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Nagaland plunged into a
political crisis on Sunday
with former Chief Minister
T.R. Zeliang staking claim to
form a new government by
ousting the incumbent
Shurhozelie Liezietsu.

Mr. Zeliang claimed the
support of 41 of the 59 MLAs
in the Assembly and wrote to
Governor P.B. Acharya, seek-
ing an invitation to form the
new Naga People’s Front
(NPF)-led Democratic Alli-
ance of Nagaland govern-
ment at the earliest.

Along with this was at-
tached a statement pur-
portedly signed by 41 MLAs,
expressing support to Mr.
Zeliang and demanding that
Mr. Liezietsu should step
down immediately.

Mr. Zeliang, who had to
step down on February 22
following State-wide protests
against holding of polls to
urban local bodies with 33
per cent reservation for wo-
men, asserted that he had
got the support of 41 MLAs
after a majority of the ruling
NPF legislators rebelled
against Mr. Liezietsu.

Letter to Governor

In the letter to the Governor,
Mr. Zeliang claimed that at a
meeting of the Legislature
Party of the NPF on June 4,
34 party MLAs (including
him) out of the total of 47,

backed him to be their
leader and wanted him to
stake claim to form a new
government. The MLAs also
allegedly urged Mr. Liezi-
etsu, who is yet to become a
member of the Assembly, to
resign and facilitate Mr. Zeli-
ang to become the new Chief
Minister, the letter said. 

Mr. Zeliang also claimed
that seven Independents had
affirmed their support to
him taking the tally to 41 out
of 59 legislators.

Amid these develop-
ments, the CM dismissed
four Ministers — Y. Patton
(Home), C. Kipili Sangtam
(Power), Imkong L Imchen
(Forest) and Kaito Aye (PWD-
NH). He had late on Saturday
night issued separate termin-
ation orders against 11 parlia-
mentary secretaries and Mr.

Zeliang who was the finan-
cial adviser to the Chief Min-
ister (Cabinet status).

“It’s an internal matter of
the NPF. I’m close to all the
members. My act shouldn’t
amount to an interference.
My only appeal is to sort out
their internal differences so
that any constitutional crisis
is avoided and the develop-
ment process is not
hampered,” Minister of State
for Home Kiren Rijiju told
The Hindu. 

He said he won’t be able
to comment on what the de-
cision of the Governor could
be but said Mr. Acharya had
not sent any report to the
Home Ministry yet.

(With inputs from 
Vijaita Singh)

Political storm jolts
Nagaland Ministry
Ex-CM Zeliang claims he has numbers, CM sacks 4 Ministers
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War-wrecked: Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced “victory” over the Islamic State
in the city of Mosul on Sunday. Picture shows destruction in the Old City. * AFP (REPORT ON PAGE 12)
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Mission Mosul

Air India stopped serving
non-vegetarian meals to
economy-class passengers
on all domestic flights from
mid-June this year.

“We have decided to
serve vegetarian meals in
our economy-class seats on
domestic flights,” Air India
Chairman and Managing
Director Ashwani Lohani
told The Hindu. However,
non-vegetarian meals
would continue to be
served in business and ex-
ecutive class on domestic
as well as international
flights. 

The national carrier
took the decision to cut
wastage and cost, and to
avoid mix-up of vegetarian
with non-vegetarian meals.
“It also eliminates the pos-
sibility of mix-up: a non-
veg meal getting served to
a vegetarian passenger, as
had happened a few times
in the past.” 

“A full-service carrier
like Air India should not re-
sort to such a measure.
Even a low-cost carrier
gives the passengers their
food options. Air India
should have conducted a
passenger survey before
taking this drastic step, and
it should immediately with-
draw the decision,” said
Mahesh Y Reddy, secret-
ary-general of Air Passen-
gers Association of India.

No non-veg
for domestic
economy
class liers: AI
Somesh Jha

NEW DELHI
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Acknowledging the steps be-
ing taken by India for sus-
tainable and inclusive
growth as well as support to
global economy, the G20 has
praised the initiatives in the
country for promoting ease
of doing business, start-up
funding and labour reforms.

In its Hamburg Action
Plan, adopted at the G20
Summit, the group also
noted that “in the financial
sector, India is popularising

a number of derivative in-
struments in exchanges or
electronic trading plat-

forms” as part of the meas-
ures to enhance resilience of
its economy.

It further said India is fa-
cilitating external commer-
cial borrowings (ECBs) by
start-ups to encourage in-
novation and promote ease
of doing business, as part of
the efforts being taken by
the G20 members this year
for maintaining momentum
on structural reforms and
sustainable growth.

G20 hails India’s labour
reforms, start-up policy
Hamburg Action Plan praises eforts to boost innovation 

Press Trust of India 

Hamburg 

PM Modi leaves Hamburg for
New Delhi on Saturday. * PTI
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Music flows from the
premises of the
Chakkarakkal police station
in Kannur, reflecting the
calm in an area that only
some time ago was the scene
of political clashes.

The personnel here have
rolled out a series of
measures to make the
station more people-
friendly. 

Classical music 

Soothing instrumental and
classical music playing on
the premises is one, aimed
at making stressed-out
people arriving there feel
comfortable. 

An audio-visual system
including a projector was
inaugurated by District
Police Chief G. Siva Vikram
on July 8 for the initiative.

There is also a library
with periodicals given by
sponsors, and books are lent
to people who have had
run-ins with the law. 

“The idea of transforming
the station environment
started taking shape over the
past few months, after the
areas in its jurisdiction
returned to normality

following all-party peace
initiatives,” said station
Sub-Inspector P. Biju. 

The projector will be used
to screen short videos on
road accidents and rules
when five visitors are
present. 

Visitors area

The station has a special
visitors area. 

The library has nearly
1,000 books. Youth involved
in narcotics cases are offered
books to read, with an
assignment: they must be
returned in a week with a
brief appreciation of the
writing. 

Those who don’t want to
read get vegetable seeds,
and they must send photos
of the saplings grown to the
WhatsApp account of the
sub-inspector.
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This police station makes
you face the music

Chakkarakkal ofers visitors soothing tunes

Mohamed Nazeer 

KANNUR

The system also has a projector
to screen ilms. * S.K. MOHAN
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Phoolka quits as Leader
of the Opposition 
CHANDIGARH

Senior Aam Aadmi Party

leader and Leader of the

Opposition in the Punjab

Assembly H.S. Phoolka

decided to step down from

his position on Sunday after

the Bar Council of Delhi

disallowed his resuming his

private practice, holding that

he held an “oice of proit.” 
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A young man, working as a
mechanical assistant at a
metro construction site, was
allegedly tied up and
thrashed by a mob accusing
him of being a cattle thief at
Sarai Kale Khan here in the
early hours of Friday.

The incident took place
hours before six men were

beaten up in Jharoda Kalan
while transporting buffalo
calves in vehicles to a
slaughter house in Ghazipur. 

While the police are yet to
register an FIR, Iftikhar
Alam, in his complaint sub-
mitted on Sunday, said the
mob called him a Pakistani
and kicked, punched and
abused him.

Deputy Commissioner of

Police (South East) Romil
Baaniya said they were in
the process of registering a
case. 

The attackers themselves
made a PCR call charging
Alam with cattle theft, and
later changing the allegation
to diesel theft, but the police
said there was nothing to
link him to either.

Shubhomoy Sikdar

NEW DELHI

Man dubbed cattle thief, thrashed

Flood situation in 
Assam worsens
GUWAHATI

The lood situation in Assam

deteriorated on Sunday with

one person losing his life,

while nearly ive lakh people

are hit across 15 districts.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi spoke to Chief

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal

and took stock of the

prevailing situation in the

State besides assuring him of

all Central help.
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“Just as a body must be
cremated and cannot be
brought back home, so must
farm produce be sold,” says a
brooding Jagdish Patidar, a
farmer from Maheshwar on
the banks of the Narmada in
Madhya Pradesh.

He has taken a day out to
visit the Kisan Mukti Yatra
passing through Barwani.
“Once the farmer takes his
crop to the market to sell, he
must sell it and only then re-
turn home,” he says. 

Mr. Patidar list the reasons
— farmers do not have the
space to store their produce;
returning [with unsold pro-

duce] from the market
would entail additional
transportation costs; and
most importantly, they need
the money. It is here that the
vicious cycle of the farmers’
crisis begins as they are

forced to sell their produce
cheaply. 

This leads to a dip in farm
incomes which sometimes
sparks off agitations, he says.
Pointing out that the govern-
ment opens procurement

centres — to purchase farm
produce at the minimum
support price — more than a
month after the harvest, Mr.
Patidar says the farmer can-
not hold on to his produce
for such a long time. 

He thus, sells it to mer-
chants at well below the
MSP. Further, the way the
MSP operations are carried
out do not protect farm in-
comes. 

Even when the govern-
ment finally starts purchase
operations, the farmer has
no guarantee that his pro-
duce will be sold as often it is
rejected on grounds of qual-
ity. Once again, the farmer
turns to the private mer-

chants to sell at lower prices.
The ongoing Yatra of farm-

ers’ organisations — attended
by activists like Medha
Patkar, Yogendra Yadav and
Raju Shetty — has two key
demands: the raising of the
MSP to 1.5-times the cost of
production and universal
loan waiver.

“The MSP is meaningless
without a procurement guar-
antee. The government need
not purchase all the produce
but if the price falls below
the MSP, the government
must step in as a buyer of the
last resort,” says economist
H.M. Desarda, former mem-
ber of the Maharashtra State
Planning Commission.

Stuck with harvest, farmers turn to traders 
Lackadaisical government procurement forces them to sell their produce cheap

Vikas Pathak

Barwani

Vicious cycle: Rajaram, a farmer, narrates his grievances at
Naraula village in Madhya Pradesh on Sunday. * R.V. MOORTHY
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
leader and Leader of the Op-
position in the Punjab As-
sembly H.S. Phoolka de-
cided to step down from his
position on Sunday after the
Bar Council of Delhi disal-
lowed his resuming his
private practice, holding
that he held an “office of
profit.” 

“I have conveyed my de-
cision to the party supremo
Arvind Kejriwal... I want to
represent and appear for my
clients, victims of the 1984
anti-Sikh riots. As my posi-
tion as the Leader of the Op-
position is being considered
an office of profit, I’m giving
it up,” Mr. Phoolka told The
Hindu. 

Suggests three names
“It’s for the party high com-
mand to choose a new
leader for the AAP legis-
lature party. I have sugges-
ted three names, Kanwar
Sandhu, Sukhpal Khaira and
Aman Arora,” he said.

The Bar Council of Delhi
had last week barred Advoc-
ate Phoolka from resuming
practice, arguing that he

held the rank of a Cabinet
Minister with salary and
perks.

Suspended practice
Mr. Phoolka had suspended
his practice on March 30,
2017, after becoming the
Leader of the Opposition. 

Recently, however, he had
asked the BCD to permit him
to fight the cases of 1984

anti-Sikh riot victims.
Meanwhile, Haryana-

based advocate Hemant Ku-
mar has written to the Bar
Council of India under the
Right to Information Act,
asking if the Advocate-Gen-
eral appointed in Punjab
and Haryana, who enjoyed
Cabinet rank with pay and
perks, was entitled to prac-
tice. 

Phoolka quits as Leader
of Opposition in Punjab
‘I want to represent victims of the 1984 anti-Sikh riots’

‘Oice of proit’: Advocate H.S. Phoolka addressing a press
conference in Chandigarh on Saturday. * PTI

VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh has
planned a three-tier security
for kanwariyas when the pil-
grimage starts from Monday. 

The security establish-
ment and State police de-
partment have decided to
use drones, watch towers
and CCTV.

This year about 4 to 5
crore pilgrims from different
parts of the State are expec-
ted to reach Haridwar travel-
ling through Meerut, Muzaf-
farnagar, Saharanpur and
Bijnor in western UP. 

‘Earth to sky’ security
According to the newly-ap-
pointed Additional Director
General of Police (Meerut)
Anand Kumar, the authorit-
ies are not taking any
chances with the security.
Their security will be en-
sured from ‘earth to sky’. 

Besides, street lights will
be on throughout the night

and will be backed by gener-
ators. 

UP, Uttarakhand police
"The Kanwar Yatra will start
from July 10 and continue till
July 22. The Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand police have
jointly prepared a roadmap
of foolproof security of the
pilgrims who go to Haridwar
from different parts of UP.
The police officials of both

the States have met several
times to chalk out the secur-
ity planning," Mr. Kumar
said. 

"Apart from the police
force of Meerut zone, 27
companies of paramilitary
personnel have been de-
ployed. Drone camera will
also be used. CCTV cameras
are being installed and
watch towers are being built
along the route. Besides 30

senior police officers, 2,000
police personnel and home
guards in plainclothes will
also be deployed," he added.

Flag march by RAF
He said the travel route of
Meerut-Haridwar will also be
changed from July 16 night.
In Meerut alone, CCTV cam-
eras are working at 78
places. 

Meerut and Muzaf-
farnagar police officials have
been asked to check the se-
curity arrangements. On Sat-
urday, Muzaffarnagar city
Superintendent of Police
Ombeer Singh took out a flag
march of Rapid Action Force
near Shiv Chowk. 

The State government had
earlier issued guidelines to
the district administrations
to ensure a glitch-free pil-
grimage. Principal Secretary
(Home) Arvind Kumar and
State DGP Sulkhan Singh
have also instructed the po-
lice officials to store Ganga
water and kanwars.

Drones, CCTVs to be used; 27 companies of paramilitary forces to be deployed
Staff Reporter

Meerut

Kanwariyas collecting Ganga water in Haridwar. * FILE PHOTO PTI

Three-tier security for kanwariyas in UP

More rain likely in Bihar 
PATNA

Patna witnessed moderate

rainfall on Sunday with the

Met Department predicting

heavy rainfall across Bihar in

the next 48 hours. A weather

bulletin said light rainfall

occurred at some parts while

heavy rainfall occurred at one

or two places in the State. PTI

IN BRIEF

Man tied to tree,
thrashed over affair
SIKAR (RAJ)

A man was tied to a tree and

beaten by five people for

allegedly having an affair

with a married woman in the

Mavanda Kala village of Sikar

district, police said on

Sunday. Mahipal Saini had

gone to Mavanda Kala village

to meet the woman

yesterday. The couple was

caught by the woman’s

in-laws who then thrashed

them and tied Saini to a tree

last night. PTI

In yet another incident of
apathy, a family in Banda
district was forced to carry
the body of a relative on a
rickshaw for post-mortem
after the health officials al-
legedly refused to provide
an ambulance.

The video of the body
being carried on the rick-
shaw went viral on social
media and local news
channels.

Found on railway track
The body of Ram Asrey
(44) was recovered from a
railway track on Saturday
near Atra railway station

but as no ambulance was
available, the relatives had
to carry the body on a rick-
shaw for the post-mortem.

When asked, Chief Med-
ical Officer Santosh Kumar
said Asrey’s family had not
asked for an ambulance.
“After the post-mortem, an
ambulance was provided
for taking the body for
cremation,” he added.

More instances
Last month in Kaushambi,
an uncle of a seven-year-
old girl had to carry her
body on a bicycle as his
plea for an ambulance fell
on deaf ears.

Seven-year-old Poonam,

the daughter of Anant Ku-
mar, a daily wage labourer
of Malak Saddi village in
Majhanpur tehsil of Kaush-
ambi, died during treat-
ment at a hospital.

“Despite repeated pleas,
no vehicle was made avail-
able to carry the body. I
had to borrow a bicycle
and carry it for almost 10
km to reach the village,”
the girl’s uncle Brijmohan
said.

In May, a labourer had
to carry the body of his 15-
year-old son on his
shoulders after allegedly
being turned away by the
doctors at a government-
run hospital in Etawah. 

Denied ambulance, family
carries body on rickshaw 
The video goes viral on social media, news channels

Press Trust of India

Banda (UP)

The budget session of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
commences on Tuesday
with the presentation of the
BJP government’s first an-
nual budget for 2017-18, even
as the Opposition is gearing
up to corner Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on a host of
issues, especially law and
order.

Concludes on July 28
According to the schedule
approved by Speaker Hri-
daynath Dixit, the session,
which will conclude on July
28, will have 14 sittings.

The previous Akhilesh Ya-
dav government had in
December presented a vote
on account for the period
ending July 31 this year.

Separate days have been
earmarked for discussion on
the budget and the budget-
ary provisions for depart-
ments before passage. 

The Opposition parties,
comprising the Samajwadi
Party, the Bahujan Samaj
Party and the Congress,
have geared up to raise is-

sues on the law and order
front to pillory the
government.

The 2017-18 budget is ex-
pected to include measures
to mop up additional re-
sources to offload ₹36,000
crore meant for crop loan
waiver to benefit nearly 86
lakh small and marginal
farmers, and ₹34,000 crore
required to meet expenses
for implementation of the
seventh pay panel’s recom-
mendations and some other
major commitments made
in its election manifesto.

This is for the first time
that the State government
will need such a big amount
of additional funds in a fin-
ancial year.

The State’s total indebted-
ness is estimated to have in-
creased from ₹2,25,123.59

crore in 2012-13 to
₹3,75,049.45 crore as on
March 31 this year, accord-
ing to official data.

The Chief Minister has
already said the State gov-
ernment will not pass on the
burden of loan waiver to the
people by imposing new
taxes.

Instead, it will meet the
cost by cutting down waste-
ful expenditure.

To fund the loan waiver,
the State cabinet has de-
cided to float Kisan Rahat
Bonds for raising ₹36,359
crore required for waiving
loans of small and marginal
farmers who form 92.5% of
the total 2.30 lakh farmers
in the State. 

They had suffered be-
cause of successive drought
and hailstorm.

UP budget session begins tomorrow 
SP, BSP, Congress to corner the govt on several issues, especially law and order
Press Trust of India

Lucknow

Yogi Adityanath. *

Over 93,000 trucks on
Sunday stayed off the road
in Punjab to protest against
the State government’s
move to disband truck
unions.

No goods transported
There was a complete
‘chakka jam’ in the State as
trucks remained off road,
All Punjab Truck Operators’
Union president Happy

Sandhu said on Sunday.
“We neither transported

goods nor foodgrain in
protest against the govern-
ment’s move of disbanding
the 134 truck unions operat-
ing in the State,” said Mr
Sandhu.

Truck operators have
been protesting against a re-
cent decision of the Punjab
Cabinet approving the Pun-
jab Goods Carriages (Regula-
tion and Prevention of Car-
telisation Rules), 2017,

which bars goods carriage
operators from forming car-
tels or unions in the State.

Traffic blocked
The truckers’ protest re-
mained by and large peace-
ful, but protesting operators
blocked traffic at a few
places, said Mr Sandhu. The
truckers also raised anti-gov-
ernment slogans at several
places, he said.

Mr Sandhu said the truck-
ers will intensify their

protest if the State govern-
ment did not roll back its
decision.

“Punjab Markfed chair-
man Amarjit Singh Samra
met us at Nakodar. He as-
sured us that the issue will
be addressed,” he said.

Truck operators claimed
that because of the abolition
of truck unions, small truck
operators would suffer the
most as the big companies
would take over the
operations.

Over 93,000 trucks stay of road in Punjab 
The protest is against the State government move to ban truck unions

Press Trust of India

Chandigarh
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The death of a dozen
sheep due to alleged
attack by some wild
animal at Badapathara
village in Ganjam dis-
trict of Odisha in early
hours of Sunday has
created panic in the
area.

Forest officials have
rushed to the spot to
investigate the incid-
ent. According to the
Divisional Forest Of-
ficer (DFO) of the Ghu-
musar (north) forest
division, P.Rama
Samy, as it was raining
in the area since Sat-
urday evening, they
could not trace any
footprints of the wild
animal that had al-
legedly attacked the
sheep.

Of the dead sheep,
four did not have any
injury marks. It hinted
that they had died due

to shock. The other
sheep had injury
marks on their necks,
which was suspected
to be caused by sharp
claws and teeth. 

The post-mortem of
all dead animals were
conducted by the
Bhanjanagar.Sub-Divi-
sional Veterinary
Officer.

Two camera are be-
ing set up in the area
to identify and track
down the wild animal
that attacked the

sheep, said the DFO. A
special team of forest
officials under the Mu-
jagarh forest range has
been formed for
round-the-clock
patrolling of the area.

Forest officials held
a meeting with villa-
gers of Badapathara on
Sunday to persuade
them to take up meas-
ures like keeping
sheep in fenced en-
closures to save the
livestock from wild an-
imals. 

Some wild animal may have attacked them

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Telltale signs: Most sheep had injury marks on
their body. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Death of sheep creates
panic in Ganjam region

The flood situation in
Assam deteriorated on
Sunday with one per-
son losing his life,
while nearly five lakh
people are hit across 15
districts.

Concerned over the
grim flood condition in
Assam, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Sunday spoke to Chief
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and took
stock of the prevailing
situation in the State
besides assuring him of
all Central help.

According to a re-
port by the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA),
one person died in the
swirling flood waters in
Karimganj district.

With this, the total
number of persons los-
ing their lives in this
year’s flood-related
cases has gone up to
26, including seven in

Guwahati.
The ASDMA said

more than 4.87 lakh
people are currently
suffering in Lakhim-
pur, Jorhat, Golaghat,
Cachar, Dhemaji,
Biswanath, Karimganj,
Sonitpur, Majuli, Bar-
peta, Nagaon, Nalbari,
Sivasagar, Morigaon
and Chirang districts.

3.83 lakh affected 
Till Saturday, 3.83 lakh
people were affected in
the latest wave of flood
across the State.

Around 1,096 vil-
lages are under water
and nearly 41,200 hec-
tares of crop area have
been damaged, ASDMA
said, adding, the worst
affected is Lakhimpur,
where over 1.21 lakh
people have been af-
fected by the deluge,
followed by Karimganj
with more than 1.19
lakh sufferers.

Authorities are run-
ning 181 relief camps

and distribution
centres in 10 districts,
where 17,744 persons
are currently taking
shelter.

Across the Sstate,
1,88,148 animals and
poultry have been af-
fected by the flood
waters.

Due to the impact of
flood waters, many
roads, embankments
and bridges have been
damaged in several dis-
tricts, including Majuli,
Dhemaji, Morigaon,
Biswanath, Sivasagar,
Golaghat, Jorhat,
Karimganj, Sonitpur
and Nagaon.

Above danger mark
The Brahmaputra is
flowing above danger
mark at Nimatighat in
Jorhat, Tezpur in Sonit-
pur, along with
Dibrugarh, Goalpara
and Dhubri towns.
Other rivers in the
State are also flowing
above danger mark.

Flood situation in
Assam worsens
Prime Minister assures all help to Sonowal

Press Trust of India

Guwahati

Life returned to normal in
riot-hit Baduria town and
adjacent areas of North
24 Parganas district on
Sunday after communal
violence broke out over a
Facebook post early this

week.
“Everything is normal

now in Baduria, Swarupn-
agar, Deganga and
Basirhat. There has been
no problem anywhere in
the district for the last 36
hours or more. People
are trying to resume nor-
mal life and we are keep-

ing everything under
watch,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

Though Internet ser-
vices remained suspen-
ded in and around the
area, locals came out to
the streets to resume nor-
mal life as shops, market
places opened on a sunny

Sunday.
Large number of State

police and Central para-
military forces were pos-
ted in the area to keep
close watch on “every
proceedings”, the senior
police officer told PTI.

There was no report of
any untoward incident

Baduria and Basirhat in
North 24 Parganas
district.

The government had
on Saturday transferred
the Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) of North 24 Par-
ganas district and the In-
spector-General of Police
(South Bengal). 

from Baduria and nearby
areas in Basirhat sub-divi-
sion of North 24 Parganas
district.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
had on Saturday an-
nounced a judicial in-
quiry into the communal
violence that rocked

Normality returns to riot-hit Baduria town, other areas
No report of any untoward incident, shops open; Internet services, however, remain suspended 

Press Trust of India

Kolkata

Security was beefed
up in Tripura in view
of the Indigenous
People’s Front of
Tripura (IPFT) call for
an indefinite blockade
of National Highway-8
from Monday, to de-
mand for a separate
State, the police said
on Sunday.

“Security was en-
hanced on the na-
tional highway and
Tripura State Rifles
(TSR) was engaged in

patrolling to ensure
peace and calm so that
no untoward incident
can take place during
the proposed agita-
tion,” Superintendent
of Police (Police Con-
trol) Dilip Roy told re-
porters. The National
Highway-8 runs from
Karimganj in Assam to
Khayerpur in Tripura.

The IPFT has de-
manded that a separ-
ate State be carved out
for the Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous
District Council

(TTAADC) areas,
which constitutes two-
third of the State territ-
ory and is the home to
the tribals, who form
one third of the
population.

The State govern-
ment in a press state-
ment had on Saturday
appealed to the Front
to withdraw the agita-
tion as the people
would suffer due to
the blockade on Na-
tional Highway. 

The ruling CPI-M
has opposed the call. 

Tripura security beefed up
in view of IPFT blockade call 

The Tripura front is demanding a separate State

Press Trust of India 

Agartala
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SHOWCASE

SCREEN DREAM

The ilm releases
worldwide on July 21 in
English, Hindi and Punjabi.
It was awarded the Special
Jury Remi Award at the
50th Annual WorldFest
International Film Festival
in Houston.

Raz has also shot a
comprehensive

four-part mini-
series on

Duleep
Singh, which
will be
released
later.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

In Victorian court artist
Franz Xaver Winterhalter’s
portrait, Maharaja Duleep
Singh stands swathed in rich
robes, a bejewelled turban
and a sword in his hand —
more romantic hero from
the Orient, less king in exile.

But the painting, commis-
sioned at Osborne by Queen
Victoria, hid a darker truth —
a history that led to the
decimation of the Sikh em-
pire consolidated by Du-
leep’s father, Maharaja
Ranjit Singh; two Anglo-Sikh
wars that lowered the pen-
nants of the Sikh chiefs; the
British takeover of Punjab,
and the exile of the young
Duleep. Separated from his
mother Jindan Kaur, Duleep
was as much a war trophy as
the famed Koh-i-noor he was
forced to gift the Queen.

He was raised by the Lo-
gins, a Scottish couple who
instilled in him a love for the
highlands and had the Sikh
teenager christened. Duleep
grew up in a milieu far from
his native Punjab — a British
gentleman who married a
woman of German-Abyssin-
ian descent, a sure shot with
the rifle, a darling of the
Queen and a politically-in-
clined prince, even as he
was a pawn in the Great
Game. But much of that
changed for the ‘Black
Prince of Perthshire’ when
he met his mother. He tried
hard to return to Lahore to
win back his throne and con-
vert to Sikhism. He finally
died heart-broken in a hotel
room in Paris — caught
between two cultures and at
home with none.

It is this daring journey of
self-discovery, which in-
spired Sikhs to fight British
imperialism until Independ-
ence, that Indian-born Brit-
ish writer-actor-director Kavi
Raz brings to life in The

Black Prince. 
Starring acclaimed Sufi

poet-singer Satinder Sartaaj
as Duleep Singh, Shabana
Azmi as the fiery Rani
Jindan, Jason Flemyng as Dr
Login and Amanda Root as
Queen Victoria, the film
launched its trailer at
Cannes. 

Excerpts from a telephone
interview with Raz:

This is a colonial story
mostly forgotten. What
urged you to make the
film?
● It’s a story that was beg-
ging to be told — the end of a
glorious chapter for the
Sikhs in their short but rich
heritage of the Khalsa king-
dom. I believe The Black
Prince will resonate with
people, as they witness Ma-
haraja Duleep Singh’s jour-
ney. There are so many mis-
conceptions about the end
of the Sikh raj and about Du-
leep’s personal life. This was
an opportunity to set the re-
cord straight and give voice
to the boy-king of a powerful
yet lost kingdom.

How difficult was it to
compress a lifetime in
two hours?
● That was the most challen-
ging. Even just focussing on
Duleep’s life is quite a
massive task; I had to make
some hard choices as to
what to keep. Since this is
the first film ever made
about him, I had to design a

style that’s entirely my own.

Where did you research
for the film?
● There are several books
and periodicals on that
period, but most of them are
from a British perspective. I
wanted to know more about
the man struggling to find
his identity, a king fighting
to regain his kingdom and a
statesman raising the voice
of India’s freedom. I knew
Duleep’s life had a purpose
far greater than what was ex-
pressed in the written words
I came across.

How he felt, what guided
him, what emotions defined
his decisions; was what I was
looking for. That part of him

was nowhere to be found. I
had to peel away the layers
of superficiality and seek out
the real Duleep.

In which locales has the
film been shot?
● In England, we were able
to film at Eastnor Castle and
Althorp House, Princess Di-
ana’s birthplace, where she
was raised and is now bur-
ied. Other notable places
where we filmed were Liver-
pool Docks, Chester Cathed-
ral and Black Country Living
Museum.

In India, we filmed in Bik-
aner, which turned out to be
a perfect setting for Maha-
raja Ranjit Singh’s fort and
palaces. The film has a tex-

tured and rich period look
that was carefully designed,
directed and photographed.

Is the film based entirely
on fact?
● The film goes beyond — to
the heart and soul of the
man. It’s not the persona ad-
vanced by the distortions of
history.

You chose a well-known
singer to play Duleep.
Why?
● I did not want to cast an es-
tablished actor because I did
not want the character to be
burdened by the actor’s per-
sona. Casting an actor who
had no set screen image
brought a raw freshness.

How did the British
actors react to this
history?
● They were all very sup-
portive in the telling of a
story that does have some
anti-British sentiments. The
script was very well received
in England. We secured the
location at Althorp House
only after Charles Spencer,
Princess Diana’s brother,
read the script.

What has been the
reaction of the Sikh
community?
● We have had festival
screenings where there was a
sizeable Sikh audience. The
response has been phenom-
enal. There has never been a

film of this mag-
nitude that ad-
dresses their his-
tory. I
have in-
vested
my soul
in the
making of
it; I hope the
audience ap-
preciates
that.

On king and country
British writer-actor-director Kavi Raz on bringing alive The Black Prince
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DEEPA ALEXANDER

Fresh face: Casting Satinder Sartaaj, an actor wihout a set screen image, brought a raw freshness; (top right) Kavi Raz * MANOJ KUMAR RICKY

If you make quick calls to
your local directory service,
asking for liquid nitrogen or
dry ice suppliers, chances
are you can get both home-
delivered. The former for
₹70-100 a litre, the latter, ₹50
a kilo. Of course, the cryo-
genic liquid cylinder that
contains liquid nitrogen has
a security deposit of
₹15,000, while the seller will
tell you that with dry ice, you
can simply use a paper to
handle it. Both, known for
their ‘smoke effect’, are used
through fogging machines or
simply on their own (dry ice
is put into water; liquid ni-
trogen thrown on the floor).
They create a sort of atmo-
spheric haze, often at chil-
dren’s space-themed birth-
day parties or in
backyard-chemistry experi-
ments for kids ( just check
YouTube).

Touch
With the scary incident in
Gurgaon, where a man who
drank a cocktail with LN2
had to have a part of his
stomach taken out, it’s time
to look at how safe these
quickly-dissipating solids
are. “Dry ice is solidified car-
bon dioxide at -78.5 degrees,
while liquid nitrogen (LN2) is
nitrogen gas in its liquid
form at -197 degrees centi-
grade,” says Dr Uma Shanker
Rai, a professor of chemistry
at Banaras Hindu University.
This means that if you

handle either with bare
hands when you’re attempt-
ing to ‘fog’ your party, you
could get frost bite at the
very least. But with LN2, you
could also get cold burns and
even skin freezing that
causes tissue damage, says a
paper on safe handling of the
substance, from the Duke
Occupational & Environ-
mental Safety Office, a part
of the Duke University
ecosystem.

Smell
If you plan to hire or buy a

fogging machine though,
avoid using it indoors, espe-
cially in small, confined
spaces. “The CO2 that is re-
leased from dry ice can re-
place oxygen in the atmo-
sphere, and should be
avoided. In addition, it may
form carbonates if there are
other impurities in the atmo-
sphere,” says Dr Rai. LN2 ex-
pands by a factor of 700,
which means it can quickly
fill a closed room. While ni-
trogen is an inert gas — re-
member 78% of the air we
breathe has nitrogen — if it

replaces oxygen, it can be
dangerous and cause
suffocation.

Ingestion
Dry ice and LN2 are used in
the mass production of
frozen and packaged foods.
“Perishable foods are sub-
ject to them, so as to
quickly freeze items
without the texture chan-
ging or cells breaking
down. Tins will have them
as stabilisers, to remove the
oxygen content (nitrogen
replaces it) that would oth-

thing that’s novel, and it may
be a hazard to either keep
these chemicals at home or
even indulge in them at a res-
taurant,” says paediatric
gastroenterologist and hep-
atologist Dr Anupam Sibal,
group medical director,
Apollo Hospitals, Delhi.

But with chefs being ex-
perimental these days, you’ll
probably encounter molecu-
lar gastronomy even in the
mall. “With this application
of chemistry to food, what is
considered safe is to wait for
the bubbles to subside and
the vapours and fumes to
blow away, before consump-
tion, says Dr K C Raghu, a
food technologist based in
Bengaluru.

With dry ice and LN2 be-
ing so easily available, it’s
better to go the safest way
though. “I don’t know how
these chemicals became con-
sumer goods in the first
place. Even in labs there are
standard operating proced-
ures that we abide by. Exper-
iments done with children
should only be done by
someone who understands
chemistry and how chemic-
als react. So avoid foods with
these, don’t use them for fun
at home, and certainly don’t
call a local magician to your
house to perform so-called
tricks that involve any of
these dangerous materials,”
says analytical chemistry ma-
jor Jubin George Joseph,
COO, Ramaiah Advanced
Testing Laboratory,
Bengaluru.

erwise result in oxidation,
and hence spoiling,” says
Dr Saurabh Arora, founder
of Foodsafetyhelpline.com,
a company that helps com-
panies with FSSAI (Food
Safety and Standards Au-
thority of India) compli-
ance. If you look for the FS-
SAI labelling, you’re sure to
get a product that conforms
to safety standards.

The problem is with the
live counters, where foods
like ice-cream are being
made in front of kids. “Chil-
dren are attracted to any-

Before another incident occurs, let’s take care to avoid these chemicals

Smoke screen
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Sunalini Mathew

Kaushik and Sanjeeta
The Piano Jazz Club will be presenting a

performance by Kaushik and Sanjeeta. Kaushik is

a multi-instrumentalist with the guitar as his

primary instrument. Progressive rock being his

main genre, he is well versed with jazz, soul,

funk and RnB. Delhi-based vocalist Sanjeeta has

learnt Hindustani classical music for eight years.

Venue: B 6, Comm. Comp. Safdarjung Encl.

Time: 9 p.m. 

MUSIC

Mexican Amante: Expressions of Art
IIC is holding an exhibition of traditional Mexican

folk art on Amate paper, which is made from bark

that pre-dates the Hispanic period in Mexico. The

craft is merging of two indigenous traditions: the

Otomi people who created the bark paper, and

Nahua people, the traditional ceramic painters.

Venue: Kamaladevi Complex, Max Mueller Marg

Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

EXHIBITION

Lectures
India International Centre has organised “Indian

Archaeology: Two lectures on Varanasi.” Varanasi

is a religious place dating back to several years in

history. Giving an insightful talk on this place will

be Prof. Vidula Jayaswal and Prof. R. C. Sharma.

Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan will be on the chair.

Venue: Conference Room, Max Mueller Marg

Time: 6.30 p.m.

TALK

Journey...With My Shadow...
Shridharani Art Gallery is holding a solo show of

paintings by Inderjeet S. Grover, “Journey...With

My Shadow...” In this the artist has tried to make

an enlightenment capsules for the audience to

meditate through his work. He paints figments

with various levels of connection to reality.

Venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, Mandi House

Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

SOLO SHOW

Crimson tide
The Art Life Gallery is holding a group art show

to celebrate monsoon season. The exhibition is

showcasing works by Raghu Neware, Chitra

Singh, H. Rehman and Golmei Gandumpu. There

25 works on show are in acrylic on canvas and

focus on the change in the season.

Venue: C 97, Sector 44, Noida

Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

GROUP SHOW

5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE

Aishwarya to play a
glamorous singer 

Atul Manjrekar’s debut
film, Fanney Khan,
starring Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan and Anil
Kapoor, is the Hindi
adaptation of the 2000
Dutch musical drama
film, Everybody’s
Famous!. Aishwarya
will be playing the role
of a glamorous singer, a
completely different
avatar from all her
recent films. 
Talking about the part
of Aishwarya making her singing debut, producer Prernaa
Arora, of KriArj Entertainment, says, “For now, she is not
singing, but yes, she is playing a singer in the film, but in
reality we still have to wait for that big moment when she
decides to sing.” Interestingly, Fanney Khan’s lead actor Anil
Kapoor is known to be singing not one or two but multiple
songs for the musical drama. The team starts building the
set in Mumbai next month and Anil will kick off shooting in
the first week of August, and Aishwarya will join him by the
month-end. The film will wrap up in a start-to-finish
schedule by October.

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

SHORT TAKES

Straight talk
Bollywood actor Ranveer

Singh shared his success man-
tra when he turned up at an
event titled The 50 Most Influ-
ential Young Indians of 2017 at
Hyatt Regency recently.

On what success means to
him, Ranveer Singh says:
“Success is the magnitude of
beneficial footprints that you
leave on society. I am not say-
ing that at a very large level. I
am talking about your imme-
diate circle, your family and
friends. If you can positively affect the lives of others, that to
me is success.”

At the event, organiser GQ India presented its long list of
young Indians who came from politics, fashion, food and
entertainment.
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Jagan sounds poll bugle
at party plenary
AMARAVATI

About two years ahead of the

polls in Andhra Pradesh, YSR

Congress Party national

president Y.S. Jagan Mohan

Reddy on Sunday promised

that he would take a series of

measures aimed at bettering

the lot of farmers and other

sections of people if elected

to power. He made these

promises on the concluding

day of the party plenary. 

IN BRIEF

Chandy hails CPI stand
on administrative issues 
KOTTAYAM

Senior Congress leader

Oommen Chandy on Sunday

hailed the CPI’s stand on

various administrative issues

and criticised those of the

CPI(M), specially on the

removal of encroachments on

government land. He said

clearing encroachments was

not as per the wishes of the

people. PTI

The reason behind the op-
position of the royal family
of erstwhile Travancore
against the opening of Vault
B at the Sree Padman-
abhaswamy Temple on the
basis of a Supreme Court ref-
erence will be discussed with
them on Monday for more
clarity, Devaswom Minister
Kadakampally Surendran
has said. 

Addressing reporters here
on Sunday, Mr. Surendran
said the resistance of the
royal family could be a part
of their long practice of cus-
tom and rituals at the
temple, where the govern-
ment would not be able to
cast any independent
remark.

“Our actions will be based
on the final verdict of the Su-
preme Court considering the

Amicus Curiae’s report,” he
said. 

‘VS’ views personal’
Asked about the statement
of veteran Communist Party

of India (Marist) leader V.S.
Achuthanandan that several
valuables kept in secret
vaults were previously car-
ted away from the temple,
Mr. Surendran said it was

purely based on the personal
conviction of Mr.
Achuthanandan. “I have no
such view yet and I still be-
lieve that the royal family
has made valuable contribu-
tions to the growth of
Thiruvananthapuram,” he
said. 

“In a democratic system,
the royal family too has the
right to express their stance.
We have no soft-corner for
them and so far we acted
only on the basis of court
verdicts on the subject,” said
Mr. Surendran.

The Amicus Curiae’s re-
port in the Supreme Court
underscored that the Vault B
had already been opened
five times and definitely the
court would consider such
facts ahead of the final ver-
dict, which would be ex-
ecuted as such by the gov-
ernment, he said. 

Opening of temple Vault B:
talks with royal family today 
Kerala govt. will go only by Supreme Court verdict, says Devaswom Minister 

Hanging ire: The Amicus Curiae’s report in Supreme Court
underscored that Vault B had already been opened ive times.

Staff Reporter

Kozhikode 

Soon, the process of regis-
tering a school in Karnataka
is likely to become easier for
school managements as the
Department of Primary and
Secondary Education has
decided to tweak norms for
establishing and maintaining
an educational institution. 

As per the new norms,
private body of individuals
shall be eligible to establish
and maintain an educational
institution, which was
earlier restricted to trusts
and societies.

However, it states that the
private body of persons who
start it should have educa-
tion as one of the principal
objectives and the body of
persons concerned should

be established on a non-pro-
prietary and non-profit shar-
ing basis. It also states that
the funds of the institution
should not be channelised
for any purpose other than
“furthering” education
within its ambit. 

Ajay Seth, Additional
Chief Secretary of the de-
partment, pointed out that
the department’s move was
aimed at bringing consist-
ency and simplifying the
rules to start a school. “Al-
lowing schools to start un-
der society or trust mode
only was a cumbersome ex-
ercise for school manage-
ments and the proposed
rules aim to make it easier
for private schools to re-
gister and operate,” he said. 

Corporate style
Sairam Bhat, Associate Pro-
fessor at National Law
School of India University,
said this would bring about a
corporate style of function-
ing of educational institu-
tions. He, however, said that

it would not necessarily
mean commercialisation. 

The move has been wel-
comed particularly by pre-
schools, which are smaller
establishments. Pruthvi Ban-
wasi, secretary of Karnataka
Council of Preschools, said
that it was easier to set up a
preschool under Limited Li-
ability Partnership as the li-
abilities for an individual
were minimal.

However, the existing
schools have become jittery. 

D. Shashi Kumar, general
secretary of the Associated
Managements of Primary and
Secondary Schools in
Karnataka, said this would
open up avenues for invest-
ment and would have an ad-
verse impact on existing
schools. 

Now, it is easy to start a school in Karnataka 
Private body of individuals can establish and maintain educational institutions

Tanu Kulkarni

Bengaluru

Those who start schools
should have education as one
of the principal objectives.

* FILE PHOTO

Police in Dakshina Kannada
arrested 13 persons and re-
gistered four cases in con-
nection with stone pelting at
B.C. Road during the funeral
procession of RSS activist
Sharath Madiwala on
Saturday.

A special police team has
also been formed to investig-
ate the murder. 

Bantwal and B.C. Road
near Mangaluru witnessed
an uneasy calm on Sunday.
Shops and businesses re-
mained closed. 

Two persons were injured
and several vehicles and an
ATM counter damaged in the
stone pelting during the pro-
cession. 

Sharath died in a hospital
in Mangaluru on Friday
night. 

Dakshina Kannada Super-

intendent of Police C.H. Sud-
heer Kumar Reddy said the
investigation team compris-
ing officials from district po-

lice and Mangaluru Police
Commissionerate would
work on the case. . Mr.
Reddy said the two injured
persons had not filed com-
plaints. 

Another attack 
Referring to another attack
on the city’s outskirts on Sat-
urday night, Mangaluru Po-
lice Commissioner T.R.
Suresh said a case was re-
gistered against three
unidentified persons for as-
saulting 24-year-old Chiran-
jeevi at Kuttar in Ullal. 

The assailants followed
Chiranjeevi, who was riding
a motorcycle, and hit him on
his head with a weapon. He
is recovering, the Police
Commissioner said.

13 held for Dakshina Kannada violence
Joint special investigation team to probe RSS activist’s murder

Special Correspondent 

Mangaluru

Political blame game over
the communal trouble in
Dakshina Kannada district
continued on Sunday too
between the BJP and the
Congress.

Union Minister D.V.
Sadananda Gowda blamed
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
for being responsible for the
incidents and demanded his
resignation. He told report-

ers in Bengaluru that Mr.
Siddaramaiah should take
the responsibility for failing
to prevent recurring com-
munal incidents as he also
held the Home portfolio.

Reacting sharply to the
charges, Mr. Siddaramaiah
said the situation would
quickly return to normal if
the BJP remained neutral.
He accused the BJP of trying
to instigate communal viol-
ence in the district.

Blame game continues 
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

A report by the amicus curiae
V. Suresh submitted in the
Madras High Court on June
20, in a public interest litiga-
tion begun in 2015, has
thrown light on the large-
scale illegal mining of beach
sand in Tamil Nadu. The
State government banned
beach sand mining and ex-
ports in 2013.

The report, accessed ex-
clusively by The Hindu,
provides insights about more
than two decades of official
neglect and/or collusion by
various departments of the
Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government – from the De-
partment of Atomic Energy
to the Union Ministry of
Mines as well as various State
departments. It speaks of
large-scale illegal mining of
beach sand and minerals and
its exports, taking into ac-
count data supplied by each
of the government agencies

involved in granting of per-
missions to mine beach sand
and beach minerals.

Beach sand in Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi and Kanniyaku-
mari districts comprise a
mixture of rare minerals such
as garnet, ilmenite, rutile,
leucoxene, zircon and mon-
azite. Of these, monazite is
known as an atomic mineral
and can be processed to yield
thorium, a nuclear fuel.

The report says out of 1.5
crore metric tonnes (MT) of
raw sand mined between
2000 and 2017 in the three
districts, 57% has been mined
illegally. Similarly, the com-
putation of illegally mined
minerals like garnet and il-
menite ranges from 61% to al-
most 70% of the total amount
mined during the same
period. “The total quantum
of exports post ban period
amounts to 28% of the total
exports made from 2000-
2017,” claims the report. This
means that out of a total of al-

most 78 lakh MT of beach
sand minerals exported from
2000 to 2017, the ban period
of around four years saw ex-
ports of almost 22 lakh MT, a
little less than one-third of
the total exports that took
place in 16 years.

The report observed that –
“… a high level probe needs
to be instituted to examine
how such approvals were
given and to fix accountabil-
ity for the same. Considering
the high value of the miner-
als, the probe should also ex-
plore possibilities of different
types of influences leading to
the granting of approvals of
mining plans on the part of
officials of IBM and AMD. The
highest levels of officials in
the decision-making chain
should be personally held li-
able for decisions found to be
of doubtful or questionable
nature.”

(Sandhya Ravishankar is
an independent journalist
based out of Chennai)

It provides insights into over two decades of oicial neglect
Sandhya Ravishankar

Chennai

Illegalities in beach sand mining 
in T.N., says amicus curiae report 



AE Assistant Engineer (Civil) at
least 5−6 years teaching experi-
ence. In Itanagar (AP) Free accom-
modation & Salary per month one
lakh. Contact No: 9436268348

I KUSUMLATA W/o R.S Gupta lost
original share certificate of flat
no 140 Society name Agroha Kunj
Sec−13 Rohini Delhi if found ct
9999848120
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Nestled in a bylane and away
from the hustle and bustle of
Delhis chaotic Paharganj
area, lies a quaint ‘Jewish
oasis’ where weary Israeli
travellers stop by to feel at
home. At the corner of the
bylane, dotted with bilingual
- English and Hebrew - com-
mercial signboards, a flight
of stairs takes visitors to a
world, which could well be
mistaken for a traditional
household in Jerusalem or
Tel Aviv.

Rendezvous point
Welcome to Chabad House,
a rendezvous point, a com-
munity centre and a water-
ing hole, all rolled into one,
for Israelis to “meet, greet
and eat” together, and after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to that country,
the place is brimming with
excitement.

“From weary tourists to
people visiting India for
business purposes, they
come first to the Chabad
House and seek guidance for
hotel and lodging facilities in
Delhi as much as for social-
ising with fellow

countrymen.
“Travellers, who are visit-

ing other parts of India and
transiting through the city,
also come here just to exper-
ience a slice of Israel. They
pray, eat kosher food, share
Israeli snacks, celebrate Jew-
ish festivals and make
merry,” Rabbi Akiva said.

And the centre is indeed a
home away from home, the
room on the first floor of the
House, replete with Jewish

paraphernalia. Rabbi Akiva
takes his seat surrounded by
a library of books on Juda-
ism stacked up against the
walls while kippah-wearing
men perform tefillah ( Jewish
prayer) in one corner, while
a group of backpackers chat
up, share ‘Bamba’ (famous
Israeli snack) and exchange
pleasantries in another, be-
fore moving to their hotel
rooms or the next
destinations.

Nitzan Zeira and Shir Ar-
zuan, two friends from Tel
Aviv, who stopped by at the
Chabad House before travel-
ling to Dharamsala, are su-
per excited that Modi be-
came the “first Indian PM to
visit my country”.

“We Israelis have been
travelling to India in good
numbers, and we really
hope that after Modi's visit,
the tourist influx from India
to our side would go up.”

Modi during the visit had
also met 11-year-old Moshe
Holtzberg, the Israeli child
who lost his parents in the
2008 Mumbai terror attack,
a gesture that has warmed
the hearts of Israelis, from
Delhi to Tel Aviv.

Traditional Judaism
A Chabad House is a com-
munity centre for dissemin-
ating traditional Judaism by
the Chabad movement.
These houses are run by a
Chabad Shaliach (emissary),
his wife - a Shlucha - and his
family.

Rabbi Akiva is the
Shaliach at Paharganj's
Chabad House. 

"We moved two places in
the vicinity before settling
here off Main Bazaar Road. It
was established in 1993, the
first in Delhi. A second one
came up some years ago in
Vasant Vihar,” he said.

Outside in the street of
bustling Main Bazaar, a mid-
air hanging vinyl-made sig-
nage in Hebrew points to-
wards the Chabad House in
the bylane, while many
shops and tour operators
display bilingual
advertisements.

Eat, pray, love at ‘Little Israel’ in Delhi
In the Capital’s Paharganj area, lies a quaint ‘Jewish oasis’ where weary Israeli travellers feel at home

Home away from home: Israelis travellers relaxing at the Chabad House in Paharganj. * PTI

Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

Amarinder wants to
divert attention: Badal 
CHANDIGARH

Former Punjab Chief Minister

Parkash Singh Badal on

Sunday described his

successor Amarinder Singh’s

allegation against him on the

Behbal Kalan police firing as

an “attempt to divert the

people’s attention from his

government’s failure to

honour the poll promises”. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Three siblings die due 
to mysterious illness 
NAWADA

Three siblings died and

another was taken ill in

Bihar’s Nawada district, a

medical officer said on

Sunday. District Medical

Officer Ravindra Kumar said

that three children had died

of a mysterious illness since

Saturday at Dharamur village

in the Hisua police station

area. Another child was taken

critically ill at the same

village, he said. PTI 

Three children crushed
to death in Mohali 
MOHALI

Three children, including a

brother and sister, were

crushed to death while

another sustained injuries

when a car hit them while

they were crossing the road in

the Kharar area here, the

police said. The deceased

were identified as Manvir (8),

Ritu (12), (brother and sister)

and Nikhil (10), they said. PTI 

BJP worker arrested 
for duping man 
RAIGARH

A BJP worker has been

arrested from the district for

allegedly duping his

colleague on the false

promise of giving a

government job to his wife by

claiming to be the

representative of

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister

Raman Singh, the police said

on Saturday. The accused -

Netram Chauhan (38) - was

arrested on Saturday. PTI 

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim, Ut-
tarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Jharkhand, Odisha, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Konkan and Goa.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............0.3.... 31.4.... 26.2 Kozhikode .............5.7.... 30.3.... 23.9

Ahmedabad............. -.... 35.5.... 26.4 Kurnool .................... -.... 34.4.... 25.7

Aizawl .................2.0.... 30.9.... 13.2 Lucknow..............22.4.... 33.9.... 25.6

Allahabad ............0.8.... 32.8.... 27.2 Madurai.................... -.... 38.2.... 27.0

Bengaluru ............... -.... 26.1.... 20.2 Mangaluru...........17.1.... 26.9.... 22.4

Bhopal.................... -.... 35.7.... 26.0 Mumbai...............10.2.... 32.3.... 24.6

Bhubaneswar .....21.9.... 30.2.... 24.6 Mysuru..................1.4.... 27.8.... 19.0

Chandigarh ............. -.... 36.8.... 27.6 New Delhi ................ -.... 38.8.... 30.0

Chennai .................. -.... 33.0.... 28.9 Patna ....................... -.... 34.4.... 28.1

Coimbatore............. -.... 31.0.... 23.2 Port Blair ............17.7.... 29.6.... 23.5

Dehradun................ -.... 34.0.... 25.3 Puducherry............... -.... 34.4.... 26.4

Gangtok.............55.2.... 20.8.... 18.5 Pune ........................ -.... 30.1.... 22.4

Goa ........................ -.... 27.0.... 24.0 Raipur ...................... -.... 34.2.... 27.7

Guwahati ...........10.4.... 32.2.... 26.5 Ranchi.................28.0.... 31.6.... 22.5

Hubballi.................. -.... 28.0.... 22.0 Shillong.................0.5.... 24.8.... 17.1

Hyderabad .............. -.... 33.0.... 24.6 Shimla...................... -.... 24.5.... 17.1

Imphal...............19.7.... 30.2.... 22.5 Srinagar ................... -.... 32.9.... 18.7

Jaipur ..................... -.... 38.7.... 28.4 Trivandrum .........10.4.... 31.5.... 24.0

Kochi.................19.0.... 30.8.... 22.6 Tiruchi ..................... -.... 37.1.... 27.6

Kohima................7.2.... 25.0.... 18.4 Vijayawada ............... -.... 36.5.... 26.4

Kolkata..............11.7.... 33.4.... 27.2 Visakhapatnam .......0.4.... 31.0.... 26.5

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observations made at
4 p.m., Howrah recorded
an air quality index (AQI)
score of 451, indicating
high levels of pollutants
in the air. In contrast,
Aurangabad recorded a
healthy AQI score of 49.

Ahmedabad ....... .....-......- ......- .........- ........-........-

Bengaluru ............10 ...18 ....40 ...... 29 ........- ......*

Chennai..................6 ...15 ....33 .... 100 ........- ......*

Delhi....................15 ...19 ..166 .... 140 ........- ......*

Hyderabad............10 ...26 ....13 ...... 46 ........- ......*

Kolkata ................28 ...41 ....15 .........- .....89 ......*

Lucknow ................5 ...21 ....42 ...... 21 ........- ......*

Mumbai............. .....-......- ....69 .........- ........-........-

Pune ....................14 ...27 ....68 ...... 25 .....33 ......*

Visakhapatnam .....18 ...18 ....68 ...... 26 .....19 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

One does not have a funda-
mental right to keep a
weapon and its possession
nowadays is more for
“showing off” as a “status
symbol” than for self-de-
fence, the Delhi High Court
has said.

The observation by
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva
came while rejecting a
private company official’s
plea for an arms licence, a
request which was denied
to him by the licensing au-

thority of the police as well
as Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal.

Upholding the decisions
of the licensing authority
and the L-G, the court said,

“We do not live in a lawless
society where individuals
have to acquire or hold
arms to protect them-
selves.” 

It said that the object of
the Arms Act was to ensure
that weapons were avail-
able to citizens for self-de-
fence, but it “does not
mean that every individual
should be given a licence”
to possess a weapon.

“The object of the Act is
self-defence. The grant of
Arms licence is a privilege
conferred by the Act. There

ratory firing at marriages,
etc.,” the court said.

The petitioner had
sought an arms licence on
the grounds that he deals
with cash ranging between
₹2-3 lakh on a daily basis
and needs a weapon for his
safety and to secure the
money.

The court rejected the
contention, saying that the
cash belonged to the com-
pany and if there was any
need to protect the money,
the company would take
the requisite measures.

is no fundamental right of
an individual to hold an
arm [weapon].” 

“Status symbol”
The court further said that
possession of arms had be-
come a “status symbol”
nowadays.

“Possession of arms has
become a status symbol. In-
dividuals seek to possess
arms mostly for the pur-
poses of showing off that
they are influential people.
Arms are even being used
indiscriminately for celeb-

Weapons not for showing of, says High Court
‘Object of the Arms Act was to ensure that weapons were available to citizens for self-defence’

Press Trust of India

New Delhi



Concerns regarding a build-
up of resistance to antiviral
drugs used to treat swine flu
are surfacing, after two such
drugs — Oseltamivir and
Zanamivir — were taken off
the restrictive Schedule X of
the Drugs and Comestics
Rules. Now under Schedule
H1, the drugs can be stocked
by all chemists. 

Central health authorities
have also advised doctors to
prescribe the drugs based on
strong symptoms, without
opting for the swab test.
Medical experts say these
decisions could lead to mis-
use and eventually, severe
drug resistance.

Oseltamivir and Zanam-
ivir are antiviral drugs that
block the actions of influ-
enza virus types A and B in
the body. While Oseltamivir
is available as tablets,
Zanamivir comes in powder
form. 

Dr. Vasant Nagvekar, a
Mumbai-based infectious
diseases expert, said, “We
are already witnessing anti-
biotic resistance and related
hazards. Resistance built up
only because antibiotics
were easily available and
even sold over the counter.
Now, we seem to be going
the same way with antiviral
drugs.” 

His reaction to the govern-
ment’s decision was mixed.

“It is good, because when
H1N1 cases are on the rise,
the drug will be available to
patients easily. However, it
could backfire because in In-
dia, we don’t use caution.
The doctors will prescribe
these drugs so widely that
eventually it will stop work-
ing.” 

Restrictions in place
Drugs under Schedule X re-
quire three copies of pre-
scription for the doctor, pa-
tient and chemist, and can

be sold by a chemist who
holds a special Schedule X li-
cence. Also, the chemist has
to preserve the prescription
copy for up to three years. In
Schedule H1, only one copy
of the prescription is re-
quired, and drugs in this cat-
egory can be sold by all
chemists. 

Hakim Kapasi, a chemist
and wholesaler from
Andheri, said, “Chemists
will still need a prescription
to sell the drug. The only dif-
ference is, the drug will be

widely available. It all de-
pends on doctors now. If
they prescribe the drug with
caution, there won’t be mis-
use.” 

Till date this year, India
has recorded over 11,700
H1N1 cases and 561 deaths. 

Dr. Khusrav Bajan, a phys-
ician and intensivist at
Hinduja Hospital, said, “Bac-
teria mutate much faster
than viruses, so I don’t think
resistance should be a cause
of concern when there is a
spurt in H1N1 cases.” 

Easier access to H1N1 medicines
raises fears of drug resistance 
Doctors feel misuse will lead to a situation of anti-viral medications turning inefective

Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai
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Monsoon likely to
weaken over Kerala 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Even as the southwest

monsoon continued to

advance into the northern

parts of the country, Kerala

has registered a seasonal

rainfall deficiency of more

than 20% up to July 9. An

meteorological forecast for

the next two weeks indicates

a weaker phase of the

monsoon over Kerala.

NEARBY

Eight-year-old mauled 
to death by stray dogs 
JIND

An eight-year-old boy was

mauled to death by stray

dogs in Titakhori village here

in Haryana on Saturday, the

police said. Ashish, son of a

migrant labourer, was

returning after buying milk

when he was attacked. PTI 

The report titled ‘400 BSF
men rushed to contain
Bengal clashes’ ( July 5) re-
ferred by name to a young
man who is almost 18 years
old; a photograph of his ac-
companied it. It was not
known at the time of filing
the report that he is a
minor.

The Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, Sec-
tion 74, lays down that no
media report on “any in-
quiry or investigation or ju-
dicial procedure, shall dis-
close the name, address or
school or any other partic-
ular which may lead to the
identification of a child in
conflict with law…” The

Hindu apologises for the
error of judgment, caused
by the confusion about the
boy’s age and lack of clarity
at the time of going to
press. — Editor

Clariication
& apology

The Bengali film industry
has been severely hit by the
imposition of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST). Industry
captains feel GST will
severely damage the already
ailing industry.

The chairman of the ex-
hibitors’ committee at East-
ern India Motion Picture As-
sociation said they had
planned meetings “to take a
call” on the issue.

Before July 1, cinema hall
owners in Bengal were pay-
ing a tax of 2% to exhibit
Bengali films, while for non-
Bengali films the rate was
30%. GST has put in place
two slabs for all the films.
Film tickets priced below
₹100 now attract 18% GST,
while on tickets above ₹100,
the tax is 28%. Out of these,
the State government gets
50% of the collection. For ex-
hibitors it is a huge jump,
from 2% to 18%.

State offers rebate
Realising that this will
severely harm the industry
that employs about 50,000
people directly or indirectly,
the West Bengal government
has announced a rebate. It
has decided to “give a rebate
on cinema tickets for exhibi-
tion of regional films…[made
in] Bengali, Nepali and
Santhali languages.” Such re-
bates will be 7% for tickets

priced up to ₹100 and 12%
for tickets above ₹100.

So, exhibitors will have to
pay 9% (Central GST) and 2%
(State GST), an increase of
7%, for tickets below ₹100.
Since GST portal has no pro-
vision of accepting an 11%
tax, the exhibitors will have
to pay the full amount —18
and 28% —and avail the re-
fund on rebate later.

“This means we have to
pay the money from our
pocket and claim it later; we
do not know how or when it
would be refunded,” said
Sunit Singh, chairman of the
exhibitors’ committee at
EIMPA.

“Additionally, there was
2-3%, we could collect on
maintenance of the hall,
which would stop. This is an

industry which is not doing
very well by any yardstick
and this would strike the last
nail,” said Mr Singh.

Dwindling numbers
Out of about 800 single
screen cinema halls in
Bengal, 450 have shut down
in last six years; a very tiny
percentage of more than 100
films make profit and more
and more producers are mi-
grating to television while
multiplexes are routinely es-
calating ticket prices. 

Mr. Singh feels Marathi
and Bengali films will be
worst hit among the regional
films. Anticipating the
threat, regional players are
planning to come to a single
platform to approach the
GST Council. 

GST hits Bengali ilm industry
Tickets priced below ₹100 now attract 18% tax

Suvojit Bagchi

Kolkata

Common concerns: Kite-makers protesting against GST on
the banks of the Sabarmati in Ahmedabad on Sunday. * PTI

The talks between Kerala
Finance Minister T.M.
Thomas Isaac and repres-
entatives of the Kerala
Vyapari Vyavasayi Ekopana
Samithy, one of the largest
traders’ organisations in
the State, hit a road block
on Sunday over the finer
details of implementing
the GST. 

The latter said it would
go ahead with its call for a
token stir on Tuesday.

Stir in Kerala
on Tuesday
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

The World Health Organiz-
ation (WHO) has said anti-
biotic resistance is making
gonorrhoea, a sexually-
transmitted disease,
“much harder and some-
times impossible” to treat,
citing data from 77 coun-
tries, including India.

The global health body
said every year, an estim-
ated 35.2 million people
were infected by the dis-
ease in the WHO’s Western
Pacific Region and 11.4 mil-
lion in the southeast Asian
Region, which includes In-
dia. Asked if India was a
part of the 77 countries,
the WHO, Geneva, replied,
“India is part of the 77
countries and has been co-
ordinating with the Antimi-
crobial Resistance (AMR) in
gonorrhoea in South East
Asia Region”.

“The bacteria that cause
gonorrhoea are particu-
larly smart. Every time we
use a new class of antibiot-
ics to treat the infection,
the bacteria evolve to resist
them,” said Dr. Teodora
Wi, Medical Officer, Hu-
man Reproduction, WHO.

Gonorrhoea
gets diicult
to treat
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Textile traders in
Ahmedabad are set to
launch an indefinite strike
to protest against imposi-
tion of 5% GST on fabric.
More than 25,000 traders
engaged in wholesale or re-
tail business of clothing
will join the strike.

On Saturday, approxim-
ately one lakh traders in
Gujarat’s textiles hub Surat
took out a massive rally.
The traders in Surat and
other parts of the State
have been organising
protests in various places.

Spare fabric,
say traders
Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Manipur has been partially
cut off from the rest of the
country since Sunday morn-
ing as landslips triggered by
rains damaged NH 37 at
Tamenglong district. The
highway is one of the two
lifelines of Manipur.

Official reports said land-
slips breached the mountain
highway near Sinam village
and huge cracks had ap-
peared at many places. The
222-km-long highway is un-

der the supervision of the
Border Roads Organisation.

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh led a ministerial team
to the flood-affected areas in
Imphal east district. Most of
the low-lying areas have
been flooded for more than
a week now. Mr. Singh dis-
tributed relief material in
camps. 

More rains have been
forecast in the State, where
all rivers are already run-
ning above the warning
level.

Manipur partially 
cut of by landslips
Iboyaima Laithangbam

IMPHAL

Unable to buy a pair of oxen
due to acute poverty, 42-
year-old Sardar Barela, a
farmer from the home dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, has been using
his two minor daughters to
plough his fields for the last
two years.

As a shocking video of
Radha, 13, and Kunti, 9,
pulling the plough in place
of the oxen to furrow their
field in Bastanpur Pangari
village went viral, an embar-

rassed district administra-
tion rushed revenue officials
to the place on Saturday,
with appeals to desist from
the practice. 

“As I don’t have money to
buy bulls, I have no option
but to ask my daughters to
pull the plough,” Mr. Barela
told PTI. He said neither
had he money to educate
Radha and Kunti, nor was
he able to reap the benefits
of government schemes. 

“We will ensure that
Barela gets the benefit of all
government schemes,” said
district PRO Ashish Sharma.

Livelihood irst: A farmer with his daughters working in a
ield in Sehore district of Madhya Pradesh on Sunday. * PTI 

Press Trust of India

Sehore (MP)

Farmer’s daughters
pull plough in M.P.

A 30-year-old impoverished
mother of five children al-
legedly sold her newborn
baby girl, her sixth child, for
₹5,000 to a woman on the
premises of the District
Headquarters Hospital here
on Sunday. 

On being tipped off by
the hospital’s security
guards, the police traced the
baby and admitted her to
the hospital a few hours
later. 

The woman identified as
Sammakka, wife of
Bhagavan, a rickshaw puller
of Ranganayakulagutta, gave

birth to a baby girl at the
State-run hospital here on
Saturday. 

Woman sells
newborn

Baby girl traced, shifted to 

Special Correspondent

KHAMMAM
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EDITORIAL

P
olitical violence is commonplace in West Bengal,

where every level of elections is iercely con-

tested. Over the last three years, however, the es-

calating violence has entered more dangerous terrain,

with a marked increase in communal tension and riot-

ing. On July 2 in Basirhat, an inlammatory Facebook

post, allegedly by a 17-year-old, provoked a round of

wanton violence orchestrated by some radical Muslim

outits in the North 24 Parganas district. While the per-

son was arrested quickly, the State government dis-

played a lack of resolve to immediately halt the protests

that led to blocked roads, an attack on a police station,

and vandalisation of shops and houses in Basirhat and

nearby areas. Paramilitary forces were inally deployed

by July 4, returning a degree of calm but only after the

damage had been done. Soon, accusations and recrim-

inations followed as the BJP sought to make this a case

of minority-led communalism while the ruling Trin-

amool Congress complained that the BJP was fanning

communal tensions. The politics spilled over into a

needless spat between Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee

and Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi, attended by alleg-

ations and name-calling. Rather than personalise and

politicise a meeting between constitutional functionar-

ies to extract political mileage, Ms. Banerjee should

have shown greater initiative to defuse the situation by

tackling the violence irmly and bringing to book those

responsible for the acts of arson. The incidents in

Basirhat seem eerily similar to what transpired in

Kaliachak in Malda district in January 2016. Then, too,

the State government had not shown alacrity in ending

the violence, or acting against those responsible for it.

Such communal violence is not common in West

Bengal, which makes it all the more worrisome. The

State had largely escaped the communal trouble that

erupted in many parts of North India during the run-up

to and in the wake of the Babri Masjid demolition in

1992. In terms of political discourse, the contestation

between the Congress and the Left Front, and later with

the TMC, was mainly on the basis of class politics or pat-

ronage. Ever since the Muslim peasantry, especially in

southern Bengal, abandoned its support for the Left

Front — a fallout of the anti-land acquisition agitations

in Nandigram and Singur — the TMC has worked assidu-

ously to consolidate its support among them. But it has

done this by blatantly pandering to conservative and re-

actionary sections among Muslims, in the hope of earn-

ing the community’s support. Such an approach is ex-

actly what the BJP, which was once electorally

irrelevant in the State, feeds on in order to frame its own

polarising narrative. From all accounts this has worked,

as the party has grown into something of a political

force in the State. Some of West Bengal’s districts have

been hit particularly hard by the increasing hold of sec-

tarian politics, which risks turning the State into a com-

munal hot spot. Steps must be taken to urgently reverse

this trend before further damage is done. 

A dangerous turn
The West Bengal government should urgently

restore law and order in North 24 Parganas

T
he failure in Geneva last week of a round of talks

on the reuniication of Cyprus is by all measures a

huge diplomatic setback. This is not the irst time

the United Nations-backed dialogue between the break-

away Turkish-Cypriot state in the north and the Greek-

Cypriot Republic of Cyprus has been deadlocked. Even

so, the current stalemate is disappointing as the pro-

spects for a inal deal had been pinned on the two inter-

locutors — Cyprus President Nicos Anastasiades and

Mustafa Akinci, his counterpart in Northern Cyprus.

Both represent a generation that regards the status quo

as an everyday reminder of the memories of partition of

the island, whose combined population is just about

one and a half million. The split took place in 1974 when

Turkey invaded the north after an Athens-backed coup

in Cyprus aimed at annexing the island. Among the

main challenges the two leaders face is the demand for

restitution of the property rights of the Greek-Cypriots

who had led the north in the 1970s. The establishment

of an institutional framework to secure the interests of

both ethnic groups is another. Nicosia’s assurances of a

rotating presidency between Greek and Turkish-Cypri-

ots in a future federal union have not soothed anxieties

in the north. Another challenge is Turkey’s refusal to

guarantee the withdrawal of its troops stationed in the

north. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan insists on an in-

deinite Turkish military presence on the island. 

The record of stalled negotiations, in fact, is almost as

old as the 1974 partition. An early test of the diplomatic

and political resolve to reunite the region was the 2002

Koi Annan plan for reconciliation. Its terms were rejec-

ted by Greek-Cypriots in a 2004 referendum, which co-

incided with Cyprus joining the European Union.

Voters had counted on the increased leverage EU mem-

bership would allow them vis-à-vis the north. On the

other hand, the Turkish-Cypriots had ratiied the An-

nan plan overwhelmingly, sensing enhanced prospects

for a reunited island inside the bloc. The potential for

reconciliation might also have been boosted by Tur-

key’s bid to join the EU, which was then high on the

agenda in Brussels. More than a decade later, a reunion

seems to be as elusive as ever. Yet, the economic incent-

ives for reuniication have, if anything, become more

compelling. A united Cyprus would allow both parts of

the island to realise their immense tourism potential.

The prospect of exploitation of ofshore gas reserves in

the Mediterranean too is something the two sides could

then realistically set their eyes on. But the imperative is

not just economic — a successful settlement would al-

low Cyprus to be more in control of its afairs, without

both the sides being so reliant on neighbouring powers.

Divided island
The UN must quickly pick up the pieces 

to restart talks on the reuniication of Cyprus 

W
e should by now be accus-
tomed to Sino-Indian sum-
mits occurring with the

backdrop of border trouble, and
Friday’s G20 meeting between a
smiling Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and a less enthused Chinese
President Xi Jinping was no excep-
tion. But the Doka La stand-of, at
the southern tip of the Chumbi Val-
ley where India, Bhutan, and China
meet, is perhaps the most signiic-
ant of all the border confrontations
that have roiled the India-China re-
lationship in recent years. This is
not because of its size, dwarfed by
the Sumdorong Chu crisis of 1986-
87, or duration, still only a few days
longer than the Daulat Beg Oldi
stand-of of 2013. Rather, the im-
portance of the incident is
threefold.

What it implies 
One factor is the unique position of
the Chumbi Valley, which is at once
a dangerous conduit into the
slender Siliguri Corridor and a dan-
gerous choke point, exposed on
both sides, for Chinese forces. A
second factor is that this tussle is
formally over the interests and
rights of a third country, Bhutan,
echoing the wider competition for
inluence in smaller countries —
Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and else-
where — across the Indo-Paciic re-
gion. Third, the stand-of comes in
a period when it is clear that the
wheels are coming of the India-
China wagon, with Indian trust in
Chinese intentions collapsing

steadily and Beijing taking an ever-
more strident tone.

At the military level, India has
good reason to prevent Chinese
road building near Doka La.
Chinese activity has steadily in-
creased in the area beneath
Bhutan’s claim-line, pushing the
area under its de facto control
about 5 km southwards, towards a
crucial ridge-line. This has a num-
ber of implications. It would widen
the area of Chinese control in an
otherwise very narrow valley, from
around 8-9 km (Batang La to the
Amo Chu river) to 12-13 km
(Gamochen to the river), thereby
easing the logistics of moving large
numbers of troops. Control of the
dominating ridgeline would also
give China a strong position, by
some accounts even domination,
over Indian posts to the west, and
Bhutanese ones to the south and
east.

India is still well short of match-
ing the impressive infrastructure
development in Tibet over the past
decade, with two-thirds of sanc-
tioned roads on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) still un-built. But
Chinese forces moving through the
Chumbi Valley — 90 km from top to
bottom — would have long, ex-
posed lanks. India has a formid-
able set of forces arrayed to the

west, with mountain divisions in
Gangtok (17th), Kalimpong (27th),
and Binaguri (20th) further to the
south, all of which are part of the
Siliguri-based 33 Corps. Further-
more, the 59th division of 17 Corps,
India’s irst mountain strike corps,
raised for the purpose of ofensive
operations into Tibet, is
headquartered in Panagarh and
will reportedly be operational this
year. It’s worth noting that former
National Security Advisor (NSA)
Shivshankar Menon has argued, in
his 2016 book Choices, that Beijing
backed down in the 2013 Depsang
incident “to a great extent because
of India’s improved capabilities,
which left the Chinese in no doubt
that India could embarrass them”.

The Bhutan advantage
Another of India’s military advant-
ages is its privileged relationship
with Bhutan. This allows it to bring
to bear large forces from the east. A
sizeable Indian Military Training
Team (IMTRAT) is permanently
based in western Bhutan, while
other units regularly cooperate
with the Royal Bhutan Army.
Bhutan’s involvement highlights
the way in which Sino-Indian com-
petition is increasingly channelled
through third countries, as China
relentlessly expands into India’s

periphery through strategic invest-
ments, trading relationships and
arms sales. India’s willingness to
intervene forcefully in a bilateral
Bhutan-China dispute is a relec-
tion both of India’s own vital in-
terests in the Chumbi Valley and of
its commanding position in
Bhutan, which might otherwise
have ceded the Doklam plateau to
China in a territorial swap many
years ago. The India-Bhutan
Friendship Treaty, though revised
in 2007 to give Thimpu more
autonomy, still notes that the two
countries “shall cooperate closely
with each other on issues relating
to their national interests”. In this
sense, Bhutan is a special case. But
in stepping across an international
border and defying Chinese ex-
pectations, India has also signalled
a degree of conidence that will res-
onate more widely. This in part ex-
plains the especially vituperative
rhetoric that has seeped out of hy-
per-nationalist outlets like the
Global Times in recent days, such
as lurid promises to “liberate”
Sikkim and Bhutan, as well as
subtler steps such as this week’s
travel advisory for Chinese citizens
in India. 

There is a reasonable chance
that this stand-of will end within
weeks, with China quietly halting
road construction and Indian
troops returning westward to their
posts. The risk of escalation ap-
pears low. More broadly, the
thicket of border agreements accu-
mulated over the past 30 years — in
1988, 1993, 1996, 2003, and 2013 —
serve as an important cushion
whose value is still not fully appre-
ciated. 

But the wider context is one of
relentlessly hardening attitudes,
on both sides. Beijing is aggrieved
by the Dalai Lama’s visit to Tawang
in April, India’s aggressive repudi-

ation of the Belt and Road Initiative
in May, and India’s forward-leaning
posture in the South China Sea —
the latter underscored by Viet-
nam’s two-year extension of a
2006 oil concession to ONGC
Videsh last week. India’s com-
plaints are too numerous and fa-
miliar to elaborate, but they span
international institutions (mem-
bership of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group), terrorism (Masood Azhar),
sovereignty (China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor) and, in a more in-
choate way, questions of the basic
security order in Asia. 

Relationship in a lux 
“India-China relations are under-
going a change,” wrote former For-
eign Secretary Shyam Saran on July
3. “China believes that India should
acknowledge the power disparity
between the two sides and show
appropriate deference to China.”
India has always repudiated this
idea. But it is likely to become
bolder in doing so. This is evident
in last month’s U.S.-India joint
statement, where China was un-
mentioned but all pervasive in
areas from North Korea, to trade,
to freedom of navigation. It is on
display in the Bay of Bengal, where
one of the largest-ever iterations of
the Malabar exercise series is get-
ting underway with aircraft carri-
ers/helicopter carrier from India,
the U.S., and Japan. We see it also in
this weekend’s news, reported in
this newspaper, that the govern-
ment is conducting a national se-
curity review of Chinese invest-
ment in South Asia. Perhaps, in the
coming weeks, 17 Corps will sud-
denly ind that the purse strings
have become looser too.

Shashank Joshi is a Senior Research
Fellow of the Royal United Services
Institute in London

Power games at the tri-junction 
The current border stand-of suggests India is likely to become bolder in resisting the idea of power disparity

shashank joshi
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S
ince 2013, Sri Lanka has been
witnessing a spike in targeted
attacks on the Muslim and

Christian minorities by hard-line
Sinhala-Buddhist groups. It began
with a fringe organisation’s cam-
paign against halal certiication,
forcing shops to stop selling meat
labelled for Islamic guidelines. A
series of attacks on mosques and
shops owned by Muslims followed.
Within a year, violent communal
clashes erupted in the southern
coastal town of Aluthgama, killing
four people and injuring nearly
100.

At that time the incumbent
Mahinda Rajapaksa regime re-
mained silent, leading many to be-
lieve that it was passively backing
the Bodu Bala Sena (BBS or
Buddhist Power Force), a hard-line
Sinhala nationalist organisation
linked to the attacks. After Mr. Ra-
japaksa was ousted in the January
2015 elections, many Sri Lankans
hoped that the newly-elected gov-
ernment would end such impunity. 

Apparently it has not. Since April
this year, over 25 attacks on
mosques and Muslim-owned estab-
lishments have been recorded. Un-
like Mr. Rajapaksa, President
Maithripala Sirisena and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
have publicly stated that there is no

place for religious intolerance in Sri
Lanka. Mr. Sirisena ordered a po-
lice crackdown on violence against
minorities while Mr. Wickremes-
inghe vowed tougher laws against
religious hate crimes.

However, the BBS’s irebrand
monk-leader, Galagoda Aththe
Gnanasara Thero, notorious for his
inciting speeches, including the
one believed to have instigated the
Aluthgama riots, remains virtually
untouched. In late June, the monk,
who had been “in hiding” for a
month, inally surrendered to a
court only to be granted bail the
same day. The BBS continues airing
its very provocative views on
Muslims. 

There is no denying that it was
the long-drawn-out silence of Sri
Lanka’s national leaders that made
the politics of the BBS less of the
fringe and more mainstream in the
irst place.

Political context
It is also important to consider that
whether in India or Sri Lanka, the
intolerance that manifests in hate
attacks is not unrelated to the reli-
gious-nationalist agendas of polit-
ical parties currently in power. Ele-
ments within both governments
can get away with expressing ex-
tremist ideologies, shared by some
of the hard-line groups directly en-
gaging in brutal violence. Also, it is
well-known that the national
parties bank heavily on extreme
right-wing forces for electoral
support.

Less obvious is the spontaneous
alignment of many of the right-
wing religious fundamentalists in

both countries. Apart from agree-
ing ideologically, these groups ap-
pear to be vigorously networking
among themselves.

At the height of anti-Muslim at-
tacks in Sri Lanka in 2013, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) National General
Secretary Ram Madhav, who was
then the national spokesman of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), wrote in its publication Sam-
vada that “the issues raked up by
the BBS are worthy of active and
sympathetic consideration”. In
2014, Gnanasara Thero said discus-
sions were at the “highest level”
with the RSS on a Buddhist-Hindu
‘peace zone’ in the region to com-
bat a “growing threat of radical Is-
lam”. Conirming that informal dis-
cussions were held with “a couple
of people” in the RSS, BBS Chief Ex-
ecutive Oicer Dilanthe Withanage
told The Hindu last week that it is
“high time we worked closely with
the BJP and RSS.” The BBS has also
formed an alliance with Myanmar’s
969 movement, a militant Buddhist
group linked to anti-Muslim riots
there.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad

(VHP) invited Sri Lanka’s Northern
Province Chief Minister C.V.
Wigneswaran for the World Hindu
Congress in New Delhi in Novem-
ber 2014. Addressing the conclave,
the Chief Minister said that the dii-
culties faced by the Hindu com-
munity in the island had not ended
after the war. That the Chief Minis-
ter decided to foreground chal-
lenges of the Hindus alone raised
eyebrows, given that the Northern
Province is also home to war-af-
fected Tamils following other
faiths.

In a separate development, a
group of Hindus in Sri Lanka’s
Tamil-majority north launched
‘Siva Senai’ in October 2016, de-
scribing it as an organisation that
sought to “protect Hindus from
threats of other religious groups”.
The RSS, the VHP and the BJP were
“very supportive” of the move, its
Chief Organiser told The Hindu at
the time.

Last month, when the Sri
Lankan police were searching for
Gnanasara Thero, an organisation
called the Hindu Mahasabha Lok-
tantrik wrote to the Indian Home
Ministry asking the Government of
India to provide security to the
wanted monk. Reportedly a new
Hindu nationalist party, the organ-
isation might be on the margins of
mainstream Hindutva politics. But
it is hard to miss how these so-
called fringe elements embolden
each other and are ever-ready to
join forces.

Faint reactions
While the religious right wing in the
region appears to be networking

well, resistance to these regressive
elements has been, at best, isol-
ated. 

Among activists and the intelli-
gentsia, the idea of ‘South Asia’ ap-
pears conined to the conference
circuits or infrequent, one-of
protests. Barring a fading and ques-
tionable sympathy in Tamil Nadu
for Eelam Tamils there have been
few expressions of solidarity
between the neighbouring coun-
tries in the last decade. The left, lib-
eral civil society and public intel-
lectuals seem to have been
preoccupied with domestic chal-
lenges to the extent that they are
seldom heard condemning viol-
ence or repression right next door.

The region is fraught with divis-
ive hate politics, as is the world at
large. The need for progressive
voices to consolidate their dispar-
ate struggles is clear and urgent.
Such a broad movement must not
only transcend borders but also
factor in the key material concerns
of the vast majority of people, on
which reactionary forces feed. Just
as it takes hate politics head on,
such a movement must speak to the
economic insecurities of millions,
or hawkish right-wing forces are
waiting in the wings to politically
hijack the cause.

In the era of charged activism on
social media, dissent is often ac-
companied by individual self-right-
eousness. It is not the shrillness of
opposition that matters, but its
breadth, depth and consistency
that makes a diference.

meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in

Building solidarity beyond borders
While reactionary forces in Sri Lanka and the region are networking well, resistance remains isolated

meera srinivasan
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Raids and politics
After the raids by the CBI at
RJD chief Lalu Prasad’s
residence, a piquant
situation has arisen in Bihar.
Rather than follow the BJP’s
suggestion of breaking away
from the RJD, it would be
more prudent for Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
to drop the Ministers from
the cabinet till they prove
their innocence. It is a
testing time for Nitish
Kumar who is known for his
honesty and being an astute
and capable leader. One
cannot forget that he has
stabilised the law and order
situation in Bihar which
collapsed under the RJD’s
misrule. The State has also
made strides in various
sectors under Mr. Kumar’s
leadership. 
If the electorate hadn’t
placed its faith in Mr.
Kumar, one wouldn’t have
had the result we saw in the
Bihar Assembly election. As
Mr. Kumar has also desired
a strong opposition to
challenge the BJP in 2019, he
should remain with the 17

Opposition parties and
present a united front
(“After raids, BJP awaits big
crack in grand alliance”,
and Editorial – “The waiting
game”, both July 8). 
Jayant Mukherjee,

Kolkata

China’s moves
With its deep pockets,
China is leaving no stone
unturned to bring smaller
nations under its inluence.
Though countries invest in
other nations for economic
integration and
development in today’s
globalised world, in the case
of China it is a ploy to
systematically develop
hegemony over the region
and intervene in internal
policies to its beneit. India
might not have such
resources at its disposal as
China but its democratic
credentials are an
advantage. Chinese
investment in the South
Asian region has less to do
with development and is
more about asserting its
economic supremacy and

singling out India in the
region (“PMO, NSA tracking
impact of Chinese FDI in
South Asia” ( July 9).
Gagan Pratap Singh,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Falling of the map
Goyara Mugali in Uttar
Pradesh’s drought-prone
Bundelkhand region is a
symbol of the callous
neglect of rural India by
successive governments.
That even its historical
signiicance could not
attract governmental
attention to its
backwardness is tragic. It is
a metaphor for rural
resilience — about how the
development-deprived
rural populations fall back
upon their resourcefulness
and ingenuity to cope with
existential struggles. It also
typiies the existence of
untapped rural sporting
talent. That a self-trained
coach such as Aftab could
produce volleyball stars
points to the wastage of
India’s sporting potential on
account of oicial apathy.

The rural poor are still
paying the price for the
urban-centric
developmental paradigm
started by our rulers which
modelled itself on the
Soviet-style centralised
planning that was ill-suited
to a predominantly rural
economy like India’s. That
was why Gandhiji
advocated decentralised
development with the
village at its core. India’s
urbanisation may be
irreversible, but it is worth
remembering that the
distress-driven rural to
urban migration would not
happen if even a fraction of
the funds allotted for smart
cities is utilised for
providing basic amenities in
the villages and for reviving
area-speciic economic
activities (‘Ground Zero’
page – “A spike in the
footprints of time”, July 8).
V.N. Mukundarajan,

Thiruvananthapuram

Employees’ rights
The unceremonious
removal of an unidentiied

IT employee at a leading IT
irm major — and an
incident which is doing the
rounds on social media — is
a grim reminder of the
initial days of the industrial
era. 
Have we progressed from
the days of slavery and
ruthless exploitation?
Employees in the private
sector seem to be devoid of
any form of job security and
appear to be vulnerable.
Given these circumstances,
why are managers resisting
unionisation among
employees to protect
themselves from being
exploited? 
Dr. D.V.G. Sankararao,

Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh

‘Cut’ practice
The practice of cuts and
commission in the medical
ield has been reported for
decades and we now have it
conirmed (‘Being’ page —
“Sordid practice, willing
actors”, July 9). There is also
a possibility that the
medical profession feeds
unaccounted money into

the system, knowingly or
unknowingly. Years ago,
when I went to a specialist
at his private clinic, I
observed that he saw
around 60 patients a day,
charging each ₹300. Bills
were provided only on
request. 
While the working class is
taxed at source, the system
provides ample
opportunities for some
professions not to report
their full income. In their
defence, doctors may say
that they have spent a
number of years studying to
become full-ledged
doctors. Some may have
even spent even
astronomical amounts as
capitation fees. If this is
true, then the government
is perhaps duty-bound to
mitigate their grievances.
However, the noble image of
the profession shouldn’t be
sullied because of a few
transgressions on their part.
V. Subramanian,

Chennai
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DATA POINT

The European Union (EU) last
month slapped a record $2.7
billion ine on search-engine
giant Google for abusing its po-
sition of dominance in the mar-
ket. It was found guilty of fa-
vouring products listed on its
own price-comparison web-
site ‘Google Shopping’, over
those on competing websites.
While the decision has gained
the support of many who fear

Google’s market dominance, the ine is still unwarranted.
Downplaying products from rival websites does not sound

pretty, but that is not enough reason to punish Google. All
businesses enjoy control over how they make use of their re-
sources, which in turn gives them the opportunity to discrim-
inate against rival products often. Even local supermarkets,
for instance, can decide to prominently showcase their own
products over those of their rivals. The question is whether
there is any economic case for regulators to set this practice
right.

The answer is ‘no’ for various reasons. One, businesses of-
ten have a valid economic reason to showcase certain
products more prominently than others. Google, for instance,
prominently lists products for which it receives money from
advertisers. Advertised products are better targeted, so it
helps consumers to ind what they want sooner. Two, discrim-
ination can often end up costing a business if there is no valid
economic reason behind it. Google, for instance, would lose
users to better search engines if its search results simply launt
its own — but inferior — products instead of meeting the de-
mands of users. In fact, Google in its defence has said that user
experience is the reason it lists products from ‘Google Shop-
ping’ at the top of its results page — as they require fewer clicks
from users.

Not a legal monopoly
At this point, critics say Google is too big compared to its rivals,
which in turn justiies corrective action by regulators. Google,
with well over 80% of the market share in Europe’s search en-
gine market, is indeed huge. But it is not a legal monopoly, as
anybody is free to compete against it. Barriers to entry in the
technology market are usually low, so all it takes to challenge
Google is the ability to ofer a better product that consumers
want. Some say that’s an impossible task, but history proves
that a free market can topple market leaders often. Microsoft,
Yahoo, and even Google’s own social networking site Orkut are
notable big victims of competition. This is not to deny that
dominant businesses can, at times, get away with their mis-
deeds temporarily. It could take time for substitutes to arise.
But these costs are tiny compared to the perils of government
regulation inluenced by special interest groups.

After all, it is well-documented that EU regulators are not
apolitical. They have been under pressure from Google’s com-
petitors, as well as protectionist politicians who fear domina-
tion by American companies. EU’s regulatory overreach is
thus bad for innovation and consumers.

Regulatory overreach
The European Union’s fear of Google’s
market power is baseless
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SINGLE FILE

Prashanth Perumal
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The two-day session of the all-party conference on the reor-
ganisation of Assam State ended here [Nedw Delhi] to-day
[July 9] without arriving at any agreed formula. The 12-mem-
ber committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Asoka Mehta,
set up by the conference which met again this morning [ July
9] reported to the conference its failure to evolve an agreed
solution on the basis of the discussions yesterday [ July 8] at
the conference. It was resolved that the committee should
continue its deliberations and report by the end of August to
the Government. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1967

No agreed formula on Assam yet

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

FROM ARCHIVES

Mr. M.K. Gandhi writes to the “Pioneer” as follows: I have
hitherto successfully resisted the temptation of either answer-
ing your or Mr. Irwin’s criticism of the humble work I am do-
ing in Champaran. Nor am I going to succumb now except
with regard to a matter which Mr. Irwin has thought fit to
dwell upon and about which he has not even taken the
trouble of being correctly informed. I refer to his remarks on
my manner of dressing. My “familiarity with the minor amen-
ities of western civilisation” has taught me to respect my na-
tional costume, and it may interest Mr. Irwin to know that the
dress I wear in Champaran is the dress I have always worn in
India except that for a very short period in India I fell an easy
prey in common with the rest of my countrymen to the wear-
ing of semi-European dress.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1917

Mr. Gandhi and his dress.

I
n 1987-1988, without much fore-
warning, we at The Hindu found
ourselves in the deep end, investig-

ating grand corruption of a kind that
India had not seen before,” writes N.
Ram, chairman of Kasturi & Sons
Ltd., and former editor-in-chief of The
Hindu and Frontline, in his new book,
Why Scams Are Here to Stay: Under-
standing Political Corruption in In-
dia. Drawing on the experience of in-
vestigating Bofors, modern India’s
defining corruption scandal, he
throws a spotlight on the intractability
of corruption — in its pervasiveness,
omnipresence, and multifariousness —
under the prevailing circumstances in
India, which is to say that without
making deep-going and radical
changes to India’s political economy it
will not be possible to prevent and
eliminate corruption. Yet, he argues
counter-intuitively, combating corrup-
tion is decidedly a challenge of the
here and now. An excerpt:

Gunnar Myrdal even came up with
a ‘sketch’ of a theory of corruption in
South Asia by offering some ‘reason-
able, though quite tentative’ ques-
tions to be explored and hypotheses
to be tested. These questions and hy-
potheses attempted to relate corrup-
tion in South Asian countries to gen-
eral socio-economic conditions, to
the stage of development, and espe-
cially to institutional and attitudinal
problems. But Myrdal’s sketch of a
theory of corruption in South Asia
was ahistorical in one critical respect:
it failed to acknowledge the extent to
which the colonial power had parti-
cipated in and nurtured the corrup-
tion, and the conditions engendering
corruption, that free India inherited.
Interestingly, while Myrdal saw the
presence of corruption in South Asian
countries in somewhat static terms,
as a legacy from pre-capitalist, tradi-
tional society, he related the increase
in corruption to the processes of dy-
namic change in the social system, of-
fering the insight that many of the
changes that had occurred afforded
‘greater incentives as well as greater
opportunities for corruption’. Most
significantly, he called attention to
the active role of the business world
in promoting corruption among

politicians and administrators.
Socio-economically and politically,

India is a very different country from
the one Myrdal encountered during
the decade he researched and wrote
Asian Drama (1968). But his observa-
tion that many of the dynamic
changes in the social system had en-
abled corruption on a bigger scale
proved prophetic for the post-1991
era of economic liberalization and ac-
celerated pursuit of neo-liberal
policies. It is now well established
that the facts of corruption, that is, its
magnitude, spread, and effects in the
polity and society, have increased ex-
ponentially over the past quarter cen-
tury. While the folklore has kept in
step, the anti-corruption arrange-
ments and actions have been limping
a long way behind.

The problem in India, where mor-
alistic approaches to corruption are
common and often dominate public
discourse, is that the gap between
what the anti-corruption campaign-
ers, many of them ‘Gandhians’, de-
mand and what the polity and the
legal system are willing and able to do
is enormous. When corruption is not
conceptualized soundly, in relation to
socio-economic, political, and cul-
tural factors, but is presented in
overly simplified moral terms, ana-
lysis of its causes and effects tends to

go all over the place; and without ac-
curate, theoretically sound and em-
pirically backed analysis, prescrip-
tion tends to be seriously flawed. The
result is that anti-corruption institu-
tional arrangements and actions ha-
bitually miss the mark; and mass
campaigns against corruption,
fuelled largely by moral outrage,
make their contribution by raising
the level of public awareness but are
unable to sustain themselves beyond
a point and fail to meet the lofty ob-
jectives they set themselves. The anti-
corruption movements spearheaded
by Jayaprakash Narayan in the 1970s
and by Anna Hazare in 2011-2012
make the case strongly for the last
point.

The past decade-and-a-half has
seen a spectacular outbreak of cor-
ruption scandals, big-ticket, medium-
sized, and relatively small. With its
tentacles spreading to virtually every
branch of the Indian state and to key
sectors of the economy, and to the
news media, corruption’s salience in
India’s political economy and public
policy discourse has never been
higher.

28 scams and counting
For the period 2000-2013, Sandip
Sukhtankar and Milan Vaishnav, re-
searchers in political economy, have
come up with a shortlist of twenty-
eight scams, involving hundreds of
billions of dollars, from the lists com-
piled by five news outlets. They cal-
culate that for this list of early twenty-
first century corruption scandals,
‘the mean scam “value” was Rs.
36,000 crore, and the median Rs.
12,000 crore. A major omission from
this shortlist is Vyapam, the mega-

scam in BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh.
There was a time when the stock

explanation for corruption in India
was the ‘permit-licence-quota raj’—
virtually everything could be attrib-
uted to it. The prediction offered by a
legion of neo-liberal economists and
political theorists was that deregula-
tion and liberalization would lead to
the prevention, containment, and
eventual elimination of corruption.
Precisely the opposite has happened:
liberalization has ushered in corrup-
tion in a much greater variety of
forms and on an unimaginably
greater scale than anything seen un-
der the so-called licence raj.

The interesting question is why
and various answers have been put
forward by scholars and policy-
makers. The essential neo-liberal an-
swer is that many vestiges of the li-
cence raj remain, enforcement
capacity is still weak, and the reform
process needs to be given more time
to bring down the level of corruption.
The evidence clearly and decisively
goes against such ideologically led
reasoning that often sounds like casu-
istry. The real explanation for the ex-
ponential increase in corruption in
the era of liberalization and high eco-
nomic growth must necessarily be
complex and nuanced and, as we will
see, it is to be found deep in the heart
and entrails of India’s political eco-
nomy as it has evolved over the past
quarter century.

The short answer to the question is
that with deregulation and liberaliza-
tion, the state has played a different
kind of role to the one it played
earlier, providing access to scarce
public resources as part of a process
of promoting private sector-led
growth at any cost and supporting
without inhibition the omnipresence
and play of private interests within
the public sphere; and there is plenty
of evidence to show that corruption
tends to be greater when pro-busi-
ness strategies of governments bring
on or facilitate crony capitalism and
‘when there is a state-engineered re-
distribution of wealth in favour of a
few and at the explicit or implicit ex-
pense of the many’.

A political reckoning over bur-
geoning levels of corruption was due
and it took place with a certain inevit-
ability. Given the unprecedented
levels of corruption witnessed over
the previous decade, it was no sur-
prise that the issue figured promin-
ently in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections
and was responsible, in no small
measure, for the rout of the Con-
gress-led United Progressive Alliance.

With its tentacles spreading to every branch of the state, corruption’s salience has never been higher

Corruption in the era of liberalisation

N. Ram

■ Why Scams Are
Here to Stay:
Understanding
Political
Corruption in
India
N. Ram
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BOOK EXTRACT

In 2012, there was an air of innocence when I
took over as the Readers’ Editor of this news-
paper. Terms such as ‘accuracy’, ‘fairness’,
‘authentic sources’, and ‘verification’, and
C.P. Scott’s dictum “Comment is free, but
facts are sacred” did possess a striking poten-
tial to keep journalism on the straight and
narrow path. Algorithm was a part of math-
ematics and technology and it had hardly re-
vealed its stranglehold on the information
ecology. Artificial intelligence was a footnote.
Albert Einstein’s wry remark, “Artificial intel-
ligence is no match for natural stupidity,” was
invoked sometimes to prove a point. How-
ever, the march of technology with its myriad
participatory platforms, aided by people’s
desire to believe what they want to believe,
has made the task of a news ombudsman
difficult.

Fake news, doctored videos, unsubstanti-
ated inflammatory news content that further
divide and polarise our society are increasing
by the day. I am forced to think constantly of
what new skills a news ombudsman must ac-
quire to uphold the principles of journalism.
While it is relatively easy to deal with the ran-
cour that flows from ideological positions, it
is an uphill task to address anxious questions
from concerned readers who struggle to dis-
tinguish social media rumours from real
news.

The ease of faking a news item
Two recent reports increased my apprehen-
sions. “Slowdown in Software Central: In-
dian-Americans in the Silicon Valley”
(Ground Zero, July 1, 2017) by Varghese K.
George in this newspaper was an in-depth re-
port on how automation threatens to alter
the dynamics for all times to come. The art-
icle gave sufficient clues about the changing
nature of the forces that control the informa-
tion flow, and hence, the future of journalism
as well.

The Economist’s report, “Fake news: you
ain’t seen nothing yet”, published on the
same day, was chilling. It was about how
technology aids in generating fake audio and
video reports that are convincing. The report
was about the generative adversarial network
(GAN), a type of artificial learning algorithm,
which is used to create a fake clip without fid-
dling with editing or any other manipula-
tions. It explained how fake audio creation

has become simple already and creating a
fake video is well on the way to becoming
child’s play. While some experts feel that the
day of fake YouTube videos is not very far,
some feel it may take time. According to The
Economist, it is only a question of “when”,
not “if”. “We think that AI is going to change
the kinds of evidence that we can trust,” was
the observation of one of the researchers in-
terviewed by the magazine.

There are multiple reasons to be alarmed
by this spectre. We are already witnessing
party spokespersons falling prey to fake news
and displaying their ignorance during prime
time debates on our television channels. Du-
bious forwards using social networking plat-
forms like WhatsApp are on the rise. There is
an exponential increase in the number of
people who believe what is forwarded from
their immediate circle of friends, relatives
and colleagues. There are no trustworthy
mechanisms to check every fake news, false

catastrophe
and phantom
chicanery.

The Sunday
Magazine
story, “On the
origin of spe-
cious news”
( July 2), pro-
filed the
fledgling fact-
checking In-
dian website,

‘Alt News’, and brought out the multiple diffi-
culties in checking the authenticity of viral
videos. It read: “Tracing the origins of a
widely circulated hoax can often be complic-
ated. An image or video may not have been
manipulated: rather, an entirely authentic
piece of footage may be circulated under
false contexts.” The act of verification is cent-
ral to journalism. But, what happens when
that process is subverted by technology? Is
journalism alone a victim of this subversion?
What is the social cost?

In his novel, Murther and Walking Spirits,
Robertson Davies observed: “Always in his-
tory there are those who are impelled, by
reasons they think sufficient, to ruin, in so far
as they can, what patient, indefatigable war-
riors of civilization and culture have built up,
because they value other things and worship
other gods.” We are at a similar cusp where
the genial news environment that is commit-
ted to truth and public interest is under pres-
sure. We need to acquire both the tenacity
and the competence to confront the threat
from artificial intelligence to retain the space
for journalism as a common good.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

Is artiicial intelligence
fuelling natural stupidity?
We are at a stage where the genial news environment
committed to truth and public interest is under pressure

A.S. Panneerselvan
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FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

Gambler’s
fallacy
Psychology

A cognitive bias where an
individual believes that an
outcome is unlikely to hap-
pen because it has already
happened a number of
times in the past. It is con-
sidered a fallacy because
the chances that a random
event will occur in the fu-
ture does not in any way
depend on the frequency
of its occurrence in the
past. For example, a
flipped coin landing
“heads” up for 10 times in
a row does not increase
the chances of it landing
“tails” up when it is
flipped the next time. The
probability of the coin
landing either “heads” up
or “tails” up is still 50-50. 
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CONCEPTUAL

Ahmedabad has been
declared a World Heritage
City. A look at some of its
famous monuments:
http://bit.ly/AhmedabadUNESCO
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What connects Pyaasa and
Sholay, two films that
would find a place in the
must-watch list of any Hindi
cinephile? One point where
the two films converge is in
the heterodox nature of
their auteurships, a term
we usually associate with a
director with a unique per-
sonal vision. While for Py-
aasa, a film considered the
brainchild of Guru Dutt, the
soul behind the film was its
lyricist Sahir Ludhianvi, for
Sholay it was the writer duo
Salim-Javed.

Sahir, Salim Khan and
Javed Akhtar have been pi-
oneers in their respective
crafts, and this was not only
because their aesthetic
high-points; it was also be-
cause of the unique imprint
they’ve left on the films.
Nowhere does it become
more apparent than in the
Pyaasa chapter of Akshay
Manwani’s Sahir Ludhi-
anvi: The People’s Poet and
the Sholay chapter of Dip-
takirti Chaudhuri’s Written
by Salim-Javed. The former,

titled ‘The Lyrical Platinum
Standard’, illustrates how
the character of the disillu-
sioned poet Vijay is a screen
representation of Sahir’s
own inner self. Vijay, a po-
etic chronicler of poverty,
much like Sahir himself, is
berated by his prospective
publisher for not being ro-
mantic in his verse. Sahir’s
anti-war poem, Parchaaiy-
aan, is recited by one of the
characters. Almost every
scene where Vijay appears
is infused with Sahir’s
poetry.

Two of the film’s best
songs – Jinhe naaz hai and
Ye duniya – were written
before the music was com-
posed, a trademark in
many of Sahir’s films. The
first was borrowed from a
poetry collection called
Talkhiyaan.

However, unlike the lead
character Vijay, Sahir found
full recognition following
the film’s release, his name
being used to promote the
film even ahead of those of
the lead actors and S.D.
Burman, the music dir-

ector. Manwani calls it a vic-
tory not only for Sahir, but
also for those who value
“words in a song” more
than “melody”.

By the dialogues
The Sholay chapter of
Chaudhuri’s book begins
with the movie’s incubation
— the writer duo selling
their four-line plot to the
Sippys for ₹1,50,000. It de-
scribes their involvement in
every stage of the film’s
making, from ideation to
casting to publicity to re-
lease to post-release man-
agement. The one point
that’s enough to highlight
their calibre is that they
made the lead villain, Gab-
bar Singh, the most indis-
pensable character of the
film.

Another selling point for
Sholay, much after its re-
lease, remained its dia-
logues. Polydor, the audio
label, packaged them in 15
different records, making
them a bigger money-spin-
ner than even R.D. Bur-
man’s soundtrack.

The unlikely auteurs
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SHELF HELP

Blockbusters in which writers outshine everyone else 
Hari Narayan
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vegetarian meals, wastage
of non-vegetarian meals be-
came high. Also, we run
short of vegetarian meals,
leading to complaints. So we
decided to serve only veget-
arian meals in certain sec-
tors,” he said.

The official said half the
number of passengers did
not specify their meal pref-
erence at the time of book-
ing. As a result, he said, the
airline was “kept in the
dark” about their choice. 

Last year, Air India
stopped serving non-veget-
arian food to its economy-
class passengers on flights
lasting up to 90 minutes. 

It also took tea and coffee
off the lunch and dinner
menus as a cost-cutting
measure. But it allowed the
passengers to opt for either
vegetarian or non-veget-
arian meals on all domestic
flights exceeding 90
minutes.

Last year, a ruckus occurred
on a Shanghai-Delhi-Mum-
bai flight of Air India after
some passengers com-
plained about being served
non-vegetarian food instead
of their preferred choice of
vegetarian food. 

A senior official of Air In-
dia said the decision should
lead to ₹8 crore in annual
savings for the ailing airline.

Air India now spends
₹400 crore on catering on
its domestic and interna-
tional flights every year, an
Air India executive said.

Another executive said
there was an increasing
preference among passen-
gers for vegetarian food.
“The number of vegetarian
passengers is increasing.
Generally, we uplift 70% ve-
getarian meals and 30%
non-vegetarian meals,” he
said. 

“However, because of the
increasing preference for

Only veg for domestic
economy liers on AI

business. Global institutions
like the World Bank, IMF,
WTO, OECD, ILO, WHO and
the Financial Stability Board
(FSB) are among the part-
ners to the G20.

The G20 Hamburg Action
Plan, which sets out the
group’s strategy for achiev-
ing strong, sustainable, bal-
anced and inclusive growth,
also said the closer partner-
ship and action by G20
members will boost confid-
ence and contribute to
shared prosperity. 

It said the Action Plan has
been developed against a
backdrop of improving
growth and job prospects. 

“The global economic re-
covery is progressing and
gaining momentum. Invest-
ment has picked up, and
trade and manufacturing
are showing signs of recov-
ery. 

However, the pace of this
growth is still weaker than
desirable, and downside
risks remain. 

“Weak productivity
growth, income inequality
and ageing populations rep-
resent challenges to growth
in the longer term,” the G20
Action Plan noted.

It included new policy ac-
tions to tackle challenges in
economies, focusing on ini-
tiatives that foster inclusive
growth, enhancing resili-
ence and further the G20 ef-
forts to implement struc-
tural reforms.

In the action plan, the
G20 members resolved that
they would continue to use
all policy tools — monetary,
fiscal and structural — indi-
vidually and collectively to
achieve the goal of strong,
sustainable, balanced and
inclusive growth, while en-
hancing economic and fin-
ancial resilience. 

On steps being taken by G20
countries for promoting in-
clusive growth this year, the
Action Plan said India is in-
troducing labour market re-
forms to provide security to
workers, increase female
participation in the work-
force and make doing busi-
ness easier in the country.

The acknowledgement
from the G20 Summit,
which was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi among other world
leaders, assumes signific-
ance in the wake of India
trying hard to improve its
global ranking for ease of
doing business.

The World Bank ranked
the country at a low 130th
position last year, an im-
provement of just one posi-
tion from the previous year.

The Modi government
has said it wants India to be
ranked in the top-50 nations
in terms of ease of doing
business. The next update
to the ranking is expected
later this year. 

The areas where India
ranks poorly as per the
World Bank ranking include
starting a business, dealing
with construction permits,
registering property, paying
taxes, trading across bor-
ders, enforcing contracts
and resolving insolvency.

The country has imple-
mented a spate of reforms in
the recent months in areas
like insolvency, taxation and
starting a business and ex-
pects the rankings to im-
prove substantially. 

The acknowledgement of
various reform measures by
G20, whose members in-
clude 19 countries and the
European Union, has come
as the latest boost to hopes
for better ranking for India
in terms of ease of doing

G20 hails India’s
labour reforms

Fruitful tour: PM Narendra Modi arrives in Delhi after his visit
to Israel and G20 Summit in Germany, on Sunday. * PTI

Amid the tense political at-
mosphere in Bihar, Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu
Prasad has called a meeting
of party legislators on
Monday, while alliance part-
ner Janata Dal (United) has
called a meeting of its core
committee on Tuesday. 

The Opposition BJP, for its
part, has appealed to RJD
and JD(U) MLAs to pressure
their party leaders to seek
the resignation of Mr.
Prasad’s son, Deputy Chief
Minister Tejaswi Yadav, in
the wake of the CBI booking
him for alleged corruption in
the award of a contract for
managing two railway
hotels.

Nitish silent
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar returned to Patna on
Sunday afternoon, after
three days in Rajgir, and
drove straight to his 1 Anne
Marg residence. He did not
speak to the media.

Mr. Kumar and his party
leaders have been maintain-
ing a stoic silence on the CBI
raids on Mr. Prasad’s
premises and the charge

sheet filed against Rabri Devi
and Mr. Tejaswi Yadav in
connection with the railway
hotels scam.

The “image conscious”
Chief Minister was expected
to take a decision on Mr. Te-
jaswi Yadav after reaching
Patna. But that did not hap-
pen. Mr. Kumar has also can-
celled his weekly Lok Sam-
vad programme on Monday
due to “ill-health”. 

Mr. Prasad has been meet-

ing senior party leaders and
legal advisers at his 10 Circu-
lar Road residence for the
past two days. 

Legal advisers
Party sources said he spoke
to eminent lawyer and
party’s Rajya Sabha member
Ram Jethmalani twice. 

Party leaders coming out
after meeting the RJD chief
said they would not be
cowed down by the BJP’s

political vendetta. Party
sources told The Hindu that
the RJD chief had identified
another member for Deputy
Chief Minister should Mr. Te-
jaswi Yadav need to be re-
placed. 

Not to quit
Names of State Finance Min-
ister Abdul Bari Siddiqui,
Lalit Yadav, MLA, and Mr.
Prasad’s elder son, Health
Minister Tej Pratap Yadav,
came up at the closed-door
meeting with some top party
leaders. However, party in-
siders said neither Mr. Te-
jaswi Yadav nor any of the
family members favoured his
resignation.

Meanwhile, senior State
BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi told presspersons that
he was appealing to all RJD
and JD(U) MLAs to demand
the resignation of Mr. Te-
jaswi Yadav. 

The party’s leaders have
been holding meetings for
the last two days to discuss
the fast changing political
situation. 

Top State BJP leaders
asked legislators on Sunday
to gear up for a possible mid-
term poll.

Lalu calls key meeting on
Monday, Nitish a day after
BJP appeals to RJD and JD(U) legislators to seek Tejaswi Yadav’s resignation

Tense ties: A ile photo of Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with RJD
chief Lalu Prasad in Patna. * RANJEET KUMAR

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

An inquiry ordered by the
Defence Ministry into the
Adarsh housing society scam
has indicted several senior
military officers, including
two former Army Chiefs,
General Deepak Kapoor and
General N.C. Vij, and recom-
mended that they be de-
barred from holding any gov-
ernment office, reiterating
the findings of other inquir-
ies and investigations of the
past.

The Adarsh housing soci-
ety, a 31-storey apartment
complex in a prime location
in south Mumbai, was meant
for the families of Kargil war
veterans but several top
politicians, bureaucrats and
military officers became the
owners of apartments in the
complex. 

When the scam emerged
in 2010, the then Maha-

rashtra Chief Minister Ashok
Chavan, whose relatives too
had apartments in the com-
plex, was forced to resign
and multiple inquires
ensued.

The inquiry conducted by
a retired IAS officer, Rajan
Katoch, and Lt. Gen. Ravi
Thodge was ordered by
former Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar in April
2016 on the direction of the

Bombay High Court.
The report held Gen. Vij

accountable for “providing a
protective umbrella to facilit-
ate the alienation of the
land”. Gen. Kapoor, it stated,
was “not directly connected
with the case” but “not well
advised” in becoming a
member of the society.

A Court of Inquiry (CoI)
conducted by the Army in
2011, had also named the

two former chiefs in addition
to four Lieutenant-Generals,
G.S. Sihota, P.K. Rampal,
Shantanu Choudhry,
Tejinder Singh, and three
Major-Generals, Ram Kan-
war Hooda, A.R. Kumar, V.S
Yadav, and Tej Kishen Kaul.

Demolition was stayed
The Army had recommen-
ded demolition of the build-
ing, which overlooks the Col-
aba military station in south
Mumbai, citing security con-
cerns. The Bombay HC had
given a ruling that the soci-
ety be demolished which
was later stayed by the Su-
preme Court.

While disciplinary action
is not possible on the senior
officers as they have long re-
tired, the 199-page inquiry
report recommended that
the government should take
“appropriate administrative
measures” against them.

Adarsh probe names top oicers
Defence Ministry investigation backs earlier indings, names two former chiefs 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The controversial Adarsh building. The inquiry has
recommended action against the oicers. * FILE PHOTO

Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh assured the
Sikkim government on
Sunday that the Centre
would ensure the security of
National Highway 10, the
lifeline of the landlocked
State where essential com-
modities are running short
because of the Gorkhaland
protests in neighbouring
West Bengal.

Mr. Singh called up Chief
Minister Pawan Kumar
Chamling and discussed the
situation in the State, espe-
cially in areas close to West
Bengal.

“I assured him that the
Centre will ensure the safety
& security of NH-10 and do
everything possible to save
the people of the State from
any misery,” he tweeted.

Mr. Singh also asked
Home Secretary Rajiv
Mehrishi to coordinate with
the West Bengal govern-
ment and ensure the secur-
ity of, and smooth traffic on
the National Highway,
which connects Siliguri in
West Bengal to Sikkim cap-
ital Gangtok. 

According to reports,
traffic was affected between
Siliguri and Gangtok after
drivers of West Bengal-re-
gistered vehicles stopped
plying to Sikkim. Last week,
some trucks registered in
Sikkim were vandalised in
Siliguri.

The incidents of violence
started after Mr. Chamling
backed the demand for
Gorkhaland and wrote to
the Union Home Ministry,
arguing that it was justified
and long-pending. 

Rajnath vows highway
security to Sikkim govt

Eessential goods are running short 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Days after a retired railway
police inspector deposed
before a Panchkula court
that he was directed by his
seniors to “discharge”
Azmat Ali, a Pakistani cit-
izen who could have been
linked to the Samjhauta
train blasts, one of the
“senior” officers told The
Hindu that Mr. Ali was not
involved in the blasts. 

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) said it
would not investigate the
fresh claims as the trial was
going on and would do so
only on court directions. 

Retired inspector
Gurdeep Singh, who was
part of a special investiga-
tion team probing the
Samjhauta case and one of
the first investigators of the
case, told a special NIA
court on June 9 that Mr. Ali
“was discharged as per the
directions of my higher au-
thorities”. 

Former RSS member
Aseemanand is one of the
prime accused in the 2007

case and is currently on bail.
Senior IPS officer Bharti

Arora, who was one of the
officers who headed the SIT
then and was named by Mr.
Singh in his statement, said
that the retired officer’s de-
position was being misread. 

No evidence found
“He [Mr. Singh] has not ac-
cused anybody of leaving
(discharging) the Pakistani
elements. He [Ali] was prop-
erly interrogated, and after
interrogation when nothing
was found against him, he
was discharged,” Ms. Arora
said.

Mr. Ali was arrested by
the Punjab Police on March
1, days after the blasts oc-
curred on February 19, 2007
for “illegally entering India
on forged papers”. 

A television news report
said that a sting operation
“showed how Pakistani cit-
izens arrested by Indian au-
thorities were discharged
within 14 days, though they
were suspects in one of the
bloodiest terrorist attacks
on Indian soil”.

‘Pak. man not involved
in Samjhauta case’

NIA not to probe claims till court orders

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

The Janata Dal (United) that
broke ranks with the rest of
the Opposition on the
choice of presidential can-
didate will, however, attend
the meeting of Opposition
parties slated for Tuesday to
discuss a joint vice-presid-
ential nominee.

“I will be attending the
meeting as [Bihar Chief Min-
ister] Nitishji has a meeting
of party MLAs that day in
Patna,” senior party leader
Sharad Yadav told The
Hindu.

Mr. Yadav also said that
the JD(U) remained “com-
mitted to Opposition unity”
and that his party would
back the Opposition candid-
ate for Vice-President. For
the presidential polls, the
party is supporting the BJP-
led National Democratic Al-
liance candidate Ram Nath
Kovind.

The Opposition parties
that came together to field
Meira Kumar for President
are determined to continue
all efforts to maintain unity
among themselves. 

Their meeting on Tues-
day under the leadership of

the Congress will discuss
not just a joint strategy for
the coming monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament but also
try and decide on a com-
mon nominee for the vice-
presidential election.

‘BJP must be challenged’
Janata Dal(S) general secret-
ary Danish Ali told The
Hindu that it was imperative
to take all steps to maintain
Opposition unity. “[RJD su-
premo] Lalu Prasad is being
targeted by all the Central
agencies because he is the
most vocal critic of the BJP
government at the Centre
and the strongest pro-
ponent of Opposition unity,”
he said. 

It was not important
whether the Opposition
candidate in the presiden-
tial and vice-presidential
elections won or not. What
was important was that the
BJP, which wanted to crush
the Opposition, was con-
stantly challenged.

Around 18 non-NDA
parties are expected to at-
tend Tuesday’s meeting con-
vened by Congress presid-
ent Sonia Gandhi in the
Parliament Library. 

JD(U) will attend Opposition meeting

Smita Gupta

New Delhi

Vice-President
poll scene alive

Five more people have
died due to the consump-
tion of toddy in Kewathiya
village in the district as the
toll from the incident
mounted to 12.

30 illicit units
The police, meanwhile,
said 30 illicit liquor manu-
facturing units and 10,000
litres of the substance have
been destroyed.

Another 1,100 litres have
been seized.

Fifteen people are un-
dergoing treatment at the
district hospital and BHU
Hospital in Varanasi,
Azamgarh District Magis-
trate Chandra Bhushan
Singh said at a press con-
ference here.

UP hooch
tragedy toll
rises to 12

Press Trust of India 

Azamgarh 

president, is gearing up for
the July 29 by-election from
the Northern Angami-I As-
sembly seat, vacated by his
son.

Khriehu Liezietsu, son of
the Chief Minister, had
resigned on May 24 to en-
able his father to contest.

Meanwhile a statement
purportedly issued by the 41
MLAs supporting Mr. Zeli-
ang, said: 

“Even as Dr. Shurhozelie
is not an elected represent-
ative of the House, the mem-
bers of the 12th Nagaland
Assembly graciously made
him the Chief Minister for a
period of only six months.” 

The 34 NPF legislators, who
have extended their support
to Mr. Zeliang, have been
camping at a resort in Kazir-
anga in Assam, where they
held a meeting on Saturday,
NPF sources said.

They told PTI on Sat-
urday night that 33 MLAs
were in Mr. Zeliang’s camp,
while 11 each were in the
camps of Mr. Liezietsu and
Lok Sabha MP and former
chief minister Neiphiu Rio.

The rest of the MLAs in
the 60-member House are
maintaining neutrality. One
seat is vacant. The political
crisis arose at a time when
Mr. Liezietsu, also the NPF

Political storm jolts
Nagaland Ministry

A Samajwadi Party leader
and municipal corporator
was shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants in the Kot-
wali police station area
here on Sunday, police
said.

Arif, 35, a resident of Is-
mail Nagar, was targeted
when he was at a saloon,
Senior Superintendent of
Police Manzil Saini said.

Following the incident, a
large posse of police per-
sonnel was deployed as
tension gripped the area.

Shadab, 34, suffered in-
juries in the incident. 

Corporator
shot dead in
Meerut 
Press Trust of India 

Meerut

Violence erupted again in
Darjeeling on Sunday on the
25th day of pro-Gorkhaland
stir, with agitators setting
aflame a police camp, injur-
ing four police personnel
and attacking a BDO office at
Pokribong.

The GJM activists also
took out a rally at Chowk-
bazar with the bodies of
Suraj Sundas and Sameer
Subba who were allegedly
killed in police firing.

The GNLF also took out a
procession at Sonada with
the body of Tashi Bhutia
who too was allegedly killed
in police firing.

The protesters also at-
tacked the Sonada police sta-
tion and torched a part of it
in what was the second such
attack in two days.

The Sonada police station
was attacked on Saturday
too, by protesters. A police
booth was also set ablaze in
Darjeeling by the protesters.

On Sunday afternoon, a

huge mob attacked a BDO of-
fice and a police camp at
Pokribong and set it on fire
as several police personnel
were also beaten up.

Meanwhile, the all-party
meeting of the hill parties,
which was scheduled to take
place on July 18, has been
advanced to July 11.

The GJM has claimed that
four persons were killed dur-
ing police firing after clashes
broke out between pro-

Gorkhaland supporters and
police in various parts of the
hills on Saturday.

The police, however,
denied the reports of firing
and said it did not fire a
“single shot.”

M. S. Rai, chairman of the
Rai Development Board,
resigned last night in protest
against the alleged killings.
The GJM also rejected Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
offer of talks on Saturday. 

Four police personnel injured
in fresh Darjeeling violence

All-party meeting has been advanced to July 11

Press Trust of India 

Darjeeling

People take part in the funeral procession of two persons, who
died in Saturday’s police iring, in Darjeeling on Sunday.

* PTI

In second such incident in
less than a fortnight, a
ransom of ₹5 lakh was de-
manded from a jeweller in
Gorakhpur -- the bastion of
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. “Ashok got
an Internet call wherein the
caller demanded ₹5 lakh
from him, and threatened to
kill him, if he failed to give

the amount. The caller had
been making such calls for
the past two days,” Addi-
tional SP (crime) Alok Ku-
mar Sharma said.

Similar calls
The incident comes barely
10 days after a renowned
surgeon close to the Chief
Minister got similar calls
from a criminal lodged in a
jail, demanding ₹20 lakh.

The recent ransom call to
the jeweller was made at a
time when Adityanath was
present in the city for official
engagements. The Addi-
tional SP said the police
were investigating the case.

During the recent visit of
the Chief Minister here, a
delegation of doctors had
met him and apprised him
of the ransom call made to
the surgeon. 

Press Trust of India 

Gorakhpur 

Gorakhpur jeweller gets ransom call 



Life in Kashmir Valley re-
turned to normal on Sunday
after two days of restric-
tions and strike as the first
death anniversary of Hizbul
Mujahideen “commander”
Burhan Wani on Saturday
remained by and large
peaceful.

Shops and other business
establishments were open
and public transport plied
smoothly. Movement and
assembly of people were
unrestricted, officials said.
Restrictions were lifted after
two days as the situation re-
mained peaceful on
Saturday.

Internet restored 
Authorities restored mobile
and broadband Internet ser-
vices in Kashmir. While mo-
bile Internet was restored
on Saturday night, the
BSNL’s broadband service
resumed on Sunday morn-
ing. 

An official, however, said
only 2G connectivity was
available on mobile net-
works. “The high-speed net-
work is still suspended,” he
said. He said the decision to
restore it would be taken
after assessing the situation.

Internet services across
the Valley were snapped on
Thursday night as a precau-
tionary measure to main-
tain law and order in view of
Wani’s death anniversary. 

Situation under control
There were a few incidents
of stone throwing on Sat-
urday, but the situation re-
mained under control and

peaceful, the officials said.
A woman was injured

when she sustained mul-
tiple pellet injuries in one
such clash in Shopian town.

The separatists, including
the Hurriyat Conference fac-
tions led by Syed Ali Shah
Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and the Yasin Malik-

led JKLF, had called for a
strike on Saturday. Restric-
tions had been imposed in
five police station areas of
Srinagar on July 7.

A peaceful Sunday in the Valley 
Curfew and restrictions imposed in view of the irst death anniversary of Burhan Wani lifted

Press Trust of India

Srinagar
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CRPF constable injured 
in grenade attack
SRINAGAR

A CRPF constable was injured in

a grenade attack by militants

on a security forces’ camp in

Tral area of Pulwama district in

Kashmir, the police said on

Sunday. The militants fired a

grenade at a joint camp of the

CRPF and the police at Aribal in

Tral town at 10.30 p.m. on

Saturday, a police official said.

He said the constable was

injured in the explosion. He was

taken to a hospital here and the

doctors said his condition was

stable. No militant outfit has

claimed responsibility for the

attack which came on the first

death anniversary of Hizbul

militant Burhan Wani. PTI

India on Sunday strongly cri-
ticised the Pakistani Army
Chief, Qamar Javed Bajwa,
for his praise of the slain
Kashmiri militant Burhan
Wani.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Gopal Baglay
urged all countries to unite
against terrorism emanating
from Pakistan even as Is-
lamabad summoned India’s
envoy for alleged security
action along the Line of Con-
trol. In a social media mes-
sage, Mr. Baglay said, “First
Pakistan Foreign Office read
from banned LeT’s script.
Now Pakistan’s Chief of

Army Staff, glorifies Burhan
Wani. Pak.’s terror support
and sponsorship need to be
condemned by one and all.”

Repeated mention
Of late, Wani has been re-
peatedly mentioned by top
officials and representatives
of Pakistan’s military and
political establishment. Last
week, Foreign Secretary
Tehmina Janjua paid trib-
utes to him during a TV in-
terview, drawing a strong re-
sponse from India. On
Saturday, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif said his death
had “infused a new spirit of
struggle for freedom in the
Kashmir Valley”. 

Subsequently, General
Qamar Javed Bajwa also
praised Wani for his role in
mobilising people. Sunday’s
exchange follows the re-
peated summoning of In-
dia’s Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion in Islamabad by the
Pakistan’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry. On Sunday, Deputy
High Commissioner J.P.
Singh was summoned for
the second consecutive day
to “condemn and lodge
protest over more civilian
casualties at the LoC due to
unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tions by India”. The Foreign
Office alleged that Indian fir-
ing had resulted in the death
of five Pakistani citizens. 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

India lays Pak. praise for Wani

diers at the site, official
sources said, signalling that
the Army is not going to wilt
under any pressure from
China. At the same time,
they sounded confident of

The Army is ready for the
long haul in holding onto its
position in the Dokalam area
near the Bhutan tri-junction,
notwithstanding China
ratcheting up rhetoric
against India, demanding
pulling back of its troops.

The soldiers deployed in
the disputed area have
pitched tents, in an indica-
tion that they are unlikely to
retreat unless there was reci-
procity from Chinese per-
sonnel in ending the face-off
at an altitude of around
10,000 feet in the Sikkim
section.

A steady line of supplies is
being maintained for the sol-

finding a diplomatic solution
to the dispute, citing resolu-
tion of border skirmishes in
the past through diplomacy.

Though China has been
aggressively asserting that it

was not ready for any “com-
promise” and that the “ball
is in India’s court”, the view
in the security establish-
ment here is that there can-
not be any unilateral ap-
proach in defusing the
tension.

Security implications
Both the countries had
agreed to a mechanism in
2012 to resolve border flare-
ups through consultations at
various levels. 

The mechanism has not
worked so far in the current
case as the standoff near the
Bhutan trijunction,
triggered by China’s attempt
to build a road in the stra-
tegically important area, has

dragged on for over three
weeks.New Delhi has
already conveyed to Beijing
that such an action would
represent a significant
change of status quo with
“serious” security implica-
tions for India. The road link
could give China a major
military advantage over
India.

Doka La is the Indian
name for the region which
Bhutan recognises as
Dokalam, while China
claims it as part of its
Donglang region. China and
Bhutan are engaged in talks.
India argues that since it is a
tri-junction involving the
three countries, it also has a
say in the issue.

Army in for the long haul in Dokalam 
Soldiers pitch tents, and a steady line of supplies is being maintained for them

Press Trust of India 
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Firm stand: Indian security establishment’s view is that there
can’t be a unilateral approach in defusing tension. * FILE PHOTO

Ceasefire violation: Pak.
shells villages in Poonch 
JAMMU

The Pakistan army on Sunday

targeted villages and forward

posts along the Line of Control

(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir’s

Poonch district by resorting to

heavy mortar shelling and firing

automatic weapons in yet

another ceasefire violation.

According to a police officer,

the areas of Khadi Karmara and

Diwgar were targeted.

However, there has been no

loss of life or injury to anyone

in the firing till now, the police

officer said. Last Saturday,

Pakistani forces had violated

ceasefire after which Indian

troops had retaliated damaging

three posts and causing

causalities to Pakistani army,

according to reports. Two

Pakistani soldiers were learnt to

have been killed in the

retaliation, the reports said. PTI

With the Seventh Pay Com-
mission recommendations
on allowances approved by
the government, military of-
ficers in peace stations have
stopped receiving daily ra-
tions. Instead, they will get a
ration money allowance
which will be fixed after
factoring in the Consumer
Price Index.

“Provision of free ration
for officers of defence forces
shall be discontinued in
peace areas. The allowance
shall continue to be paid to
officers of defence forces
posted in peace areas. The
cash shall be credited dir-
ectly into the bank accounts
of officers,” a Gazette notific-

ation issued by the govern-
ment on allowances said.

Panel recommendation
The allowance is expected to
be notified shortly, sources
said. The commission had

recommended that the “pro-
vision of free rations and the
grant of allowance to officers
of defence forces posted in
peace areas should be with-
drawn”. 

However, the government

has rationalised that and re-
tained the allowance.

The rations consists of ve-
getables, fruits, butter, milk,
sugar and other food
products based on the re-
commended dietary intake.
This move is expected to re-
duce the administrative and
logistical load on the Army
Service Corps and equival-
ent establishments and help
in better manpower optim-
isation. “In the past, military
cantonments were far away
from cities, so it made sense
to have daily rations. But
now, most cantonments are
in cities. So what is the need
for delivering them? This will
help better utilise the of-
ficers put on this for other
duties,” an officer said.

No daily rations in peace stations
Military oicers will be paid a ration money allowance 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Better management: The move is likely to reduce the logistical
and administrative load on the Army Service Corps. * FILE PHOTO

The fate of the priceless art
collection of Air India, ac-
quired over the past 60
years, will be decided by a
Group of Ministers which is
looking into the proposal
for the national carrier’s
disinvestment, official
sources said.

The inventory of thou-
sands of works by stalwarts
such as M.F. Husain, S.H.
Raza and V.S. Gaitonde is

still under way. In the past
year, 60 per cent of the re-
view has been completed,
they said.

Over the decades, Air In-
dia has accumulated over
4,000 paintings, which in-
clude works by K.A. Ara,
Anjolie Ela Menon, Arpana
Caur and B. Prabha. 

Stone sculptures dating
back to the ninth century,
wood work, friezes and ex-
quisite clocks are in the col-
lection. The costume col-

lection, called Paridhanika,
comprises Kancheepuram,
Paithani and Baluchari
saris. Many of the paintings
were reproduced on menu
and greeting cards and
calendars.

Museum proposal
A proposal was mooted sev-
eral years ago to display the
artistic treasures at a mu-
seum but the idea was gath-
ering dust until it was re-
vived by the current

Chairman and Managing
Director of the airline, Ash-
wani Lohani. 

A museum was proposed
to be set up at the Air India
building at Nariman Point
in Mumbai.

A tender was floated in
May worth ₹3.5 crore but
the contract was not awar-
ded following uncertainty
over the airline’s future,
with NITI Aayog then moot-
ing disinvestment of its
stakes in Air India.

Where will Air India’s art riches land?
Audit of thousands of priceless pieces under way; GoM to decide their fate

Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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It is not ‘love jihad’ if an
adult Hindu woman, on her
own volition, converts to Is-
lam and marries a Muslim
man according to Islamic
rites, Shafin Jahan from Ker-
ala told the Supreme Court.

The woman in question
was a homeopathy student
when she converted to Is-
lam and changed her name .
Mr. Jahan had met her with
his family in August 2016 in
response to her advertise-
ment on a marriage website.
The couple got married last
December.

Mr. Jahan, represented by
advocate Haris Beeran, filed
a habeas corpus plea for her
production in the Supreme
Court. He challenged a Ker-
ala High Court decision of
May 24 to annul their
marriage.

The High Court had sent
the woman back to stay with
her parents, while calling
the marriage a product of
‘love jihad’ and radicalisa-
tion. 

Mr. Jahan said he suspec-
ted that the woman was be-
ing “illegally confined”. His
letters to her have remained
unanswered.

Woman’s identity
In its order, which Mr. Jahan
said had “unnecessary reli-
gious overtones”, the High
Court said the identity of a
woman was strictly associ-
ated with her parents, in
this case, “strictly Hindu”.
The court further said she
was the only daughter of her
parents and brought up “in

accordance with the faith of
her parents”.

The court concluded that
she was influenced and in-
doctrinated to convert “by
persons whose identities
have not been ascertained”.
The court said a marriage in
the absence of her parents
was not valid in law.

The present petition con-
tends that the woman had
converted of her own free
will. The marriage
happened months after her
conversion and as a result of
her own online advertise-
ment. 

‘Religious ruling’
On a previous occasion,
when her family had moved
the Kerala High Court al-
leging that her conversion
was forced by persons with
Islamic State links, the court
had refused to budge and al-
lowed her to stay in a hostel.

Mr. Jahan’s petition said
the High Court order was
“an insult to the independ-
ence of women of India as it
completely takes away their
right to think for themselves
and brands them as persons
who are weak and unable to
think and make decisions
for themselves”.

Mr. Jahan contended that
a non-Muslim father cannot
execute the nikah of his
Muslim daughter. 

He asked the Supreme
Court to stay the High Court
order. 

Her production in court
will help in ascertaining her
intent. After all, her choice
is paramount, the petition
said.

‘Voluntary marriage
is not love jihad’ 

Man’s plea against Kerala HC ruling

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Congress-led Opposi-
tion candidate Meira Ku-
mar, who arrived in Chand-
igarh on Sunday for her
campaign, said the presid-
ential election was a fight
of ideologies.

“I respect NDA presiden-
tial candidate Ramnath
Kovind. But my fight is
against the ideology of the
Bharatiya Janata Party,” she
told journalists.

Ms. Kumar said she was
pained by the fact that just
because two Dalits were
contesting the election,
everyone was talking about
caste and not qualities. “In
the previous election when
people of other caste con-
tested, people discussed
about their qualities and
achievements but just be-
cause two Dalits are in the
election fray this time, the
centre point of discussion
is caste,” she said, and ex-
pressed worry over people
of modern India discussing
only caste.

“My fight is based on
firm ideological positions
that include democratic
values, inclusiveness, so-
cial justice,” she said. 

A ight of
ideologies, 
says Meira
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Pakistan on Sunday re-
leased 78 Indian fishermen
held for allegedly tres-
passing into its territorial
waters, officials said. “The
fishermen were released
from the Landhi jail in
Karachi,” an official of the
provincial home depart-
ment of Sindh, Naseem
Siddiqui, said. The freed
fishermen are expected to
cross over into India on
Monday.

Mr. Siddiqui said, “298
Indian fishermen are still
imprisoned and will be re-
leased on completion of
the verification of their na-
tionalities by India.” 

The fishermen are fre-
quently detained for illegal
fishing since the Arabian
Sea border is not clearly
defined and many boats
lack the technology to fix
their precise location.

The fishermen often lan-
guish in jail, even after
serving their terms, as
poor diplomatic ties
between the two neigh-
bours mean fulfilling bur-
eaucratic requirements can
take a long time.

Pak. frees 
78 Indian
ishermen 
Press Trust of India

Karachi

An undertrial died in police
custody at Dharmasala in Ja-
jpur district, the police said
on Sunday.

Gayadhar Tarai (40), ar-

rested in connection with an
incident of bomb attack on
Saturday, died last night.

The family members of
the deceased alleged that
Gayadhar had been tortured
in police custody. 

Man dies in police custody 
Press Trust of India 

Jajpur (Odisha)
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Palestinian activist’s
military trial begins
OFER MILITARY PRISON

Prominent Palestinian

activist Issa Amro went on

trial in an Israeli military court

in the occupied West Bank on

Sunday on accusations of

inciting violence, charges

rights groups call a bid to

silence him. The trial was

adjourned until October after

two witnesses testiied. AFP

ELSEWHERE

‘Liu can travel abroad 
for treatment’
BEIJING 

Two foreign specialists who

visited Liu Xiaobo said on

Sunday that the cancer-

stricken Nobel Peace Prize

laureate can safely travel

abroad for treatment,

apparently contradicting

Chinese experts who say a

medical evacuation would be

unsafe for China’s political

prisoner. AP

Rescue ops continue as
Japan flood toll rises
TOKYO

The death toll from heavy

rains and flooding in Japan’s

south has risen to 20, local

media reported on Sunday, as

rescue teams continued their

search for survivors. Some

250 people were still cut off.

Collapsed bridges were

hampering rescue efforts,

according to media. AFP

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi declared victory in
the “liberated” city of Mosul
on Sunday, his office said, in
the biggest defeat yet for the
Islamic State (IS).

Mr. Abadi “arrives in the
liberated city of Mosul and
congratulates the heroic
fighters and the Iraqi people
on the achievement of the
major victory”, his office
said in a statement. The an-
nouncement comes after a
gruelling nearly nine-month
battle to retake the northern
city from the jihadists after
three years under their rule.

Epic milestone
A photo on Mr. Abadi’s offi-
cial Twitter account showed
him dressed in a black milit-
ary uniform and cap as he
arrived in Mosul to an-
nounce the recapture of the
city. The fighting did not
seem to be completely over
yet, with gunfire still audible
in Mosul and air strikes hit-
ting the city around the time
the premier’s office released
the statement.

The declared victory in

Mosul marks an epic mile-
stone for the Iraqi security
forces, who had crumbled in
the face of an IS onslaught
across Iraq in 2014. IS swept
across much of Iraq’s Sunni
Arab heartland in a lightning
offensive that year, proclaim-
ing a self-styled “caliphate”
straddling Iraq and neigh-
bouring Syria.

But the jihadist group,
which is facing twin offens-
ives backed by a U.S.-led co-
alition in both countries, has

since lost large parts of the
territory it once controlled.
The Iraqi forces launched
their campaign to recapture
Mosul in October, seizing its
eastern side in January and
launching the battle for its
western part the next
month.

But the fight grew tougher
when Iraqi forces entered
the densely populated Old
City on the western bank of
the Tigris that divides the
city. In recent days, security

forces have killed jihadists
trying to escape their dwind-
ling foothold, as Iraqi units
fought to retake the last two
IS-held areas near the Tigris.

Killed crossing the Tigris
Earlier Sunday Iraq’s Joint
Operations Command had
said it killed “30 terrorists”
trying to escape across the
river.

Even in the final days of
the battle, thousands of civil-
ians remained trapped in-
side the Old City and those
who fled arrived grief-
stricken after losing relatives
in jihadist sniper fire and
bombardments. Around
9,15,000 residents have fled
Mosul since the start of the
battle for the city in October,
the UN said this week.

Mr. Abadi declared on
Twitter late last month that
“we are seeing the end of the
fake [IS] state”.

The recapture of Mosul
will not however mark the
end of the threat posed by
IS, which holds territory
elsewhere in Iraq and is able
to carry out frequent bomb-
ings in areas held by the
government.

Iraq Prime Minister declares
victory in ‘liberated’ Mosul 
Fighting does not seem to be completely over yet, with gunire still audible 

Mission accomplished: Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
being greeted by army oicers in Mosul on Sunday. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

Mosul U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Sunday it was
time to work “construct-
ively” with Russia but ruled
out easing sanctions while
the countries remained at
odds over the conflicts in
Syria and Ukraine.

In a series of tweets on his
return from Europe, Mr.
Trump said he had confron-
ted his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin over evid-
ence from the U.S. intelli-
gence agencies that Moscow
meddled in the 2016 elec-
tion when the two leaders
met for the first time in Ger-
many on Friday.

And while he welcomed
an agreement for the start of
a ceasefire in Syria, Mr.
Trump said it was too early
to consider any easing of
U.S. sanctions on Russia
“until the Ukrainian & Syr-
ian problems are solved”.

Election meddling
“I strongly pressed Presid-
ent Putin twice about Rus-
sian meddling in our elec-
tion,” Mr. Trump said of
their meeting on the side-
lines of the G20 summit.
“He vehemently denied it.
I’ve already given my
opinion...”

Mr. Trump said he and
Mr. Putin had talked about
the idea of setting up what
he called “an impenetrable
cyber security unit” to pre-
vent hacking in future elec-
tions, without giving details.

He also said the two men
had discussed the imple-
mentation of a ceasefire in
Syria which began on
Sunday, saying “it will save
lives”.

“Now it is time to move
forward in working con-
structively with Russia!”

Moscow has warned that
a program of sanctions im-
posed by the U.S., which

was tightened last month,
threatens their whole rela-
tionship. Mr. Trump’s prede-
cessor Barack Obama
ordered the seizure of two
Russian diplomatic com-
pounds in the U.S. last
December after accusing
Russia of trying to influence
the outcome of the 2016
presidential election.

And last month, the U.S.
added 38 individuals and en-
tities to its sanctions list tar-
geting the Russians and pro-
Russian rebels it blames for
the fighting in Ukraine.

“Sanctions were not dis-
cussed at my meeting with
President Putin. Nothing
will be done until the
Ukrainian & Syrian prob-

lems are solved,” said Mr.
Trump.

Denials expected: Haley
The U.S. and Russian sides
have issued sharply conflict-
ing accounts of the meeting,
with Mr. Putin saying on Sat-
urday that Mr. Trump had
been “satisfied” by his deni-
als of any Russian interfer-
ence in the polls.

Nikki Haley, the U.S. am-
bassador to the United Na-
tions, said the Russian deni-
als had been expected but
cut no ice. “This is Russia
trying to save face,” she told
CNN. “And they can’t. They
can’t. Everybody knows that
Russia meddled in our
elections.”

U.S. President, however, refuses to ease sanctions on Russia

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Trump says ‘time to move
forward’ with Moscow

T
wo weeks after Donald
Trump clinched the

Republican presidential
nomination last year, his
eldest son arranged a
meeting at Trump Tower
in Manhattan with a
Russian lawyer who has
connections to the
Kremlin, according to
confidential government
records described to The

New York Times.
The previously

undisclosed meeting was
also attended by Mr.
Trump’s campaign
chairman at the time,
Paul Manafort, as well as
the President’s son-in-law,
Jared Kushner, according
to interviews and the
documents, which were
outlined by people
familiar with them.

This episode at Trump

Tower on June 9, 2016, is
the first confirmed
private meeting between
a Russian national and
members of Mr. Trump’s
inner circle during the
campaign.

Representatives of
Trump Jr. and Mr.
Kushner confirmed the
meeting. In a statement,
Trump Jr. described the
meeting as primarily
about an adoption
program. 

The lawyer, Natalia
Veselnitskaya, is best
known for mounting a
multi-pronged attack
against the Magnitsky
Act, a U.S. law that
blacklists suspected
Russian human rights
abusers. The law so
enraged Mr. Putin that he
halted American
adoptions of Russian
children.

Trump team met
with Russian lawyer
The New York Times

Intense ight: Fire-ighters battle a wildire as it threatens to jump a street near Oroville, California, on Saturday. The ire burned
overnight through thousands more acres of steep terrain near California’s central coast, as high temperatures and parched
vegetation fuelled dozens of blazes in the U.S. west and southwest. * AP
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When nature breathes ire

Qatar’s government said on
Sunday it is forming a com-
mittee to pursue compens-
ation for damages stem-
ming from its isolation by
four Arab countries. 

Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Egypt and
Bahrain cut diplomatic ties
and severed air, land and
sea links with natural gas-
rich Qatar last month, ac-
cusing it of a list of griev-
ances including supporting
extremism. Qatar has
denied the allegations, and
has characterized the
bloc’s ultimatums as an af-
front to its sovereignty. 

Qatari Public Prosecutor
Ali Al-Marri told reporters
in the Qatari capital, Doha,
that the committee will
handle claims made by
private companies, public
institutions and individu-
als. “You have people who
have sustained damages,
businessmen who have
sustained damages, banks
which have sustained dam-
ages. As a result of this
blockade,” he said. 

“And those who com-
pelled these damages to
happen must pay com-
pensation for them.” 

Members of the newly
formed committee include
Qatar’s Minister of Justice
and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs. The Gulf state of
Kuwait has been trying, un-
successfully so far, to medi-
ate the dispute. 

‘Efforts thwarted’
On Friday, the anti-Qatar
bloc of Arab states accused
Qatar of thwarting all ef-
forts aimed at resolving the
rift and said it intends to
“continue its policy aimed
at destabilising security in
the region”. 

Mr. Al-Marri insisted that
the decision to pursue
compensation for damages
is not tied to current state
of negotiations between
Qatar and the four bloc
countries. “The difference
between politics and law is
that in law there is continu-
ity, unlike politics, which
could be stopped by cer-
tain conditions.”

Qatar to seek
damages 
for blockade
Associated Press

Doha

A U.S.-Russian brokered
ceasefire for southwest Syria
was holding hours after it
took effect on Sunday, a
monitor and two rebel offi-
cials said, in the latest inter-
national attempt at peace-
making in the six-year war.

The United States, Russia
and Jordan reached a cease-
fire and “de-escalation
agreement” this week with

the aim of paving the way for
a broader, more robust
truce. The announcement
came after a meeting
between U.S. President Don-
ald Trump and Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin at the
G20 summit of major eco-
nomies in Germany.

‘Relatively calm’
The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a Britain-
based war monitoring

group, said “calm was pre-
vailing” with no airstrikes or
clashes in the southwest
since the truce began at
noon (0900 GMT) on
Sunday. “The situation is rel-
atively calm,” said Suhaib al-
Ruhail, a spokesman for the
Alwiyat al-Furqan rebel
group in the Quneitra area.

Another rebel official, in
Deraa city, said there had
been no significant fighting.
It was quiet on the main

Manshiya front near the bor-
der with Jordan, which he
said had been the site of
some of the heaviest army
bombing in recent weeks. A
witness said he had not seen
warplanes in the sky or
heard any fighting since
noon.

A Syrian official indicated
that Damascus approved of
the deal, describing the gov-
ernment’s silence over it as a
“sign of satisfaction”.

Syrian oicial indicates Assad regime approves of the truce pact

Reuters

Beirut

U.S.-Russia ceaseire deal in Syria holding 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson told Russia on
Sunday that it must take the
first steps to reduce tensions
in eastern Ukraine and that
American and European
sanctions would remain in
place until Moscow reversed
course in the region. 

In surprisingly blunt lan-
guage just two days after
presidents Donald Trump
and Vladimir Putin met in
Germany, Mr. Tillerson said
Russia should use its influ-
ence with separatists in
Ukraine’s east to fully re-
store an oft-violated truce,
end harassment and attacks
on international monitors
and pull back heavy
weaponry to lines agreed
upon under a two-year-old
accord known as the Minsk
Agreement. 

He said a primary goal of
the United States “is to re-

store Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty” and
that would be “required in
order for the U.S. and Russia
to improve our
relationship”.

‘Honour commitment’
“It is necessary for Russia to
take the first steps to de-es-
calate the situation in the
eastern part of Ukraine,” Mr.
Tillerson told reporters at a
joint news conference in
Kiev with Ukrainian Presid-

ent Petro Poroshenko. “This
is necessary for us to make
any movement.”

“We do call on Russia to
honour its commitments
that were made under the
Minsk accords and to exer-
cise influence over the sep-
aratists in the region that
they have complete control
over,” he said, adding later-
“The U.S. and E.U. sanctions
on Russia will remain in
place until Moscow reverses
the actions that triggered
these particular sanctions.” 

Mr. Tillerson’s tough talk
clearly pleased Mr.
Poroshenko, who has long
complained about Russian
interference in his country’s
east and has watched
nervously as the Trump ad-
ministration has sought to
improve ties with Moscow.
He thanked Tillerson for the
continued U.S. commitment
to Ukraine’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. 

Secretary of State asks Kremlin to fully restore truce 

Associated Press

Kiev

Rex Tillerson. * AFP

Tillerson talks tough on Russia,
vows U.S. support for Ukraine 

On the face of it, a relentless
battle between the European
Union and Norway in a
remote part of the Arctic is
about snow crabs.

But the real fight may go
beyond who gets to catch the
modest crustaceans around
Svalbard, a unique
Norwegian archipelago in
the Barents Sea.

What is really at stake is
oil, some experts say, and a
coming race for the
commodity of which there is
a lot in the polar region. “No
country wants to give up
resources without receiving
anything in return. That is
the principle here too,”
Norwegian Fisheries
Minister Per Sandberg tells
AFP. Norway, which is not a
member of the EU, has
slammed Brussels for
authorising European

vessels from mainly Baltic
nations to fish for crabs in
the Svalbard area, saying it
violates its national
sovereignty.

A Latvian ship has already
paid the price. In January, a
ship called ‘The Senator’ was
intercepted by Norwegian

coast guards while crab
fishing around Svalbard, and
recently received a hefty
fine. “What happened is
totally new,” says Mr.
Sandberg. “The EU is
unabashed to make this kind
of a decision without
consulting us.” 

The EU and Norway’s
conflicting interpretations of
the 1920 Svalbard Treaty
signed in Paris are at the
heart of the problem.

The treaty recognises
Norway’s “full and absolute
sovereignty”, but gives the
signatory nations an equal
right to economic activities
on Svalbard and its
territorial waters. The core
issue is to agree on the
geographical scope of the
treaty and how far all
signatory states benefit from
an equal access to resources.

With a strict
interpretation of the treaty,
Oslo says the agreement
applies only to the 12-mile
limits of the territorial
waters surrounding Svalbard
and not any further. But
Brussels has a more loose
interpretation of the treaty
and says it covers 200 miles
around Svalbard, in line with

the concept of an economic
zone that did not exist when
the treaty was signed. 

Oil in the line of sight -
The snow crab, first
recorded in the Barents Sea
in 1996, is an invasive, and
more importantly, a
sedentary species as it lives
in permanent contact with
the seabed. This means that
the rules that apply to snow
crabs are more similar to oil
than to fishing.

The crab dispute could
create a “precedent” that
“would have implications for
oil and gas”, warns Harald
Sakarias Brovig Hansen, a
researcher at the Fridtjof
Nansen Institute.

A large amount of the 17.7
billion barrels in the region
could be in southeastern
Svalbard, according to the
Norwegian Petroleum
Directorate.
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EU-Norway crab row could fuel Arctic oil tensions 
Though the two are ighting over ishing rights in the Barents Sea, it is more about rights to oil exploration 

Resource rich: A crane on the Sleipner gas platform, some 250
km of Norway’s coast in the North Sea. * FILE PHOTO

Agence France-Presse

Oslo

For the second year in a
row, the world’s youngest
nation will not have any offi-
cial celebrations to mark the
anniversary of its birth be-
cause of the widespread suf-
fering caused by its ongoing
civil war. 

“We did not feel it was ap-
propriate to spend whatever
little funds we may have to
celebrate, when our people
are hugely affected by the
economic crisis,” said South
Sudan President Salva Kiir
in an address to the nation
on Sunday. “It’s difficult for
many people to afford even
one meal per day.” 

Six years after South Su-
dan gained independence,
the country is ravaged by
fighting, severe hunger,
mass displacement and ac-
cusations of war crimes by

government and opposition
forces. For the country’s 11
million people, what began
with optimism has turned
into a day of mourning. 

Dashed hopes
Six years ago, on July 9,
Martha Athieng slaughtered
a bull with her family and
friends and danced around
her village. “We all hoped
for a better life,” said Ms.
Athieng. “We never knew
we’d start killing each
other.” 

When the war broke out,
Ms. Athieng’s husband and
mother in law were both
shot dead in fighting that
erupted in her town in
Jonglei state. Sitting in the
dirt in Mingkaman, a village
that’s not her own, Ms. Athi-
eng said she prays for peace
so she can return home and
rebuild her life. 

S. Sudan marks grim
6th independence day

It has been ravaged by famine, civil war

Associated Press

Juba

Turkish Opposition holds
mass 'justice' rally
ISTANBUL

Tens of thousands Opposition

supporters on Sunday massed

here to mark the end of a

month-long march protesting

alleged injustices under

President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan. A sea of people

filled the square in Maltepe

to hear Republican People’s

Party leader Kemal

Kilicdaroglu. AFP
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BUSINESS

IN BRIEF

Reliance Industries 
exits Peru oil block 
NEW DELHI

Reliance Industries has

pulled out of the last oil

block it held in Peru,

trimming its overseas assets

to just two properties in

Myanmar. The Mukesh

Ambani-led irm had in 2007

set up Reliance Exploration

and Production DMCC

primarily for acquiring

overseas assets. It had

steadily acquired 16

conventional oil and gas

assets, including four in Peru

and three in Yemen. PTI

‘Ombudsman can’t
handle note ban plaints’
NEW DELHI

Customers’ complaints about

problems like cash

withdrawal and exchange of

old notes faced post

demonetisation cannot be

entertained under the

Banking Ombudsman (BO)

scheme, the Reserve Bank of

India has said. The central

bank said that

demonetisation is not one of

the 27 grounds under which a

customer can lodge a

complaint with the Banking

Ombudsman. PTI

‘MRP, other details must
for items sold online’
NEW DELHI

To protect online consumers,

the Centre has made it

mandatory for e-commerce

irms from January 2018 to

print not only the MRP on

goods but also information

like expiry date and customer

care details. An amendment

in this regard has been made

to the Legal Metrology

(Packaged commodities)

Rules, 2011 by the consumer

afairs ministry in June. A

six-month deadline has been

given to the irms to comply

with the new rule. PTI

In 28 years in India’s phar-
maceuticals sector, Rajiv De-
sai has never been busier.

Most of the last six
months on his desk calendar
is marked green, indicating
visits to the 12 plants of
Lupin, India’s No. 2 drug-
maker, where Mr. Desai is a
senior quality control exec-
utive. Only one day is red — a
day off. That’s what is
needed these days to satisfy
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration that standards
are being met.

“In this sector, you’re only
as good as your last inspec-
tion,” Mr. Desai said in his of-
fice in Mumbai.

Often dubbed “the phar-
macy of the world,” India is
home to the most FDA-ap-
proved plants outside of the
U.S. and supplies about 40%
of the $70 billion worth of
generic drugs sold in the
country.

But sanctions and bans
have damaged India’s repu-
tation and slowed growth in
the $16 billion sector. 

More than 40 plants have
been banned by the FDA for
issues ranging from data
fraud to hygiene since India’s
then-largest drugmaker Ran-
baxy was pulled up for seri-
ous violations in 2008.

Drug firms have spent mil-
lions of dollars on training,
new equipment and foreign
consultants. Yet the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance of
the top 20 firms says its
members still need at least
five more years to get manu-
facturing standards and data
reliability up to scratch.

Case study
The case of Lupin, whose
shares are down about 27%
since 2015 compared to a
13% drop in the Nifty
pharma index, shows why.

The FDA is, in the next
few months, expected to
clear Lupin’s Goa plant,
which supplies about a third
of its U.S. sales, of problems
found in 2015, Mr. Desai
said.

However, the agency also
just published a new notice
citing issues with data stor-
age at its plant in Pithampur,
central India.

If companies want to con-
tinue to sell into the world’s
biggest health care market,
they must keep constant
vigilance.

Many in the industry ex-
pect to see consolidation
among manufacturers after a
wave of mergers among U.S.
drug distributors and in-
creasing price pressures.

“A lot of companies will
struggle to meet the require-
ments that are the need of
the day, and I would expect
to see additional consolida-
tion on the supply side,” Lu-
pin’s CEO Vinita Gupta told
analysts last month.

Asked about Lupin’s case,
the FDA said in a statement it
did not “comment on com-
pliance matters,” but said
generally: “India’s regulatory
infrastructure must keep
pace to ensure that relevant
quality and safety standards
are met.”

India has its own stand-
ards body, the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisa-
tion (CDSCO), which main-
tains that its quality controls
are stringent enough to en-
sure drugs are safe.

“India’s standards are dif-
ferent,” CDSCO head G.N.
Singh said in an interview.
“Indian companies are com-
pliant with our manufactur-

ing standards. We cannot
regulate them according to
the U.S. standards.”

The FDA has taken mat-
ters into its own hands and
gradually expanded in India
to more than a dozen full-
time staff. Inspections are
frequent and increasingly
unannounced. If the agency
finds problems, it issues a
Form 483, a notice outlining
the violations — which if not
resolved can lead to a “warn-
ing letter” and in worst case,
a ban. Violations range from
hygiene, such as rat traps
and dirty laboratories, to in-
adequate controls on sys-
tems that store data, leaving
it open to tampering.

None of the violations the
FDA has cited in India have
explicitly said the drugs are
unsafe, and when compan-
ies are banned by the FDA
they can sell into other mar-
kets, until the bans are lifted.

There are also no studies
showing that the drugs have
harmed anyone in the world.
But by definition, the notices
are issued when the FDA
finds conditions that might
harm public health.

Industry watchers say
Lupin, which specialises in
oral contraceptives and
drugs for diabetes and hy-
pertension, is doing better
than most. So far none of its
infractions have extended to
a ban.

On a recent visit by Reu-
ters to its Goa plant, blue-

uniformed employees could
be seen working on giant
machines, then making
notes in hardbound re-
gisters. These are being
phased out as Lupin trans-
itions to more secure e-files.

Manufacturers have cut
back to focus on quality over
quantity: five years ago,
Lupin was making one bil-
lion pills a month at one of
its Goa plants. Now it makes
just 450 million.

Both the company and
employees needed to be will-
ing to acknowledge errors,
Mr. Desai said. The first im-
pulse in the past was often
“don’t tell anyone,” he said.

“We’re humans after all,
not robots. We make mis-
takes,” said Amol Kolatkar, a
production head at the Goa
site. As recently as three
years ago, training was a
“formality”, Mr. Desai said.
Now, when an error is traced
to an employee, the entire
team undergoes fresh
training.

“I have worked at a
pharma company before,
but this is the first time I
went through such a train-
ing,” said another Lupin
quality control officer, who
asked not to be named be-
cause he was not authorised
to speak to the media. 

Mock audits
The quality control role is
key. 

“They (Lupin) have had a
practice where company’s
quality heads report directly
to Nilesh Gupta (the man-
aging director),” said Amey
Chalke, an analyst at HDFC
Securities. “Some other
companies have also started
doing that now.”

The companies also have
to be willing to spend big.
Lachman, PwC and Boston
Consulting conduct mock
audits at the Goa plant every
three to six months, at a cost
of up to $400 an hour. 

“These days the FDA is
giving us 483 on small, small
things,” a third quality con-
trol officer said. “So we are
always auditing.” 

With FDA keenly enforcing standards, drugmakers have had to focus on quality
Reuters

GOA

Check recheck: Firms wanting to continue to sell in the world’s
biggest healthcare market must keep constant vigil. * REUTERS

Lupin sets of Indian pharma
industry’s long road to redemption 

Two major Indian conglom-
erates have bid for supplying
key equipment for the stra-
tegic Chabahar Port in Iran,
while the process is on to ex-
pand financial eligibility cri-
teria to attract more bidders,
an official said.

This comes against the
backdrop of India being
keen on expediting work on
this port, located in the Sis-
tan-Baluchistan province on
the energy-rich Persian Gulf
nation’s southern coast that
can be easily accessed from
India’s West coast, bypassing
Pakistan.

“Two major Indian con-
glomerates have bid for sup-
plying four key mounted
quay cranes at Shahid Be-
heshti Port, Chabahar,” an
official who did not wish to
be named said. “The bids are
under evaluation and a final
call will be taken soon.”

Bids were invited on be-
half of India Ports Global
Limited (IPGL).

The official said apart
from this, work is on to ex-
pand the financial eligibility
criteria to attract larger par-
ticipation by players.

“We will be rationalising
financial eligibility criteria to
ensure larger participation
in bids,” the official said.

Shipping, Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had earlier said the
government was hopeful of
completing the work on the

first phase of the project in
2018.

The Cabinet has already
approved funds for develop-
ment of the project.

Exim Bank credit
For greater trade and invest-
ment flow with Iran and
neighbouring countries, the
Cabinet last year had cleared
proposals for development
of Chabahar port including
through a $150 million credit

from Exim Bank.
It also authorised the

Shipping Ministry to form a
company in Iran for imple-
menting the Chabahar Port
Development Project and re-
lated activities.

As per the MoU signed
between the two nations in
May last year, India is to
equip and operate two
berths in Chabahar Port
Phase-I with capital invest-
ment of $85.21 million and
annual revenue expenditure
of $22.95 million on a 10-
year lease.

Ownership of equipment
will be transferred to the Ira-
nian side on completion of
10 years or for an extended
period, based on mutual
agreement. 

The Iranian side had re-
quested for provision of
credit of $150 million in ac-
cordance with the MoU.

As per the pact, operation
of two berths is to com-
mence within a period of
maximum 18 months after
the signing of the contract.

Two large groups bid to supply
equipment for Chabahar port
India keen to expedite work on the strategic facility in Iran’s Sistan-Baluchistan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Vital gateway: For boosting trade with Iran and other nations,
the Cabinet had okayed proposals for the port. * AFP

More than one crore work-
ers have come under the
fold of the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) in its first ever
enrolment campaign rolled
out on January 1.

The EPFO enrolled 1.01
crore workers through its
Employees’ Enrolment
Campaign which ended on
June 30. 

It provided an opportun-
ity to all employers to volun-
tarily declare details of all
such employees who were
entitled to PF membership
between April 2009 and

December 2016 but could
not be enrolled for any
reason.

“EPFO launched an am-
nesty scheme this year for
the first time in history and
it has proven to be a suc-
cess,” Central Provident
Fund Commissioner V.P.Joy
told The Hindu. “EPFO’s ob-
jective is to provide social
security cover to formal sec-
tor employees and that
motive has been achieved
through this campaign.” 

“The move has the poten-
tial to increase our incre-
mental corpus between
₹6,000 crore and ₹12,000
crore,” Mr. Joy said. 

EPFO adds one crore
members since Jan. 1
Somesh Jha

NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.,
(MSIL) is targeting to ensure
80% of its models comply
with the new advanced
safety norms for existing
vehicles by October 2018 — a
full year before the stricter
norms come into effect.

As per the Indian govern-
ment’s roadmap for vehicu-
lar safety, new models will
have to comply with full
frontal impact and offset
frontal impact norms from
October this year, while ex-
isting models, will have time
until October 1, 2019. 

For pedestrian protec-

tion, the deadline for new
models would kick in from
October 2018 and for exist-
ing models the deadline is
October 1, 2020.

“All cars launched after
October will mandatorily

have to meet these advanced
norms,” said Maruti Suzuki’s
R & D head C V Raman. “Ex-
isting car models have time
until October 2019 before
they are equipped with ad-
vanced safety. But we have
gone ahead and made six of
our models compliant to
these future norms. Our aim
is that nearly 80% of Maruti
Suzuki models should meet
the advanced safety norms
at least one year before
these are implemented.”

Six of MSIL’s about 17
models sold in India — S-
Cross, Ciaz, Baleno, Ertiga,
Ignis and the new Dzire —
adhere to the new norms. 

MSIL set to beat safety cut-of
Existing vehicles targeted to comply ahead of 2019 deadline

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Six models including Ignis
adhere to the new norms. 

Online marketplace Paytm
Mall plans to hire about
2,000 people this year as it
looks to scale-up operations
to tap into the rapidly ex-
panding market for e-com-
merce in the country.

Paytm Mall, which was
recently formed “to address
the potential in online com-
merce,” has already ab-
sorbed about 800 employ-
ees from the digital
payments platform Paytm
that has about 5,000
employees.

“These employees were
already involved in the

growth of its e-commerce,”
the company said, adding
that 2,000 new people will
be hired across various busi-
ness and technology roles to
effectively scale-up opera-
tions. This would take the
number of employees work-
ing for Paytm Mall to 2,800
by the end of this year.

Amit Sinha, Chief Operat-
ing Officer at Paytm Mall
said Paytm Mall was innov-
ating on multiple aspects of
discovery and logistics
among others to emerge as
the preferred destination for
consumers. It will add about
3,000 agents to expand its
footprint in smaller cities.

Paytm Mall to hire
2,000 people this year
Yuthika Bhargava

New Delhi

The Centre has, through a
notification and a circular,
eased the paperwork re-
quired to export goods
without the exporter having
paid the Integrated Goods
and Services Tax (IGST).

According to the GST
Rules, traders who wanted
to export without paying
IGST had to provide a bond
or letter of undertaking
(LUT) promising to pay the
tax. This requirement did
not clarify who exactly
needed to provide a bond
and who was eligible to
provide a LUT. It also in-
volved complexity to do
with the recipient of these
documents.

The notification and cir-
cular by the Government,
both dated July 7, said that
the IGST needs to be paid
only for exports after July 1,
2017, and detail the eligibil-
ity of exporters to provide
the necessary documents.

“Various communications
have been received from the

field formations and export-
ers on the issue of diffi-
culties being faced while
supplying the goods or ser-
vices for export without pay-
ment of integrated tax… be-
cause of which exports are
being held up,” according to
the circular issued by the
Central Board of Excise and
Customs’ GST Wing.

Relief for exporters
“These clarifications bring
much needed relief for the
exporters with regard to ex-

port without payment of
IGST,” PwC said in a note.
“Exports had come to a halt
in the absence of clarity on
procedure for submission of
bond/LUT for exports.
While exporters have the
option to export on pay-
ment of IGST and sub-
sequently claim refund of
IGST paid, this would im-
pact the cash flow.”

The Centre allowed the
bond or LUT to be submit-
ted manually and not elec-
tronically on the GST portal.

Exports had come to a halt in the absence of clarity: PwC 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Clearing the decks: The Centre allowed the bond or letter of
undertaking to be submitted manually on the GST portal.

Process eased for exporters
who have not paid IGST
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BUSINESS REVIEW

You stand in a queue in a su-
permarket to pay your bills,
if another stranger tries to
jump the line you are bound
to get upset. This is because
you believe you own the
place in the line. This belief
is called anchoring in beha-
vioural economics.

When we buy a stock at a
certain price, the investor
gets anchored to the price at
which he has bought the
stock. All the future de-
cisions of the retail investor
get anchored to the price.
Under the normal practice
of the investor, if the price
drops significantly he or she
will not sell the stock and
switch to a more profitable
investment. They wait for
years for the stock to return
to its original price before
selling the stock.

The investor would have
been better of selling the
stock for a loss and investing
the same when in a different
stock or asset class. 

Let us take the example
of one of India’s most re-
spected companies Tata
Steel. The stock traded at
₹939 in January 2008. The
company had acquired Co-
rus by leveraging its balance
sheet and borrowing several
billion dollars. 

2008 crisis
In 2008, when the world
financial markets collapsed,
the price of Tata Steel
plummeted to ₹166.50. If
the investor instead of stay-
ing anchored to his position
in Tata Steel had sold the
stock and booked a loss of
₹773 and switched his funds
to JSW Steel, a company in
the same sector the stock
adjusted for a split would
have been available for

₹22.16. An investor could
have bought eight shares.
The stock is currently trad-
ing at ₹194, while Tata Steel
is trading at ₹492. The in-
vestor who stayed anchored
with Tata Steel would have
lost ₹447 till date. A person
who made the switch to JSW
Steel would have seen his in-
vestment grow to ₹1,552. He
would have made a profit of
₹613 on his initial invest-
ment of ₹939.

This calculation dis-
counts the dividend earned
in both stocks. The result
would have been more spec-
tacular if the investor had
moved to another sector.
The moral of the story is
that the investor must re-
main anchored to the funda-
mentals underlying the
stock they have invested in
rather than the price at
which they bought the
stock. 

Even though Tata Steel is
a better run company, with
better corporate governance
the huge debt accumulated
by the company altered the
fundamentals. The stock
will take another decade be-
fore an investor anchored at
his entry price of ₹939 is
able to exit at a profit. 

Markets are fluid and fun-
damentals can change dra-
matically. 

A smart investor must
know when to drop anchor
and when to lift the same to
enable him to sail in the
high seas in search of a bet-
ter port to drop anchor. 

(The writer is an author &
a consultant)

GUEST COLUMN

Drop anchor 
at a better port

<> Markets are luid

and fundamentals

can change

dramatically

Stay nimble: Investors must remain anchored to fundamentals
underlying the stock rather than the price . * REUTERS

Anand Srinivasan

What are debt funds?
� While equity funds invest
mostly in shares of listed
companies, debt funds in-
vest in instruments like gov-
ernment bonds, commercial
papers (CPs), certificate of
deposits (CDs) and non-con-
vertible debentures (NCDs).
Debt funds invest in such se-
curities and earn interest in-
come that is shared among
the investors after deducting
the fund-management
charges. By investing in such
debt schemes, investors can
indirectly invest in instru-
ments like government
bonds as well where direct
retail investment is not
possible.

What are the different
types of debt funds?
� Debt funds can be classi-
fied on the basis of the ten-
ure of the bonds or instru-
ments in which they invest.
Liquid funds invest in instru-
ments that have a tenure of
less than 90 days. Then
come the short-term funds
that invest in instruments
that typically have a tenure
of three to six months. There
are corporate debt funds too
that could have a tenure of
up to three years. The long-
term funds would invest in
bonds that have a tenure of
three to five years or even
more like in the case of gov-
ernment bonds (G-Secs).

Do retail investors invest
in debt funds?
� The share of real retail
money in debt funds is still
minuscule though the share
is rising as more and more
investors take to financial
planning wherein a certain

portion of the investment
fund is allocated to debt
products. Most fund houses
now offer systematic invest-
ment plan (SIP) facility for
debt funds as well. Interest-
ingly, debt funds are popular
among high net worth indi-
viduals (HNIs) to park their
money temporarily before
moving to other asset
classes, mostly equity. Debt
funds are generally used by
banks and corporates for
their treasury operations.

Are they better than
bank deposits?
� Debt funds offer more re-
turn than bank fixed depos-
its and that is one reason
why many HNIs and institu-
tions use such schemes for
their treasury operations.
While debt schemes offer
comparatively higher re-
turns, the risk is also higher
compared to the safe FDs
that offer assured returns. In
the case of bonds, the price
could fall due to various
reasons thereby impacting
its price and ultimately the
return. There have been

cases where the securities
have been downgraded that
has led to the scheme taking
a hit. Taurus Mutual Fund,
for instance, took such a hit
early this year when Bal-
larpur Industries failed to
honour its maturity obliga-
tion and the fund house had
to mark down the CPs to
zero.

What about tax liability?
� The gains made on the in-
vestment in debt schemes
are taxable. If the securities
are sold within three years,
it is considered short-term
wherein the gains are added
to the income of the investor
and taxed as per the applic-
able tax bracket. If the secur-
ities are held for more than
three years before selling,
there are long-term capital
gains tax. 

The tax rate is 20% with
indexation and 10% without
indexation. Indexation
refers to the mechanism
wherein the gains are adjus-
ted against the rate of infla-
tion to derive the net taxable
gains from the schemes.

Demystifying debt funds 
as an investment option 
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A safer bet: Debt funds are generally used by banks and
corporates for their treasury operations. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

A 7% growth rate is not good enough for India and its IT in-
dustry has missed the bus on innovation by sticking to a tem-
plate that worked 25 years ago, believes economist Soumitra
Dutta who co-authors the World Economic Forum's annual
Global Information Technology report. Layoffs and adjust-
ments, to tumult in its largest market —the U.S. — are transient
factors and the real worry is that China is seen as more innovat-
ive now than India in the IT space, said Mr. Dutta, who is the
Dean, Cornell SC Johnson College of Business. Edited excerpts:

Are Indian student
applications falling in U.S.
universities under the
Donald Trump
administration?

■ Generally, foreign student
applications are down this
year. This is across the U.S.
due to uncertainty about the
visa and work situation after
studies. Canada is being very
aggressive to bring in foreign
students and it’s also a very
attractive country to go to.

In the short-term, some
negative impact is happen-
ing. But more worrying is the
potential cuts the Donald
Trump administration is
making in research areas, be-
cause as grants go down, it
affects output. And that’s the
part that really worries me in
the university much more.

There is also a concern
about the environment on
campuses as people are
much more divided in terms
of political views, but I am
more concerned about the
possible loss of R&D funding
with many key research pro-
grammes losing out. 

A lot of the funding for cli-
mate change will disappear.
If you remove the intellectual
horsepower that feeds the
universities, that hurts more
than losing student
applications.

What are your views on
the Indian IT industry’s
current woes?

■ I think the traditional In-
dian IT players will have to
restructure their business
model and hire more people
in the U.S. The costs will go
up, so they will have to think
about what that means for
the employee balance across
countries and the cost struc-
tures. That will of course,
have a short-term effect on
margins and they will have to
look for new markets. 

A bigger issue that I see
with the Indian IT sector is it
was very innovative 25 years

ago. There hasn’t really been
another big innovation in the
IT sector. They have been fol-
lowing the same template for
too long. As a result, you
don’t have an Indian Mi-
crosoft or an Indian Alibaba.
And that’s the problem.

The product investment is
not there, nor is the con-
sumer Internet boom. So in
some sense, the Indian IT in-
dustry hasn’t innovated in
the last 15 years enough.

China doesn’t have a TCS,
but it has a Tencent and
Alibaba which are more
dominant and valuable in
the future. China has suc-
ceeded in skipping a genera-
tion altogether and they got
leadership in the next gener-
ation. Today, if you ask the
question is China more in-
novative in the IT industry
than India, people would
probably say yes. The answer
wouldn’t have been the same
15 years ago. So India has lost
the leadership of the IT in-
dustry in many ways.

So do you see the current
spate of layoffs in the
sector as an outcome of
redundant skill sets?

■ The Indian IT sector layoffs
are, in my view, just a tem-
porary balancing of the
workforce. All companies go
through this… The basic
model of the IT industry is
still stable and there’s
enough business. They might
have lower margins and
lesser people. They are not
going to go out of business,
they will adjust a bit. There
will be healthy companies
like TCS and Wipro. But they
are not going to be the next
generation companies and
they will never be. TCS, In-
fosys or Wipro will never be
the next Alibaba. And that’s a
problem.

The next generation of IT
companies are coming from
the U.S. and China, not India.
If you look at the market cap-
italisation of top 10 tech com-

panies in the world, Alibaba
and Tencent are No. 9 and
No. 10. And the top five are
big U.S. companies.

So India, despite having all
the lead in IT, doesn’t have
an entry in that. That is not
an easy problem to fix. Be-
cause you miss a generation,
it takes 15 years to catch up.

Any attempt for India to
make a bid for that will re-
quire us to think about
what’s the next big leap and
be able to make that genera-
tional leap. Because 20 years
ago, there was no vision of
Alibaba or Tencent. But
some people in China made
that leap and got lucky.

We need someone out
here to think about what will
happen 15 years from now.
That is a big question mark.
Because what we have right
now in India is essentially
copies of American busi-
nesses like Amazon or eBay.
There’s no real innovation
happening in the Internet
space.

What’s your view on
India’s growth slipping to
6.1% in the last quarter of
2016-17?

■ The slight dip is not what
worries me. What worries
me is the overall number. I
think 6% or 7% growth is not
enough for India. Any coun-
try that has become an emer-

ging global power needs to
have 10-20 years of 10%
growth. We are nowhere
near that. 

Brazil at some point had
10% growth for 15 years.
China had it for 20 years. In-
dia’s never actually had that.
What worries me is will we
actually hit 8%, 9% or 10%
and will we be able to sustain
it over 10 or 15 years. I am
keeping my fingers crossed
that the government’s focus
on building institutions will
lead to long-term results.

So I am not too concerned
with the short-term dip
which might be because of
demonetisation and
whatever other reasons. I am
more concerned about can
we move from 7% to 9%. Be-
cause at 6% or 7%, you are
not really making a dent on
the poverty reduction front,
at least not fast enough. If
you want to make it fast
enough, we need to move at
a different pace. We
shouldn’t forget that India’s
economy is still quite small
with a very low per capita in-
come. 

The U.S. economy is
roughly 16-17 trillion dollars,
China is about 10-11 trillion

dollars, India is around two
[trillion]. And India’s nom-
inal GDP per capita is still
very low.

From a foreign investors’
lens, if a government with
such a majority cannot
address the tough
structural reforms such as
in factor markets like land
and labour, is there a
concern that India’s
potential will remain
untapped?

■ Now what the Prime Minis-
ter has really done is consol-
idated the BJP’s power at
both the national and State
level. In many ways, that was
an important foundation to
be laid. Hopefully, that will
lead to faster and more ef-
fective action going forward.
I think people and business
like stability more than any-
thing else. Emerging markets
have a problem as they usu-
ally don’t have stability.
That’s what people hate
about emerging markets. So
the fact that the same party
now controls the Centre and
a large part of the States
gives a sense of stability to
the foreign investor and busi-
nesses. That is important as
once you have confidence
and stability, people take the
right decisions or at least are
more encouraged to take the
hard decisions.

Would now be a good time
to take up land
acquisition reforms, for
instance?

■ I think so. There will al-
ways be some changes that
are hard to do because of
politics and democratic sys-
tems. There’s always a cost of
change. But I think if we can
still do a lot to simplify things
and focus on health, educa-
tion and infrastructure, it
will help. There’s a lot of low-
hanging fruit in India. It’s
good to have analysis and
new ideas, but I think the
problem in India is less about
ideas and more with execu-
tion. I do believe that govern-
ment’s focus on stability and
a sense of calmness and fo-
cused discipline on execu-
tion is critical. It’s very hard
to govern a large and diverse
country like India. It’s a signi-
ficant achievement just to
provide a sense of stability,
direction and some positive
confidence.

How do you see business
education evolving? Will
we see more consilience
being weaved into what
one traditionally learnt at
B-schools?

■ I am also the chair of the
AACSB, the global body for
business schools’ accredita-
tion. We went through a vis-
ion exercise recently and two
themes came out strongly.
The future would be about
making connections
between disciplines like en-
gineering and business,
health and business and so
on and secondly, the connec-
tion with industry. The
second theme was disrup-
tion. There was a strong feel-
ing that the way we have
done business education in
the past will not be the same
going forward.

We will have to rethink
business education for the
future. There’s no clear
model but the field is ready
for disruption and you can
see that already with the tra-
ditional MBA market stagnat-
ing to some degree. We see
some of the weaker players
dropping out, some schools
are stopping their MBA pro-
grammes. 

There’s a feeling that what
got us here will not get us
through the next 50 years.

‘China seen as more innovative in IT than India’
Asian rival doesn’t have a TCS, but it has a Tencent and Alibaba which are more dominant and valuable in the future
Vikas Dhoot
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India is considering selling
state-owned Air India (AI) in
parts to make it attractive to
potential buyers, as it re-
views options to divest the
loss-making flagship carrier,
several Government officials
familiar with the situation
said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Cabinet gave the go-
ahead last month for the
Government to try to sell the
airline, after successive Gov-
ernments spent billions of
dollars in recent years to
keep the airline going.

Air India — founded in the
1930s and known to genera-
tions of Indians for its Maha-
rajah mascot — is saddled
with a debt burden of $8.5
billion and a bloated cost
structure. The Government
has injected $3.6 billion since
2012 to bail out the airline.

Once the nation’s largest
carrier, its market share in
the booming domestic mar-
ket has slumped to 13% as
private carriers such as Inter-
Globe Aviation’s IndiGo and
Jet Airways have grown.

Unsuccessful attempts
Previous attempts to offload
the airline have been unsuc-
cessful. If Mr. Modi can pull
this off, it will buttress his
credentials as a reformer
brave enough to wade into
some of the country’s most
intractable problems.

His office has set a dead-
line of early next year to get
the sale process under way,
the officials said, declining to
be named as they were not
authorized to speak publicly
about the plans.

The timeline is ambitious
and the process fraught, with
opinion divided on the best
way forward: should the

Government retain a stake or
exit completely, and should
it risk being left with the un-
profitable pieces while buy-
ers pick off the better busi-
nesses, officials said.

Already, a labour union
that represents 2,500 of the
airline’s 40,000 employees
has opposed the idea of a
sale even though it is ideolo-
gically aligned to Mr. Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party.

‘Complex exercise’
Officials who have to make it
happen are grappling with
the sheer scale of the exer-
cise. Air India has six subsidi-
aries three of which are loss-
making with assets worth
about $4.6 billion. It has an
estimated $1.24 billion worth
of real estate, including two
hotels, where ownership is
split among various Govern-

ment entities.
No one has properly val-

ued the company’s various
businesses and assets before,
two officials with direct
knowledge of the process
said. Earlier this month,
about $30 million worth of
art, including paintings by
artist M. F. Husain, went
missing from its Mumbai of-
fices, chairman Ashwani Lo-
hani said.

“The exercise is complex
and there is no easy way
out,” said Jitendra Bhargava,
operational head of Air India
in 1997-2010. “At this junc-
ture, selling even part of Air
India is far from certain.”

Mr. Lohani declined to
comment on the sale pro-
cess. The prime minister’s of-
fice and the civil aviation
ministry also declined to
comment.

A committee of five senior
federal ministers, led by Fin-
ance Minister Arun Jaitley, is
expected to meet this month
and begin ironing out the
finer details of the plan. Be-
sides deciding about the size
of the stake sale, the panel
will set the bidding norms. It
will also take a call on the
carrier’s debt, de-merger
and divestment of its three
profit-making subsidiaries.

Mr. Modi’s office has said
the Government has no busi-
ness being in hospitality and
travel, suggesting the prime
minister wants to sell as
much of Air India as pos-
sible, the officials said.

Back to Tata?
Analysts say the Government
may prefer to keep the air-
line in Indian hands. At least
two potential Indian suitors,

the Tata Sons conglomerate
and IndiGo, have shown
early interest.

In recent weeks, officials
in Mr. Modi’s office and from
the Civil Aviation Ministry
met Ratan Tata, the patri-
arch of the $100 billion-a-
year Tata Sons, to gauge the
company’s interest in a deal,
a close aide to Mr. Modi said.

Tata would be an attract-
ive buyer for the Govern-
ment. The company founded
and operated Air India be-
fore it was nationalised in
1953.

“Seems like Tata will come
forward and make the best
offer,” the aide said, adding
the Centre would be keen to
see that jobs are not lost.

Tata’s ventures
Tata, however, already has
two other airline joint ven-
tures in India, and it’s not
clear what parts of Air India
it would be interested in. A
Tata spokeswoman declined
to comment. IndiGo said on
Thursday it was interested in
the international operations
and in Air India Express, a
low-cost carrier.

Mr. Modi’s office has told
officials to work out exactly
how much each of Air India’s
subsidiaries are worth to
make it easier to break up
the carrier if needed, two of
the officials said. The Gov-
ernment is expected to ap-
point outside consultants to
help with the exercise.

Anshuman Deb, aviation
analyst at ICICI Securities,
said splitting the airline will
maximize value for the Gov-
ernment. 

“Let us be realistic. It’s
very clear that a single buyer
cannot buy an entire state-
owned company,” said a
senior aviation ministry offi-
cial involved in the process.

Air India has $8.5 billion debt burden and the government has injected $3.6 billion since 2012

Reuters

NEW DELHI

Quick take-of: Air India has six subsidiaries three of which are loss-making with assets worth
about $4.6 billion and has an estimated $1.24 billion worth of real estate. * REUTERS

Centre may break up AI as it hastens sale
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The passion is back,
says Djokovic 
LONDON

Three-time champion Novak

Djokovic admitted on

Saturday that he has

rediscovered his passion for

tennis after making the

Wimbledon fourth round for

the 10th time. “I’ve been

feeling better on the court in

the last couple of months.

But especially on the grass

court this season so far, every

match that I’ve played, I felt

very comfortable. When

you’re playing well, then

you’re feeling well, then

you’re even more motivated

and passionate to see how far

it can take you.” AFP

IN BRIEF

Germanpreet nets 
India’s winner
SINGAPORE

A dominant India beat

Singapore by a solitary goal

in the first of the two u-23

International football

friendlies played at the Chao

Chu Kang Stadium here on

Sunday. 

Germanpreet Singh curled in

the winner from inside the

box in the 80th minute, off a

pass from Nanda Kumar. The

29th minute presented a

golden opportunity but

Nanda Kumar’s strike missed

the far post by a whisker.

The second friendly is slated

for July 12.

As Wimbledon prepares for
the business end of the tour-
nament, the grass is not
greener anywhere — neither
on Centre Court nor outside. 

The contention that the
quality of the grass at the hal-
lowed courts of the All Eng-
land Lawn Tennis and Cro-
quet Club has slipped,
leaving many players slip-
ping, has sharpened, with
defending champion Andy
Murray and second seed
Novak Djokovic adding to the
complaints about the
surface.

Broadly, there were two
kinds of grievances. The first
is of slipperiness, always an
occupational hazard at
Wimbledon, but players sug-

gest it has
got worse
this year.
The second
is the lack of
evenness of
the surface

— which Djokovic said was
pocked with “a lot of…small,
different holes”, and Murray
likened it to a well-worn golf
fairway (“there’s quite big
lumps of grass, sort of almost
like little divots there”).

During a match on Court
18, Kristina Mladenovic and
her opponent Alison Riske
tried to get the match
stopped on grounds of
safety. 

They were asked to play
on, but following the match,
the French 12th seed said of
the surface: “I don’t know
how to describe it. It’s not
even clay. It’s not flat.”

Players and commentators
attribute the state of the sur-
face — 100% rye grass since

2001, before which it was a
combination of rye grass and
fescue — to the unusually hot
and dry weather.

But the AELTC has respon-
ded by stating that the courts
have been prepared to the
same “meticulous standard”
and that while there is the
natural “wear and tear”, care
has been taken to see that
they have the right levels of
moisture and play
consistently.

Seven-time champion Ro-
ger Federer was typically
more circumspect; he admit-
ted to slipping once on what
he described as a difficult
surface, but added, “I guess
it was slippery for everyone.
But, you know, that is grass
court tennis.”

Federer said he hoped the
rest day on Sunday would
provide a window for the
Club to prep the courts for
play on ‘Manic Monday’, that
dream programme with 16
men’s and women’s fourth
round matches.

But as the draw slims
down and the tournament
progresses, it will be interest-
ing to watch how the courts
play and, particularly, how
the players deal with the
conditions if they continue to
feel that they have not got
any better.

On Monday, there will be
considerable local interest in
Johanna Konta, the new Brit-
ish sporting obsession who
has emerged out of nowhere
to break into the top-10. She
is favoured to win against
Caroline Garcia of France,
seeded 21.

In the women’s draw,
there will be plenty of nostal-
gic interest in the progress of
10th seed Venus Williams
who, at 37, is pitted against

Ana Konjuh, 18 years her ju-
nior. The big four — Murray
(vs. Benoit Paire), Djokovic
(vs. Adrian Mannarino), Fe-
derer (vs. Grigor Dimitrov)
and Rafael Nadal (vs. Gilles
Muller) — will be expected to
go through on both reputa-
tion and form.

But, being Wimbledon,
predictions can be slippery
at the best of times. In these
conditions, they could well
be a hazard.

Hallowed surface takes a beating as Week 2 begins
Leading players voice concerns about the playing conditions at the All England club

Mukund Padmanabhan

LONDON

Losing its aura? Defending champion Andy Murray points out to coach Ivan Lendl the wear and
tear on the grass. * REUTERS 

Men: Third round: 3-Roger Fe-
derer (Sui) bt 27-Mischa Zverev
(Ger) 7-6(3), 6-4, 6-4; 8-
Dominic Thiem (Aut) bt Jared
Donaldson (USA) 7-5, 6-4, 6-2.
Mixed doubles: Second round:
4-Sania Mirza (Ind) & Ivan Dodig
(Cro) bt Yusuke Watanuki &
Makoto Ninomiya (Jpn) 7-6(5),
6-2.
First round: Purav Raja (Ind) &
Eri Hozumi (Jpn) bt James Cer-
retani (USA) & Renata Voracava
(Cze) 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

THE RESULTS 

Wimbledon: SS Select 2 &
HD2, 4 p.m. and SS Select 1 &
HD1, 5.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

Five former Test players —
India’s Ravi Shastri, Virender
Sehwag, Lalchand Rajput,
Australia’s Tom Moody, West
Indies’ Phil Simmons — and
England’s Richard Pybus will
be interviewed for the post
of the head coach of the In-
dian men’s cricket team by
the BCCI’s Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC) on
Monday, July 10. 

While Sehwag will appear
in person, the others will
join in via video conference.
The CAC had eliminated the
likes of Dodda Ganesh and a
handful of others at the first
stage itself.

“Most probably we will
announce the name of the
head coach tomorrow itself,’’
said Amitabh Choudhary,
BCCI’s acting secretary, who
along with CEO Rahul Johri
will oversee the selection
process. 

CAC members Sourav
Ganguly and V.V.S. Laxman
will be present here to con-
duct the interview while

Sachin Tendulkar will join
via video conference. 

The new head coach will
start work with the tour of
Sri Lanka where the first Test
is set to start at Galle on July
26.

Two-year in offing
The BCCI’s advertisement
did not give details of the
time span the successful can-
didate would hold the post,
but the Supreme Court ap-
pointed Committee of Ad-
ministrators (CoA) has said —
as per the minutes of its
meeting held in Hyderabad
on May 21 — that it would be
at least till the 2019 World
Cup to be held in England.

The selected candidate is
likely to get close to ₹14 crore
for two years.

The post had fallen vacant
after Anil Kumble chose to
withdraw from the selection
process after the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy. The BCCI re-
opened the application pro-
cess window after that by
extending the deadline to
July 9 from the previous May
31. Shastri took the oppor-
tunity to apply for the post
and so did Simmons.

Last year around the same
time, Ganguly and Laxman
decided to go with Kumble,
while Tendulkar, according
to an official involved in the
appointment process, told

the BCCI to pick both and
give them different roles.
The same official said that
few BCCI office bearers did
not want Shastri last year,
and Kumble was a late
entrant in the fray. 

One does not have to
really look at a crystal ball to
find out who the CAC will
pick; it will be an Indian and
it has to be one among the
two — Sehwag, who is actu-
ally the BCCI’s choice, be-
cause he was asked to apply
by it, and perhaps even the
captain Kohli at some point
in time during the Champi-
ons Trophy; and Shastri,
who too has an excellent rap-
port with the India captain. 

Head coach likely to be named today 
CAC to interview the six short-listed candidates
G. Viswanath 

Mumbai

M. Vijay and K.L. Rahul,
who underwent surgery
mid-April to treat a right
wrist injury and a left
shoulder ailment respect-
ively, have been cleared to
play Test cricket. 

On Sunday, they were se-
lected to the Indian team for
the three-Test series to be
played in Sri Lanka later this
month. They had opened in
India’s last Test innings at
home, against Australia at
Dharamsala, in March. 

While Vijay had played
the long home international
season with a fractured
wrist, Rahul hurt his left
shoulder in the first Test
against against Australia at
Pune. 

Middle-order batsman
Karun Nair, who played
three Tests each against
England and Australia, has
been dropped. After an un-
beaten 303 against England
at Chennai, a poor run
against Australia is what has
cost Karun his place. 

Rohit Sharma, who had a

four month lay-off following
a surgery to treat a thigh in-
jury he suffered in the last
ODI against New Zealand
last October, is back in the
mix.

The selection committee,
which picked the 16-mem-
ber squad through video
conference, has retained its
faith in Ishant Sharma who
took only nine wickets in
five home Tests. 

Mohammed Shami also
returns after missing all the
Tests since the third match
against England at Mohali
because of a knee injury.

Vijay, Rahul cleared
to play Tests 
16-member squad to Sri Lanka also
includes Rohit and Shami

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI
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The squad

Virat Kohli (captain), M.

Vijay, K.L. Rahul,

Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya

Rahane (vice captain),

Rohit Sharma, R. Ashwin,

Ravindra Jadeja, Wriddiman

Saha (wk), Ishant Sharma,

Umesh Yadav, Hardik

Pandya, Bhuvneshwar

Kumar, Mohammed Shami,

Kuldeep Yadav and Abhinav

Mukund
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

England — 1st innings: 458. 

South Africa — 1st innings:
361. 

England — 2nd innings: A.
Cook c Bavuma b Morkel 69, K.
Jennings c de Kock b Morkel
33, G. Ballance c de Kock b
Morkel 34, J. Root b Maharaj 5,
J. Bairstow st. de Kock b Maha-
raj 51, B. Stokes lbw b Rabada
1, Moeen Ali b Maharaj 7, L.
Dawson b Rabada 0, S. Broad c
de Bruyn b Maharaj 0, M. Wood
b Rabada 28, J. Anderson (not
out) 0; Extras (lb-4, nb-1): 5;
Total (in 87.1 overs): 233.

Fall of wickets: 1-80, 2-139, 3-
142, 4-146, 5-149, 6-180, 7-
181, 8-182, 9-227. 

South Africa bowling: Morkel
21-6-64-3, Rabada 20-5-50-3,
Maharaj 32.1-8-85-4, Duminy

9-2-21-0, Philander 5-1-9-0.

South Africa — 2nd innings: H.
Kuhn c Bairstow b Anderson 9,
D. Elgar c & b Moeen 2, H. Amla
lbw b Dawson 11, J-P. Duminy c
Moeen b Wood 2, Quinton de
Kock b Moeen 18, T. Bavuma b
Moeen 21, T. de Bruyn c Stokes
b Moeen 1, V. Philander (not
out) 19, K. Maharaj b Moeen 10,
K. Rabada c Bairstow b Moeen
4, M. Morkel c Jennings b
Dawson 14; Extras (b-7, lb-1):
8; Total (in 36.4 overs): 119.

Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-12, 3-
25, 4-28, 5-64, 6-67, 7-72, 8-
82, 9-94.

England bowling: Anderson 6-
2-16-1, Broad 3-1-5-0, Moeen
15-4-53-6, Wood 1-0-3-1,
Dawson 11.4-4-34-2.

England won by 211 runs.

SCOREBOARD ENGLAND VS SOUTH AFRICA 

Opener Evin Lewis
hammered an unbeaten 125
to lead the West Indies to a
nine-wicket thrashing of In-
dia in the one-off T20 Inter-
national at Sabina Park here
on Sunday.

The 25-year-old clubbed
12 sixes in his remarkable in-
nings, the highest score by a
West Indies batsman in this
format, to overshadow Chris
Gayle's first international ap-
pearance in 15 months.

Good start
Earlier, India failed to capit-
alise on a flying start, but still
managed to post a challen-
ging 190 for six.

Skipper Virat Kohli (39,
22b) and Shikhar Dhawan
(23, 12b) led the charge after
they were put in by Carlos
Brathwaite. The pair put on
64, before both fell in the
sixth over.

Kohli miscued a lofted
stroke to Sunil Narine at mid-
on while Kesrick Williams ef-
fected a run out off his own

bowling, throwing down the
stumps at the non-striker's
end to catch Dhawan short.

Dominant partner
In just his second T20I, Rish-
abh Pant struggled to get go-
ing but it was the experi-
enced Dinesh Karthik who
dominated an 86-run third-
wicket stand before he fell
for 48, bowled by Marlon
Samuels. 

His top-score occupied
just 29 deliveries and in-
cluded three sixes and five
fours. 

Lewis thrashes India into submission
Karthik lends substance to visitors’ total 

AGENCE France-Presse

Kingston

On the rampage: Evin Lewis’ blitzkrieg helped the West
Indies canter home. * AFP

England pulled off a thrill-
ing three-run win over Aus-
tralia in their Women’s
World Cup match here on
Sunday. 

Chasing a target of 260,
the Australians fell agon-
isingly short despite solid
contributions from Ellyse
Perry (70) and Meg Lan-
ning (40). 

Left-arm spinner Alex
Hartley turned the match
in England’s favour with a
spell of 10-0-31-2.In the
other match at Derby, West
Indies registered a 47-run
win over Sri Lanka.

The scores: At Bristol: Eng-
land 259 for eight in 50 overs
(Tammy Beaumont 49, Kath-
erine Brunt 45, Jenny Gunn
39, Sarah Taylor 35, Elyse Vil-
lani three for 42) bt Australia
256 for eight in 50 overs
(Beth Mooney 31, Ellyse Perry
70, Meg Lanning 40). 

At Derby: West Indies 229 for
nine in 50 overs (Deandra
Dottin 38, Merissa Aguilleira
46 n.o., Sripali Weerakkody
three for 38) bt Sri Lanka 182
in 48 overs (Shashikala Siri-
wardena 33, Prasadani
Weerakkody 30, Anisa Mo-
hammed three for 39). 

England pips
Australia
in thriller
SPORTS BUREAU

BRISTOL England beat South Africa
by 211 runs to win the first
Test at Lord’s on Sunday.
The visitor, set 331 to win on
the fourth day, collapsed to
119 all out as England went
1-0 up in this four-match
series and gave Joe Root a
victory in his first Test as
England captain. Off-spin-
ner Moeen Ali took a Test-
best six for 53 in 15 overs. 

Moeen Ali spins
England to victory 
Reuters

LONDON

Moeen Ali. * AP

Tao United of Romania
won the Neymar Junior’s
World Finals beating
English side IFC Fives via
tie-breaker. 

More than the crown,
the Romanians celebrated
playing two matches
against the hero of their
dreams, superstar Neymar
Jr., who has lent his name
to the five-a-side
tournament, organised by
Red Bull at the place
where he grew up.

Neymar sat on the
make-shift wooden stands
with his son, David, and
often swung to the beats of
a band that was playing in
his honour.

IFC Fives beat Angolan
side Furia Da Bola while

the Romanians got the
better of Swedish side FC
Show to reach the finals.
The final was kicked off by
David, who did it in the
manner his father does for
Barcelona or Brazil.

Neymar Santos Sr, his
father who is the man
behind his success, was
also present as three
generations of the Santos
family celebrated their
biggest passion. 

Everyone — that is more
than 400 players from 53
teams and officials and the
spectators — were happy
the way the second edition
of the tournament turned
out. 

(The writer is in Sao
Paulo at the invitation of
Red Bull India).

All eyes on Neymar 
AMITABHA DAS SHARMA

Praia Grande (Brazil)

Going for the spectacular: Neymar pulled out his bag of
tricks to entertain the crowd. * AFP

Jamaica’s 100m and 200m
women’s champion Elaine
Thompson won the 100m
coming from behind to
edge out Dutch woman
Dafne Schippers despite
the winner wearing shoes
which resembled trainers
at the Diamond League
meet in the London sta-
dium on Sunday. “I do
have on spikes but they are
very petite. They are built
especially for me and made
lighter,” said Thompson.

The results (winners only):
Men: 200m: Ameer Webb
(USA) 20.13; 800m: Nijel
Amos (Bot) 1:43.18; 110m
hurdles: Aries Merritt (USA)
13.09; 400m hurdles: Kerron
Clement (USA) 48.02; Discus:
Daniel Stahl (Swe) 66.73.

Women: 100m: Elaine
Thompson (Jam) 10.94s;
400m: Allyson Felix (USA)
49.65; Mile: Hellen Onsando
Obiri (Ken) 4:16.56; 100m
hurdles: Kendra Harrison
(USA) 12.39; High jump: Mar-
iya Lasitskene (Rus) 2.00m;
Pole vault: Ekaterini Stefanidi
(Gre) 4.81; Long jump: Tianna
Bartoletta (USA) 7.01; Javelin:
Barbora Spotakova (Cze)
68.26.

Thomspon
edges out
Schippers
Agencies

LONDON

<> I guess it was

slippery for

everyone. But, you

know, that is grass

court tennis

Roger Federer

India: V. Kohli c Narine b Willi-
ams 39 (22b, 7x4, 1x6), S.
Dhawan run out 23 (12b, 5x4),
Rishabh Pant c Walton b Taylor
38 (35b, 2x4, 1x6), D. Karthik b
Samuels 48 (29b, 5x4, 3x6),
M.S. Dhoni c Samuels b Taylor 2
(3b), K. Jadhav c Narine b Willi-
ams 4 (4b), R. Jadeja (not out)
13 (8b, 1x6), R. Ashwin (not out)
11 (7b, 1x4); Extras (lb-6, w-6):
12; Total (for six wkts. in 20
overs): 190. 

Fall of wickets: 1-64 (Kohli, 5.3
overs), 2-65 (Dhawan, 5.5), 3-
151 (Karthik, 15.4), 4-156
(Dhoni, 16.4), 5-156 (Pant,
16.5), 6-164 (Jadhav, 17.6). 

West Indies bowling: Badree 4-
0-31-0, Taylor 4-0-31-2, Willi-
ams 4-0-42-2, Brathwaite 2-0-
26-0, Narine 3-0-22-0,
Samuels 3-0-32-1.

West Indies: C. Gayle c Dhoni b
Kuldeep 18 (20b, 1x4, 1x6), E.
Lewis (not out) 125 (62b, 6x4,

12x6), M. Samuels (not out) 36
(29b, 5x4, 1x6); Extras (b-5,
lb-2, w-8): 15; Total (for one
wkt in 18.3 overs): 194.

Fall of wicket: 1-82 (Gayle,
8.2).

India bowling: Bhuvneshwar 4-
0-27-0, Ashwin 4-0-39-0,
Shami 3-0-46-0, Kuldeep 4-0-
34-1, Jadeja 3.3-0-41-0. 

Toss: West Indies.

West Indies won by 9 wickets
with nine balls remaining.

SCOREBOARD WEST INDIES VS INDIA, T20I
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R E A U A L Y

S K Y L I G H T S C A L E S

O V S P H M D

O F F E R P E L O T A

A N R R P

D R E S S T O T H E N I N E S

T Q A O R

U N R I P E B U M P Y

W A R A S S L

J A U N T Y P I N C E N E Z

G D I E I F X

G O V E R N O R P A U S E S
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Solution to puzzle 12054 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Seeing Lord Krishna who had been his friend now assume
Viswarupa, Arjuna knew that Krishna was indeed the Su-
preme One. In the Bhagavad Gita, the words sasisurya net-
ram are used to refer to the Lord’s eyes. In other words, His
eyes are like the Sun and the Moon. 

This seems contradictory. How can His eyes be like both
the Sun and the Moon? The Sun scorches with its heat, but
the Moon cools with its rays. But there is no need for doubts
in this regard. His eyes are like the hot Sun when He looks at
His enemies and the enemies of His devotees. His eyes are
cool and pleasing when He looks at bhaktas. 

Andal also says in Her Tiruppavai that His eyes are like the
Sun and the Moon. The heat from His gaze burns up our
sins, while His mercy grants moksha to those who surrender
to Him, said Valayapet Ramachariar in a discourse. 

When the Lord takes the Narasimha avatara for the sake
of Prahlada, the boy devotee, His eyes instil fear in Hiran-
yakasipu. But the Lord’s eyes look at Prahlada with love and
kindness. Demons fear Him. Mareecha tells Ravana that he
had already once experienced Lord Rama’s anger and so he
will not oppose Him again. But the sages are not afraid of
Rama. 

His form is so lovely to behold that Devaki laments not
having seen Krishna as a baby. Kulasekara Azhvar captures
her sorrow in a verse. 

Devaki pictures Krishna having been given His bath and
put in the cradle. The baby’s fists are clenched. The baby
smiles in His sleep. “I didn’t see that smile,” cries Devaki, in
Kulasekara Azhvar’s pasuram. 

The Lord shows His form to those who love Him. He also
shows it to those who hate Him to frighten them. He shows it
to those who are indifferent to Him to win them over to His
side.

FAITH

His lovely form3 What a busy person has that a

dieter dislikes (1,3,2,4,5)

4 Result of irewalking at top

speed (7)

6 Secret advantage that a card

sharp might have (3,2,4,6)

7 Signs of having elephantiasis

initially -- Lumps (5)

8 Tradition — What one may not

ask a lady about sex appeal

(8)

9 They can be woven to

manufacture briefs (6)

16 Anathema to risk single!

Rejected with indignation

(4,5)

17 Key strikes! Turns to trap

expert opening batsman (5,3)

19 Harassed husbands

renouncing extreme burden

become ascetics (6)

20 Invention made in brilliant

world of scholars (7)

21 New space-time dimension (6)

23 Run away with some damsel

openly (5)

12 Rude not to play Holi perhaps

(3-6)

13 One entering job gets advance

(5)

14 Terrible score! Time to defend

(6)

15 With grit capture and coerce

(7)

18 Head of faculty ignores

alternative claim (7)

20 Fools having time and money

(6)

22 Despicable guy consuming

ecstasy (5)

24 Journalists can’t meet them

when phones aren’t working

(9)

25 See red garment worn by

woman, a fantastic top (4,1,4)

26 Novel idea somewhat to omit a

syllable (5)

27 Communist repressing cry of

alarm, created a stink (6)

28 Passionate? Check out studs

inside (8)

■ DOWN

1 Pathetic people combine in call

of distress (6)

2 Policy statement makes some

faint (9)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17

18 19 20

21

22 23 24

25 26

27 28

(set by Dr. X)

■ ACROSS

1 Support unknown politician in

hasty scheme (8)

5 Around the middle of day,

alcoholic drink? Sign of

middle age (6)

10 Wild dog to scram after

commotion (5)

11 Last man in trouble, cutting

early (9)
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Thai teen breaks 
record 
BANGKOK 

A Thai teenager became the
youngest known winner of a
professional golf tournament
on Sunday, securing a two-
shot victory at the Ladies
European Thailand
championship in Pattaya.
Atthaya Thitikul (14 years and
four months) calmly slotted
home a must-win final putt
on the 18th to see off Ana
Menendez of Mexico. AFP

IN BRIEF

Harden’s mega extension
deal with Rockets 
LOS ANGELES

James Harden and the
Houston Rockets have agreed
on a four-year contract
extension that reportedly is
the richest in NBA history.
The contract is a super-
maximum extension that will
guarantee Harden $228
million through the 2022-23
season, league sources told
ESPN on Saturday. “Houston
is home for me,” Harden said
in a statement released by
the Rockets. Reuters

Valtteri Bottas won a cliff-
hanger Austrian Grand Prix
for Mercedes on Sunday with
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel fin-
ishing a mere 0.6 of a second
behind to increase his lead
over Lewis Hamilton to 20
points after nine races.

Hamilton, Bottas’ team-
mate, started in eighth place
after a grid penalty triggered
by an unscheduled gearbox
change and finished fourth.

Vettel now has 171 points
to Hamilton’s 151. Bottas is
third overall on 136.

“I had a bit of deja vu in
the end from Russia,” said
Bottas, referring to his first
Formula One win at Sochi in
April when Vettel again al-
most reeled him in at the fin-
ish and also crossed the line
0.6 behind.

Australian Daniel Ric-
ciardo finished third for Red
Bull for his fifth successive
podium finish, with
Hamilton pushing him hard
to the chequered flag.

Apart from the closing

laps, with Vettel reeling in
the Mercedes in a nail-biting
finish and Bottas looking
anxiously in his mirrors as
he wrestled with blistered
tyres, the Finn’s biggest
scare came at the start.

Bottas reacted with split-
second precision, his get-
away so blindingly quick that
Vettel alongside immediately
questioned whether the Mer-
cedes had jumped the lights.
Stewards investigated and
took no further action.

“I think that was the start
of my life. I was really on it
today,” he said.

Bottas wins a clifhanger 
Holds of Vettel; Hamilton fourth for Mercedes

‘Start of my life’: Valtteri Bottas, seen at the drivers’ parade, reacted with split-second
precision at the start of the race. * GETTY IMAGES

Reuters

SPIELBERG AUSTRIAN GP

1. Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
1:21:48.527s; 2. Sebastian
Vettel (Ferrari) +0.658s; 3.
Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)
+6.012s; 4. Lewis Hamilton
(Mercedes) +7.430s; 5. Kimi
Raikkonen (Ferrari) +20.370s;
6. Romain Grosjean (Haas)
+1:13.160. 7. Sergio Perez
(Force India), 8. Esteban Ocon
(Force India), 9. Felipe Massa
(Williams), 10. Lance Stroll
(Williams), 11. Jolyon Palmer
(Renault), 12. Stoffel Van-
doorne (McLaren), 13. Nico
Hulkenberg (Renault), 14. Pas-
cal Wehrlein (Sauber) all +1
lap, 15. Marcus Ericsson
(Sauber) +2 laps. Retired: 16.
Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) +3
laps, Carlos Sainz Jr (Toro
Rosso) +27 laps, Kevin Mag-
nussen (Haas) +42 laps,
Fernando Alonso (McLaren)
+70 laps, Max Verstappen (Red
Bull) +71 laps.
Standings: Drivers: 1. Vettel
171, 2. Hamilton 151, 3. Bottas
136, 4. Ricciardo 107, 5.
Raikkonen 83, 6. Perez 50, 7.
Verstappen 45, 8. Ocon 39, 9.
Sainz Jr 29, 10. Massa 22, 11.
Stroll 18, 12. Huelkenberg 18,
13. Grosjean 18, 14. Magnussen
11, 15. Wehrlein 5, 16. Kvyat 4,
17. Alonso 2, 18. Palmer 0, 19.
Ericsson 0, 20. Vandoorne 0,
21. Giovinazzi 0. 
Constructors: 1. Mercedes 287,
2. Ferrari 254, 3. Red Bull 152,
4. Force India 89, 5. Williams
40, 6. Toro Rosso 33, 7. Haas
29, 8. Renault 18, 9. Sauber 5,
10. McLaren 2.

THE RESULTS

BENGALURU: Captain Morgan (P.
Trevor up) won the Maharaja’s
Gold Cup, the chief event of the
races held here on Sunday ( July
9). The winner is owned by
United Racing & Bloodstock
Breeders Ltd rep by. Mr. & Mrs.
Vijay Mallya and trained by S.
Attaollahi.
The results

1 ENDORSEMENT PLATE

(1,200m), rated 00 to 20: ROCK

STEADY (Rayan Ahmed) 1, Feet On
Fire (Md. Asif Khan) 2, All By My-
self ( Jagadeesh) 3 and Love For
Life (S.A. Amit) 4. Not run: Coun-
try’s Pearl and Arabian Promise.
3-1/2, 1-1/2 and 4-1/2. 1m, 15.34s.
₹48 (w), 13, 42 and 20 (p), SHP:
116, THP: 50, FP: 780, Q: 574,
Trinella: 6,107 and 1,178, Exacta:
7,909 and 3,672. Favourite: Love
For Life. Owner and trainer: S.
Dominic.

2 DIVINE LIGHT PLATE

(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms): COLD FRONTIER (P. Tre-
vor) 1, St Pauli Girl (Neeraj) 2,

Malana (P.S. Chouhan) 3 and Top
Brass (Dhanu Singh) 4. 4-3/4, 1-1/2
and 3-1/4. 1m, 12.49s. ₹13 (w), 11, 13
and 15 (p), SHP: 28, THP: 36, FP:
41, Q: 40, Trinella: 84 and 39, Ex-
acta: 933 and 1,004. Favourite:
Cold Frontier. Owners: United Ra-
cing & Bloodstock Breeders Ltd
rep. by. Mr & Mrs. Vijay Mallya.
Trainer: Arjun Mangalorkar.

3 N.M. LINGARAJU MEMORIAL

TROPHY (1,400m), rated 30 to
50: MAGICAL DANCER ( Jagadeesh)
1, He Calls The Shots (Neeraj) 2,
Dont Dilly Dally (A. Sandesh) 3
and Erdemir (A. Ramu) 4. Lnk, 2
and Lnk. 1m, 26.56s. ₹466 (w), 75,
23 and 13 (p), SHP: 68, THP: 52,
FP: 3,170, Q: 2,040, Trinella:
17,499 and 5,624, Exacta: 1,29,556
(carried over). Favourite: Rum
Runner. Owner: Mr. B.V. Singh.
Trainer: Samar Singh.

4 MAHARAJA’S GOLD CUP

(2,200m), 4-y-o & over,
(Terms): CAPTAIN MORGAN (P.
Trevor) 1, Whomakestherules (A.
Imran Khan) 2, Serendine (P.S.

Chouhan) 3 and Mathaiyus
(Neeraj) 4. 1, 1/2 and 2-1/2. 2m,
17.08s. ₹33 (w), 14, 22 and 39 (p),
SHP: 69, THP: 102, FP: 260, Q:
263, Trinella: 5,957 and 2,821, Ex-
acta: 16,382 and 3,706. Favourite:
Mathaiyus. Owners: United Ra-
cing & Bloodstock Breeders Ltd
rep by. Mr & Mrs. Vijay Mallya.
Trainer: S. Attaollahi.

5 MARILINGAIAH MEMORIAL

CUP (1,200m), rated 45 to 65:
ANTANANARIVO (S. John) 1, Fab-
ulous Touch (Akshay Kumar) 2,
Duke Of Clarence (R. Marshall) 3
and Zafran (P. Trevor) 4. Not run:
Private Paradise. 1-3/4, Lnk and
1/2. 1m, 13.26s. ₹34 (w), 14, 35 and
27 (p), SHP: 96, THP: 71, FP: 381,
Q: 347, Trinella: 3,201 and 1,042,
Exacta: 17,566 and 7,528. Favour-
ite: Queen Credible. Owner:
Sarainaga Racing Pvt Ltd. Trainer:
Arjun Mangalorkar.

6 EPSOM PLATE (1,400m), rated
15 to 35, 5-y-o & over: WILD

WILD ANGELS (Rayan Ahmed) 1,
Noble Sapphire (Nazerul Alam) 2,

Extremelydangerous (P.P. Dhebe)
3 and Cherie Amour (B. Harish) 4.
2-1/4, 3/4 and 3/4. 1m, 27.17s. ₹38
(w), 16, 108 and 24 (p), SHP: 351,
THP: 67, FP: 2,680, Q: 1,780,
Trinella: 32,753 and 4,679, Ex-
acta: 78,502 (carried over) and
33,644. Favourite: Wild Wild An-
gels. Owner: Mrs. Malathi N. Ven-
kataswamy. Trainer: V. Dheeraj. 

7 YOUNG RAJPUT PLATE

(1,200m), rated 15 to 35:
MAYBE FOREVER (Dhanu Singh) 1,
Calico King (Sunil Samson) 2,
Princeazeem (T.S. Jodha) 3 and
Amazing Love (Antony Raj) 4. Not
run: Royal Serenity and Black
Lightning. 5-1/4, 3 and 1-3/4. 1m,
13.27s. ₹19 (w), 12, 19 and 38 (p),
SHP: 54, THP: 84, FP: 95, Q: 106,
Trinella: 1,401 and 1,117, Exacta:
8,345 and 2,235. Favourite:
Maybe Forever. Owners: Mr. P.S.
Somakanthan & Mr. B. Prithviraj.
Trainer: B. Prithviraj.
Jackpot: ₹47,054 (18 tkts); Runner-
up: 9,810 (37 tkts); Treble (i): 1,170
(26 tkts); (ii): 332 (222 tkts).

Captain Morgan wins Maharaja’s Gold Cup 

Prajnesh Gunneswaran re-
tired in the deciding set of
the final of the $25,000 ITF
men’s Futures tennis tour-
nament to hand the title to
local unseeded player Zh-
izhen Zhang on Sunday.

The results (finals): $25,000
Futures, Shenzhen: Zhizen
Zhang (Chn) bt Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran 2-6, 7-5, 5-0
(retired).

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm
El Sheikh: Angelina Zhuravl-
eva (Rus) & Kanika Vaidya bt
Verena Hofer & Francesca
Sella (Ita) 7-5, 6-4.

Prajnesh
retires
in inal 
Sports Bureau

Shenzhen

Vishnu Prasad and Chittesh
Mandody overcame stiff
challenges to clinch a
double title each in the
opening round of the JK
Tyre FMSCI National racing
championship at the Kari
Motor Speedway on Sunday.

With the reverse grid
coming into play, Vishnu
who had won both races on
Friday, started from P6 in
the opening Euro JK 17 race.
That did not matter, the
Chennai youngster harried
the front runners right from
the start.

One by one, he overtook
pole-sitter Vikash Anand,
Nayan Chatterjee and
Anindith Reddy, and went
on to clinch the race.

It was a lot easier for
Vishnu in the second race as
he started from pole.

In the LGB4 class, Man-

dody had it tough, espe-
cially in the second race
that saw the red flags com-
ing down twice. 

It was Vishnu who gave
the Kolhapur lad a run for
his money with a series of
daring overtaking moves.
But Mandody pushed that
extra bit when it mattered.

The results: 

Euro JK 17: Race 1: 1. Vishnu
Prasad, 2. K. Anindith Reddy, 3.
Nayan Chatterjee. Race 2: 1.
Vishnu Prasad, 2. Akash
Gowda, 3. Vikash Anand. 

LGB4: Race 1: 1. Chittesh Man-
dody, 2. Vishnu Prasad, 3.
Saran Vikram. Race 2: 1.
Chittesh Mandody, 2. Vishnu
Prasad, 3. Sandeep Kumar. 

JK Red Bull Road to Rookies
Cup: Race 2: 1. Jaden Gun-
awardena, 2. S. Varoon, 3. Lal-
hruaizela. 

JK Suzuki Gixxer Cup: Race 2:
1. Joseph Matthew, 2. Malsaw-
mdawngliana, 3. Lalmawipuia.

Special Correspondent

Coimbatore

Pleased as punch: Vishnu Prasad, right, won both of Sunday’s
races to sweep the Euro 17 category over the weekend.

* M. PERIASAMY

Vishnu, Mandody
clinch double wins 

Riders from Honda Ten10
Racing team put in dominant
performances as Rajiv Sethu
and Mithun Kumar hogged
the limelight, even as an-
other youngster Amarnath
Menon of Gusto Racing
achieved a grand double in
the second round of the MRF
MMSC FMSCI National mo-
torcycle racing champion-
ship which concluded at the
MMRT track, Sriperumbu-
dur, near here on Sunday.

The results (provisional): Na-
tional Championship: Super
Sport Indian (165cc, 9 laps): 1.
Rajiv Sethu (Honda Ten10 Ra-

cing, 18 mins:11.528 secs); 2.
Mathana Kumar (Honda Ten10
Racing, 18:15.594); 3. Prabhu
Arunagiri (RACR, 18:16.178).

Super Sport Indian (300-
400cc, 10 laps): 1. Amarnath
Menon (Gusto Racing,
11:54.706); 2. Deepak Ravi Ku-
mar (MotoRev, 11: 54.865); 3.
Vivek Pillai (Rockers Racing,
11:55.134).

Pro-Stock (165cc, 9 laps): 1.
Mithun Kumar PK (Honda Ten10
Racing, 18:55.557); 2. Anish D.
Shetty (Honda Ten10 Racing,
19:06.148); 3. Aravind Bal-
akrishnan (Honda Ten10 Racing,
19:06.610).

Stock (Novice, 165cc, 6 laps): 1.
P. Sri Harsha (Sparks Racing,

11:23.303); 2. Vysakh Sobhan
(Speed Up Racing, 11:25.804);
3.Anup Kumar (RACR,
11:28.032).
One-Make Championship:

Honda CBR250 Open (Race 1, 6
laps): 1. Hari Krishnan (Honda
Ten10 Racing, 12:35.539); 2.
Arvind Balakrishnan (Honda Ten
10 Racing, 12:36.307); 3. Rajiv
Sethu (Honda Ten 10 Racing,
12:40.917). 

Race 2 (9 laps): 1. Rajiv Sethu
(Honda Ten10 Racing,
2:02.550); 2. Anish D. Shetty
(Honda Ten10 Racing,
18:59.675); 3. Aravind Bal-
akrishnan (Honda Ten10 Racing,
19:00.290).

Drag racing: National Champi-
onship (4-Stroke): Unrestric-
ted: 1. Hemant Muddappa
(Bengaluru, 8.069s); 2. Rameez
Khan (Mysuru, 8.372); 3.
Rizwan Khan (Mysuru, 8.536).

Rajiv leads Honda Ten10 to 1-2 inish 
Special Correspondent

Chennai

Amarnath Menon.
* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Representatives of Iraq,
Mexico, Chile and England
were happy after their visit
to the Salt Lake Stadium,
which will be the venue for
Group F matches during
the FIFA Under-17 World
Cup in October, here on
Sunday.

England coach Steve
Cooper said he had no
complaints. “The first im-
pression has been good.
The city has huge enthusi-
asm for football. We are
planning to visit earlier
than scheduled. The differ-
ent climate and culture will
be a positive experience
for the boys,” said Cooper.

Chile coach Hernan Cap-
utto said, “The stadium is
beautiful, the group has
some great teams and my
boys will try to give their
best.”

Mexican coach Echever-
ria Perez was impressed as
well. “The pitches and the
stadium are top class. It is a
serious competition. Mex-
ico has been preparing for
youth development and
hopefully we will play the
final,” said Perez.

Group F matches will
begin on October 8 with
Chile taking on England. 

The venue will also host
one quarterfinal, the third-
place match and the final.

Salt Lake
gets
thumbs up
from teams
Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Even before it could kick off,
the ambitious home-and-
away Hockey Pro League
(HPL) has run into trouble
with Hockey India withdraw-
ing from the same, as was
first reported by The Hindu.

The HPL, slated to begin
from January 2019 and one
of the qualifying events in
the run-up to the 2020
Olympics, is yet to make de-
tails of its ranking points and
qualifying system public and
Hockey India’s decision
stems from the uncertainty
and lack of clarity regarding
the same. The decision to
withdraw was taken on July
7 and as things stand now, it
has been accepted by the In-
ternational Hockey Federa-
tion (FIH). 

HI has also hinted at ap-
parent bias towards
European sides in the HPL
as one of the reasons for its
withdrawal. A senior HI offi-
cial confirmed the move and
claimed that, in its present
form, the HPL clearly fa-
voured the Europeans.

“In the present format,
the five continental champi-
ons and host qualify auto-
matically. The top-four
teams from HPL, top six
from the Hockey World
League Round 2 along with
the two-highest ranked
teams not yet qualified
would fight out for the re-
maining six spots.

“Now, the Indian women

are ranked around 12-13 at
the moment and the other
Asian sides are also around
that mark. Only one Asian
team can be the continental
champion. By the current
HPL system, most of the
teams managing to qualify
would be from Europe. It is
detrimental to Asia, spe-
cially among women, with
teams uncertain to even
make it to the qualifiers.

Risk of suspension
“Even this system is not offi-
cially finalised as of now, this
is only what the current
status is. There is lack of
clarity. Also, the ranking sys-
tem was decided after the
teams had been registered
and short-listed. And with
July 17 being the last date for
withdrawals, if we had
delayed our decision, we
would have had to not only
pay a fine but also risk sus-
pension from all interna-
tional hockey for two years.
No one is saying give free
passage to the Olympics but
the route to at least the qual-
ifiers must be fair to every-
one,” the official said.

Instead, the thinking in HI
circles is that it would be
better to take the HWL route
to the qualifiers given that
Round 2 competitions have
comparatively weaker teams
with a higher chance of In-
dia making it.

Ironically, in all this, it’s
the Indian men’s team —
ranked sixth in the world

currently — which has got a
raw deal. Since India’s ap-
plication was combined for
both men and women, it
would have to withdraw
both its teams from the Pro
League. 

Contrary to speculations
that the move was triggered
by HI’s recent complaint to
FIH on the Sardar Singh is-
sue, HI rubbished the
charge. “The two have no
connection. The men were
more likely to make the cut
through Pro League but we
couldn’t have allowed the
women’s team to suffer
either. There is still a long
way to go for 2019 and a lot
can happen by then. Let’s
see,” an office-bearer of HI
said.

India’s withdrawal would
be a big blow to not just the
competitiveness of the HPL
but also its revenue targets.
At the same time, given that
the HPL would be played
over weekends for almost six
months a year, it would also
mean the Indian teams los-
ing out on competition
against top sides.

Revenue generation and
ability to draw crowds was
one of the reasons the
Pakistan men’s side made
the cut ahead of higher-
ranked teams like Ireland,
even though it would have to
play its home games in Scot-
land. Given that India con-
tributes a major percentage
of FIH’s revenue, its absence
would be a concern.

HOCKEY

Lack of clarity triggered withdrawal
Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELHI

Brilliant goalkeeping by
Savita saw India hold host
South Africa 0-0 in the first
match of the Women’s
Hockey World League
semifinal here on Saturday.

South Africa made eight
unsuccessful attempts on
goal with 34 circle penetra-
tions while India had 15
penetrations and three
shots on goal.

India will clash with USA
in its second match on
Monday. 

Indian
women hold
South Africa 
Press Trust of India

Johannesburg
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SPORT

Soon after taking the
5,000m gold on the opening
day, Govindan Lakshmanan
had said that winning a dis-
tance double would be ask-
ing for too much. But on a
humid Sunday night, the 27-
year-old from Tamil Nadu
looked fresh as he broke
away from the rest of the
pack on the back straight
and won the 10,000m gold
at the 22nd Asian Athletics
Championships here.

With that, Lakshmanan,
who now has two tickets for
next month’s London
Worlds, became the first In-
dian to complete a
5,000m-10,000m double at
the Asians.

Lakshmanan and team-
mate T. Gopi stayed close to
each other in the lead pack
almost all through. But on
the back straight, the cham-
pion, coached by Olympian
Surender Singh, made his
crucial move and appeared
to run the last lap like a
quartermiler. “My coach had
given me special workouts
for this, the strategy was to
run the last lap in 53 or 54
seconds,” said Lakshmanan,
who hails from Sokku Rani
village in Pudukottai.

India collected four more
golds on the final day to take
its total to 12 and finished the
table-topper, ahead of China,
with its best-ever finish in
these championships.

Neeraj Chopra, the u-20
world champion, heptath-
lete Swapna Barman and the
men’s and women’s mile re-

lay teams were the others to
strike gold on Sunday.

With Taipei’s Chao-Tsun
Cheng, one of the best
throwers in the world this
year in the fray, many felt
that it would be difficult for
the 19-year-old Neeraj here.

The lead changed hands a
few times but Neeraj came
good when it mattered the
most, uncorking a brilliant
85.23m on his final throw to
take the gold, pushing
Qatar’s Bader Magour
Ahmed to silver. 

Davinder Singh Kang, des-

pite being under pressure
after testing positive for
marijuana late last month,
took the bronze.

Heptathlete Swapna who
had an impressive high jump
(1.86m) on Saturday that
could have brought her a
gold in the individual event
here, won the multi-eventer
with a personal best 5,942
points while teammate Purn-
ima Hembram won the
bronze.

Anchored by Tamil Nadu’s
Arokia Rajiv, India won the
men’s relay comfortably and

in the women’s event, there
was a bit of a fumble in the
baton exchange between the
young Jisna Mathew — who
ran a brilliant third leg — and
the anchor Nirmala Sheoran,
but there were no worries in
the end.

The final day’s gold count
could have gone to six but
Pune’s Archana Adhav, who
won the women’s 800m,
was disqualified later for ob-
structing two Sri Lankan ath-
letes, Nimali Waliwarsha and
Gayanthika Thushari, near
the finish.

Double joy for Lakshmanan 
First Indian to complete a 5,000-10,000m double at Asians; Hosts top table

Way to go! India’s G. Lakshmanan now has two tickets to the London Worlds. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

Stan Rayan

BHUBANESWAR

ASIAN ATHLETICS
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The Rooney ile

B Clubs: Everton (2002-
2004), United (2004-
2017), Everton (2017-)

B Appearances and goals:
Everton: 77, 17; United:
557, 251: record scorer
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Colombian Rigoberto Uran
won a drama-filled ninth
stage of the Tour de France
on Sunday as Australian
Richie Porte and Briton
Geraint Thomas crashed
out.

Champion Chris Froome
retained the yellow jersey
after finishing the stage
third, behind Frenchman
Warren Barguil who
missed out on victory in a
photo-finish.

Briton Froome’s four bo-
nus seconds on the line
helped him increase his
lead to 18 seconds over
Italian Fabio Aru, who
moved up a place to
second with Thomas hav-
ing quit the race.

Uran wins a
drama-illed
ninth stage
Agencies

CHAMBERY

GM P. Harikrishna held
world No. 6 Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov of Azerbaijan
to a thrilling draw in the
third round of the Geneva
FIDE Grand Prix here.

The Indian, ranked
world No. 22 Indian and
playing white, attacked
from the onset and found
himself in a winning posi-
tion but a slight miscalcula-
tion saw him surrender the
advantage to the second
seeded rival.

“I was playing a good
game and got into a win-
ning position but played
the wrong move to give
away the win,” Harikrishna
said. He is tied second with
two points.

Harikrishna
holds
Mamedyarov
Press Trust of India

Geneva

The title-race in the Com-
monwealth Chess champion-
ship is headed for a thrilling
finale on Monday after de-
fending champion Abhijeet
Gupta found himself in the
company of local Vaibhav
Suri and Australia’s
Aleksandar Wohl at the top.

After the eighth and pen-
ultimate round on Sunday,
the trio led with 6.5 points.

Abhijeet, the overnight
leader, drew in just 24 moves
with Tejas Bakre before Suri
and Wohl scored contrasting
victories to make it a three-
man leaders’ group.

Suri needed 34 moves to
beat Shardul Gagare before
54-year-old IM and former
Australian champion Wohl
pulled off a 59-move thriller
over Swapnil Dhopade.

Among the ladies, Tania
Sachdev and Mary Ann

Gomes shared the lead at 5.5
points but face GM rivals in
the final round.

With Swati Ghate, Nisha
Mohota, Bhakti Kulkarni,
Shamima Akter (Bangladesh)
and Soumya Swaminathan
tied at five points, the two
leaders face serious
competition.

Meanwhile, Arjun
Erigaisi, who stunned

second seed Aravindh
Chithambaram in a mara-
thon 90 moves to reach six
points, needs to beat P.
Shyam Nikhil on Monday for
an IM norm.

Similarly, P. Bala Kan-
namma and K. Priyanka also
need final-round victories
for their Woman IM norms.
The results: 

Eighth round: Tejas Bakre (6)

drew with Abhijeet Gupta (6.5);
Vaibhav Suri (6.5) bt Shardul
Gagare (5.5); Aleksandar Wohl
(Aus, 6.5) bt Swapnil Dhopade
(5.5); Pravin Thipsay (5.5) lost
to M.S. Thej Kumar (6); Ara-
vindh Chithambaram (5) lost to
Arjun Erigaisi (6); Ziaur Rahman
(Ban, 5.5) drew with Mo-
hammad Nubairshah Shaikh
(5.5); Mitrabha Guha (5) lost to
Abhijit Kunte (6).

Rishi Sardana (5.5) drew with
Abdullah Al Rakib Mollah (Ban,
5.5); P. Shyam Nikhil (6) bt
Chakravarthi Reddy (5).

Swati Ghate (5) drew with
Sahaj Grover (5); Deepan
Chakkravarthy (5) drew with
Nisha Mohota (5).

P.V. Nandhidhaa (4.5) lost to
Ankit Rajpara (5.5); Tania Sach-
dev (5.5) bt Srija Seshadri (4.5).
Mary Ann Gomes (5.5) bt P. Bala
Kannamma (4.5).

Leading final-round pairings:
Abhijeet-Wohl; Kunte-Suri;
Thej-Bakre; Arjun-Shyam;
Gagare-Rahman.

Dhopade-Tania; Mollah-
Krishna; Rajpara-Sardana;
Shaikh-Thipsay; Deepan-Mary.

Thrilling inale on the cards
Abhijeet joins Suri and Wohl at the top of the leaderboard

Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

Good going: Vaibhav Suri (left) defeated Shardul Gagare to
become part of the leaders’ group on Sunday.

C’WEALTH CHESS

Men: 200m: 1. Yang Chun-Han
(Tpe) 20.66s; 2. Park Bonggo
(Kor) 20.76; 3. Femi Ogunode
(Qat) 20.79. 

800m: 1. R. Alzofairi (Kuw)
1:49.47s; 2. Jamal Hairane (Qat)
1:49.94; 3. Jinson Johnson (Ind)
1:50.07. 

10,000m: 1. G. Lakshmanan
(Ind) 29:58.87s; 2. Gopi
Thonakal (Ind) 29:58.89; 3.
Adilet Kyshtakbekov (Kyr)
30:06.65. 

4x400m relay: 1. India (Kunju
Muhammed, Amoj Jacob,
Muhammed Anas, Arokia Rajiv)
3:02.92s; 2. Sri Lanka
(3:04.80); 3. Thailand
(3:06.48). 

Long jump: 1. Huang Chang-

zhou (Chn) 8.09m; 2. Chang
Ming Tai (HK) 8.03; 3.
Shoutarou Shiroyama (Jpn)
7.97. 

Javelin: 1. Neeraj Chopra (Ind)
85.23m, MR, OR 83.27; 2. Bader
Magour Ahmed (Qat) 83.70
BMR; 3. Davinder Singh Kang
(Ind) 83.29. 

Women: 200m: 1. Viktoriya Zy-
abkina (Kaz) 23.10s; 2.
Rumeshika Kumari Rathnayake
(Sri) 23.43; 3. Olga Safronova
(Kaz) 23.47. 

800m: 1. Nimali Warlisarsha
(Sri) 2:05.23; 2. Gayanthika
Thushari (Sri) 2:05.27; 3. Fu-
mika Omori (Jpn) 2:06.50;
Archana Adhav (Ind) DQ for ob-
struction. 

10,000m: 1. Daria Maslova
(Kyr) 32:21.21s; 2. Yuka Hori
(Jpn); 3. Mizuki Matsuda (Jpn). 

4x400m relay: 1. India (De-
bashree Mazumdar, M.R.
Poovamma, Jisna Mathew,
Nirmala Sheoran) 3:31.34s; 2.
Vietnam (3:33.22); 3. Japan
(3:37.74). 

Pole vault: 1. Chen Qiaoling
(Chn) 4.40m; 2. Li Ling (Chn)
4.20; 3. Chayanisa (Tha) 4.10. 

Discus throw: 1. Chen Yang
(Chn) 60.41m; 2. Subenrat In-
saeng (Tha) 56.82; 3. Lu Xiaoxin
(Chn) 55.27. 

Heptathlon: 1. Swapna Barman
(Ind) 5,942 points; 2. Meg
Hemphill (Jpn) 5,883; 3. Purn-
ima Hembram (Ind) 5,798.

THE RESULTS England and Manchester
United’s record goal-scorer
Wayne Rooney completed a
move back to his first club
Everton on Sunday.

The 31-year-old signed a
two-year contract for an un-
disclosed fee bringing the
curtain down on 13 trophy-
laden years at Old Trafford. 

Rooney will hope the
move also revives his inter-
national career which also
stalled last season. 

“It is some time since I
said that the only Premier
League club I would play for
other than United was Ever-
ton, so I am delighted that
the move has happened,”
Rooney said in a statement.

Rooney back 
where he started
Signs a two-year contract with Everton
Agence France Presse

LONDON

Rooney. * COURTESY TWITTER
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True Blood actor
Nelsan Ellis dies at 39
WASHINGTON

Nelsan Ellis, an actor best

known for his role in the

vampire series True Blood,

has died. He was 39. The

actor died following

complications from heart

failure, his manager told

CNN. His portrayal of

Lafayette, a gay cook, helped

him spring onto the acting

scene after his character

became a fan favourite. AFP

IN BRIEF

‘Disorderly’ LaBeouf
arrested in Georgia
WASHINGTON

U.S. film star Shia LaBeouf

was arrested in Georgia early

on Saturday after he became

“aggressive” towards a police

officer and was behaving in

“disorderly” fashion,

authorities said. Police said

Mr. LaBeouf was arrested

after he approached a

bystander and a police officer,

asking for a cigarette. AFP

Spider species named
after Potter character
DUBAI

Potterheads, take note! A

wolf spider crab species has

been named after Aragog — a

giant, talking arachnid from J.

K. Rowling’s popular fantasy

Harry Potter series.

Researchers named the

newfound spider ‘Lycosa

aragogi’, which has a one-

inch-long body. PTI

Dr. Spencer Johnson, whose
book Who Moved My Cheese?
sold 25 million copies and
became a business and self-
help phenomenon, has died.
He was 78.

Johnson’s executive assist-
ant Nancy Casey said on Sat-
urday he died on Monday of
complications from pancre-
atic cancer in the San Diego-
area city of Encinitas. 

Who Moved My Cheese?
was a slim, 94-page fable on
the need to embrace change
that was derived from a story
Johnson had told at parties
and used in speeches. 

Published in 1998, it fea-
tured two mice Sniff and
Scurry and two tiny humans
Hem and Haw and was set in
a maze. The title is a quote
from one of the humans,
who can’t accept that he
needs to seek out food in
new places, instead return-
ing to the same place for it

repeatedly. Eventually, Haw
learns to leave his place of
comfort in search of cheese. 

Cultural constant 
“Before long, he knew why
he felt good,” Johnson wrote.
“He stopped to write again
on the wall — ‘When you
stop being afraid, you feel
good!’”

The book became a cul-

tural constant in the late
1990s. It appeared in the
front windows of airport
bookstores, was quoted in
graduation addresses and
motivational seminars, and
was the go-to gift for Father’s
Day. Parody versions soon
began popping up. 

“Spencer built a fable that
helps people deal with
change in a really accessible

way,” Ivan Held, President of
G.P. Putnam Sons at Penguin
Group U.S.A, Johnson’s pub-
lisher, said in a prepared
statement. 

First hit book
Johnson was a medical doc-
tor-turned children’s author
when he wrote his first hit
book The One Minute Man-
ager in 1982, with co-author
Ken Blanchard.

The book teaches three
techniques for being an ef-
fective boss, offering “one-
minute goals,” “one-minute
praisings” and “one-minute
reprimands.” 

It was self-published at
first but sold wildly at con-
ventions, where the authors
gave presentations. Then a
major publisher picked it up
and it went on to sell 15 mil-
lion copies. 

Mr. Blanchard made a ca-
reer of the book in ensuing
decades, updating the ori-
ginal and penning spinoffs.

Dr. Spencer Johnson, author
of self-help bestseller, dies 
Who Moved My Cheese? sold 25 mn copies and became a business phenomenon

Words of wisdom: Johnson’s executive assistant said he died
of complications from pancreatic cancer. * AP

Associated Press

ENCINITAS The famous blue-bordered
sari of Mother Teresa, who
has been canonised as Saint
Teresa of Calcutta by the
Vatican, has been recog-
nised as an Intellectual
Property of the Missionar-
ies of Charity.

“The Trade Marks Re-
gistry, Government of In-
dia, has granted the regis-
tration of the trademark for
that pattern of blue border
of sari,” Intellectual Prop-
erty attorney Biswajit
Sarkar said.

The diminutive nun of Al-
banian descent went
around the streets of Kolk-
ata since 1948 to be with the
poor and the destitutes,
wearing a white sari with
three blue borders, the
outer border being wider
than the two inner ones.

“The blue-designed bor-
der on the sari worn by
nuns of the Missionaries of

Charity was recognised as
Intellectual Property for the
organisation on September
four, 2016, the day the
Mother was canonised,” Mr.
Sarkar said.

‘Unfair usage of design’
“The Missionaries of Char-
ity does not believe in pub-
licity, and, as such, it was
not publicised, but since we
are witnessing unscrupu-
lous and unfair usage of the

design across the globe, we
are now trying to spread
awareness among people
about the trademark,” Mr.
Sarkar said. “The blue-bor-
der pattern is a symbolic
identity of the Missionaries
of Charity under the
concept of colour trade
mark protection.”

Applications were filed
before the Trade Marks Re-
gistry on December 12, 2013
and after “a stringent test of
legal proceedings” for
nearly three years, the re-
gistrations were granted.

In order to mark the
sainthood of Mother
Teresa, the Government of
India granted the trade-
mark registration on the
same day on September
four, 2016, despite it being a
Sunday, Mr. Sarkar said.

It is the first time ever
that a uniform has been
protected under the Intel-
lectual Property rights, the
attorney said.

Saint Teresa’s blue-bordered

sari is Intellectual Property
Trademark registration goes to Missionaries of Charity

Press Trust of India

Kolkata

Mother Teresa

Curcumin, the basic ingredi-
ent of turmeric, when ad-
ministered in a nanoparticle
formulation has several fa-
vourable properties in the
treatment of tuberculosis in
mice, researchers have
found.

Prof. Gobardhan Das from
the Special Centre for Mo-
lecular Medicine, Jawaharlal
Nehru University ( JNU) Delhi
and his team found nano-
particle curcumin to be five
times more bioavailable
(which is the proportion of
drug that enters circulation
after introduction into the

body) in mice, than regular
curcumin, and was able to
drastically reduce liver tox-
icity induced by TB drug
isoniazid.

More importantly, treat-
ment of TB with isoniazid
along with 200 nanometre
curcumin nanoparticles led
to “dramatically reduced”
risk of disease reactivation
and reinfection. 

Treatment with anti-tuber-
culosis drugs takes about six-
nine months in the case of
drug-sensitive TB and 12-24
months for drug-resistant
TB. Besides improper use,
the long duration to com-
plete treatment substantially

increases the risk of TB bac-
teria developing resistance. 

Host-directed therapy
Because of the increased
bioavailability of curcumin,
the duration of treatment to
achieve complete eradica-
tion of the bacteria is re-
duced significantly. 

“The treatment time re-
quired for complete eradica-
tion of bacteria was reduced
by 50% in the case of mice,”
says Prof. Das.

The results were pub-
lished in the journal Fronti-
ers in Immunology.

Quite often, patients stop
taking anti-TB drugs for a few

days due to liver toxicity.
Since the addition of
curcumin reduces liver tox-
icity, there can be better

death, of T cells that come
up with an immune re-
sponse. As a result, the pro-
tective, long-lasting memory
cells called the central
memory T cells get en-
hanced. 

‘Faster clearance’
“This leads to faster clear-
ance of the TB bacteria, res-
ulting in stronger host im-
munity against the bacteria
and therefore less chances of
relapse of the disease after
treatment,” said Dr. Dhiraj
Kumar Singh from the Spe-
cial Centre for Molecular
Medicine, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and one of the

lead authors of the study.
Mice, which were treated

only with isoniazid, dis-
played increased susceptibil-
ity to re-infection since the
drug dampens the immune
system. Mice treated with
curcumin nanoparticles and
isoniazid were able to clear
the bacteria at an accelerated
rate in both the lungs and
spleen. 

“Curcumin nanoparticles
are stable and can be admin-
istered both orally as well as
intraperitoneally and, there-
fore, have greater potential
for therapeutic use under dif-
ferent conditions,” they
write.

treatment adherence and
lesser risk of drug resistance
emerging. 

Like diabetes drug met-
formin and non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs that
limit inflammation,
curcumin is a host-directed
therapy, where the body’s
immune system is manipu-
lated, rather than targeting
the cause of the disease dir-
ectly. Besides reducing in-
flammation, curcumin nano-
particles were found to
enhance the immune sys-
tem. 

Curcumin blocks the Kv1.3
potassium channel and pre-
vents apoptosis, or cell

Curcumin nanoparticles found to shorten TB treatment time
Basic ingredient of turmeric, in the form studied, is understood to be ive times more ‘bioavailable’ in mice than in the regular one

R. Prasad

CHENNAI

Curcumin nanoparticles can
be administered both orally as
well as intraperitoneally.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Just like home: Volunteers inside a simulated space cabin where they temporarily live as a part of the Lunar Palace 365 project at
Beihang University in Beijing. It is China's irst bioregenerative life-support base, which simulates a moon-like environment. * REUTERS
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Over the moon

Concrete surfaces can help
tackle air pollution as it ab-
sorbs sulphur dioxide — a
major pollutant, scientists,
including one of Indian ori-
gin, have found.

The strategy of using pol-
lution-causing material and
turning it into an environ-
mental solution could lead
to new thinking in urban
design and waste manage-
ment, researchers said.

This could be a significant
step toward the practice of
using waste concrete to min-
imise air pollution, they
said.

“Even though producing
concrete causes air pollu-
tion, concrete buildings in
urban areas can serve as a
kind of sponge adsorbing
sulphur dioxide to a high
level,” said Alex Orlov, asso-
ciate professor at Stony
Brook University in the U.S.

“Our findings open up
the possibility that waste
concrete coming from build-
ing demolitions can be used
to adsorb these pollutants,”
Mr. Orlov said.

7 mn premature deaths
According to the World
Health Organisation, as
many as seven million pre-
mature deaths of people
worldwide may be linked to
poor air quality and
pollution.

Sulphur dioxide emis-
sions are among the most
common pollutants into the
air globally, with power
plants emitting the most sul-
phur dioxide.

Cement kilns also pro-
duce about 20% of all sul-
phur dioxide industrial
emissions.

Concrete remains the
most widely used material
in the world and is
inexpensive.

Concrete may help
curb air pollution
Such surfaces absorb sulphur dioxide

Press Trust of India

New York

Scientists have found that a
copper axe carried by Otzi
the Iceman — the 5,300-
year-old well-preserved
mummy discovered in the
Austrian Alps — came from
southern Tuscany in Italy.

The discovery provides
new perspective on long-dis-
tance relocation of goods
and relationships between
the early Copper Age cul-
tures. The mummified body
of Otzi was discovered in
September 1991 in the Otztal
mountains. He had died
5,300 years ago on what is
now the border between
Italy and Austria — kilo-
metres away from Tuscany.

He perished after being
shot in the back with an ar-
row by an unknown assail-
ant, in one of the world’s
oldest murder mysteries,
The Telegraph reported.

The copper axe was re-

covered 25 years ago along-
side other items belonging
to the Iceman and revealed
fascinating insights into me-
tallurgy during the Copper
Age. It is known that copper
was mined in the Alps so it
is a mystery why the Ice-
man’s blade should have
come from so far away.

Radiocarbon dating of
the axe’s wooden shaft
shows that it dates from the
early Copper Age, meaning
that it was crafted in the 4th

millennium BC.

Otzi the Iceman’s axe
came from Italy: study

Mummiied body was found in 1991

Press Trust of India

London

The mummiied body of
Otzi the iceman. * AFP

The U.N. cultural organisa-
tion added an ancient
temple site in Cambodia to
its world heritage list, the
government said on Sunday,
bringing the number of her-
itage sites in the southeast
Asian country to three.

Sambor Prei Kuk, or
“temple in the richness of
the forest” in the Khmer lan-
guage, located 206 km north
of the capital Phnom Penh,
is home to numerous
temples, ten of which are
octagonal.

“Some of these elements,
including lintels, pediments
and colonnades, are true
masterpieces,” UNESCO said
on its website.

UNESCO said the area had
been identified as
Ishanapura, the capital of
the ancient Chenla Empire, a
Khmer civilisation that flour-

ished in the late 6th and 7th

centuries and preceded the
Khmer Empire.

Its remains cover an area
of 25 sq. km. The site has be-
come increasingly popular
with foreign tourists.

“The decision of the UN-
ESCO’s World Heritage Com-

mittee is another massive
pride for the nation,” the
Ministry of Culture of Fine
Arts said in a statement on
Sunday.

Tourist arrivals in Cam-
bodia rose 5% to five million
last year. About 5.5 million
tourists are expected to visit

the country this year.
Two other sites in Cam-

bodia already have heritage
status, including the popular
Angkor Wat in Siem Reap
province where parts of the
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider film
were shot.

Tibetan criticism
Angkor Wat and Preah Vi-
hear, an 11th century temple
on the border between Thai-
land and Cambodia, were lis-
ted as World Heritage Sites
in 2004 and 2008,
respectively.

Sambor Prei Kuk was ad-
ded to the list on Saturday
along with other sites in
China and India.

Tibetan rights groups cri-
ticised UNESCO’s decision to
extend world heritage status
to an extensive plateau area
in a heavily Tibetan area,
saying it reinforces Chinese
control of the region.

UNESCO adds ancient temple site in the Asian country to its world heritage list 

Reuters

PHNOM PENH

Universal value: Sambor Prei Kuk temple in Kampong Thom
province, Cambodia. * REUTERS

Another feather in Cambodia’s cap

Scientists have developed a
new virtual reality app that
enables users to see Scot-
land’s capital city Edin-
burgh as it may have been
in the 16th century.

The smartphone app,
developed by researchers
from the University of St.
Andrews in the U.K., lets
visitors explore the city,
Edinburgh castle and its
surrounding landscape.

‘Virtual Time Binocu-
lars: Edinburgh 1544’
provides a unique window
into the capital around the
time of the birth of Mary,
Queen of Scots.

Visitors will experience
the digital reconstruction
through a virtual reality
app that hosts a range of
virtual reality headset us-
age, as well as a web
resource.

A VR stroll via
16th century
Edinburgh

Press Trust of India

London

Scientists have identified
what causes ‘brain freeze’ —
a quick and intense head-
ache felt when we consume
ice creams or other such
chilly treats too quickly.

“A brain freeze is what
happens when cold food
touches a bundle of nerves
in the back of the palate,”
said Stephanie Vertrees, as-
sistant professor at Texas
A&M University in the U.S.

“The sphenopalatine gan-
glion (SPG) is a group of
nerves that are sensitive to
cold food, and when they’re
stimulated, they relay in-
formation that stimulates a
part of the brain to have a
headache,” said Ms.
Vertrees.

The SPG is a very import-

ant bundle of nerves, and al-
though it is the source of
brain freeze, this group of
nerves is also the cause of
other types of headaches,
researchers said.

“This is the same ganglion
that is responsible for mi-

graine headaches and
cluster headaches,” Ms. Ver-
trees said.

“There has been a lot of
research done on this
bundle of nerves, but mostly
for trying to prevent these
more serious and longer—
lasting headaches,” she said.
“We now have two different
kinds of devices for the SPG.

One device blocks the
nerve with a numbing agent,
and the other that stimulates
it electronically with the goal
of eliminating or preventing
migraine or cluster head-
aches from occurring,” she
added. Obviously, that ap-
proach is a bit extreme for
treating a brain freeze, but
these links between the dif-
ferent types of headaches
can help people who suffer
from migraines.

Why ice creams give you
‘brain freeze’ decoded
It is felt when cold food touches a speciic bundle of nerves

Press Trust of India

Houston

The group of nerves is also
the cause of other types of
headaches, say scientists.


