok.............12.2.... 19.0.... 17.5 Pune ....................... —.... 30.7.... 23.1

Goa ......................50.... 30.5.... 24.7 Raipur ...................0.7.... 28.2.... 24.0

Guwahati .............2.5.... 29.7.... 25.0 Ranchi...................4.3.... 26.6.... 22.0

Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 22.0 Shillong.................8.6.... 20.9.... 14.9

Hyderabad ...........0.5.... 30.1.... 24.4 Shimla......................7.... 20.0.... 17.4

Imphal...............26.6.... 26.8.... 21.5 Srinagar .................. —.... 28.8.... 19.7

Jaipur .................... —.... 36.8.... 27.0 Trivandrum .........15.1.... 29.4.... 24.2

Kochi....................29.... 31.0.... 24.0 Tiruchi .................... —.... 38.7.... 28.4

Kohima..............56.8.... 26.2.... 18.3 Vijayawada ............2.4.... 33.2.... 25.6

Kolkata............107.3.... 31.2.... 25.7 Visakhapatnam .......0.9.... 32.0.... 26.8

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality
index (AQI) score of 500
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Tirupati
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 45

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...59 ..56 ....... —......90 ......*

Chennai....................5 ...25 ..26 .... 181 .......— ......*

Delhi......................13 ...62 ..68 ...... 84....163 ......*

Hyderabad .............62 ...22 ..12 ...... 81....102 ......*

Kolkata ..................28 ...43 ..46 ....... —......79 ......*

Lucknow ................13 ...64 ..58 .... 122 .......— ......*

Mumbai .................10 ...18 ..55 ....... —......78 ......*

Pune ......................13 ...27 ..76 ...... 28......46 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....17 ...12 ..48 ...... 69......78 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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The Ganga may be the focus
of the government’s river-
cleaning efforts, but a group
of U.S. researchers is work-
ing on a system to map un-
dulating pollution trends in
the Godavari, India’s second
longest river. 

Using a mix of methods,
including satellite-monitor-
ing, traversing stretches of
the river to collect water
samples and using special
sensors to measure bacterial
and chemical pollution, the
researchers are trying to de-
velop a cost-effective fore-
cast system. 

The team’s long-term ob-
jective is to be able to inform
State officials and citizens of
a probable spike in, say,
levels of dangerous microbes
or effluents, similar to
weather and air pollu-
tion forecasts. That
apart, said Anup
Malani, Professor of
the University of
Chicago Law
School, it is to be
able to access
“raw data” that
could be used
to inform the ef-
ficacy of a pro-
posed faecal sludge treat-
ment plant and whether
behavioural interventions —
including incentives or pun-
ishments — to restrict activit-
ies that pollute the river
could actually work. 

“We’ve had debates with
town planners who told us

that all the pollution gets
washed away… Is that true?
We need to find out,” Mr.
Malani, who is also co-
founder of the International
Innovation Corps, told The
Hindu. 

“That would help us know
whether interventions are

needed only up-river or
along various stretches.”

Hotspot of pollution
The project started eight
months ago and has so far
identified two “hotspots” of
pollution, which Mr. Malani
declined to reveal, saying he

would first inform the
Andhra Pradesh government
about them. The sampling
exercise, being done along a
portion of the 1,400-km river
spanning Rajamahendrav-
aram (East Godavari district)
and Kovvur, Narsapur and
Palakol (all in West Godav-

ari), measures parameters
such as total dissolved solids,
nitrate, pH, temperature,
turbidity and electrical con-
ductivity. These are relayed
to a website called Thoreau,
a wireless sensing network
maintained at the University
of Chicago to map paramet-
ers, for analysis. Some river
attributes such as microbial
levels require to be meas-
ured in laboratories, though
the team hopes eventually to
be able to use low-cost
sensors that measure them,
too, in real time.

“Through cloud-based
data collection and real-time
mapping systems, the teams
intend to demonstrate the
importance and value of de-

tecting and anticipat-
ing pollutants
that enter the
river in the
form of human
waste, organic
materials, and
chemical con-
taminants,”
the University

of Chicago re-
search team said in

a statement. 
The exercise is part of

a Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation project to sup-
port the programme of the
Administrative Staff College
of India (ASCI) to provide
city-wide sanitation improve-
ments in urban Andhra Pra-
desh. Sensors to monitor
river pollution are an emer-
ging technological approach
in India.

Sensor network to map and predict
pollution, e�uents in Godavari 
Researchers are developing a cost-e�ective forecast system using cloud networking & remote sensors 

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI 
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Scindia unhurt as stage
collapses at his rally 
SHEOPUR

Senior Congress leader

Jyotiraditya Scindia on

Tuesday escaped unhurt

when the stage from which

he was to address a farmers’

rally collapsed. The incident

took place at around 3 pm in

Birpur area. The stage

collapsed due to

overcrowding when he was

yet to start his speech. PTI 

IN BRIEF

JU rally over communal
disturbances in Bengal 
KOLKATA

Several teaching, non-

teaching and student bodies

of Jadavpur University on

Tuesday took out a

procession, calling for foiling

any bid to create communal

disturbances in West Bengal.

Over 1,000 members of

different outfits went around

the university campus before

walking from Jadavpur police

station to Jodhpur Park. PTI

5 killed, 9 missing in
Arunachal landslip 
ITANAGAR

Five persons were killed and

nine went missing as a

massive landslip triggered by

incessant rain hit eight

dwellings in Arunachal

Pradesh’s Papum Pare district

on Tuesday, officials said. The

landslip around 3.30 pm

buried the houses at Laptap

village. Rescue operations

were going on in full swing,

said Jalash Pertin, Additional

Deputy Commissioner,

Sagalee. PTI

Monsoon rains are expected
to cover the whole country
in the next week and are
likely to strengthen over
central India, according to
IMD officials.

Monsoon rains, which
had petered out in most
parts of the country after
July 4, has now “changed,”
according to officials, and
are expected to pick up over
central India, a key region
that determines the fate of
the monsoon.

After a lull
Between June 1 and July 10,
India got 248 mm of rains, a
mere 1.1% short of the histor-
ical normal of 251 mm. Nor-

mally, the monsoon enters
into a ‘break,’ or a prolonged
lull of around a week in the
middle of July and some-
times August. If the breaks
were to last too long, it could
harbinger a drought. There
is yet no indication of a such
a break so far, DS Pai, Chief
Forecaster, India Meteorolo-
gical Department, told The
Hindu. 

Most regions in India have
got their normal quota of
rains (defined as a within a
20% margin of a 50-year av-
erage) except for Kerala,
south Karnataka, Vidarbha,
Gangetic West Bengal and
Jharkhand.

The risk of an El Nino, an
anomalous heating of the
central Pacific that’s associ-

ated with weak rains over In-
dia, is low this year. Some in-
ternational weather models
expect it to emerge around
winter but the IMD’s models
do not expect it to emerge
until late next year. 

According to the agency’s
forecast on Tuesday, mon-
soon rains are likely to ad-
vance into remaining parts
of Jammu division and Hi-
machal Pradesh, Haryana
and some parts of Punjab
during next 48 hours. The
bulk of the rains over the
next week is likely to be over
Central, East and the west
coast. In June, the IMD
raised its monsoon forecast
by 2 percentage points to
98% of the long-term aver-
age. 

Most regions in India have got normal quota of rains so far

Special correspondent

New Delhi

More to come: Students wade through a water-logged street after a heavy rain in Guntur on
Tuesday. * T. VIJAYA KUMAR

Monsoon to cover entire

country this week A gang-rape victim from
Meerut committed suicide
on Monday after the Uttar
Pradesh police allegedly took
no action on her complaint.
After the victim, who was a
resident of Kharkhauda in

Meerut, committed suicide,
the police tried to distance it-
self from the incident and
claimed that she had not
submitted any complaint to
them. 

According to the victim's
complaint, she was staying
in a slum in Kharkhauda and

she was allegedly raped by
three men with the help of
three women of the slum on
June 29. But the Kharkhauda
police did not file any FIR
when the victim went to the
police station with her com-
plaint. Her repeated visits to
senior police officers and

complaint. Action will be
taken against the concerned
police personnel, if they are
found to have not done their
job in this case. I am order-
ing a probe by the SSP,” In-
spector General of Police
(Meerut range) Rajkumar
Verma said.

their assurances that an in-
quiry would be carried out
did not bear any result. Ac-
cording to family members
of the victim, she was de-
pressed and tense because
no action was being taken
against the culprits. 

“This is a very serious

Staff Reporter

MEERUT

Rape victim ends life over ‘police inaction’

Even as it sweepingly dis-
missed pleas by private bars
and hotels to modify its na-
tionwide ban on liquor sales
within 500 metres along
State and National High-
ways, the Supreme Court
opened the door for the
States and Union Territories
to find their way out of the
ban by de-notifying high-
ways within their city limits
to major district roads.

The Chandigarh adminis-
tration’s pilot move in
March to denotify nearly a
dozen stretches of highways
running through its city lim-
its as “major district roads”
did not find any objection
from the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.

Instead, a Special Bench
of Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar and Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and L.
Nageswara Rao reasoned
that the December 15, 2016

judgment making 500
metres alongside National
and State Highways liquor-
free zones is only applicable
as long as a road remains a
highway, no more.

“So long as it remains a
highway, wherever it passes
through, it (liquor sale) is
banned. But now, in this
(Chandigarh’s case) these
cease to be highways any
more,” Chief Justice Khehar
observed.

The court’s refusal to in-
tervene in the Chandigarh
administration’s denotifica-
tion move is a positive signal
for bar and hotel owners
who were forced to shut
down operations post the
December 15 ban. To make
it worse, in March 2017, the
court, in a separate order,
had clarified that the ban
was not restricted to just li-
quor vends alongside the
highways but also to other
larger establishments, in-
cluding pubs and hotels.

SC shows States a way
out of liquor ban

Finds no fault with denoti�cation of NHs

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Rajasthan has become the
country's first State to lay
down the minimum educa-
tional qualifications for con-
testing elections to village
cooperative societies and
various other cooperative
bodies. 

Rules amended
The State Cooperative Soci-
eties Rules, 2003, were
amended for the purpose
and notification was issued
on Monday.

State Cooperative Minis-
ter Ajay Singh Kilak said
here on Tuesday that the
new rules would benefit

about 10,000 cooperative
and agricultural credit soci-
eties. 

“The benefit of education
will accrue to the societies
with their management go-
ing to expert hands,” he
said.

The educational qualifica-
tions will range from Class V
to Class VIII for election as
members of governing

boards of dairy societies,
farming societies, consumer
societies, weavers' societies,
housing construction societ-
ies, urban banks, primary
land development banks,
credit societies, salary
earners' societies and co-
operative unions.

New poll calender
Mr. Kilak said elections to
various posts in the societies
after a certain level would be
conducted through the State
Cooperative Election Au-
thority. 

A new poll calendar will
be issued to facilitate the
holding of elections under
the new rules.

Rajasthan has become the �rst State to lay down rules 

Mohammed Iqbal

JAIPUR

Minimum quali�cations
for coop. societies’ polls

<> New rules will

bene�t 10,000

cooperative and

agricultural credit

societies

Ajay Singh Kilak,

Cooperative Minister, Rajasthan 

Nearly 30% of about five
lakh Provident Fund pen-
sioners across Karnataka
have not received their pen-
sion for the past two
months, for not linking their
Aadhaar details with the PF
accounts. 

Though the pensioners
were informed over the last
six months that the linkage
was mandatory as part of
the national policy for dis-
bursement of pensions,
nearly 1.5 lakh pensioners
had not complied, sources
said. They said since making
Aadhaar mandatory was a
policy decision taken by the
Centre, similar cases could
be there in other States too. 

An official at the PF office
said the measure was to en-
sure that benefits reached
genuine beneficiaries.
“Earlier, a survivor certific-
ate was given at banks, and

in some cases, those certific-
ates were suspicious.
Hence, Aadhaar was made
mandatory. In fact, pension-
ers, after providing biomet-
rics at the PF office, need
not provide survivor certi-
ficates every year, which is
currently the norm. From
next year, they can go to
their banks and give their
thumb impression instead
of the survivor certificate.” 

1.5 lakh hit for not providing linkage

Sharath S. Srivatsa

Bengaluru

Nearly 1.5 lakh pensioners
have not linked Aadhaar
with their PF accounts.

Aadhaar jolt for PF
pensioners in Karnataka

A week before the sched-
uled date of counselling for
admissions to UG medical
courses under the State
quota providing 85% reser-
vation for students from the
State board, the Madras
High Court has ordered
status quo on the admission
process on a plea assailing
the reservation.

On June 22, the State gov-

ernment notified an order
providing 85% reservation
in UG medical seats avail-
able under the State quota
for State board students and
15% for students from other
boards. Assailing the move,
the petitioner C. Darnish
Kumar, a CBSE student, sub-
mitted that powers to regu-
late admission to medical
courses lies exclusively with
the Medical Council of In-
dia. 

Madras HC orders status

quo on UG medical seats
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI
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EDITORIAL

A
ll indications are that 2017 will turn out to be the

deadliest year in Jammu and Kashmir in almost a

decade, and Monday’s terrorist attack on Am-

arnath pilgrims is a stark reminder that a clear-eyed se-

curity response is required to deal with the challenges.

The attack, in which at least seven persons died, shows

the vulnerability of civilians in spite of the dense secur-

ity deployment in the Kashmir Valley. The bus carrying

the pilgrims had fallen behind a convoy when it came

under �re. But for the alertness of the driver, the casual-

ties could have been much higher. For a few weeks

there had been intelligence warnings about terrorists

possibly targeting the Amarnath Yatra, given the tone

and tenor of the new phase of Kashmir militancy and

the sustained tension along the India-Pakistan border,

with in�ltration continuing. But �nger-pointing about a

security lapse would be meaningless before an inquiry

is conducted. The attack, signi�cantly, comes around

the �rst anniversary of the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen

‘commander’ Burhan Wani, the fallout of which the se-

curity forces and the State government continue to

struggle to contain. While militancy in Kashmir began

taking a new turn sometime in 2013, it escalated in the

wake of Wani’s death. According to informed estimates,

since his death, over 250 local youth have taken up

arms in the Valley. In comparison, in 2013 only 31 local

youth were estimated to have enrolled for militancy.

Projected estimates suggest that this year the num-

ber killed, including security forces personnel and civil-

ians, could �nally be more than 400, the highest since

2009, when 375 people were killed in Kashmir. Since

then violence had steadily fallen, and in 2012, 117 lives

were lost. There are other disconcerting inputs coming

from the security agencies. A recent video clip, which is

doing the rounds on social media and which the intelli-

gence agencies consider authentic, indicates that the

Lashkar-e-Taiba, Hizbul Mujahideen and Jaish-e-Mo-

hammed are operating together, or at least coordinat-

ing attacks. The spike in militant activity has coincided

with increased street protests, public mobilisation to

help militants escape security operations, and intimid-

atory tactics such as burning of schools to bring normal

life to a standstill. This cycle can only be broken

through a coherent security strategy and outreach by

the civil administration to foster con�dence and reduce

tensions on the street. The security establishment

needs to step up its response to the new reality. The

quality of intelligence-gathering needs to improve,

through traditional human skills and technical capabil-

ities. Personnel need better training to handle this

phase of unrest, so that they are more alert to the seem-

ingly blurred, but always vital, line between a security

intervention and a human rights violation. Containing

violence is crucial to guide Kashmir to a peaceful future.

Tough times
A coordinated security and civil response 

is needed to help peace return to the Valley

B
ond markets around the globe showed signs of

weakness last week, with major central banks

hinting at a possible end to years of ultra-loose

monetary policy. The yield on German government

bonds reached their highest level in 18 months, while

that on the 10-year U.S. Treasury bonds reached its

highest level in eight weeks. Results of the auction of 30-

year French government bonds were the immediate

trigger behind the rout as it pointed to a drop in excess

demand; the bid-to-cover ratio dropped to 1.5 from 1.93

in January. Notably, the minutes of the European Cent-

ral Bank’s June meeting indicated that the bank might

walk back on its commitment to expand its €60 billion

bond purchase programme. The U.S. Federal Reserve

has already hiked rates this year, and warned of the

risks posed by low rates. The Bank of England and the

Bank of Canada have shown signs of hawkishness. Bear-

ish comments from investors that the yield on the 10-

year U.S. Treasury bonds might head towards 3% did

not help matters either. The Bank of Japan has been the

sole exception, promising to purchase unlimited

amounts of government bonds at low rates. There is

thus widespread concern among investors that central

banks, through these bearish signals, may be testing the

reaction of markets to a possible interest rate hike. Fur-

ther, they fear the possibility of a coordinated tighten-

ing of monetary policy globally.

The fact that the drop in bond prices has coincided

with hawkish central bank policy is not totally surpris-

ing. The multi-year bull market in bonds has been

driven mainly by central bank purchases of govern-

ment bonds; in fact, sovereign bonds yielded negative

rates not too long ago. A major concern right now is

whether higher rates in the bond market will spell

doom for equities. After all, a higher interest rate places

a greater discount on future cash �ows, which in turn

translates into lower equity prices. What this means for

banks and other �nancial institutions betting on these

instruments will de�ne the systemic risk that a long-

feared rate hike poses. According to estimates by Gold-

man Sachs last year, even a 1% increase in rates by the

Federal Reserve alone would lead to losses anywhere

between $1 trillion and $2.4 trillion to bondholders.

This is bigger than the losses incurred during any other

bond collapse in history. Even more important will be

the risks to the broader economy from an end to the

present regime of historically low interest rates. For al-

most a decade now, investment decisions have been

based on low interest rates and high levels of liquidity.

An increase in rates, combined with lower levels of li-

quidity, will require a change in business decisions and

a reallocation of resources. This will mean some

amount of unavoidable economic pain. In such a scen-

ario, it will not be a total surprise if central banks decide

to step back from their plans to normalise rates.

Ominous retreat
Weaning the world o� easy money 

won’t be painless

B
y deciding not to gift copies of
the Bhagavad Gita to Donald
Trump or Benjamin Netan-

yahu during his recent visits
abroad, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi appears to have ignored the
self-congratulatory statement of
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, that foreign dignitar-
ies were now being given copies of
Gita and Ramayana instead of Taj
Mahal replicas (because they, ac-
cording to Mr. Adityanath, do not
re�ect Indian culture). As a matter
of fact, Mr. Modi’s gifts over the
past three years have included an
impressive selection, even as
Hindu religious texts have become
more prominent than ever in the
Prime Minister’s gift bag.

Even though Mr. Modi’s gifts to
foreign dignitaries have comprised
more than Hindu religious books,
the BJP-led government in New
Delhi has exhibited strong tenden-
cies of sa�ronising India’s foreign
policy, one step at a time, and
without much resistance. Remem-
ber the strong pitch made by none
other than External A�airs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj in 2014 to de-
clare Bhagavad Gita as India’s
‘Rashtriya Granth’ (national
book)? During Mr. Modi’s recent
visit to Israel, some BJP leaders
even referred to the underlying be-
lief within the Sangh Parivar of the
desirability of forging strong bonds
between Hindutva and Zionism.
The issue of ‘sa�ronising’ foreign
policy is serious, and deserves to
be examined in greater depth.

Religious symbolism
Mr. Modi’s o�cial visits abroad
have often been steeped in Hindu
religious symbolism. Recall his �rst
visit to Nepal in 2014 when he vis-
ited the Hindu temple, Pashupat-
inath. Clad in sa�ron attire, wear-
ing a rudraksh garland and sandal
paste smeared on his forehead, the

religious symbolism of Mr. Modi’s
visit to the temple was spectacular,
if not prime ministerial. It is a dif-
ferent matter that the develop-
ment of a potential Hindu religious
plank in Indo-Nepal relations, a
key piece in the Sangh Parivar’s
long-cherished dream, was sabot-
aged by events thereafter, includ-
ing India’s ‘uno�cial’ economic
blockade of Nepal in 2015.

When Mr. Modi visited Abu Dh-
abi in 2015, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) government announced
the allocation of land for the UAE
capital’s �rst Hindu temple. The
Ministry of External A�airs (MEA)
tweeted on the occasion, “A long
wait for the Indian community
ends. On the occasion of PM’s visit,
UAE Govt decides to allot land for
building a temple in Abu Dhabi,”
with Mr. Modi following up with
another tweet: “I am very thankful
to the UAE Govt for their decision
to allot land in order to build a
Temple in Abu Dhabi. This is a
great step.” How so?

While providing land to con-
struct a temple for the Hindu com-
munity in the UAE (for Hindu mi-
grant workers from countries such
as India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, etc.) is in
itself a laudable act, what does the
o�cial visit of a secular republic’s
Prime Minister have to do with the
allocation of land for a Hindu
temple in an Islamic country?
These tweets, by the MEA and the
Prime Minister, were not in keep-
ing with the secular traditions of
India’s foreign policy engage-
ments. Wasn’t ensuring that the In-

dian migrant workers in UAE are
not mistreated, as they regularly
are, more important than portray-
ing the “land for temple” as a major
foreign policy achievement? Let’s
not get carried away: it was neither
foreign policy, nor an achieve-
ment. The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
�xation with ‘Mandir’ cannot be
projected as the Indian state’s legit-
imate foreign policy interest.

Refugee policy
The BJP’s proposed refugee policy
also tells the story of a deep-seated
sa�ron agenda. Its 2014 election
manifesto was unequivocal in stat-
ing that “India shall remain a nat-
ural home for persecuted Hindus
and they shall be welcome to seek
refuge here”. Note that the state-
ment is not one that promises to
protect all persecuted minorities
in the neighbourhood, as the coun-
try has done in the past, but a poin-
tedly Hindutva sentiment. The
party followed up on its promise
when it came to power by propos-
ing a controversial Bill to amend
the country’s citizenship laws. The
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
2016, proposes that Hindus, Sikhs,
Jains, Parsis and Christians enter-
ing India from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan not be
considered as “illegal immigrants”
— no word on Muslims here! By not
providing any justi�cation whatso-
ever for discriminating against
Muslims (if there can, in fact, be
any), given that Hindus and
Muslims comprise most refugees
turning up at India’s borders, the

motivation is clear. While on the
one hand this appeases the com-
munal vote banks in mainland In-
dia, the move also could poten-
tially enhance BJP’s electoral
fortunes in the north-eastern bor-
derlands since the proposed law
could alter the voter demographics
in the region to BJP’s advantage. To
get a more complete picture, read
this together with the recently
passed ‘Enemy Property (Amend-
ment and Validation) Bill, 2016’
which could potentially dispossess
many Muslim families of their in-
herited property. 

India abroad
New Delhi has traditionally viewed
the Indian diaspora to be a power-
ful force multiplier and has both
used their services and catered to
their needs. The Modi government
has gone way beyond the legitim-
ate exercise of engaging the dia-
spora to enthusiastically promot-
ing overseas Hindutva/Sangh
out�ts for ideological ends,
couched in sophisticated foreign
policy showbiz, of course.

Clearly, the outright enlisting of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh-af-
�liated organisations such as the
Overseas Friends of BJP (OFBJP)
and the Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh (HSS) for the government’s
foreign policy pursuits and other
o�cial purposes can only be
termed as attempts at sa�ronising
our secular foreign policy. Recall
how the HSS and the OFBJP-USA,
along with the MEA and the Indian
embassy in Washington, played a
crucial role in organising Mr.
Modi’s o�cial visit to the U.S. in
September 2014.

Several events in the Prime Min-
ister’s o�cial visits abroad today
are organised by HSS/RSS/OFBJP
activists in collaboration with the
MEA and the Indian embassy.
While these activists are indeed
members of the Indian diaspora,
they only represent one fragment
of it, and a communal one. What is
even more worrying is that many of
these Hindutva organisations are
increasingly partnering with In-
dian missions abroad to organise
o�cial functions of the Indian

state. Consider this: during this
year’s International Day of Yoga,
the o�cial partners of the Indian
Embassy in Washington included
the Association of United Hindu
and Jain Temples, Baba Ramdev’s
Patanjali Yogpeeth, Hindu Amer-
ican Foundation, HSS, and several
other Hindu organisations
(http://bit.ly/2sLjxaA).

This brings back memories of
the appointment of Bhishma Agni-
hotri, an o�ce-bearer of the HSS,
as India’s Ambassador-at-Large in
the U.S. by the Vajpayee govern-
ment. Mr. Agnihotri’s ad hoc ap-
pointment had led to run-ins
between him and India’s o�cial
representation in Washington.

The proclivity of the Hindutva
organisations, many of whose
members are not Indian citizens,
to grab the limelight of New Delhi’s
o�cial engagements abroad is re-
sented by career diplomats who
have often cautioned the MEA that
such organisations should be kept
away from o�cial functions.
Moreover, the BJP’s tendency to
promote overseas Hindu organisa-
tions through the foreign policy en-
gagements of the country will not
only undermine the o�cial and
formal nature of the practice of
diplomacy but will also divide the
Indian diaspora along communal
lines. 

These organisations are also
compensated by the government
particularly during the ‘Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas’ celebrations. The
outsourcing of India’s foreign
policy activities to overseas Hindu
organisations should therefore be
put an end to. 

India’s foreign policy engage-
ment, the BJP leadership needs to
remember, is the sovereign func-
tion of the Indian state, not an in-
strument of the Sangh Parivar’s
ideological agenda. Let us hope
that Mr. Adityanath’s communal
rhetoric about avoiding ‘unIndian’
gifts for foreign dignitaries does
not alter the standard practice. 

Happymon Jacob is Associate Professor,
Disarmament Studies, School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University

Paint the united colours of India
The Sangh Parivar’s sa�ron agenda must not dictate the country’s foreign policy

happymon jacob
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I
will always remember the mid-
night launch of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) on June 30/July 1

as the moment when my govern-
ment let down a girl who died in As-
sam’s Baksa district. Maggots had
found their way into her stomach
because she had used a rag during
her periods. Her parents refused to
treat her as they thought she was
pregnant. Eventually it was too late
even though she was taken to a hos-
pital. 

The road to rights 
When I started my online petition
on March 8, requesting the Union
Finance Minister to make eco-
friendly sanitary pads tax-free and
reduce the tax bracket of other
napkins from 12-14% to 5%, I found
more than three lakh people join-
ing me in my appeal. I also found
support from across the political
spectrum. The Union Health and
the Women and Child Develop-
ment Ministers also agreed that it

was a proposal with merit. 
The Finance Minister readily ac-

cepted that it was a cause mooted
by activists and non-governmental
organisations, but it did not reson-
ate with members of the GST Coun-
cil that for an adolescent girl, an af-
fordable sanitary napkin is actually
essential for her well-being. Over
the months, activists, writers and I
have thrown pertinent facts and
�gures at the government trying to
convince them that this tax exemp-
tion would be an important health
intervention. That a woman needs
all means possible to help her dur-
ing menstruation can only be
forcefully argued by women. 

I have argued in Parliament on
many an occasion to deliberate on
issues of women’s empowerment
using data on the dismal percent-
age of women in the workforce, the
high percentage of school dro-
pouts among girls, and the rise in
gender crimes. These have always
been received by the government
with sensitivity, and have drawn as-
surances about the government’s
commitment. While we continue
to focus on and highlight the prob-
lem, the solution is complex. The
right to equality is not an easy right
to ensure and enforce. 

My empowerment has to be
about saving me from damage and

not saving me after I am damaged.
It has to be about building my abil-
ity to seize an opportunity in edu-
cation, employment or a seat in a
panchayat. It has to be about min-
imising and containing my inher-
ent disadvantages because of my
gender, which stand in my way. 

The Constitution recognises this
and allows women a head start in
life. Yet, girls have to drop out of
school because menstruation is a
stigma; they have to stay away from
education because they have no re-
stroom in school; and there is fe-
male foeticide because a girl is con-
sidered to be a liability. The real
empowerment of women does not
need doles and handouts. It needs

interventions that tackle the prob-
lem. 

We are a country where many
women are still dependent on
cloth-based products as they can-
not access high quality, expensive
personal hygiene products or lack
su�cient information about sanit-
ary pads. If a woman has to use hay,
ash, sand, wood shavings, newspa-
per, dried leaves, or even plastic as
a substitute for a hygiene product,
despite subsidised napkins being
distributed under the National
Rural Health Mission (NHRM) in
many States, I hope the govern-
ment is compelled to think about
the limitations of their prevailing
interventions in this regard. Their
system of distribution is failing to
ensure last-mile delivery.

Ensure last-mile access
In India, 70% of women say that
their families cannot a�ord to buy
sanitary pads. Distribution of free
or subsidised napkins in schools by
States is a good step but cannot
solve the problem. If the govern-
ment has to push the social cam-
paign ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’, it
tells us that there are more girls out
of school than in them in India. A
government that champions the
idea of disinvestment/privatisation
of its own businesses in the name

of greater business e�cacy should
have realised that commercial,
private sector entities can deliver
better in rural and remote markets
if the product becomes cheaper
and within the purchasing power
of the economically weaker sec-
tions. 

The celebrations of the mid-
night GST launch have numbed
many. The harsh truth is that ulti-
mately, every manufacturer shifts
the burden of cost to the con-
sumer. If a huge budget of the
NRHM and its network can’t en-
sure last-mile delivery to the wo-
men of rural India or the urban
poor, it could have been achieved
at a lesser cost by reducing the tax
on sanitary napkins, where only
12% of women use sanitary nap-
kins. This could have worked as an
incentive for private manufactur-
ers. It could have been a signi�cant
intervention.

Where some 11,000-plus
products were discussed by the
GST Council, I have no doubt the
members did have women in mind
— bangles and bindis have been ex-
empted from GST. Whether they
had women empowerment in
mind, I don’t know.

Sushmita Dev is a Congress MP in the Lok
Sabha

Getting GST right
Why tax exemption on personal hygiene products for women is crucial

sushmita dev
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Act quickly
The killing of Amarnath
pilgrims, in a terror attack,
is shocking. Clearly,
militants are going too far in
their sinister plot of
unleashing violence and
terror. The State
government and the Centre
must act together to crush
these dangerous designs
and anti-national activities;
there can be no soft-
pedalling and complacency
here. While talks and
attempts at reconciliation
can keep going on, those
indulging in violence,
terrorism and instigating
anti-national elements
should be quelled. The
message should be loud and
clear. 
R. Ramanathan,

Coimbatore

The great migration 
The need for respect for the
human rights of migrants
from the northern States
who are increasingly
relocating to the more
prosperous southern and
western States in India in

search of employment is
important from the
perspective of national unity
(OpEd – ‘Single File’ – “The
great Indian migration”, July
11). Diego Palacios’s piece
also o�ers an implicitly tacit
re�ection of the uneven
development that
characterises our nation
where the northern States
trail the south and the west
in both manufacturing as
well as technology job-
creating industries.
This disparity brings to the
forefront the hitherto
unaddressed burning need
for the Centre and the
governments of these
northern States to create the
necessary conditions that
are conducive for
entrepreneurs, both
domestic and foreign, to
make the kind of massive
investments in these States
that their counterparts in
the south and the west have
been doing for over a
decade.
It is also odd that the Prime
Minister, who promotes the
‘Make in India’ programme

abroad, has never
articulated solutions to this
burgeoning problem of
disparity in development
among States — more
prominently, the north and
the south. 
Stray incidents that uncover
deep undercurrents of State
regionalism will be a natural
consequence of increasing
and unabated inter-State
migrations if such
disparities get exacerbated. 
Aravind Sridhar,

Bengaluru

Firewalled?
Cyberattacks are a global
phenomenon, fuelled by
increasing dependence on
digitisation (“Cyberattack
link to glitches in RJio, NSE
under probe”, July 11). The
risks that digitisation carries
along with it have been
exposed time and again. The
West may be technically
savvy to restore normalcy
after such an event, but
considering the high
illiteracy in India, one
wonders whether we are
prepared to set right the

system in the event of a
breakdown here. Despite
our much-touted IT
prowess, India is still in a
nascent stage as far as
digitisation is concerned.
During Rajiv Gandhi’s time,
a separate cell was in
operation to improve
telecommunications in
India. It is in order if a
separate cell is created to
ensure cybersecurity and is
looked after by public and
private professionals.
Dependence on China for
crucial equipment only
reveals that the ‘Make in
India’ campaign has yet to
make an impact in India. 
Venkatraman Subramanian,

Chennai

We two, ours two
India has one of the largest
concentrations of young
people in the world between
ages 15 to 34 (“Reading
between the numbers”, July
11). This will be a challenge
for any administration in
providing them resources,
education, health, nutrition
and, importantly, gainful

employment. A fresh
national approach of
encouraging small families
should be our priority. With
Aadhaar now covering a
large section of our citizens,
the government should be
bold enough to extend
bene�ts to all those who
follow the two-child norm. 
H.N. Ramakrishna,

Bengaluru

Blinkered vision
For long, researchers have
worked out the role that
carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases play in
regulating temperature. The
1980s saw supercomputers
model the climate with ever
greater power. G20 nations
represent the world’s
advanced scienti�c mettle,

yet Mr. Trump reduces
climate change to a mere
equation in trade
arithmetic. The problem is
that quite a few of his
diehard followers egg him
on. Sitting pretty on lrage oil
reserves and with huge
reservoirs of natural gas, he
is emboldened to defy
others politically. Trade
isolationism could even give
a transient boost to growth
at home. In doing so, he
cedes global leadership to
others who are as capable.
The U.S. would discover
soon enough the loss of
clout and look back with
regret at the Trump years.
R. Narayanan,

Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh
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corrections & clarifications: 

In the map that accompanied the report, “In Mysuru, a yoga
hub in the making” ( July 9, 2017), Kodagu, one of the districts of
Karnataka, was wrongly labelled as Mysuru.
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DATA POINT

India is in possession of the full know-how for making a nuc-
lear weapon. This was the inference drawn by the replies
made by the Prime Minister in the Lok Sabha yesterday [ July
10, New Delhi]. The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi replied
in the affirmative to a question by Mr. Samar Guha (P.S.P.)
whether the Indian scientists of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion were acquainted with the know-how of fission technique
of purified nuclear fuel amounting to its critical size. The
Prime Minister also replied in the affirmative to a question
whether the Indian scientists knew of the mechanics of assem-
bling fissionable fuel into its critical mass, and preparing the
blueprint necessary for the fission of nuclear fuel to an
amount equal to its limiting quantity. All the cryptic written
reply in the affirmative amounts to meaning that India has got
the full know-how for making a nuclear weapon. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 12, 1967

India knows how to make nuclear weapons
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FROM ARCHIVES

Under an ordinance issued to-day [ July 11] the Government of
India are taking power to acquire all silver coin and bullion im-
ported on private account other than current silver coin of the
Government of India. The silver so acquired will be paid for in
London at a rate 5 per cent, below the London quotation on
the date of acquisition by the Government of India. The reason
for adopting this particular basis of payment is that 95 per cent
of the London price represents approximately the American
price of silver plus the cost of freight and insurance from
America to India and it is necessarily lower than the London
quotation which includes an additional 5 per cent, on account
of the greater cost and risk involved in shipping silver from
America to London. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 12, 1917

Silver imports. 

On July 7, the lobby of Del-
hi’s Constitution Club was
crawling with armed po-
licemen. Inside, in a T-
shaped hall, the recently
formed National Cam-
paign Against Mob Lynch-
ing (NCAML) was due to
release the draft of a pro-
posed law, MASUKA, or
the Manav Suraksha
Kanoon (a law to protect
human beings). Activists,
journalists and concerned
citizens milled around,
waiting for the chief guest,
Prakash Ambedkar, to
arrive.

Ticking all boxes
Within minutes of Mr.
Ambedkar’s arrival, the
electronic screen behind
him that till now was dis-
playing the #Stop-
MobLynching logo faded
out. In its place appeared a
tribute to Indian soldiers
who guard the snowy
heights of Siachen. Then,
in the second surprise of
the day, one of the organ-
isers requested the audi-
ence to stand up for a ren-
dering of the national
anthem.

The NCAML was born in

the wake of government
indifference to the recent
spate of mob lynchings
across the country. Young
people as different as Pune
businessman Tehseen
Poonawalla, Jawaharlal
Nehru University students
Kanhaiya Kumar and
Shehla Rashid, Gujarat’s
new Dalit youth leader
Jignesh Mewani and actor
Swara Bhaskar came to-
gether to confront the ugly
phenomenon of mob
lynching. Overcoming the
diversity of their social
and economic back-
grounds, and differences
in political outlook, they
asked a team of experts to
draft a new law whose pas-
sage they now hope the
government will ensure in
Parliament.

As I sat listening to the
young voices speaking
their parts fluently and
convincingly, interspersed
with video bites of col-
leagues who weren’t able
to make it to the event, I
kept asking myself: what’s
the connection between
our soldiers at Siachen,
the national anthem and
mob lynchings?

And then it all became

clear: since any protest
these days against the gov-
ernment, or any act that
appears to be a criticism of
its shortcomings, is likely
to be construed as anti-na-
tional, maybe even an act
of sedition, the NCAML
team had decided that be-
fore it became the target of
the prevailing vigilante
culture, it needed to tick at
least two boxes — “I love
and honour our brave sol-
diers” and “I am patriotic,
I stand up for the national
anthem” — before it em-
barked on dealing with
mob lynching.

Indeed, when the
NCAML campaigners
came in that day to hold
their press conference, the
first question posed to
them by the policemen on
duty was: had they come
to remember Burhan
Wani, the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen commander who
was killed in an encounter
in the Kashmir Valley with
Indian security forces a
year back on July 8, 2016?

Clearly, the NCAML
knows what it is doing, but
that such precautions have
to be taken is a tragic com-
ment on our times.

Lest they be called anti-national
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NOTEBOOK

Protesters have to double down on patriotism in these
times of vigilantism 
Smita Gupta

On the occasion of World Hun-
ger Day on May 28, Union Minis-
ter for Women and Child Devel-
opment Maneka Gandhi had
spoken eloquently about the
need to serve ready-to-eat forti-
�ed meals to tackle malnutri-
tion in the country. India still
has an unenviable track record
when it comes to tackling mal-
nutrition among children and
pregnant women. What was not
surprising was the similarity in
approach of Ms. Gandhi and
her predecessor, Renuka Chow-
dhury, towards addressing the
issue of malnutrition among the
very young. While expressing

horror at the quality of meals served to children between the
age group of six months to �ve years, both the ministers found
an easy solution in ready-to-serve meals.

Two States, two examples
In a country of 1.31 billion people, how di�cult can the task of
monitoring food for malnourished and starving children be?
Eight years ago, in Bihar’s Bettiah district (also known as West
Champaran), someone had worked out a simple solution to
ensure that quality food was served. 

The district administration decided to enrol mothers, who
kept a watch on what their children were fed in mid-day meals
at school. The logic: which mother would cheat on feeding her
own? On the blackboard, the menu of the day was displayed.
On the rolls were mothers who cooked nutritious meals for the
children. It was a heart-warming sight to see kids holding their
shining plates above their heads marching in single �le to the
school. The aroma of freshly cooked food wafted in the
premises. The food, an essential ingredient for their survival.
The quality, assured.

A similar approach was followed in Thane district of Pune a
few years ago in the anganwadi centres after the district had
earned notoriety when Grade III and Grade IV levels of stunt-
ing on account of malnutrition were reported.

A solution worth emulating
The question Ms. Gandhi should have asked on World Hunger
Day as she addressed multinational companies in the audi-
ence, many of whom are willing to lend a helping hand, was
not whether they could o�er help. She should have instead
sought their suggestions on how to monitor the food being
served to youngsters. As she reeled o� reasons for the poor
track record of serving hot cooked meals, from poorly paid an-
ganwadi workers to siphoning o� rations meant for malnour-
ished children and mothers, surely she could have addressed
the problem of monitoring the food served. Seeking the help
of corporates is an easy way out — opening the door to a system
of contractors. A few years ago, liquor baron Ponty Chadha
was awarded a contract under the Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services scheme in Uttar Pradesh! If Bihar and Maha-
rashtra districts can show the way, is it that di�cult to replicate
the example in the rest of the country?

Mothers as monitors
Ready-to-eat forti�ed meals are not 
the best solution to tackle malnutrition
among children
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Anuradha Raman

MAD doctrine
International

relations

A military doctrine, also
known as the doctrine of
mutually assured destruc-
tion, which states that
when two adversaries pos-
sess nuclear weapons,
neither of them is likely to
use them. This is because
both sides are likely to suf-
fer severe losses from a
nuclear attack, irrespect-
ive of who attacks first.
The MAD doctrine is con-
sidered an application of
the Nash equilibrium,
wherein the threat of a
strong retaliatory attack
prevents both sides from
initiating a conflict. The
result is lasting prevention
of a nuclear attack. The
doctrine has been criti-
cised for assuming that the
victim of the first attack
will possess sufficient cap-
abilities after the attack to
retaliate strongly.
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Who is Gilles Muller?
http://bit.ly/GillesMullerProfile
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MORE ON 
THE WEB 3

As the stand-off between Indian and Chinese troops in Bhu-
tanese territory of the Doklam plateau enters its second month,
former National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon, who is an
old China hand, says Beijing is changing the status quo with its
actions in the area, and it is time for a new “modus vivendi”
between the two countries. Excerpts from the interview:

You have been
Ambassador to China,
Foreign Secretary,
National Security Adviser
and the Special
Representative on border
talks. How serious is the
situation in Doklam?

■ I think it is different from
previous such occasions. The
last most serious one was
Depsang in 2013 and we had
Chumar after that (2014). But
basically you could say that
since the 1980s we have had
a modus vivendi with the
Chinese. It was formalised
during Rajiv Gandhi’s visit in
1988 and then during the
border peace and tranquility
treaty of 1993, which con-
tained both sides to main-
taining the status quo and
where they had doubts about
a part of the boundary, they
would actually sit down and
talk their way through the
problem. And that has
helped keep this more or less
peaceful for many, many
years.

What is different this
time?

■ It is much more complic-
ated for three reasons. One,
it is happening near the west-
ern tri-junction of India,
Bhutan and China. So it in-
volves three countries. And
that’s a tri-junction area
where, in principle, all three
countries have to agree on
the posts. Two, it represents
a change in the status quo,
and a considerable change,
because to build a road rep-
resents a permanent pres-
ence. Three, I can’t recall
this kind of rhetoric for a
very long time. The spokes-
person of the Chinese For-
eign Office saying this is very
serious, and so on. In the
past we have handled this
sort of thing with quiet dip-

lomacy. It wasn’t always
easy, but both sides were
able to achieve a resolution
satisfactory to both. In most
cases, it amounts to restoring
the status quo and then dis-
cussing whatever issues
either side might have.

That’s for the immediate
incident, but there is a
broader context as well. In-
dia-China ties are under
stress for some time,
whether it is the Chinese atti-
tude toward the membership
of the NSG (Nuclear Suppli-
ers Group), or Masood
Azhar’s listing (as a global
terrorist by the UN), or the
CPEC (China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor), all of which
have come up in the last few
years. My own sense that
both of us must sit down and
worked out a new modus
vivendi to govern the rela-
tionship. We have both since
the ’80s been rubbing up
against each other in the
periphery we share. So we
do need a new strategic dia-
logue to discuss how we
should sort out problems. It
is in both our interests to do
so.

Isn’t it particularly
worrying that the Doklam
incident is taking place in
an area previously
considered settled, or at
least not an active part of
the boundary?

■ The Sikkim tri-junction is
basically the watershed
between the Amo (also
called the Torsa river) and
the Teesta rivers in the
Chumbi valley, so it is clear,
and parts of it have been
settled. Since 1960, when
this was discussed by both
sides, both sides have con-
stantly said that this bound-
ary is not such a problem.
But the tri-junction remained
to be settled, and that is a

part of the issue.

It does seem as if China is
not only changing the
status quo, it is taking
control, however
temporarily, of a
significant part of the
Doklam plateau by setting
up tents there. What is the
message China is giving
here?

■ I am not aware of what is
actually happening on the
ground. On the message, you
need to ask the Chinese.
They are very clear about
what they mean to say. And I
think you should take what
they say at face value. Cer-
tainly, what their Foreign Of-
fice spokesman says must be
taken seriously.

Is there a similarity
between what China is
doing in Doklam and what
is has done previously in
the South China Sea…
laying claim to certain
areas, pushing the
boundaries on where its
armed forces are placed?

■ You can construct beauti-
ful theories, and many
people have. But the only
way to deal with the Chinese
is directly, both on the
ground and through a
negotiation.

You mentioned theories,
so I want to list some. One
is that this is a reaction to
India’s new alliance with
the U.S. The other is that
statements made in India,
for example a Chief
Minister questioning
whether our borders are
with Tibet or China, have
triggered this…

■ There are clearly a thou-
sand such irritants on both
sides. I consider them as
symptoms of stress in the re-
lationship, a relationship that
needs to be recalibrated.

Some suggest the stress
point is internal for China,
and President Xi Jinping is
showing strength ahead of

a possibly difficult
Chinese Communist Party
National Congress this
October-November.

■ As a general rule, I don’t
think foreign policy affects
domestic politics in either In-
dia or China, certainly not to
the extent most foreign
policy wonks [assume it
does]. 

When it comes to the
rhetoric from the Chinese
side, has India adopted
the correct course by not
responding, issuing only
one statement in the face
of the barrage from
Beijing?

■ I don’t want to second-
guess the government, as I
don’t know what they know.

I presume they are doing
what they are on the basis of
facts that they possess. The
ultimate test of what they do
is the end result. Some of
these situations take a long
time to resolve. The situation
at Sumdorong Chu (Wang-
dung, north of Tawang in Ar-
unachal Pradesh, that saw
action in 1986), for example,
took eight-10 years to
resolve.

Is it also significant that
everyone is speaking of an
India-China stand-off,
when in fact the area
under dispute is claimed
by Bhutan, not India?

■ It is Bhutanese territory,
but we are there because of
Bhutan and we have a cer-
tain relationship and certain
obligations to Bhutan. 

A Chinese scholar has
suggested that if India
could come to Bhutan’s
aid, then a “third
country” would be
justified coming to
“Kashmir’s aid”, referring
to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. Is China playing
for a broader equivalence

here?

We have scholars like that
too, and let them deal with
each other. But I’d rather go
by what China does officially,
and what they communicate
to us officially.

Has China’s decision to
invest a considerable
amount in terms of
resources and reputation
in the CPEC also changed
the calculations?

■ China has gone in different
directions with Pakistan in
the past. In 1996, for ex-
ample, President Jiang Zemin
stood in the Pakistan Na-
tional Assembly and coun-
selled them to put political
problems with India aside,
and work on other aspects of
a normal relationship, trade,
travel, etc. Pakistan never
took that advice. China’s
stand on Kashmir has gone
from calling for self-determ-
ination to calling it a bilateral
problem for India and
Pakistan to sort out. Today
they have a commitment to
Pakistan that is explicit, in
terms of the CPEC. But let’s
see how this evolves… We

talking about it. We have had
stand-offs that have lasted a
long time in the past too, so
there are no timelines.

But do you think talks are
the only way forward, or
do you see the risk of a
military escalation?

■ What would a military con-
flict solve from either side’s
point of view? But both India
and China would have to
reach that same conclusion
at the same point of time to
avoid it.

You’re not ruling it out? 

■ That’s an extreme, but part
of any negotiation is also the
threat of violence. Some of
the rhetoric is often meant to
make space for negotiation.
So right now, we are working
out the terms of engage-
ment, but I don’t see it in
either side’s interest to have
a military conflict.

Since 1988, there have
been incremental
improvements on
managing the boundary
between us. Do you think
the clock has been
reversed?

■ No, not yet. They are
clearly signalling that the
situation is a new one. We
don’t have enough know-
ledge yet to draw
conclusions.

Does the situation require
the top leadership to be
involved to clear the
logjam?

■ Well, even when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping meet for
the BRICS summit in Septem-
ber in China, there will be
some sort of preparatory
meetings. We are in touch,
we have Special Representat-
ives, and we have had a
series of visits from both
sides. Our ministers have
been in Beijing this month.
So I presume they will find
the ways and means to talk at
all levels.

should be worried more
about our own interests with
China, rather than with
others.

In your recent book
‘Choices’, you have
spoken of the inevitability
of India and China
challenging each other. Is
the Doklam stand-off part
of that trend?

■ What I wrote was that
China will be increasingly as-
sertive, and so will we. It is
part of our development.
Our need for the world in
terms of trade has gone up
many times, and the same is
true for China. This is a nat-
ural consequence, and India
and China have done this
faster than any other eco-
nomies in history.

Is the clash inevitable
then?

■ That depends on whether
we can work out a new way
of dealing with each other in
this changed scenario. At one
stage, both our leaderships
would say there is enough
space for both India and
China to grow. I don’t hear
that so much any more, but
they haven’t said the oppos-
ite either. 

These are man-made is-
sues, and that means there
are solutions to them, so
long as we respect each oth-
er’s core interests and man-
age our differences.

Given your own
experiences in
negotiating previous
stand-offs in Depsang and
Chumar, what do you
think are the chances of
de-escalation?

■ I don’t know enough about
this situation. I think what
worked in previous such oc-
casions was the fact that
neither side wanted to get
into trouble or be embar-
rassed militarily. The
simplest way forward is to re-
store the status quo ante,
which means clearing the
area of both armies and then

‘The only way to deal with the Chinese is directly’
As the Doklam spat between Beijing and New Delhi �ares, the former NSA says the neighbours need a new strategic dialogue to recalibrate their relationship

suhasini haidar

<> They are very clear

about what they

mean to say. And I

think you should

take what they say at

face value. Certainly,

what their Foreign

O�ce spokesman

says must be taken

seriously.

THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | SHIVSHANKAR MENON
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said a Raj Bhavan
spokesman.

Fresh batch of pilgrims
A fresh batch of 3,289 pil-
grims reached the Valley
from Jammu to head for the
base camps at Pahalgam
and Baltal. Mr. Vohra, who
met the injured pilgrims,
oversaw the operation
where they were airlifted
out of J&K. Only three seri-
ously injured pilgrims re-
main in Anantnag and Srin-
agar hospitals. 

CM Mehbooba Mufti, who
supervised the rescue and
relief operations throughout
the night, chaired an emer-
gency Cabinet meeting. 

The J&K government an-
nounced ₹6 lakh for families
of those killed, ₹2 lakh to
grievously injured and ₹1
lakh to injured. An award of
₹3 lakh will be handed over
to the bus driver “who ex-
hibited exemplary
alertness”.

Sources said security agen-
cies are drafting a joint plan
to go after the militant lead-
ership in south Kashmir,
where over 200 militants
are active. Around 80 were
killed this year.

Army chief General Bipin
Rawat arrived in Srinagar on
Tuesday to review the secur-
ity situation. 

The Army will not need
any additional troop deploy-
ment in Kashmir to secure
the Amranath Yatra route, a
senior officer said. “Addi-
tional troops have already
been deployed ahead of the
Yatra and the Ramzan sea-
son. There is generally no
need for any additional
troops” he said.

Meanwhile, Governor
N.N. Vohra, who is also
chairman of the Shri Am-
arnath Shrine Board (SASB),
convened an emergency se-
curity review meet. 

“It was decided that the
pilgrimage shall continue,”

Handiwork of LeT,
says Kashmir IG

ded “a time-bound probe by
a Supreme Court judge”.

Traders and rights groups
also held street protests in
Srinagar. A rights group, J&K
Coalition of Civil Society,
also held a sit-in in Srinagar.
“We want to show unam-
biguously and emphatically
our solidarity with the vic-
tims. We demand a credible
investigation into this incid-
ent and other crimes com-
mitted in J&K,” said JKCCS
coordinator Khurram
Pervez.

Meanwhile, a shutdown
was observed in Jammu, the
Pir Panchal Valley and the
Chenab Valley. 

Separatist leaders, including
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and Yasin Ma-
lik, in a joint statement said,
“This incident goes against
the very grain of Kashmiri
ethos”.

Valley-based traders’ bod-
ies, including Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, joined the con-
demnation. “It’s noted with
concern that such incidents
have generally been taking
place on specific occasions,
which tend to send a wrong
signal throughout the coun-
try about the situation in
Kashmir,” said KCCI spokes-
man, as the traders deman-

J&K protests terror
attack on yatris

last. The Centre submitted it
was not challenging the
four-week stay order passed
by the High Court.

The fact that the Madras
High Court’s stay order had
lapsed on July 7 did not stop
the Supreme Court from en-
dorsing it. “The directions
of the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court shall ex-
tend through out the coun-
try,” the Supreme Court
ordered.

The court however, did
not agree with the Centre’s
suggestion that the States
should meanwhile go for-
ward with the work of
identifying animal market
spaces within their jurisdic-
tions as per the existing
rules.

The law officer however
quickly added that a re-look
at the rules does not mean a
repeal.

Mr. Narasimha said the
rules would be amended
keeping in mind the in-
terests of the various stake-
holders, including the meat
industry, and re-notified.

The law officer conveyed
to the court that the Secret-
ary, Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests, was
already working on the
amendments to the rules
and they would be com-
pleted by August.

Mr. Narasimha apprised
the Bench that the rules
have already been stayed by
the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court in May

SC stays cattle sale
rules across nation

Kumar has been sharing
power, he abruptly left the
press briefing without an
answer. 

Interestingly, while the JD
(U) meeting was going on,
Mr. Tejaswi posted pictures
and a video on social media
while playing cricket with
his nephew inside his home.
“Play safe, have fun. Enjoy
the game because sports
don’t build character...they
reveal it” he captioned the
pictures which many be-
lieved, was aimed at the
political scenario in the
State. 

However, neither Mr. Kumar
nor any senior party leader
addressed media after the
meeting. 

Earlier State JD(U) chief
Basistha Narayan Singh and
party’s chief spokesperson
Sanjay Singh along with
other party spokespersons
wee expected to brief the
media but both leaders
stayed inside.

When journalists quizzed
Mr. Neeraj Kumar over cor-
ruption charges levelled
against Mr. Tejaswi Yadav
with whom the “image con-
scious” JD(U) chief Nitish

JD(U) leaves decision
on Tejaswi to RJD

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) on Tuesday recor-
ded the statement of Misa
Bharti, daughter of Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu
Prasad, under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act in connection with a
case involving shell
companies.

Responding to the sum-
mons, Ms. Bharti presented
herself before the investigat-
ing team that quizzed her for
over seven hours on issues
related to her company Mis-
hail Packers and Printers. 

The Enforcement Direct-
orate officials had earlier is-
sued summons to Ms.
Bharti’s husband, Shailesh
Kumar, but he failed to ap-
pear on Monday. 

Shell companies
The directorate’s probe
relates to a charge sheet filed
by the Serious Fraud Invest-
igation Office against one
Surendra and his brother
Virendra Jain for alleged
money laundering using the
shell companies they al-
legedly controlled.

The agency alleges that

four shell companies al-
legedly controlled by the Jain
brothers had bought 1.2 lakh
shares of Mishail Packers
and Printers in 2007-08 at
₹100 a share. 

It is alleged that the com-
pany shares were later al-
legedly bought back by Ms.
Bharti at ₹10 a unit.

According to the ED,

Rajesh Agarwal, a chartered
accountant and mediator,
had given ₹90 lakh in cash to
the Jain brothers in advance
for investments in Mishail
Packers and Printers as
share premium. 

The Jains purportedly dis-
closed to the agency that
they would receive cash in
advance and invest it as

share premium in the com-
panies of the beneficiaries.
The shares would later be
sold back to the directors or
close relatives of beneficiar-
ies at a huge discount to
transfer back the funds.

The Jains and the
chartered accountant have
been arrested in the case so
far. 

O�cials grill Misa Bharti in
money laundering case
Lalu’s daughter appears before Enforcement Directorate to record statement

In action: Enforcement Directorate o�cials leave after Misa Bharti’s appearance before the
agency in New Delhi on Tuesday. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Special correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has received a
databank of about 1.16 lakh
companies from the Serious
Fraud Investigation Office
(SFIO), 16,000 of which are
confirmed non-trading en-
tities. However, there are
concerns whether the ED, at
this stage, is empowered to
initiate action against them
even when they are found to
be indulging in money
laundering.

As per the existing Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), the ED can-
not on its own proceed with
money laundering investiga-
tions till any primary
agency, let it be the Central
Bureau of Investigation, the
Income Tax Department,
the SFIO or the State police,
institutes a case under pro-
visions that are listed in the
Act’s schedule. It, therefore,
restricts the operations of
the directorate. 

The SFIO, which func-
tions under the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, has col-
lected information on these
companies from sister agen-
cies. They have been cat-

egorised as “shell compan-
ies”, “derived companies
(which have directors who
were also associated with
the confirmed shell com-
panies)” and the “suspected
shell companies”. 

While close to 16,000
firms have directors who
were also associated with
the identified shell compan-
ies, about 84,000 entities
are suspected to be shell
companies.

Shared with I-T dept.
It is learnt that the databank
has also been shared with
the I-T Department to ex-
plore possibilities for legal
action. However, for ED, it is
currently only working as a
reference material to ascer-
tain whether the companies
whose names cropped up
during the previous or on-
going investigations also fig-
ure in the same list. 

For the ED to initiate any
action against these com-
panies, other agencies will
have to act first. On the in-
structions of the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, a joint task
force has been set up re-
cently to take action against
shell companies. 

1.16 lakh �rms
under scanner
ED will have to wait to take action

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

An all-party meeting in Dar-
jeeling on Tuesday decided
that one representative from
each political party in the
hills will go on fast unto
death from July 15 to take
forward the demand of
Gorkhaland.

Announcing the decision
of hunger strike, Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) assist-

ant general secretary Benoy
Tamang said the indefinite
strike in the hills since June
15 will continue. 

The Gorkhaland Move-
ment Coordination Commit-
tee have decided to return all
awards, conferred by the
West Bengal government, on
July 13.

Meanwhile, a Gorkhaland
supporter succumbed to his
injuries.

Darjeeling parties to
fast unto death 
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

China is closely monitoring
the ongoing Malabar naval
exercises between India, the
U.S. and Japan, in view of
the Indian Navy’s growing
clout to detect Chinese sub-
marines and surface ships in
the Indian Ocean, using
newly acquired weaponry
from Washington. 

A detailed article in Peng-
pai, an online portal, ana-
lyses whether Chinese sub-
marines are the unstated
target of the large naval ex-
ercises, which started on
Monday in the Bay of
Bengal. 

The article underscores
that the presence of three
aircraft carriers of three

countries in the military ex-
ercises is “most note-
worthy”. 

It points out that the fo-
cus of the drills is anti-sub-
marine warfare (ASW).

In turn, this has “got
people really concerned”,
whether the exercise is “tar-
geted at Chinese
submarines”.

“The Malabar exercise
used to be a comprehensive
drill that had included air
defence, anti-ship elements
etc. But now the subject of
the drills started to show
that there is more focus on
anti-submarine warfare. It
shows that they have
someone as the target,” ob-
serves Li Jie, a Chinese naval
expert.

Malabar submarine
drills worry China

They have someone as target: expert

Atul Aneja

Beijing

Falun Gong, the ancient
Chinese holistic system that
is banned in China, will be
celebrated in India on July 15
with a parade and Human
Word Formation in the cap-
ital. Organisers of the event,
Falun Dafa Association of In-
dia, which has been teaching
Falun Gong in India, said the
event would highlight the
persecution against the prac-
titioners in China.

Apart from the parade of
July 15, the group will hold
events and public interac-
tions at Gandhi Smriti, Ra-
jghat on July 14 and 15.

“On this occasion, over
200 practitioners of Falun
Dafa from India and other
countries will participate in
a Peace Parade and Human

Word Formation at Con-
naught Place to spread the
message of Truth, Compas-
sion and Tolerance which
are the basic principles of
Falun Dafa,” said a release
from the Falun Dafa Associ-
ation of India.

The organisation also

claimed that despite years of
“brutal torture” in China,
Falun Dafa practitioners are
not surrendering to Beijing’s
strict rules. “This peaceful
activity aims to create aware-
ness of the severe persecu-
tion being suffered by Falun
Dafa practitioners in China

for over several years. We
hope more and more people
will take a stand to end this
crime against humanity,”
said the release.

Creating awareness
The Falun Dafa Association
of India has been campaign-
ing for months to familiarise
the challenges that the fol-
lowers of this group are fa-
cing in China. Earlier this
year, the group brought
noted human rights lawyer
David Mata from Canada to
India in a bid to raise aware-
ness among Indians of the
challenges posed by China
against the group.

The association said that
the government in Beijing
had been trying to “eradic-
ate” the group as it was “ex-
tremely popular”.

India to celebrate Falun Gong
Banned in China, event to focus on persecution against practitioners in Beijing

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

The �le photo shows Falun Dafa members protesting against
China’s ban on Falun Gong, in Bengaluru. * G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

The alleged bribe was
paid “in exchange for high-
way construction supervi-
sion and design contracts
and a water project contract
resulting in approximately
$4 million in net profits,” the
Criminal Division of the De-
partment of Justice said in a
letter to CDM Smith dated
June 21. 

The Boston-based con-
struction firm has agreed to
the misconduct found by the
U.S. Department of Justice in

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari
on Tuesday ordered an in-
ternal inquiry into the U.S.
Department of Justice’s re-
cent investigation which
found that U.S.-based con-
struction firm CDM Smith
paid bribes worth around
$1.18 million to the National
Highways Authority of India
during 2011-15 to bag
contracts.

its investigation and has ter-
minated all the employees
and executives involved in
the bribery case, according
to the letter. “CDM Smith
has a clear Code of Ethics
and core values that drive
our behaviour every day,”
CDM Smith CEO Stephen J.
Hickox said in a statement. 

“Any breach of these val-
ues or improper business
activities is counter to our
culture and will not be toler-
ated,” Mr. Hickox said.

To look into allegations that bribe was paid to bag contracts

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Inquiry ordered into
U.S. �rm’s bribery charge

Foreign Secretary S.
Jaishankar on Tuesday said
while India and China had
several differences, PM Nar-
endra Modi and President Xi
Jinping had “reached a con-
sensus” on two points dur-
ing their meeting on June 8
in Astana, namely, “At a time
of global uncertainty, India-
China relations are a factor
of stability; and in their rela-
tionship, India and China
must not allow differences to
become disputes.”

Dr. Jaishankar was re-
sponding to questions on

the current border standoff
in Sikkim after his lecture at
the Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy on the subject
“India-ASEAN and the Chan-
ging Geopolitics”. 

However, he did not refer
to the next meeting between
the two leaders in Hamburg
at the G20 summit, which
China said was not a “bilat-
eral”, though the MEA has
said the leaders had covered
a “wide range of issues” dur-
ing the meeting. 

Despite the two leaders
meeting each other twice
since trouble began when
Chinese PLA teams re-

portedly demolished Indian
bunkers in the Doklam plat-
eau (called Doko La in
Bhutan, which claims the
whole), and then sent in
road construction teams, the
stand-off has now entered its
second month.

Since then, Bhutan and
India have jointly countered
China’s claims that it was
only operating in its territ-
ory, and according to offi-
cials, Indian and Chinese
soldiers now stand face-to-
face on the contested plat-
eau, pitching tents there in
an indication they could be
there for the “long haul”.

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

‘India-China relations a factor of
stability amid global uncertainty’

a “broad agreement before-
hand” and “good coordina-
tion” among the Opposition
parties. Mr. Gandhi’s nomin-
ation papers were also
signed on Tuesday, he ad-
ded. “The leaders of 18 Op-
position parties got together
to decide on the vice-presid-
ential candidate. All of them
spoke in support of Gopal
Gandhi and have decided to
field him as their joint can-
didate for the vice-presiden-
tial election,” Ms. Gandhi
said after the meeting. 

Once he was assured that all
the 18 political parties who
attended Tuesday’s meeting
had agreed to support his
nomination, Mr. Gandhi
gave his assent, Mr. O’Brien
said. 

“Mr. Gopal Gandhi was
taking a class (at the Ashoka
University in Sonepat on the
outskirts of Delhi). Once he
was assured that everyone
was supporting him, he gave
his consent,” the Trinamool
leader said. 

He said there was already

Gopal Gandhi is
Oppn. pick for V-P

Renowned forensic expert,
Pakkiriswamy Chandra
Sekharan, who helped in-
vestigators crack the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case
and played a seminal role in
getting back the stolen 1,500-
year-old Pathur Nataraja idol
from the U.K., died here on
Tuesday.

He was 83 and is survived
by his wife and daughter.

A former director of the
Tamil Nadu Forensic Sci-
ences Department, Pro-
fessor Chandra Sekharan
was awarded the Padma
Bhushan.

An acknowledged expert
and pioneer in some forensic
techniques, Professor
Chandra Sekharan decon-
structed the suicide bomb at-
tack on Rajiv Gandhi in May
1991. 

He made the sensational
disclosure a day after the as-

sassination that the killer
was a woman who acted as a
human bomb.

He pieced together
tattered pieces of denim fab-
ric to conclude that the as-
sassin was wearing a vest or
jacket in which a bomb
could have been packed. 

He proceeded to recon-
struct the belt bomb as well
as its two-switch circuitry,
one to switch on the mech-
anism and the other to det-
onate the RDX bomb.

K. Ragothaman, the chief
investigating officer, recalled
Professor Chandra Sekhar-
an’s great help. The forensic
expert obtained the roll of
film from a camera used by
Hari Babu, a photographer
who was killed in the explo-
sion, to get pictures of the
fateful public meeting.

“But for those 10 crucial
photographs, we would not
have been able to detect the
case. While video footage
taken minutes before the ex-
plosion was suppressed by
none other than the then In-
telligence Bureau director,
Professor Chandra Sekharan
preserved the valuable evid-
ence and gave it to us,” Mr.
Ragothaman said.

D.R. Kaarthikeyan, former
CBI director and chief of the
Special Investigation Team
that investigated the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination, said
Professor Chandra Sekharan
had enormous knowledge of

forensic science and his ser-
vice was of immense help in
the case.

He used the skull superim-
position technique he had
devised to identify the assas-
sin, Dhanu, by matching
earlier photographs ob-
tained by investigators with
a head model he made. He
also helped identify
Sivarasan, who led the assas-
sination squad, and Subha,
the standby to Dhanu.

Tracking Nataraja
He used both forensic sci-
ence and traditional know-
ledge in establishing India’s
claim over the Nataraja idol
at the Royal Court of Justice
in the U.K.

He was a much sought-
after expert witness, appear-
ing in courts across India, as
well as in the United King-
dom, Singapore and Sri
Lanka for both prosecution
and defence. 

Forensic guru Chandra Sekharan dead
He cracked the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, helped identify bomber Dhanu 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

P. Chandra Sekharan 
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While the threat perception
for the Amarnath Yatra was
high this year given the
ground realities in Kashmir,
security analysts wonder
how a bus, which was not re-
gistered with the Shri Am-
arnath Shrine Board, was al-
lowed to move through the
Valley in the night.

“There has been this as-
sessment in the wake of the
present phase of militancy
that even the Yatra is a pos-
sible target, unlike in the re-
cent past,” an intelligence of-
ficial said. “And we had
appropriately issued warn-
ings to all security agencies.”

The most specific alert
came from the Jammu and
Kashmir Police. Just two days
before the yatra began, In-
spector-General (Kashmir
Range) Muneer Khan had is-
sued a warning to all security
agencies, based on an input
from the Anantnag police
warning of a spectacular at-
tack on the pilgrims. 

In his June 27 letter, Mr.
Khan said: “Intelligence in-
put received from SSP Anant-
nag reveals that terrorists
have been directed to elimin-
ate 100 to 150 pilgrims and
nearly 100 police officers and
officials.” 

“The attack may be in the
form of standoff fire on a
yatra convoy which they be-

lieve will result in flaring up
of communal tensions
throughout the nation,” the
letter said, adding that the in-
put was based on human in-
telligence and needed cor-
roboration. 

In the event, the Monday
evening attack was strikingly
similar. 

In these circumstances, se-
curity sources have ques-

tioned why the ill-fated bus
with pilgrims started for
Jammu from the Valley so
late in the day. “Yatra
vehicles are not to be travel-
ling on the Srinagar-Jammu
highway after 7 p.m., by
when the security cover is
withdrawn,” an official said.

“How could a bus not re-
gistered with the Board be al-
lowed to take passengers to

the shrine, [and] move
around after 7 p.m.,” another
officer asked.

Further violence 
Officials said the latest attack
on the pilgrims was unlikely
to remain as an isolated in-
cident. 

“There is enough indica-
tion that the next few months
could be among the bloodiest

in recent memory,” one of
them said.

He said 2017 could be the
worst year in terms of milit-
ancy since 2009. 

“The steady drop in viol-
ence that we have witnessed
in recent years is a story of
the past. Kashmir militancy
has moved to a new phase,”
he said.

Yatra was a target, the bus just fell into the trap
Given heightened security threat, o�cials ask why the vehicle, not registered with Amarnath Shrine Board, was allowed to proceed to Jammu in the dark

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Heightened vigil: Police personnel check the identity cards of pilgrims at Chandanwari in south Kashmir on Tuesday. * NISSAR AHMAD

Salim Sheikh, driver of the
ill-fated bus carrying Am-
arnath pilgrims that was at-
tacked by terrorists on
Monday night, exhibited
immense courage under
fire, as he drove the bus
through a hail of bullets.
His brave act saved the
lives of as many as 50
persons.

“I did not stop despite
firing because, had I
stopped, we would have all
been killed including me!
There was no scope to es-
cape the bullets,” Mr
Sheikh said after he landed
in an Indian Air Force air-
craft from Srinagar that
brought the injured pil-
grims and the bodies of the
slain pilgrims to Surat.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani, who was
present at the airport to re-
ceive bodies, showered
praise on Mr. Sheikh and
said the State government
would nominate his name
for a bravery award.

Pitch darkness
“God gave me strength and
courage to drive on amidst
firing from right side.
There were possibly three

to four terrorists firing. We
could not see anything as it
was pitch black,” Mr.
Sheikh said, recalling the
life-threatening moments.

“As the firing continued,
people were shouting, cry-
ing and screaming to stop
but I just somehow kept
driving for one kilometre. I
ducked twice by bending
over on driving seat but
did not stop till I saw a mil-
itary camp,” he said narrat-
ing the sequence of events.
He added that when the
bus reached the military
camp, people immediately

helped them and all pas-
sengers were taken to a
hospital for treatment. 

According to him, the
bus had started around 4
p.m. along with three or
four other buses but his
bus had developed a punc-
ture that took them two
hours to repair. 

Mr. Sheikh’s 70-year-old
father told media persons
in Valsad that it was a mo-
ment of pride for the en-
tire family that Salim had
saved the lives of so many
pilgrims while facing
bullets.

Salim Sheikh’s courage saved 50 lives on the ill-fated bus 

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

Driver held nerve to drive
through a hail of bullets 

Salim Sheikh

Under severe criticism for
the terrorist attack on Am-
arnath pilgrims, Union
Home Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday asked se-
curity agencies to watch for
any kind of “backlash”
against Kashmiris, particu-
larly students, living in other
parts of the country.

Mr. Singh, while replying
to an abusive tweet, said “all
Kashmiris were not
terrorists”.

The J&K police, in their
preliminary report to the
Home Ministry, described
the terrorists as “unidenti-
fied gunmen,” though In-
spector-General of Police
Muneer Khan said it was the
handiwork of “Lashkar milit-

ants”. CRPF Director-Gen-
eral R.R. Bhatnagar told The
Hindu that vehicles not part
of the Amarnath convoy and

travelling after the security
teams would be withdrawn.
Security forces cover the Na-
tional Highway 44 from 4

a.m. to 7 p.m. for the Am-
arnath Yatra as there are def-
inite time schedules for the
movement of vehicles carry-

ing pilgrims. The report said
the bus came under attack
twice within a distance of 75
metres, first from the front
near a petrol pump and then
near an automobile shop,
when it was on the way from
Srinagar in Kashmir to Katra
in Jammu. 

There was no mention of a
police jeep, which was also
attacked, in the report.

A senior Home Ministry
official said the twin attacks
suggested there were two
groups of terrorists. “It is
only a preliminary report
and all facts are subject to
verification,” said Ashok
Prasad, Home Ministry
spokesperson.

Another official said there
would be no radical shift in
the security strategy.

Police report hints at two terror groups
The bus came under attack twice, �rst near a fuel station and then close to an automobile shop

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Consoling touch: Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti meets pilgrims in an Anantnag hospital on
Tuesday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

International condemnation
poured in on Tuesday
against the Monday’s terror
strike that killed seven Am-
arnath yatris. South Asian
neighbours Nepal and
Bangladesh, joined world
powers France, Germany
and Iran in condemning the
terror attack that left several
persons critically injured.

Message to Modi
In a condolence message to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina
conveyed “deepest condol-
ences” to the bereaved fam-
ilies and prayed for the early
recovery of the injured pil-
grims. “We also reaffirm our
stand beside the people of
India at this difficult hour,”
she said. 

Mauritius, Maldives also
condemned the attack.
Pakistan, however, has
stayed silent on the attack.

President of Afghanistan
Ashraf Ghani said, “Being
enemies of civilisation and
humanity, terrorists don’t
respect any religion and law
but in order to disseminate
terror and hate, they target
sacred locations and civil-
ians including women and
children.”

Strong words of condem-
nation also came from Iran
with the embassy of the Is-
lamic Republic condemning
the killing of the pilgrims. Ir-
an’s condemnation comes

just days after its Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei had raised the issue of
Kashmir in a speech on the
eve of Id.

Counter-terrorism
The spokesperson of the
French Foreign Ministry
said, “France assures the
people and authorities of In-
dia of its solidarity in face of
terrorism. During their
meeting in Paris on 3rd June
this year, the President of
the French Republic and the
Prime Minister of India had
declared counter-terrorism
to be a priority of our stra-
tegic partnership.” 

Condemnation also came
from Israel and the U.S. The
U.S., one of the key security
partners of India, also ex-
tended condolences to the
victims of the attack. “We
deplore the attack on Am-
arnath pilgrims and con-
demn all acts of terrorism.
Deepest condolences to the
families and all those af-
fected,” said MaryKay Loss
Carlson, Charge D’Affairs of
the U.S. Embassy in India.

Nations condemn
attack on yatris 
Pakistan, however, keeps mum 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Ashraf Ghani

The BJP has backed the on-
going aggressive security op-
erations in the Kashmir Val-
ley to the hilt, dismissing
Opposition charges that a se-
curity lapse led to the terror
attack on Amarnath yatris
on Monday night.

BJP general secretary
Ram Madhav, the party in-
charge for Jammu and Kash-
mir, said the attack was not
due to a security lapse. 

“The yatra had been on
peacefully for the past 15
days, and security forces
had been foiling terror at-
tempts 100 out of 100 times.

The terrorists need to suc-
ceed only once,” Mr. Madhav
said.

Sources in the party said
the attack on the pilgrims
was a sign that “terrorists
were getting desperate” and

the “operations were effect-
ive”. 

“There has to be an un-
ambiguous condemnation of
terror, and a recognition
that such attacks are a sign
of desperation at the ag-
gressive crackdown by se-
curity forces,” said a party
source.

There was no response
from the party when asked
about Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad leader Praveen Toga-
dia’s demand that the
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment (a coalition between
the Peoples Democratic
Party and the BJP) be dis-
missed. 

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Ram Madhav

No security lapse: Madhav

Eighteen Opposition parties,
which met here on Tuesday
to choose the vice-presiden-
tial nominee, passed a joint
resolution strongly con-
demning Monday’s terror at-
tack on Amarnath yatris in
Kashmir. 

They also criticised the
government for its inability to
prevent the incident. 

The resolution described it
as an “attack on humanity
and on India's plurality and
diversity, and on Kashmir-

iyat.” The parties asked the
government to introspect
on its failure to prevent the
“cowardly and ghastly” at-
tack, despite advance intel-
ligence inputs.

The former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said the is-
sue should be discussed in
Parliament.

Addressing a meeting in
Hazratbal, National Confer-
ence president Farooq Ab-
dullah apologised to the
people of the country for
the attack.

Opposition blames
Centre for incident
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Encounter under way 
in Budgam district
SRINAGAR

An encounter was under way

between security forces and

militants on Tuesday evening

in central Kashmir’s Budgam

district, the police said.

Security forces had launched

cordon-and-search

operations in the Redbug area

after receiving specific

intelligence inputs about the

presence of militants in the

area, a police official said. He

said the search operation

turned into an encounter as

the security forces were fired

upon by the militants. Two

militants are believed to be

trapped, the official said.

Rupani receives 
victims’ bodies
The bodies of the slain

pilgrims were brought to

Gujarat on Tuesday. Protests

were held across the State to

condemn the killings amid

loud calls by protesters

seeking reprisals. Gujarat

Chief Minister Vijay Rupani

received the bodies. Mr.

Rupani announced a ₹10 lakh

compensation to the kin of

each of the deceased and ₹2

lakh for those injured.

Maharashtra announced ₹10

lakh to the families of Usha

Sonar and Nirmala Thakur, the

two pilgrims from the State. 

Youth Congress holds
candlelight march 
NEW DELHI

Members of the Indian Youth

Congress on Tuesday

organised a candlelight march

to pay homage to the

Amarnath pilgrims killed in a

terror attack in Kashmir,

urging the Centre to “take

action” rather than “just

condemn” these unethical

acts. The march started from

IYC office at Raisina Road and

ended at Jantar Mantar. PTI 
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Pope adds fourth 
path to sainthood
VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis made one of the

most signi�cant changes in

centuries to saint-making

procedures on Tuesday,

adding a new category for

people who give their lives to

save others. Until now the

procedure which could leads

to sainthood was limited to

three categories. REUTERS

ELSEWHERE

U.S. treasury veteran to
oversee banking system
WASHINGTON

Randal Quarles, who served in

top Treasury Department

positions, has been

nominated by Donald Trump

to take a key position on the

Federal Reserve board in

charge of overseeing the

banking system. He will work

to loosen the banking

regulations imposed by the

Dodd-Frank legislation. AP

At least 16 die in military
plane crash in Mississippi 
ITTA BENA

A U.S. military plane used for

refuelling crashed into a

soybean field in rural

Mississippi, about 135 km

north of Jackson, killing at

least 16 people aboard in a

fiery wreck and spreading

debris for miles, officials said.

A witness said some bodies

were found more than a mile

from the crash site. AP

U.S. soldier arrested for
links with Islamic State
WASHINGTON

A U.S. Army sergeant

stationed in Hawaii after

serving in Iraq and

Afghanistan was charged on

Monday with attempting to

provide material support to

the Islamic State, including a

drone aircraft and combat

training instructions. Ikaika

Erik Kang is an air traffic

control specialist. REUTERS

The June 3, 2016, email sent
to Donald Trump Jr. could
hardly have been more expli-
cit: One of his father’s former
Russian business partners
had been contacted by a
senior Russian government
official and was offering to
provide the Trump cam-
paign with dirt on Hillary
Clinton.

“The documents “would
incriminate Hillary and her
dealings with Russia and
would be very useful to your
father”, read the email, writ-
ten by a trusted intermedi-
ary, who added, “This is ob-
viously very high level and
sensitive information but is
part of Russia and its govern-
ment’s support for Mr.
Trump.”

If the future President’s
elder son was surprised or
disturbed by the provenance
of the promised material —
or the notion that it was part
of an ongoing effort by the
Russian government to aid
his father’s campaign — he

gave no indication. 
He replied within

minutes: “If it’s what you say
I love it especially later in the
summer.” Four days later,
after a flurry of emails, the
intermediary wrote back,
proposing a meeting in New
York with a “Russian govern-
ment attorney”. 

Donald Trump Jr. agreed,
adding that he would likely
bring along “Paul Manafort
[campaign boss]” and “my

brother-in-law,” Jared Kush-
ner, now one of the Presid-
ent’s closest White House
advisers.

On June 9, the Russian
lawyer was sitting in the
younger Trump’s office on
the 25th floor of Trump
Tower, just one level below
the office of the future
President.

Over the last several days,
The New York Times has dis-
closed the existence of the

meeting, whom it involved
and what it was about. The
story has unfolded as The
Times has been able to con-
firm details of the meetings.

Russian help
But the email exchanges,
which were reviewed by The
Times, offer a detailed un-
spooling of how the meeting
with the Kremlin-connected
Russian lawyer, Natalia
Veselnitskaya, came about —
and just how eager Donald
Trump Jr. was to accept what
he was explicitly told was the
Russian government’s help.

The Justice Department,
as well as the House and Sen-
ate Intelligence Committees,
is examining whether any of
Mr. Trump’s associates col-
luded with the Russian gov-
ernment to disrupt last
year’s election. U.S. intelli-
gence agencies have determ-
ined that the Russian govern-
ment tried to sway the
election in favour of Mr.
Trump.

The precise nature of the
promised damaging informa-

tion about Ms. Clinton is un-
clear, and there is no evid-
ence to suggest that it was
related to Russian-govern-
ment computer hacking that
led to the release of thou-
sands of Democratic Na-
tional Committee emails. 

The backstory to the June
9 meeting involves an ec-
lectic cast of characters the
Trump family knew from its
business dealings in Moscow.

The initial email outreach
came from Rob Goldstone, a
British-born former tabloid
reporter and entertainment
publicist who first met the
future President when the
Trump Organization was at-
tempting to do business in
Russia. In the June 3 email,
Mr. Goldstone told Donald
Trump Jr. that he was writing
on behalf of a mutual friend,
one of Russia’s biggest pop
music stars, Emin Agalarov.
Emin, who professionally
uses his first name only, is
the son of Aras Agalarov, a
real estate tycoon sometimes
called the “Donald Trump of
Russia.”

Trump Jr. on Russian o�er: I love it 
An email sent by an intermediary said the Russian government supported his father’s campaign 

My enemy’s enemy: Trump Jr. was eager to accept what he
was explicitly told was the Russian government’s help. * AFP

The New york Times

Foreign students in the
United States may be re-
quired to reapply every year
for permission to stay in the
country, if a proposal under
consideration by the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) is implemen-
ted. The move will require
regulatory changes that
could take up to 18 months,
the Washington Post repor-
ted. 

Indians are the fastest
growing group among the
international student popu-
lation in the U.S. There are
1,66,000 students from In-
dia pursuing higher educa-
tion in the U.S. now, up
from about 1,00,000 two
years earlier. A large major-
ity of them pursue science,
technology, engineering and
math courses. Around 1.4
million international stu-
dents are currently present
in the U.S. 

Under current regula-
tions, international students
can stay in the U.S. as long
as they are enrolled for a
programme. Students who
enter the U.S on F-1 visas are
issued an entry document
with an end date that states
“duration of stay”, which is
theoretically open-ended.
They can stay as long as
they have a valid I-20 docu-
ment, which is issued by the
university, with all details
regarding the student’s pro-
gramme of study, financing,
etc. They can also move
from one programme to an-
other and from one institu-
tion to another, by a notific-
ation to the DHS, based on a
new I-20 document that the
institution issues.

But the new proposal, if
implemented, will make
their visa status time-bound,
the report said. The pro-
posed measures could in-
crease costs and paper work
for students and universit-
ies. A DHS spokesperson
told the Post that the pro-

posal is part of an ongoing
review of the immigration
policy to ensure that it “pro-
motes the national interest,
enhances national security
and public safety and en-
sures the integrity of our im-
migration system.” 

Aparna Dave, an immig-
ration attorney, said the pro-
posal could make the U.S. a
less attractive destination
for students from India.
“There are other countries
that offer opportunities with
much less administrative re-
quirement. The new pro-
posal will put a burden of
$200 on the students each
time they reapply, as service
charge, which is now a one-
time fees,” she said. 

Negative impact 
Ms. Dave said the measures
appear to be aimed at track-
ing the students closely, but
the real impact of it will be
in diminishing U.S. ability to
attract the best talent from
across the world. 

Rahul Choudaha, CEO,
DrEducation, a U.S.-based
research firm specialising in
international students, said
increased immigration scru-
tiny of international stu-
dents is misinformed. “In-
ternational students are
already highly tracked. They
not only have to go through
screening of university ad-
missions systems but also
rigorous visa application
and interview processes”.

U.S. may tighten rules
for foreign students 
Plans to change their visa status 
Varghese K. George

Washington 

The move will require
changes that could take up
to 18 months. * GETTY IMAGES

U.S. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson was in Qatar on
Tuesday on a mission to
break the deadlock
between the tiny, energy-
rich Gulf nation and four
Arab neighbours that is seri-
ously straining relations
among the American allies. 

The visit is Mr. Tillerson’s
second stop on a shuttle-
diplomacy circuit that is
also expected to take him to
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Tillerson
met Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad al-Thani, the Emir of
Qatar. 

The pair was joined by
Qatar’s Foreign Minister

Sheikh Mohammed bin Ha-
mad al-Thani. The two
countries signed an agree-
ment aimed at combating
the financing of terrorism. “

Intensive discussions
The agreement which we
both have signed on behalf
of our governments repres-
ents weeks of intensive dis-
cussions between experts
and reinvigorates the spirit
of the Riyadh summit,” Mr.
Tillerson said at a joint
news conference with
Sheikh Mohammed.

Mr. Tillerson’s arrival in
the Gulf coincided with the
release by CNN on Monday
of allegedly leaked agree-

ments between Qatar and
its neighbours. 

They include a handwrit-
ten 2013 deal between the
leaders of Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and Qatar to not in-
terfere directly or indirectly
in the internal affairs of fel-
low members of the Gulf
Cooperation Council. 

That agreement specific-
ally ruled out support for
the Muslim Brotherhood.
Qatar sees the Brotherhood
as a legitimate political
force and has for years hos-
ted its spiritual guide,
Sheikh Youssef al-Qaradawi.
That puts it squarely at
odds with Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Egypt. 

U.S. Secretary of State is hoping to help end the Gulf rift

Associated Press

Doha

Tillerson lands in Qatar

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has decided to
file a legal challenge in the
Supreme Court against a
damning report by the Joint
Investigation Team, which
accused him and his family
of concealing assets from tax
authorities. 

The Court is expected to
decide the fate of the Prime
Minister on July 17. The JIT
report, submitted in the
apex court on Monday, has
prompted huge uproar in
the country with Opposition
parties and media calling for
the Prime Minister’s resigna-
tion. The JIT has recommen-
ded the anti-corruption
body, National Accountabil-
ity Bureau, to file a corrup-
tion reference.

On Tuesday, Prime Minis-
ter Sharif consulted his legal
and political aides and de-
cided to challenge the JIT re-
port. “It has been decided to
file an appeal in the Su-

preme Court tomorrow to
challenge the JIT findings.
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
believes that the report is
conjecture and based on as-
sumptions,” a close aide of
the ruling PML(N) told The
Hindu.

‘No moral authority’
Meanwhile, Imran Khan,
who heads the Opposition
party Tehreek-e-Insaf, reiter-
ated his demand for the
resignation of the Prime
Minister, saying he has lost
moral authority to continue.

“Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif should step down im-
mediately and face the
charges. The JIT report is
very clear. It has established
that the ruling family has
proved to be corrupt. There
is no way the Prime Minister
can hold on to his post,” he
told reporters in Islamabad.

Media houses also called
for the Prime Minister to
step down. Dawn in its edit-
orial wrote that it does ap-
pear that the JIT has made a
number of damaging obser-
vations about the legitimacy
of the wealth of Prime Minis-
ter Sharif and his children. 

“The PML-N must be pre-
pared to do the right thing
for the sake of democracy.
Prime Minister Sharif ’s sup-
porters may rightly argue
that the PML-N’s majority in
parliament is because of Mr
Sharif, but the constitutional
position is clear: the PML-N
government can exist
without Mr Sharif,” the pa-
per said.

PM believes report is ‘conjecture & based on assumptions’ 

Mubashir Zaidi

Karachi 

Nawaz Sharif

Sharif to move top court
against probe team report

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif ’s daughter
Maryam Nawaz submit-
ted fake documents and
misled the Supreme
Court, the joint investig-
ation team has alleged.

The JIT sent what was
presented by Maryam as
“original documents” to
the Radley Forensic Doc-
ument Laboratory in
London for examination.
After the forensic exam-
ination, the laboratory’s
expert Robert W. Radley
stated that he identified
the type font used to
produce both as
‘Calibri’.

“However, Calibri was
not commercially avail-
able before 31st January
2007 and as such,
neither of the originals
of the certified declara-
tions is correctly dated
and happy to have been
created at some later
point in time,” the Ex-
press Tribune quoted Mr.
Radley as saying.

Wrong font
exposed
Maryam: JIT

Press Trust of India

Islamabad

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights told Reuters
on Tuesday that it had “con-
firmed information” that Is-
lamic State leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi has been killed.

The report came just days
after the Iraqi army recap-
tured the last sectors of the
northern Iraqi city of Mosul,
which Baghdadi’s forces over-
ran almost exactly three
years ago.

Russia’s Defence Ministry
said in June that it might have
killed Baghdadi when one of
its air strikes hit a gathering
of Islamic State commanders
on the outskirts of the Syrian
city of Raqqa. But Washing-

ton said it could not corrob-
orate the death and Western
and Iraqi officials have been
sceptical. Reuters could not
independently verify Bagh-
dadi’s death.

From the horse’s mouth
“[We have] confirmed in-
formation from leaders, in-
cluding one of the first rank
who is Syrian, in the Islamic
State in the eastern coun-
tryside of Deir al-Zor,” said
Rami Abdulrahman, the dir-
ector of the British-based war
monitoring group.

In Iraq, U.S. Army Colonel
Ryan Dillon, spokesman for
the U.S.-led coalition fighting
the IS, said he could not con-
firm the news.

Syrian monitor ‘con�rms’
Baghdadi’s death 
Reuters

Cairo/Beirut

It’s dusk. The shadows of
three men brandishing as-
sault rifles welcome the
reader to the Facebook page
of Lashkar-e-Islam, one of
65 organisations that are
banned in Pakistan, either
because of terrorist links or
as purveyors of sectarian
hate. 

Still more than 40 of
these groups operate and
flourish on social media
sites, communicating on
Facebook, Twitter, Whats-
App and Telegram, accord-
ing to a senior official with
Pakistan’s Federal Investiga-
tion Agency, or FIA. They
use them to recruit, raise
money and demand a rigid
Islamic system. It is also
where they incite the Sunni

faithful against the country’s
minority Shias and extol “ji-
had” in Kashmir and in
Afghanistan. 

“It’s like a party of the
banned groups online. They
are all on social media,” the
FIA official said. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan is
waging a cyber crackdown
on activists and journalists
who use social media to cri-
ticise the government, the
military or the intelligence
agencies. The FIA official
said the agency has interrog-
ated more than 70 activists
for postings considered crit-
ical. All but two have been
released and a third is still
under investigation, he said. 

Activists, journalists and
rights groups who monitor
Pakistan’s cyberspace say
the banned groups active on

social media operate unen-
cumbered because several
are patronised by the milit-
ary, its intelligence agen-
cies, radical religious
groups and politicians look-
ing for votes. 

Even the FIA official con-
cedes state support for
some of the banned groups.
“Everyone is protecting
their own terrorists..” 

Taliban on Facebook
On one Facebook page, the
Afghan Taliban flag wel-
comes viewers, its
masthead emblazoned with
Arabic script identifying the
page as belonging to the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afgh-
anistan. Still another Face-
book site features one of
India’s most wanted, Hafiz
Saeed, the founder of

Lashkar-e-Taiba, another
banned organisation. 

Saeedhas a $10 million
U.S.-imposed bounty on his
head. Yet his group is billed
as a charity and has several
Facebook pages. Currently
called Falah-e-Insaniat, the
group boasts of its com-
munity work, but its pages
feature anti-India videos. 

Facebook and Twitter
have said that they ban “ter-
rorist content”. In the
second half of last year,
Twitter said on its site it had
suspended 376,890 ac-
counts because they were
thought to promote terror-
ism. Facebook, meanwhile,
said in a blog last month it
uses artificial intelligence
and human reviewers to
find and remove “terrorist
content.” 

40 of the 65 outlawed groups use social media to recruit people & raise money 

Associated Press

Islamabad 

Out�ts banned in Pak. thrive online 
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1650.80. . . . . . . 22.70

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 372.70. . . . . . . . -2.25

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 255.15. . . . . . . . . 0.75

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1131.75. . . . . . . . . 4.00

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 699.95. . . . . . . . -9.45

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 506.80. . . . . . . . -3.15

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2792.75. . . . . . . 62.10

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 162.65. . . . . . . . -3.95

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395.45. . . . . . -10.25

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23857.75. . . . . . -32.25

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 678.30. . . . . . . 13.65

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 538.45. . . . . . -10.75

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254.50. . . . . . . . -4.30

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2691.25. . . . . . -34.95

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 28130.90. . . . . 199.60

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363.25. . . . . . . . -2.75

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 850.65. . . . . . . . . 1.00

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1642.75. . . . . . . . . 3.90

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1680.40. . . . . . . . . 4.05

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3748.30. . . . . . . 17.30

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.65. . . . . . . . . 4.85

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1106.45. . . . . . . 10.20

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1085.10. . . . . . . 15.65

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.65. . . . . . . . -1.80

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1560.70. . . . . . . . . 0.35

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 409.85. . . . . . . . -0.45

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 975.35. . . . . . . 18.30

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 387.50. . . . . . . . . 4.05

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 330.40. . . . . . . . -2.90

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 958.75. . . . . . . . -9.25

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1741.10. . . . . . . . . 8.95

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1139.95. . . . . . . . -8.90

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1390.15. . . . . . . 22.75

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7457.00. . . . . . . 26.55

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163.30. . . . . . . . . 3.25

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.25. . . . . . . . -2.15

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 211.95. . . . . . . . . 0.60

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1494.35. . . . . . . . . 1.50

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283.55. . . . . . . . -2.00

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 563.80. . . . . . . . . 0.10

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 456.95. . . . . . . 10.00

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 271.55. . . . . . . . . 3.40

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83.00. . . . . . . . -0.45

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556.85. . . . . . . . -2.50

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2475.80. . . . . . . 40.85

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 385.20. . . . . . . . . 1.10

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4151.25. . . . . . . 16.10

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257.60. . . . . . . . -3.10

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263.20. . . . . . . . -5.05

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1514.80. . . . . . . . . 1.90

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 506.45. . . . . . . . . 0.70

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 11

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.39. . . . . . . 64.71

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 73.37. . . . . . . 73.74

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.10. . . . . . . 83.52

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 56.31. . . . . . . 56.60

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.46. . . . . . . . . 9.52

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.48. . . . . . . 66.81

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.51. . . . . . . 46.75

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 49.85. . . . . . . 50.10

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.98. . . . . . . 15.07

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

July 11 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 38.60. . . . . (38.10)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,623. . . . . (2,644)

Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley on Tuesday said that
banks should divert loans to
self-help groups in order to
help generate employment
in the unorganised sector in
the country.

“People who look for
work in the unorganised
sector are much more than
those in the organised sec-
tor,” Mr. Jaitley said at the
36th Foundation Day of Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development.
“So, if the banking system,
through various schemes,
diverts loans to this sector,
there will be creation of
more jobs.” 

He said that although In-
dia had grown over the last
two-and-a-half decades, the
distribution of this develop-
ment has not been equit-
able. “In the last 2-2.5 dec-
ades, our growth has

increased,” he said. “When
the economy improves, in
the development, some
people are left behind. The
number of people left be-
hind is not small. More be-
nefit is received in cities,
businesses and [the] organ-
ised sector. The urban
slums, tribal areas, people
on the margins, they do not
receive much benefit.” 

It was keeping this in
mind that self-help groups
were devised 25 years ago,
so that those in the unor-
ganised sector could get
loans, he said.

‘Banks should give
more loans to SHGs’
Move to generate employment: Jaitley

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Arun Jaitley 

market watch

11-07-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,747 ddddddddddddddd0.10 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.59 ddddddddddddd-0.09

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 28,780 ddddddddddddddd0.00

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 47.27 ddddddddddddddd0.25

Liberty House, the industrial
group owned by Sanjeev
Gupta, is to acquire two Brit-
ish pipe mills owned by Tata
Steel, the second deal to be
reached by the company in
Britain in just over a week
after the group struck an
agreement to buy steel pro-
ducer Arrium in Australia.

The two mills, the 42- and
82- inch “longitudinal sub-
merged arc welded” pipe
mills, which produce heavy-
duty steel for the energy,
power and construction sec-
tors in Britain and beyond,
employ around 140 people.
Liberty House said that all
the jobs would be saved and
it anticipated further recruit-
ment in the future.

“It is anticipated that a
support package will help
Liberty to stabilise and grow
the business through up-
skilling the workforce and
developing new products,”

the company said, referring
to a regional incentive invest-
ment programme, that sup-
ports staff training, product
and development research.

‘Target oil & gas’
The company plans to use
steel from plate mills in Scot-
land acquired from Tata

Steel earlier this year for the
pipe mills, and that the
Hartlepool and Scunthorpe
mills, upgraded, could be to-
gether used to develop high-
specification piping for oil
and gas sector globally.

“These mills can be a sym-
bol of a new Britain, integ-
rated with the world eco-

nomy, exporting a
world-class product globally
once again. We aim to en-
gage with all customers of
the business locally and in-
ternationally to regain our
market share,” said Mr.
Gupta, whose group also ac-
quired merchant bar mills in
Scunthorpe from Caparo on
July 3. Liberty House has
spent more than £500 mil-
lion on acquisitions in Bri-
tain since the start of 2017, as
well as others across the
world, including the U.S. and
Australia, as part of a
strategy of acquiring strug-
gling businesses with poten-
tial and integrating them into
their end-to-end business.

Tata Steel said the sales
agreement was part of its
strategy of focusing on its
strip products supply chain
linked to Port Talbot (it is not
selling a neighbouring 20-
inch pipe mill as it forms
part of that supply chain).
“As a responsible seller, we

have worked long and hard
to find a sustainable future
for the 42- and 84-inch pipe
mills,” said Bimlendra Jha,
the CEO of Tata Steel U.K.
The union Unite, which rep-
resents many Tata Steel
workers, said it welcomed
the deal after “months of
uncertainty.”

‘Filling gaps’
In May, Mr. Gupta had told
this newspaper in an inter-
view that he was open to ac-
quiring Tata Steel’s remain-
ing U.K. assets, following the
acquisition of its speciality
steel operations and said
they would continue to look
for opportunities in Britain
to fill gaps in the product
supply chain.

On July 5, the GFG Alli-
ance, also owned by the
Gupta family, said it had
signed a binding agreement
with Arrium, the Australian
steel and mining business,
with about 5,500 employees.

Liberty buys Tata’s pipe mills in U.K.
Gupta’s �rm has spent more than £500 million on acquisitions in Britain since the start of 2017

Vidya Ram

LONDON

Steely deal: These mills can be a symbol of a new Britain,
integrated with the world economy, says Mr. Gupta. * REUTERS

Even if State Bank of India
has to take a hit on its bot-
tom line as a result of the
RBI’s directive on the 12 ac-
counts referred under the
insolvency code, it would be
‘bearable’, said a top official.

“We had already factored
in these accounts for this
year and the provisions now
required will be slightly
above what we had made,”
chairman Arundhati Bhat-
tacharya said. “It will not

make a big difference,” she
added. On the effect the as-
sociate banks’ merger may
have on SBI’s recruitment

plans, she said there might
be a minor impact. The
bank makes entry-level re-
cruitments of 6,000-7,000
bi-annually and this may be
slightly lower, she said. 

Ms. Bhattacharya said
that of the 70,000-odd staff
of associate banks, 15,000
were in excess, of whom
3,600 have taken VRS. An
additional outgo of about
₹22 crore may be needed on
account of retirement facilit-
ies for employees of associ-
ate banks, she said.

Have factored in these accounts for the year: Bhattacharya

Special Correspondent 

KOLKATA

Arundhati Bhattacharya 

Impact of IBC accounts on
bottom line small, says SBI

The Centre is concerned
about the minuscule number
of start-ups becoming eli-
gible for tax benefits under
the Startup India pro-
gramme, with just 39 start-
ups qualifying for such con-
cessions even 18 months
after the flagship initiative
was introduced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“Till March (2017), only
around 10 start-ups were
found eligible for tax bene-
fits,” a senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu. “In the
last three months, though,
this number has gone up to

39, we feel this is too low
given the programme’s high
ambitions.” 

With the norms specifying
that in order to obtain tax

benefits, a start-up should be
a private limited company or
a limited liability partner-
ship incorporated on or after
April 1, 2016, few companies
qualified for tax benefits in
the initial period as there
were not many corporate en-
tities incorporated on or
after that cut-off date.

Norms relaxed
The passage of time is mitig-
ating this problem with sev-
eral firms becoming eligible,
said the official, who did not
wish to be named. The re-
cent relaxation in norms that
include doing away with the
requirement of ‘letter of re-

commendation’ from an in-
cubator/industry association
for recognising a company as
a start-up or for tax benefits
will also help increase the
number of start-ups that will
qualify for tax benefits. 

With the changes in
norms, which include broad-
ening the scope of definition
of start-ups to include
‘scalability of business
model with potential of em-
ployment generation or
wealth creation,’ the Centre
has decided to reappraise all
rejected applications to give
all applicants a “fair chance,”
the official said. The aim is to
cross 100 by end September. 

Startup India’s slow pace worries Govt.
Only 39 start-ups have quali�ed for tax sops even 18 months after its introduction
ARUN S

New Delhi

Relook ahead: The Centre has
also decided to reappraise all
the rejected applications. 

In a spirit of cooperative fed-
eralism, 5 States and a
Union Territory (UT) on
Tuesday formally adopted
the Centre’s initiative called
the Government e-Market-
place (GeM) that aims to en-
sure that public procure-
ment of goods and services
in India worth more than ₹5
lakh crore annually is car-
ried out through the online
platform for transparency
and to eliminate corruption.

The States and the UT
that signed an MoU with the
Centre include Andhra Pra-
desh, Assam, Gujarat, Telan-
gana, Puducherry and Ar-
unachal Pradesh.

Four more, including Ut-
tar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Tamil Nadu and Haryana,
will ink such an MoU soon.
They would have done so on
Tuesday but for some tech-
nical issues, and more
states/UTs are likely to adopt
the GeM later, Commerce
Minister Nirmala Sithara-

man said.
This follows a call made

by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to all the Chief Minis-
ters in April to ensure that
priority is accorded to trans-
parency in public procure-
ment of goods and services.
Addressing the chief secret-
aries of states/UTs on
Monday, Mr. Modi had
talked about how the GeM

can enhance transparency,
efficiency and speed in pub-
lic procurement.

‘Cooperative federalism’
Speaking at the ‘National
Consultative Workshop on
GeM’, Ms. Sitharaman said,
“These states in the spirit of
cooperative federalism have
adopted GeM, similar to
what all the states, as ‘Team
India,’ did in the case of the
Goods and Services Tax re-
gime. By joining the GeM ini-
tiative, the states have sup-
ported transparency in
public procurement.”

Pointing out that procure-
ment of common use goods
and services required by
various Government (Cent-
ral and state government)
departments/organizations/
public sector units is estim-
ated to be over ₹5 lakh crore
annually, she said all efforts
were being made to
strengthen the GeM initiat-
ive to ensure that the tax
payers’ money is spent in a
transparent manner.

Platform aims to ensure transparency, curb corruption
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Common goods procurement
by govt. is about ₹5 lakh crore
annually, said Ms. Sitharaman.

5 States, a UT sign pact with
Centre on e-Marketplace

Printline Media, the ven-
ture founded by Shekhar
Gupta, on Tuesday an-
nounced the conclusion of
its first round of funding,
with its investors including
N.R. Narayana Murthy,
Ratan Tata, Nandan
Nilekani, the Uday Kotak
family, and Kiran Mazum-
dar Shaw.

Other investors include
Bangalore-based tech en-
trepreneur Rajiv C. Mody,
Paytm founder Vijay
Shekhar Sharma, LVMH
Asia Chairman Ravi
Thakran, IIFL founders
Nirmal Jain, R. Venkatra-
man, Karan Bhagat and
Yatin Shah.

“We at ThePrint are grat-
ified that people of such
eminence have backed this
idea,” said Mr. Gupta.

The venture will publish
ThePrint, a multimedia,
mostly digital news plat-
form, the company said in
a release. Pranab Dhal
Samanta would be its ed-
itor, it said.

Printline
Media closes
�rst round

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Temasek Holdings reported
a record portfolio value for
last year as rallying global
stocks helped rake in posit-
ive returns, but the Singa-
pore state investor also
nearly halved its new invest-
ments reflecting a cautious
approach to markets.

Temasek joined bigger
state fund GIC and Chinese
sovereign wealth fund China
Investment Corp. in flagging
intense competition from
global funds for deals,
which is pushing up valu-
ations and threatening to
drag down returns.

‘Cautiously positive’
“Looking ahead, we remain
cautiously positive on global
growth. But we are also cog-
nisant of risks in valuations,
liquidity and politics,” Mi-
chael Buchanan, Temasek’s
head of strategy, said at an
annual news conference on

Tuesday. 
Temasek’s assets rose 14%

to S$275 billion ($199 billion)
in the year ended March,
after falling 9% a year ago.
Its long-held investments in
financials, such as China
Construction Bank, DBS
Group and Standard
Chartered, paid off last year
as equity markets surged.

MSCI’s Asia shares ex-Ja-
pan index jumped about
15% last year. Temasek’s
one-year total shareholder
return swung to 13.4%, from
a negative 9% the prior year.

However, given “the valu-
ation consideration as well
as perhaps more competi-
tion for transactions, we re-
duced our pace of invest-

ments quite a fair bit,” said
Chia Song Hwee, joint head
of Temasek’s investment
group. Temasek invested
S$16 billion in the year that
just ended, versus S$30 bil-
lion in each of the past two
years, and divested S$18 bil-
lion — resulting in a net di-
vestment position for the
first time since the year to
March 2009.

Its investments are
mostly in equities and it is
the top investor in a third of
companies in Singapore’s
benchmark index. The city-
state and China represent
the largest share in Tem-
asek’s portfolio by underly-
ing exposure.

Under CEO Ho Ching, the
wife of Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
Temasek has expanded to
become a global investor. In
the last few years, it has
poured cash into sectors
such as technology, life sci-
ences and healthcare.

Singapore’s Temasek cuts new investment
State investor’s portfolio hit a record $199 bn last �scal amid heightened caution
Reuters

SINGAPORE

Sheltered stake: Temasek is the top investor in a third of
companies in Singapore’s benchmark index. * AFP
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IN BRIEF

Reliance extends Jio
o�er with ₹399 plan
MUMBAI

Reliance Jio has extended

its unlimited services by

three months with a ₹399

plan as the Reliance Jio

‘Dhan Dhana Dhan’ o�er for

₹309 comes to an end this

month. The telco’s earlier

plan, o�ering 84 GB data

for 84 days with a daily

usage limit of 1 GB, will

now o�er 56 GB data for 56

days with the same cap per

day. The ₹399 plan will

allow users to enjoy the

higher limits as earlier.

IndusInd net rises 
26% to ₹836.55 crore
MUMBAI

Mid-sized private sector

lender IndusInd Bank on

Tuesday reported a 26%

increase in the June quarter

net pro�t at ₹836.55 crore,

helped by a healthy rise in

the core interest income. Its

core net interest income

rose 31% to ₹1,774.06 crore

for the period, while non-

interest income grew 20%

to ₹1,167.26 crore helped

by a 25% rise in fee income

at ₹974.04 crore. Its total

provisions rose to ₹310

crore in the quarter from

₹230 crore a year earlier,

because of loan growth, the

bank said. PTI

As investors look for more
clarity on the proposed
merger of IDFC and Shriram
group, Rajiv Lall, MD & CEO
of IDFC Bank, speaks on a
range of issues. Excerpts:

How will the merger
help the bank?
■ IDFC Bank is gaining
access to over one crore
customers. There is a
synergy to have a separate
transport finance company.
Today, the sales person from
Shriram Transport Finance
Company [STFC] has a
strong relationship with his
customer. But he is,
however, constrained as he
can offer only lending
products. It only happened
recently that the RBI
regulation has become
flexible. There was a time
when the RBI did not allow
banks to distribute deposits
through a non-banking
finance company [NBFC].
So, I could not have a
strategic tie-up with an
NBFC to sell my savings
accounts to NBFC
customers. Now that has
changed. So, I can retain
STFC effectively as my
banking correspondent [BC]
so that it can systemically
cross-sell. So my deposits
can go to STFC customers.

So, Shriram Transport
can act as a BC and get
you deposits?
■ Yes. This was not possible
before, even when we
became a bank in 2015. This
happened only later, which
was a big breakthrough. This
was what allowed us to
acquire GV [Grama Vidiyal].
We are first in the market to
use this model, at scale. We
will do the same thing with
Shriram City Union Finance
[SCUF] and STFC.

Won’t SCUF be merged
with the bank?
■ It will be merged like GV.
All GV branches remain
subsidiary of IDFC, as a
dedicated BC. All their assets
and liabilities have come to
the bank. The same will
happen to SCUF. Most of
their branches will become
BC, and some IDFC Bank
branches.

So, the main game plan
for the merger is to get
deposits?
■ From the bank’s
perspective, it is two things.
One is to get retail assets so
that our immediate
profitability improves. And
second is to gain the
distribution reach and
customers through which
we can rapidly increase our
deposits.

So, is the strategy to
grow deposits
organically?
■ Yes, you could say that.
We are using our asset-led
model to acquire customers
profitably so that we can
also get liabilities rather than

attacking them separately
and incurring a huge cost of
acquiring a customer. .

You have said that only
one approval will be
required for the merger.
Can you elaborate?
■ All the mergers, whether
SCUF merging itself with the
bank, STFC becoming 100%
unlisted subsidiary of IDFC
Limited, the insurance
companies becoming a
subsidiary of IDFC Ltd. etc.
— all these will happen with
just one approval for a
composite scheme of
amalgamation. So you get
the approval once and then
you have the authorisation
to do all of the things at the
same time. 

What will Ajay Piramal’s
role be in the merged
entity?
■ He will just be a minority
shareholder complying with
all the requirements of RBI,
in terms of governance and
caps on ownership. That’s
his only role. Whenever
there are significant
minority shareholders, they
contribute in different ways.
But there is no question of —
he himself is very clear
about it — back-door entry
for a promoter to take
control of the bank. RBI will
just not allow it. And, Mr.

Piramal knows that.

Do you see Mr. Piramal
having a board seat at
IDFC Bank?
■ I will be guided entirely by
the RBI. My sense is that it is
unlikely.

Rajesh Laddha, the CFO
of Piramal Enterprises,
was recently named CEO
of Shriram Capital. What
will Mr. Laddha’s role be
in the merged entity?
■ I think he will play an
important role in helping to
execute this transaction. He
plays a key role in that
process. It is not only Mr.
Laddha but about all senior
executives, on what role they
will be playing.

What will happen to
branding of the bank and
other companies?
■ We will like all the
operating companies
rebranded as IDFC-Shriram.
It will be a very powerful
brand.

You have said that the
bank’s retail loan
portfolio will be 50% by
2018. Are you on course?
■ Yes, we are. We get
₹25,000 crore portfolio by
merging SCUF, our own
portfolio will grow to
₹15,000 crore. So, it is about
50% of the overall book of
₹80,000 crore.

But you have to get
deposits to match the
assets…
■ We are confident of
mobilising the deposits. We
will get retail fixed deposits,
if not savings because that
takes time. But our current
accounts are growing very
rapidly because of our
corporate relationships. We
have excess SLR and CRR.
We don’t have to worry.

‘No question of back-door entry
for a promoter to take control’
‘One objective is to get retail assets so that our immediate pro�tability improves’

Manojit Saha

MUMBAI

<> I can retain STFC

e�ectively as my

banking

correspondent so

it can cross-sell

INTERVIEW | RAJIV LALL

Fitness chain Talwalkars
Better Value Fitness has an-
nounced plans to foray into
South-East Asian countries
through a tie-up with Snap
Fitness Inc., one of the
largest gym chains having
operations in the U.S.,
Canada, Mexico, Australia,
New Zealand, England,
Egypt and India.

As part of the expansion,
Talwalkars will establish a
wholly owned subsidiary in
Singapore to be the exclus-
ive master franchise for
Snap Fitness in Singapore,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Thail-
and, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, according to
the company.

Franchise route
The investment and branch
expansion network is still
being worked out but the
first two gyms under the
Snap Fitness brand will be
operational in Singapore

and Kuala Lumpur, a top
Talwalkars’ executive said.

“Having expanded from
Mumbai to Maharashtra and
then across India and Sri
Lanka, we want to be a
global player,” said Prashant
Talwalkar, MD and CEO, Tal-
walkars. “Through the tie-
up with Snap Fitness, we
will be expanding into
South-East Asian markets.
We will have some com-
pany-owned outlets in key
cities and will take the fran-
chise route to expand.” 

Talwalkars runs gyms in
85 towns and cities in India
and Sri Lanka. Its first gym
was set up in Mumbai in
1932. The company now op-
erates several brands includ-
ing Talwalkars, Talwalkars
Hi Fi, Inshape and Power
World Gym brands in the
gym space and Zorba in the
yoga space. In 2016, the firm
went international, acquir-
ing 49.5% of Sri Lanka-based
Power World Gyms. This
brand is also being progress-
ively rolled out in India.

Singapore arm to be master franchise of global partner

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI

Shaping up: Snap Fitness founder Peter Taunton, left, and
Prashant Talwalkar outlining their plans. * PAUL NORONHA

Talwalkars to expand into 
SE Asia with Snap Fitness

Epson, a digital imaging and
printing solutions firm, has
moved to the top position in
the Indian inkjet printer
market, according to a
quarterly report released by
IDC, a market intelligence
firm. For the first time,
Epson has overtaken HP as
the market leader in the
inkjet printer space in terms
of unit share.

Epson captured 42.9% of
the inkjet market by volume
in the first quarter of this
financial year, rising from
41.9% in the preceding

quarter. The market share of
HP is 39.4% (42% in Q4 2016-
17). The value of Epson’s
market share rose to 51.8%,
while the share of HP has
declined to 34.8%.

Demand from small and
medium firms in smaller cit-
ies and home consumers
has driven the growth of
InkTank printer shipments
in the first quarter of this
year, according to the re-
port. “A continuous focus
on creating customer value
has helped Epson gain huge
market acceptance,” said
Samba Moorthy, VP (Sales &
Marketing), Epson India.

Epson pips HP in India
inkjet printers: IDC

Firm’s Q1 volume share rose to 42.9% 

k.t. jagannathan

CHENNAI

Singapore Airlines (SIA)
veteran Lesli Thng will be
the new CEO of Vistara, ef-
fective October, replacing
current chief Phee Teik
Yeoh, who has piloted the
Tata-SIA venture full-ser-
vice airline since inception. 

Mr. Yeoh will return to
SIA to take up a senior ap-
pointment, the airline said
in a statement on Tuesday. 

Mr. Thng was the chief
commercial officer for
SIA’s subsidiary Budget Avi-
ation Holdings.

The unit owns low-cost
airlines Scoot and TigerAir,
which will be merged un-
der the Scoot brand name
this month.

Vistara picks
Thng as CEO
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Tata Motors expands
range of cargo vehicles
NEW DELHI

Tata Motors on Tuesday said

it is expanding portfolio of

its small commercial cargo

vehicles under the Ace

brand with the addition of

three new products priced

between ₹3.08 lakh and

₹4.78 (ex-showroom

Mumbai). It is introducing

‘XL series’ in its Ace Mega,

Ace Zip and Ace range,

offering 15% longer loading

deck as compared with the

standard versions,

according to a company

statement. PTI
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SPORT

Treat the ballkids well,
players told
LONDON

The players came under fire
for their treatment of
ballkids after Rafael Nadal
was derided for handing a
drinks lid to one youngster to
deposit in a bin right beside
him. Earlier in the
tournament, French player
Adrian Mannarino was fined
$9,000 for shoulder-barging
a ballkid. On Monday, Nadal
faced the music for asking a
ballkid to drop a lid into the
courtside litter bin which was
right next to his chair. “Ah
seriously.. Nadal, the bin is
right beside you... put your
own litter into it,” tweeted a
viewer. AFP

IN BRIEF

Rybarikova prefers to see
men on Centre Court
LONDON

Magdalena Rybarikova
fuelled a Wimbledon
scheduling sexism row by
admitting she prefers to see
men monopolise Centre
Court. Rybarikova broke
ranks with fellow
quarterfinalists Venus
Williams and Jelena
Ostapenko, as well as former
three-time winner Chris
Evert, by insisting she was
happy to get shunted off to
the outside courts if it meant
the likes of Roger Federer,
Andy Murray, Rafal Nadal and
Novak Djokovic got the
showpiece arenas. “I enjoy
watching men’s tennis more.”
AFP

Cricket: Women’s World Cup,
India vs Australia, STAR
Sports 1 & HD1, 2.30 p.m. 
Wimbledon: SS Select 2 & 2
HD, 4 p.m.; SS Select 1 & 1
HD, 5.30 p.m.
Hockey: FIH World League
Semifinals, STAR Sports 2 &
HD 2, 3.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. 

TV PICKS

It was supposed to be a Spe-
cial General Body Meeting of
the BCCI to decide on the
way forward in implement-
ing the Supreme Court-
ordered Lodha reforms.

The SGM, convened by
acting-president C.K.
Khanna, was rendered in-
valid after four State associ-
ations, led by Tamil Nadu,
objected to the process. It
was a technicality that could
have been overlooked but
wasn’t.

“The earliest an SGM can
be convened is by the order
of the president, with 10
days’ notice. But considering
the fact that this is a matter
which relates to the SC
judgement delivered last
year on July 18, and that the
next date of hearing is July
14, in these circumstances,
the acting-president of the
BCCI thought it fit to dis-

pense with the notice period
and expected that the mem-
bers would condone it.

Not the first time
“This is not the first time.
The last time it happened
was on December 25, 2002,
and there have been more in
the past. “However, since
the condoning was not un-
animous, we will have a

properly-convened meeting
now. But 19 full members
and seven others were
present today,” acting-sec-
retary Amitabh Choudhary
explained.

The SGM would have
voted on the recommenda-
tions of the Special Commit-
tee constituted to study the
SC reform orders.

Interestingly, Khanna
himself was absent from the
meeting, having sent out
mails postponing it because
of the aforesaid objections.

Choudhary was evasive
when asked if the SGM could
have been official had the
Board’s acting-president
been present to convene it. 

“The technicality is that if
a meeting is convened, then
the quorum for any GBM is
10 full members and we had
19 present. 

“As to why the president
was not present, I have no
idea,” he quipped.

BCCI’s Special General
Meeting rendered invalid
Objection from four State bodies results in the situation
Uthra Ganesan

New Delhi

C.K. Khanna.
* FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

On a wet day, when uninter-
rupted play was possible
only under the retractable
roof of the Centre Court, it
was Novak Djokovic and Ad-
rian Mannarino who kicked
off proceedings on Tuesday,
essentially reserved for the
women’s singles
quarterfinals.

Their match on Court No.
1 on Monday was postponed
as the mesmerising contest
between the unheralded and

astonish-
ingly com-
posed Gilles
Muller and
the ever-
hungry Ra-
fael Nadal
took almost

five hours before the latter
went down 13-15 in the final
set.

Anything that followed
that match, the best so far
this Wimbledon, was likely
to be something of an anti-
climax, but the Djokovic-
Mannarino encounter —
which saw both suffering
from injuries, annoyed by
the deteriorating surface on
Centre Court, and smarting
from having to sit out on
Monday — was well below
par.

Mannarino was nursing an
injury, kept rubbing his hip
and lower back area, particu-
larly after rallies where he
was forced to stretch wide or
high. 

There was a period during
the first set when there was
speculation that he may
choose to retire. 

As for Djokovic, his
shoulder injury, which resul-
ted in a medical timeout,
could be a concern going for-
ward, even if he made light
of it as something he has
been “dragging back and
forth for a while”. The addi-
tion of a headache did noth-
ing to improve the Serb’s
mood.

Upset with surface
He kept picking tufts of grass
off the court in a manner
that showed he was very up-
set about the state of the sur-

face — which seemed to play
on his mind right through
the match. Later, he claimed
that there was a hole in the
court near one of the
baselines, which he said he
had shown the umpire. 

The 6-2, 7-6(5), 6-4 sco-
reline may suggest that
Djokovic had a facile victory,
but he was frustrated, among
other things, by his own lack
of consistency, including on
the serve. 

The Serb broke early in all
three sets, but made as many
as 22 unforced rally errors on
his way to victory, allowing
Mannarino — who was com-
bating his own inner demons
— a sniff of a chance in the
second set, which went into
a tie-breaker.

That neither player dom-
inated on serve during the
match was illustrated by the
tie-breaker, the first five
points of which were mini-
breaks. Eventually, it was

Djokovic who prevailed 7-5 in
a tie-breaker marked by un-
usual caution, finishing up
with a rare ace, one of only
four in the match.

Djokovic is next placed to
play Tomas Berdych, who is
no pushover, and it will be
interesting to see how he
deals with his own injury
and the wounded court sur-
face that both Andy Murray
and he have been vocal
about.

Next on Centre Court, the
Venus Williams and Jelena
Ostapenko contest seemed
full of promise. 

Doubts about whether the
37-year-old Williams would
cope with the sturdy 20-year-
old’s firepower quickly evap-
orated with the American
running away with the first
three games and never look-
ing as if she would lose in the
two-set match (6-3, 7-5).

The victory was forged
through a mix of clever ag-

gression and crafty defence.
Williams was very strong on
serve (eight aces), which
never seemed under real
threat. 

Defensive play
At the same time, she crafted
points by playing defensively
and encouraging Ostapenko
to make mistakes, which she
did frequently by overcook-
ing her strokes from the
baseline. 

The Latvian, whose mon-
strous forehand was on
threatening display, struck 16
baseline winners against Wil-
liams’ two. 

But unlike her older rival,
there are few layers in Os-
tapenko’s game, which is
characterised by one ap-
proach: unbridled
aggression.

While Ostapenko showed
us why she won the French
Open and why her style of
tennis is like a breath of fresh

air, this was not enough
today. 

It was Williams who craf-
ted the points, turned de-
fensive positions into offens-
ive ones, and showed us that
impetuousness is no substi-
tute for strategic calculation.

Djokovic survives injury scare
The Serb will meet Berdych next; Venus eases past Ostapenko to reach the semi�nals 
Mukund Padmanabhan

London

Pulling through: Novak Djokovic looked increasingly uncomfortable with his shoulder during the fourth-round match against
Adrian Mannarino, but eventually served out the match. * AFP

Men: Fourth round: 2-Novak
Djokovic (Srb) bt Adrian Man-
narino (Fra) 6-2, 7-6(5), 6-4.

Women: Quarterfinals: 14-Gar-
bine Muguruza (Esp) bt 7-Svet-
lana Kuznetsova (Rus) 6-3, 6-4;
10-Venus Williams (USA) bt 13-
Jelena Ostapenko (Lat) 6-3,
7-5; Johanna Konta bt 2-Simona
Halep (Rou) 6-7(2), 7-6(5), 6-4;
Magdalena Rybarikova (Svk) bt
24-Coco Vandeweghe (USA)
6-3, 6-3. 

Girls: Second round: 15-Zeel
Desai (Ind) bt Marta Paigina
(Rus) 5-7, 1-0 retd.; 3-Claire Liu
(USA) bt Mahak Jain (Ind) 6-2,
6-1.

THE RESULTS

Deandra Dottin scored a
quickfire unbeaten 104
(76b, 12x4, 3x6) and added
91 runs for the fourth
wicket with Stafanie Taylor
(90, 107b, 11x4, 1x6) as
West Indies beat Pakistan
by 19 runs on D-L method
in their Women’s World
Cup match on Tuesday.

Batting first, West Indies
made 285 for four in 50
overs. In reply, Pakistan
made 117 for three in 24
overs. Nahida Khan (40)
and Javeria Khan (58 not
out) came good, but their
efforts were not enough to
take their team past the fin-
ish line.

The scores: West Indies 285
for four in 50 overs (Stafanie
Taylor 90, Chidean Nation 35,
Deandra Dottin 104 n.o.) bt
Pakistan 117 for three in 24
overs (Nahida Khan 40,
Javeria Khan 58 n.o.). West
Indies won by 19 runs on D-L
method (Revised target: 137 in
24 overs).

Dottin and
Taylor star
in WI’s win
SPORTS BUREAU

LEICESTERAfter days of speculation and
a few false starts, Ravi
Shastri was on Tuesday night
named as the next head
coach of the Indian cricket
team.

Hours after BCCI acting-
secretary Amitabh Choud-
hary insisted that there was
no decision yet but it was ex-
pected by the end of the day,
Shastri, who has been in
charge of the team twice be-
fore for various tenures, was
given charge this time of
guiding the Virat Kohli-led
side for the next three years
— till the 2019 World Cup.

“Besides Shastri as the
head coach, Zaheer Khan
will be joining the team as its
new bowling consultant.
Rahul Dravid, who is the
coach of the India-A and In-
dia Under-19 sides, will assist
the senior team as batting
consultant but only during
overseas Test tours,” Choud-
hary confirmed to The

Hindu.

However, it was not clear

whether the decision was fi-
nalised after consultation
with Kohli — as the Cricket
Advisory Committee, con-
sisting of Sachin Tendulkar,
Sourav Ganguly and V.V.S.
Laxman had wished — or
without it.

Frontrunner

Shastri had been a frontrun-
ner for the post ever since he
officially applied for the job.
Considered close to Kohli
and enjoying a good relation-

ship with the captain in his
previous stint, the former In-
dia batsman was among the
six candidates interviewed
for the job. 

Virender Sehwag and Tom
Moody were the other big
names in the fray. 

Shastri had also previ-
ously coached the Indian
side for a one-off away series
against Bangladesh in 2007.
He was the team director
from 2014-2016, including
the World T20 in 2016.

Shastri’s name had been
unofficially mentioned in
certain reports earlier in the
day but Choudhary had re-
futed all those as completely
untrue, only to confirm the
news by the end of the day.

Shastri con�rmed as head coach
Will be in charge of the Indian team till the 2019 World Cup
Uthra Ganesan

New Delhi

Ravi Shastri. Zaheer Khan. Rahul Dravid.
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B Zaheer Khan will be the
new bowling consultant 

B Rahul Dravid named batting
consultant for overseas
Test series
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Rafael Nadal must have real-
ised it wasn’t going to be his
day at Wimbledon when he
bashed his head against a
door frame performing a
warm-up leap in the bowels
of Court One as he prepared
to face Gilles Muller on
Monday.

Almost five hours later,
the great Spaniard was nurs-
ing a weighty dose of hurt
pride as yet another Wimble-
don campaign slipped away
from him. 

His dramatic 6-3, 6-4, 3-6,
4-6, 15-13 fourth-round de-
feat against Luxembourg’s
16th seed Muller was his fifth
exit before the quarterfinals
in his last five visits to the All
England Club.

Despite his disappoint-
ment the 31-year-old insisted

he would be back in 2018.
“I never said I am not go-

ing to come back. 
“I want to come back be-

cause I want to play more
times in the Centre Court,”
said Nadal.

Nadal feels he owes his
fans a successful last hurrah
at a tournament where he
has also been runner-up on
three occasions. 

“Great feeling. Great at-
mosphere. I put everything

on the court. 
“I played with all my pas-

sion. The crowd normally
appreciate that,” said the
2008 and 2010 champion.

“Sorry for the crowd that
were supporting me.”

Nadal vows to return despite fresh headache
Agence France-Presse

London

Gripping action: In a classic duel that spanned four hours and 47 minutes and 66 games, 16th
seed Gilles Muller of Luxembourg, right, conquered Rafael Nadal in the fourth round. * CLIVE

BRUNSKILL/GETTY IMAGES & REUTERS

It’s as traditional at
Wimbledon as the all-white
playing gear rule and just as
rigid — beat Rafael Nadal, lose
the next round. 

That’s the dilemma facing
Gilles Muller who will go into
his maiden quarterfinal at the
All England Club hoping to
avoid the fate of the last four
men to have shocked Nadal at
the tournament.

Lukas Rosol in 2012, Steve
Darcis in 2013, Nick Kyrgios in
the following year and Dustin
Brown two years ago all
defied the odds to knock out
the great Spaniard.

However, they were all
then unceremoniously
dumped out in the next
round.

Rosol was ranked 100
when he made his Wimbledon
debut five years ago. The
Czech had lost in the first
round of qualifying in all of
the previous five years.

Stunning display
However, in a stunning display
of big-hitting and with a
barely-concealed desire to get
under the skin of Nadal, Rosol
claimed a 6-7, 6-4, 6-4, 2-6,
6-4 second round win.

In the third round, he was
shunted out to Court 12 where
he went down tamely to
experienced German Philipp
Kohlschreiber 6-2, 6-3, 7-6.

Darcis was ranked 135 when
he knocked out Nadal 7-6,
7-6, 6-4 in the first round in
2013. A shoulder injury then
forced him to withdraw from

the tournament handing
Lukasz Kubot a walkover into
the last-32. Twelve months
later, Nadal fell to 19-year-old
Australian Nick Kyrgios in the
fourth round.

Ranked 144, Kyrgios
romped to a 7-6, 5-7, 7-6, 6-3
victory on his Centre Court
debut. His moment in the
spotlight too was short-lived
as 24 hours later, he lost in
four sets to Milos Raonic in
the quarterfinals.

Nadal was on the wrong
end of yet another shock in
2015, a a 7-5, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4
loss to German Dustin Brown,
the World No. 102.

Brown was also unable to
maintain the winning
momentum, losing in the third
round to Serbia’s Viktor Troicki
in four sets.

Defeat Rafa at your own peril
Agence France-Presse

London

Murray slams ‘unfair’
Wimbledon
LONDON

Andy Murray slammed the
“unfair” Wimbledon
scheduling as top women
players were shunted onto
the outside courts on ‘Manic
Monday’ — while the big four
of men’s tennis took centre-
stage. The World No. 1 joined
Venus Williams in calling for
earlier starts to allow two
men’s and two women’s
matches on the Centre Court
and Court One. “I don’t think
anyone’s suggesting it is fair.
I’m not suggesting that it is,”
Murray said. AFP

A wonderful contest was
brought to an awkward and
sad end when a piercing
scream during a match-point
rally from someone in the
crowd led Simona Halep to
stop playing, handing
Britain’s Johanna Konta a
passage to the women’s
semifinals with a 6-7(2),
7-6(5), 6-4 win.

The contentious end
denied Konta the celebration
she deserved, after having
come back to take a closely-
fought second set and
growing from strength to
strength in the third, which
she dominated. 

Halep misses out
If Konta notched up a

record, becoming the first
British woman to reach a
Wimbledon singles semifinal
since Virginia Wade in 1978,
Halep missed an
achievement — winning the
match would have made her
World No. 1. 

It was Halep who drew

first blood with an early
break in the first set, but
Konta clawed her way back
to level, taking the set to a
tie-breaker during which a
missed volley gave Halep a
lead she built on to win 7-2.

The next set was evenly
fought going on serve to 6-6
and the tie-breaker saw
Halep up a mini-break and
just two points away from a
win. 

But just when it seemed
that it may be all over for
Konta, she turned up the
heat and reeled off the next
three points, the last with a
fine backhand. 

From there on, there was
no looking back and Konta
began dictating most of the
baseline rallies in the third
set to the delight of the
packed and partisan
audience. She kept her head
but her body language
suggested a growing belief
she could win.

Win she did, but not in
the manner she or most of
those in the audience would
have liked.

No stopping Konta 
Mukund PadmanAbhan

London
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12056 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The discussion between Parikshit and Sage Suka in the
Bhagavata Purana on how the force of sin can be expiated by
ritualistic karma also known as prayaschitta karma brings to
the fore many interesting issues in this regard, pointed out
Sri Kesava Dikshitar in a discourse.

Parikshit wonders about the efficacy of such expiatory
karmas since people continue to commit the same sins in
spite of themselves. The analogy of the elephant that throws
up mud on itself even after it has been washed and bathed is
quoted to show how it is difficult to eradicate habits that are
ingrained in each one. Suka says that ignorance is the source
of all karma including acts of expiation. Expiation can cer-
tainly wash off the effects of a particular karma but not the
tendency to commit the acts again as long as one remains ig-
norant of one’s self. 

By practising austerities, cultivating virtues such as kind-
ness, truth and compassion, and engaging in disciplines like
meditation and worship, a man of righteousness and faith
can overcome even great sins committed by thought word
and deed. 

The comparison of a forest fire that can easily destroy all
the reeds in a trice is pertinent here since it also implies that
the vasanas are not eradicated in toto just as the roots of
reeds can sprout again with the advent of rains. 

So Suka refers to the more appropriate illustration of the
sun that removes the mist totally without any trace to show
that the practice of devotion to the Lord as most efficacious
in uprooting evil tendencies. 

Krishna’s advice also focuses on the urgent need for each
one to unravel the mystery surrounding one’s existence.
This exercise alone can lead to an understanding of the pur-
pose of one’s life and of what is eternal and permanent and
turn one’s mind to remain devoted to God at all times. 

FAITH

Uprooting sins 3 English politician's mistake

disheartened the leader (7)

4 Finally, the disaster destroyed

a section of Manhattan (4,4)

6 Recall Greek god set as

password (7)

7 Very old play (5)

8 Channel's producer read to

lead and to �ght (3-3,3)

9 Corridor meant to protect the

building (4)

14 Actor is �ying to California

and to a place in Central

America (5,4)

16 Clean and tidy crate for a

place where food is served

(6,3)

17 Clip used in certain dress (8)

19 French one �ghting in a cage

in the end becomes

unconscious (7)

21 Rat gets inside a bag, falls (7)

23 Where displaying affection/

hugging is a mistake (5)

24 Hero's libido largely

suppressed (4)

26 One who gets money, power

and yes, fame ultimately (5)

13 Male star leaving Los Angeles

to join old musician (7)

14 State officer and his men

having a party (8)

15 Old guru �rst to bring about

this tree (6)

18 Instrument is somewhat

rusty/lustreless (6)

20 Intelligent fellow with team's

backing brought about as a

temporary solution (5,3)

22 A girl I hang out with, an Asian

(7)

25 Dad's upset about the

composition/collage (5-2)

27 Below the components of

mainframe (5)

28 Kind of government formed by

rich guys only — every odd

aristocrat basically (9

29 Everything covered the day

before this exam (1,5)

30 Try out extremely rare vehicle

(8)

■ DOWN

1 Country at sea, upset with

decree (5)

2 Topic revealed by friend

visually (9)

(set by Vulcan)

■ ACROSS

1 Barred cryptic, end up with one

(8)

5 During the time that the new

leader is in town (6)

10 Article with piece of advice

about a course (9)

11 Small store that's fashionable

(5)

12 Her cues exposing cheats (7)
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WBO review rules
Horn winner
SYDNEY 

Jeff Horn’s shock

welterweight title victory

over Manny Pacquiao was

confirmed on Tuesday after a

scoring review by the WBO

declared him the clear

winner. The WBO took a close

look at the fight after

Pacquiao criticised the

referee and the judges and

demanded a review. The WBO

set up a panel of judges who

were asked to watch the bout

without sound and determine

who won each round. The

results tabulated showed

Pacquiao won five rounds

while Horn won seven. AFP

IN BRIEF

Hertha signs 
Klinsmann Junior
BERLIN

The Klinsmann name made a

return to the German football

league on Tuesday as Hertha

Berlin signed the son of

former United States coach

and Germany striker Jurgen

Klinsmann. Jonathan

Klinsmann, 20, the

goalkeeper with the US

under-20s team, has been

given an undisclosed contract

after two weeks on trial with

the Bundesliga club. Hertha

plans to make Klinsmann

junior its third-choice

goalkeeper, behind Norway’s

Rune Jarstein and ex-Bayern

Munich shotstopper Thomas

Kraft. AFP

Everton is no retirement
home, says Rooney 
LONDON

Wayne Rooney says Everton

is ‘not a retirement home’

after making an emotional

return to Goodison Park.

Rooney rejoined his boyhood

club on Sunday after 13 years

at Manchester United. “I’m

not coming into a retirement

home,” said Rooney at his

unveiling to the press on

Monday. “I want to play, win

and be successful. I feel

good. I’m not fit at the

moment but that will build

up in the next few weeks. I’m

excited. I think it’s the right

time and I’m ready for it.” AFP

Neel Joshi claims
under-15 squash title
COLOGNE 

Neel Joshi won the under-15

title in the prestigious

Cologne Junior Cup squash

tournament which concluded

here on Monday. The

Maharashtra boy defeated the

top seed Marek Panacek of

Czech republic 9-11, 11-3,

11-6, 11-3.

With its four-match un-
beaten streak brought to a
halt, India will be keen to
bounce back and take a step
towards securing a semi-
finals spot when it takes on
Australia in the ICC Women’s
World Cup here on
Wednesday.

India was on a dream run
beating England, West In-
dies, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
before South Africa dis-
turbed its momentum with a
massive win.

Similarly Australia’s un-
beaten run was stopped by
England in the previous
game and it would also look
to get back to winning ways.

Neither of the teams have
yet qualified for the semi-
finals but Australia is in a bet-
ter position by virtue of a
strong net run-rate. The Aus-
sies lost to England by just
three runs, while India was
defeated by a huge margin.

In the previous game
against South Africa, India
had a great chance of sealing
a semifinal berth but now it
has its task cut out in the re-
maining round robin games
against two strong teams in
Australia and New Zealand.

India’s record against Aus-
tralia is not great with eight
wins in 41 completed
matches, but skipper Mithali
Raj’s 89 set up a five-wicket
win the last time the teams
met.

They would expect the
likes of in-form Smriti Mand-

hana, Punam Raut and Har-
manpreet Kaur, besides
Deepti and Mithali to fire in
unison against the
Australians.

For Australia, this game is
a return to Bristol where
England sneaked a three-run
win and skipper Meg Lan-

ning said they would have to
bounce back quickly and put
on a strong performance.

“Against England was not
our best performance with
the ball but hopefully we can
learn from that pretty
quickly and come back for
India,” said Lanning.

India will be keen to bounce back
Mithali’s team had defeated Australia in their last meeting

Press Trust of India

Bristol

Key player: Skipper Mithali Raj, who failed against South Africa, will be eager to make amends against Australia.
* RICHARD HEATHCOTE/ GETTY IMAGES

WORLD CUP
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Wednesday’s matches

O India vs Australia

O South Africa vs Sri

Lanka

O England vs New Zealand

All matches at 3 p.m. IST
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Moeen Ali may have taken
10 wickets in England’s first
Test win over South Africa at
Lord’s, but the best way for
him to continue to be suc-
cessful as a bowler is to
think of himself as a
batsman.

That was the somewhat
convoluted position out-
lined by England coach Tre-
vor Bayliss, who stressed
neither he nor the all-
rounder himself were think-
ing of the Worcestershire
man as a frontline spinner.

Moeen starred with both
bat and ball as England
launched Joe Root’s reign as
captain with a commanding
211-run victory in the series
opener against South Africa,
the win achieved with more
than a day to spare.

During the match, Moeen

became the second-quickest
England player after Tony
Greig to complete the all-
rounder’s double of 2,000
runs and 100 wickets in Test
cricket.

His match-figures of 10 for
112 allied to a first-innings 87
also helped him move above
Ben Stokes into fourth place
in the ICC’s list of leading
Test all-rounders. 

And yet Bayliss believes it
will help “complex charac-
ter” Moeen if left-armer
Liam Dawson is regarded as
England’s leading spinner
should it retain the same
side for Friday’s second Test
of a four-match series at
Trent Bridge.

“We’ll stick with one spin-
ner and one batter that
bowls a little... and that’s im-
portant for Mo more than
anything,” said Bayliss.

Of course, England won’t

care a bit how it or Moeen
views himself if he keeps on
taking wickets following his
Test-best six for 53 at Lord’s
on Sunday that was key to
South Africa’s collapse to 119
all out in the second innings.

Pressure off

“If he goes into the match as
a batter and the second spin-
ner, as we saw in this, is
probably more so for Mo’s
benefit, to take a little bit of
that pressure off him,” ad-
ded Bayliss.

“Liam admitted himself
that he was very nervous in
the first innings, first Test
match at home, first Test at
Lord’s,” said Bayliss. “But I
thought he showed the char-
acter we know he has to
come back and bowl better
in the second innings — and
bowl in a good partnership
with Mo.”

‘A batter who bowls’

Core strength: England coach Trevor Bayliss says he regards Moeen Ali as a batsman 
who can chip in with the ball too. * REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

London

Karun Nair has vowed to
earn his place back in the
Test team with a strong
show on his maiden trip to
South Africa with India-A
team, later this month.

“I will have to respect the
decision of the team man-
agement and the selectors,”
Karun told ESPN-Cricinfo.

“That’s the way it goes,
and I am just focusing on
South Africa now... looking
forward to it. It is going to
be a new experience for me,
I have never been to South
Africa, so I’m trying to just
prepare myself and do well
there,” he said.

Karun said he could have
done more with the oppor-
tunities he got. 

“If I look back, I got a
couple of starts which, I
feel, I could have made into
substantial scores. Those
two starts I got were sup-
posed to be converted, but,
you know, that’s how it goes
for a batsman; sometimes
you get starts and you are
not able to convert them,”
he said.

“I don’t think there’s any
point talking about it right
now. I am just looking for-
ward to the season coming
up and try to do better.

“Honestly, I was fortu-
nate enough to get to play in

the XI. So I was very happy,
learning new things from
everyone around and play-
ing Test cricket. I was really
enjoying myself and not
thinking too much about it.
But the competition is very
high and it’s healthy
competition.

About the South Africa
tour, Karun said, “It will be a
new experience to go to
South Africa for the first
time, to experience those
conditions and see how it is
to play cricket there. It is a
stepping stone to do well
and get myself back into the
Test team. Even looking at it
that way, I am looking for-
ward and just trying to be
positive.” 

Karun focused on 
South Africa tour
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Karun Nair.
* FILE PHOTO V.V. KRISHNAN

Dozens of groundsmen at Sri

Lanka’s Hambantota cricket

stadium have complained that

they were ordered to give

back their uniforms before be-

ing paid — even though they

were wearing them at the

time.

Sri Lanka’s cricket board

was forced to apologise after

social media reports that

some workers had to leave

the ground in their underwear

at the end of the fifth ODI

between Sri Lanka and Zimb-

abwe. “Whilst stern action will

be taken against those re-

sponsible, Sri Lanka Cricket

wishes to apologise to those

subjected to this ignominy,

and will take steps to ensure

they are compensated,” the

board said in a statement

made available to the media.

The workers had been told

that they would not be paid

until they returned the uni-

forms provided by the Board.

Lanka board apologises 
to groundsmen
Agence France-Presse

Colombo

Arjuna awardee and one of
India’s most reputed pad-
dlers, Kamlesh Mehta, is
stoked about the inaugural
edition of the Ultimate Table
Tennis League. 

“The league concept has
been spreading across India
in the last four-five years,
but I wish there was a table
tennis league earlier. How-
ever, somebody had to take
the initiative, and Vita Dani
encouraged me to start such
a league,” said Mehta, 57,
now the director of 11Even
Sports. 

“We explored the idea in
August 2014 and held discus-
sions with the Table Tennis
Federation of India. In 2015,
we started working towards
the formulation of UTT.”

When asked if commer-
cialisation of this sort was
necessary to provide a fillip
to the sport in India, Mehta

said, “In terms of popular-
ising the sport, yes. I’m con-
fident that UTT will make
not only the game more
popular, but the players as
well.”

Commenting on the
global scene, Mehta said:
“We have a greater presence
[in the TT circuit] now and
are seen as a strong nation.
Players like Sharath Kamal,
Soumyajit Ghosh and

Harmeet Desai have played
well abroad. The youngsters
and women are also putting
up good results. The TTFI is
also contributing by organ-
ising a lot of international
tournaments in India.”

He said the game has
evolved a lot since his play-
ing days. “I’ll confidently say
that this is the only sport
that has evolved so much.
Right from the scoring pat-
tern, to the game pattern, to
the size of the ball, to the
racquets and the techniques,
everything has undergone a
drastic change.” he said.

Mehta said he hopes the
league works as a stimulus
for youngsters to perform
well at the national level and
participate in the editions to
follow. 

“I want the game to go to
the next level and look for-
ward to many exciting
matches in UTT,” concluded
Mehta.

‘It’ll help popularise the sport and the players’

Shyam Vasudevan

Chennai

Kamlesh Mehta.
* PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Mehta excited about UTT 

Karman Kaur Thandi sub-
dued sixth seed Tara
Moore 6-3, 7-6(5) in the first
round of the $25,000 ITF
women’s tennis tourna-
ment here on Tuesday.
The results: 
$25,000 ITF men, Shenzhen:
First round: Vishnu Vardhan
bt Wang Chukang (Chn) 6-4,
6-4. 
Doubles: Francis Casey Alcan-
tara (Phi) & Karunuday Singh
bt Li Zhao-Tai & Wang Aox-
iong (Chn) 6-2, 6-1.
$25,000 ITF women, Nai-
man: First round: Karman
Kaur Thandi bt Tara Moore
(GBr) 6-3, 7-6(5). 
$15,000 ITF women, Hua
Hin: First round: Dhruthi
Venugopal bt Mai Napatt
Nirundorn (Tha) 6-0, 6-3; An-
gelina Gabueva (Rus) bt Nidhi
Chilumula 6-4, 6-2.

Karman
stuns Moore
Sports Bureau

Naiman (China)

Silverstone will not host
the British Grand Prix after
2019 unless the circuit’s
owners get a better finan-
cial deal from Formula One
owners.

The British Racing
Drivers’ Club (BRDC) —
which owns Silverstone —
announced it was trigger-
ing a break clause in its 17-
year contract unless a re-
vised agreement can be
reached with F1 owner
Liberty Media.

British GP:
Silverstone
may pull out
Agence France-Presse

London

SPORT
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Just when his life appeared
to be in tatters with the
death of his father,
Govindan Lakshmanan
found a helping hand. 

S. Loganathan, a club
coach who had seen him
running in school, thought
the youngster looked
promising.

He took Lakshmanan,
who was around 15 then, to
his home in Pudukkottai and
brought him up as his own
son.

“I call him appa (dad), I
stayed there for more than
10 years, even now
whenever I go to Pudukkot-
tai, I stay there,” said Laksh-
manan, the lone double gold
medallist at the Asian athlet-
ics championships in
Bhubaneswar recently, in a
chat with The Hindu.

“And L. Suriya (Logan-
athan’s daughter) is my little
sister,” said the 27-year-old,
the son of a farmer from
Sokkurani village in Pu-
dukkottai, Tamil Nadu, who
now trains at the Army
Sports Institute in Pune.

Lakshmanan and Suriya
began running with around
60 youngsters at Pudukkot-
tai’s Kavinadi Sports Club,
where Loganathan coached.
With the youngster showing
promise, the club president
P.V.R. Sekharan began sup-
porting him too.

All the effort bore fruit,
for Lakshmanan went on to
create history, becoming the
country’s first athlete to win
a 5000-10,000m double at
the Asian meet, while Suriya
was fourth in both events in
the women’s section.

Missed Rio by 12 seconds
Two years ago, though he
won the 10,000m silver and
5000m bronze, the Wuhan
Asian meet turned out to be
a bit of a disappointment as
Lakshmanan missed the Rio

Olympics qualification
standard by 12 seconds while
clocking a personal best
13:36.62s in the shorter
event.

Two tickets
This time, though the tim-
ings were a lot slower
(14:54.48 in 5000 and
29:55.87 in 10,000), Laksh-
manan got two tickets to the
London Worlds since Asian
champions get an automatic
berth to the Worlds.

Lakshmanan appears to
have made the most of the
absence of Bahrain, and its
strong distance runners, at
the Asian championships.

The Worlds begin on Au-
gust 4, and Lakshmanan was
realistic about his chances.

“I know I can’t think of a
medal or anything of that
sort, but I will be doing both
the events in London. 

“I am excited that I will be
running with greats like Bri-
tain’s Olympic and World
champion Mo Farah who
will be figuring in his last
Worlds. 

“And Kenenisa Bekele
(the Ethiopian World record
holder in 5000 & 10,000m)
is my all-time favourite... I
watch videos of their run-
ning a lot,” revealed
Lakshmanan.

“I want to do a good time
at the Worlds, the 5000m is
my strong event and I want
to break Bahadur Prasad’s
National record (13:29.70s,
Birmingham, 1992). I hope
to bring it down to 13:15s one
day.

Other target
“The other target is to break
my coach Surendra Singh’s
long-standing 10,000m Na-
tional record (28:02.89s at
Vigo, Spain, 2008).”

With the Odisha CM
Naveen Patnaik presenting
₹10 lakh to every gold medal-
list at the Asian champion-
ships, Lakshmanan returned
a rich man from
Bhubaneswar. Now, with
two sparkling gold medals in
his bag, he will be fully mo-
tivated to return with fast
times from London. 

‘Dad’ who changed
Lakshmanan’s life 
The runner is realistic about his chances at the Worlds 

Twin targets: G. Lakshmanan says he wants to record a good
timing at the Worlds and is focused on rewriting the National
marks in the 5000 and 10000m. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

Stan Rayan 

Kochi
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B Lakshmanan appears to
have made the most of the
absence of Bahrain’s strong
distance runners at the
Asian athletics meet

B He created history,
becoming the country’s
�rst athlete to win a 5000-
10,000m double
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Panchanan Barman, father
of heptathlete Swapna Bar-
man who won gold at the
Asian Athletics Chamion-
ships, has been bedridden
ever since she was a child.

But adversity has not
killed his dream. He wants
his daughter Swapna, the
promising athlete from
Jalpaiguri in north Bengal, to
conquer the world.

“We could never provide
her the nutritious food a
sportswoman requires. I
hope she becomes a World
champion someday,” Pan-
chanan says in a voice
choked with emotion.

The sole breadwinner of
the family, Panchanan was a
rickshaw-puller, but a stroke
several years ago left him
bedridden.

Swapna, now 20, has seen
her father confined to bed
ever since she was a child.

“We never imagined our
daughter would go this far,”
Swapna’s mother Basana
said, tears rolling down her
cheeks.

Mother’s hope
“She is good at studies and
sports.... I hope she goes fur-
ther.... I hope she gets a job,”
saiys Basana, who used to
work at a tea estate but now
does odd jobs to run the
family.

Basana used to take
Swapna to a club for practice
on her cycle.

Swapna has two brothers
and a sister, all of them older.

Her brother Atish says, he
was overjoyed at Swapna’s
triumph and burst crackers
in celebration.

Swapna had collapsed just
after crossing the 800m race,
the last of the seven events of
the heptathlon, during the
championship on July 9, and
required medical attention.

She finished fourth in that
event but still clinched the
gold as she had already taken
an unbeatable lead.

Till her higher secondary
examination in 2014, Swapna
studied in Kaliaganj Ut-
tameshwar High School.

Teacher’s pride
The school’s games teacher
Bishwajit Majumdar is over-
joyed at her success.

“Since 2006 I was her
games teacher. The school is
proud of her. I hope she wins
an Olympic gold,” Majumdar
said.

Swapna now stays at the
SAI camp in Kolkata. 

Swapna — living her father’s dream
Panchanan Barman has been bedridden ever since she was a child 

Press Trust of India

Jalpaiguri

Swapna Barman.
* BISWARANJAN ROUT

German Marcel Kittel
claimed his fourth victory in
this year’s Tour de France
when he powered to an im-
pressive Stage 10 win in a
bunch sprint on Tuesday.

His compatriot John De-
genkolb was second and
Dutchman Dylan Groenewe-
gen took third place.

Britain’s Chris Froome
finished safe in the bunch to
retain the overall leader’s
yellow jersey.

Elie Gesbert jumped away
at the start. He was accom-
panied by fellow Frenchman
Yoann Offredo (Wanty-
Groupe Gobert). The sprint-
ers’ teams, however, had
them on a tight leash.

None could match Kittel’s
power as the Quick-Step
Floors rider beat Degenkolb
by more than a bike length.

Chris Froome �nishes safe in a bunch to retain the yellow jersey 

Reuters

BERGERAC (France)

Picturesque: The peloton during stage 10, a 178km stage from Perigueux to Bergerac, of the
Tour de France. * BRYN LENNON/GETTY IMAGES 

Kittel continues to impress 

TOUR DE FRANCE

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) agreed on
Tuesday to award the 2024
and 2028 Games at the
same time, effectively guar-
anteeing that Paris and Los
Angeles will be the hosts.

Bach lobbied for a
double hosting plan, which
won unanimous approval
at a meeting here on Tues-
day. The IOC now has a
two-month window to ne-
gotiate with Paris and Los
Angeles over which city
will go first.

IOC agrees
on Paris, LA 
Agence France Presse

Lausanne

Cricket South Africa (CSA)
banned former Proteas fast
bowler Lonwabo Tsotsobe
for eight years on Tuesday
over match fixing in a 2015
T20 Challenge Series.

CSA confirmed in a
statement Tsotsobe, 33,
had admitted to contraven-
ing the anti-corruption
code and “has been
banned for eight years”.

Tsotsobe initially denied
involvement in the fixing.

The ban prohibits him
from involvement in any
aspect of the sport locally
and internationally. 

Tsotsobe
banned for
eight years
Agence France-Presse

Johannesburg

Colombian international
James Rodriguez has
joined Bayern Munich on a
two-year loan from Real
Madrid, the Bundesliga
club announced on
Tuesday.

The two clubs have
agreed on a two-year deal
until June 30, 2019, with
the option for Bayern to
buy the 25-year-old
midfielder.

Bayern signs
Rodriguez
Agencies 

Munich
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