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Social activists and women
rights organisations on
Wednesday demanded the
removal of a photo caption
in a Haryana government
magazine that described
the veil (ghoonghat) as the
“identity of the State.”

Reacting to the contro-
versy, Haryana Health and
Sports Minister Anil Vij
said the magazine was not
propagating the ghoonghat
but only portraying a tradi-
tion that is practised in
many parts of the State.

“We do not propagate or
force anyone to wear a
ghoonghat,” he said,
adding that he would have
to look into the matter and
the context in which the
photograph was published.

But women’s groups
came down heavily on the
government. Shakuntla
Jakhar, State president of
the All-India Janwadi
Mahila Smiti, said: “We
strongly condemn the pic-
ture and caption published
in the magazine, which at-
tempts to glorify the
ghoonghat. The BJP govern-
ment should immediately
remove it and tender an
apology.”

Remove veil
photo, say
women’s
groups
Special Correspondent
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The Narendra Modi govern-
ment on Wednesday took
the first step towards divest-
ing its stake in ailing national
carrier Air India, with an ‘in-
principle’ approval from the
Cabinet and the formation of
a ministerial group under
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
to work out the fine print for
the airline’s strategic sale. 

Sixty-four years after the
airline was nationalised and
over a decade after the previ-
ous NDA government put a
proposed sale of Air India in
cold storage, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Af-
fairs gave its nod for its disin-

vestment, Mr. Jaitley said. Air
India has been posting losses
for more than a decade. 

A Group of Ministers has
been formed to “guide the

process” of disinvestment in
Air India and five of its subsi-
diaries. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi would finalise
the names of other members

in the group, which would
report back to the Cabinet
with a framework for the
sale. 

The Cabinet also ap-

proved hikes in allowances
for Central government staff
based on modified recom-
mendations of the Seventh
Pay Commission. With re-
gard to defence forces, Mr.
Jaitley said ration allowances
would be credited to their
accounts. As for the Siachen
allowance, he said level 9
and above would get ₹42,500
against ₹31,500 recommen-
ded by the pay panel. For
level 8 and below, it would
be ₹30,000 against ₹21,000
recommended by the panel.

(With inputs from PTI)

Govt. to shed stake in loss-making AI 
Ministerial group under Arun Jaitley to work out the ine print for the airline’s strategic sale

Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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Spotted in time: One of the two snow leopard cubs that strayed into Shadimarg in Pulwama
district of J&K on Wednesday. Both were rescued by wildlife oicials. * NISSAR AHMAD
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As fresh as snow 

Refuting the Chinese con-
tention that it was construct-
ing a road at the India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction in
an “indisputable” part of its
territory, Bhutan has said it
has conveyed to the Chinese
government that this is not
the case.

In an indication that the
trigger for the current stan-
doff between India and
China at Sikkim — which has
led to Beijing closing the
Nathu La route for Mansaro-

var yatris — possibly arose
from Bhutan’s concerns, the
Ambassador of the Royal
Bhutanese Embassy in
Delhi, Major-General Vetsop
Namgyal, told The Hindu

that the road construction
by the Chinese Army was
“progressing towards” a
camp of the Royal Bhutan
Army at Zom Pelri.

“Bhutan has conveyed
that the road construction
by the PLA is not in keeping
with the agreements
between China and Bhutan
[over boundary resolution],”
Ambassador Namgyal said. 

Thimphu’s concerns may have led to border standof 

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

PLA constructing road in disputed
territory at tri-junction, says Bhutan
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Holding placards such as
“No place for Islamophobia”
and “Shed hate, not blood,”
scores of people gathered at
Jantar Mantar on Wednes-
day to protest against rising
cases of mob violence in the
name of "protecting" the
cow and nationalism.

The multi-city protests, a
result of a ‘Not in My Name’
campaign launched by film-
maker Saba Dewan on Face-
book, came in the backdrop
of the recent killings of Jun-
aid Khan in Ballabgarh and
Pehlu Khan in Alwar. 

While Junaid was al-
legedly called a “beef eater”
and stabbed to death, Pehlu
was killed allegedly by cow
vigilantes.

Besides Delhi, the
protests were held in Mum-
bai, Lucknow, Bengaluru,
London, Toronto and Kara-
chi, among others. 

Delhi Deputy Chief Minis-

ter Manish Sisodia, senior
Aam Aadmi Party leaders
Dilip Pandey, Sanjay Singh,
Ashutosh and Atishi Mar-
lena, senior CPI leader D.
Raja, social activist Kavita
Krishnan, and social activist
Swami Agnivesh also joined
the protest.

“The government’s si-
lence on all these cases is a
design to kill the ethos of
democracy. The govern-
ment can choose to be silent
but the citizens will not re-
main silent anymore,” said
Mr. Ashutosh.

The participants were
from all walks of life: house-
wives, students, politicians,
activists and journalists. The
families of Junaid and Pehlu
were also present. 

Twenty-two-year-old Mo-
hammad Asaruddin, Jun-
aid’s cousin, read out a
poem “From Junaid in
Heaven to His Mother”.

Shed hate, not blood,
say protesters
Thousands cry for peace, harmony

Soumya Pillai 

New Delhi

Loud and clear: Protesters at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on
Wednesday. * SANDEEP SAXENA

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12

In an emotional letter to
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in
February, former
Bangladesh President
Hussain Muhammad Ershad
claimed that his family’s
ancestral property in Cooch
Behar district (where two of
his cousins and their
families still live) is being
encroached upon.

Gen. Ershad’s letter had
asked for the CM’s help in
stopping the illegal
construction of a temple on
an open field in the

property, which is in Ward
Number 6 of the district’s
Dinhata subdivision. He had
written that his relatives had
filed a police complaint but
felt helpless. 

Ms. Banerjee did not

reply, Gen. Ershad said in a
recent phone call with The
Hindu. “But I have a feeling
that she has communicated
the matter to the [local]
authority, because no one is
disturbing my family now. I
think the work [on the
temple] is also suspended.”

However, one of his
nephews, Zakeria Hussain,
said that they are still under
threat. “Influential people of
the area want to acquire the
land, which is about 70
decimal [30,000 square
feet]. These people are
operating through a local
boys’ club and earlier

offered a small amount to
vacate the land; we did not
accept and are still receiving
indirect threats.” Mr.
Hussain, an advocate,
alleged that the intention of
the club members was to
develop a residential
complex. 

A police complaint has
been lodged, but the
Superintendent of Police,
Cooch Behar, refused to
comment. Members of the
club could not be reached.

Seventy years after he left
it, the former President is
still attached to his
birthplace. 
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Plea for help from across the border
Ershad seeks Mamata’s help to protect ancestral property in West Bengal

Gen. Ershad’s ancestral 
land in Cooch Behar district.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Suvojit Bagchi 

Kolkata

Farmers’ rally from
Mandsaur on July 6
BHOPAL

Thousands of farmers are

expected to take out a rally

from Mandsaur district of M.

P. on July 6 to mark one

month of the police iring

that killed ive farmers. 

NATION � PAGE 8
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Hundreds of tourists and de-
votees going for Sindhu Dar-
shan got stuck on the Na-
tional Highway between
Manali and Leh following
heavy landslides on Tuesday
night. 

There was a long queue of
vehicles at Zingzingbar due
to the landslips and the
people were forced to spend
the night in their vehicles.

About 200 metres of the
road was washed away near
Patseu, 70 km from Keylong,
the district headquarters of
Lahaul-Spiti.

Teams of the Border
Roads Organisation and the
district administration have
been pressed into service to
restore the damaged por-
tions of the road, said Lalit
Mahant, the police post in-
charge in Keylong.

People coming from Leh

to Keylong and Manali were
left stranded at a couple of
places and the tourists and
devotees who were ap-
proaching Leh from Kullu-
Manali and Keylong were
told not to proceed. 

The police said the high-
way remained out of bounds
for vehicular traffic for over
18 hours.

It was partially opened in
the evening for a few light
vehicles to pass. But it was

again closed after landslips
occurred again at a number
of places. 

School roof collapses
Meanwhile, the roof of a gov-
ernment middle school at
Samloti in Kangra collapsed
after a heavy downpour on
Wednesday. 

No casualties were repor-
ted as the school was closed
for summer vacations when
the roof caved in. 

Landslides block Manali-Leh
highway, hundreds stranded
200m road washed away near Keylong; people spend night in their vehicles

Staff Correspondent

SHIMLA

Rajasthan’s model of invest-
igation into the foetus sex se-
lection tests and foeticide
has been adopted by Uttar
Pradesh, which has
launched an “informer

scheme” and started the pro-
cess for establishment of a
special cell to deal with these
crimes. A team from Ra-
jasthan’s pre-conception and
pre-natal diagnostic tech-
niques (PCPNDT) cell re-
cently helped in a decoy op-

eration to unearth a foetus
test racket in Bulandshahr.
The accused are in jail after
being denied bail. 

State PCPNDT Project Dir-
ector Raghuveer Singh said
UP officials came to study
“save the daughter” model.

UP sets up cell for sex determination cases
Special Correspondent

Jaipur

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or ad-
vertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

DELHI Timings

Thursday, June 29

RISE 05:27 SET 19:23

RISE 10:47 SET 23:38

Friday, June 30

RISE 05:27 SET 19:23

RISE 11:45 SET 00:00

Saturday, July 01

RISE 05:27 SET 19:23

RISE 12:39 SET 00:14

A farmer died after he
came in contact with a live
electricity cable in the
Taarganj area here, the po-
lice said on Wednesday.

“Suresh Kumar was re-
turning home with some
grass late last evening,
when he came in contact
with an electricity cable.
This resulted in his death
on the spot,” Aonla SDM
MP Singh said.

Man killed
after contact
with live wire 

Press Trust of India

Bareilly
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Behera to return as
Kerala police chief
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Loknath Behera will succeed

T.P. Senkumar as Kerala

police chief on Friday and

begin his second innings in

the top post. The Cabinet on

Wednesday cleared the way

for Mr. Behera’s comeback. 

IN BRIEF

A day ahead of the
Karnataka High Court hear-
ing, the Congress on Wed-
nesday distanced itself from
the Legislative Assembly’s
resolution on imprisoning
the editors of two Kannada
tabloids. AICC general sec-
retary in-charge of
Karnataka, K.C. Venugopal,
asked Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah to take suitable action
for withdrawal of the As-
sembly resolution. 

On Speaker K.B. Koliwad’s
action of moving such a res-
olution, Mr. Venugopal said
the Chief Minister should
hold discussions with the
Speaker in this regard.

Speaking to reporters
here, Mr. Venugopal said the
Congress was against harass-
ing journalists and stood for
freedom of speech. The res-

olution was based on the re-
commendation of a Commit-
tee on Privileges, for
publishing alleged “defamat-
ory and false” articles
against three MLAs.

A couple of days ago, Mr.

Siddaramaiah reportedly
asked the police to defer the
arrest of the two editors. 

He did so after the Editors
Guild of India strongly disap-
proved of the Speaker’s de-
cision. Meanwhile, the

Home Department on Wed-
nesday submitted an action-
taken report on the issue to
the Assembly Secretariat fol-
lowing the Speaker’s direc-
tion. 

‘Cannot disclose details’
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Subhash Chandra,
DG-IGP R.K. Dutta, and
Bengaluru city Police Com-
missioner Praveen Sood met
Assembly Secretary (in-
charge) S. Murthy and ex-
plained the steps taken to ex-
ecute the orders. 

Mr. Murthy refused to di-
vulge details and said, “the
report would be forwarded
to the Speaker. 

The Assembly passed the
resolution against Ravi Bel-
agere, editor of Hai Ban-
galore, and Anil Raj, editor
and publisher of Yelahanka
Voice, for breach of privilege. 

Congress wants resolution
on journalists withdrawn
Party says it is committed to free speech, asks CM to hold talks with Speaker

Brewing storm: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah reportedly asked
the police to defer the arrest of the journalists. * FILE PHOTO

Special Correspondent 

BENGALURU

The Kerala Crime Branch
on Wednesday interviewed
an acquaintance of the
23-year-old law student,
suspected of having
slashed the genitals of a
54-year-old self-styled
godman, a regular visitor
to her house since she was
a child.

The woman initially
described it as an ‘act of
self-defence against sexual
assault’.

The acquaintance of the
woman, Ayyappa Das, had
been to her house an hour
before the crime was
reported early on May 21.
The agency recorded his
statement and let him off.

Blames police
The woman has since
retracted her statement in
public and blamed the

police for forcing her to
wrongfully portray the
accused, Hari alias
Gangeshananda, as her
‘sexual aggressor’. Instead,
she blamed Mr. Das for
‘instigating’ the crime for
his ‘unknown’ ends.

Financial links
Investigators said Mr. Das
had been in contact with
the woman for long. He
also had financial links
with the godman. 

As of now, investigators
said, the Crime Branch had
no case that the woman
had attempted to murder
the godman. 

They were essentially
investigating a case of
repeated rape since the
complainant was a child,
hence the application of
the Protection of Children
From Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

Godman case: victim’s
friend questioned

He had been to woman’s house on May 21

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

The villagers of
Thanedarpally are worried
about the Kondapochamma
reservoir, which falls under
Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao’s con-
stituency. 

Government officials at
Siddipet informed them that
the government had already
decided to acquire the land,
and they would be paid com-
pensation under the newly
passed Land Acquisition
Act-2016 (Telangana
Amendment).

The villagers fear that the
compensation paid would
be far less compared to the
market value of the land. “I
have 15 acres of land and in

the past, I refused to sell my
land for the offer price of ₹18
lakh per acre. We do not
know how much the govern-
ment will offer. The road
side land at Pamulaparthy is
being sold at ₹50 lakh per
acre,” said Nanabolu Ranga
Reddy, a farmer from the
neighbouring Mamidyala vil-
lage. This village has about
2,100 acre of farm land, and
a notification was issued for
about 1,700 acres for land
acquisition.

“During the tenure of the
late Chief Minister Y.S. Ra-
jasekhar Reddy, we were in-
formed that a reservoir with
a capacity of 1.5 tmcft would
come up. After the Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi came
to power and redesigning

took place, speculation was
ripe about an increase in the
capacity. No one is confirm-
ing or denying it,” said B.
Veeresham Goud, another
farmer.

Submits memorandum
The villagers said they met
Collector P. Venkataram
Reddy and submitted a
memorandum stating that
they were not ready to sell
their land but the officials
made it clear to them that
their lands would be ac-
quired as per law. 

“We cannot get even one
acre land outside after
selling three acres of land in
our village to the govern-
ment,” said Tanner Lingam,
another farmer.

Farmers refuse land for reservoir
Telangana villagers fear compensation ofered may be less

R. Avadhani 

THANEDARPALLY

3D films are passe as Virtual
Reality (VR) is taking over
the screens. Though in a nas-
cent stage in India, three VR
films made by Bengaluru-
based film-maker Sairam
Sagiraju, touted to be one of
the pioneers in the space,
were screened at the ongo-
ing London Indian Film Fest-
ival (LIFF) on June 24 and 25.
VR films offer the viewer a
360 degree immersive exper-
ience of the space.

Seen through VR head-
sets, and streamed through
mobile phones and other
devices, VR films are shot us-
ing a cluster of six to 20 cam-
eras, and these shots are
later stitched to a single nar-

rative to give a 360 degree
perspective. 

Mr. Sagiraju, a writer and
director who shot to fame for
making the music video of
‘Winds of Samsara’, a
Grammy Award winning al-
bum, ventured into VR film-
making in late 2015 when he

founded MirakiVR, a Mum-
bai based start-up with two
others. 

The three films screened
at LIFF were a short fiction
Shower with me? (3 minutes
30 seconds), a claustro-
phobic experience of a per-
son trapped in a shower with

supernatural elements; a
non-fiction ode to Mumbai —
Mumbai Summer (3 minutes
20 seconds); and a trailer for
the Radhika Apte starrer film
Phobia (2 minutes 30
seconds). 

“The response to the film
Shower with Me was excep-
tional that many viewers
were heard screaming with a
strong urge to take off the
headsets, unable to com-
plete the film. As VR puts the
viewer in the space of the
frame, the impact of the
visual narrative is ex-
traordinary,” Mr. Sagiraju
told The Hindu. 

Speaking about the chal-
lenges of making VR films in
India, Mr. Sagiraju said they
were two-fold: distribution

of films and evolving a gram-
mar of storytelling in VR.
“The visual storytelling
grammar for 2D films has
evolved over several decades
— like a cut between two
shots. But in an immersive
experience of VR, you can’t
have such cuts. With these
films we have tried evolving
a grammar for VR films,
holding the attention of the
viewer and guiding him to
the action in the space,” he
said.

But distribution, he said,
is the bigger task. “The VR
headsets are available at
non-prohibitive prices. But
the viewing experience of VR
films should be curated care-
fully, which includes a re-
volving chair,” he said.

Bengalurean’s VR ilm screened at London ilm fest 
Virtual Reality ilms ofer the viewer a 360 degree immersive experience of the space

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj

Bengaluru

Sairam Sagiraju at the London Indian Film Festival.

The Karnataka govern-
ment, on Thursday, de-
cided to hike fees for
private medical and dental
colleges by 10% for the
next two academic years.
This means for the next
academic year (2018-19),
incoming students will see
10% hike on the already in-
creased fees. This will con-
tinue for the 2019-20 aca-
demic year, said Medical
Education Minister Sharan-
prakash R. Patil.

He said these changes
would be applicable for
seats under both govern-
ment and institutional
quotas. With this hike, the
fees for medical education
in a private college under
government quota stands
at ₹77,000 a year, while
that for a seat under the in-
stitutional quota is ₹6.32
lakh. There would be no
hike in fees for medical and
dental seats in government
colleges, he said. 

Karnataka
hikes fees for
medical seats
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

Police grill Dileep,
Nadirshah for nine hours
KOCHI

The case of abduction and

sexual assault of a female

actor in Kochi took a dramatic

turn on Wednesday with the

police subjecting actor Dileep

and his film-maker friend

Nadirshah to marathon

questioning to collect their

statements on the purported

conspiracy behind the

episode. A police team grilled

the duo at the Aluva Police

Club here for nine hours from

12.30 p.m. 
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BJP slams Mulayam for
defending Prajapati 
LUCKNOW

The BJP on Wednesday

attacked Samajwadi Party

patron Mulayam Singh for

defending his close aide

Gayatri Prajapati and advised

the SP patriarch to chant

“Gayatri Mantra” instead of

supporting the jailed rape

accused. Mulayam’s defence

of Gayatri reflected his

“anti-woman” stance, the BJP

said. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Country’s biggest fresh
water aquarium opened
RANCHI

Jharkhand Chief Minister

Raghubar Das on Wednesday

inaugurated the country’s

biggest fresh water aquarium

here. Mr. Das said that

hundreds of varieties of fish

and several rare species have

been kept at the aquarium,

which had been named

“Ranchi Machchli Ghar”, for

the people to see and would

surely encourage tourism in

the State. PTI

Five killed by lightning 
in MP’s Dindori district 
DINDORI

Lightning strike killed a

woman and four girls at

Bharothi village in Dindori

district of Madhya Pradesh on

Wednesday. The victims were

identified as Maheshwari

Paraste (26), her daughter

Sharda (9), Punam Barmai

(13), Sushma Uladi (13) and

Nan Bai Marko (14). PTI 

Truckers’ unions in
Punjab go on strike 
CHANDIGARH

As many as 93,000 truckers

in Punjab, owing allegiance to

different unions, on

Wednesday went observed a

day-long strike protesting the

Amarinder Singh

government’s decision to

dissolve all the 134 truck

unions in the State. Four lakh

families in the State earn their

livelihood through truck

business. PTI 

Thousands of farmers are ex-
pected to take out a rally on
vehicles from Mandsaur dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh on
July 6 to mark one month of
the police firing that killed
five farmers.

Hardik may participate
Nearly 200 farmers’ organ-
isations, under the banner of
the Akhil Bharatiya Kisan
Sangharsh Samanvay Samiti
(ABKSSS), have planned the
rally, which is expected to be
attended by Patidar leader
Hardik Patel.

“The rally will be purely
on vehicles (cars, buses etc).
It is expected to cover five
districts of western Madhya
Pradesh -- Ratlam, Ujjain, In-
dore, Dewas and Barwani,”
said former Madhya Pradesh
MLA Paras Sakhlecha, a

member of the ABKSSS.
The rally will then enter

Maharashtra and go on to
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana, before
culminating in a protest in
New Delhi on July 18.

Varun Patel, media con-

vener and core committee
member of the Patidar
Anamat Andolan Samiti
(PAAS), said: “We are going
to be in Mandsaur on July 6.
On two earlier occasions, the
district administration re-
fused to give us permission

to visit the family members
of the farmers who were
killed in the firing. They have
not given permission to
Hardik to enter the district
this time too.”

The five farmers who died
in the firing were from the
Patidar community.

Section 144 lifted
Meanwhile, the Mandsaur
police said they have lifted
Section 144 in the area,
which was imposed after the
farmers’ protest turned viol-
ent. “There is no restriction
now to conduct a rally,”
Mandsaur Superintendent of
Police Manoj Kumar Singh
said.

After the police firing in
Mandsaur and the sub-
sequent farmers’ unrest,
many States, including Ma-
harashtra and Punjab, an-
nounced waiver of farm
loans.

Madhya Pradesh has not
announced any such meas-
ure, instead choosing to buy
surplus onions and pulses
from farmers.

Falling prices of agricul-
ture produce was one of the
main reasons behind a 10-
day long agitation in the
State.

The ABKSSS is demanding
waiver of farm loans, as
promised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and fixing of
price for their produce based
on the recommendations of
the M. S. Swaminathan
Committee.

Some key members of the
ABKSSS are Raju Shetty, a
member of Parliament,
Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor
Sangathan national convener
B. M. Singh, Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) national general
secretary Rajpal Sharma and
BKU national spokesman
Rakesh Tikait.

Farmers’ rally in Mandsaur on July 6
It will travel through various States before culminating in a protest in Delhi on July 18

Farmers’ fury: Agitating farmers torched trucks at Bahi
Choupati on Mhow-Neemuch Highway in Mandsaur district of
Madhya Pradesh earlier this month. * FILE PHOTO

Special Correspondent 

Bhopal

Seepage of urea from the fer-
tilizer godowns at Gopalpur
port is responsible for the
mass death of fish and other
marine animals in Ganjam
district of Odisha, according
to the State fisheries
department.

Continuous rain
Since June 26, a large num-
ber of dead fish and other
marine animals have washed
up along the fishing jetty ad-
jacent to Gopalpur port.
This happened after a few
days of continuous rain. 

Since Tuesday, a team of
the State fisheries depart-
ment has been conducting
an investigation into the
mass death. Fisheries de-
partment deputy director

Siba Prasad Bhoi, who is
monitoring the investiga-
tion, said the presence of
high levels of ammonia in
the sea water near the fish-
ing jetty could be the reason
behind the mass death.

Seepage of urea
"Seepage of urea from the
fertilizer godowns of Go-
palpur port near the fishing
jetty is the reason behind
the rise in ammonia levels at
the coast,” Mr Bhoi said.

He has already taken up
the matter with the authorit-
ies of Gopalpur Ports Lim-
ited. 

“We found that some as-
bestos sheets on the roofs of
the fertilizer godowns have
been damaged. During con-
tinuous rain, water seeps
from these openings and

mixes with urea residue
stored there, which later
reaches the sea water,” Mr.
Bhoi said.

Lack of oxygen
According to Mr Bhoi, when
urea mixes with sea water, it
increases the ammonia level
and drastically reduces the
presence of dissolved oxy-
gen in the water. Lack of oxy-
gen for respiration kills the
marine animals.

The problem gets aggrav-
ated near the fishing jetty for
another reason also. The
mouth of the channel, which
connects the fishing jetty to
the sea, is blocked due to
sand deposits. Because of
this, the water near the fish-
ing jetty is not able to mix
with the water from the
open sea easily. 

Sea pollution blamed for mass 
ish death along Ganjam coast

‘Presence of high levels of ammonia near the ishing jetty’ 

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR The Odisha government has
developed a real time flood
forecasting model for the
entire Mahanadi river basin
for better flood control,
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik announced here on
Wednesday.

The model is supported
by the State Climate Change
Innovation Programme, Mr.
Patnaik said at a function or-
ganised by the Department
of Water Resources.

Warning systems 
“The flood forecasting
model will help us in accom-
plishing better flood control
and its management
through early warning sys-
tems in the Mahanadi basin,
which has special relevance
and greater significance in

the context of climate
change,” he said.

Prone to heavy floods
Stating that Odisha was the
first State in the country to
implement the Climate
Change Action Plan, the
Chief Minister said due to its
topography, river networks
and sub-tropical littoral loc-
ation, the State was prone to
heavy floods, tropical-cyc-
lone-forced rainfall and
storm surges.

The State has 11 river
basins, with the Mahanadi
basin being the largest inter-
State river basin. The Maha-
nadi is one of the most im-
portant water sources for
the majority of Odisha’s
population for meeting their
domestic, agriculture and
livelihood needs, said Mr.
Patnaik.

Odisha develops lood 
forecasting model 

For the entire Mahanadi river basin

Special Correspondent 

BHUBANESWAR

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isol-
ated places over Chhattisgarh, Konkan & Goa, Jammu & Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Ar-
unachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Gujarat, coastal Karnataka and Kerala

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............8.9.... 34.7.... 26.2 Kozhikode ..............52.... 31.0.... 23.9

Ahmedabad..........1.7.... 34.5.... 26.2 Kurnool ................... —.... 35.7.... 27.0

Aizawl ....................4.... 28.5.... 14.2 Lucknow.................. —.... 38.8.... 29.7

Allahabad .............. —.... 39.7.... 30.7 Madurai.................0.2.... 35.2.... 24.6

Bengaluru .............. —.... 29.1.... 20.3 Mangaluru..............24.... 30.2.... 22.5

Bhopal.................0.5.... 33.8.... 25.6 Mumbai...............51.1.... 28.6.... 25.0

Bhubaneswar .......2.1.... 31.0.... 26.8 Mysuru.....................1.... 28.4.... 20.4

Chandigarh ..........7.7.... 32.0.... 24.8 New Delhi ............... —.... 35.0.... 28.0

Chennai ................. —.... 37.8.... 27.5 Patna ...................... —.... 35.8.... 27.7

Coimbatore..........1.6.... 30.8.... 23.0 Port Blair ............58.3.... 28.6.... 23.2

Dehradun..............32.... 27.8.... 24.6 Puducherry.............. —.... 36.8.... 25.7

Gangtok................42.... 23.7.... 18.2 Pune .....................3.8.... 29.0.... 22.9

Goa ...................28.8.... 31.6.... 24.0 Raipur ......................1.... 29.5.... 25.7

Guwahati ............... —.... 34.6.... 26.3 Ranchi....................25.... 29.0.... 21.4

Hubballi................. —.... 24.0.... 21.0 Shillong...............27.6.... 26.8.... 16.4

Hyderabad ...........4.7.... 28.0.... 22.3 Shimla...................0.4.... 19.8.... 17.0

Imphal................... —.... 32.0.... 22.5 Srinagar ...................2.... 25.2.... 17.3

Jaipur ..................6.8.... 36.0.... 24.2 Trivandrum .........43.5.... 31.4.... 23.0

Kochi....................31.... 30.8.... 23.2 Tiruchi .................... —.... 35.8.... 27.0

Kohima.................. —.... 28.0.... 18.2 Vijayawada ..........13.6.... 34.5.... 24.6

Kolkata.................16.... 31.5.... 26.8 Visakhapatnam .......6.4.... 26.3.... 24.6

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Thane,
Maharashtra recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 500
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Panchkula,
Haryana recorded a
healthy AQI score of 33

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...76 ..58 ....... —......85 ......*

Chennai....................8 ...23 ..24 .... 138 .......— ......*

Delhi......................28 ...61 ..93 ...... 70......67 ......*

Hyderabad .............57 ...17 ..11 ...... 26......46 ......*

Kolkata ..................18 ...61 ..60 ....... —......36 ......*

Lucknow ................12 ...29 ..57 .... 113 .......— ......*

Mumbai .................13 ...24 ..27 ...... 21......42 ......*

Pune ......................13 ...27 ..74 ...... 19......23 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....36 ...19 ..60 ...... 58......67 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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Indrani allowed to lodge
plaint against jail oicials
MUMBAI

A special CBI court on

Wednesday allowed Sheena

Bora murder case accused

Indrani Mukerjea to approach

the police to lodge a

complaint that she was

beaten up and threatened of

sexual assault by Byculla jail

officials for joining a protest

over the death of a convict.

She was produced in the

court a day after she moved

an application alleging she

was roughed up by jail

officials. PTI

IN BRIEF

ITBP officer dies near
Amarnath shrine
SRINAGAR

An ITBP officer died of cardiac

arrest near the cave shrine of

Amarnath in south Kashmir on

Wednesday, the police said.

Assistant Sub-Inspector

Sanjun Singh complained of

severe chest pain while he

was on his way to the cave

shrine from Brarimarg. 

He said the 42-year-old

officer was rushed to a

hospital at the Baltal base

camp where doctors declared

him “brought dead”. PTI 

EC drive on Facebook to
reach out to new voters
NEW DELHI

Beginning July 1, the Election

Commission will launch a

drive, in collaboration with

Facebook, to enrol new

voters. “To reach out to

eligible voters, the EC is

collaborating with Facebook

to launch a first nationwide

‘Voter Registration Reminder.’

With over 180 million people

in India on Facebook, a

‘Register Now’ button’ has

been designed on the site to

enrol with the EC,” the poll

body said. 

The Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM), in the midst
of an agitation for a separate
Gorkhaland State in Darjeel-
ing, said it would continue to
hold the BJP accountable to
its manifesto for the 2014
elections where the party
promised to “sympathetic-
ally examine and appropri-
ately consider the long-
pending demands of
Gorkhas.” 

The GJM central commit-
tee member, Swaraj Thapa,
told The Hindu that BJP gen-
eral secretary Kailash Vijay-
wargiya’s flat statement that
his party was not in favour of
a separate Gorkhaland State
did not hold water. “We are
going by the BJP’s manifesto
where it promised to sym-
pathetically consider the de-
mands for a separate State,
and there is nothing yet to
indicate that the party has
gone back on its manifesto
promise,” he said. 

“Mr. Vijaywargiya is the
general secretary of the BJP
in charge of West Bengal and
therefore his views may re-
flect that of the West Bengal
State unit. That is a matter
for the BJP to sort out within
itself. We haven’t heard any-
thing from the central BJP,
neither party president Amit
Shah nor Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on such a cat-
egorical ruling out of a separ-
ate State. In fact in 2014, PM
Modi had declared that “jo
Gorkhaon ka sapna hai, wahi
mera sapna hai [I share the
dream of the Gorkhas] when
he visited Darjeeling,” said
Mr. Thapa. 

In 2014, party promised to sympathetically examine the demands of Gorkhas

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Voice of dissent: Members of NEP India Foundation Karnataka (North East People’s Voice) during
a protest at Freedom Park in Bengaluru on Wednesday. * V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

A day after the prosecution
sought death penalty for
1993 Mumbai blasts convict
Mustafa Dossa, he died on
Wednesday following a car-
diac arrest.

He was lodged at the Ar-
thur Road jail and com-
plained of chest pain and
was admitted to JJ hospital
around 3.00 a.m. on Wed-
nesday. Dr. T.P. Lahane,
dean of JJ Hospital, said he
was admitted to the Critical
Care Unit. He had high grade
fever, a history of high blood
pressure and diabetes and
was diagnosed with a chest
infection. 

Sources told The Hindu
that after inquest and post
mortem procedure, the
body would be handed over
to his family. 

On May 16, the special
Terrorist And Disruptive
Activities court convicted
Dossa, Abu Salem and four
others in the case. Judge
G.A. Sanap said those con-
victed wanted to take re-
venge for the Babri Masjid
demolition and the Bombay
riots that followed there-
after. 

Mustafa Ahmed Umar
Dossa alias Mustafa Majnu
was extradited from UAE
and acted to achieve the ob-
ject of a conspiracy hatched
in Dubai to take revenge for
the demolition of the Babri
Masjid, for which arms and
ammunition were sent to In-
dia. 

He sent arms and am-
munition from Dubai/
Pakistan to Dighi Jetty on
January 9, 1993 at various
places in Maharashtra and
Gujarat with people to dis-
tribute it and use it in India. 

While seeking death pen-
alty for Dossa, special public
prosecutor Deepak Salvi told
the court that he was one of
the “brains” behind the con-
spiracy and that his degree
of responsibility towards the
commission of the crime
was the highest. 

1993 blasts convict

Mustafa Dossa dead
Prosecution had sought death penalty for him a day ago

Mustafa Dossa 

Sonam Saigal

Mumbai

As directed by the Allahabad
High Court, the Central Bur-
eau of Investigation (CBI)
has taken over the probe
into a ₹500 crore ponzi
scam, allegedly run by a
Ghaziabad company offer-
ing money for clicking on
online advertisements. 

The FIR says Webwork
Trade Links cheated over

one lakh people. It had
opened a “shadow” firm,
Addsbook Marketing Private
Limited, with its website
Addsbook.com, which was
endorsed by Bollywood
celebrities Shah Rukh Khan
and Nawazuddin Siddiqui.

Those named as accused
are Anurag Garg and
Sandesh Verma, promoters
of Webwork Trade Links.
They offered money to

people to click on advertise-
ments on the website. But
they asked the clients to ac-
cept payments through Bit-
coin. 

The victim, on whose
complaint the case was re-
gistered, said he and his
family members invested in
the company, hoping for
good returns. But the com-
pany suddenly stopped pay-
ments. 

Ghaziabad company ofered money for clicking on online ads

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CBI takes over probe into
₹500 crore ponzi scam 

GSAT-17, the country’s new-
est communication satellite
to be launched, will soon
join the fleet of 17 working
Indian communication satel-
lites in space and augment
their overall capacity to
some extent. The 3,477-kg
spacecraft was set to be
launched at 2.29 a.m. IST on
June 29 from the European
space port of Kourou in
French Guiana at the time of
writing this report. GSAT-17
is the second passenger on
the European booster,
Ariane-5 ECA VA-238, ac-
cording to ISRO and the
European launch company
Arianespace.

The 5,700-kg Hellas Sat 3-
Inmarsat S EAN shared by
two satellite operators was
also put on the same booster
as co-passenger. It was a pre-
dusk launch in the South
American space port. 

“GSAT-17 is designed to
provide continuity of ser-

vices of operational satellites
in C, extended C and S
bands,” ISRO said. Its chair-
man A. S. Kiran Kumar has
earlier said they need
double the number of com-
munication spacecraft to
support various users across
the country.

₹ 1,013 crore outlay
The spacecraft was ap-
proved in May 2015 with an
outlay of ₹1,013 crore, in-
cluding its launch fee and in-
surance. GSAT-17, built
mainly for broadcasting,
telecommunication and
VSAT services, carries over
40 transponders. 

Designed and assembled
at the ISRO Satellite Centre
in Bengaluru, GSAT-17 has
been at the Kourou space
port since May 15, undergo-
ing pre-launch checks and
tests. Project Director
Prakash Rao and a rotating
team of over 20 ISRO engin-
eers have been attending to
it during the period.

The launch is scheduled for today 

Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

GSAT-17 to add teeth 

to ISRO satellite leet

With the Petya global
ransomware spreading to
India, the government on
Wednesday said it is
“closely” monitoring the
situation while maintaining
that there has been no
large-scale impact on India
yet.

The government has,
however, sent Dr. Gulshan
Rai, National Cyber Secur-
ity Coordinator to the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Port Trust
( JNPT), where one of three
terminals was impacted, to
“deal with the situation”.

Operations at the Mum-
bai terminal of country’s
largest container port, the
JNPT, which is operated by
Danish business conglom-
erate AP Moller-Maersk,
was disrupted due to the
ransomware attack.

“The situation is being
closely monitored…Since
the congestion could create
difficulties in traffic man-
agement, the JNPT has
opened up its parking lots
for cargo destined to this

private terminal,” an offi-
cial statement said.

The Gujarat Pipavav Port
was also partially impacted.
“A.P. Moller-Maersk was hit
as a part of a global cyber
attack affecting multiple
sites and business units, in-
cluding the Gujarat Pipavav
Port Limited,” the company
said in a filing to the BSE.

The Petya ransomware
not only encrypts files, it
locks the entire disk, mak-
ing it basically unusable un-
til the infection is removed.
It shuts down the system
and asks for a ransom of
$300 in bitcoins on reboot-
ing. “We have sent out
warnings to the stock ex-
changes, the Airports Au-
thority of India, the Na-
tional Payments
Corporation of India, and
National Critical Informa-
tion Infrastructure Protec-
tion Centre,” an IT Ministry
official said. He added that
the Ministry was in touch
with security providers, in-
cluding Kaspersky, Mi-
crosoft, McAfee and Quick-
Heal, as also with

Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Teams in the Asia
Pacific region, including
from Hong Kong, China
and Japan. “Till Wednesday
morning, no attacks were
reported in these coun-
tries,” the official said.

More professional
The Petya/Notpetya
ransomware is the second
major global ransomware
since WannaCry hit over
3,00,000 computers across
200 countries in May.
Petya, like the recent Wan-
naCry ransomware that in-
fected over 300,000 com-
puters worldwide, uses the
Eternal Blue exploit as one
of the means to propagate
itself. However, experts
have warned of bigger dam-
age this time.

“…WannaCry’s damage
was quickly minimised due
to sloppy coding…Petya ap-
pears to be a much more
professional attempt to em-
ploy similar methods,” Fin-
land-based cyber security
firm F-Secure said in a
blogpost.

Not much impact of ransomware attack on India, says govt.
Operations hit at Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust in Mumbai

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

There were reports of
sporadic violence in the hills
as a few government offices,
including that of the Gorkha-
land Territorial Administra-
tion’s (GTA) engineering of-
fice in Darjeeling, was set on
fire in the early hours of
Wednesday. 

Two panchayat offices at
Dhobitala and Rajbari were
also torched. There was
fresh tension when police
detained two GJM leaders,
R.P. Bhujel and Samuel
Gurung, in Darjeeling. They
were on their way to Patley-
bas to meet GJM president
Bimal Gurung. 

“Police personnel de-
tained us saying that we can-
not go there as restrictions
had been imposed,” Samuel
Gurung, Assistant Secretary

of GJM’s central committee,
said. Mr. Bhujel said there
was a blockade on the road
and they were taken to the
police station without any
reason. Soon after the de-
tention, a large number of
GJM leaders gathered out-
side the police station and
shouted slogans. After two
hours of protests the two
GJM leaders were released
on a personal bond. 

Army de-requisitioned
According to senior officials
of the Eastern Command,
Army columns which were
deployed in Darjeeling to as-
sist the civil administration
have been de-requisitioned.
“The Army was de-requisi-
tioned from Darjeeling and
adjacent areas on June 24.
The troops are not deployed
in aid of the civil administra-

tion any more,” an Army
spokesperson said. 

Tea industry’s plea
The tea industry has sought
the Centre’s intervention to
help the Darjeeling tea es-
tates, caught in the current
impasse in the hills. All the
estates have been shut since
June 12 . At a meeting here
on Wednesday, the national
committee and the Darjeel-
ing Regional Committee of
the Indian Tea Association
noted with concern the
mounting losses due to the
closure of estates.

Hundreds of children par-
ticipated in a pro-Gorkha-
land rally in Darjeeling.
Teenagers and even chil-
dren wearing traditional at-
tire held up posters and
raised slogans in support of
a separate State.

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

Violence continues in the hills

GJM holds BJP accountable
to its election manifesto 
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EDITORIAL

T
he Election Commission’s order disqualifying

Madhya Pradesh Minister Narottam Mishra for

three years is an important step in curbing ‘paid

news’ in the electoral arena. It is not the irst such order.

An Uttar Pradesh MLA, Umlesh Yadav, was disqualiied

in 2011 on the same ground, of suppressing expenditure

incurred in the publication of paid news. The EC has

called paid news, a term that refers to propaganda in fa-

vour of a candidate masquerading as news reports or

articles, a “grave electoral malpractice” on the part of

candidates to circumvent expenditure limits. In a typ-

ical inquiry into the paid news phenomenon, the news-

paper or publication concerned denies that it was paid

for publishing the material and insists that it was part of

its normal election coverage. The candidate denies au-

thorising the publication and takes the plea that he or

she could not possibly account for something that was

not paid for. Mr. Mishra was no exception. He, in fact,

argued that his rivals could be behind the 42 reports

that the EC’s National Level Committee on Paid News

found to be nothing but election advertisements,

without any disclaimer. However, the EC did not buy his

arguments, mainly because it was diicult to believe

that he had not seen reports that appeared in his Datia

constituency during the campaign for the 2008 As-

sembly elections, often with his picture and the Bhar-

atiya Janata Party’s symbol. Many of these reports car-

ried identical words, and in some there was a direct

appeal for votes on his behalf.

Paid news is not an electoral ofence yet, but there is

a case to make it one. The EC has recommended to the

government that the Representation of the People Act,

1951, be amended to make the publishing, or abetting

the publishing, of paid news to further a candidate’s

prospects or prejudicially afect another’s an electoral

ofence. Until this is done, contestants who use paid

news can only be hauled up for failing to include the ex-

penses involved in their campaign accounts. In Mr.

Mishra’s case, the EC has taken the view that even if it

were true that he made no payment, he ought to have

included a notional amount in his accounts. Also, can-

didates cannot simply claim that these reports were not

authorised by them. As long as the intention to boost

someone’s prospects was clear, and there was no objec-

tion from the candidate, the EC can rule that there was

‘implied authorisation’. Mr. Mishra’s case pertains to

the 2008 election, and by the time the Commission has

given its verdict he is into his next term, having been re-

elected in 2013. It is diicult not to notice that the

enormous delay in adjudicating such questions is often

created by candidates approaching the courts to stall in-

quiries. A legal framework in which electoral issues are

expeditiously adjudicated must also be put in place if

election law is to be enforced in both letter and spirit.

Pay to publish
An M.P. Minister’s disqualiication underlines

need to make paid news an electoral ofence

T
he long arm of the European Commission has

once again struck the technology world with the

imposition of a €2.42 billion ($2.7 billion) ine on

Google for the company’s abuse of its market position.

The Commission found that Google abused its domin-

ance in the Internet search market to give itself an un-

fair advantage in another market — comparison shop-

ping services. Google’s comparison shopping service

disadvantaged competitors by placing them lower in its

search results, systematically giving Google’s own ser-

vices higher placement and greater visibility, leading to

more clicks. Google, which is required to pay the ine

within 90 days, may appeal the decision. While the ine

itself is unlikely to pose inancial problems for Google,

whose parent company, Alphabet, posted a proit of

over $55 billion in 2016, the impact on how Google does

business is likely to be signiicant; the Commission has

said, and rightly, that it would leave it to Google to rem-

edy the situation. The European Union’s Competition

Commissioner, Margrethe Vestager, also said the ruling

could guide future decisions on complaints around

Google favouring its own products and services via its

search engine. The verdict is the latest in a long list of ac-

tions the EU has taken against tech companies from

across the Atlantic. From a ine earlier on Microsoft for

bundling its browser and operating system together, to

a record €13 billion tax bill slapped on Apple last year

for back taxes owed to Ireland, Brussels has signalled in

no uncertain terms that it is determined to take on large

tech companies, some of which have become gargan-

tuan transnational entities, in the interest of its citizens. 

The old idea that market power cannot be used to

stymie competition, a result of which is a lowering of

consumer choice and welfare, is good even when the

market is new and changing rapidly, as happens at the

technological frontier. Attempts to cast Google’s run-in

with the Commission as a game of trans-Atlantic domin-

ance have quietened down, partly relecting the wari-

ness with which the current White House views tech gi-

ants, many of whom spoke vociferously against Donald

Trump’s ‘travel ban’. In contrast to criticism from the

U.S. government when the Google complaint was irst

lodged and for the Apple tax bill of 2016, the White

House refrained from getting involved after the EU

ined Google. The fault lines between tech giants, which

often act as supra-national entities, and national and

multinational governmental bodies, are changing fast

as the relationship between citizens, their govern-

ments, media and technology is transformed. In the

years to come we can expect new lines to be drawn as

technological frontiers are crossed. While technology is

constantly changing, valuing choice, competition and

consumer welfare never gets outdated or obsolete.

New tech, old values
The EC’s massive ine on Google points 

to the changing role of regulators

P
rime Minister Narendra
Modi’s much anticipated visit
to Washington has come and

gone. The chemistry was positive,
and the physics (that is, the struc-
tural content and equilibrium) and
the geometry (the angles and align-
ments along which the visit was
pitched) well-calibrated. Mr.
Modi’s ifth visit to the U.S. as
Prime Minister concluded on a
note of reassuring airmation
about relations between the
world’s most important and largest
democracies. 

President Donald Trump is a
man of many moods and ‘hu-
mours’, a personiication of im-
pulse and impetuousness. The fact
that the two leaders struck a good
rapport, marked by mutual “re-
spect and friendship”, despite the
diference in their personalities,
augurs well. 

In Mr. Trump’s own words, he
had “tremendous success” in his
meeting with Mr. Modi. Progress in
bilateral relations over the last few
years received the imprimatur of
endorsement of the new Presid-
ent, and there were no missed
heartbeats or gut-wrenching mo-
ments. 

Arc of cooperation
Besides claiming that both leaders
were “world leaders in social me-
dia”, Mr. Trump’s Rose Garden
statement spoke of both countries
working together to create jobs
and grow their economies (a
foundational ideology for Mr.
Trump which is not antithetical to
priorities in Mr. Modi’s India) and
ensuring a trading relationship
that is fair and reciprocal. Mr.
Trump announced that the U.S.
will sign major contracts with India
for the sale of natural gas, although
he was trying “to get the price up a
little bit”. 

On the security front, he ex-
pressed the joint determination of
both countries to destroy “radical
Islamic terrorism” as also to en-

hance military cooperation, with
mention of the forthcoming
‘Malabar’ naval exercise involving
the Indian, American and Japanese
navies. He had a good word for In-
dian eforts to help Afghanistan
and for India’s joining in sanctions
against the North Korean regime —
a regime that was causing “tre-
mendous problems” and which
had to be dealt with, “and probably
dealt with rapidly”. This last aside,
where Mr. Trump departed from
prepared remarks, should get East
Asia analysts and experts ready
with their dissection tools to un-
derstand what looked like a
clenched warning to Pyongyang. 

Mr. Modi, as an astute student of
human psychology, was efusive in
both body language (the three
“diplohugs” directed towards what
some call a “germophobic” Presid-
ent!) and words of warm appreci-
ation for the First Lady and Mr.
Trump. He invited Ivanka Trump
to India, and she has accepted. His
key words were “mutual trust” and
“convergence” to describe his
meeting with Mr. Trump, as he re-
ferred to the “common priorities”,
and the “robust strategic partner-
ship” that unites the two countries.
He called the U.S. the “primary
partner” for India’s transforma-
tion, stressing convergence
between his vision for a new India
and Mr. Trump’s vision of “making
America great again”. 

Striking a high note, Mr. Modi
spoke of Mr. Trump’s successful ex-
perience in the business world as
lending “an aggressive and for-
ward-looking agenda to our rela-
tions”. For his part, he said, he
would remain “a driven, determ-
ined and decisive partner” of the

U.S. The two leaders have set aside
the “hesitations of history”, it
would seem.

Close watch on Afghanistan
Interestingly, on Afghanistan, Mr.
Modi spoke of maintaining “close
consultation and communication
with the U.S. to enhance coordina-
tion between our two nations”,
and terrorism in that country be-
ing “one of our common con-
cerns”. This space must be
watched to determine the contours
of future cooperation. So too, the
reference to the increasing con-
sultations on West Asia in the joint
statement, “in accord with India’s
Think West policy” lags an issue of
important ramiications, requiring
more elaboration. The triangula-
tions involving Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and Iran are extremely complex
today, and common India-U.S. per-
spectives (apart from eradicating
Islamic radicalism) await more spe-
ciic identiication. 

The delineation of shared in-
terests as “democratic stalwarts”
and “responsible stewards” in the
joint statement (“Prosperity
Through Partnership”) on the
Indo-Paciic (a formulation more
India-inclusive than earlier ones) is
to be noted. There is clear mes-
saging to China in the call for re-
specting sovereignty and interna-
tional law, with a distinct echo of
the Indian position on China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, when the state-
ment called for “bolstering re-
gional economic connectivity
through the transparent develop-
ment of infrastructure and the use
of responsible debt inancing prac-
tices, while ensuring respect for
sovereignty and territorial integ-

rity, the rule of law, and the envir-
onment”. That is a good screen
grab of Indian concerns about Chi-
na’s strategic overreach and sug-
gests that the U.S. has no funda-
mental disagreement with this
assessment. 

The defence and security part-
nership (of interest was the Foreign
Secretary’s designation of “de-
fence, security and connectivity”
as key concerns), and counter-ter-
rorism remain central to the rela-
tionship. The naming of Hizbul Mu-
jahideen’s Syed Salahuddin by the
U.S. State Department as a Spe-
cially Designated Global Terrorist
as well as the launch of a new con-
sultative mechanism on domestic
and international terrorist listing
proposals was a deinite boost. The
call on Pakistan to “expeditiously
bring to justice the perpetrators”
of the Mumbai and Pathankot ter-
ror attacks was reiterated. The ref-
erence to these attacks being per-
petrated by Pakistan-based groups
is to be noted. The expansion of in-
telligence-sharing and operational-
level counterterrorism coopera-
tion signals greater mutual conid-
ence about working to eliminate
terrorist threats. It remains to be
seen whether the airmation of
U.S. support for a UN Comprehens-
ive Convention on International
Terrorism will translate into a
more coordinated India-U.S. ap-
proach. 

Deepening security and defence
cooperation between India and the
U.S. has marked this bilateral rela-
tionship for some years now. Inter-
operability, given the growing pro-
portion of U.S.-bought equipment
with the Indian armed forces, is a
concrete possibility. The ofer of
sale of Sea Guardian Unmanned
Aerial Systems to India was con-
irmed and this will provide for an
enhancement of Indian capabilit-
ies in maritime defence and de-
terrence. India’s ofer of support
for U.S. observer status in the In-
dian Ocean Naval Symposium was
lagged. The organisation has a
membership of 22, including Iran
and four observers, including
China and Japan. Levels of activity
have not been high in recent years.

Uninished agenda
Digital partnership was a concept
projected in the brieing by the For-

eign Secretary and found mention
in Mr. Modi’s remarks and the joint
statement. This is an omnibus term
that can encompass many mean-
ings — including innovation, tech-
nology lows, as well as the give and
take of knowledge in the cyber sec-
tor (and its human-resource, pro-
fessional component). The H-1B
visa issue did not come up for spe-
ciic mention in these public state-
ments, but obviously remains on
the agenda. 

Finding creative ways to en-
hance bilateral trade and increased
market access including in agricul-
ture (a particular U.S. concern) and
information technology (of Indian
interest), as mentioned in the joint
statement, will be monitored care-
fully. The energy partnership has
survived the visit, contrary to ap-
prehensions, and besides U.S. nat-
ural gas (read shale), there was
mention of clean coal and renew-
able resources and technologies
for India – in order to “promote
universal access to afordable and
reliable energy”.

Civil nuclear energy coopera-
tion merited a brief mention, but
just that. The resolve to sealing the
contractual agreements between
the inancially stressed Westing-
house Electric Company and the
Nuclear Power Corporation of In-
dia Ltd. and related project inan-
cing over the next few months of-
fers hope without the promise of
inality. On another front, U.S. sup-
port for India’s permanent mem-
bership of the UN Security Council,
Indian membership of the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, the Wassenaar
Arrangement, and the Australia
Group has been reiterated. 

There is a inal footnote to the
visit. And it involves President Ab-
raham Lincoln. There are some in
India who regard Mr. Modi as sim-
ilar to the 16th U.S. President, as
unusual as this may seem. The fact
that Mr. Modi chose to give Mr.
Trump a commemorative stamp is-
sued by India in 1965 to mark the
100th anniversary of the death of
Abraham Lincoln should ofer in-
teresting and intriguing insights
about our Prime Minister.

Nirupama Rao is a former Foreign
Secretary and was Ambassador of India
to the U.S.

Promises in the Rose Garden
In a well-calibrated programme, Prime Minister Modi’s U.S. visit reairmed an indispensable partnership

nirupama rao
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here are just a few days left.
On June 30, at the midnight
hour, when the new Goods

and Services Tax (GST) regime
kicks in, almost all aids and appli-
ances that disabled people use
such as a wheelchair, or a Braille
typewriter or a hearing aid will be-
come at least 5% more expensive.
And, if the confusion over Chapter
90:9 in the GST Bill is not resolved
between now and then, then some
orthopaedic appliances such as
crutches and surgical belts will get
12% more expensive. 

Making matters worse
Even small cars in India are treated
as some type of a luxury item; the
GST Council has levied a whopping
18% tax. It is another matter that in
the absence of accessible buses or
even taxis, modiied cars specially

adapted for the physically disabled
are not really a luxury item but an
absolute necessity.

Since 2006, these items were
not taxed! So, even 5% GST, let
alone 12% or 18%, will make life that
much more diicult for persons
with disabilities. It is already ex-
tremely diicult for the average
disabled person in India with ac-
cessibility issues and additional
costs of living. Now with the GST,
things of daily use/necessity which
are already beyond their reach,
will become even more expensive.

It is not clear why the GST Coun-
cil is taxing disabled citizens of In-
dia. While items such as kajal are
being taxed at 0% and rough pre-
cious and semi-precious stones are
being taxed at a mere 0.25%, most
disability goods are being charged
at 5% — the same as kites (patang)
and agarbattis and cashew nuts.
This decision of the Council
blatantly violates the provisions of
the newly passed Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016.

Chapter 8 – Duties and Respons-
ibilities of Appropriate Govern-
ments of the RPWD Act clearly
states: “The appropriate Govern-

ment shall develop schemes pro-
grammes to promote the personal
mobility of persons with disabilit-
ies at afordable cost to provide
for,— (a) incentives and conces-
sions; (b) retroitting of vehicles;
and (c) personal mobility
assistance.”

Precedent for zero tax
It has been six months since we
passed the new disability law. By
now, the Ministry of Finance and
the Department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities should
have at least set up a committee or
a working group to seriously look
into the mandate imposed by
Chapter 8, i.e. to develop incentive
schemes and concessional pro-
grammes to ensure that disability

aids and appliances are made avail-
able at an afordable cost. Instead,
the Finance Ministry has decided
to ruthlessly tax its disabled cit-
izens! In the irst round, Braille
typewriters were taxed at 18% GST
and Braille watches at 12% GST. It is
only after the disability sector was
up in arms that these two and some
other items have been brought
down to 5% GST. This happened in
the June 11 meeting of the GST
Council. When we found out a few
days later, we could have pro-
claimed victory and had a celebra-
tion, but we chose not to. We are
very clearly demanding a complete
rollback. We are asking the govern-
ment for a zero-tax regime as was
the case in the last decade, from
2006 onwards.

I have the misfortune of working
on this issue for the second time. It
is like going back in a time capsule
to the 1990s when wheelchairs
were taxed at 30% and crutches at
25%! I remember taking up this is-
sue, for the irst time, in 2001 when
Yashwant Sinha was India’s Fin-
ance Minister. At the meeting, he
heard us out patiently and decided
not to do anything. A few years

later, when Jaswant Singh became
the Finance Minister, he brought
down the taxes to a 5% slab. Again,
in 2006, the then Finance Minister,
P. Chidambaram, brought down
the tax from 5% to 0%. It has been
like this for the last 10 years. Now it
seems that all that hard work will
once again go down the drain and
we will be back to the 2002-2004
position.

Investing in the disabled
India must invest in its disabled
population — there are 70 million
of us. If the disabled are able to step
out of their homes; go to schools
and colleges; get jobs on merit; and
go to their workplaces and per-
form, they will obviously contrib-
ute to the nation’s growth and its
economic progress. Good quality
and afordable aids and appliances
are an essential prerequisite to this
dream story of the disability sector
thought leaders like me.

Javed Abidi helped set up the National
Centre for Promotion of Employment for
Disabled People (NCPEDP). He is also the
Global Chair of Disabled People’s
International

Fighting an old battle
The disabled have been afected by the high GST rates on essential aids and appliances

javed abidi 
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Bonhomie in the U.S.
There was nothing
spectacular in the Narendra
Modi-Donald Trump meet;
the handshakes and bear
hugs don’t mean much.
Whether branding Hizbul
Mujahideen chief Syed
Salahuddin — who is now a
spent force — as a “global
terrorist” would have any
bearing on terror emanating
from Pakistani soil is
anybody’s guess. On China,
the aversion by both leaders
to antagonising Beijing was
obvious by the way in which
there was an indirect
commitment to “maritime
cooperation”. 
It is very unlikely that a
country such as China
would be rattled by a
routine meeting between
the two global leaders. That
Mr. Modi shied away from
raising issues such as the
contentious H-1B visa was
disappointing. One is also in
the dark about the
possibility of the two
leaders having discussed
India’s bid for a permanent

membership to the United
Nations Security Council
and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group. It is quite obvious
that Mr. Modi’s visit was
aimed at fostering goodwill
with Mr. Trump. Unlike
Barack Obama, a
spontaneous charmer, our
leader may need more
one-on-one deliberations
with Mr. Trump to carry
forward what was achieved
in the maiden meeting
(Editorial – “Warm in
Washington”, June 28).
Ganapathi Bhat,

Akola, Maharashtra

On the Left
It is clear that Sitaram
Yechury is reluctant to
acknowledge the way the
Right has ascended to
power using the democratic
institutions of the country,
which are open to any
political force in India
including the Left (‘The
Wednesday interview –
Sitaram Yechury’, June 28).
The Left often takes
recourse to agitations but

fails to develop a counter-
narrative with an alternative
model. The absence of a
proper national economic
agenda or a wish list if
elected to power is what
eludes the national Left. It
has been successful in its
stronghold States only
because of its presentation
of an alternative to the
people. 
Jithin Varghese,

Ernakulam, Kerala

Agrarian distress
Small and marginal farmers
toil right through the day to
eke out a living by selling
whatever little they produce
— their primary lifeline.
Their second lifeline is
livestock which they can
count on as a dependable
liquid asset. Two recent
government steps have
aggravated their sense of
despondency. While
demonetisation and its slow
replacement have snapped
their irst lifeline, confusion
and uncertainty
surrounding the trade of

livestock have rendered the
second one unreliable. 
This distress situation is not
one of the farmers’ making
alone. Along with the
vagaries of the weather,
governments — past and
present — too must share
the blame. The major share
of the farming cost, mostly
raised through loans, goes
to the government much
before the farmer earns a
rupee. 
Therefore, the irst thing a
government can do – and
without any corruption and
discrimination – is to do
away with all direct and
indirect taxes on
agricultural inputs such as
fertilizers, pesticides, seeds,
agricultural tools and
implements, electricity,
packing materials, and local
taxes. Such a drastic but
direct intervention will help
the farmer grow his
produce at a lower cost,
reduce his need for
borrowings and bring down
rural indebtedness.
Exorbitantly high taxes on

diesel have increased
transportation costs, which
constitute the single largest
component of the end
consumer price of many
farm products. 
To facilitate a remunerative
price to the farmers and
contain inlation, taxes on
diesel, and on a whole set of
vehicles primarily meant for
the transport of “peoples’
goods” need full exemption.
Movement of “peoples’
goods” must be completely
exempted from road tolls,
and all direct and indirect
Central, State and local
taxes. Herein lies a long-
term economic solution to
the problem but it calls for
strong political will to
implement it. 
Jose Augustine,

New Delhi

Saving the elephant
Distressing reports of large-
scale elephant deaths show
that the ‘Project Elephant’
programme started in 1992
— to address various issues
such as man-animal conlict

and the conservation of
elephants — needs to be
revived on a war footing
(“Four elephants
electrocuted in Kodagu”
and “In Kerala, 14 have died
in captivity this year”, both
June 28). 
States can implement
initiatives to strengthen
Centrally-driven wildlife
conservation programmes
and work with
establishments in
formulating steps to address
problems such as
electrocution. Without the
participation of local
residents in and around
forest areas, such issues
cannot be resolved.
Protecting primary species
will ensure overall
protection of the
ecosystem. States should
uphold Article 48A of the
Constitution — on the
environment, forests and
wildlife.
Archana Venkata Madhva Raj,

Thoothukkudi, Tamil Nadu
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DATA POINT

The Public Works Minister, Mr. Veerendra Patil, informed the
Mysore Assembly to-day [ June 28] that the Government pro-
posed to open a right bank high level canal for Krishnarajas-
agar at a cost of about Rs. 136 lakhs to irrigate about 24,000
acres. The scheme contemplated utilisation of the waters of
the Kabini river for the command area under the Kabini pro-
ject and the surplus through the K.R. Sagar, he said. Mr. Patil,
who was replying to Mr. G. Made Gowda (Cong.) stated that
the proposed scheme would not adversely affect the already
developed atchkat under Krishnarajasagar. When the member
insisted that an expert committee be constituted to go into the
feasibility of the scheme, the Public Works Minister said it was
a suggestion for action. To supplementaries the Minister said
that the Kabini project was a set-off against the Bhavanisagar
and Amravathi projects of Madras State. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 29, 1967

New canal for K.R. Sagar
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FROM ARCHIVES

Mr. P.T. Bowring, District Magistrate and Justice of the Peace,
was engaged to-day in hearing a case in which Private I. Scott
of Motor Transport section, Army Service Corps, is charged
under Section 304 I.P.C., with alleged causing death of an In-
dian domestic servant, with a knife. It was alleged that on the
21st of last month at about 2 P.M. Private Scott was seen talking
to the deceased on Whitefield road and subsequently stabbed
him and as a result of the injuries the man died. Superintend-
ent Hayes of the Mysore Police made enquiries and as the mil-
itary authorities handed over Private Scott to the civil authorit-
ies for trial the police charged him under Section 304 I.P.C.
Mr. Hayes was the first witness examined. He deposed regard-
ing the investigation in the case. He stated that on information
he proceeded to the scene of occurrence where he saw the
corpse of the deceased and near that the soldier was standing
and behaving in a strange and demented manner. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 29, 1917

Soldier stabbing case.

How much is too much? How
do you measure out in cofee
spoons the amount of sorrow
you are allowed to display? In
surreal fashion, that is what
the debate focusses on today
after a 15-year-old is lynched.
Not the event, but whether and
how much it is being “blown
up”. When a boy is beaten to
death over a seat dispute, how
much worse can you “make” it
sound than what it is already?

There are inlection points
in history when one event trig-
gers of a cascade of events.
These points aren’t necessarily
unique. When the whole coun-
try erupted in protest over

Nirbhaya, it wasn’t as if horriic rapes hadn’t happened before
or didn’t happen after, but Nirbhaya spoke to our core in a way
that made us cry out loud, louder than we had before. It isn’t as
if Dalits hadn’t been driven to suicide before Rohith Vemula,
but he spoke to us in death in a way that smote our conscience.
And we responded.

The violence has edged closer
Commentators who point out anomalies in the media’s or the
chatterati’s responses are not wrong. They hold up a mirror
and if what we see in it makes us linch, then so be it. If we
failed to be angry enough earlier, we live today with mobs that
have edged closer to our doors. 

Every Dalit village we saw being burnt down and every up-
per caste family we allowed to escape with impunity, every
one of those incidents was the ink with which Vemula wrote
his inal note. 

Showing up the chattering class’s hypocrisy or calling the
media to account is an important task and must continue. It
must be encouraged. But let us recognise that it is a process,
not a response. Bookkeeping cannot be the response to the
events unfolding around us today and certainly not a response
to gratuitous mob violence. 

When a boy is lynched, being human doesn’t allow us to pa-
tiently draw out a pipette and measure out outrage in milli-
litres to be jotted down in registers against incidents that came
before. That is not who we are. This ‘nationalism’ we tout so of-
ten now, if it means anything it possibly means recognising
that we are not ledger-toting clerks but a people who can be
moved to tears by a boy’s murder. 

When Mahatma Gandhi went on a ive-day fast and called
of the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1922, it was to protest
the outbreak of violence in Chauri Chaura that saw 23 police-
men burnt to death. He had the courage to call of a movement
that epitomised the revolt against colonialism to express out-
rage at mob violence against policemen who represented the
same regime. He would do this over and over again in the
course of his career. That is the legacy of protest we have inher-
ited. Let’s not substitute it with mere accountancy.

Quantifying outrage

Bookkeeping cannot be the response to
gratuitous mob violence
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Beta
Finance

A measure of volatility of a
stock, or any other finan-
cial security, based on the
magnitude of change in its
price compared to the
market as a whole. In
mainstream finance,
stocks with high beta are
generally considered to be
riskier than stocks with
low beta. Stocks with high
beta, since they are riskier,
are also considered to be
better investments for in-
vestors seeking higher re-
turns. Others, primarily
value investors, have dis-
puted this claim saying
that risk has nothing to do
with the degree of volatil-
ity in the price of a stock,
but instead linked to the
fundamental strength of
the underlying business.
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Tony Joseph’s article (“How
genetics is settling the Aryan
migration debate,” June 17)
heavily leans on two recent
studies (which I will refer to
after their first author: “Silva
et al.” and “Reich et al.”) but
conceals important method-
ological issues. 

Indeed, most genetic stud-
ies suffer from shortcomings
and flaws, and the larger
public should be all the more
aware of this problematics as
they come to us in a scientific
garb; actually, they are sci-
entific only in part.

Holes aplenty
Silva et al.’s study mainly re-
visited older samples with
new techniques; though it
stressed India’s “remarkable
genetic diversity” and “very
complex history”, its data set
of some 2,400 samples,
which left out thousands of
communities, was inad-
equate. 

Such was also the case of
Reich et al.’s construct of An-
cestral North Indians (ANI)
and Ancestral South Indians
(ASI); the study had no
samples from eight major In-
dian States, while another
eight were represented by a
single population! 

With such a skewed distri-
bution, the ANI/ASI con-
struct lacked scientific valid-
ity and was simply expected
to conform to predetermined
results. 

Mr. Joseph found that the
study “proved that most
groups in India today can be
approximated as a mixture of
these two populations”,
while it only “proved” how
good scientists are apt to
bungle when their theoret-
ical framework remains ama-
teurish. Reich et al. them-
selves were careful to warn
that their models were “over-

simplifications”, which
means there are no “true an-
cestral populations of India”,
barring the original immigra-
tion from Africa some
70,000 years ago.

A second flaw is therefore
circularity. “ANI is likely to
have resulted from multiple
migrations,” cautions Tony
Joseph, “possibly including
the migration of Indo-
European language speak-
ers”, while Silva et al.’s paper
refers to “multiple dispersals
into the Subcontinent”. If so,
what criteria allow us to as-
sociate one of them with
“the” presumed Indo-Aryan
immigration? 

As Nicole Boivin, an ar-
chaeologist from Oxford Uni-
versity with wide experience
of the Subcontinent, ob-
served, “In reading the ge-
netics literature on South
Asia... perhaps the single
most serious problem con-
cerns the assumption, which
many studies actually start
with as a basic premise...
that the Indo-Aryan inva-
sions are a well-established
(pre)historical reality.” 

Besides, migrations out of
India are not factored in, al-

though, in the Bronze Age,
there are clear archaeolo-
gical trails for a Harappan
presence in central Asia, the
Persian Gulf and
Mesopotamia.

Complexified picture
Sustained interactions also
occurred along trade net-
works and are bound to have
complexified the genetic pic-
ture. 

Why not investigate such
trails in the R1a debate, in-
stead of positing, as Silva et
al. do, that “the Y-chromo-
some haplogroup R1a...
spread with pastoralism and
the Indo-European lan-
guages into South Asia”?
Why should this spread be
wholly unidirectional?

Another pitfall is illus-
trated by Silva et al.’s en-
dorsement of another study
regarding the “freezing of In-

dia’s population structure”
some 1,500 years ago. Ms.
Boivin noted the “problem-
atic assumption... that caste
is unchanging”, and there is
indeed sound historical evid-
ence of some amount of
caste mobility; endogamy
was also not always strict. In-
dia’s population has been

anything but “frozen”, and
genetic studies reconstruct-
ing a past picture on the
basis of today’s castes are li-
able to err.

Silva et al. speak of the
“re-peopling [of South Asia]
after the Last Glacial Max-
imum” (about 18,000 years
ago); even if there must have

been migrations at the time,
there is no question of “re-
peopling”, since substantial
Palaeolithic populations
thrived in many parts of the
Subcontinent. 

The study also naively cor-
relates the “spread of agricul-
ture” with a few hap-
logroups, suggesting that
agriculture came into the
Subcontinent through migra-
tions, but good evidence ex-
ists for the indigenous spread
of agriculture not only in the
Northwest but independ-
ently in the Ganges valley.
Silva et al. attribute the
“spread of Dravidian lan-
guages” to those first farm-
ers, while recent studies
from genetics and agro-lin-
guistics have tended to show
that those languages origin-
ated in south India. 

Finally, the study opines
that “genetic influx from
Central Asia in the Bronze
Age was strongly male-
driven, consistent with the
patriarchal, patrilocal and
patrilineal social structure at-
tributed to the inferred pas-
toralist early Indo-European
society”. 

Again, a patriarchal social
structure is “attributed” to
an “inferred” pastoralist
Indo-European society, and

results are interpreted ac-
cordingly. Anthropologically,
“pastoral” migrations that
leave their womenfolk be-
hind make no sense; a
“male-dominated arrival of
Indo-Aryan speakers from
Central Asia” is conceivable
only in the context of an ag-
gressive military campaign,
invasion and conquest
(which archaeology has em-
phatically ruled out), not
with waves of pastoral
immigrations.

No definitive answers yet
To brandish this study as the
final solution to the Indo-
European problem while ig-
noring many others that
reached vastly different con-
clusions reflects a personal
choice. 

In fact, divergences
among geneticists are a use-
ful reminder that the discip-
line still has much room for
subjective interpretations.
Twenty years hence, most of
the grey areas may be

settled, but we are still far
from that, especially in the ab-
sence of ancient DNA from
the Subcontinent. 

Besides, the Aryan debate
has involved thorny linguistic,
textual, archaeological, bio-
anthropological, archae-
oastronomical issues: the
Indo-European problem will
be laid to rest only when a
theory effectively answers all
those disciplines.

Mr. Joseph is right in stating
that “We are all migrants.” As
regards his conclusion that
“We are a multi-source civil-
isation, not a single-source
one, drawing its cultural im-
pulses, its tradition and prac-
tices from a variety of lineages
and migration histories”, I
only partly agree: Indian civil-
isation is something more
than a khichri of ethnicons,
even if they all did enrich it:
culturally, it has been more a
creator and a giver than a re-
cipient, as most Indologists
recognised long ago.

Michel Danino is a guest professor at
IIT Gandhinagar and a member of
the Indian Council of Historical
Research

A longer version of the article
and the response can be found
at http://bit.ly/AryansDebate

The problematics of genetics and the Aryan issue
To brandish genetic studies as the clincher to the Aryan
debate is hasty, if not misplaced

Michel Danino
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Tony Joseph responds:

Michel Danino’s response
suffers from multiple
deficiencies, the first of
which is that he fails to
recognise that my piece
rests heavily on five studies
(not two). Four of these
were published between
2013 and 2017 and one in
2009. This is important
because in a field making
rapid advances, it is
misleading to depend on
older studies.
Second, the doubt that Prof.
Danino tries to throw over
population genetics is
peculiar because until
recently, this science was
being used to argue that the
migration theory had been
disproved! That doubts
about the science are being

cast precisely at a time
when it has started using
better techniques such as
whole genome sequencing
to arrive at clearer answers
is noteworthy.
Prof. Danino questions the
methodology of these
studies, but the proper way
to question commonly-
accepted methodology in a
scientific field might be to
get a peer-reviewed article
published in a well-regarded
journal.
An intriguing aspect of Prof.
Danino’s response is his
opposition to the ANI-ASI
framework. From 2009
onwards, this framework
was used to argue against
migration.
Now when it is shown that
the study actually supports
it, he says the framework is

faulty! A case of wanting to
have it both ways, one
would think.
Prof. Danino asks what
criteria allow us to associate
one of the dispersals with
the Indo-Aryans. 
The answer lies in the
phylogenetic and
geographic structure of
haplogroups which allow
scientists to associate
migrations with regions.
The answer also lies in the
discovery of R1a in ancient
DNA across Europe and
Central Asia (especially in
Sintashta, Andronovo and
Srubnaya remains).
Prof. Danino next moves on
to suggest that ‘Out-of-India’
is a reasonable theory, and
not a far-out hypothesis.
Again, the best way to
demonstrate this might be

through a peer-reviewed
article in a well-regarded
journal. That he quotes not
a single study to back his
conviction is informative.
The sections dealing with
caste are irrelevant to my
piece, which doesn’t
anywhere link the caste
system to the arrival of
migrants.
Lastly, that Prof. Danino
doesn’t like khichri seems
to suggest a discomfort with
diversity. As citizens of a
great civilisation, we take
delight in having a
multitude of things in
common — and comfort
with diversity is one of
them.

Tony Joseph is a writer and
former editor of BusinessWorld.
Twitter: @tjoseph0010

What is NotPetya/Petya? 

It is the latest cyberattack
to have hit organisations
worldwide on Tuesday.
While Ukraine and Russia
are believed to be the worst
hit by the attacks, compan-
ies across U.S., U.K. and In-
dia have been impacted.
Most security organisations
believe this to be a variant
of Petya ransomware that
has been in existence since
2016. But preliminary find-
ings by Russian cybersecur-
ity firm Kaspersky suggest
that this is ransomware not
seen before.

Where did the attack
originate? 
While the origin is still un-
clear, it is believed to have
started from an update by a
third-party Ukrainian soft-
ware called MeDoc, which
is used by many govern-
ment organisations in the
country. 

Kaspersky says over 60%
of attacks took place in
Ukraine, and Russia is
second on the list with
30%.

What is a ransomware
attack? 

It is a malicious software
that blocks access to com-
puters and data until a sum
of money is paid. NotPetya
is the second major global
ransomware since Wan-
naCry, which had infected
about 3,00,000 computers
across 200 countries in
May. Similar to WannaCry,
one of the means by which
Petya spread was by ex-
ploiting the MS12-010 vul-
nerability, also known as
EternalBlue. Microsoft had
issued a security patch to
fix it in March. 

The Petya ransomware
not only encrypts files, but
also overwrites and en-
crypts the master boot re-
cord. It shuts down the sys-
tem about an hour after the
infection and asks for
ransom on rebooting. Users
will not be able to access
the system till the infection
is removed. The PC might
be protected from the mal-
ware in case the user is able
to disrupt the system
reboot.

What can be done to
contain NotPetya/Petya? 

Cyber-criminals behind the
attack are demanding $300
in bitcoins be paid to re-
cover encrypted files. The
message flashed across the
screen reads: “If you see
this text, then your files are
no longer accessible, be-
cause they are encrypted.
Perhaps you are busy look-
ing for a way to recover
your files, but don’t waste
your time. Nobody can re-
cover your files without our
decryption service.”

As of Wednesday after-
noon, more that $9,262
from 40 payments had
been collected in the Bit-
coin wallet tied to the Petya
ransomware attack, accord-
ing to @petya_payments
Twitter account which is
tracking these payments.
However, the Indian gov-
ernment’s cybersecurity
arm CERT-In (Indian Com-
puter Emergency Response
Team) in its advisory has
urged against paying
ransom as it does not guar-
antee files being released.

Held to ransomware
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Another attack adds to global cybersecurity woes
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given by the Centre’s think-
tank NITI Aayog and “core
group of secretaries on dis-
investment.” 

The national carrier is
surviving on a bailout pack-
age of over ₹30,000 crore
approved by the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) gov-
ernment in 2012 which de-
cided against privatisation
and instead chalked out a
turnaround and financial re-
structuring plan for Air
India.

The hiked allowances for
Central staff will come into
effect from July 1, Mr. Jaitley
said, stressing that the
modifications to the Pay
Commission’s recommenda-
tions were based on sugges-
tions made by an em-
powered committee of
secretaries and a Committee
on Allowances that submit-
ted its report this April.

Mr. Jaitley refused to put a
timeline for the process of
the stake sale proposal of
the Civil Aviation Ministry
and said the group led by
him would decide on all the
modalities, such as how
much stake to sell, what
process to follow and how
to deal with the airline’s as-
sets, debt burden and hotel
subsidiaries. 

As per an official state-
ment, the ministerial group
will decide upon the “treat-
ment of unsustainable debt
of Air India, hiving off of cer-
tain assets to shell company,
de-merger and strategic dis-
investment of three profit-
making subsidiaries,
quantum of disinvestment
and the universe of
bidders.”

The Cabinet decision was
taken based on “fourth
tranche recommendations”

AI divestment 
gets Cabinet nod

this matter.”
However, Bhutan, that

has unique relations with
India, and maintains and
coordinates its diplomatic
relations closely with New
Delhi said that the area un-
der construction definitely
“lies in an area of dispute”. 

‘Motorable road’
“The PLA had started to
construct a motorable road
at Dokolam towards the
Bhutan Army Camp at Zom
Pelri,” Ambassador
Namgyal confirmed, adding
that according to the
boundary talks between
China and Bhutan the two
sides “had committed to
maintain peace and tran-
quillity along the border
and refrain from unilateral
action to change the status
quo.”

The MEA has refused to
comment on the situation,
and maintained silence in
the face of a barrage of re-
cent statements from the
Chinese Foreign Ministry.

“We have asked them to
stop and refrain from chan-
ging the status quo.”

China and Bhutan have
held 24 rounds of talks,
with the last one held in Au-
gust 2016, to discuss the dis-
puted part of the border. 

‘Hidden agenda’
In its statement on Wednes-
day the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs spokesper-
son had said that the cur-
rent impasse with India, in-
cluding the area of
Donglong (called Doko La
by India and Doklam by
Bhutan) is a part of Chinese
territory since “ancient
times”, adding that “If India
wants to raise an issue with
this part, I would say that it
doesn’t belong to Bhutan,
nor does it belong to India.” 

The spokesperson even
accused India of a “hidden
agenda”, saying that though
“the boundary between
China and Bhutan has not
been delimited, no third
party should interfere in

PLA road coming up in
disputed area: Bhutan

Filing her nomination as the
Opposition’s candidate for
the post of President, Meira
Kumar said here on Wednes-
day that the Opposition was
fighting the same battle that
Mahatma Gandhi had waged
all his life. Asked before leav-
ing Parliament soon after
noon what the fight for secu-
larism meant for her in this
context, Ms. Kumar told re-
porters, “We are fighting the
same battle that Mahatma
Gandhi was fighting.”

The former Lok Sabha
speaker went into the office
of the secretary-general at
Parliament shortly after 11
a.m. and returned after filing
her papers around 11.30 a.m.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and former Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh followed her. 

‘Battle of ideologies’
“For us, it is a battle of ideo-
logies, principles and truth
and we will fight it,” Ms.
Gandhi told reporters later.

An array of Opposition
leaders were present in Par-
liament for the event. Con-
gress leaders Ahmed Patel,

Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mallikar-
juna Kharge, Ambika Soni,
C.P. Joshi, Rajeev Shukla,
Sachin Pilot, Raj Babbar,
Ashok Tanwar and and
Deepender Singh Hooda
could be seen among those
waiting outside the secret-
ary-general’s room as the fil-
ing of papers took place.

The Congress was repres-
ented by all its Chief Minis-
ters — Amarinder Singh,
Siddharamaiah, Virbhadra

Singh, V. Narayanasamy, and
Mukul Sangma. Former Chief
Ministers Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, Ashok Gehlot and
Digvijaya Singh attended the
event as well.

NCP leader Sharad Pawar,
Left leaders Sitaram Yechury
and D. Raja and BSP leader
Satish Mishra were also
present. “This is not a Dalit
vs Dalit issue as is being
made out by some,” Mr.
Yechury later wrote in a

Facebook post. “It is our
fight to safeguard and
strengthen the Indian Re-
public. Having spawned the
politics of hate, and now
from the silence of top lead-
ers of the ruling party, espe-
cially the PM, the aiding and
abetting of violating funda-
mental right of equality to all
its citizens, this attack on In-
dia’s Constitution is more
than evident.” 

(With PTI inputs)

Fighting like Mahatma, says Meira Kumar
Former LS Speaker iles nomination as Opposition candidate for presidential poll

Strong backing: Meira Kumar with Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, Manmohan Singh and other
leaders in New Delhi on Wednesday, before iling her nomination. * SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The process of filing nomin-
ations for the July 17 presid-
ential election ended on
Wednesday. A total of 95
people filed their
nominations.

Barring two nominees —
Opposition nominee Meira
Kumar and NDA candidate
Ram Nath Kovind — the rest
have either already been in-
validated or are almost cer-
tainly going to be rejected
during scrutiny on
Thursday, for every nomina-
tion has to be signed by 50
members of the electoral
college and endorsed by an-

other 50. Among those who
eyed the top constitutional
post were a proclaimed
Guinness record holder, a
Patel couple from Maha-
rashtra and a candidate
from Salem in Tamil Nadu
who has contested 150 elec-
tions so far.

According to sources, 108
nominations were filed by
the 95 candidates, with
some having filed multiple
papers. A candidate can file
a maximum of four
nominations.

Officials said some of the
candidates mentioned their
neighbours and relatives as
proposers and seconders.

95 aspirants for top job

Kashmir calling: NDA candidate Ram Nath Kovind meets J&K
CM and PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti in Srinagar on Wednesday.
The PDP leaders assured him of their support. * NISSAR AHMAD

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Two days after India wel-
comed the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s decision to designate
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM)
leader Syed Salahuddin as
Specially Designated Global
Terrorist, the move has run
into controversy, over the
State Department’s descrip-
tion of his activities in “In-
dian-administered Kashmir.”

“Under Salahuddin’s ten-
ure as senior HM leader, HM
has claimed responsibility
for several attacks, including
the April 2014 explosives at-
tack in Indian-administered
Jammu and Kashmir, which
injured 17 people,” the State
department listing read,

which has led to criticism
from the Congress, whose
Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, called it a “sell-
out.” “How did India allow
this?” asked former Home
Minister P. Chidambaram in
a tweet. 

The Ministry of External
Affairs and the U.S. Embassy
in India and the State depart-
ment didn’t reply to queries
for a response on the use of
the term “administered”
which indicates that despite
close ties between India and
the U.S. on terrorism in the
past decade, the designation
of Kashmir has remained the
same in some official annals.

A study of the State de-
partment website dealing

with terrorist designations
indicates no clear pattern in
usage. In 2014, for example
the updated amendment of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba said, “In
2011, LET was responsible
for multiple terrorist attacks,
mostly in ‘Jammu and Kash-

mir’, and in 2012, LET
claimed responsibility for an
attack against an Indian
army convoy in Kashmir...”

Rarely used
But the term “Indian-admin-
istered Kashmir” appears to
have been used rarely for a
designated terrorist listing,
notably only once, when the
Jaish e Mohammad was ad-
ded to the list in 2001. In the
same year, the Lashkar-e-
Taiba listing simply referred
to “Jammu and Kashmir.”
Designations for Harakat-ul-
Mujahideen in 1997 as “In-
dian Kashmir,” for example
which would appear more
palatable. The treasury state-
ment on the additional $10
million bounty on Hafiz

Saeed has a reference to only
“Kashmir.”

U.S. State Department
statements and reports have
also used “Indian-held Kash-
mir” some times in the past.
What could be more troub-
ling for India is the fact that it
uses “Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir” occasionally to refer to
Pakistan-controlled part of
the State, in some reports
such as the ‘Trafficking in
Persons’ report in 2016. The
State Department also uses
“Pakistan-administered”
Kashmir. It has also used
Jammu and Kashmir without
any qualifiers in the past, in
some contexts. 

“They have used different
terms at different times, all
meant to indicate de facto

control. De jure they still
consider entire territory of
J&K as disputed territory.
Hence the qualifiers,” said
Husain Haqqani, former Am-
bassador of Pakistan to the
U.S. and Director, South &
Central Asia at Hudson Insti-
tute in Washington D.C. 

However, former Indian
Ambassador to the U.S.,
Meera Shankar, disagreed
that the issue should be
given much prominence.
“The designation of Syed Sa-
lahuddin as a terrorist is im-
portant because till now the
U.S. has tended to see the
Hizb leadership more in the
context of the India-Pakistan
dispute and has been reluct-
ant to designate it as terror-
ist,” she told The Hindu.

Cong. questions reference to ‘administered’ Kashmir

Syed Salahuddin

Varghese K George

Suhasini Haidar

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI 

The Centre has zeroed in on
13 names to fill the Indian
Council of Social Science Re-
search (ICSSR) Council,
which has been vacant since
2015, official sources said.

The names on the new
Council will include Delhi
University professor Rakesh
Sinha — a well-known face in
the media and biographer of
first the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) Sar-
sanghchalak K.B. Hedgewar,
and Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity ( JNU) professors
Ashwini Mahapatra and
Amita Singh.

Another member of the
Council will be Pune Univer-
sity professor Shantishree
Pandit, who studied at
Madras University and JNU,
and earning her doctorate
on the theme 'Parliament
and Policy in India: The
Nehru Years'.

The names also include

Deenbandhu Pandey; man-
agement professor P. Kan-
gasabapathi; economics
professor Sanjay Satyarthi,
who studied economics at
JNU; H.S. Bedi; Central Uni-
versity of Bihar Vice-Chan-
cellor H.C.S. Rathore; lin-
guist from the Hyderabad
Central University Pan-
chanan Mohanty; K.S. Kho-
bragade, a Dalit woman aca-
demic; T.S. Naidu, and
Karnataka MLC P.V. Krishna
Bhatt.

Recently, the Centre ap-
pointed Braj Bihari Kumar
as the Chairman of the IC-
SSR and Virendra Malhotra
as its Member-Secretary.

The ICSSR was estab-
lished in 1969 by the Gov-
ernment of India to pro-
mote research in the social
sciences in the country. It
gives grants to institutions
and scholars, and reviews
the progress of social sci-
ence research in the
country.

DU’s Rakesh Sinha to be a member

Vikas Pathak

NEW DELHI

13 names picked
for ICSSR Council

The Congress is divided on
whether it should particip-
ate in the Modi govern-
ment’s midnight launch of
the Goods and Services Tax,
slated for June 30. Mean-
while, the Trinamool Con-
gress has announced it will
boycott the event, while the
CPI(M) has said it will not is-
sue a whip for the occasion,
leaving it to individual
members to take a view. 

The Congress’s senior
leadership is split on the
GST issue, with a majority,
senior party sources said,
pushing for a no-show: their
view is that GST, once im-
plemented, will have a neg-
ative fallout, and the party
would be better served if it
distanced itself from it.

The other group that in-
cludes former Finance and
Home Minister P. Chidam-
baram, these sources said,
believes the Congress — as
the initial initiator of GST —
should take credit for it.
Congress sources say senior
leaders including Ahmed
Patel, and Leader of the Op-

position in the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad feel that
it needs to be emphasised
that the GST Act does not
have the safeguards that the
Congress would have liked. 

Individual leaders have
been conveying their views
to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. 

“We haven’t taken a
stand one way or the other.
We’ll make a comprehens-

ive statement soon,” said
Congress communications
chief Randeep Surjewala on
Wednesday. 

Special invitees
One issue that has made it
tricky is that Dr. Singh and
President Pranab Mukher-
jee have been invited as spe-
cial invitees.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury has, how-

ever, said his party will not
boycott the government’s
event, though he himself
could be away. Saying that
his party had not issued any
whip, he said, “..it is not
compulsory for our mem-
bers to attend, but people
like former West Bengal Fin-
ance Minister Asim
Dasgupta, who headed the
Empowered Committee will
attend.”

Cong. divided on GST launch event 
Trinamool says it will boycott function; CPI(M) won’t issue a whip 

Smita Gupta

New Delhi

Taxing times: Furniture traders stage a protest in New Delhi on Wednesday seeking a
reduction in GST rates. * REUTERS

Expressing her strong reser-
vations about the imple-
mentation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) from
July 1, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday said that this
“unnecessary disastrous
hurry is another epic blun-
der of the Centre.”

The Trinamool Congress
chairperson said the Parlia-
mentary Board of her party
has decided not to attend
the June 30 midnight pro-
gramme at Parliament
House to celebrate GST, as a
mark of protest.

“We feel, at least 6
months will further be ne-
cessary to notify all rules

and procedures and give
enough time to the stake-
holders, particularly the
Small and Medium Enter-
prises to successfully imple-
ment the GST. Otherwise a
chaotic situation may arise

in our vast economy for
which the Government of
India will be primarily re-
sponsible,” Ms. Banerjee
said on social media.

‘Businessmen confused’
The Chief Minister claimed
that small and medium
businesses are scared and
confused. 

“Essential commodities
such as medicines are not
available in many places
and prices of various com-
modities are rising for lack
of clarity and mismanage-
ment,” she added.

State’s Finance Minister
Amit Mitra has also stressed
the need for more time to
implement GST across the
country.

Why this hurry, asks Mamata 

Mamata Banerjee

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

J&K Finance Minster
Haseeb Drabu on Wednes-
day reiterated that adopting
the GST regime “will not
impact the State’s special
constitutional status” and
hinted at reaching a con-
sensus with mainstream
political parties.

“A false perception is be-
ing created on GST and di-
lution of J&K’s special
status. It is written in the
Agenda of Alliance that
there would be no com-
promise on the existing
constitutional position,”
said Mr. Drabu in Srinagar.

GST won’t
impact J&K’s
status: Drabu 
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday commuted to life
term the capital punishment
awarded to a 31-year-old man
in a case relating to the
murder of five persons, in-
cluding two children, in
2004 in Chhattisgarh.

“We commute the sen-
tence imposed upon the peti-
tioner and substitute it to a
sentence of imprisonment
for life in place of death sen-
tence,” a Bench of Justices
G.S. Sistani and Vinod Goel
said. It made it clear that “life
imprisonment means [till
the] end of one’s life.” 

The Bench pointed out

that there were “numerous
discrepancies and falsities”
in the affidavits filed by the
Chhattisgarh government.

The High Court had on

March 2, 2015 stayed the ex-
ecution of Sonu Sardar after
which the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment had approached
the Supreme Court challen-
ging Delhi High Court’s jur-
isdiction to hear the matter.

SC asked HC to decide
The Supreme Court had
asked the High Court to de-
cide the State’s application
in this regard. The High
Court had dismissed the
State government’s plea and
said it could hear and grant
stay on the execution, as the
decision rejecting his mercy
plea was taken here by the
President of India. 

Sardar, along with his

brother and accomplices,
had killed five persons of a
family, including two chil-
dren, during a dacoity bid in
Chhattisgarh’s Cher village
on November 26, 2004. 

The trial court had
slapped death penalty on
him and the Chhattisgarh
High Court had upheld it.

The Supreme Court in
2012 concurred with the
findings of two courts and
affirmed the punishment.
His mercy petition was also
dismissed by both the Gov-
ernor and the President. 

The convict then moved
the High Court seeking to
commute the death
sentence.

Commutes to life term the death sentence awarded to 31-year-old Sonu Sardar
Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

The Delhi HC cited anomalies
in aidavits iled by the
Chhattisgarh government.

Delhi HC to the rescue of man whose 
mercy plea was rejected by President

“Maa you had sent me to
Delhi to buy clothes for Id
but I reached heaven in-
stead. You lied that Hindus
and Muslims are brothers.
When I was being beaten to
death, everyone watched
and took videos. Who would
let their brother die before
their eyes?” he read out, his
voice quivering.

The crowd cheered in
support, many wiping away
tears.

“I can’t believe that we
have been reduced to
creatures who don’t have a
basic sense of humanity. We
value the lives of animals
over human lives. We have
become mute spectators to
brutalities against fellow hu-
man beings,” said Madhus-
mita Tripathy, a teacher at a
private school who came
with her nine-year-old
daughter.

Ms. Dewan, the primary
organiser of the protest,
said she had never expected
to receive such an over-

whelming response but was
happy that people had
voiced their frustration.

“I am happy that there
are people like me in this
world. This gives me hope
that while there are people
who commit such brutal
acts, there are others who
will come out in protest
against them,” Ms. Dewan
said.

Raza Haider, who was
also part of the gathering,
said these protests were a
natural reaction to the viol-
ence around.

“People have come here
today to claim their rights.
The state seems to have lost
its power to organise a dia-
logue with the people. The
spontaneity of the protests
shows that if need be,
people can take things in
their own hands,” he said.

Social activist Anam
Haslam said she was deeply
affected by incidents of bru-
tality against a particular
community.

Shed hate, not blood,
say protesters
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As standof continues, Army chief to visit border areas
Experts point out that blocking of Mansarovar pilgrims coincided with Prime Minister Modi’s U.S. visit, say that the situation would be resolved in some time

The Army chief is expected
to visit Sikkim as early as
Thursday to review the tense
standoff between Indian and
Chinese troops, even as mil-
itary officers said that such
standoffs were not
unprecedented.

Army sources said Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat could visit
Sikkim at the earliest to re-
view the situation where
standoff between troops of
both sides is believed to be
continuing. 

According to reliable
sources, Indian Army troops
objected to the Chinese sol-
diers carrying out construc-
tion on a road stretch
through the disputed Dolam
Plateau (Donglang or Dok-
lam), triggering the con-
frontation. In response,
Chinese authorities denied
entry to pilgrims for Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra via the
Nathua La pass. 

Former Army chief Gen.
Shankar Roychowdhury told
The Hindu that such incid-
ents were not new and date
back to 1967 when the first

such clash took place at
Nathu La between Indian
and Chinese troops. “This is
a flashpoint. These take
place from time to time,”
Gen. Roychowdhury said.
However, he said the ques-
tion to ask is why are such
incidents taking place with
such frequency. “Is it be-
cause our Prime Minister is
perceived to be too close to
the U.S. or is it to assist its
best ally Pakistan? Or is it a
combination of all these
factors plus history. Add to
that is the fact they have
turned the pilgrims away.”

‘Keeping India engaged’
A recently retired Army of-
ficer who has served on the
Sikkim border with China
said he too believed that the
timing of the Chinese action,
not just in provoking a bor-
der standoff but to send
back Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra pilgrims, was a diplo-
matic message to coincide
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to the U.S.

Brig. Gurmeet Kanwal,
Distinguished Fellow, Insti-
tute for Defence Studies and
Analyses, said these incid-

ents were a continuum of
maintaining stability at a
strategic level while “keep-
ing India engaged at the tac-
tical level through political,
diplomatic and military
means.” He said the standoff
would take sometime but
would be resolved.

“It could be said to be
Chinese manifestation of the
choices India has made in
the recent past,” he said in
the context of the recent dis-
putes between the two
countries and the timing of
the incident.

Army sources pointed out
that the standoff at the In-
dia-China-Bhutan tri-junc-
tion was not unprecedented.
“It is almost an annual af-
fair,” one officer who had
served there said. 

“The Chinese believe that
the Dolam Plateau belongs
to them, and have been con-
structing a road through the
disputed area to Bhutan for
a long time,” he pointed out.

And the present standoff
must also be seen against re-
cent diplomatic unease
between the two sides, in-
cluding India’s stand on the
Belt and Road Initiative.

Josy Joseph

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

Freezing ties: A ile photo of soldiers near the India-China trade route at Nathu La, north of Gangtok. * REUTERS

Amid a standoff in the
Sikkim sector of the border,
China on Wednesday
warned India that future vis-
its of its pilgrims to Kailash
Mansarovar through the
Nathu La pass will depend
on whether it will “correct
its errors.”

Beijing also termed the
construction of a road in the
Sikkim sector of the Sino-In-
dia border as “legitimate”,
asserting that it was being
built on Chinese territory
that neither belongs to India
nor Bhutan and no other
country had the right to
interfere.

‘Indisputable territory’
“Donglang is part of China’s
territory. This is indisput-
able. The Donglang area be-
longed to China since an-
cient times and it doesn’t
belong to Bhutan,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang told the media here.

“India wants to raise an is-
sue with this part. I should
say it doesn’t belong to
Bhutan, nor it belongs to In-
dia. So we have complete
legal basis for this. Chinese
construction of the road pro-
ject is legitimate and normal
action on its territory. No
other country has the right

to interfere,” he said, while
replying to a question. 

Mr. Lu defended China’s
decision to shut the Nathu
La pass for Indian pilgrims,
saying that China had agreed
to open the route as the
boundary there had been
delineated with the consent
of both the countries.

“For a long time, China
provided great conveniences
to the pilgrims. Based on the
consensus between the two
countries’ leaders, and on
the fact that the Sikkim sec-
tor boundary is delineated
and recognised by the two
countries, the Chinese side
in 2015 opened the Nathu La
pass for Indian pilgrims,” he
said. 

For two years it worked
well and in fact this year also
the Chinese authorities had
prepared for the reception

of Indian pilgrims and in-
formed the Indian side
about it, Mr. Lu said. “The
suspension of the same is an
emergency response to the
situation there. I want to
stress that the resumption of
entry to pilgrims through
the Nathu La pass requires
necessary atmosphere and
conditions, he said. “when
or whether India will correct
its errors,” Mr. Lu said.

China also hinted that In-
dia was objecting to its ef-
forts to build the road in
Donglang area of the Sikkim
sector on behalf of Bhutan,
which does not have any
diplomatic ties with Beijing. 

Taking a dig at India, Mr.
Lu said Bhutan is a recog-
nised sovereign country. “If
any third party interferes, it
is disrespect of the sover-
eignty of Bhutan,” he said.

Press Trust of India

Beijing

Nathu La entry only if India
‘corrects its errors’: Beijing

India must be ‘taught the
rules’, says Chinese daily 
BEIJING

China must force the Indian

troops to retreat “by all

necessary means” and New

Delhi must be “taught the

rules”, the Chinese State-run

daily Global Times said on

Wednesday amid a standoff

along the Sino-India border in

Sikkim. “It remains unclear

whether this flare-up is the

fault of low-level Indian

troops or a tentative

strategic move made by the

Indian government,” the

op-ed piece said. PTI

China launches biggest
destroyer ship 
BEIJING

China’s Navy on Wednesday

launched its biggest new

generation destroyer

weighing 10,000 tonnes as

part of the Communist giant’s

ambitious plans to become a

global naval power. The new

destroyer, domestically

designed and built, was

launched in Shanghai. It is

equipped with new air

defence, anti-missile, anti-

ship and anti-submarine

weapons, Xinhua reported. PTI

China on Wednesday put up
a strong defence of its all-
weather ally Pakistan,
saying it was at the
frontlines of the fight
against terrorism, a day
after India and the U.S.
asked Islamabad to rein in

cross-border terror. “ The
international community
should give full recognition
and affirmation to Pakistan’s
efforts in this regard,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said
here. “Pakistan stands at the
frontlines of the counter
terrorism fight,” Mr. Lu said.

Pak. gets pat on back
Press Trust of India

Beijing

One more farmer committed
suicide in Chhattisgarh on
Tuesday taking the total
number of suicides to 11 in
two weeks.

“Fuleshwar Paikara from
Sitapur in Sarguja district
killed himself due to excess-
ive debt,” said Sanket
Thakur, convener committee
member of Chhattisgarh
Kisan Mazdoor Sangh.

Agriculture Minister Brij-
mohan Agrawal on Tuesday
refused to link these suicides
to agrarian reasons inviting
criticism from the farmers’
body and the opposition.

The Sangh, which held a
meeting in Raipur on Wed-
nesday, issued a seven-day
ultimatum to the minister to
visit the villages of all the sui-
cide victims to find out if the
reasons were non-agrarian.

“The government is show-

ing apathy towards the farm-
ers by refusing to acknow-
ledge their suicides. The
administrative machinery is
busy in denying that these
suicides took place because
of agrarian reasons and
debt,” the Sangh said in a
statement. 

Meanwhile, the Congress
on Wednesday claimed that
all its investigation commit-
tees, formed to inquire into
each suicide in two weeks,
have concluded that all 11
farmers were reeling under
excessive debt.

“The situation of the

farmers went from bad to
worse at the time of demon-
etisation. We demand that
the family members of the
farmers, who have commit-
ted suicide, should be given
compensation of ₹1 crore. All
the debts of the farmers and
their electricity bills should
be waived off and they
should be given paddy bonus
of the last three years,” said
Chhattisgarh Congress
spokesperson Bhujit Doshi.

However, BJP spokesper-
son Shivratan Sharma
claimed that the government
is providing zero% interest
loans and 24-hour free elec-
tricity to the farmers. “The
State is concerned about the
issues of the farmers and we
regret the untimely deaths.
Proper action will be taken
once the government’s in-
quiry into the suicides is
complete,” said the
spokesperson.

7-day ultimatum to Minister
as one more farmer ends life 
Congress claim its inquiry panels have found excessive debt behind suicides 

All ears: State Congress president Bhupesh Baghel with the
family members of victims in Chhattisgarh on Wednesday. *

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Pavan Dahat

Nagpur

Suspended Congress dis-
trict president of Meerut
Vinay Pradhan resigned
from the party on Wednes-
day and said party vice-
president Rahul Gandhi
will always “remain” a
“Pappu”. 

On June 13, U.P. Con-
gress Committee chief Raj
Babbar removed Mr. Pra-
dhan for calling Mr. Gandhi
a “Pappu” on the party’s
local WhatsApp group. He
had praised Mr. Gandhi
while addressing him as
“Pappu”. 

Mr. Pradhan told The

Hindu on Wednesday that
he was not given “a fair
hearing by the leadership
before being stripped of all
party posts”. 

Cong leader
resigns after
‘Pappu’ jibe
Staff Reporter

MEERUT

A mob of over 100 people
attacked a man and
thrashed him badly, sus-
pecting him to be involved
in slaughtering a cow. 

The animal’s carcass
was found near his house
in Giridih district, the po-
lice said. 

The mob attacked the
man’s house in Barieya vil-
lage last night, police offi-
cials said. He was rescued
by the police and admitted
to a local hospital, they
said.

Jharkhand Inspector
General of Police
(Headquarters) Ashish
Batra said that the exact
reason for the mob viol-
ence could not be immedi-
ately ascertained as the in-
cident was being
investigated.

Mob thrashes
man over cow 

Press Trust of India

GIRIDIH 

After his tour of Portugal,
the U.S., and the Nether-
lands, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is embarking on
a two-day visit to Gujarat
from Thursday. Mr. Modi is
scheduled to visit
Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Gandh-
inagar and Modasa to attend
events. “The Prime Minister
will visit Aji Dam in Rajkot,
which is being filled with
Narmada water for the first
time, and attend a govern-
ment camp to distribute as-
sistive devices to over
18,000 people,” said Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani.

Mr. Modi will lead a 10-
km road show from the air-
port to Aji Dam. The city has
been decked up, and over
1,000 State transport buses
are being hired to bring

people from villages for the
PM’s events.

On Thursday, before pro-
ceeding to Rajkot, Mr. Modi
will visit Sabarmati Ashram,
which is celebrating its cen-
tenary year, and release a
commemorative coin and
postal stamp on Shrimad
Rajchandra, the spiritual
guru of Mahatma Gandhi.

On Friday, the Prime Min-
ister will visit Modasa town
to inaugurate two water
supply projects worth ₹552
crore for tribal areas. He will
then head to Gandhinagar
to inaugurate the three-day
International Textile Confer-
ence and Exhibition at Ma-
hatma Mandir Convention
Centre.

In the evening, he will ar-
rive in Ahmedabad and ad-
dress youths at a pro-
gramme in Maninagar. 

Modi on two-day visit
to Gujarat from today 
Special Correspondent

Ahmedabad
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French government to
introduce labour reform
PARIS

President Emmanuel

Macron’s government is

launching an efort to

redesign French labour rules,

one of the most important

and divisive promises of his

presidency. A draft labour

law is being presented at a

Cabinet meeting on

Wednesday. It hopes to

tackle unemployment,

Labour Minister Muriel

Penicaud said. AP

ELSEWHERE

Brexit to blow €20 bn
hole in EU budget 
BRUSSELS

Britain’s withdrawal from the

EU could leave the remaining

27 nations with a €20-billion

hole in their budget to ill, EU

budget commissioner

Guenther Oettinger said,

calling on the bloc to improve

eiciency of its spending in

the wake of Brexit in March

2019. AFP

Shias take their protest
to Islamabad
ISLAMABAD

Battered by bombings that

have killed scores of people,

Pakistan’s Shia Muslims on

Wednesday took their

protests to the Pakistani

capital. Meanwhile,

thousands have been staging

daily sit-ins the Shia Kurram

tribal region. AP

Qataris hire Swiss to 
sue Gulf ‘siege’ states 
DOHA

A top Qatari human rights

group said on Wednesday it

will employ Swiss lawyers to

seek compensation for those

impacted by the decision of

Gulf nations to cut ties with

the emirate. “We’ll be

coordinating to start legal

action with those afected by

these sanctions,” rights panel

chairman said. AFP

Venezuela’s army has been
put on alert after four gren-
ades were hurled at the Su-
preme Court from a heli-
copter, President Nicolas
Maduro said on Tuesday, in a
potentially dramatic escala-
tion of the violence gripping
the oil-rich South American
country.

The helicopter assault
comes a day after Mr. Ma-
duro announced the arrests
of five opponents he accused
of plotting against him to
clear the way for a U.S. inva-
sion. 

The government identi-
fied the helicopter pilot as a
former member of
Venezuela’s main police
force, known as the CICPC.
The rogue police officer is
also an action film star who
paints himself as a James
Bond-cum-Rambo figure on
social media. The Maduro
government said Oscar Perez
is a strapping pilot, diver and
parachutist.

In a social media video,
Perez said he was fighting a
tyrannical, vile government.
Perez, 36, directed and
starred in a 2015 Venezuelan
action movie called Suspen-
ded Death about the rescue
of a kidnapped business-
man, which includes scenes
of him firing a rifle from a
helicopter and emerging
from water in scuba gear.

He has an unusually pub-
lic profile for the usually
tight-lipped and secretive in-
vestigative police.

Around 15 shots were fired
at the Interior Ministry, Mr.
Maduro said. No one was
hurt in the incident, he said. 

“I have activated the en-
tire armed forces to defend
the peace,” he said in re-
marks from the Miraflores
presidential palace. “Sooner
or later, we are going to cap-
ture that helicopter and
those that carried out this
terror attack,” the President
said. 

Mr. Maduro called on the
Opposition MUD alliance to

denounce the attack but one
of its leaders, Freddy
Guevara, tweeted that there
was not yet enough informa-
tion to comment.

Protest rallies 
Mr. Guevara urged people to
take part in anti-government

rallies on Wednesday — the
latest in nearly three months
of daily streets protests that
have left 76 people dead.

Photos circulating on so-
cial media showed a heli-
copter flying over Caracas
with a banner that read “350
Freedom” — alluding to a

constitutional clause re-
cently invoked by the Oppos-
ition to assert the Maduro
government’s lack of
legitimacy.

The photos showed two
people on the chopper, one
with his face covered with a
mask and the other with it
visible. Videos on social me-
dia showed a man who iden-
tified himself as a CICPC de-
tective and said he was
fighting tyranny, wants Mr.
Maduro to resign and for
Venezuela to hold early
elections.

Earlier on Tuesday, Mr.
Maduro repeated claims of a
U.S.-backed coup attempt
and angrily warned Presid-
ent Donald Trump that
Venezuela would fight back
against such a move.

“If Venezuela were
dragged into chaos and viol-
ence... we will fight,” Mr. Ma-
duro bellowed in a speech to
supporters. If a coup preven-
ted his side fulfilling his con-
tested reform plans, he said,
“We will achieve it by arms”. 

Chopper attacks Venezuela top court
Helicopter pilot identiied as a former member of country’s main police force is also an actor

Taking control: Venezuela’s Bolivarian National Guard
soldiers enter the National Assembly building in Caracas
following the attack on Tuesday. * AP

Agence France-Presse

Caracas

President Donald Trump’s
former campaign chairman,
Paul Manafort, has re-
gistered with the Justice De-
partment as a foreign agent
for political consulting work
he did for a Ukrainian polit-
ical party, acknowledging
that he coached party mem-
bers on how to interact with
U.S. government officials. 

Mr. Manafort says in a
Justice Department filing on
Tuesday that his firm, DMP
International, received
more than $17 million from
the Party of Regions, the
former pro-Russian ruling
party in Ukraine, for con-
sulting work from 2012
through 2014. 

Mr. Manafort is the
second member of the
Trump campaign to register
as a foreign agent. In March,
former National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn re-
gistered with the Justice De-
partment for work his con-
sulting firm performed for a
Turkish businessman that
he said could have aided the
Turkish government. Both
registrations came after the
work had been completed. 

Lead the campaign
Mr. Manafort helmed Mr.
Trump’s campaign for about
five months until August
and resigned from the cam-
paign immediately after the
Associated Press reported on
his firm’s covert Washington
lobbying operation on be-
half of Ukraine’s ruling polit-
ical party. He is one of sev-
eral people linked to the
Trump campaign who are
under scrutiny by a special
counsel and Congressional
committees investigating
Russian meddling in the
2016 campaign and poten-
tial coordination with
Trump associates. 

Mr. Manafort has denied
any coordination with Rus-

sia and has said his work in
Ukraine was not related to
the campaign. 

The Washington Post first
reported Mr. Manafort’s re-
gistration and posted a copy
of his filing online on Tues-
day. The filing does not bear
the date and time stamps
showing that it has been
formally received by the
Justice Department’s FARA
unit. But Mr. Manafort’s
spokesman Jason Maloni
confirmed to several news
outlets that he had gone
through with the registra-
tion. 

Mr. Maloni did not re-
spond to phone calls or
emails from AP seeking
comment. 

Under federal law, people
who represent foreign polit-
ical interests and seek to in-
fluence U.S. public opinion
and policy are required to
register with the Justice De-
partment before they per-
form any work. Mr. Mana-
fort’s registration comes
more than three years after
he completed his work. 

The Justice Department
rarely prosecutes violations
of the Foreign Agents Regis-
tration Act. Instead, as in
Mr. Manafort’s case, they of-
ten work with lobbyists to
get in compliance. 

In addition to Mr. Mana-
fort, his deputy, Rick Gates,
also registered for the
Ukrainian political work.
Mr. Gates also served in the
Trump campaign. 

He got $17 million from Ukraine party 
Associated Press

Washington 

Paul Manafort

Manafort registers
as foreign agent 

Four former senior police-
men were among six people
charged on Wednesday over
the 1989 Hillsborough sta-
dium disaster in England
which killed 96 Liverpool
football supporters.

Prosecutors said there
was “sufficient evidence to
charge six individuals with
criminal offences” including
manslaughter by negli-
gence, perverting the
course of justice and mis-
conduct in public office.

Barry Devonside, whose
18-year-old son died in the
tragedy, was with other rel-

atives when the charges
were announced. “Every-
body applauded when it
was announced that the
most senior police officer on
that particular day will have
charges presented to him,”
he said.

The disaster left a deep
scar on Liverpool and Bri-
tain as a whole, leading to a
decades-long struggle by rel-
atives of victims to hold
those in authority to ac-
count. 

The disaster occurred on
April 15, 1989 during an FA
Cup semi-final between Liv-
erpool and Nottingham
Forest in Sheffield.

Police charged in U.K.
stadium disaster

Victims’ kin get justice after 28 years

Agence France-Presse

Warrington, United Kingdom

Millions of Nepalis voted on
Wednesday in the country’s
first local elections for two
decades, a key step in its
post-war transformation
from feudal monarchy to
federal democracy.

The government had de-
ployed troops and sealed the
border with India, fearing vi-
olence in Wednesday’s
second phase of voting. 

Estimated turnout
Police said a small bomb ex-
ploded in the west of the
country, but there were no
casualties and the polls
passed off peacefully.

Chief Election Commis-

sioner Ayodhee Prasad Ya-
dav estimated the voter
turnout at about 70.5%. The
polls began last month in
other parts of the nation but
were repeatedly delayed in
the southern plains, which
were shaken two years ago
by deadly ethnic protests. 

Voting was taking place
on Wednesday across
around half the country of
26 million people, including
large swathes of the south. 

The local elections are
supposed to be the final step
in the peace deal that ended
a 10-year civil war in 2006.
Since then the country has
suffered persistent instabil-
ity, cycling through nine gov-
ernments. The government

had repeatedly postponed
the polls in the south due to
objections from the local
Madhesi ethnic minority,
who say federal boundaries
laid out in a new national
constitution will leave them
under-represented in
Parliament.

Party to boycott
The Rastriya Janata Party-
Nepal, the main party rep-
resenting the Madhesi com-
munity, has said it will boy-
cott Wednesday's phase,
raising doubts about the le-
gitimacy of the vote. More
than 50 people died in 2015
when the Madhesi and
Tharu ethnic minorities took
to the streets.

First local elections in two decades passes of peacefully 

Agence France-Presse

Nepalgunj

Nepal holds crucial polls

Pope Francis has defrocked
an Italian priest found guilty
of the sexual abuse of
minors, reversing an earlier
decision to reduce his pun-
ishment, the diocese at the
heart of the scandal said on
Wednesday.

Mauro Inzoli, 67, was de-
frocked in 2012 after he was
first accused of paedophilia,
but that decision was re-
versed in 2014, when Pope
Francis ordered him to stay
away from minors and retire
to “a life of prayer and
humble discretion”.

On Wednesday the dio-
cese of Crema in northern
Italy said Pope Francis had
“ruled definitively” on May
20 that Inzoli — sentenced to
nearly five years in prison
last year for sex abuse —
would be stripped of his
clerical status. The priest,

dubbed “Don Mercedes” by
the press for his penchant
for luxury cars, was found
guilty by a Cremona court of
eight counts of sexual abuse
of children aged 12 to 16
years old between 2004 and
2008.

Pope Francis, who vowed
to take a “zero tolerance”
approach to clerical sex ab-
use, had faced heavy criti-
cism for overturning the de-
cision by his predecessor,
Pope Benedict, to defrock
Inzoli.

Pope defrocks priest
convicted of abuse 

Reverses decision to reduce penalty
Agence France-Presse

Rome

Pope Francis 

A Japanese budget airline
apologised on Wednesday
for forcing a wheelchair-
bound man to crawl up a
set of stairs to board his
flight.

Hideto Kijima, 44, was
returning earlier this
month to Osaka from a va-
cation when an Vanilla Air
employee told him that
company safety rules
banned anyone from carry-
ing him up the stairs.

The carrier, the budget
arm of All Nippon Airways,
did not have a lift at the
small airport to move dis-
abled passengers from the
tarmac up to the jet’s door.
Mr. Kijima, who is para-
lysed from the waist down
had to pull himself up
some 17 steps. 

“We’re sorry that we
caused him that hardship,”
a Vanilla Air spokesman
said.

Airline forces
disabled man
to take stairs
Agence France-Presse

Tokyo

Germany is set to legalise
same-sex marriage on Friday
after a heated coalition spat
sealed an election-year di-
vorce between Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s conservat-
ives and her centre-left gov-
erning partners.

The reform would grant
full marital rights, including
child adoption, to gay and
lesbian couples, who in Ger-
many are now only able to
enter so-called civil unions.

But even as the LGBT
community celebrated many
conservative politicians
were fuming. 

The speedy parliament-
ary vote before the summer
break was forced by Ms.
Merkel’s rivals who pounced
on her U-turn on same-sex
marriage she voiced in an

on-stage interview on
Monday evening.

Ms. Merkel had previously
opposed gay marriage with
adoption rights because of
concern about “the well-be-
ing of the children”.

The Chancellor now says
she favoured a vote on the is-
sue, at an undefined future
stage, in which all law-
makers could follow their

conscience rather than the
party line.

Ms. Merkel’s comments
were widely read as a tac-
tical move to deprive Oppos-
ition parties of a campaign
issue before September 24
elections.

Redline demand
Her coalition partners the
Social Democrats (SPD), as
well as the Greens, far-left
Linke and pro-business Free
Democrats, have declared
same-sex marriage as a red-
line demand and condition
for entering into any future
coalition.

By signalling that she was
open on the issue, Ms.
Merkel kept the door open
to various alliance options
for her Christian Democrats
(CDU) and its Bavarian sister
party the CSU.

Chancellor’s rivals attacked her U-turn on the issue 

Agence France-Presse

Berlin

Angela Merkel

Gay marriage push
divides Merkel’s coalition

Time Magazine said on Wed-
nesday it has asked the
Trump Organization to take
down a mock front cover
celebrating Donald Trump’s
business record that is on
display in several of the
President’s golf clubs.

Spotted by scribe 
A Washington Post journalist
spotted the Time cover dur-
ing a visit to one of the clubs
and, after investigating, re-
ported that it was a fake,
and was framed on the walls
of at least four other venues.

“TRUMP IS HITTING ON
ALL FRONTS . . . EVEN TV!”
screams the headline of the
cover dated March 1, 2009,
with a subhead reading:
“Donald Trump: The ‘Ap-
prentice’ is a television
smash!” According to a
spokeswoman for the U.S.

magazine, Time has asked
the Trump Organization,
currently run by the Presid-
ent’s adult sons, to take
down the covers.

The President has been at
loggerheads with much of
the U.S. media since last
year’s campaign, accusing
them of peddling “fake
news” about him.

Take down fake covers,
Time tells Trump group 

On display at U.S. President’s golf clubs 

Agence France-Presse

New York

The mock cover celebrates
Donald Trump’s business
record. * THE WASHINGTON

POST/GETTY IMAGES
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1580.05. . . . . . . . . 1.50

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364.50. . . . . . . . -3.20

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 245.65. . . . . . . . . 4.90

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1109.15. . . . . . -25.00

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 671.55. . . . . . . . . 1.60

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 492.00. . . . . . . . -0.85

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2777.05. . . . . . . . -2.25

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 155.60. . . . . . . . . 0.75

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 377.20. . . . . . . . . 5.75

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23309.05. . . . . . . 61.55

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616.70. . . . . . . . . 4.65

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 536.85. . . . . . . . . 2.20

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245.75. . . . . . . . . 1.40

Dr. Reddys Lab . . . . . . .. . . . 2651.75. . . . . . . . -1.35

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27224.85. . . . . 563.80

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 356.05. . . . . . . . -3.65

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 848.40. . . . . . . . . 8.20

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1629.00. . . . . . -22.05

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1666.45. . . . . . . . -1.20

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3688.45. . . . . . . . -6.75

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189.85. . . . . . . . . 2.10

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1090.00. . . . . . . . -2.10

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1075.15. . . . . . . . -4.85

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.35. . . . . . . . . 2.45

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1490.65. . . . . . . . . 0.50

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 376.45. . . . . . . . . 3.15

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 924.70. . . . . . . . -2.35

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 387.15. . . . . . . . -3.25

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308.35. . . . . . . . -4.00

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 972.20. . . . . . . . -2.55

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1703.25. . . . . . . . . 1.55

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1064.70. . . . . . . . . 2.35

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1356.05. . . . . . -14.25

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7225.05. . . . . . . 41.70

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.65. . . . . . . . . 1.75

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.10. . . . . . . . -1.85

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 207.60. . . . . . . . . 1.85

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1398.50. . . . . . -38.65

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276.40. . . . . . . . -3.25

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 545.45. . . . . . . . . 1.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 442.50. . . . . . . . . 0.20

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 274.35. . . . . . . . -2.20

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.65. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 520.60. . . . . . . . . 9.70

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2350.05. . . . . . . . . 7.20

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 392.25. . . . . . . 12.15

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3958.25. . . . . . . 80.35

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242.55. . . . . . . . . 5.40

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258.40. . . . . . . . . 1.85

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1449.70. . . . . . . 34.20

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 484.55. . . . . . . . -7.25

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

June 28 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.80. . . . . (41.40)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,777. . . . . (2,764)

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 28

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.35. . . . . . . 64.67

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 73.19. . . . . . . 73.55

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.50. . . . . . . 82.92

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.41. . . . . . . 57.70

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.46. . . . . . . . . 9.51

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 67.08. . . . . . . 67.42

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.46. . . . . . . 46.70

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 49.20. . . . . . . 49.44

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.97. . . . . . . 15.05

Source:Indian Bank
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The Centre on Wednesday
chalked out a possible
strategy to clear Air India’s
debt before inviting bids for
disinvestment of the na-
tional flag carrier. 

The move will include
forming a special purpose
vehicle (SPV) housing the
airline’s assets and a portion
of its debt and selling its
profit-making subsidiaries.

“The Civil Aviation Min-
istry had proposed forming
a SPV housing a substantial
portion of its working cap-
ital loan and assets,” a
senior ministry official said,
on the condition of anonym-
ity. “The sale of Air India’s
prime real estate assets will
help in meeting its liabilit-
ies,” the source said.

Air India has total debt of
about ₹52,000 crore which
comprises ₹22,000 crore as
aircraft loans and the rest as

working capital loans and
other liabilities.

Some of its prime real es-
tate properties include a
building at Nariman Point
and another at the old air-
port in Santa Cruz in Mum-
bai, freehold land in Chen-
nai’s Anna Salai, an office in
Baba Kharak Singh Marg in
Connaught Place in New
Delhi and freehold land and
buildings in Hyderabad.
However, the airline has
mortgaged some of these as
security with banks for
availing loans.

The Centre may also sep-
arately go for strategic disin-
vestment of Air India’s three
profit-making subsidiaries:
its MRO (maintenance, re-
pairs and overhaul) unit Air
India Engineering Services
Ltd., ground handling arm
Air India Transport Services
Ltd. and Air India Charters
Ltd., which operates Air In-
dia Express. 

Real estate key to sale
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

market watch

28-06-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 30,834 ddddddddddddd-0.40 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.55 ddddddddddddd-0.03

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,250 ddddddddddddddd0.30

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 47.14 ddddddddddddddd0.27

It’s back to the drawing
board for the six nuclear
plants worth about $20 bil-
lion that U.S.-based Westing-
house hoped to build in In-
dia following the Indo-U.S.
civil nuclear co-operation
deal. 

Westinghouse will need to
re-negotiate its pact with
Nuclear Power Corporation
of India Limited or NPCIL
and work out a new busi-
ness model for its India
plans, said sources aware of
the development.

While Westinghouse is go-
ing through a bankruptcy
procedure announced by its
Japanese parent Toshiba,
the source said that the com-
pany is confident that most
aspects of its operations in
the United States are profit-
able, if the market is walled-
off from ‘problem areas.’

“What this means is that
they need to negotiate a new
business model — moving
away from its original plan
to construct the first two
nuclear reactors for India it-
self,” the source pointed out.

New model
Westinghouse is working out
a new model with its lenders
under which they will
design the reactor and
provide consultations, but

Indian companies would be
entrusted with the actual
construction of the plant. A
process is underway to as-
certain who will do what in
the new business model and
which Indian companies
could be involved.

“The aspiration is that the
new model will be worked
out and the plan will be back
on track by next year, but
the timeline is flexible as the
deal has been so long in the
making already,” the source
said.

The U.S. Exim Bank that
was to finance the six nuc-
lear plants in India, would
still play a role in the new ar-
rangement, the source said.
The joint statement issued
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s meeting with U.S.
President Donald Trump
only has a reference to “re-
lated project financing” in
this context.

The U.S. irm to explore a new model to build 6 India plants

Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI

Westinghouse’s $20 billion
nuclear deal needs a reboot

The Income Tax Depart-
ment on Wednesday issued
a notification making it
mandatory for all those eli-
gible for an Aadhaar card
to link it to their Perman-
ent Account Number (PAN)
from July 1, 2017.

The notification also
said that the Aadhaar num-
bers must be submitted to
the Principal Director Gen-
eral of Income Tax (Sys-
tems) or the Director Gen-
eral of Income Tax
(Systems). However, the
notification did not specify
how this was to be done,
said Sonu Iyer, Tax Partner
and People Advisory Ser-
vices leader at EY India.

About 2.07 crore taxpay-
ers have already linked
their Aadhaar with PAN,
according to the govern-
ment. There are currently
about 25 crore PAN card
holders in the country and
115 crore Aadhaar holders.

Aadhaar-PAN
linkage must
from July 1
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Sri Lanka will soon kick-start
the process of setting up a
solar power plant in eastern
port town Trincomalee after
discussions with India,
which is partnering the Gov-
ernment in the initiative.

“The next step would be
to undertake a feasibility
study and do the ground-
work,” spokesman of the
Ministry of Power and Re-
newable Energy Sulakshana
Jayawardena told The Hindu

on Wednesday.
In April this year, the gov-

ernments of Sri Lanka and
India signed a Memorandum
of Understanding, for co-
operation in a host of devel-
opment projects including
the setting up of a Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) plant in
suburban Colombo and a
solar power plant in Sampur,
Trincomalee.

“We have the required
land to set up the 50 MW
solar plant envisaged in the
MoU. We have to now work
out the process of executing
the project, in consultation
with India,” Mr. Jayawardena
said.

NTPC venture
Sri Lanka had initially
planned to set up a coal
power plant in Sampur,

through an international
joint venture with India’s Na-
tional Thermal Power Cor-
poration. However, in
September 2016 the Power
Ministry scrapped the pro-
ject citing environmental
concerns.

A month later, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi met
President Maithripala Siris-
ena in Goa, on the side-lines
of the BRICS summit, where

he flagged the possibility of
New Delhi partnering
Colombo in LNG and green
energy projects.

Sampur, where the solar
plant is set to come up, is
located in the strategically
important port town of Trin-
comalee, on the north-east-
ern coast of the island. India
and Sri Lanka have agreed to
jointly operate a world war-
era oil storage facility in the
town, with the aim of devel-
oping it into a regional petro-
leum hub.

The proposed solar power
plant is in line with Soorya
Bala Sangramaya (Battle for
Solar Energy), an initiative
that President Sirisena
launched last year to add
220 MW of solar power to Sri
Lanka’s energy grid by 2020.
Currently, the island relies
heavily on thermal sources
that meet over 70 per cent of
the country's energy needs. 

Sri Lanka, India to set up solar unit soon
Plans to undertake a feasibility study and do the groundwork for the project

Meera Srinivasan

Colombo

Battle for Solar: The 50 megawatt unit will come up at 
Sampur in Trincomalee.

Petroleum Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on Wednes-
day introduced a new oil and
gas block licensing policy
that is expected to open up
2.8 million square kilometres
of sedimentary basins to ex-
ploration and production
activities.

The Minister was speaking
at the inauguration of the
government’s Open Acreage
Licensing Policy (OALP) and
the National Data Repository. 

The lack of seismic sedi-
mentary basin data had been
hampering the oil and gas
exploration and production
sector, the minister said,
adding that 52% of India’s
sedimentary basins had not
been appraised as yet.

The National Data Reposit-
ory was expected to improve
this situation, he said.

Option to select
The OALP, a part of the gov-
ernment’s Hydrocarbon Ex-
ploration and Licensing

Policy (HELP), gives explora-
tion companies the option to
select the exploration blocks
on their own, without having
to wait for the formal bid
round from the Government.
The company then submits
an application to the govern-
ment, which puts that block
up for bid.

The new policy will open
up 2.8 million square kilo-
metres of sedimentary
basins for exploration and
eventual production. Mr Pra-

dhan said that initially the
applications and related bids
for the blocks would be held
twice a year —in January and
July — but said this could be-
come more frequent as the
industry becomes used to
the new model.

“OALP is a fundamental
shift and a very transformat-
ive step in India's E&P his-
tory,” Sudhir Mathur, Acting
CEO of Vedanta Cairn Oil and
Gas said. “This policy reiter-
ates GoI’s commitment to re-

duce administrative & regu-
latory burden, thus
enhancing ease of doing
business.”

“A single license to ex-
plore all forms of hydrocar-
bons, no oil cess, reduced
rates of royalty are just few
of the many enabling provi-
sions which will stimulate in-
vestments in the sector,” Mr.
Mathur added. “This de-
cision will go a long way to-
wards reducing import de-
pendence and achieving
India's quest for energy
security.”

Investment appetite
Mr. Pradhan added that the
recently-concluded dis-
covered small field (DSF) bid
round, though small, was en-
couraging as it gave an in-
sight into the investment ap-
petite of the sector.

“The new policy environ-
ment has already started at-
tracting investment into In-
dia’s upstream sector, which
could help reduce imports
and increase the share of gas

in the country's energy mix,”
Chandrajit Banerjee, Dir-
ector General, Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry said.

During his speech, Mr.
Pradhan said that his Min-
istry was working on devel-
oping a gas trading hub to
support a robust marketing
network.

“Steps should be taken to
develop a South-East Asian
natural gas hub in India,
which would provide a fair
price for domestic natural
gas through gas-on-gas com-
petition and help eliminate
price vulnerabilities arising
from the oil-indexed nature
of LNG import contracts,”
Mr. Banerjee said.

“About 52% of India’s sedi-
mentary basins are unap-
praised, with the last ap-
praisal taking place 25 years
ago,” Mr. Pradhan said dur-
ing his speech. “The lack of
seismic sedimentary basin
data was hampering the ex-
ploration and production
(E&P) sector of the oil and
gas industry.”

Govt. unveils new hydrocarbon policy
Open acreage rules may enable exploration of 2.8 million square kilometres of sedimentary basins

Slick move: The decision is expected to help cut import
dependence and aid India's quest for energy security.

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Niti Aayog has suggested
creation of regulators for
coal as well as oil and gas. 

“Coal and upstream pet-
roleum sectors have lacked
independent, statutory reg-
ulators. Due to several reas-
ons, including strong pres-
ence of PSUs and limited
number of private operat-
ors, it was so far not found
useful to place the latter in
position,” it said in a draft
National Energy Policy. 

“But, now with increased
private activity, the time is
appropriate,” it said in the
new licensing policy un-
veiled on Wednesday. 

“Ideally, there ought to
be a single regulator to gov-
ern the energy market,” the
Aayog said, pointing out
that in India, the market has
not fully developed. 

Hence, the regulators
need to devote considerable
attention to development of
supply. “And looking to the
large inherent complexities
in different fuel sources, it is
pertinent that there ought
to be sectoral regulators,”
the NITI Aayog said. 

The think-tank said that
at the level of electricity, all
fuels ultimately converge
into a common product
which is rightly governed by
a single regulator. 

Niti Aayog moots new
regulator for coal, gas 

‘Energy market not fully developed’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

SAIC Motor Corporation,
China’s largest automobile
company with annual rev-
enue of $100 billion, has an-
nounced plans to enter the
Indian market, which is pro-
jected to be among the top
three automobile markets in
the world by 2020. 

The company also an-
nounced the formation of
MG Motors India, a 100%
subsidiary, for commencing
its Indian operations. Pro-
duction is slated in 2019.

The location of the manu-
facturing facility has not
been finalised, but it was

most likely to come up in
western India. General Mo-
tor India’s closed down
plant at Halol is one of the
locations under considera-
tion, analysts said. The Ma-
harashtra government is ne-
gotiating with SAIC to start a
greenfield plant at Aur-
angabad. The company said
it would announce the
product strategy later.

MG brand
SAIC Motor said it would de-
liver environment-friendly
mobility solutions in India
under the “MG” (Morris Gar-
ages) brand in India. The MG
brand originated as an

iconic British Racing Sports
Brand in 1924. SAIC ac-
quired the MG brand and its
businesses in 2008. 

SAIC was likely to intro-
duce electric cars in India
which would compete with
Mahindra & Mahindra. “The
entry of SAIC Motors into In-
dia will intensify competi-
tion and existing players will
have to defend their turf by
reworking their strategy.
There would be pressure on
margins. The entry indicates
that the India market is still
attractive despite the exit of
some players,” said Abdul
Majeed, Partner & Automot-
ive Leader, PwC. 

Forms subsidiary MG Motors India to start operations

Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

China’s SAIC enters India, 
to produce cars by 2019
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IN BRIEF

Mindtree board nod for
₹270 cr. buyback plan 
NEW DELHI

Mid-sized IT irm Mindtree
on Wednesday said its
Board had approved a
buyback plan of ₹270 crore.
Mindtree will buy back up
to 43.2 lakh shares,
comprising 2.5% of the
total paid up equity share
capital at a price of up to
₹625 per equity share, it
said in a regulatory iling.
The aggregate amount for
the buyback is pegged at
₹270 crore. “The buyback
would be carried out via the
tender ofer route...,” the
company said. PTI

With an increase in
awareness about insurance,
that got a fillip from
demonetisation and the
consistent growth in GDP, an
upswing in the business is
projected to continue. Private
life insurers envisage strong
business growth. In an
interview, Pankaj Razdan,
Managing Director and CEO,
Birla Sun Life Insurance
(BSLI) explains the growth
strategy for private life
insurers. Edited excerpts:

How has the journey
been for Birla Sun Life
Insurance in the past five
years?
■ For Birla Sun Life
Insurance (BSLI), the last
five years have been about
increasing the customer
trust surplus, strong focus
on customer-centric
innovations and creating
sustainable growth through
productivity. 

Riding on unique
solutions and offerings,
technological innovations,
strong distribution model
based on the CPS (Capacity,
Productivity and
Sustainability) framework
and keeping protection
counselling at its core, the
company has been
strengthening its position in
the market year-on-year.

In FY17 BSLI grew at 35%
with quarter-on-quarter
growth (individual business)
of 54% and 44% in Q3 and
Q4 respectively. 

The company also
successfully came closer to
understand the customer
mindset and set trends in
policy buying and selling
leading to an improvement
in the 13th month
persistency to 70.5% this
year against 63.5% last year
and 58% in FY14. 

This also led to reduction
in complaints by 39% in
FY17.

BSLI witnessed the
contribution from the
traditional business growing
to 70% as compared to 63%
a year earlier. It focused on
value-driven growth while
creating a digitally robust
organisation to continue to
drive superior customer
experience at lower cost
over the last five years.

Most of the insurance
companies are reworking
their business model.
What is BSLI’s strategy to
stay competitive?
■ Our focus to stay
competitive has been by
driving value-accretive
growth and enhancing
customer trust surplus. 

We have shifted our
stance from selling to
counselling which involves
understanding the need of
the customers better.

The process of
counselling is through a self
discovery process which
ultimately led to trust
surplus amongst customers.
This has been achieved by
creating a design and
innovation team internally

which looks at every
individual problem and has
a design approach to create
solutions which are long
lasting and sustainable.

All this method, once
used, helped us to garner
sustainable growth led by
improvement in
productivity.

BSLI has reduced its
headcount in the past few
years, what is the
scenario now and how
has it helped growth?
■ The company has adopted
a ‘trust-based model’ to
attain sustainable growth
riding on productivity. Here
every individual is focused
on delivering an outcome
desired and needed by the
customer. 

This has led to increase in
the customer trust surplus
and persistency for all our
business lines.

We are focused on
growing our business both
quantitatively and
qualitatively. 

Therefore, the focus is on
hiring quality advisors and
investing highly on their
training and hand-holding
them to help them emerge
as successful life insurance
counsellors. 

We are also looking to
hire a large pool of women
advisers through our special
recruitment campaign for
women under the aegis of
‘swaabhimaan.’ 

The company has
achieved productivity
growth at more than 50%
for proprietary channels. 

With approximately 30%
reduction in branches and
40% reduction in people,
the company has grown
over 35% last year which
clearly shows that the
productivity has gone up
immensely.

‘We have shifted from

selling to counselling’
Insurer also looking to hire a large pool of women advisers

Oommen A. Ninan

INTERVIEW | PANKAJ RAZDAN

<> We have adopted a

‘trust-based model’

to attain

sustainable growth

TVS Motor Company has
signed a pact with Abans
Auto, a leading distributor in
Sri Lanka.

The partnership will facil-
itate the Chennai-based com-
pany to sell TVS King, the
200 cc passenger three-
wheeler, in the island nation.
The tie-up will help TVS Mo-
tor to leverage the network
of Abans Auto (which com-
prises over 200 showrooms). 

TVS Motor will also ap-
point dealers in strategic loc-
ations around Sri Lanka.
Abans Finance, a wing of the
Sri Lankan firm, will provide
fund assistance at affordable
rates to customers of TVS
Motor.

TVS King is a three-
wheeler which combines
power, style, comfort and
mileage. “TVS King has an
electric-start option. This re-

duces driver’s fatigue. The
vehicle has a better head and
legroom in the passenger
compartment. 

The suspension and the
seat are positioned so as to
optimise superior ride qual-
ity for a longer duration,”' ac-
cording to a company state-
ment. “Abans Group is a
trusted brand in Sri Lanka.

Their auto subsidiary, Abans
Auto, has an unrivalled dis-
tribution of 200 showrooms
and touch-points across the
country. Known for provid-
ing superior customer exper-
ience in sales and service, it
is an ideal platform for TVS
King to gain acceptance in
the country,”' said R. Dilip,
senior vice-president (inter-

national business), TVS
Motor.

Behman Pestonjee, man-
aging director of Abans PLC,
felt TVS King was ideally
suited for Sri Lankan condi-
tions. “With an affordable
price, together with financial
assistance given to prospect-
ive buyers through Abans
Finance, we are confident
that it will market well in our
country.”

Central America
The alliance with Abans in
Sri Lanka comes close on the
heels of TVS Motor announ-
cing its foray into the Central
American market. 

It had announced a sales
and distribution tie-up with
Masesa (Mayor Servicios So-
cieda Anonima) as part of its
strategy to expand its pres-
ence in Central America,
Latin America, South-East
Asia and West Asia.

TVS in pact with Abans to sell
three wheelers in Sri Lanka
Alliance in island nation follows TVS Motor’s foray into Central American market

Across borders: Behman Pestonjee, MD of Abans PLC, said
TVS King was ideal for Sri Lankan conditions. 

K.T. JAGANNATHAN

CHENNAI

InFocus, which has a brand
licensing deal with contract
handset maker Foxconn, on
Wednesday said it would in-
vest $10 million in the In-
dian market as it aims to be
among the top five handset
players in three years.

It has set a target to sell
six million phones in its first
year of operations, eyeing
60% of its sales volumes
from feature phones. This is
InFocus’s second attempt to
grab a pie of the Indian mar-
ket and it plans to introduce
about 16 feature phones and
smartphones this year.

On Wednesday, the com-

pany unveiled a new smart-
phone called Turbo 5,
which will be available in
two versions — 2GB
RAM/16GB internal memory
for ₹6,999 and 3GB
RAM/32GB storage for
₹7,999. The device will go on
sale on Amazon from July 4.

InFocus is working with
partners like Dixon (for
smartphones) and MCM (for
feature phones) to make
devices in India. However,
by the end of August,
phones will be made at Fox-
conn’s facilities in India. The
company plans to hire
about 150 people to take its
total headcount to 200 by
the year-end.

InFocus aims $10 mn
spend on India market

Eyes irst-year sales of 6 mn handsets

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

An e-commerce platform for
promoting and marketing
diversified jute goods has
been unveiled.

Supported by the Na-
tional Jute Board, the ven-
ture aims to showcase and
source various non-tradi-
tional jute products directly
from the artisans and jute
craftsmen.

Jutekart.in will offer of-
fice as well as casual jute ac-
cessories online. The range
includes bags, folders, files.
The offer includes best
deals, timely delivery and
return policies. 

Brand Next, a website,

software and app develop-
ment outfit is offering the
platform with marketing
and promotional support
from the National Jute
Board. The payment gate-
way is being provided by
HDFC Bank.

“Jutekart.in is an effort to
promote and market jute
products for the global mar-
ket,” said Dipankar Mahato
Deputy Jute Commissioner.
Brand Next will be respons-
ible for the branding and
networking of diversified
jute products in European
and American markets. The
global market for jute shop-
ping bags has been estim-
ated at 500 billion pieces.

Jute accessories like
bags to be sold online

To be directly sourced from artisans

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Allahabad Bank seeks
to raise ₹2,000 crore 
KOLKATA

Allahabad Bank on
Wednesday obtained
shareholders’ nod to raise
equity capital aggregating
up to ₹2,000 crore through
different modes like QIP,
FPO or a rights issue. MD
and CEO Usha
Ananthasubramanian told
shareholders at the AGM
that the bank was fairly
placed given the business
growth and operating
environment. PTI

Wipro: Locals comprise
50% of U.S. workforce
BENGALURU

India's third largest IT
exporter Wipro Ltd. on
Wednesday said 50% of its
U.S. workforce comprises
locals. Over the past six
months it had hired more
than 1,600 employees by
nurturing local talent to
drive innovation. Wipro had
invested more than $2
billion in the U.S. over the
past decade. The
announcement comes at a
time when the U.S. is trying
to tighten visa regulations
and also other measures to
create jobs in the major
market for IT services. 
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BCCI acting-secretary Amitabh Choudhary spoke to The Hindu
on Wednesday about implementing the Justice Lodha Committee
reforms, ICC matters and Virat Kohli’s feud with Anil Kumble.

You and some like-
minded BCCI members
went to the Special
General Meeting on June
26 with hopes of
implementing the Lodha
Committee
recommendations in
some form. For the first
time since July 2016, the
BCCI gave the impression
some headway would be
made, but as it concluded,
you must have been
gutted.

■ Gutted? (laughs)…I like the
choice of the word...gutted.
To tell the truth, I would
have been the happiest if
some tangible progress had
been made. 

The BCCI has been
defiant, giving flimsy
reasons. Do you see the
order being accepted in
the immediate future?

■ I am trying my best, as an
individual, to see that my ef-
forts result in the BCCI mov-
ing forward in that direction.
I am not the only one trying.
The committee constituted
on Tuesday is meeting on
July 1. All these are indicators

of our determination to deal
with the subject in a forth-
right manner.

It appears some members
do not want to honour the
order

■ I really cannot compre-
hend how an order of the
highest court cannot be ac-
cepted. My view is that there
are difficulties that we must
submit before the honour-
able court. The purpose of
the SGM was that. The pur-
pose of the seven-member
committee is also for that; it
is seized of the matter and
will try its best.

Two BCCI SGMs, with 31
members, have met twice
and refused to implement
the order. The BCCI spent
nine hours at an SGM last
year. What is the seven-
member committee going
to look at?

■ In any system of gov-
ernance of policy-making, a
plenary body often leaves
the responsibilities of fram-
ing the body of thoughts to a
committee of its own. We are
actually in that process. As
one can make out from the

written document, the com-
mittee has been apprised
that it has to work expedi-
tiously and articulate the
points that need to be sub-
mitted before the highest
court.

What are the issues the
Board has found irritating

to implement?

■ I cannot put a finger on it.
It would be like pre-judging.
Genuinely, there could be
some points which the com-
mittee, and thereafter the
general body, would most
humbly bring before the Su-
preme Court. I am sure we

will get a hearing on that.

Justice Lodha has said
that members have made
positions in the BCCI as
permanent seats of power
and have asked them to
go…does that rankle?

■ India is a diverse country
and no two associations (in

the BCCI) are similar. It’s pos-
sible that in some associ-
ations there are people in
power for long periods of
time. There are different
thoughts on this matter. We
respect the thoughts ex-
pressed by the Lodha Com-
mittee and the order of the
SC.

Justice Lodha once said
that people in the BCCI
should do good work for
three years, go away and
let new people in...

■ That’s a thought. Every in-
dividual can genuinely think
and come up with sugges-
tions as to how he looks at a
particular subject. How the
committee will think I can-
not pre-judge. 

The Lodha Committee has
made some good observa-
tions. 

The recommendations are
a result of very hard work by
top judicial minds and there-
fore we have the highest re-
spect. 

I am sure something good
is going to come about.

Members have been in
power for multiple
decades. Is it an ideal
situation?

■ I may personally think
that very long tenures could
be good at one time and not
good some other time. It de-
pends on how those long ten-

ures have come about. I can-
not make a single flat
statement on whether a long
tenure is necessarily bad or
good.

Are people showing
interest in administration
because of the money
factor, especially in the
last 10 years, as States
receive big subsidies
every year?

■ I cannot comment on this.
But there could be some
people because of that. It
cannot be denied.

The Deloitte report has
pointed out the
shortcomings and flaws in
administration and how
money has been
misused...

■ It’s a good exercise. Yes-
…nobody can deny that. It’s
a step ahead on the learning
curve.

Many members have been
disqualified but they were
finding loopholes in the
SC order

■ Here, one is mixing an or-
der with what is not an or-
der. The disqualification or-
der applies to office-bearers. 

You said the BCCI is
satisfied with ICC matters,
governance and financial.
Has Shashank Manohar
(ICC chairman) been of
help?

■ The subject is best dealt if
individuals are not brought
in. Of the net surplus that the
ICC would generate in the
2016-2023 cycle, India (BCCI)
will get the largest share
(23%). I am satisfied and I
think the BCCI feels so. 

On the governance issues,
no constitution is con-
stant…it’s subject to changes.
Having said that, you cannot
compare today’s situation to
the past as you have 12 Test-
playing countries now.

You said you did not see
any smoke at your first
interaction with the
media before the
Champions Trophy. Was
there bad blood when
Kohli and Kumble met in
the presence of Rahul
Johri, M.V. Sridhar and
yourself after the final? 

■ I don’t want to add to that.
I think the term (bad blood)
is too sharp to comprehend
what has happened. It’s a
subject I won’t like to talk.
My job, like everyone in the
BCCI, is to find a solution
and not to talk about
problems.

‘I don’t understand how an SC order cannot be accepted’ 
BCCI acting-secretary ofers a candid opinion on the current state of afairs 

G. Viswanath

MUMBAI

INTERVIEW / AMITABH CHOUDHARY

On course: Amitabh Choudhary says the BCCI is determined to act on the Lodha Committee
recommendations at the earliest and is moving in that direction. * PTI 

<> We respect the

thoughts expressed

by the Lodha

Committee and the

order of the SC

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Wednesday added veteran
administrator Niranjan Shah
to the seven-member Spe-
cial Committee to chart a
roadmap for implementing
the Supreme Court-directed
reforms.

It may be noted that the
Supreme Court has barred
individuals above 70 years
of age and/or those who
have served more than nine
years as an office-bearer
either in a State association
or the BCCI to continue as
an office-bearer.

Shah, a constant in Saur-
ashtra Cricket Association
and BCCI for well over four
decades, is debarred on
both counts.

Shah, a former BCCI sec-
retary, has also been one of
the vocal critics of the pro-
posed reforms, especially
the eligibility criteria and
the one-State-one-vote
clause.

Playing it safe
However, on Wednesday, he
played it safe when asked
about his role in the
committee.

“I shall try and help the
other members out with my
experience and suggest
means on what best we can
do with regard to the Su-
preme Court order imple-
mentation,” Shah told The
Hindu, adding that he was
always supposed to be in the
committee.

The Hindu understands
that after Monday's SGM,
the N. Srinivasan-Anurag
Thakur faction had sugges-
ted a list which included
Shah, Arun Thakur (HP), G.
Ranga Raju (Andhra) and
Ranjib Biswal (Odisha).
However, most of them
were surprised to see the in-
clusion of Sourav Ganguly
and Rajeev Shukla, with the
latter appointed chairman.

“The acting secretary
(Amitabh Choudhary) is ar-
bitrarily taking such calls.
Anyway, the committee in it-
self is going to end up as
nothing but an eyewash,”
said a member of the com-
mittee, preferring
anonymity.

The committee has been
asked to suggest the future
course of action by July 10. If
the committee confirms that
it can suggest a plan of ac-
tion before the next Apex
court hearing on July 14, the
BCCI will have to convene
another general body meet-
ing before that date.

Niranjan Shah in
BCCI special panel 
Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

Niranjan Shah.
* FILE PHOTO K.R. DEEPAK

Chennai will host the final of
Vivo ProKabaddi League-5,
apart from the play-off/ elim-
inator matches while Mum-
bai will host another set of
playoff/ eliminators.

The 2017 edition will kick
off in Hyderabad with a con-
test between Telugu Titans
and Tamil Thalaivas on July
28. Super-Playoffs will be in-
troduced for the first time,
featuring the top three fin-
ishers in each group, divided
into qualifier and eliminator
games.

Tamil Thalaivas, one of
four new franchises, is
placed in Zone B. Debutant
UP Yodhas, Bengal Warriors,
Patna Pirates, Telugu Titans,
and Bengaluru Bulls com-
plete the group. 

Two other new entrants,
Haryana Steelers and Gu-
jarat Fortune Giants, are
placed in Zone A along with
U Mumba, Puneri Paltan,

Jaipur Pink Panthers and Da-
bang Delhi. 

Each of the 12 teams will
play 22 matches (15 with
rivals in the same zone and
seven across the zone).

The franchise-based tour-
nament, held across 12 cities
and in its fifth season, will be
conducted by Mashal Sports
and Star Sports and will con-
clude on October 28. 

Rahul Chaudhari and Ajay
Thakur will lead Titans and
Thalaivas in the opener. 

Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Chennai and Haryana are
the new venues.

Chennai to host inal 
Titans, Thalaivas to play the opener

PROKABADDI 

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI
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The teams

B Zone A
Haryana Steelers, Gujarat
Fortune Giants, U Mumba,
Puneri Paltan, Jaipur Pink
Panthers, Dabang Delhi.

B Zone B
Tamil Thalaivas, UP Yodhas,
Bengal Warriors, Patna
Pirates, Telugu Titans,
Bengaluru Bulls.
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If one has to go back nearly
two decades to find a win as
big as the one Ramkumar
Ramanathan had on Tuesday
after beating World No. 8
Dominic Thiem in the Anta-
lya Open, it speaks volumes
about the current state of In-
dian tennis.

But back in the 1970s and
80s, well before Leander
Paes and Ramesh Krishnan
had their own seismic wins,
Vijay Amritraj did it re-
peatedly, at the highest level,
beating the likes of Rod
Laver, Bjorn Borg, Jimmy
Connors and John McEnroe.

“I think Ramkumar’s win
is a terrific shot in the arm
for Indian tennis,” Vijay told
The Hindu on Wednesday.
“This is the kind of breakout
win we need to be able to get
our boys and girls up the
rankings and make them
compete where they should
be competing. The focus

needs to be on singles and
the focus needs to be on
these wins.”

It was 1973 when Vijay had
his first significant singles
success when he reached
two Major quarterfinals and
beat the legendary Laver
twice. 

In 1974 he beat Borg at the
US Open and in 1981, in the
Wimbledon quarterfinals, he
lost to Connors after being
two sets up. In fact against
Connors he had a more than
creditable win-loss record of
5-6.

“Mine was different,” Vi-
jay explained. “By 18, I won
the National championship
by beating [Ramanthan]
Krishnan. By 19, I was among
the world’s top players. At

one point I missed the World
Championship by one spot.
So that’s a lot different.

“But it obviously makes
you believe that you are not
just capable of having big
wins, but you belong in that
league. That’s important for
Ram because if you keep
playing Futures and Chal-
lengers your entire life, that’s
where you will end up being. 

“It was great to see him
battle through the qualify-
ing. Thiem was playing his
first match, but you need
such breaks against top play-
ers and when you get such
opportunities, you should be
able to cash in.”

Vijay hoped that the win
wouldn’t turn out to be a
flash in the pan. 

“You don’t want to be a
one win wonder. Getting to
the quarters is a good effort
and there is no reason why
he can’t get into the semis
when you can take out some-
body this good.” 

‘This is the kind of breakout win we need’ 

Evenly matched: Vijay Amritraj’s win-loss record against Jimmy
Connors is a creditable 5-6, but he let slip this 1981 Wimbledon
quarterinal after being two sets up. * THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES 

Vijay Amritraj says Indian tennis must focus on singles 
N. Sudarshan

BENGALURU <> [For Ramkumar], it

should be like ‘this is

fantastic, I’m good

enough to win the

tournament’

Ramanathan Krishnan, one
of the world’s best players in
the 1950s and 60s, said
Ramkumar Ramanathan’s
recent victory over Dominic
Thiem should be a confid-
ence-booster for the Chen-
nai boy. 

“I am so happy for
Ramkumar, I hope he does
well from here,” said the 80-
year-old Krishnan, who
scored multiple wins over
all-time greats Rod Laver
and Roy Emerson during the
course of a resplendent ca-
reer. 

Speaking about the signi-
ficant Indian victories he has
seen, Krishnan recalled
Premjit Lal’s defeats of four-
time Major champion
Manuel Santana (at Kent)
and two-time Slam winner

Fred Stolle (at Queen’s Club)
in 1966. In fact, Santana
went on to win Wimbledon
the same year.

Putting Ramkumar’s win
in perspective, Krishnan

said it is not uncommon to
see such upset victories.
“These things happen in ten-
nis. It is not rare. Thiem is
not going to lose his sleep
[after the loss], nor is he go-

ing to lose his confidence.
But for Ramkumar, it mat-
ters a lot,” said Krishnan. 

Krishnan’s son, Ramesh,
scored one of the biggest vic-
tories in Indian tennis his-
tory when he beat the then
World No. 1 Mats Wilander in
the second round of
Wimbledon in 1989. “I felt I
played my best,” said
Ramesh. “It was one of my
better matches. I was happy
that I could catch him on a
bad day.” 

What factors contribute
to such victories? Ramesh
said his triumph at the Auck-
land Open was the perfect
build-up to the Grand Slam,
giving him both confidence
and momentum. His time
working with Emerson in
Miami helped as well. “I was
also at my fittest then,”
Ramesh said.

Signiicant for Ramkumar: Krishnan 
Ramesh recalls his victory over then World No. 1 Wilander

K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Artists with an edge: Ramanathan Krishnan and son Ramesh
have beaten the best. * THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES 

Defending champion Andy
Murray’s indifferent form
of late did not prevent him
being named top seed for
Wimbledon for the first
time on Wednesday. 

The Championships run
from July 3 to 16. The 30-
year-old Scot and World
No. 1 will not face any of his
fellow members of the ‘Big
Four’ till the semifinals.

Novak Djokovic, Roger
Federer, and Rafael Nadal
are seeded in the top four.

Kerber leads field
Angelique Kerber of Ger-
many is the top seed in the
women’s section. 

Simona Halep, Karolina
Pliskova and Elina Svitolina
make up the top four.

Murray top
seed for the
irst time 
Agence France-Presse

London

Novak Djokovic passed his
first grass court test of the
season on Wednesday, de-
feating Canadian Vasek
Pospisil 6-4, 6-3 to reach
the ATP & WTA Eastbourne
International quarterfinals.

Important results: East-
bourne ATP & WTA Interna-
tional: Men: Second round:
Novak Djokovic bt Vasek Pos-
pisil 6-4, 6-3; Donald Young
bt Jared Donaldson 6-4, 7-5.
First round: Daniil Medvedev
bt Sam Querrey 6-3, 7-5; Mis-
cha Zverev bt Ryan Harrison
6-4, 7-6(9); Richard Gasquet
bt Francis Tiafoe 5-7, 7-6(4),
6-3.

Women: Second round: Si-
mona Halep bt Duan Ying-
Ying 3-6, 6-3, 6-2; Svetlana
Kuznetsova bt Mona Barthel
4-6, 7-5, 6-2; Kristina
Mladenovic bt Zhang Shuai
6-0, 6-4; Angelique Kerber bt
Kristyna Pliskova 4-6, 6-1,
7-5; Elena Vesnina bt Veronica
Cepede Royg 6-3, 6-3; Peng
Shuai bt Timea Bacsinszky 7-6
(7), 2-6, 6-4; Barbora Stry-
cova bt Garbine Muguruza
6-1, 6-0. 

ATP Antalya Open: Second
round: Marcos Baghdatis bt
Carlos Berlocq 6-4, 3-6, 7-5;
Andreas Seppi bt Janko
Tipsarevic 3-6, 6-4, 6-4; Yui-
chi Sugita bt David Ferrer 6-3,
3-6, 7-6(2). 

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Adil
Shamasdin & Leander Paes bt
Carlos Berlocq & Joao Sousa
6-1, 6-2; Oliver Marach &
Mate Pavic bt Purav Raja & Di-
vij Sharan 7-6(9), 6-7(4),
[10-4].

Djokovic
passes irst
grass test 
Agence France-Presse

Eastbourne

Fresh after a 35-run victory
over strong title contender
England in its opening
game of the ongoing Wo-
men’s Cricket World Cup,
India has displayed a swag-
ger and quick moves on the
field that make it look
ominous.

The Indian women are
ready to take on the bril-
liant yet erratic West Indies
on County Ground,
Taunton, on Thursday.

In the head to head re-
cords, India has a 5-0 ad-
vantage over the West In-
dies in World Cup ODIs
over a stretch of two dec-
ades — from 1993 to 2013.

Washout
On Wednesday, incessant
rain forced abandonment
of the match between New
Zealand and South Africa
without a ball being
bowled in Derby and the
teams split the points.

India meets
West Indies

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

IANS

New Delhi
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SUDOKU

O V E R E S T I M A T I O N

A A A A N M S O

B A C O N N O P R O B L E M

U I G A U R A A

S O L V E N T T R A M M E D

E L O L I

D W A R F R E A L I S T I C

T I I L T E

P R E S S G A N G Y E A S T

I H O R E

G O T O P O T R I P O S T E

M A L R I E I T

E U C H A R I S T R A N C H

N I T A H I T E

T A T T E R D E M A L I O N

Solution to puzzle 12045 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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In the Bhagavad Gita, the Lord proclaims the function of His
avatars thus: “Whenever dharma seems to wane under the
power of adharma, I incarnate in the world to protect the
good, destroy the evil and restore dharma. I discharge this
function from Yuga to Yuga.” Rama avatar fulfils all the re-
quired functions of incarnation, and Valmiki is keen to em-
phasise that in executing this tremendous task, Rama
emerges as the very dharma incarnate, pointed out Srimati
Jaya Srinivasan in a discourse. 

In the Ayodhya Kanda, there are many observations on
dharma by different people when Rama’s Pattabhishekam is
cancelled. Though Rama is strongly dissuaded by Laksh-
mana, Kausalya and by Dasaratha himself from accepting
Kaikeyi’s orders, He stays rooted in His dharma and says:
“Dharma, artha and kama, the first three of the four Purush-
arthas are to be followed by men, bearing the objective of
dharma in mind. That karma which is aligned to dharma has
to be initiated and followed.” 

Kausalya is distraught at the thought of Rama spending
life in the forest and of being separated from Him. But after
due counselling by Rama, she reconciles herself to His de-
parture and expresses her feelings in the form of the most
praiseworthy of benedictions. She prays that no evil should
befall Rama during his stay in the forest. She invokes the
grace of the benign gods and deities in all the quarters to
protect Him from a whole range of likely dangers. It is an ex-
haustive list comprising the rakshasas, pishachas, etc, as
well as by insects such as scorpion, cockroach, ants and
worms. Finally she says, “Go to the forest and uphold the
path of our forbears. That dharma which you uphold at all
times will certainly come to your protection.” 

In all the fourteen years, Rama is protected by the bene-
diction and prayer for protection by Kausalya.

FAITH

Incarnation of Dharma5 Not happy to get up, God! (4)

6 Dog will deliver, no regret

otherwise (6,9)

7 Opposition's taken light, she

earns her keep (2,4)

8 Quote Arden: "climbing will

make you sick" (6)

11 Shortage of peanut — regular

occurrence in Chennai,

perhaps (7)

14 He sauntered halfway and

came up to bowl (7)

16 Wine drinking wrong, it has

gotten worse (8)

17 Cheap travel — set off before

times overlapped (8)

19 He works like a dog — has left

for second job (6)

20 Wine shop, writer inds a way

to sneak in (6)

23 A Mexican agreement on

American continent (4)

12 Ornately designed felt cap (8)

13 Imagine going off without a

sign (6)

15 Famous TV show named

‘cardiac arrest' (6,6)

18 Son in New Delhi has a house,

go back... (4,1,7)

21 ...otherwise one drink for a

start (6)

22 Reckon it's an admission from

one dividing the property (8)

24 Blockheads told to free them

(3,5)

25 Sacred text inds a match (6)

26 One pursues this — the

ultimate goal is to catch a ish

(3,5)

27 Game played by girl — comes

in as alliance partner (6)

■ DOWN

1 One's graduated, but stupid (8)

2 Kind to take note, providing

sustenance (8)

3 I held all in, I look different,

most probably (2,3,10)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13

14

15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22

23

24 25

26 27

(set by Arden)

■ ACROSS 

1 Rigging return match, accept

defeat in short (6)

4 Boy from the irst family leaves

a mark on the capital (8)

9 One on the way to Kabul (6)

10 Breakdown when police are

called to take everything back

(8)
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Goalkeeper Sirigu 
joins Torino 
PARIS

Italian goalkeeper Salvatore

Sirigu has moved from French

top division club Paris Saint-

Germain to Italian club Torino

on a three-year contract and

is expected to take up the

No. 1 goalkeeper position for

the Serie A team. Sirigu, who

won four Ligue 1 titles with

PSG, made the move on

Tuesday. IANS

IN BRIEF

Durant congratulates
Westbrook 
NEW YORK

Russell Westbrook has

received congratulations on

his first NBA MVP award from

former Oklahoma City

teammate Kevin Durant.

Durant commented “Huge

congrats to Russell

Westbrook on MVP, that boy

went out there and was a

created player on 2k all

year... balled out. Gotta

respect it!” AFP

Geneva to host 
Davis Cup, Fed Cup inals
PARIS

Next year’s Davis Cup and

Fed Cup finals will be staged

together in Geneva as part of

sweeping changes to the

team tournaments, the

International Tennis

Federation (ITF) announced

on Wednesday. A new

combined season-ending

event, the World Cup of

Tennis finals, will be the

highlight of a series of

historic reforms aimed at

transforming the annual

national team competitions.

The Swiss city was selected

by the ITF board from a

shortlist of six candidates

across three continents that

included Copenhagen,

Istanbul, Miami, Turin and

Wuhan. 

Japan’s Verdy makes a
swoop for Totti 
TOKYO

Italian superstar Francesco

Totti, who recently made a

tearful farewell to Roma

after 25 years at his boyhood

club, is wanted by Japan’s

Tokyo Verdy. The J-League

second division side have

made an audacious offer to

the 40-year-old World Cup

winner, although it faces

competition from Major

League Soccer’s Miami FC

among others for Totti’s

signature. AFP

Confederations Cup: (semi-
final): TEN 2, Sony Six & Sony
Six HD, 11.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

Yashaswini Singh Deswal
and Anmol provided a mem-
orable finish to the Indian
campaign by clinching the
mixed team gold in air pistol
in the Junior World Shooting
Championship here on Wed-
nesday. Youth Olympics fi-
nalist Yashaswini had
clinched the junior women’s
gold earlier with a World
record.

In the mixed team com-
petition, which is being
tested after the confirmation
of its entry in the Tokyo
2020 Olympics, Yashaswini
and Anmol beat Russia 7-4
for the gold. 

The duo had earlier
topped the semifinals with
239.3 points, two points
ahead of Russia, while
France beat Korea 7-1 for the
third place.

India third

Earlier, in the 17-team com-
petition, in which some of
the countries fielded two
teams, India was placed
third with 478 points, one
point behind the leaders,
Latvia and Korea, while
France was fourth with 477.
Russia, Korea, Iran and
Czech Republic were the
other teams that qualified

for the semifinals.

The Indian mixed air rifle
team, however, missed the
bronze as it was beaten 7-3
by China.

Earlier on Tuesday,
Muskan had missed the ju-
nior women’s sports pistol
medal, but had helped the
team bag the bronze along
with Gauri Sheoran and
Chinki Yadav.

With three gold, two silver

and three bronze medals, In-
dia placed second in the
medals table behind China,
which topped with nine
gold, four silver and eight
bronze from among the 21
countries that won medals.

The results: Mixed team air
pistol: Final: India (Anmol,
Yashaswini Singh Deswal) bt
Russia (Alexander Petrov,
Nadezhda Koloda) 7-4; Third
place: France bt Korea 7-1.

Mixed team air rifle: Final:
Czech Republic (Filip Nepe-
jchal, Nikola Foistova) bt China
(Zhu Yingjie, Liu Yukun) 7-5;
Third place: China (Gao Ming-
wei, Zhang Changhong) bt India
(Arjun Babuta, Shreya Bandy-
opadhyay) 7-3. 

Junior women: 25m sports pis-
tol: 1. Cao Lija (Chn) 36 (577); 4.
Muskan 24 (578); 16. Chinki Ya-
dav 571; 34. Gauri Sheoran 562. 

Team: 1. China 1734 (WRJ); 2.
Thailand 1713; 3. India 1711.

Yashaswini, Anmol strike gold 
Duo takes top spot in mixed team air pistol event 
Sports Bureau

SUHL (Germany)

On target: Yashaswini Singh Deswal and Anmol pose with their winnings.

Karunuday Singh beat local
star Xi Qi 6-0, 7-6(3) to enter
the second round of the
$25,000 ITF men’s tourna-
ment here on Wednesday.

Prajnesh Gunneswaran
also made it to the second
round with a 6-2, 6-2 win
over Runhao Hua of China. 
The results:
$25,000 ITF men, Kunshan,
China: Singles (first round):
Karunuday Singh bt Xi Qi (Chn)
6-0, 7-6(3); Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran bt Runhao Hua (Chn)
6-2, 6-2. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Hao Wu & Weiqiang Zheng
(Chn) bt Dane Propggia (Aus) &
Karunuday Singh 6-4, 6-7(2),
10-6. 
$15,000 ITF men, Kamen, Ger-
many: Singles (first round):
Samuel Bensoussan (Fra) bt
Alex Solanki 6-2, 6-3. 
$15,000 ITF men, Colombo,
Sri Lanka: Singles (first
round): Manish Sureshkumar
bt Davide Galoppini (Ita) 3-6,
6-0, 0-1 retd. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
P.C. Vignesh & Suraj Prabodh
w/o Pierre Faivre (Fra) & Davide
Galoppini (Ita). 
$15,000 ITF men, Harare, Zim-
babwe: Singles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Jonathan Kanar (Fra) bt
Jayesh Pungliya 5-7, 6-2, 6-2.
$25,000 ITF women, Stut-

tgart, Germany: Singles (first
round): Iva Primorac (Cro) bt
Riya Bhatia 6-3, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Anning,
China: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Xu Liu Sun & Jiaxue Zang
(Chn) bt Sowjanya Bavisetti &
Rishika Sunkara 6-2, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt: Doubles (pre-
quarterfinnals): Ekaterina
Yashina (Rus) & Kanika Vaidya
bt Pauline Courcoux (Fra) &
Mayar Eltony (Egy) 6-2, 6-0;
Linda Prenkovic (Ger) & Tan-
isha Rohira bt Anastasia Bursa
(Rus) & Giulia Cerutti (Ita) 6-2,
1-6, 10-5.

Sri Vaishnavi Peddi Reddy &
Pranjala Yadlapalli bt Adele Di-
ana Biba & Agnes Ornella Biba
(Cmr) 6-3, 6-0; Giada Clerici &
Francesca Sella (Ita) bt Ros-
aline Zafir Chavez Tello (Pan) &
Sitara Prabhu 6-0, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF women, Tel Aviv,
Israel: Singles (first round):
Yarden Akler (Issr) bt Kyra
Shroff 6-3, 6-0.

Doubles (quarterfinal): Estelle
Cascino (Fra) & Kyra Shroff bt
Yuliya Hatouka & Anna Kubar-
eva (Blr) 6-3, 6-1.

Pre-quarterfinals: Estelle Cas-
cino & Kyra Shroff bt Neta Ber-
man & Inbar Cohen (Isr) 6-1,
6-1.

Karunuday moves
into second round 
Sports Bureau

KUNSHAN (China)
INDIANS ABROAD

Distinguished coach Phil
Weber is set to become the
coach of the Indian men’s
basketball team, it has
been learnt.

Weber has made a name
for himself as a successful
NBA assistant coach. From
1999 to 2007, he worked as
an assistant coach with the
Phoenix Suns. During his
time at Phoenix, he served
under Head Coaches
Danny Ainge, Scott Skiles,
Frank Johnson and Mike
D’Antoni, and won three
three consecutive Pacific
Division titles (2005, 2006,
2007). From 2008-2012, he
was assistant coach at New
York Knicks. 

In 2015, the New York
native took charge as assist-
ant coach with New Or-
leans Pelicans.

He has worked closely
with an impressive list of
world-class players like
Amare Stoudemire, Steve
Nash, Anthony Davis and
Tyson Chandler. 

A well-placed source
stated that an official an-
nouncement of Weber’s
appointment will be made
in a few days.

Weber to
coach men’s
basketball
team 
Sports Reporter

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Golf Associ-
ation (KGA) course is set to
play host to two new presti-
gious tournaments this year.
An Asian Tour event will be
held in August, and will be
followed by a PGTI event in
November.

The Asian Tour event is
scheduled to be held from
August 1 to 4. The arrival of
this tournament will excite
golf fans in the city, who last
witnessed big-ticket action
five years ago, at the Hero In-
dian Open.

Massive honour

“Hosting an Asian Tour
event is a massive honour for
us. We can expect to see
many top golfers in action,”
KGA president, Sandeep
Madhavan, told The Hindu

here on Wednesday.

Madhavan, who took of-
fice on Wednesday, added
TAKE Solutions has come
forward as the title sponsor. 

“The prize money on of-
fer will be around ₹3 crore.
We are yet to decide on the
name of the tournament, but
everything else is in place.

Asian Tour Director Kyi
Hla Han inspected the

course around 10 days ago,
and he was very happy with
what he saw,” he said.

From November 15 to 18,
the Bangalore Open will fol-
low. The tournament, carry-
ing a prize money of ₹1
crore, is set to become one
of the richest on the PGTI
calendar.

“The launch of the Ban-

galore Open is an effort by
the Karnataka Tourism De-
partment to promote tour-
ism in the State. 

Karnataka Tourism Minis-
ter Priyank Kharge took a
keen interest in launching
this event, and we are very
thankful to him for the work
he has done,” Madhavan
said.

KGA set to host two new tournaments 
An Asian Tour event in August and a PGTI event in November on the cards
Ashwin Achal 

Bengaluru

Back in business: The Asian Tour event will mark the return of big-ticket action to the KGA course
after ive years. * FILE PHOTO: G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

The tall and lean man has a
scholarly look. He also
brings with him a sense of
calmness, a much-needed
commodity when you have
to cope with extreme emo-
tional responses on the
physio’s table. 

For former Indian physio
Nitin Patel, handling such
scenarios comes with the
territory. After all, he was
with the Indian team from
2007 to 2015 and now does
the job with Mumbai Indi-
ans. 

“I have seen international
players breaking down when
they get to know that they
will be out of the game for a
period. The stakes are high
and many cry in anguish and
it is then that you have to in-
stil belief in them,” said Nitin
to The Hindu at the IIT-K.S.
Narayanan Centre of Excel-
lence here on Wednesday. 

Look through his spec-
tacles and you can see an in-
herent toughness in this oth-
erwise soft-spoken man who
was a topper in the five-year
Sports Medicine and Exer-
cise degree in Nottingham,
England. 

Trust is important

The course included sports
psychology as well and Nitin
comprehended the mind
and its various hues. “You
have to put your emotions
on the side when you deal
with an injured cricketer, be
honest with him and tell him
what is best for him. Trust is
very important.”

Nitin remembered the
first time he entered the In-

dian dressing room. “There
was Sachin, Rahul, Kumble,
Sourav, Laxman and Se-
hwag. I must concede that I
was in awe of them at first.”

It was Tendulkar who put
Nitin at ease. “Sachin knew I
was a little nervous. I used to
spend a lot of time in his
room, till 12 p.m. or one a.m.
We used to talk on many
things, not cricket but life in
general. Gradually I felt at
home.”

Recalling some of the
memorable characters from
the team, Nitin said, “Se-
hwag’s one-liners would
have everyone in splits and
Ganguly spoke his mind.”

Coming to the modern
generation, Nitin noted,
“Kohli is very good at mim-
icking others. He can mimic

everyone, the way they talk,
their body language.”

Nitin said, “M.S. Dhoni
was quieter. But when you
go to him with a problem,
you know he will back you.”

There were many chal-
lenging moments during
Nitin’s tenure. 

“There was a Test against
Australia at Mohali where
Laxman won a close match
for us. 

“All the eleven Indian
players had injuries that
were more than just niggles
and I had to keep shuffling
players from the physio’s
table to the ground.”

Talking about injuries,
Nitin said, “Any muscular
skeletal problem will have a
bio-mechanical component
to it. If you correct that your
recovery will be much
faster.”

Casual chat
A physio’s room, Nitin said
interestingly, was also a
meeting place for cricketers.
“Many of the players come
just for a casual chat if they
are a little bored.” 

Nitin was relishing his
stint with Mumbai Indians
which he called a very pro-
fessional and result–ori-
ented franchise.

Now settled in Chennai,
Nitin is spending more time
with his wife and two chil-
dren, 13 and eight-years old.
He also attends to players
who come to him for treat-
ment and help. 

Even as he strikes a bal-
ance between his profes-
sional and family life, Nitin
is making a difference to
several cricketers’ careers.

Former India physio Nitin Patel shares his experience 
S. Dinakar

CHENNAI

He brings calmness to the table 

Nitin Patel. * S. DINAKAR

Hardeep Singh Sandhu
stopped Saurav Sukul 7-6(1),
6-4 in the men’s quarterfi-
nals of the ₹100,000 AITA-
ranking tennis tournament
on Wednesday.

In the women’s section,
Sai Dedeepya made the
semifinals with a 7-5, 6-2 vic-
tory over Sravya Shivani.

Due to rain intervention,
the women’s quarterfinal
between Kaavya Sawhney

and Nidhi Surapaneni had
to be postponed.
The results (quarterfinals):

Men: Hardeep Singh Sandhu bt
Saurav Sukul 7-6(1), 6-4; Yugal
Bansal bt Chinmay Dev
Chauhan 6-4, 7-6(4); Udayan
Bhakar bt Amit Bazad 6-1, 6-0;
Parth Aggarwal bt Sultan Singh
Atwal 7-6(5), 6-3.

Women: Shweta Rana bt Aarthi
Muniyan 6-3, 7-6(4); Sai
Dedeepya bt Sravya Shivani
7-5, 6-2; Snehal Mane bt Shruti
Gupta 6-2, 6-2.

Hardeep Singh 
ousts Saurav 
Sports Bureau

Chandigarh

Germany manager Joachim
Loew wants the names of
players caught doping to be
made public, after Russian
football was on Wednesday
accused of tampering with
urine samples.

“It's an ongoing investiga-
tion and I don't want to heat
the speculation,” said Loew
at Wednesday's press con-
ference ahead of Germany's
Confederations Cup semi-

finals against Mexico in
Sochi.

“But if it's confirmed, I
would like to hear the
names being made public.

“The anti-doping agen-
cies and FIFA should call a
spade a spade, then we will
see what happens. Should it
(the allegation) be true, I
want to hear names from
the institutions who regu-
larly test us. If players have
doped, they should be sus-
pended and banned.” 

Loew wants dopers
named and shamed
Agence France-Presse

SOCHI



CM
YK

A ND-ND

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2017 19
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

SPORT

Maldini’s tennis career
stalled at the start
MILAN

Five-time European Cup-
winning footballer Paolo
Maldini’s tennis career ended
abruptly on his debut when
the AC Milan legend and his
coach Stefano Landonio lost
6-1, 6-1 in a first-round
doubles match at the Milan
Challenger event on Tuesday.
AFP

IN BRIEF

Siril Verma and 
Sri Krishna Priya advance
TAIPEI

Siril Verma and K. Sri Krishna
Priya reached the pre-
quarterfinals of the
$200,000 Chinese Taipei GP
Gold badminton tournament
here on Wednesday.
The results: Men: Siril Verma
bt Chia Hao Lee (Tpe) 16-21,
21-17, 21-17; Seung Hoon Woo
(Kor) bt Abhishek Yelegar
21-17, 17-21, 21-6; Ha Young
Woong (Kor) bt Harsheel Dani
21-12, 21-6. Doubles: Ko-Chi
Chang & Liao Kuan Hao (Tpe)
bt Nikhar Garg & Ankur
Sangpang Rai 21-5, 2-18.
Women: K. Sri Krishna Priya
bt Chiang Mei Hui (Tpe) 21-17,
20-22, 21-9; Na Yeong Kim
(Kor) bt Sai Uttejitha Rao
Chukka 21-7, 21-17. PTI

McEnroe’s suggestion to
solve Serena debate
NEW YORK

An unapologetic John
McEnroe has proposed
competition between men
and women players to prove
his claim that 23-time Grand
Slam singles winner Serena
Williams would be ranked
“like 700 in the world” if she
competed on the men's
circuit. “I’m sure the men
would be all for this — the
men and women play
together. And then we don’t
have to guess.” REUTERS

Germany is the king of the
penalty shoot-out — but the
World champion hopes to
see off Mexico in Thursday’s
Confederations Cup semi-
final without needing
dreaded spot kicks. 

The Germans have won
all five penalty shoot-outs
they have faced since 1976 at
either World Cup finals or
European championships.

Joachim Low’s team faces
Mexico in Sochi for a place
in Sunday’s Confed Cup final
in St. Petersburg.

Having won its Confed
Cup group, Germany is on a
13-match unbeaten run, dat-
ing back just under a year to
its Euro 2016 semifinal de-
feat to host France. Left-
back Jonas Hector said Ger-
many’s young guns have not
yet practised spot-kicks and
hope to beat Mexico over
the 90 minutes. 

“We would like to avoid
this situation (penalties),”
admitted Hector.

The Germans expect a
battle royal against Mexico’s
comeback kings.

The Mexicans came from
behind in all three of their
group matches, beating both
New Zealand and Russia 2-1
after drawing 2-2 with Por-
tugal, when they twice

equalised. 
“They hunt the ball with

all their players and when
they have it, they play it
deep quickly,” Low said.

Guardado suspended
Mexico coach Juan Carlos
Osorio, who has chopped
and changed his side so far,
will be without suspended
captain Andres Guardado.

Germany conident
Comeback-king Mexico to focus on strategy

Time to act: Mexico, which is known for its aggressive
frontline and organised defence, will have to rise to the
occasion against Germany in Thursday’s semiinal. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

Sochi

CONFED CUP India’s fourth-place finish in
the recent World Team chess
championship disappointed
those who expected the
squad to punch above its
weight.

But B. Adhiban provided
the proverbial silver lining to
the Indian performance.
Staggering after two rounds,
Adhiban showed how to
fight and come out stronger. 

He turned a horrific start
— defeats in the first two
rounds — into a healthy fin-
ish by posting five victories,
a draw and a loss in the re-
mainder of the competition.

In contrast, spearhead
Vidit Gujarathi won the first
game and drew eight times
on the top board, Murali
Karthikeyan contributed 1.5
points from three outings, an
unbeaten K. Sasikiran tallied
4.5 from seven games and
Parimarjan Negi, temporar-
ily coming out of a self-im-
posed retirement, scored
four points from eight
encounters.

In contrast, Adhiban’s
fearless response stood out.
In fact, he reproduced
glimpses of his dream run in
the elite Tata Steel Chess in
Wijk aan Zee this January.

Playing his first elite
event, Adhiban had just one
point from four rounds but
won four times to finish
third with 7.5 points from 13
games. 

Significantly, Adhiban de-
feated the last World cham-
pionship’s challenger Sergey
Karjakin and almost beat

World champion Magnus
Carslen before agreeing for a
draw. 

Last fortnight, rated 2670
and ranked fourth in the
country, Adhiban got off on
the wrong foot by losing to
Poland’s Jan-Kryzysztof
Duda (rated 2697) and Chi-
na’s Yu Yangyi (2749). This
also meant a loss of 8.5 rat-
ing points.

Undeterred, Adhiban
showed amazing grit and
sense of purpose. Continu-
ing with his uncomprom-
ising ways, he belted out
three straight victories. His
victims included Vladislav
Kovalev (Belarus, 2641), a
vastly experienced Varuzhan
Akobian (USA, 2673) and
Egypt’s Adham Fawzy (2418).

Though it is easy to dis-
miss his triumph over the
Egyptian, it must be re-
membered India got past the
weakest opposition in the 10-
team competition only due
to Adhiban’s victory as the
other three boards ended as
draws.

Against a quietly-confid-

ent Turkey, Adhiban lost to
Mustafa Yilmaz (2630) in a
tie that India drew.

But true to his character,
he bounced right back to
nail Ukraine’s Anton
Korobov (2711). Against Rus-
sia, Adhiban held Ian
Nepomniachtchi (2731) and
nailed Norway’s Johan Sa-
lomon (2501) in the final
round. 

The performances helped
Adhiban gain 6.7 rating
points, which will take him
13 places up to the 67th spot
in the upcoming World rank-
ings on July 1. 

Adhiban’s all-or-nothing
attitude has so far brought
delightful results. 

But to excel among the
elite, he will have to bring
down his percentage of
losses. No doubt, his win-
ning frequency will be diffi-
cult to maintain.

Given his refreshing
method that involves deep
preparation and unrelenting
search for new ideas, Ad-
hiban is different from his
peers.

Fearless, innovative Adhiban stands out
Fights back after two defeats to post ive wins in World Team championship
RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

B. Adhiban. * FILE PHOTO:

RAJEEV BHATT

A year after winning the
country’s first-ever World
Championships gold in ath-
letics, javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra will have his first
taste of what the big stage
feels like, in Paris on
Saturday.

The 19-year-old under-20
World champion will be
making his Diamond League
world series debut that day
and in the fray are the plan-
et’s top three javelin throw-
ers, including Germany’s
Olympic champion Thomas
Rohler, Johannes Vetter and
the Czech Republic’s Jakub
Vadlejch, last year’s Dia-
mond Trophy winner.

“From now on, I think
Chopra should only do Dia-
mond League or similar

events, not the low-level In-
dian competitions,” said Aus-
tralian Garry Calvert, who
coached the Indian to the
under-20 Worlds gold in Po-
land last year, to The Hindu

from Beijing on Wednesday. 
“But Paris is not usually a

long throwing venue. Some
venues produce flat dis-

tances. I would like to see
him in Ostrava (Czech Re-
public), it has a real hot
field.” The javelin throw
event at the Ostrava Golden
Spike meet, the IAAF World
Challenge series meet, be-
gins late on Wednesday.

Chopra’s season should
be handled carefully before
the London Worlds in Au-
gust, said Calvert, now a na-
tional coach in China with
nine javelin throwers under
his charge.

“From now to the Worlds,
I would like to see Chopra
doing the Diamond League,
the Asian Championships (in
Bhubaneswar, from July 6),
and one or two more com-
petitions before having two
weeks before the Worlds,”
said Calvert. 

Neeraj to battle with world’s best
Top-three javelin throwers in the fray at Paris

Stan Rayan

Kochi

Neeraj Chopra. * JOOSEP
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Javelin thrower Davinder
Singh Kang, who tested pos-
itive for marijuana recently,
finds a place in the 95-mem-
ber Indian squad for the
Asian Athletics Champion-
ships which begin at the
Kalinga Stadium,
Bhubaneswar on July 6. The
team includes 47 women.

Six athletes — defending
Asian discus champion Vikas
Gowda, sprint hurdler
Siddhanth Thingalaya, long
jumper Nayana James, triple
jumper Joyline Murali Lobo,
long jumper Siddharth Mo-
han Naik and triple jumper
U. Karthik — who figure in
the list have been asked to at-
tend fitness trials ahead of
the championships. 

The team: Men: 100 & 200m:

Amiya Kumar Mallick; 400m:
Muhammed Anas, Amoj Jacob
& Arokia Rajiv; 800m: Jinson
Johnson & Vishambhar Keolkar;
1500m: Ajay Kumar Saroj &
Siddhantha Adhikari; 5000m:
G. Lakshmanan and Murli Ku-
mar Gavit; 10,000m: Laksh-
manan, Gopi Thonakal & Kalidas
Hirave; 3000m steeplechase:
Naveen Kumar & Durga Ba-
hadur Budha; 110m hurdles:
Siddhanth Thingalaya & Prem
Kumar; 400m hurdles: M.P.
Jabir, T. Santhosh Kumar &
Durgesh Kumar Pal.

Pole vault: S. Siva; High jump:
B. Chethan B & Ajay Kumar;
Long jump: Ankit Sharma, S.E.
Samsheer & Siddharth Mohan
Naik; Triple jump: Arpinder
Singh & U. Karthik; Shot put:
Tajinder Pal Toor, Jasdeep Singh
Dhillon & Omprakash Singh
Karhana; Discus: Vikas Gowda,
Dharamraj Yadav & Kirpal

Singh; Hammer throw: Niraj
Kumar; Javelin: Neeraj Chopa,
Davinder Singh Kang & Ab-
hishek Singh; Decathlon: Jagtar
Singh & Abhishek Shetty;
4x100m relay: Amiya Kumar
Mallick, Jyotishankar Debnath,
Anuroop John, V.K. Elakkiya
Dasan, Pravin Muthukumaran &
Chintha Sudhakar; 4x400m re-
lay: Muhammed Anas, Amoj
Jacob, Arokia Rajiv, Sachi Roby,
Mohan Kumar & Kunju
Muhammed.

Women: 100m & 200m: Dutee
Chand & Srabani Nanda; 400m:
Nirmala Sheoran, M.R.
Poovamma & Jisna Mathew;
800m: Tintu Luka, Archana
Adhav & Lili Das; 1500m:
Monika Choudhary; 5000m: L.
Suriya & Sanjivani Jadhav;
10,000m: L. Suriya, Sanjivani
Jadhav & Meenu; 3000m
steeplechase: Sudha Singh &
Parul Chaudhary; 100m

hurdles: Nayana James; 400m
hurdles: R. Anu, Jauna Murmu
& M. Arpitha; Pole vault: K.M.
Sangeeta; High jump: Sahana
Kumari & Swapna Barman; Long
jump: Nayana James, V. Neena
& G. Karthika; Triple jump: N.V.
Sheena & Joyline Murali Lobo;
Shot put: Manpreet Kaur,
Ramanpreet Kaur & Anamika
Das; Discus: Kamalpreeet Kaur
Bal, Seema Punia and Himani
Singh; Hammer throw: Sarita R.
Singh & Gunjan Singh; Javelin:
Annu Rani, Poonam Rani Singh
& Suman Devi; Heptathlon:
Swapna Barman, Purnima Hem-
bram & Liksy Joseph.

4x100m relay: Dutee Chand,
Srabani Nanda, Merlin Joseph,
Reena George, Ruma Sarkar &
Himashree Roy; 4x400m relay:
Nirmala Sheoran, M.R.
Poovamma, Jisna Mathew, G.K.
Vijayakumari, Sarita Ben Gayak-
wad & Debashree Mazumdar. 

Davinder inds place in Indian team
95-member squad for the Asian Athletics Championships

Special Correspondent
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