
Last week, during an
enrolment camp by the
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI),
the biometric data of three
boys were rejected by the
system due to duplication:
the three were already
registered.

The boys, all younger
than 14, had been brought to
a State home for children,
where rescued runaway
children are rehabilitated,
between February and May
this year, after being found
wandering in the city

One of the boys has a
mental disability, and the
other two are believed to
have developmental
disabilities. 

Adding to the difficulty
one of them could not
remember his name and had
been named by the staff at

the home.
With the help of the

Aadhaar head office in New
Delhi, a senior UIDAI official
told The Hindu, the
biometric information

yielded the boy’s original
name and the place where
he was registered.

They got similar details
for the other two boys,
which revealed they were

from Indore, Jharkhand and
Chittoor.

With the help of NGOs in
those cities, officials got in
touch with the families of
the boys. 

Now, the boys need to be
reunited with their families,
and that part of the exercise
in is in progress. “We have
roped in NGOs to bring the
parents of the boys to
Bengaluru to reunite with
them” the official said. He
did not reveal any further
information about the boys
to protect their identities. 

“We want the children to
identify their parents as part
of the standard operating
procedure,” Divya
Narayanappa District Child
Protection Officer, said. “We
would be happy to reunite
the children with their
families, but we have some
formalities to be completed
and are waiting for this.”
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Aadhaar helps trace kin of runaways
UIDAI drive inds their biometric information already registered elsewhere

Imran Gowhar

Bengaluru
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India is investigating
whether last week’s outage
of Airtel network in Delhi,
alleged data breach of users
of Reliance Jio Infocomm on
Sunday and the technical
glitch at the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on Monday
were part of a “possible cy-
berattack.” 

“The government’s senior
cybersecurity officials are
looking into both the Airtel
and Jio incidents to see if
they were possible attacks,”
a senior government official
told The Hindu, adding they
expected to know more
about the cases in the next
few days. Another official
said the attacks could have
emanated from a neighbour-
ing country.

2016 data breach
In 2016, security codes of
around 32 lakh debit cards
were breached and several
users reported unauthorised
transactions from locations
in China. Events like this
have prompted the govern-
ment to have a customised
cybersecurity policy for
each ministry and depart-
ment. 

“The Home Ministry is
preparing an internal cyber-
security policy as it is re-
quired under the national

plan,” said Ashok Prasad,
Ministry spokesperson. 

In a statement on
Sunday’s data breach, pos-
ted by a website, RJio said
the “data of subscribers was
safe and maintained with
highest security.” It also said
it had come across “the un-
verified and unsubstantiated
claims of the website and are
investigating it,” adding that
the law enforcement agen-
cies have been informed.

On July 7, Airtel’s Radio
Access Network went down
for more than an hour in
and around Delhi. Airtel said
there was a network outage
in Delhi/NCR and “one of
the network nodes had been
corrupted.”

A senior Home Ministry
official said about two years

ago various telecom giants
had been sensitised about
the vulnerability of equip-
ment and products impor-
ted from China. Both Airtel
and Jio use Chinese equip-
ment, an official said.

“We have been warning
the telecom companies for
long regarding the use of
Chinese products. Earlier
personalisation of SIM cards
was being done by Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) for a fee, but later on
the contract was given to
Chinese companies. Essen-
tially all telephone data is
with the Chinese and we had
warned against this depend-
ence,” a senior ministry offi-
cial told The Hindu. 

Cyberattack link to glitches
in RJio, NSE under probe
Home Ministry oicials lag rampant use of Chinese gear 

Vijaita Singh

Suhasini Haidar

New Delhi

TECHNICAL GLITCH HALTS NSE
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The State Human Rights
Commission on Monday
directed the J&K govern-
ment to pay ₹10 lakh as
compensation to the civil-
ian allegedly used as a hu-
man shield by the Army in
Kashmir earlier this year.

“The SHRC directs the
government to pay the
compensation amount
within six weeks. The Chief
Secretary is also directed
to file a compliance re-
port,” said SHRC chairman
Justice Bilal Nazki. 

The Centre, however,
has opposed any compens-
ation to Farooq Ahmad
Dar, saying there should be
no sympathy with stone-
pelters. Dar, a resident of
Budgam, was allegedly tied
to the front of a military
vehicle 

Relief for
human
shield victim 
SPecial correspondent

Srinagar

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10

Setting off alarm bells for se-
curity agencies here, the
Jammu and Kashmir police
on Monday said a Hindu
Lashkar-i-Taiba militant was
among two held in south
Kashmir.

A resident of Uttar Pra-
desh’s Muzaffarnagar dis-
trict, the police identified
the Lashkar militant as
Sandeep Kumar Sharma
alias Adil. 

He had come to the Valley
“for carrying out criminal
activities” this year and was
arrested in a robbery case in
March. “Sharma and his

local associates stayed at
Wanpoh (south Kashmir)
and soon got involved in dif-
ferent kinds of robberies in-
cluding ATM looting. They
worked in conjunction with

Lashkar,” said IGP Kashmir,
Muneer Khan. The police
said Sharma joined Lashkar
commander Bashir Lashkeri
and worked “as his key
aide.” 

“Sharma was present in a
house at Brinty, Dialgam,
where the encounter took
place on July 1, leading to
the elimination of wanted
LeT commander Lashkeri
and Abu Maaz of Pakistan,”
he said. A Lashkar spokes-
man denied “Sharma works
for his group.”

(With inputs from
Mohammad Ali in Meerut)

LeT man from U.P. held in Kashmir
Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Sandeep Kumar Sharma
being paraded at a press
conference in Srinagar on
Monday. * NISSAR AHMAD

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10

Tamil Nadu has reported its
first case of Zika virus in a
27-year-old man from a vil-
lage in Krishnagiri district.
The case was diagnosed on
July 1 and the man, who was
treated as an outpatient, is
reported to have recovered
completely. In May this year,
the WHO confirmed the first
cases of Zika in the country
— three cases had been de-
tected in Ahmedabad, Gu-
jarat in January. 

The patient, from N. Put-
tur, Natrampalayam Pan-
chayat, Denkanikottai
Taluk, had fever, redness of
the eyes, headache, photo-
phobia and weakness
among other symptoms,
and had gone to the
Anchetty primary health
centre on June 28, where he
was treated with

paracetamol. When he
came in again the following
day, blood, urine and throat
samples were collected and
sent to the Manipal Centre
for Virus Research. When all
routine tests including
dengue, chikungunya,
leptospirosis, malaria, scrub
typhus and influenza came
out negative, the centre did
an RT-PCR test for Zika and
found it to be positive. Sub-
sequent tests at the National
Institute of Virology, Pune,
too found the urine sample
positive for Zika.

Control measures were
taken to prevent the spread
of the virus and expanded
to the whole block, Health
Secretary J. Radhakrishnan
told the media at a presser
he jointly addressed with
Health Minister C. Vijaya
Baskar.

T.N. reports irst 
case of Zika virus
Krishnagiri man recovers completely
Special Correspondent

Chennai
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Popular Malayalam actor
Dileep was arrested on
Monday in connection with
the abduction and molesta-
tion of a woman actor in Ko-
chi in February.

The actor was summoned
by a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the case
to the Aluva Police Club in
the morning. His arrest was
recorded around 4 p.m.
Sources said he had been
charged with criminal
conspiracy.

They said the conspiracy
was hatched at a city hotel
almost a year ago. Police
had initially suspected that
an alleged property deal in-
volving Dileep and the vic-
tim was the trigger for the
attack. The SIT now believes
it had more to do with per-

sonal animosity. Sunil Ku-
mar aka “Pulsar Suni,” who
attacked the actor in a mov-
ing car as she was returning
from a shooting location on
the night of February 17, was
arrested within six days.
However, the conspiracy be-
hind the incident had re-
mained hidden till recently.

The probe into the con-
spiracy angle began with the
recording of a fresh state-
ment of the victim by ADGP
B. Sandhya in June.

Actor Dileep arrested
in molestation case

Charged with criminal conspiracy

Hiran Unnikrishnan

Kochi

Dileep 

Seven Amarnath pilgrims,
including six women, were
killed and 32 injured when
terrorists opened fire at a
patrol vehicle on the Srin-
agar-Jammu Highway on
Monday night. 

“A mini-bus carrying the
Amarnath pilgrims got hit in
the militant fire,” said a po-
lice official. 

The patrol vehicle came
under fire at Anantnag’s
Batengo area around 8.30
p.m. The attack took place
after quick response teams
of the Army had withdrawn
from the highway around
sunset, making the vehicle
vulnerable. 

Hospital sources said six
pilgrims were killed in the
attack and later one died of
injuries in hospital. Three of
those injured were in a crit-
ical state. 

Victims from Gujarat
The deceased pilgrims be-
longed to Gujarat and were
returning after visiting the
cave shrine, a PTI report
said, quoting top govern-
ment sources. 

The mini-bus was pro-
ceeding to Jammu from Srin-
agar. 

An official said it was not
registered with the Shri Am-

arnath Shrine Board and
was travelling against the ad-
visory not to ply after sun-
set. The police had asked all
vehicles carrying pilgrims to
cross the Jawahar Tunnel in
daylight and avoid travelling
in the Valley after sundown. 

Meanwhile, political
parties have condemned the
attack. Chief Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti said it was an
attack on Kashmir’s culture
and value system. 

“No stone will be left un-
turned to bring the perpet-
rators to justice,” she said.

“These terrorists are the
enemies of Kashmir & Kash-
miriyat. Every right-thinking
Kashmiri must today con-

demn the killing of the Am-
arnath yatris and say, un-
equivocally — this is
#NotInMyName,” wrote
former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Twitter.

The Centre said it had not
taken any decision on call-
ing off the yatra. CRPF DG
R.R Bhatnagar told The
Hindu that any decision to
“call off or continue” the
yatra would be taken by the
State government. 

The CRPF is one of the
main security forces de-
ployed along the 40-day an-
nual yatra route.

(With inputs from Vijaita
Singh and PTI )

7 Amarnath pilgrims
killed in terror attack
They were returning after visiting the cave shrine

Pilgrimage interrupted: Security men on guard after
militants opened ire in Anantnag on Monday. * PTI

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar
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The Rashtriya Janata Dal
made it clear on Monday
that Deputy Chief Minister
Tejaswi Yadav, younger son
of party chief Lalu Prasad,
would not resign. 

The decision came at
the end of a crucial legis-
lature party meeting in
Patna at Mr. Yadav’s 10, Cir-
cular Road residence. RJD
leaders accused the BJP of
trying to break the grand
alliance in Bihar “using the
CBI and other investigating
agencies.”

Pressure had been
mounting on Mr. Yadav to
resign ever since the CBI
filed an FIR against him
and raided 10, Circular
Road, where he lives with
his parents. 

“RJD legislators and
leaders praised Mr. Tejaswi
Yadav’s work… he is the
leader of the RJD legis-
lature party and there is no
reason for him to resign,”
State Finance Minister Ab-
dul Bari Siddiqui told
journalists after the meet-
ing. “The present political
scenario in the country is
one of hatred and terror,
and whoever dares to
speak against Prime Minis-
ter Modi is being targeted
and hounded like this,” he
said.

Tejaswi will
not resign,
airms RJD
Amarnath Tewary

Patna
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Flood situation critical 
in Assam 
GUWAHATI

The lood situation in Assam

turned critical on Monday

with 12.55 lakh people across

20 districts afected. The

worst-afected district is

Lakhimpur, where over 2.92

lakh people have been hit by

the deluge, followed by

south Salmara, with more

than 2.5 lakh afected.

NATION � PAGE 7
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Eight drown while
clicking selies on boat 
NAGPUR

Eight persons who were

enjoying a boat ride in the

Vena reservoir near Nagpur

on Sunday, drowned when

they tried to take a selie.

One of the victims, Pankaj

Doifode, 25, was live on

Facebook along with his

seven friends

WEST � PAGE 4
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Hours after the Congress
denied its vice-president
Rahul Gandhi had met the
Chinese envoy to India,
even describing it as fake
news, it admitted that such
a meeting had indeed
taken place. 

But not before it had
persuaded the Chinese em-
bassy to delete from its
website the news item that
said the two men had dis-
cussed “current Sino-India
relations”.

The initial opacity sur-
rounding the meeting,
coming as it did against the
backdrop of an India-China
stand-off on the border,
even provided some TV
channels the opportunity
to cast doubts on Mr.
Gandhi’s motives in meet-
ing the Chinese envoy.

A day of

contradictions

for the Cong

Special correspondent 

New Delhi

DETAILS ON � PAGE 10



DELHI Timings

Tuesday, July 11

RISE 05:32 SET 19:22

RISE 20:55 SET 07:16

Wednesday, July 12

RISE 05:32 SET 19:22

RISE 21:35 SET 08:11

Thursday, July 13

RISE 05:33 SET 19:22

RISE 22:13 SET 09:06
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or ad-
vertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Pressing for early comple-
tion of the controversial Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal,
supporters of the Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal (INLD) on
Monday staged a protest and
blocked highways at a few
places along the Haryana-
Punjab border, disrupting
the movement of vehicular
traffic. 

INLD supporters and act-
ivists blocked traffic on Am-
bala-Delhi highway and near
the Shambhu barrier on Am-
ritsar highway. Roads were
also blocked in Dabwali in
Sirsa district as protesters
tried to stop vehicles from
Punjab from entering
Haryana.

“The SYL is a lifeline for
the people of Haryana and
we want our share of the wa-
ter...The Supreme Court has
given its decision in favour
of Haryana on the SYL...the
Central government should
act swiftly to get the decision
implemented,” INLD leader

Abhay Singh Chautala said
while addressing a gathering
at Sirsa. 

Meanwhile, former Hary-
ana Chief Minister and Con-
gress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda alleged that the

protest was a ‘fixed match’'
between the ruling Bhar-
atiya Janta Party and the
INLD. 

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar had
said in Hisar on Sunday:

“Since both the INLD and
the Congress have no issues
to rake up, these parties are
just trying to salvage their
eroded political existence in
the name of farmers and the
SYL canal.” 

INLD supporters block
highways over SYL canal 
A ‘ixed match’' between BJP and INLD, says former CM Bhupinder Hooda 

Protest: Indian National Lok Dal workers at the Haryana-Punjab border that was sealed over
the SYL issue, in Ambala on Monday. * PTI 

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH A village cooperative society
in Sriganganagar district of
Rajasthan has set up the
first-ever solar power plant
to serve its own needs and
supply surplus electricity to
the power grid. The initiat-
ive has been hailed as a ma-
jor step for promoting re-
newable energy and a
significant contribution to
environment protection.

The 20 kV on-grid rooftop
solar energy system has
been installed in a 2,000 sq.
foot area at the cooperative
society's office in Bandha
Colony village, situated 11
km away from the Anupgarh
town. The plant is set to
start power production
within a week after comple-
tion of formalities.

Cooperative society's
manager Jasvinder Singh
Brar told The Hindu on
Monday that the society
members decided to install
the plant in view of heavy
electricity bills paid for op-
erating the facilities created

for the villagers. These facil-
ities include a supermarket,
gymnasium, reverse os-
mosis (RO)-based water pur-
ifier plant and a training
centre for women.

Mr. Brar said an expendit-
ure of ₹12.65 lakh was in-
curred on the solar power
project, while the cooperat-
ive society received 30%
subsidy, amounting to ₹3.79
lakh, from the Renewable
Energy Department. “En-
thusiastic youths from the

village accompanied us in
the purchase of photovoltaic
cells and other equipment
from Jaipur,” he said.

The plant is likely to pro-
duce 33,000 units of electri-
city annually, of which
23,000 units will be utilised
for the cooperative society's
own needs through uninter-
rupted power supply. About
10,000 surplus units will be
supplied to the power grid,
bringing additional revenue
to the cooperative society.

It is likely to produce 33,000 units of electricity annually

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

A irst: Solar power plant installed at Bandha Colony in
Sriganganagar district. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Village cooperative sets up
irst-ever solar power plant 
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Amartya raises concern
over communal lare-up 
KOLKATA

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen

on Monday expressed

concern over the communal

riot in Basirhat and said it has

to be seen why it has

happened in West Bengal

which has a tradition of

communal harmony.

“Communal flare-up is a

matter of concern. It has to

be found out whether it has

happened due to provocation

by some,” he said here. PTI

IN BRIEF

Calm prevails in 
riot-hit Baduria 
KOLKATA

Peace prevailed in riot-hit

Baduria town and adjacent

areas of North 24 Parganas

district for the second day on

Monday even though Internet

services remained suspended.

A week after communal

violence erupted over a

Facebook post, shops,

markets and business centres

reopened on Monday and

people came out on the

streets to resume normal life.

There have been no reports of

any untoward incident from

anywhere in the district, the

police said. PTI 

Contraband wildlife
products seized, 3 held
BHUBANESWAR

The Wildlife Crime Cell of

Odisha Police Crime Branch

on Monday seized contraband

wildlife products in Bargarh

town and arrested three

persons. In a joint operation

carried out together with the

Wildlife Crime Control

Bureau, New Delhi, the crime

branch seized ivory, pangolin

scales and bear nails from the

three accused. The seized

products are covered in

Schedule 1 of the Wildlife

Protection Act, 1972. PTI 

With the situation in strife-
torn Darjeeling remaining
tense after fresh clashes
erupted over the weekend,
an additional Army column
was deployed in the hills at
Kalimpong on Monday.

Taking into account the
fresh deployment, there are
three columns of the Army
aiding the district adminis-
tration in maintaining law
and order in the Darjeeling
hills. The two others have
been deployed at Sonada
and Darjeeling.

Fresh deployment of the
Army came about on Sat-
urday after violence erupted
at Sonada over the death of
Tashi Bhutia on Friday night
allegedly in firing by security
forces. In the violence on Sat-
urday, two pro-Gorkhaland

supporters, Suraj Bhusal and
Samir Gurung, died. 

While there have been no
reports of violence since
Sunday, there were proces-
sions and rallies in the hills

as the indefinite strike
entered its 26th day. Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha ( GJM) pres-
ident Bimal Gurung has de-
manded a probe by the Cent-
ral Bureau of Investigation

into the violence and deaths.
West Bengal Chief Minis-

ter Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said the Central was
yet to provide more paramil-
itary forces. Ms. Banerjee

said the Centre wants her
government to deploy the
two companies of central se-
curity forces which are pos-
ted in Jhragram in South
Bengal, once a hot bed of left
wing extremism .

Meanwhile, all eyes are on
the all-party meeting in the
hills scheduled for Tuesday
at Mirik. 

While it was decided that
the all-party meeting will be
held on July 18, the meeting
was advanced considering
the tense situation in the
hills.

The Gorkhaland Move-
ment Co-ordination Commit-
tee, comprising representat-
ives of all political parties,
has met four times on the is-
sue of creation of a separate
State. This will be the fifth
meeting within the span of a
month.

More Army men deployed in Darjeeling 
Indeinite strike enters its 26th day; Hill parties to meet at Mirik on Tuesday 

GJM supporters taking out a rally demanding a separate Gorkhaland State, in Sukna near
Siliguri on Sunday. * PTI

Special Correspondent 

Kolkata

The Akhil Bharatiya Adivasi
Vikas Parishad on Monday
threatened to resist the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha if
it wants to spread its agita-
tion for Gorkhaland from
Darjeeling hills to Terai or
Dooars region.

‘Put up resistance’ 
“GJM’s agitation has its ef-
fect in the plains and tribal
people living in GTA area
are facing the heat. We will
put up resistance if GJM
spreads their agitation to
Dooars and Terai,” ABAVP
State president Birsa Tirkey
said.

‘Women starving’
Terai and Dooars region
constitute the plains of Dar-

jeeling district, entire Jalpai-
guri and Alipurduar district
and upper region of Cooch
Behar district of West
Bengal. Tribal women living
in Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA) area
are starving because of the
indefinite strike by GJM, Tir-
key told a press conference
here.

Democratic way
GJM’s agitation is not going
in the democratic way, he
said adding that neither any
one dies nor any govern-
ment vehicle is burnt in a
democratic movement.

“We are not ready to ac-
cept Gorkhaland where
Dooars and Terai would be
a part of. If we are attacked,
we will resist,” the ABAVP
state president said. 

‘Terai, Dooars not to be

included in Gorkhaland’ 
Tribals say no to agitation in plains

Press trust of India 

Siliguri

The Odisha Bijuli Kar-
machari Sangh (OBKS), a
union of employees in the
power sector in the State,
started an indefinite dharna
in front of the Southco Util-
ity headquarters in Berham-
pur on Monday to protest
against the recent effort to
manage power distribution
in some electrical circles
through franchisees.

Led by State secretary of
CPI(M) Ali Kishor Patnaik,
who also happens to be pres-
ident of the union, agitators
also took out a rally before
starting the dharna demon-
stration. Agitators alleged
that use of franchisees hints
that the Odisha government
was again making backdoor
efforts to invite private com-

panies to manage power dis-
tribution in the State.

Tender process 
Recently Southco Utility,
which is managing power
distribution in 10 districts of
south Odisha, had decided
to handover maintenance of
power distribution in Aska
and Bhanjanagar circles to
private franchisees. Its
tender process has started
and it is expected to be final-
ised by end of July. OBKS has
threatened that it will con-
tinue to protest against it
through the peaceful indef-
inite dharna but will make
Southco Utility defunct if de-
cision to use franchisees was
not withdrawn.

As per OBKS, use of fran-
chisees will lead to misap-
propriation of public money

and exploitation of work
force. According to the
union, a private company
that had been entrusted
management of power distri-
bution in Rambha and Khal-
likote electrical sub-divisions
in Ganjam district is yet to
pay up large amount of dues
to Southco. Due to misman-
agement of this private com-
pany, several accidents had
occurred which led to injur-
ies and death of workers
working under the company,
they alleged.

3500 employees
At present, Southco Utility
has around 15,70,000 con-
sumers but 3500 employees.
Leaders of the union alleged
that out of total sanctioned
posts of chargemen, lines-
men, helpers, peon, clerks,

only 40 per cent posts have
been filled up. Most field
staffs are contractual em-
ployees having no job or life
security. They are also not
trained properly which in-
creases chances of acci-
dents. “Use of franchisees
will only increase exploita-
tion of workforce and con-
sumers,” said working pres-
ident of the union
Panchanan Jena.

According to Mr Patnaik,
the Odisha government has
already realised vagaries of
privatisation of power sec-
tor. “Private companies have
cheated the public of
Odisha. Reliance Infrastruc-
ture which was managing
three power distribution
companies Southco, Nesco
and Wesco is yet to pay up
its dues worth ₹2650 crore.” 

Odisha power workers on strike
Against eforts to manage power distribution in some circles through franchisees

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

A team of the Crime Branch
of the Odisha Police as well
as a team of the Maharashtra
Crime Branch reached the
Gopalpur police station in
Ganjam district on Monday
to start investigation into the
unearthing of illegal use of
SIM-Box by an aide of under-
world criminal Chhota Rajan
in Hongkong for extortion.

The five member team of
the Odisha Crime Branch
was led by Additional Super-
intendent of Police S.K.Rath.
This team included person-
nel of the Special Task Force
(STF), Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) and cyber
crime experts of the State
Crime Branch. The State

Crime Branch has taken over
investigation of the case.

The two-member team
from Maharashtra was from
the Anti-Extortion Cell of the
Thane Crime Branch.

SIM-Box racket
At the Gopalpur police sta-
tion, the investigating offi-
cials held discussions with
personnel of the local po-
lice, who had arrested four
persons including the mas-
termind of the illegal SIM-
Box racket.

On Monday, the Odisha
Crime Branch requested a
court of the Berhampur Sub-
Divisional Magistrate for
four days remand of the four
arrested persons. Hearing
on the plea is scheduled for

Tuesday. 
The arrested persons, in-

cluded the kingpin Laxmi
Narayan Sharaf and his three
associates Pradeep
Choudhury, Suresh Kumar
Satpathy and Santosh Kumar
Sahu.

The arrested persons
were operating an illegal
telephone exchange racket
through SIM-Boxes. 

The illegal racket was un-
veiled because of an interna-
tional call made by dreaded
gangster of Hong Kong,
Suresh Pujari, who is a close
associate of Chhota Rajan.

Through a phone call
from Hong Kong, Pujari had
demanded ₹2 crore ransom
from a businessman of
Mumbai. 

Probe begins in illegal telephone
exchange racket in Ganjam 
Was being used to make international calls for extortion

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

Ten sheep were killed by some an uniden-
tified wild animal at Kupati village under
Ghumusar (north) forest division in Gan-
jam district late on Sunday night.

Second night in a row 
For the second night in a row, sheep were
killed by an unidentified wild animal in
villages of this forest division. Death of a
dozen lambs had been reported from
Badapathar village of the same area on
Sunday morning. Four of them had died
of shock while the other sheep had been
attacked and killed by the unidentified
wild animal.

Necks punctured
Kupati is 15 kilometres away from
Badapathar. Speaking to The Hindu, Divi-
sional Forest Officer (DFO) of Ghumusar
(north), P. Rama Samy, said initial evid-
ences hint that the wild animal involved in
killing of sheep at Badapathar and Kupati
must be different as their attack style was
different. “At Badapathar, the wild predat-
ors had punctured necks of the sheep to
kill them. But at Kupati, the predator had
opened up the abdomen of the sheep by
sharp claws and teeth,” said the DFO.

Night patrolling 
To identify and track down the unidenti-
fied wild animals that are attacking sheep,
Ghumusar (north) forest division has de-
cided to intensify night patrolling near all
villages located near the forest areas.
Apart from it, camera traps are to be set at
strategic locations. Also, forest officials
have started holding meetings with inhab-
itants of villages adjacent to forests to
make them aware about basic measures
like proper fencing to protect their sheep
flock from attack by wild animals.

Ten sheep killed
by unidentiied
wild animal in 
Odisha village
Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

The Meghalaya State Women’s
Commission on Monday
summoned the secretary of
Delhi Golf Club, following a peti-
tion by Tailin Lyngdoh, who was
ousted from the posh club be-
cause of her traditional attire
last month.

“We have summoned the sec-
retary of the club to depose be-
fore the Commission on July 14,”
State Women’s Commission
chairperson Theilin Phanbuh

told reporters here.
She said that the Commission

acted on a complaint made by
Lyngdoh, a governess, who ac-
cused the club and its members
of allowing racial profiling of
people in its premises which
tantamount to racial discrimina-
tion of tribal people, a punish-
able offence.

‘Maid’s uniform’
On June 25, staffers of Delhi Golf
Club had asked Lyngdoh, an in-
vited guest, to leave a dining

room because her traditional
Khasi attire ‘jainsem’ looked like
a ‘maid’s uniform’.

Lyngdoh along with her em-
ployer Dr. Nivedita Borthakur
Sondhi deposed before the
Commission on Monday.

Phanbuh said, “Lyngdoh was
humiliated by the club. We will
support her in her struggle
against such racial profiling as it
is against the Constitution of our
country.” 

“We want strong actions be
taken to ensure that such incid-

ent do not take place in future,”
she said. Stating that since the
PMO has also taken note of the
incident apart from the National
Commission for Women, Phan-
buh said the National Commis-
sion for Schedule Tribes and the
National Commission for Hu-
man Rights has also been
petitioned.

Dr. Borthakur said Tailin was
part of the nine other guests at
the Golf Club but she was
singled out because of the jain-
sem she was wearing. 

Meghalaya women panel summons club oicial
A governess was ousted from the Delhi Golf Club because of her traditional attire 

Press Trust of India 

Shillong
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At 6.50 p.m. on Sunday, 25-
year-old Pankaj Doifode,
and his seven friends, were
live on Facebook.

All eight men, aged
between 21 and 28 years,
were on a boat right in the
middle of the Vena reser-
voir around 30 km from
Nagpur enjoying their
Sunday evening outing
singing songs, and teasing
friends who did not join
them on Sunday evening.

“Majjani life. Panike bich
me” (Enjoying life right at
the centre of the reservoir),”
one of them could be seen
shouting in the five-minute-
long video.

But none of them was
aware that this would turn
out to be their last moments
which being captured in the
video.

The boat, which was car-
rying Pankaj Doifode, his
seven other friends, and
three local villagers who
had provided them the
boat, capsized minutes after
the video was posted on
Facebook.

Three swim to safety
“Of the total 11 people on
the boat, eight drowned.
Three of them managed to
swim to safety. The accident
seems to have happened
when these young men
came on one side of the
boat to click selfies and
videos which tilted the boat.
They were so busy clicking
photos and making videos
on their mobile phones that
they failed to see the water
was entering their boat.
Some of them were under
the influence of alcohol. We
have managed to recover
seven bodies and search is
on for one more. Two of the
three survivors are still crit-
ical and have been admitted
to a hospital in Nagpur,” Po-
lice Inspector

Chandrashekhar Bahadure,
who was supervising the
search operations at the
spot, told The Hindu.

Pankaj Doifode, an em-
ployee of HDFC bank, was
also among the dead.

The survivors include
one local villager and two
persons who were part of
this group of young men
from Nagpur.

Friends, family in shock
“I was shocked when I
heard of this incident. I was
watching their live video on
Facebook yesterday even-
ing. I got to know of this in-
cident at around 11 p.m. and
immediately rushed to the
spot. They had invited me
to this picnic and I was sup-
posed to go with them but
my wife stopped me at the
last moment or else even I
would not have been alive
today,” said Pankaj Nirkar, a
mutual friend of all eight
young men.

Apart from Pankaj Doi-
fode, the other deceased
were identified as Rahul
Jadhav, Ankit Bhalekar,

Paresh Khotak, Pratik
Amre, all residents of
Hudkeshwar area of Nagpur
city, and two villagers from
Peth village — Akshay
Khandare and Roshan
Khandare. The body of Atul
Bhoyar was still to be
recovered.

Roshan Dodke and Amol
Dodke, residents of Wadi
area of Nagpur, and Atul
Bawane from Peth village
managed to swim to safety.

Atul Bhoyar, a computer
teacher at a school in Nag-

pur, is survived by his wife
and seven-month-old
daughter.

To be married
Paresh Kakhote was to be
married on November 21.
The mother of Pankaj Doi-
fode was unaware of his
death until his body was re-
covered on Monday
afternoon.

“Pankaj lost his father
three years ago and was
looking after his four sisters
and mother. His mother will

not be able to tolerate his
death. We have a tough task
to handle her. Pankaj was
working in the loan depart-
ment of the HDFC bank,”
his cousin Anand Doifode
said.

“I knew all these boys.
Most of them were from ad-
jacent localities of Uday
Nagar, Janaki Nagar and
Mhalgi Nagar. All of them
were MBA graduates and
working for well-known or-
ganisations,” he added.

Kushal Pawar, the
sarpanch of Peth village,
situated near the Vena
reservoir, informed that the
two boys from his village
–Akshay and Roshan
Khandare were good
swimmers.

Boating prohibited
“But other men might have
pulled them into the water
in a desperate attempt to
save themselves. This reser-
voir is prohibited for picnic
or boating but everyday
people from the city visit
this area. There are no
warning signs, no signs of
this being a prohibited zone
and no patrolling of police
in this area. Every second
month, we hear the news of
someone’s death in this
reservoir. The government
should act fast to prevent
any more tragedies on this
reservoir,” the sarpanch
said. 

However, Nagpur’s
guardian minister
Chandrashekhar
Bawankule, who visited the
spot on Monday morning,
blamed the young men for
the accident.

“There will be an inquiry
as to how they entered the
reservoir without life jack-
ets. The video shows that
they were clicking selfies.
This is an unfortunate incid-
ent but these young men
caused this incident,” Mr.
Bawankule told reporters.

Selie tragedy: eight men on picnic
drown in reservoir near Nagpur 
Were live on Facebook minutes before the tragedy; minister orders inquiry

In shock: Roshan Dodke (third from left), who survived by swimming to safety, gives details of
the tragedy to the rescue team. * S SUDERSHAN

Pavan Dahat

Nagpur

Picnic gone wrong: The last selie shot by the youngsters at
Vena lake on Sunday. The boat tipped as all had gathered on
one side for a selie, resulting in the death of eight of the 11
people on board. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A Division Bench of the Bom-
bay High Court in Goa, com-
prising Justices F.M. Reis and
Nutan Sardessai, on Monday
issued notices returnable in
three weeks to the Secretary,
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Chief Secretary of Goa, Dir-
ector General of Police, the
Airport Director and the
Deputy Commandant of the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) on a petition
seeking a probe into the BJP
national president Amit
Shah’s public meeting at the
Dabolim Airport in Goa on
July 1.

‘Uphold rule of law’
The petitioner, Aires Rodrig-
ues, sought directions to en-
sure that the rule of law is up-

held by holding an inquiry to
fix the responsibility and take
action against the organisers
and those responsible for
conducting the meeting
within the precincts of the air-
port “in total violation of law.”

Drawing the court’s atten-
tion that he addressed a joint
complaint on July 2 to the
Secretary of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, the Chief Sec-
retary of Goa and the Director
General of Police demanding
an immediate inquiry, Mr.
Rodrigues stated that as the
authorities were acting as
“caged parrots and taking no
action, he is constrained to
seek the intervention of the
High Court.” 

The petition highlighted
that this was perhaps the ever
public meeting in the high se-
curity airport.

Special Correspondent

Panaji

HC notice to CS,
airport staf on
Amit Shah meet 

Former Indian Ambassador
to U..S., and Padma
Vibhushan awardee, Naresh
Chandra (82) died at Manipal
hospital at Dona Paula near
Panaji on Sunday night due
to multiple organ failure.

“He was admitted to the
hospital on Friday evening
with complaints of fever and
vomiting,” said Dr. Shekhar
Salkar, head of Clinical Ser-
vices at Manipal Hospital,
and added that Mr. Chandra
had been a diabetic and had
suffered a cardiac arrest. He
said that the writer Dr. Maria
Couto from Aldona (North
Goa) had referred the ailing
Mr. Chandra for treatment.

Dr. Couto told The Hindu
that Mr. Chandra had been a

family friend since 1974 and
was a frequent visitor. He
stayed with his neices, one
at Nerul and another one at
Parra, in north coastal Goa.

While holidaying in Goa
he took ill, and it was Dr.
Couto who called Dr. Salkar. 

“Former Jammu and
Kashmir governor Girish
Chandra Saxena who died
on April 14 last after a brief
illness and Naresh Chandra,
were very old friends of
ours. Both used to like to
come and holiday in Goa,”
said Dr. Couto.

Mr. Chandra, a bachelor,
had served as the Cabinet
Secretary from 1990-92 and
was the Indian Ambassador
to the U.S. from 1996 to
2001. Dr. Couto said that Mr.
Chandra’s body will be flown
to Delhi by 2 p.m. flight on
Monday for the final rites.

Naresh Chandra was con-
ferred the Padma Vibhushan
in 2007.

Was Cabinet Secretary from 1990-92, was in U.S. from 1996 to 2001

Prakash Kamat 

Panaji

The then President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam conferring the
Padma Vibhushan on Naresh
Chandra. * FILE PHOTO *

Former ambassador to U.S.
Naresh Chandra dies in Goa

Nearly 40 crosses and
plaques at the Guardian
Angel Catholic cemetery in
Curchorem village in South
Goa were desecrated early
morning on Monday, po-
lice said.

This is the fourth such
incident in the last one
month involving desecra-
tion of crosses and Hindu
idols. A senior police offi-
cial said that a CCTV cam-
era installed at the
cemetery was damaged be-
fore the vandals desecrated
crosses and plaques fixed
atop graves. Deputy In-
spector General of Police
Rupinder Kumar told The
Hindu on Monday that he
was on site to take stock of
the situation. 

Goa Pradesh Congress
president Shantaram Naik
has demanded a CBI probe
into such incidents. 

Cemetery in
South Goa
desecrated
Special Correspondent

Panaji
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WE THE Students of ALPHA School
1991 pass−out batch would like to
invite all our Teachers and Batch-
mates for our 25th year REUNION to
be held on the 22nd July 2017 in
Chennai. We are trying to connect
with our English Sir Mr.Ravindran
and all other Teachers and Batch-
mates. Please Call 9840897542.
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Telangana farmers dump
produce in protest
NALGONDA

Demanding minimum support

price and a vegetable market

hub for their produce, a

group of farmers dumped

lemons and ivy gourd in front

of the Nalgonda Collectorate

on Monday. The district

administration has assured

farmers of a better price and

profitable destinations, and

advised them not to panic in

the glut situation.

IN BRIEF

2 A.P. students meet with
tragic end in Germany 
ONGOLE

A weekend outing for a group

of Indian students turned

tragic as two of them —

Mallikarjun Rao and Shankar

— both from Andhra Pradesh,

drowned in a lake at Essen

city in Germany on Sunday.

The boat, in which the group

travelled, overturned after

drifting towards the danger

zone.

The Kerala government is
planning “stray dog zoos” to
keep them off the streets in
the State. The State in-
formed a Supreme Court
Bench led by Justice Dipak
Misra that it had asked all
district panchayats to keep
aside two to three acres and
notify them as ‘stray dog
zoos’. The State govern-
ment, represented by senior
advocate V. Giri, was re-
sponding to a question from
the Supreme Court on the
construction of shelter
homes for the stray dog pop-
ulation, which has increased
aggressively over the years.
However, the Animal Wel-
fare Board of India and activ-
ists refused to be convinced
by the solution. 

Senior advocate Anand
Grover, appearing for an an-
imal welfare association,
said: “What the State is plan-
ning to do with these dog
zoos? These dogs will be-
come even more fe-
rocious and
their pop-
ulation
will in-
crease.”
Instead,
he sugges-
ted that
the Ker-
ala gov-
ernment
embrace

the Centre’s Animal Birth
Control (Dogs) Rules of 2001
which emphasise on steril-
isa- tion and immun-

isation of
stray dogs.
“There is

no room for
dog zoos under the
2001 Rules,” Mr.

Grover said. The 2001
Rules, framed under
the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
Act, are aimed at

eradicating the threat of ra-
bies and reducing man-dog
conflict. While a former
member of the AWBI sub-
mitted that the 1994 Surat
plague was preceded by
massive culling of stray
dogs, Mr. Grover said
garbage pile-ups in public
places in Kerala had contrib-
uted rather heavily to the in-
crease in strays. He said only
sterilisation and immunisa-
tion would eventually see a
dip in their population.

Kerala proposes
‘stray dog zoos’ 
In Supreme Court, it lists steps to keep them of streets

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

A Supreme Court Bench led
by Justice Dipak Misra on
Monday asked: “Why is this
[stray dog] menace in Kerala
only?” 

“Simple, because Kerala
has not adopted the Birth
Control Rules,” advocate
Siddhartha K. Garg
responded.

Senior advocate V. Giri,
representing Kerala,
countered that local
panchayats have enacted
laws and the court should
foremost decide the legal
question whether the local
laws or the Birth Control
Rules of the Centre would

ultimately prevail. The court
agreed with Mr. Giri’s stand
and posted the case for
hearing on the legal issue on
August 18.

“Meanwhile, it is the
responsibility of the State
government to see that
instances of dog bites are
reduced,” Justice Misra
directed the State. 

Incidentally, the Supreme
Court’s committee, led by
former Kerala High Court
judge, Justice S. Sri Jagan, in
a report in October 2016,
had found that “immediate
reduction” in the excessive
stray dog population, and
not birth control, is the need
of the hour in Kerala.

Why is this problem 
only in Kerala, asks SC
Legal Correspondent

New Delhi

In a heart-rending incid-
ent, a couple reportedly
killed their three daughters
and committed suicide for
allegedly being branded
sorcerers by their relatives
and community members
in Kandugula village of
Huzurabad mandal, Karim-
nagar district, on Sunday. 

Police said Ganta
Komuraiah, 30, and his
wife Komuramma, 28, be-
longing to the Gangireddu
community, had been har-
assed by some of their rel-
atives, alleging that they
had been practising witch-
craft. 

The village community
leaders had held panchayat
several times on the issue. 

The couple was dis-
turbed over being ostra-
cised and scared of their
children being ill-treated
and neglected in the com-
munity. Hence, they resor-
ted to the extreme step, the
police said.

5 of a family
end life in
Karimnagar 
K.M.Dayashankar

HUZURABAD

The Kerala High Court was
informed on Monday that a
settlement had been arrived
upon for the payment of
compensation to the owner
of the fishing boat, and the
10 fishermen who were in-
jured, in the collision
between a Panama-flagged
cargo vessel and a fishing
boat off the coast of Kochi.

As per the settlement, ₹1
crore would be paid to the
boat owner, ₹5 lakh each to
the fishermen who sus-
tained minor injuries, and
₹15 lakh each to the two fish-
ermen who sustained seri-
ous injuries.

The settlement would
now be placed at a special
adalat (court) to be held at
the High Court on Friday.

Meanwhile, two daugh-
ters of Antony John Jesu Al-
exander, one of the two fish-
ermen killed in the collision,

filed a petition on Monday
seeking a compensation of
₹140 crore.

The petition said the mas-
ter of the foreign vessel was
negligent and rash in navig-
ating the vessel, resulting in
the accident that had caused
pollution and affected mar-
ine life. 

The petition pointed out
that heavy expenses were in-
curred by the Indian Coast
Guard, Indian Navy fisher-
men, and fishing vessels in-
volved in the search and res-
cue operations. The fine and
compensation shall be given
to the government for the
welfare of the fishing com-
munity, the petition said.

Kerala HC informed, special adalat on Friday

Special Correspondent

KOCHI

Mid-sea collision: settlement
reached for compensation

A ile photo of the Panama-
lagged vessel, Amber L.

Blaming the police for not
preventing the last week’s
communal flare-up in Bant-
wal in Dakshina Kannada
district, Karnataka Chief
Minister S. Siddaramaiah on
Monday pulled up district
law enforcement officials for
their failure to take action
against anti-social elements. 

Western Range IGP Har-
ishekaran P. came in for
severe criticism for his hand-
ling of the protests, said
sources present at the Chief
Minister’s closed-door meet-
ing with IPS officers, held to
review the law and order
situation.

Sources said an upset
Chief Minister repeatedly
told officials that inaction by
the police had given a free-
hand to communal forces
following the murder of RSS
activist Sharath Madiwala.
The Chief Minister ques-

tioned Mr. Harishekaran and
Dakshina Kannada Superin-
tendent of Police Sudhir Ku-
mar Reddy for allowing
protests by BJP MPs, MLAs
and RSS leaders, sources
said.

Mr. Siddaramaiah is also
learnt to have asked why Sri
Ram Sene chief Pramod
Muthalik was not arrested,
despite being charged in a
case of disrupting social
harmony.

Mr. Siddaramaiah direc-
ted senior police officers to
book rowdy-sheeters and ha-
bitual offenders in the
coastal region under the
Karnataka Control of Organ-
ised Crimes Act (KCOCA)
and Goonda Act, to curb vi-
olence. 

The police have registered
cases against 14 persons, in-
cluding four right-wing lead-
ers, in connection with the
communal clashes. 

Siddaramaiah pulls up
police for Bantwal clashes
CM questions senior oicers for not preventing protests

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Taking stock: Siddaramaiah at a meeting with senior police
oicers in Bengaluru on Monday. * SAMPATH KUMAR G.P.

Karnataka has constituted a
nine-member committee
headed by Principal Secret-
ary, Department of Kannada
and Culture, to study and
submit a report to the gov-
ernment on the possibility
of “designing a separate flag
for the State and providing it
a statutory standing.”

The committee was con-
stituted following represent-
ation from journalist-writer
and president of the
Karnataka Vidyavardhaka
Sangha, Dharward, Patil
Puttappa, and social worker
Bheemappa Gundappa
Gadada of Belagavi. 

They had urged the gov-
ernment to design a separ-
ate flag for ‘Kannada naadu’

and accord it a statutory
standing.

Legal position
When asked about the Con-
stitutional and legal position
of the State having its own
flag, former Advocate-Gen-
eral of Karnataka Ravivarma
Kumar said: “There is no
prohibition in the Constitu-
tion for the State to have its
own flag. However, the man-
ner in which the State flag is
hoisted should not dishon-
our the national flag. It has
to be always below the na-
tional flag. 

“The national flag code
specifically authorises use
of other flags, subject to the
regulation by the court. So
State flag is not unauthor-
ised,” he said. 

Karnataka sets up panel
to design State lag 
MURALIDHARA KHAJANE

BENGALURU
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Strictly implement ban
on sale of tobacco: CM 
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Captain

Amarinder Singh on Monday

directed the Health and

Family Welfare Department to

ensure strict implementation

of the ban on sale of tobacco-

laced products such as

‘gutkha’ and ‘paan masala’ in

the State. The source of

manufacture and sale of

banned products should be

identified and plugged with

no delay to stop the problem

from escalating, the CM said,

adding he noted the blatant

violation of the ban. PTI

IN BRIEF

Law student slaps prof
during protest in varsity 
JAIPUR

A law student on Monday

allegedly slapped a professor

of Rajasthan University

during a protest by NSUI

activists. A video of the

incident has gone viral on

social media. The second year

law student is seen

approaching professor R N

Sharma and then slapping

him. Prof. Sharma said he was

trying to pacify the

protesters when the incident

took place. “I have lodged a

police complaint against her,”

he added. PTI

Over three months have
passed since Uttar Pradesh
got a new government under
the BJP but not much has
changed in Navneet Shukla’s
life. He still ekes out a hand-
to-mouth existence, riding a
cycle-rickshaw for livelihood.
Everything is the same, ex-
cept his gamcha (scarf ).

A few weeks after the BJP
came to power, 25-year-old
Shukla replaced his white
gamcha with a saffron one.
Though he considers the col-
our attractive, the shift to saf-
fron has more to do with sur-
vival on the rough streets
than politics.

‘Feel more secure’
“I feel more secure with it,
people don’t misbehave with
me. Usually policemen treat
us badly and chase us away.
With a saffron gamcha, there
is less gundai. Everybody is
wearing it,” said Shukla.

A little further down the
road at Lucknow’s posh
Hazratganj market, where
Shukla is waiting for passen-
gers, 40-year-old Ram
Kailash Jaiswal has parked
his rickshaw. Like Shukla, he,
too, sports a saffron gamcha.
His is wrapped around the
head like a turban.

Jaiswal bought the gamcha
from a shop at Aminabad
market recently. But unlike
Shukla, he said it had noth-
ing to do with the BJP coming

to power or with getting re-
spect from the policeman on
the street.

The Bahraich-native said
he has never attended a polit-
ical rally in his life and only
votes during the local pra-
dhan elections. “White
gamchas get stained easily,
not saffron. Besides, the
store was mostly selling saf-
fron gamchas and this one
caught my eye,” said Jaiswal.

Their motives may vary
but saffron gamchas have
really caught on in UP after
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment came to power.

Be it BJP workers and
Hindu Yuva Vahini activists

or the common citizen on
the street selling bhuttaor
pakoras or driving an e-rick-
shaw, there is an evident in-
crease in the display of saf-
fron on the streets. It is also
visibly the most dominant
colour at stores and stalls
that sell political material.

Not unique
It’s common for colours and
symbols of a party to become
more prominent after it
comes to power in UP. Dur-
ing the previous Samajwadi
Party government, people
sported red (the SP’s colour)
caps or used the party flag on
cars.

So the current upsurge in
saffron is not unique. But
what makes it intriguing is
that it is being linked directly
to Mr Adityanath, who has a
penchant for the colour.

Not only does he dress
fully in saffron and dons a
saffron scarf, saffron seat
covers, saffron towels and
saffron upholstery have be-
come quite common at gov-
ernment functions and meet-
ings involving him.

“Most people who ask for
saffron gamchas are support-
ers of Mr. Adityanath,” said
Rakesh Yadav, who sells BJP
party material outside the
party headquarters in

Lucknow.
Yadav runs a tea shop out-

side the office and only star-
ted the stall a few months ago
after sensing a rise in de-
mand. Among the popular
items are saffron topis, saf-
fron gamchas, saffron coats,
saffron badges, framed pho-
tos of Mr. Adityanath and car
flags.

A customer at the shop
said he bought a saffron
gamcha only because it
would help him secure a bet-
ter hearing in the BJP office,
especially from lower-rung
office-bearers. “When they
see the gamcha, they think
twice before rejecting me,”
he said, not willing to be
named.

“The youth are influenced
by Yogiji. They are also in-
spired to wear saffron after
he came to power,” said
Satya Prakash Chauhan, a
member of the Vishwa Hindu
Mahasangh, an international
Hindu federation of which
Mr. Adityanath is the India
vice-president.

A police constable outside
the Vidhan Sabha has also
noticed a remarkable rise in
saffron markers since the BJP
came to power. He said the
dominant political colour is
often a symbol of impunity
and patronage.

“The youth want to signal
to us that their party and
leader are in power now.
They are trying to say ‘Re-
spect us’,” said the constable.

Safron more visible under Yogi govt
From BJP workers to the common man on the street, there is a rise in the display of safron on the streets

In demand: Sale of safron clothing at a shop near the BJP oice in Lucknow. * RAJEEV BHATT

Omar Rashid

Lucknow

Kandhei Jatra, a unique an-
nual toy fair, was celebrated
at Khaspa Street in Berham-
pur on Sunday night. Festiv-
ities at the fair continued till
early on Monday. 

Thousands, including chil-
dren, visited the fair to pur-
chase toys. The festival is ob-
served every year on full
moon night of the Hindu

month of Shravan, which is
also celebrated as Guru
Purnima.

Senior citizens in the city
like Sachi Padhi say the fest-
ival is over a century old. It
has become an extension of
the Rath Yatra celebrations
in Berhampur. Kandhei Jatra
is ritualistically attached to
the old Jagannath temple in
Khaspa Street. On the full
moon night of the festival,

the pedestal of the idol of
lord Jagannath at the temple
is decorated with earthen
toys depicting mythological
characters.

Traditional toys
Earlier, the fair used to be a
platform for trading tradi-
tional toys made of clay, cow
dung, paper mache, coir and
wood. But this year the num-
ber of stalls selling such tra-

ditional toys has gone down.
“But now, these traditional
toys have a different market
as people wanted to buy
them as interior decoration
for their houses. Children
are not interested in buying
them anymore,” said Subhas-
ini Mohanty, a housewife.
This year, the number of
shops selling plastic and
electronic toys was quite
high.

However, elders of several
families were seen searching
for traditional toys. Parents
of Ganjam district, who have
marriage ceremonies of their
daughters scheduled to be
held within a year bought
the traditional toys at the
fair. Traditional toys bought
from Kandhei Jatra are ritual-
istic inclusions in the luggage
sent along with the bride to
her in-laws’ house.

Berhampur celebrates annual Kandhei Jatra
Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Sikkim, Jammu, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Konkan &
Goa, coastal Karnataka and Kerala

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............4.7.... 28.2.... 25.8 Kozhikode ...........30.2.... 32.6.... 23.8

Ahmedabad............ —.... 35.4.... 26.3 Kurnool ................... —.... 35.3.... 26.0

Aizawl ....................2.... 28.2.... 13.2 Lucknow..............16.6.... 26.5.... 24.7

Allahabad ..........84.2.... 28.3.... 25.7 Madurai................... —.... 39.0.... 25.3

Bengaluru .............. —.... 30.0.... 20.5 Mangaluru................4.... 30.4.... 23.6

Bhopal.................3.1.... 31.5.... 25.0 Mumbai.................1.3.... 32.4.... 26.2

Bhubaneswar .......0.5.... 34.4.... 26.6 Mysuru.................... —.... 29.9.... 19.7

Chandigarh .............1.... 37.4.... 29.2 New Delhi ............... —.... 38.0.... 30.0

Chennai ................84.... 37.1.... 23.3 Patna ..................68.7.... 28.0.... 25.6

Coimbatore............ —.... 33.7.... 22.8 Port Blair ................ —.... 30.5.... 25.2

Dehradun..............37.... 30.2.... 25.3 Puducherry.............. —.... 38.7.... 26.5

Gangtok.............35.2.... 21.4.... 17.5 Pune ....................... —.... 30.7.... 22.8

Goa ......................14.... 28.8.... 23.8 Raipur ...................7.8.... 26.6.... 25.3

Guwahati ...........53.8.... 31.2.... 25.2 Ranchi..................... —.... 29.5.... 22.6

Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 22.0 Shillong...............21.8.... 22.7.... 15.9

Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.3.... 23.8 Shimla...................2.2.... 23.2.... 17.6

Imphal.................7.9.... 29.0.... 21.5 Srinagar .................. —.... 32.2.... 19.1

Jaipur .................... —.... 38.0.... 28.5 Trivandrum ...........2.3.... 30.4.... 24.2

Kochi....................19.... 31.8.... 23.6 Tiruchi .................... —.... 39.2.... 26.8

Kohima................8.8.... 24.5.... 18.8 Vijayawada .............. —.... 36.8.... 26.6

Kolkata.................. —.... 32.6.... 27.7 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 34.0.... 28.2

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality
index (AQI) score of 175
indicating a moderate
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Haldia, West
Bengal recorded a
healthy AQI score of 40

Ahmedabad......... .....— .....— ...— ....... —.......— ......—

Bengaluru .................9....53..69 ....... — ...100 ......*

Chennai ..................19....29..43 ......69.......— ......*

Delhi ......................13....65..87 ....112 ...267 ......*

Hyderabad ..............54....26..10 ......74 .....84 ......*

Kolkata.................168..269..35 ....... — ...304 ......*

Lucknow.................11....32..62 ......68.......— ......*

Mumbai ..................10....32..53 ......54 .....76 ......*

Pune.......................13....27..73 ......28 .....41 ......*

Vishakhapatnam......20....20..62 ......70 ...137 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)

Man robbed of ₹11.36
lakh in Bihar
AURANGABAD

A man was on Monday robbed

of ₹11.36 lakh at gunpoint by

three unidentified persons

here, the police said. Srikant

Kumar, a private agent

working for the Railways, was

robbed near Lakhnikhap

village on NH—98 under the

Mufassil police station area.

“Kumar was headed to

deposit the amount at a bank

when the three bike—borne

miscreants looted the cash

from him,” the Sub—Divisional

Police Officer (SDPO) P.N.

Sahu said. He added that they

also took Kumar’s vehicle. PTI



The flood situation in Assam
turned critical on Monday with
12.55 lakh people across 20 dis-
tricts affected in the State. The
worst-affected district is Lakhim-
pur, where over 2.92 lakh people
have been affected by the deluge,
followed by south Salmara, with
more than 2.5 lakh affected.

Till Sunday, 4.87 lakh people
were affected in the latest wave of
floods in the State.

According to a report by the As-
sam State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), seven people
were killed in various flood-related
incidents in Goalpara, Golaghat,
Jorhat and Lakhimpur districts. In
Lakhimpur, three persons were
killed in the last 24 hours in incid-
ents of drowning and landslides.
With this, the total number of
deaths caused by this year’s floods
has gone up to 33. 

National Highways 15, 31 and 52
were damaged at several places. 

The Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger mark at Nim-
atighat in Jorhat, Tezpur in Sonit-
pur, and in Dibrugarh, Goalpara
and Dhubri towns. Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
spoke to him on Monday and as-
sured all possible help. Many areas
is the northeast are affected by the
floods. In Arunachal Pradesh, all
rivers are running above the
danger mark. 

Manipur cut off
Manipur remains cut off from the
rest of the country as both the NH
2 and NH 37 were disrupted by
landslides. Three major landslides
occurred along the NH 2 connect-
ing Assam with Manipur.

Most of the Kaziranga National
Park is under water and animals
are straying into higher ground.

Forest guards have begun boat
patrols, especially during night, to
save the animals from poachers.

(With inputs from 
Iboyaima Laithangbam)Sanctuary in distress: Forest oicials patrol the looded Kaziranga national park on Monday as one-horned rhinos and Indian hog deer move to higher ground. *AP &AFP

Press Trust of India

GUWAHATI

Flood situation critical in Assam
12.55 lakh people across 20 districts afected; famed Kaziranga National Park and its rhinos hit
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Fire breaks out at
Mukesh Ambani’s Antilia 
MUMBAI

A fire broke out at

industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s

Antilia building, one of the

most expensive residential

properties in the world, here

on Monday night. “The blaze

erupted on the ninth floor

and was extinguished within

a few minutes. There was no

major loss of property,” a

senior civic official said. PTI

IN BRIEF

Woman injured while 
scuba diving dies
SHIVAMOGGA

Shruthi, the 21-year-old

woman from Lakkavalli

village in Chikkamagaluru

district of Karnataka, who

sustained injuries recently

during scuba diving in the

U.S. and subsequently slipped

into coma, died on Monday.

She was married to

Seetharamakrishna, a

software engineer working in

California. The incident took

place when the couple was

holidaying in Hawaii.

Dalit girls denied temple
entry in Gujarat; FIR filed 
GODHRA

A group of Dalit girls were

allegedly denied entry into

the Mahadev Temple at

Mehlol village in

Panchmahals district of

Gujarat by the priest and his

two sons, the police said on

Monday. Mehlol, incidentally,

is the native village of sitting

BJP MP from Panchmahals

Lok Sabha seat Prabhatsinh

Chauhan. DSP (SC/ST Cell)

Harish Kansagara said an FIR

was registered. PTI

Days after the controversy
over the issue of a photo
caption in a Haryana govern-
ment magazine describing
veil (ghunghat) as the “iden-
tity of the State”, a video of
an anchor working with
Haryana-based television
channel wearing “veil”
while broadcasting news is

doing the rounds. 

‘Veiled’ message
Pratima Dutta of STV

Haryana News, who was
seen wearing a veil while
reading news on June 29,
told The Hindu on Monday
that it was her way of vent-
ing out the emotion against
the regressive attitude and
approach of society and the

government. 
“I saw the magazine (re-

ferring to March 2017 issue
of Krishi Samvad, a supple-
ment of Haryana Samvad
magazine, published once a
month by the government),
which had a photograph of a
veiled woman carrying
cattle feed on her head and
its caption said that
Ghoongat ki aan-baan,

mahre Haryana ki pechchan
(Honour of the veil is the
identity of Haryana) and it
just struck to my mind that I
should read news wearing a
veil and convey a message
against this... Everyone talks
about women empower-
ment but if we (women) will
be in veil (ghoonghat), then
how can it be a matter of
pride for any State,” said Ms.

Dutta. 
Ms. Dutta said by reading

news in veil her objective
was to convey it to the soci-
ety as well to the govern-
ment that it’s not the veil but
the face and the name be-
hind that veil, which is an
identity of a girl or women.
“Women’s identity can
never be the veil,” she
asserted.

Haryana TV newsreader wears veil in protest
It was her way of venting out the emotion against the regressive attitude and approach of society 

VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

Every person has the right to
do what he feels is good for
his faith, Chief Justice of In-
dia J.S. Khehar said in open
court on Monday.

“This court is not about
good or bad. It is about what
is legal and what is illegal.
You do what you feel is good
for your faith and let others

do what is good for their
faith,” Chief Justice Khehar
addressed a PIL petitioner.

Anand Prakash Sharma,
the petitioner, had moved
the court with a plea to end
the practice of burning the
effigy of Ravana, a demon
king in the epic Ramayana,
on the eve of the Dussehra
festival. “Have you heard of
Article 25 (freedom of reli-

gion) of the Constitution?”
the CJI asked Mr. Sharma.

The petitioner said such a
practice does not find any
mention in Valmiki Ramay-
ana or Tulsidas’ Ramayana.
Besides, it is harmful to the
environment and public
health. He said the burning
of Ravana’s effigy “hurts
some sects of people”. The
Bench dismissed the case. 

Do what is good for 
your faith, says CJI 
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

The Kolkata police on
Monday filed a case against
Delhi BJP leader Nupur
Sharma for allegedly post-
ing a fake post on Basirhat
communal flare-up on the
social media. 

The BJP leader had al-
legedly posted certain pho-
tographs taken during the
Gujarat riots of 2002 claim-
ing them to be the riot-hit
Basirhat. The photograph
showed a vehicle on fire
from the riot-hit blocks of
North 24 Parganas as pos-
ted by Ms. Sharma in her
micro-blogging account.

A case was lodged
against Ms. Sharma at Re-
gent Park and Gariahat po-
lice station. The charges
against her include pro-
moting enmity between
different groups on ground
of religion and deliberate
and malicious act intended
to outrage feelings of any
class by insulting its reli-
gion or religious beliefs. 

On July 8, the Kolkata
police arrested a 38-year-
old person from South 24
Parganas for inciting com-
munal feelings after up-
loading a picture from a
Bhojpuri movie.

BJP leader
booked for
fake posts
Special Correspondent

Kolkata 

In a blow to social activist
Teesta Setalvad, the Su-
preme Court refused on
Monday to grant her relief in
a case accusing her of having
a role in illegal exhumation
of bodies of some victims of
the 2002 Gujarat riots.

A Bench led by Justice
Arun Mishra said the charge
sheet in the case had already
been filed and the merits

cause of the riot victims.
The Gujarat government

claimed that it had emerged
during the probe that
“Teesta Setalvad, the peti-
tioner herein, was the main
accused who planned and
executed this operation of
digging of graves near
Pandarwada through her
staff.” It was rumoured that
28 unidentified bodies of
riot victims were buried in
the graveyard.

would be examined in the
trial court. It said it would be
appropriate for Ms. Setalvad
to seek remedies, including
the quashing of the charge
sheet filed on April 3, 2011,
before the trial court.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal argued that though the
charge sheet had been filed,
no offence had been made
out against Ms. Setalvad,
who said she was being vic-
timised for taking up the

Court denies relief for Teesta 
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The police arrested two in-
ternational red sanders
smugglers — Pranab Kumar
Dev Barman alias Pramod
Kumar, 38, of West Bengal
and Brijesh Kumar Sharma,
34, of Rajasthan — and their
three key aides, Superin-
tendent of Police Attada
Babujee said in Kadapa on
Monday. 

They smuggled red
sanders from India to Nepal,
Bhutan, Tibet, Myanmar
and China.

Pranab Kumar Dev Bar-
man of Purva Chak Chaka
village in Alipur Duar dis-
trict in West Bengal and
Brijesh Kumar Sharma of Bi-
harisar village in Alwar dis-
trict in Rajasthan, presently
residing in West Bengal, had
a nexus with international
red sanders smugglers At-
maram, Indra, Prem and
Kalingo of Nepal and Pema,
Kiley, Thilley and Tashi of
Bhutan and other smugglers
of Tibet, Myanmar and
China, Mr. Babujee said. 

He presented the five
smugglers, arrested on
Badvel-Mydukur road in

Mydukur mandal of Kadapa
district, before the media in
Kadapa Police Parade
Grounds. 

During questioning, they
confessed to have smuggled
and sold over 500 tonnes of
red sanders logs to interna-
tional smugglers.

Their aides who were ar-
rested were Palagiri Mo-
hammad Mubarak, 45, a
head warder in Chittoor dis-
trict jail, Gangula Prudviraj
Kumar Reddy, 38, of Yer-
rugudidinne in Kurnool dis-
trict, Yeguri Bhaskar alias
Prasad, 41, of Nachaneri vil-
lagein Chittoor district, Mr.
Babujee said.

Five red sanders
smugglers held
‘They sold over 500 tonnes of logs’

Special Correspondent

KURNOOL

The police presenting the
accused before the media in
Kadapa on Monday.
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EDITORIAL

T
he gathering in Hamburg of the G20, a group of

twenty developed and developing countries, last

week was not unlike a large family event: some

catching up, some patching up, and that unpredictable,

rich uncle who needs to be managed and kept in good

humour. The success of summits such as this should be

judged with regard to the emerging global context: with

the world’s most powerful country, the United States

led by a President who wants to redeine the world or-

der in narrow transactional terms; with economies

changing due to digitisation and automation; with the

strength of a country’s electoral process increasingly

tied to its cybersecurity; with migration on an unpre-

cedented scale; and with terrorism decentralised and

dispersed. The G20 meetings in Germany relected all

this, either through the dynamics between leaders or in

the wording of oicial statements that emerged from

them. The summit also provided a much-needed op-

portunity for bilateral meetings, some of which went

well beyond the ordinary renewal of commitments

among countries. The meeting between U.S. President

Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart Vladimir

Putin was their irst after the election hacking scandal

and Mr. Trump’s inauguration, while the interaction

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese

President Xi Jinping came amid the face-of between

the Indian and Chinese armies in Doklam. 

Most remarkable was the fact that the G20 managed

to pull together a joint communique at all, given Mr.

Trump’s recalcitrance on trade and the environment

and the tension between interlocutors. It is reported

that French President Emmanuel Macron was pivotal in

bringing about unanimity by getting the U.S. on board.

Yet the inal statement did not hide the fact that U.S.

policy currently runs against the global consensus, not-

ing America’s withdrawal from the Paris climate agree-

ment but declaring that the other 19 countries recog-

nise the pact is “irreversible”. Even so, a sentence about

the U.S. saying it would help countries access and use

fossil fuels more cleanly and eiciently struck an odd

note. In terms of trade, members committed to ight

protectionism while recognising “legitimate trade de-

fence instruments”. While the G20 dynamics may have

been strained, world leaders have clearly moved up the

learning curve on how to handle Mr. Trump since his

irst international tour of West Asia and Europe in May,

which saw rifts over the U.S.’s commitment to NATO, cli-

mate change and trade. The scale and violent nature of

the protests in Hamburg too was notable, with tens of

thousands showing up, and several hundred police of-

icers injured. These were yet another reminder that all

is not well with the world, and that the undercurrents of

discontent developing countries have long been famil-

iar with have now lowed west. The G20 and other inter-

national groupings must work to mitigate their underly-

ing causes through dialogue and responsive measures.

The Hamburg tussle
The G20 meet highlighted the capacity of

world leaders to work around Donald Trump

S
ri Lanka’s legislative amendment to prohibit bot-

tom trawling, a destructive ishing practice, is a

welcome move despite its likely near-term con-

sequence of deepening the isheries conlict in the Palk

Bay region. Bottom trawling in the island nation’s territ-

orial waters will now attract a possible two-year prison

term and a ine of 50,000 Sri Lankan rupees. The prac-

tice, which involves trawlers dragging weighted nets

along the sea loor, is known to cause great depletion of

ishery resources, and curbing it is in the interest of sus-

tainable ishing. The initial reaction from Tamil Nadu

has been one of concern and consternation. Political

parties claim the amendment is draconian, and that it is

targeted at the State’s ishermen who regularly use hun-

dreds of trawlers in Sri Lankan territorial waters. This

criticism is way of the mark. In recent years, some ish-

ermen in northern Sri Lanka have also adopted bottom

trawling. If this practice continues to gain ground even

among local ishermen, the long-term consequences on

ishing resources in the contested Palk Bay region will

be irremediable. The amendment is aimed at curbing

local trawlers as well as deterring trawlers from Tamil

Nadu. An appropriate response from Tamil Nadu would

be to expedite the conversion of its trawlers to deep sea

ishing vessels, and not merely condemn Sri Lanka.

Fishermen from both countries have been in talks for

a long time to resolve the conlict. Sri Lankan ishermen

want an immediate end to incursions by Indian trawl-

ers, and those from Tamil Nadu insist on a three-year

phase-out period. The proposal to ban bottom trawling

is two years old, but the amendment has come at a time

when a Joint Working Group set up by both countries

last year is in place. Tamil Nadu ishermen are arrested

from time to time by the Sri Lankan Navy, and their ves-

sels seized. If more are arrested and slapped with two-

year jail terms after a summary trial, as the law now en-

visages, it may create new lashpoints. Ultimately, the

solution lies in the transition from trawling to deep sea

ishing, for which a beginning has been made. The

Central and State governments plan to provide 500

deep sea ishing boats with long lines and gill nets this

year, as part of a plan to replace 2,000 trawlers in three

years. However, the question is whether Sri Lanka can

be expected to wait for this plan to be fully implemen-

ted before enforcing its bottom trawling ban. Even

while bracing for an escalation as a result of protests

from Tamil Nadu, both countries should ensure that the

situation does not disrupt regular meetings of the JWG.

Besides the isheries conlict, they need to discuss mar-

ine conservation, thus giving equal importance to pro-

tecting livelihoods and sustainable ishing.

Targeting trawling
Tamil Nadu must hasten the transition 

from trawling to deep sea ishing

A
nniversaries often become
moments of rhetoric and hy-
pocrisy rather than a space

for recollection, a crossroads about
future strategies and debates. One
needs to rethink them. The more
literally charismatic the person,
the greater the attempt to embalm
him in mothballs. The Gandhian
idea sufers most from it as the re-
gime plays oicially Gandhian,
even moving into the Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Commission calen-
dar. Last month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attended the cen-
tenary year celebrations of the
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad.
Between the oicial rhetoric of
Gandhi and the disturbing silence
of the civil society lies a huge void
that one needs to talk about, dis-
cuss openly, if Gandhi needs to
come alive as he did in Desmond
Tutu’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in South Africa.

The ashram and Gandhi
The relevance of Gandhi is not in
doubt. What is in question is the
way we articulate that relevance.
The ashram as an idea, as a way of
life, becomes central to this exer-
cise. The ashram was not just the
home of prayer, it was the crystal
seed of ethical inventions from
weaving to a dream to liberate scav-
enging. Gandhi’s experiments on
the body had implications for the
body politic which ranged from
work, walking, consumption to
compassion, where the ethical and
the political wove together to cre-
ate a theory of resistance as inven-
tion and of democracy as caring. At
a recent meeting, the physicist and
eco-centric technologist Ashok
Khosla put it matter-of-factly. He
said Gandhi was no Luddite, but a
framework for the future. It is the
regime, babbling about climate
change and corporate social re-
sponsibility, that needs to catch up,

linking lifestyle and livelihood.
Gandhi was a huge catalogue of in-
ventions where prayer, walking,
weaving, writing, bhajans all had to
be reworked so that the neighbour-
hood and the cosmos, swadeshi and
swaraj, were in consonance. Cent-
ral to it all was the ashram as a
mode of thought and as a way of
life. The futuristic implications of
the ashram have not been grasped.
Ask yourself, what is the ashram as
an act of trusteeship?

The ashram was not a place to
pickle Gandhi into potted jars of
consumability. It was a centre for
ethical invention, where spiritual-
ity met everyday life to enhance
democratic creativity. Think of a
few possibilities where civil society
rewrites Hind Swaraj to answer the
challenge of climate change. A
Gandhian trustee would under-
stand that responsibility needs
polysemy, that sustainability is a
provincial idea till it combines with
plurality, justice and peace. For
this, one has to go beyond odd
ideas of Make in India and the vis-
ion of a national security state.

The new-age think tank
At a policy level, what is challen-
ging the ashram, vying for cognitive
space, is the think tank. There is
something brutal about the idea, of
knowledge in a Darwinian world,
where fang and claw marginalise vi-
olence. A think tank technocratises
knowledge into a domain of
strategy and expertise. An ashram
opens up a question to issues of
ethics and cosmology. There is a
Promethean hubris about the think
tank, a conviction that knowledge

is subject to problem-solving. An
ashram understands the modesty
and the limits of knowledge. A
think tank invites you to a mach-
ismo of power, speaking strategy to
power. With a decline of the univer-
sities and the debates on know-
ledge, the think tank has acquired a
touch of machismo, hypothecating
ethics to the margins. To policy,
ashram ofers prayer, an under-
standing of the limits and complex-
ity of knowledge. When one
watches think tanks from Observer
Research Foundation, Carnegie,
Vivekananda, one senses an obses-
sion with security has dispensed
with satyagraha. Non-violence is
for the laymen and the illiterate.
Bad ethics hide behind patriotism
and expertise. Each promotes a
myth — the irst of the nation state,
the second of the value neutrality
of knowledge. One cannot think of
a single think tank which has a
clear-cut idea for peace. By special-
ising in information and expertise,
the think tank has lost out on the
ethics of epistemology of know-
ledge. Even war is seen as an act of
plumbing, of balancing interests.

When one looks at a think tank
and compares it to the great social
movements of our time, one sees
the diference between the new
imaginaries of peace, democracy
and the conventional ideas of
policy. I remember the social sci-
entist Rajni Kothari laughing at the
idea of think tanks. He said that
ours is the hospitality of demo-
cratic theory; a think tank sugar-
coats knowledge in secrecy. A think
tank commoditises knowledge. He
told me if the Centre for the Study

of Developing Societies was a think
tank, it would not have challenged
the Emergency. Only the combined
wisdom of the chowkidar, the
gardener, the senior fellows, the
visitors allowed for the courage of
that solidarity. For Kothari, a think
tank is too seduced by power to be
truly ethically autonomous. Sadly,
as political scientists like him disap-
peared, the lack of a democratic
imagination got solidiied into the
current fetishism about think
tanks. The Gandhian ashram has to
challenge the alleged eicacy of
think tanks.

Revitalising the ashram
The Gandhian ashram, without
playing partisan politics, can be the
centre of the dissenting imagina-
tion. It can emphasise that dissent
as an act of caring and conscience is
always plural. The marginal, the
minority, the displaced, the de-
feated, the informal, the alternative
imagination, the subaltern in every
sense represent a festival of know-
ledges rarely represented in consti-
tutional law or a democratic forum.
The ashram becomes trustee of the
silences, the margins realising that
the margin in India is huge, a con-
tinent of sufering and survival in its
own right. It realises that trustee-
ship — unlike a bound membership
— is not a comfortable chair to spec-
ulate on retirement. It is a per-
petual summons to conscience and
whistle-blowing. Third, it links
ideas to lifestyle and livelihood so
that one lives for ideas, not of
them. Fourth, trusteeship cannot
put that memory in mothballs but
realise that memory, like language,
is a perpetual source of invention.
To soak Gandhi in the formalde-
hyde of nostalgia will not do. A
Gandhi lives so long as he is rein-
vented by every citizen. If trustees
even become a think tank, then the
Gandhian idea becomes a form of
secondariness ready to be museu-
mised. Trusteeship in that sense is
the ethics of memory, prayer, in-
vention and goes beyond any oi-
cial committee. Every citizen be-
comes a trustee and the ashram a
commons for the new experiments
in ethics from Irom Sharmila, the
woman of Kashmir to the battle of

the Narmada dam to the new con-
troversus in agriculture, where ex-
perts look on agriculture as a ‘twi-
light industry’.

In fact, for me and many others
of my generation, one of the
greatest ashrams was a science
laboratory, the photosynthesis re-
search centre (Shri A.M.M. Mur-
ugappa Chettiar Research Centre)
in Chennai under the late C.V. Se-
shadri dreaming dreams of altern-
ative energy, of a poor man’s sci-
ence which was not
poverty-stricken in terms of ideas.
The slum around the laboratory be-
came a compost heap for ideas of
ishing, wind tunnels, ventilation,
waste, algae. It was probably the
only science lab where the worker,
the cleaner and scientist shared a
patent, where work, not only sci-
ence, had a dignity. Seshadri
dreamt of an India where Gandhian
truths collaborated with scientiic
truths, where knowledge and life-
style followed collaborative
strategies.

Seshadri and Kothari were intel-
lectuals who saw the public more
as a commons for ideas, not a space
to be hypothecated to experts. He
created an ascetic science, not dis-
mal in its morality, but playful in its
possibilities. One wishes ashrams
today would reinvent that
conidence.

Rethinking the ashram as a part
of the future is one of the great
Gandhian challenges, as civil soci-
ety ights to link swadeshi and swa-
raj which the current regime —
playing to a second-rate national-
ism — has disrupted. Reinventing
an ethics for the 21st century is a
task for the ashram, where spiritu-
ality does not lose its sense of the
sacred, or ethics its quest for a new
sense of science. It is a search for
new paradigms and exemplars and
Sabarmati Ashram is a true herit-
age site because it both made his-
tory and is futuristic. On its 100th
anniversary it is time to retune it, so
the great rituals of freedom, faith
and inventiveness can begin again.

Shiv Visvanathan is Professor, Jindal
Global Law School and Director, Centre of
Study of Knowledge System, O.P. Jindal
Global University

The think tank and the ashram
With think tanks technocratising knowledge, it is time to rethink the ashram as a centre for ethical invention

shiv visvanathan
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arliamentary privileges ori-
ginated during the long
struggle for democracy and

citizen’s rights in Britain, between
a monarch and Parliament as kings
used to get members who spoke or
were likely to speak against the
king arrested. Today, our legislat-
ors get citizens and journalists
arrested.

In our parliamentary demo-
cracy, where Parliament enjoys al-
most supreme powers, legislators
face no threat from government. In
fact privileges have become a tool
in the hands of the ruling party.
The case of the Karnataka As-
sembly imposing ines and impris-
onment on two journalists for writ-
ing something against the Speaker
when he was a legislator and
against another legislator has once
again revived the debate about the
need for codifying privileges and
giving primacy to a citizen’s right to
free speech over legislative
privileges.

Why shouldn’t our legislators’
freedom of speech like the free-
dom of speech of citizens be sub-
ject to the sovereignty and integ-
rity of the nation, public order,
friendly relations with foreign
states, incitement of an ofence or
defamation as mentioned in Art-
icle 19(2)? The ‘sovereign people of
India’ have a restricted right to free
speech but ‘their servants or rep-
resentatives’ have an absolute free-
dom of speech in the Houses. Even
if one may reluctantly concede
such a privilege to them in the in-
terest of the smooth conduct of the
House, why should there be the
power to send people to jail for the
breach of privileges? The Supreme
Court’s decision in M.S.M. Sharma
(1958), giving primacy to the priv-
ileges over free speech, was made
in the irst decade of the Republic
during which the court had a lot of
respect for legislators — most of
them were freedom ighters. How-
ever, by 1967, the Supreme Court
was convinced that Parliament
should not have absolute powers.

Too wide a power
Our legislators have the power to
be the sole judges to decide what
their privileges are, what consti-
tutes their breach, and what pun-
ishment is to be awarded in case of

breach. Is this not too wide a power
which clearly impinges on consti-
tutionalism, i.e. the idea of limited
powers? The fault lies with the
framers of the Constitution, who,
while drafting the lengthiest con-
stitution of the world, have left the
vital area of legislative privileges
undeined.

Articles 105 and 194 clearly lay
down that the “power, privileges
and immunities of the legislature
shall be as may from time to time
be deined by the legislature, and
until so deined, shall be those of
the House of Commons”. The ex-
pression “until so deined” does
not mean an absolute power not to
deine privileges at all. Legislators
have been arguing that codiication
of privileges will harm the sover-

eignty of Parliament. Is Indian Par-
liament really sovereign? We want
a uniform civil code but our parlia-
mentarians do not want a codiica-
tion of their privileges which will
not require more than a couple of
articles.

Moreover, the drafters of the
Constitution also committed the
mistake of putting Indian Parlia-
ment on a par with the British
House of Commons. De Lolme’s
statement about the supremacy of
British Parliament, that “Parlia-
ment can do everything but make a
man a woman and a woman a
man”, is not applicable to India.
British Parliament was also the
highest court till 2009. Thus, In-
dian legislatures and British Parlia-
ment difer not merely as regards
their general political status but
also in the matter of legal powers.
Unlike England, in India the Con-
stitution is supreme, not Parlia-
ment. Today by sovereignty, we
mean “popular sovereignty” and
not “parliamentary sovereignty”.
The opening words of the Constitu-
tion are “we the people” and not
“we the legislators of India.”

A comparison
The codiication of privileges is ba-
sically resisted because it would
make the privileges subject to fun-

damental rights and hence to judi-
cial scrutiny and evolution of new
privileges would not be possible. In
fact, the British House has itself
broken from the past. Acts and ut-
terances defamatory of Parliament
or its members are no more treated
as privilege questions. The U.S.
House of Representative has been
working smoothly without any
penal powers for well over two cen-
turies. Australia too codiied priv-
ileges in 1987.

It is strange that our legislators,
to cover up corruption not only
took cover behind privileges but
also pleaded in courts that they
were not even ‘public servants’.
Our legislators also have protec-
tion from arrest in civil cases 40
days before the session, during the
session and 40 days after the ses-
sion. The exemption from arrest is
also available for meetings. If we
count the days of three Parliament-
ary sessions and meetings then our
MPs have protection from arrest
for more than 365 days in a year.

There is an urgent need to have a
fresh look at the vexed question of
freedom of press vis-à-vis legislat-
ive privileges.

Faizan Mustafa is Vice-Chancellor,
NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad.
The views expressed are personal

Bring the House up to date
The balance between fundamental rights and parliamentary privilege must be re-examined

faizan mustafa
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Liberation of Mosul
It is too early to celebrate
the victory in Mosul
(‘World’ page – “Iraq Prime
Minister declares victory in
‘liberated’ Mosul”, July 10).
Iraq and Afghanistan are
totally diferent terrains. In
Afghanistan, NATO
celebrated the fall of the
Taliban, but today, large
parts of Afghanistan are still
under its control. Iraqi
Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi should now ensure
that the Islamic State does
not regroup. He should win
the conidence of the
people of Mosul and rebuild
the city immediately —
medical aid, food and other
humanitarian help should
reach them forthwith. Most
importantly, the Iraqis
should acknowledge the
true aspirations of the
Kurdish people. We should
not forget their sacriice in
liberating one of Iraq’s
largest cities.
T. Anand Raj,

Chennai

■ The liberation of Mosul is
one of the most exciting
pieces of news this year. It is
a serious blow to the
dreaded organisation which
nursed its pet dream of
forming “a caliphate”. The
focus now should be on
relief and rehabilitation
especially as women and
children have been afected
the most, having been
subject to extreme violence,
cruelty and deep fear. Trust
needs to be rebuilt between
the afected and scarred
communities which will be
a crucial step in helping
prevent the recurrence of
such terrible developments. 
C.A.C. Murugappan,

Kothamangalam, Tamil Nadu

In lux
The stability of a
government plays a key role
in the development of a
country or a State and it is
distressing that the north-
eastern States are always in
a state of political lux
(“Political storm jolts

Nagaland Ministry”, July
10). Nagaland is already an
underdeveloped State and
can certainly do without a
round of political turmoil. I
wonder what motivates
elected legislators to switch
sides at the drop of a hat.
Leaders should keep aside
their personal beneits for
development of their State.
When will they realise this?
Mamidi Veeraswamy,

Penpahad, Telangana

People-friendly steps
It is heartening to read
about the Chakkarakkal
police station in Kerala’s
Kannur district having
initiated people-friendly
measures (“This police
station makes you face the
music”, July 10). While the
initiative to reach out to the
common man is
commendable, it is equally
important to ensure that
public grievances are
redressed expeditiously.
Sadly, there has been an
exponential growth in

crime rates and many cases
remain either unaddressed
or unresolved, thanks to
manpower constraints and
other logistical problems. If
only the police reforms are
implemented in toto, many
of the ills ailing the
uniformed service would
become a thing of the past.
Anyway, this novel initiative
is worthy of emulation
across the country. 
P.K. Varadarajan,

Chennai

Kasparov’s comeback
Garry Kasparov’s comeback
bid at 54 must have been
inspired by Indian legend
Viswanathan Anand (he had
always seen him as an
unequal rival) who still is a
force to reckon with, within
the top 10 world rankings in
chess. Prize money in
modern chess might be the
other reason. But if one
looks at the history of sport,
comebacks have by and
large been failures,
examples being cricketers

Tony Lock, Jayasuriya, Tom
Graveney. Only time will tell
how successful he will be in
the circuit at the top level.
The prize for longevity
associated with chess goes
to Petrosian, the Soviet
legend, and next to Anand.
In fact, many expected
Anand to call it quits when
he lost the World FIDE title
for the second time. 
A.V. Narayanan,

Tiruchi

The white and blue sari 
It is a matter of great pride
that Mother Teresa’s iconic
blue-bordered white cotton
sari is now “an Intellectual

Property of the Missionaries
of Charity” (‘Life’ page, July
10). It is one of those images
etched in one’s mind. It is
said that on August 8, 1948,
accompanied by Maggie, a
junior teacher at St. Mary’s,
Mother Teresa bought a pair
of white saris with three
blue stripes for herself for
₹2.50. She chose the blue as
it symbolised purity. It is
also said that it was similar
to what female sweepers
wore during that time in
Calcutta.
R. Sivakumar

Chennai
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corrections & clarifications: 

A sentence in “The last original Kolhapuris” (Magazine article,
July 9, 2017) read: “Between two stone beams, these bags would be
suspended and illed with hot water infused with myrobalan seeds
(hirda) and pieces of babul wood.” It should have been myrobalan
nuts (hirda) and babul bark. 
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DATA POINT

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. M.C. Chagla, told the Lok
Sabha to-day [ July 10, New Delhi] he believed that the Soviet
Union had been satisfied with the legitimacy of India’s position
on its border dispute with China. Mr. Chagla made this state-
ment in reply to Mr. Hem Barua after disclosing to the House
that the Soviet maps which had previously shown India’s bor-
ders with China according to Peking’s claims no longer printed
the Chinese version of the Sino-Indian border. “We must be
thankful to the Soviet Union for not recognising Chinese
claims to our border”, Mr. Chagla said. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 11, 1967

Maps ignore Chinese claims to Indian areas
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FROM ARCHIVES

The opening of a free High School at Ramachandrapuram, 15
miles from Pudukottah, took place to-day [ July 9] at 9 A.M. in
the presence of a large gathering. Mr. S.T. Nagappa Chettiar of
Ramachandrapuram, having made up his mind to set apart
about Rs. 1,25,000 for this purpose approached the Durbar
with a request that it may kindly permit him to have a High
School of his own in his village. Necessary permission having
been accorded, he began the construction of a building at a
cost of about Rs. 40,000 and has now temporarily lodged the
school in a building specially put up for the purpose. Mr. Burn,
the Dewan, Messrs. Padmanabha Sastrial, Swaminatha Aiyar,
P. Krishnamurthi Aiyar and several others were present at the
opening ceremony.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 11, 1917

A free high school.

What makes paper money
so valuable? After all, in
contrast to commodity
money like gold and silver
which have been in use for
centuries, these printed
pieces of paper have very
little intrinsic value. Yet
they get exchanged for
valuable goods every day.
In fact, the sale of almost
any good today involves
money being accepted by
the seller. The usual an-
swer provided by econom-
ists to explain this para-
dox has to do with the
coercive power of govern-
ment. Since the govern-
ment mandates that cit-
izens must accept paper
money issued by it in any
transaction, they argue,
paper money attains
value.

This argument was fam-
ously proposed by Ger-
man economist Georg
Friedrich Knapp in his
1905 book The State The-
ory of Money. Paper
money, according to this

logic, must lose almost all
its value if the government
in power breaks down and
ceases to exist. But does
such a thing happen in the
real world? “Positively Val-
ued Fiat Money after the
Sovereign Disappears”, a
2017 paper by William J.
Luther and Lawrence H.
White, looks at the ex-
ample of Somalia’s cur-
rency to find an answer.
The authors discover that
Somalia’s currency, the
shilling, continued to be
exchanged for goods in
the market, even as the
Somalian government
broke down and the coun-
try became stateless in
1991.

Based on this experi-

ence, Luther and White
argue that the govern-
ment’s coercive power is
required only to create a
paper currency standard,
not to sustain it. They say
people generally do not
accept paper as currency,
as it has very little intrinsic
value. But once a paper
currency is established as
a money by the govern-
ment, it can continue to
perform its functions
smoothly, even in the ab-
sence of the government
that created it. This, they
say, is because people
have already accepted it as
money.

It is noteworthy that
other economists doubt
whether people will ac-
cept paper currency as
money, even if it is the
government that forces
them to use it. They argue
that, historically, paper
currencies became ac-
ceptable only because
they were initially backed
by commodities like gold
and silver.

Why is your money worth so much?
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ABSTRACT

A paper argues that state power is needed only to
create a paper currency standard, not to sustain it

Prashanth Perumal

Despite the decline in total fertility rates
(TFR) countrywide, 12 States continue to
have TFR above 2.1 children per woman,
known as replacement-level fertility.
However, when the TFR declines, the
drop does not stop at 2.1, as seen in Kerala
(1.6), Tamil Nadu (1.7) and Karnataka (1.8).

This leads to faster changes in the population structure char-
acterised by a reduction in the proportion of young people
and an increase in the proportion of the elderly. 

When all the States in India are clustered in terms of fertility
levels, one sees a predominantly youthful north and a matur-
ing south and west. This demographic divergence between
States and regions is important from the policy perspective
and forward-looking development planning.

Most of the current and future demographic potential is
locked in the northern States, and largely located in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh. As
per population projections, these ive States will account for
more than 55% of population growth in India till 2030. Those
who are under 15 years of age today will become India’s work-
ing population in the coming decades, and almost every
second person in this age group resides in these ive States.

Migration-friendly planning
The proportion of the elderly started increasing in the south-
ern States several years ago. Now, the phenomenon has exten-
ded to the western, extreme northern and eastern States. In
the coming decades, they will require a young workforce to
keep institutions functioning eiciently, and also to take care
of the elderly. This need is likely to be met by people from the
youthful north, with many moving to the ageing States.
Already, the migration trend is evident, with established lows
of young people from these States to other parts. The diver-
gent demographic transition in the high-low TFR States will
add further impetus to this movement in the coming decades.

The socio-economic implications of young people heading
south, leaving the children and elderly behind, need to be ana-
lysed. The challenges of moving into new communities that
speak diferent languages and have diferent cultures need to
be understood and addressed. Along with the migrants, the is-
sues of the locals must also be appreciated.

There is a need to gain deeper understanding of migration
lows, so that estimations and projections can be made regard-
ing changing need for housing and infrastructure, health care
and utilities, education and skills. States need to work together
to provide portability of identity proof and entitlements, as
well as build support systems for families left behind. 

India urgently needs to take cognisance of the divergent
demographic transition trends. Timely strategic action can de-
velop human capacities to cater to future needs and build
rights-based policies that work for migrants as well as locals.
All adding up to help optimise development, employment and
collaboration across States in the country.

Diego Palacios is UNFPA Country Representative (India) and Country
Director (Bhutan)

The great Indian
migration
The socio-economic aspects of north-
south migration need to be analysed
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July 11 has been designated by the
United Nations as World Population
Day. The UN chooses one aspect of
population to draw attention to each
year; this year the theme is access to
family planning. 

As someone who teaches a
semester-long course on ‘population
dynamics’ (the changing interplay of
population size, growth and distribu-
tion), I want to underline three re-
lated but distinct reasons why we
should, or should not, as seekers of a
healthy, wealthy and wise world for
all its inhabitants, keep population
dynamics in mind. 

Let’s set aside for the moment the
UN’s projection of India’s population
size overtaking China’s by 2024. 

First, any development planning
with a time horizon of more than a
few years has to factor in the chan-
ging size of the base population and,
therefore, the changing size of the
resources needed to meet the re-
quirements even if the per capita re-
quirements remain unchanged. A
simple and glaring example of this
obvious calculation not having been
made can be found in the insane
competition for college admissions
in our towns and cities, as the rise in
the number of seats has not kept
even modest pace with the rise in
the number of those finishing sec-
ondary school and wanting to go on
to college.

Demographic dividend
Virtually every development sector
that requires investments will need a
larger amount of such investment in
different areas — like clinics, hospital
beds, homes, schools, colleges and
training institutes, jobs, social secur-
ity, rural banks, piped water and po-
licemen — as the absolute size of our
population increases.

It is not just about numbers, of
course. What matters is how these
additional numbers are distributed —
by age, gender, education, income,
marital status, geography, and so on.
And we are still potentially at the
peak of at least one of these distribu-
tions — that by age. Thanks to falling
birth rates and only slowly rising
longevity, we have this ‘window of
opportunity’ or ‘demographic di-

vidend’ during which the working-
age population as a proportion of the
total population is large enough in
principle to supply many of these ad-
ditional resources. 

That advantage will begin to erode
soon enough. Worse, even now,
some of it is merely notional — we
have a large number of young people
but we do not have the skills or jobs
for this to translate linearly into lar-
ger economic output. Indeed, what
we might have instead is a translation
into poorer social output as the
rising per capita frustrations of life
feed into antisocial behaviour — my
euphemism for the ghastly outbreaks
of amoral and immoral mob violence
that it seems can be instigated at a
moment’s notice these days.

Second, our population size and
growth require us to reflect more
deeply on the implications of this
size and growth for development.
Are we exceeding our carrying capa-
city nationally and globally? Are the
rising population densities increas-
ing the spread of infection through
too much close contact between
people? Are we using up water and
forests and energy faster than we can
replenish them? 

These are important questions,
but get neglected by well-meaning
researchers who, rightly, fear that

any uncomfortable findings will
quickly translate into a call for
policies that penalise the weakest
and the most vulnerable members of
society and increase the already vast
controls on women’s bodies. We see
this fear being justified in several offi-
cial attempts to clamp down on the
fertility of the poor or otherwise
marginalised, Assam being the latest
example of this kind of crude intru-
sion into private decisions. An even
more horrifying recent example
comes from the coercion and cal-
lousness that resulted in the deaths
of several women in sterilisation
camps in Chhattisgarh in 2014.

What our research needs is a bet-
ter understanding of what popula-
tion growth does to resources given
the vast disparities in consumption
between the rich (and usually low-
fertility) and the poor (and high-fer-
tility) populations. Second, it needs
to publicise better the non-coercive
and much more effective interven-
tions that we know lead to falls in fer-
tility everywhere — girls’ education
and women’s easy access to volun-
tary contraception in particular. As
more women get educated, several
of the economic and social reasons
for wanting many children begin to
seem less important and it organic-
ally results in fewer births if the

means to achieve this are known and
available. 

The third prong of interest in pop-
ulation and population growth
comes from the dangerous competi-
tion for power and strength that pits
different groups increasingly against
one another in India today. This tra-
gic competition plays out in some
gruesome ways, of course; but it is
also fuels a medieval belief that
power lies merely in numbers. This
quest for power means each group
seeks to increase its own numbers
and decrease those of ‘others’; short
of genocide, the latter cannot be eas-
ily done by deliberately increasing
the death rate; so the other arm of
population growth, births, is tar-
geted. And we thus have the spec-
tacle, for example, of presumably
celibate and childless religious lead-
ers of all hues (male as well as fe-
male, it appears in the case of
Hindus) exhorting their followers to
step up childbearing while con-
demning the unbridled reproduction
of the ‘other’ side. In a world run by
knowledge and technology, not only
is this a foolish way to gain advant-
age, it again shifts the responsibility
for group power on to women’s ex-
hausted bodies, their own desires
and health be damned.

Denial of agency to women
We are not alone in this attitude. This
reasoning lay behind the denial of
contraception and abortion to
‘Aryan’ women in Nazi Germany
even as pregnancies in others were
often forcibly aborted; it lies in the
recent call by the President of Turkey
to Turkish immigrants in the West to
multiply more rapidly; it explains the
rash of incentives many European
and East Asian countries now offer to
women to have a second or third
child to delay the inevitable fall in
population numbers in these coun-
tries as long as they refuse to coun-
tenance immigration to replenish
their labour forces.

All these are poor examples for In-
dia to follow, for ethical reasons and
because they more often than not
boomerang. What women need is
the right to make their own child-
bearing decisions and to have the in-
formation and services to make these
decisions wisely and well. If this truly
happens, the ‘population’ question
will take care of itself.

Alaka M. Basu, a professor in the department
of development sociology at Cornell
University, is currently senior fellow, United
Nations Foundation

A nuanced understanding of the population question is vital

Reading between the numbers

Alaka M. Basu
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My first substantive interaction with Naresh
Chandra was in 1993 when he was Senior Ad-
viser dealing with the aftermath of Ayodhya,
in Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s of-
fice, after a distinguished career in the civil
service spanning 36 years, during which he
had served as Chief Secretary of Rajasthan,
Union Secretary for Water Resources, De-
fence and Home and finally as Cabinet Sec-
retary. I was Director in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs heading the newly created
Disarmament & International Security Af-
fairs Division. The Chemical Weapons Con-
vention (CWC) had been concluded after
long negotiations lasting nearly a decade and
India was among the original signatory coun-
tries. I had put up a note to Foreign Secret-
ary J.N. Dixit spelling out the obligations that
the CWC would entail for different ministries
and the chemical industry. To my surprise,
he asked me to brief the Senior Adviser in
the Prime Minister’s Office.

Chandra’s table had no papers or files
other than a newspaper with a half-finished
crossword. He listened patiently and asked a
few pertinent questions. The reason for his
involvement soon became clear when four
years later in 1997, India publicly acknow-
ledged that it had pursued an active chem-
ical weapons programme and was now plan-
ning to destroy its arsenal and dismantle the
programme as required by the CWC. The
inter-ministerial coordination that I had
been pushing for automatically fell into
place.

As I got up to leave, he asked about the
state of play regarding the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) negotiations in
Geneva, another of the subjects I was look-
ing after. After listening, he said, “Let me
know if there are any major developments.
Just call my office and come over.” I began
briefing him periodically thereafter.

In the second half of 1995, as the CTBT ne-
gotiations were moving into a decisive phase,
Rao set up a small group into which I was in-
ducted. Chandra coordinated it and others
included R. Chidambaram (Secretary of the
Department of Atomic Energy), A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam (Secretary, Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation) and Deepak Bho-
jwani (Private Secretary to PM). By this time,
he was Governor in Gujarat and would fly
down for the meetings. Chandra’s work and
involvement with India’s nuclear pro-
gramme, including during this period, is
now well-known.

In 1996, he was appointed Ambassador to
the U.S., a position he held for nearly five
years, overseeing the most intense and pro-
ductive engagement between the two coun-
tries. His first year was marked by growing
differences on the CTBT negotiations which
the Clinton administration was pushing for;
then came India’s nuclear tests in 1998 when
the U.S. imposed sanctions followed by the
intense engagement with the 18 rounds of
talks between Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott and Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh, together with expert-level talks.
Chandra handled it with characteristic
aplomb, appearing on TV channels, enga-
ging the Congressmen and the Senators and
addressing the think tanks.

When Alok Prasad ( Joint Secretary look-
ing after the U.S. desk) and I travelled to
Washington for talks with our counterparts,
Chandra would insist on accompanying us to
our meetings, an unforgettable gesture from
a person nearly 20 years our senior, but one
that enhanced our standing in our interac-
tions. Riding with him in the car introduced
me to crosswords, his old passion. I would
struggle with the Financial Times crossword
and he would say, “Read the clue”, followed
by “How many letters?” — and as I spoke, pat
would come the response. A postgraduate in
mathematics, his knowledge of Western liter-
ature, musicology and classics was
unparalleled.

Boardroom avatar
After returning from Washington, Chandra
took on a new avatar, as one of the most
sought-after board members in the corpor-
ate world. After I retired from government,
one day he called, “Can you take some time
out from your writing and lecturing? If so, I
want to suggest your name for a board posi-
tion in one of the companies where I am the
chairman.” I promptly agreed and thus
began a new learning. Once again, I saw the
ease with which he would employ his vast
experience and negotiating skill in the board-
room, addressing issues with a practical
common sense and a problem-solving
approach.

Chandra enjoyed the fine things of life —
his superb selection of ties, his shoes from
Church’s, good single malts, an occasional ci-
gar, all of which he shared generously, while
holding an audience spellbound as he re-
counted stories from an endless repertoire.

Naresh Chandra was large man, larger
than life for he lived it to the full. I will miss a
guide and teacher. I have pulled out my
crossword manual and dictionary which he
had presented me, for now I will have to
solve this cryptic alone.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently
Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation

The man with the clues
From diplomacy to deal-making, crosswords to the
corporate world, Naresh Chandra was a problem-solver

Rakesh Sood

Owner’s
earnings 
Finance

The amount of cash that
owners can take out of a
business after all its cash
requirements have been
met. The concept of own-
er’s earnings is similar to
free cash flow, which
measures the amount of
cash a business generates
after all its reinvestment
needs — like capital ex-
penditure — have been met
successfully. Since it takes
into account all cash pay-
ments that a business must
make before it can pay its
owners, owner’s earnings
can provide a better pic-
ture of owners’ true in-
come. The term is attrib-
uted to American investor
Warren Buffet, who uses it
to arrive at the value of
businesses.
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mir Valley after separatists
appealed for a “Kashmir
awareness” campaign on so-
cial media on Tuesday.

“I cannot say who was the
target. The militants fired at
a CRPF camp, around 3.5
km away but our jawans
thwarted it. A convoy carry-
ing registered yatris had
already crossed during the
day,” said Mr. Bhatnagar.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condemned the terror
attack and asserted that In-
dia will never get bogged
down by such “cowardly at-
tacks and evil designs of
hate.” Mr. Modi said he
spoke to Governor N.N.
Vohra and CM Mufti and as-
sured all possible assistance-
.Home Minister Rajnath
Singh also spoke to Ms.
Mufti and Mr. Vohra. 

Terming the terror attack
as the most reprehensible
act, Defence Minister Arun
Jaitley said the incident
should add to India’s de-
termination to eliminate ter-
rorism. 

Authorities suspended In-
ternet services in the Kash-

7 Amarnath pilgrims
killed in terror attack

attacks in south Kashmir, in-
cluding the strike on an
Army convoy at Lower
Munda Qazigund on June 3,
a weapon snatching incid-
ent at the residence of a
judge in Anchidoora on June
13 and attack on a police
party at Achabal on June 16,
in which six police person-
nel died.

In U.P., Muzaffarnagar
police raided the house in
Ankit Vihar area of the city
where Sandeep’s mother
Premvati, sister-in-law
Rekha and brother Praveen
Kumar Shama live as ten-
ants. Sandeep (24), had
“snapped all ties” with his
kin, his relatives told police. 

Sharma, according to the
police chief, used his ac-
quaintances to get in touch
with a family at Brinty Dial-
gam. “During the en-
counter, Sharma was res-
cued along with other
members of the family by
the police,” said IGP Khan.

During the investigation,
it was found that Sharma
along with others “helped in
providing shelter, ferrying
terrorists for attacks and
actively participated in ter-
rorist activities”. “Another
local supporter Muneeb
Shah, a resident of Kulgam,
was also arrested,” said the
IGP. The police said Sharma
was found involved in major

LeT man from U.P.
held in Kashmir

Indian Army was respons-
ible for this act of gross hu-
man right violation, it clari-
fies that any observation
made in this order should
not be taken as expression
of any opinion regarding the
alleged involvement of the
officers of the Indian Army,”
said the SHRC.

The incident against the
civilian had evoked sharp
reaction in the Valley and
from civil society as the
Army defended the officer. 

Chairman of the Interna-
tional Forum for Justice and
Human Rights Jammu and
Kashmir Muhammad Ahsan
Untoo had filed a petition
before the SHRC against Ma-
jor Nitin Leetul Gogoi being
awarded a commendation
certificate. 

However, the SHRC chair-
person refused to give any
direction to the Army in the
case. “Since the commission
is not able to go into the
question as to whether the

SHRC relief for
human shield victim

this stage, that infection was
circulating locally. 

In India, the virus was cir-
culating in the 1950s, said
Soumya Swaminathan, dir-
ector general, Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research.
“The surveillance system
here is working,” she poin-
ted out. Over 40,000 sus-
pected cases of Zika have
been tested in the country,
she said. Director of Public
Health K. Kolandaisamy said
approximately 200 cases
had been tested at the King
Institute so far in T.N. 

Samples from three other
patients in the area with
fever were sent to the King
Institute of Preventive Medi-
cine, Guindy, where they
tested negative. The State
had already implemented
guidelines and action plan
for Zika at international
ports and airports and does
a daily review of the fever
situation, he added. It is not
known how the patient was
infected — three months
ago, he had visited two
neighbouring States — how-
ever it is thought possible, at

Tamil Nadu reports
irst Zika case

As the Rashtriya Janata Dal
made it clear that Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Te-
jaswi Yadav would not resign
despite raids by investigating
agencies, BJP State president
Nityanand Rai said on
Monday that his party could
consider extending outside
support to Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Rai said: “If Mr. Nitish
Kumar breaks the alliance
with the RJD and the Con-
gress, the BJP will extend
outside support to the Janata
Dal(U) so as to ensure that
governance is restored in the
State.”

Mr. Rai said Mr. Nitish Ku-
mar would have to take a de-
cision soon on corruption
charges against Mr. Tejaswi
Yadav and Mr. Tej Pratap Ya-
dav, sons of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad. “Bihar deserves a
government free of graft,
and Mr. Nitish Kumar’s si-
lence is not helping ... We
will extend outside support.
There are many reasons we
will not join the govern-
ment,” he said. “We do not
want the people of Bihar to
suffer another election too
soon, hence our stand.” 

Sushil Kumar Modi, senior
BJP leader in the State, has
been urging Mr. Nitish Ku-
mar to act against the Minis-
ters facing corruption
charges, a suggestion which

many feel may lead to a
breach in the grand alliance
of the RJD, the JD(U) and the
Congress, and leave some
space for the BJP to enter the
equation. 

However, some leaders in
the BJP and the National
Democratic Alliance are
wary of any sudden embrace
of Mr. Kumar. 

“For us, Mr. Nitish Kumar
who ditched us before the
2014 election is a bigger
threat than Mr. Lalu Prasad.
If we support him, it will be
giving his political career a
new lease of life when his
own alliance is hastening it
to an end,” said a senior of-
fice-bearer of the party. 

Kushwaha’s stand
Union Minister of State for
Human Resource Develop-

ment Upendra Kushwaha is
another detractor of Mr. Ku-
mar, against whom he re-
belled and then formed the
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party,
which joined the NDA before
the 2014 elections. 

“Who needs enemies if
you have friends like Mr. Nit-
ish Kumar,” he asked. “The
Central government is being
unnecessarily blamed for the
action of enforcement agen-
cies. Lalu Prasad would be
well advised to search closer
to home for enemies,” he
said. 

Amid all this, Mr. Kumar
has maintained a stoic si-
lence, avoiding Tuesday’s
Opposition meeting to select
a common candidate for the
vice-presidential election. 

JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav
will attend it. 

BJP to Nitish: We can back you from outside
Party’s State president Nityanand Rai says its aim is to restore governance in Bihar, but not all NDA leaders are happy 

Brave front: RJD chief Lalu Prasad with wife, Rabri Devi, son
Tejaswi Yadav, who is Bihar Deputy CM, and other leaders at
the Legislature Party meeting in Patna on Monday. * PTI

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Director-
ate has summoned Misa
Bharti, daughter of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad, for re-
cording her statement on
Tuesday under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act in connection with a
case involving shell
companies.

The agency had issued
summons to Ms. Bharti’s
husband, Shailesh Kumar,
for questioning on Monday.
However, he failed to turn
up. “We will summon him
again,” an official said. The
move comes after the ED
raids on the premises of Ms.
Bharti, an RJD MP, her hus-
band and their company
Mishail Packers and Printers
in the national capital on
July 8. 

Money laundering
The searches were part of
an investigation related to a
charge sheet filed by the
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office against Surendra and
his brother Virendra Jain for

alleged money laundering
using shell companies.

The ED says four shell
companies allegedly con-
trolled by the Jains had
bought 1.2 lakh shares of
Mishail Packers and Printers
at ₹100 each in in 2007-08.
The shares were later al-
legedly bought back by Ms.
Bharti at ₹10 a unit. The
agency has alleged that
Rajesh Agarwal, a chartered
accountant and mediator,
provided ₹90 lakh in cash to
the Jain brothers in advance
for investments in Mishail
Packers and Printers as
share premium. The Jains
purportedly disclosed that
they would receive cash and
invest it as share premium.

ED summons Misa
Bharti in PMLA case
Her husband fails to turn up 

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

Misa Bharti 

Modi and other leaders of
the BRICS countries atten-
ded that event. According to
my information, the two
leaders did not hold any bi-
lateral meeting.”

Asked to clarify whether
“no meeting” or “no struc-
tured meeting” took place in
Hamburg, in the light of a
picture showing an interac-
tion between Prime Minister
Modi and President Xi, as
posted on the Twitter
handle of spokesperson of
External Affairs Ministry Go-
pal Baglay, Mr. Geng said,
“As I said many times, the
two leaders of India and
China did not hold bilateral
meetings on the sidelines of
the G20 summit.”

“But President Xi chaired
the informal BRICS leaders
meeting during which Prime
Minister Modi was also
present,” he added.

Mr. Geng’s disinclination
to confirm any direct inter-
action between the two

China on Monday denied a
bilateral meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President
Xi Jinping on the sidelines of
the G20 summit in
Hamburg.

Beijing stuck to its guns
that the withdrawal of In-
dian troops to the Indian
side of the boundary in the
Sikkim sector was the pre-
condition for a dialogue.

In response to a question
on the meeting between
President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at Hamburg during an
informal gathering of the
BRICS nations, Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Geng
Shuang said, “President Xi
Jinping attended the G20
summit in Hamburg. On the
sidelines of the G20, Presid-
ent Xi presided over the in-
formal BRICS leaders (meet-
ing) and Prime Minister

leaders sharply contrasts
with Mr. Baglay’s tweet from
Hamburg: “At the BRICS
leaders’ informal gathering
at Hamburg hosted by
China, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and President Xi
had a conversation on a
range of issues.”

Sikkim standoff
In response to another ques-
tion seeking clarification on
whether a “bilateral meet-
ing” or a “conversation”
took place between the two
leaders, Mr. Geng stuck to
his stock answer: “I can tell
you that there were no bilat-
eral meetings between Pres-
ident Xi Jinping and Prime
Minister Modi in Hamburg.”

Mr. Geng, on several oc-
casions, during his regular
briefing called for the with-
drawal of Indian border per-
sonnel to the Indian side of
the boundary as “the pre-
condition for any meaning-
ful dialogue”.

China denies Xi-Modi
meeting in Hamburg
Statement counters MEA spokesperson’s tweet during G20

Atul Aneja

Beijing 

Nearly 6,000 NGOs could
lose their FCRA licences, as
the Union Home Ministry
has sent them show cause
notices for not filing their
annual returns. The Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA) licence enables
NGOs to receive foreign
donations.

On July 8, the Centre is-
sued show cause notices to
5,922 NGOs for their failure
to file annual income and ex-
penditure records for five
consecutive years, a Home
Ministry official said. 

In May this year, 18,523

NGOs had been given a one-
time opportunity to furnish
details of their income and
expenses by June 14. 

According to a Home Min-
istry circular, these NGOs,
registered under the FCRA
law, had been asked to sub-
mit their missing annual re-
turns for the years 2010-11 to
2014-15. They had time till
June 14 to do so without in-
curring any penalty. Email
and SMS alerts were also
sent to them regularly for
one month beginning
mid-May.

“However, in spite of suffi-
cient and adequate notice, it
has been observed that

5,922 associations have not
uploaded their annual re-
turns for three or more than
three years within the stipu-
lated time given in the no-
tice,” the circular said. All
these NGOs were given show
cause notices on July 8 on
why their FCRA registration
may not be cancelled under
the FCRA.

The associations have
been requested to furnish
their replies, if any, by July
23, failing which it will be
presumed that they have
nothing to say and action as
proposed will be taken by
the Ministry as per FCRA, it
said.

Centre issues show cause notice on failure to ile returns

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

NGOs get more time to furnish
replies to save FCRA licence

Herds of deer dart across the
soybean fields, as a couple of
dogs give them chase. A man
on horseback stands guard,
watching from a distance.
Deer that destroy crops is
just one more headache for
the farmers of Puntamba, a
village that played a major
role in mobilising the recent
farmers’ strike in Maha-
rashtra, when tillers decided
to let their produce perish
rather than sell them at a
loss.

Puntamba’s other prob-
lem has been delinquent
rains. “If it does not rain for
another eight to 10 days, our
present crop will be in
trouble,” says Balasaheb

Chavan, a local farmer.
Mr. Chavan points to a

third problem: erratic power
supply. For the most part,
their fields get power only at
night. But it is neither easy
nor safe to work in the fields
in the dark. “There are
snakes around our village.

Working in the dead of the
night is not easy,” he says.

Parallel work
With agriculture proving a
loss-making proposition, Mr.
Chavan says that villagers
keep their households run-
ning through parallel work.

The better off try their hands
at small businesses. The
poorer ones become blue-
collar workers.

Another farmer, Vilas
Dhanaute, says he has just
returned from the market
after selling 9.5 quintals of
his onion produce. He pro-
duces a slip to show that he
only got a rate of ₹2 per kg.

He explains the math. “I
spent ₹600 on transporting
the onions to the market,
₹450 on labour, and ₹900 on
the sacks required. Just tak-
ing the onions to the market
cost me about ₹1,950. I
earned ₹200 on each of the
9.5 quintals I sold, or ₹1,900
for the whole lot,” he says.
“Over all, I ended up making
a loss of ₹50.”

Asked why sell at all if
they suffer a loss, Mr. Dha-
naute says, “What do we do
with these quintals of pro-
duce then? We can’t let them
rot in our village.” He points
to a large tent-like storage
structure next to the fields,
where much of his onions
still lies. He says he would
have to sell them all in the
coming days, but is doing it a
few quintals at a time in the
hope that prices rise. 

In early June, farmers
from this village, located 15
km from Shirdi, decided not
to sell their produce. This set
in motion a strike that
spread across Maharashtra.

Farmers in the village,
however, seem resigned to a
bleak future for farming. 

Eager wait for rain, power at Puntamba 
For now, farmers in village that sparked Maharashtra-wide strike get by with odd jobs

Vikas Pathak

Puntamba (Ahmednagar)

Free run: Deer trample on crops at Puntamba village in
Maharashtra on Monday. * R.V. MOORTHY

Hours after the Congress
denied its vice-president
Rahul Gandhi had met the
Chinese envoy to India, even
describing it as fake news, it
admitted that such a meet-
ing had indeed taken place.
But not before it had per-
suaded the Chinese embassy
to delete from its website the
news item that said the two
men had discussed “current
Sino-India relations”.

The initial opacity sur-
rounding the meeting, com-
ing as it did against the back-
drop of an India-China
stand-off on the border,
even provided some TV
channels the opportunity to
cast doubts on Mr. Gandhi’s
motives in meeting the
Chinese envoy, as Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
leapt into the fray to criticise
him. The Congress contin-
ued to dither. First, the
party’s communication chief

Randeep Surjewala tweeted:
“Before MEA & IB sources
plant news with ‘bhakts’,
they should re-verify that we
still have diplomatic rela-
tions with all our neigh-
bours”. Former party MP
Ramya, who heads the
party’s social media cell,
joined in with this tweet:
“Even if Congress V-P had
met the Chinese Ambas-
sador, I don’t see it as an
issue.”

Eventually, Mr. Surjewala
confirmed the meetings had
taken place: “Be it the

Chinese Ambassador [Luo
Zhaohui] or Bhutanese Am-
bassador [Vetsop Namgyel]
or former National Security
Adviser Shiv Shankar
Menon, Rahul Gandhi met
all three of them. Nobody
should try to sensationalise
such normal courtesy calls,”
he said, adding, “various
Ambassadors and envoys
keep meeting the Congress
president and vice-president
from time to time.” 

Mr. Surjewala was making
up for the gaffe earlier in the
day when, in a series of
tweets, he denied media re-
ports on Mr. Gandhi’s meet-
ing with the Chinese envoy,
and castigated “fake news”. 

At the official briefing in
the evening, Congress leader
Manish Tewari, while re-
peating that the meeting
with the Chinese envoy had
taken place, in keeping with
past practice, trained his
guns on the Modi govern-
ment on the issue. 

Party initially denied Rahul met with Chinese envoy 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A day of contradictions
for the Congress

Rahul Gandhi

The Army is not expected to
seek any immediate flag
meeting with Chinese field
commanders to resolve the
Dokalam border standoff.
The reversal of its stand is a
clear recognition of the fact
that the dispute can be re-
solved only through high-
level political intervention.

The standoff, in the tri-junc-
tion of Sikkim, Bhutan and
Tibet, has now entered its
fourth week, even as China
has ratcheted up its rhetoric
in an unusual way. 

Early attempts
During the early days of the
standoff, the Indian Army re-
peatedly requested for flag
meetings, in the hope of

resolving the dispute at the
local level.

However, on Monday,
senior Army officers ruled
out any immediate flag meet-
ings. The move comes even
as the two sides failed to
achieve any diplomatic or
political breakthrough —
there has only been a brief
handshake between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and

Chinese President Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the G20
summit.

“There is no belligerence
or no barrel pointing. There
is a state of stalemate on the
ground. Diplomacy has to
takeover. The issue is now at
the highest levels,” a defence
source said on Monday.

Pointing out that there are
mechanisms such as the Spe-

Dokalam plateau, which was
physically blocked by Indian
troops in the area triggering
the present standoff.

Since then, both sides
have pitched tents and are fa-
cing each other. Nearly In-
dian 300 soldiers are facing a
slightly lower strength of
Chinese troops. They are
100-150 metres from each
other.

cial Representatives to deal
with such issues, the source
said flag meetings would
yield nothing at this stage.
“As far as troops are con-
cerned, they cannot take any
decision. There is no point in
having a flag meeting,” he
added.

On June 16, Chinese
troops tried to construct a
road through the disputed

Army rules out further lag meetings to end standof
‘As far as the troops are concerned, they cannot take any decision. There is no point in holding such meetings’

Dinakar Peri

New Delhi

Rashtriya Janata Dal lead-
ers said here on Monday
that there was no instabil-
ity in the grand alliance
government despite the
BJP’s sustained efforts. 

“Both Lalu Prasad and
Nitish Kumar had a tele-
phonic conversation on
Sunday ... Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi too spoke to
Mr. Lalu Prasad,” party
leader Jagadanand Singh
said.

“At the meeting, the
party basically deliberated
on three issues — the de-
teriorating political situ-
ation in the country, the
presidential election and
the party’s proposed anti-
BJP rally on August 27.
Leaders were asked to gear
up to make the mega rally
a grand success,” Bihar Fin-
ance Minister Abdul Bari
Siddiqui said.

“Lalu Prasad has been
targeted earlier too,” he
said. 

The JD(U) called a meet-
ing of all party legislators
and leaders on Tuesday.
Party Rajya Sabha member
Sharad Yadav has come out
in support of Mr. Prasad.

Grand
alliance
intact: RJD
Special Correspondent

PatnaYogesh Prajapati from
Valsad told a TV channel
that he and others had
visited the Amarnath shrine
two days ago and had gone
to Srinagar for a day. 

“We left Srinagar around
5 p.m. on Monday and were
on the way to Katra. When
we reached near Batengo, a
police jeep in front of us
was fired upon. We were
caught in the crossfire. The
firing continued for five
minutes and the driver
drove through a hail of
bullets and we reached the
base camp at Anantnag.” 

Through a
hail of bullets
Special COrrespondent

New Delhi
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Amid increasing rhetoric
between India and China
over the border standoff, the
Malabar Exercise 2017
among the naval forces of In-
dia, Japan and the United
States began here on
Monday.

A senior U.S. Navy officer
said the U.S. participation in
the exercises indicated the
country’s interests in mari-
time security in the region,
even as the Chinese govern-
ment hoped that the Malabar
Exercise was not targeted at
any specific country.

Enhancing bonhomie
Senior officers of the three
navies denied that the exer-
cise was aimed at China.
Vice-Admiral H.C.S. Bisht,
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Naval Com-

mand, said, “Malabar is not
to send a message to any spe-
cific country. The underlying
theme of Malabar is to under-
stand each other’s standard
operating procedures and
each other’s ways of working
better, to enhance ca-
maraderie and bonhomie.”

“As far as the United States
Navy is concerned, we see In-
dia as a regional and global
power and therefore India
should have a regional and
global link,” Rear Admiral
William D. Byrne Jr., Com-
mander, Carrier Strike Group
11, said a press conference on
board INS Jalashwa at the
Chennai port.

Maritime security
“The strength of the Navy is
important to us because the
United States has interests in
the Indian Ocean and our
participation in Malabar’17

and past Malabars indicate
our interests in maritime se-
curity in the Indo-Asia Pacific
region,” Rear Admiral Byrne
said.

He said the strategic mes-
sage to China from this exer-
cise would be the same that
“we are sending to Canada,
the Republic of Korea, or to
Australia and that is — oper-
ating in the sea together is a

good thing.” He also said that
this exercise would be a great
example for the whole
world.

Pointing out that this was
the 21st edition of such an ex-
ercise, Vice-Admiral Bisht
said the planning for the cur-

rent one began a year ago.
“The standoff [in Sikkim]

that you are talking of has
nothing to do with Malabar.
This exercise is meant for en-
hancing interoperability, mu-
tual confidence, sharing of
best practices … therefore,
we should not read too much
into it,” he said.

The exercise, he said,
would be a deterrent for
those with nefarious designs
and non-state actors, but
primarily it was to enhance
interoperability and mutual
understanding.

95 aircraft, 16 ships
Earlier, Admiral Hiroshi
Yamamura of the Japanese
Maritime Defence Forces,
said it was a unique oppor-
tunity to enhance their oper-
ational capability in the In-
dian Ocean.

Malabar 2017 is one of the

largest joint exercises to be
held in the region. It will fea-
ture more than 95 aircraft, 16
ships and two submarines,
from the three countries. 

The exercise will also see a
wide range of professional
interactions during the har-
bour phase in Chennai which
began on Monday and will go
on until Wednesday. 

The sea phase will see a
large number of operational
activities between July 14 and
17.

The sea phase includes
submarine familiarisation,
air defence, medical evacu-
ation drills, surface warfare,
communication exercise,
and search and rescue
operations.

“The thrust of the exercise
at sea this year would be on
aircraft carrier operations,
air defence, anti-submarine
warfare (ASW), surface war-

fare, visit board search and
seizure (VBBS), joint man-
oeuvres and tactical proced-
ures,” a press release said.

The Indian Navy will fea-
ture its aircraft carrier, INS
Vikramaditya, with its air
wing, guided missile des-
troyer Ranvir, and its stealth
frigates and corvettes, in-
cluding one Sindhughosh
class submarine. 

The U.S. Navy will feature
ships from the Nimitz Carrier
Strike Group and other units
from the U.S. 7th Fleet. The
nuclear-powered warship
USS Nimitz will also take
part.

The Japanese Maritime
Self Defence Force will be
represented by JS Izumo, a
helicopter carrier with SH
60K helicopters and JS
Sazanami, a missile des-
troyer with SH 60K integral
helicopter.

Ships and planes arrive, it’s days of war games

All hands on the deck: Naval ships of India, the U.S. and Japan dock at Chennai port for the Malabar Exercise on Monday; (centre) a U.S. Navy man takes in the view; and (right) sailors walk on the deck of Japan’s missile destroyer JS Sazanami. * R. RAGU, AFP

T.K.Rohit

CHENNAI

<> The underlying

theme of Malabar is

to understand each

other’s SOPs
H.C.S. Bisht, Vice-Admiral 

The three participating navies say
Malabar Exercise not targeted at China

U.S. Rear Admiral says the exercise will
help India achieve a global link

Japanese Admiral says chance to
enhance operational capability

Vice-Admiral Bisht says the exercise is
for enhancing interoperability

There was no sign of fugitive
businessman Vijay Mallya in
the Supreme Court on
Monday — the day reserved
for deciding his punishment
for contempt of court. 

In May, the Supreme
Court had found him guilty
of wilful disobedience of its
order to come clean about
his assets so that the banks
could recover his loans of
₹9,200 crore.

Hid transaction 
The court also found
through the banks that Mr.
Mallya had not disclosed a
sum of $40 million (₹600
crore) received from British
liquor major Diageo Plc fol-
lowing his resignation as
Chairman of United Spirits
Ltd. 

Mr. Mallya explained that
the money was disbursed

among his three adult chil-
dren. 

When the case came up
for hearing, State Bank of In-
dia consortium’s counsel
Robin Ratnakar David, in-
formed the Bench of Justices
A.K. Goel and U.U. Lalit that
the notice of contempt was
duly served through the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.

The court has scheduled a
hearing on July 14. 

Mallya fails to appear
in Supreme Court
Case hearing rescheduled for July 14

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Vijay Mallya

Following the liberation of
Mosul from the control of
the Islamic State (IS) fight-
ers, India on Monday began
the process of locating 39 of
its nationals who were kid-

napped in that city in 2014. 
Minister of State for Ex-

ternal Affairs V.K. Singh flew
to Iraq to oversee the opera-
tion. Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh spoke to
Minister Sushma Swaraj on
Monday on the issue.

V.K. Singh in Iraq to
trace 39 Indians
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Spelling relief to over 50,000
aspirants, the Supreme
Court on Monday lifted its
stay on admissions to the
prestigious Indian Institutes
of Technology (IIT) across
the country.

On July 7, the court had
ordered a freeze on the pro-
cess, taking prima facie ex-
ception to the grant of bonus
marks to all candidates who

had appeared in the IIT JEE
(Advanced) 2017 examina-
tion. These extra marks were
given to compensate for
wrong questions in two of
the papers, irrespective of
whether a candidate had
given answers to them or
not.

However, on Monday, a
Bench led by Justice Dipak
Misra said the court was not
inclined to interfere, while
vacating the stay order,

which had affected students
who were in the middle of
counselling sessions.

Asking the High Courts
not to entertain petitions re-

garding this issue to “avoid
any confusion” in future, the
court issued a warning to the
IIT authorities that such
“kinds of errors in printing
and framing of questions
should not happen again”.

Making the right choice
Objecting to the lifting of the
stay, counsel Kapil Sibal and
Sanjay Hegde argued that the
allegation that the questions
were “wrong” was not right. 

aspirant Aishwarya Agarwal,
who had taken the exam. Ms.
Agarwal had argued that a
blanket award of 18 bonus
marks to all candidates,
across the board, was both
“arbitrary and wrong.”

“To award these marks to
all candidates irrespective of
whether or not they they had
even attempted to answer
these questions is arbitrary
and violative,” the petition
contended.

Mr. Sibal said these ques-
tions had multiple answers,
and any one of the multiple
choices would be the right
one.Taking strong exception
to the authorities’ view that
counselling for the admis-
sions should continue, Mr.
Hegde submitted, “My child
will go to the wrong IIT just
because somebody in some
office wants to shut the file.”

The stay order was passed
on a writ petition filed by IIT

IIT hopefuls elated as SC lifts stay on admissions
Court warns against repeating “errors in printing and framing of questions”, tells HCs not to entertain pleas on the issue

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj on Monday
took on Pakistan for not
granting a visa to the mother
of the former Indian naval
official Kulbhushan Jadhav,
currently in custody in
Pakistan after having been
convicted of espionage and
terrorist activities. 

The Minister’s series of

tweets raised the issue even
as she reassured Pakistani
citizens seeking visas to In-
dia for medical reasons.

“I wrote a personal letter
to Mr. Sartaj Aziz for the
grant of her [ Jadhav’s
mother] visa to Pakistan. 

However, Mr. Aziz has not
shown the courtesy even to
acknowledge my letter,” Ms.
Swaraj tweeted. 

She said a visa application

was pending for Indian na-
tional Avantika Jadhav who
wants to meet her son in
Pakistan.

In another tweet, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister said,
“I have my sympathies for all
Pakistan nationals seeking
medical visa for their treat-
ment in India. All that we re-
quire is his [Sartaj Aziz] re-
commendation for the grant
of medical visa to Pakistan

nationals.” Mr Jadhav, 46,
was allegedly arrested by
Pakistani authorities in the
Balochistan last year. 

He has been sentenced to
death by a Pakistan military
court on charges of espion-
age and terrorism.

India has made more than
a dozen requests for consu-
lar access to Mr. Jadhav
which Pakistan has not gran-
ted so far. 

Minister slams Aziz silence on visa 
She had written to Pak. envoy for a visa for Kulbhushan Jadhav’s mother 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed the ap-
peals of two doctors and
four policemen, including
an IPS officer, challenging
their conviction by the Bom-
bay High Court in the 2002
Bilkis Bano case. 

While rejecting their ap-
peals a bench of Justices S.A.
Bobde and L. Nageswara
Rao said there was “clear-
cut evidence” against them
and the trial court had un-
reasonably acquitted them.

“You all have been un-

reasonably acquitted by the
trial court in the case des-
pite there being clear-cut
evidence against you,” the
Bench said while dismissing
three appeals.

The Bombay High Court
had on May 4 reversed the
trial court verdict acquitting
IPS officer R.S. Bhagora, cur-
rently serving in Gujarat,
and others, and upheld the
conviction of 11 people (one
convict is dead) in the Bilkis
Bano gang rape and murder
case.

One policeman Idris Ab-
dul Sayed has not appealed

against his conviction.
Counsel for Bhagora said

he was unnecessarily caught
in the web of circumstances
and had no direct role in the
incident.

Court’s refusal
The bench, however, re-
fused to go into the matter
saying Bhagora was the su-
pervising officer in the case
and everything happened
“under his nose”.

Advocate Shobha, ap-
pearing for Bikis Bano, op-
posed the appeals of the
convicts.

The High Court bench
had convicted seven persons
— five policemen and two
doctors — under Sections 218
(not performing their duties)
and Section 201 (tampering
of evidence) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). The apex
court had on May 30 refused
to stay the conviction of
Bhagora.

A vacation bench of
Justices A.K. Sikri and
Deepak Gupta said there
was no urgency for hearing
the matter as the convicted
officer had already under-
gone the sentence.

SC dismisses appeals of 4 cops, 2 doctors 
They had challenged their conviction by the Bombay HC in the 2002 Bilkis Bano case

Press Trust of India

New Delhi 
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Cardinal Pell back home
to face assault charges

SYDNEY 

Cardinal George Pell, the

most senior Vatican cleric

ever to be charged in a sex

abuse scandal returned to

Australia on Monday to stand

trial in his home State of

Victoria on charges that he

sexually assaulted people. AP

ELSEWHERE

Respite for Palestinians
in northern West Bank
WEST BANK 

Israeli and Palestinian officials

have signed a rare agreement

to provide additional

electricity to Palestinian

residents of the northern

West Bank. Under Monday’s

deal, Israel’s national electric

company will sell an

additional 60 megawatts of

electricity to the power-

starved Jenin. AP

U.S. has apologised for
Taiwan gaffe, says China
BEIJING

China said on Monday that

the United States apologised

after Beijing officially

protested a White House

statement that mistakenly

described Xi Jinping as the

president of the "Republic of

China". The Republic of China

is the official name for

Taiwan, which Beijing claims

is a breakaway province. AFP

Fire ravages building in
London’s popular market
LONDON

Seventy fire-fighters battled

a large fire in a building

housing many boutique shops

in London's popular Camden

Lock Market in the early hours

of Monday. The emergency

services said it had sent 10

fire engines and that the

blaze was under control

within three hours with no

casualties. AFP

A joint investigation team
( JIT) tasked with investigat-
ing the assets of Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and his family has recom-
mended that a corruption
case be registered against
Mr. Sharif, his sons Hussain
and Hassan, and daughter
Maryam.

The JIT in its report re-
commended that the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
prepare a corruption refer-
ence against the Sharifs.

“Failure on the part of all
respondents [Nawaz Sharif
and children] to produce the
requisite information con-
firming ‘known sources of
income’ is prima facie tan-
tamount to not being able to
justify assets and means of
income,” said the report.

The accusations against
the Sharifs were first repor-
ted in 1996 by the British
media, which claimed that
the family had purchased
four flats costing millions of
pounds in London’s Park
Lane using laundered
money. The government of
Benazir Bhutto filed a case
against Mr. Sharif, but it was
not pursued after he re-
turned to power in 1997.

Disproportionate assets
The damning report also
claimed that a significant
disparity existed between
the known and declared
sources of income, and the
wealth actually accumulated
by the Sharifs. 

“The financial structure
and health of companies in
Pakistan having linkage to
the Respondents also do not
substantiate the wealth of
the Respondents,” it said,
going on to add: “The role of
off-shore companies is critic-
ally important as several off-
shore companies... have

been identified to be linked
with their businesses in U.K.
while conducting this invest-
igation. These companies
were mainly used for inflow
of funds into U.K.-based
companies; which not only
acquired expensive proper-
ties in U.K. from such funds
but also revolve these funds
amongst their companies of
U.K., KSA [Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia], UAE and Pakistan.”

The probe team said the
companies owned by the
Sharifs in Britain were loss-
making entities, which heav-
ily engaged in revolving of
funds. They were used to
justify the ownership of
these expensive properties.

Maryam, who was widely
tipped to succeed her father
in the future, had earlier
claimed that she was only a
trustee owner of the off-
shore companies. But the JIT
claimed that she was a bene-
ficial owner.

Opposition parties re-
acted to the revelations by
demanding the Prime Minis-
ter’s resignation. Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party leader
Imran Khan said Mr. Sharif
had lost the moral authority
to continue in office. “He is

now proven to be a culprit.
No one will accept his au-
thority,” Mr. Khan said.

‘JIT went overboard’
The government, however,
rejected the report, terming
it a mere stack of papers.
“The allegations are not
new. Supreme Court tasked
the JIT to answer 13 ques-
tions but JIT went over-
board. Our lawyers are ex-
amining the report and will
give a detailed reply later,”
Ahsan Iqbal, the Minister of
Planning and one of Mr.
Sharif ’s close aides, said. He
also rejected calls for the
Prime Minister’s resignation.

Meanwhile, in develop-
ments that could spell more
trouble for the Prime Minis-
ter, the Supreme Court has
ordered that a case be re-
gistered against Zafar Hijazi,
the chief of the Securities
and Exchange Commission,
for tampering with the re-
cords of the family business
of the Sharifs.

The top court also
slapped a contempt notice
on a reporter of an English
daily for contacting a judge
and misreporting the facts of
the JIT probe.

File graft case against
Nawaz, children: JIT
Opposition parties call for Prime Minister’s resignation

In the dock: The probe team claimed there was a signiicant
disparity between the declared sources of income 
and the wealth accumulated by the Sharifs. * AP

Mubashir Zaidi

Karachi

President Donald Trump’s
eldest son changed his ac-
count over the weekend of a
meeting he had with a Rus-
sian lawyer during the 2016
campaign, saying on Sunday
that the woman told him she
had information about
Democratic Party presiden-
tial nominee Hillary Clinton. 

A statement from Donald
Trump Jr. one day earlier
made no mention of Ms.
Clinton. In his initial depic-
tion of the meeting last June,
the President’s son said the
discussion focused on a dis-
banded program that used
to allow American adoptions
of Russian children. 

It appeared that Trump Jr.
shifted his account of the
meeting after being presen-
ted with additional informa-
tion from The New York
Times, which first reported
both the discussion and the
prospect of negative inform-
ation about Ms. Clinton. 

The meeting with Krem-
lin-linked lawyer Natalia
Veselnitskaya is the earliest
known private meeting
between key aides to the
president and a Russian.
Federal and congressional
investigators are probing
whether Trump’s campaign

coordinated with Russia to
meddle in the presidential
election, investigations the
president has called a
“hoax”. 

Kushner also present 
Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-
in-law and White House
senior adviser, and then-
campaign chairman Paul
Manafort also attended the
meeting with Ms. Veselnit-

skaya. The Times, citing ad-
visers to the White House
who were briefed on the dis-
cussion, said that Trump Jr.
agreed to the meeting with
the lawyer after being prom-
ised damaging information
about Ms. Clinton. 

In his statement on
Sunday, Trump Jr. said he
was asked by an acquaint-
ance he knew from the 2013
Miss Universe pageant to

have a meeting with a per-
son he was told might have
information that would be
“helpful” to the Trump cam-
paign. He said he was not
told the name of the person
ahead of the meeting. 

Trump Jr. said the attor-
ney claimed during the dis-
cussion to have information
that “individuals connected
to Russia were funding the
Democratic National Com-
mittee” and supporting Ms.
Clinton. 

“No details or supporting
information was provided or
even offered,” Trump Jr.
said. “It quickly became
clear that she had no mean-
ingful information.” 

On Saturday, Trump Jr.
had described the same
gathering as a “short intro-
ductory meeting” during
which the three discussed a
program that used to allow
U.S. citizens to adopt Rus-
sian children. Russia ended
the adoptions in response to
American sanctions brought
against the nation following
the 2009 death of an im-
prisoned lawyer who spoke
about a corruption scandal. 

Mark Corallo, a spokes-
man for Trump’s legal team,
said only, “The president
was not aware of and did not
attend the meeting.” 

Trump Jr. changes account of meeting
Says he met Kremlin-linked lawyer as she claimed to have information on Hillary

Associated Press

WASHINGTON 

Syrian troops and Iranian-
backed militias launched an
assault on Bedouin villages
in southeast Syria on
Monday to consolidate con-
trol of a swathe of desert
stretching to the Iraqi bor-
der, Western-backed rebels
said.

The rebels said they had
came under attack at dawn
in a sparsely populated
desert area that lies east of
the pro-government con-
trolled city of Sweida, which
is mainly inhabited by the
Druze minority.

The air and ground of-
fensive, backed by Russian

air power, was waged on
eight villages from Tal Asfar
to Tlul al Shuhaib that had
been seized at the end of
March by Free Syrian Army
(FSA) rebels from Islamic
State after the hardline milit-
ants had retreated to re-
group further north.

Biggest operation
“This is the biggest attack by
the regime and on the vil-
lages of eastern Sweida.
They have used all types of
weapons from aerial bomb-
ing to artillery and an unpre-
cedented ground offensive,”
said Mohammad Adnan,
spokesman of Jaish Ahrar al
Ashaer, a rebel group com-

posed of tribal fighters oper-
ating in the border area with
Jordan. “In the years when
Daesh controlled these area,
the army never clashed with
them,” Mr. Adnan added.

The rugged desert area is
mainly inhabited by Bedouin
tribes who have long defied
government authority. Many
of them make up the main
rebel groups based in the
area. 

The area is not part of the
U.S. and Russian-brokered
ceasefire for southwest Syria
that came into effect on
Sunday in the first peace-
making effort of the war by
the U.S. government under
President Donald Trump.

Syrian Army, militias attack FSA 
Attempt to wrest back control of villages near Sweida
Reuters

BEIRUT

The United States is start-
ing to rebuild trust that was
lost in its relationship with
key NATO ally Turkey after
a series of disputes, Secret-
ary of State Rex Tillerson
said Monday after meetings
with Turkish leaders.

Mr. Tillerson had held
several hours of talks the
day earlier with President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in
Istanbul, hoping to smooth
out the two countries’ ties.

He acknowledged that
the United States’ relation-
ship with Turkey had
“been under some stress
for some time”.

“I hope we are begin-
ning to put it on the
mend,” he told staff mem-
bers at the U.S. consulate
in Istanbul in a speech to
wrap up his two-day visit.

Turkey’s relations with
Washington plummeted in
the final months of Barack
Obama’s administration
but Ankara has hoped for
an improvement under
President Donald Trump.

Ties eroded
But ties are still being
eroded by disputes ranging
from Syria to the extradi-
tion of the alleged organ-
iser of last year’s failed
coup to the fate of a U.S.
pastor jailed in Turkey
since October.

Mr. Tillerson, a former
Exxon Mobil chief, said he
believed that each time he
met Mr. Erdogan “things
are getting a little better in
terms of the tone between
us”.

“I think we’re beginning
to rebuild some of that
trust that we lost in one an-
other, they lost our trust to
a certain extent, we lost
theirs.”

But Turkey is furious
that Mr. Trump has contin-
ued and even expanded
Mr. Obama’s policy of sup-
porting the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units
as the main fighting force
on the ground in Syria
against Islamic State
jihadists.

Tillerson 
in Turkey 
to rebuild 
‘lost trust’
Agence France-Presse

Istanbul

The Kremlin on Monday
disavowed knowledge of
a Russian lawyer meeting
with Trump senior staff. 

Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Monday
that the Kremlin was
unaware of a meeting
between Trump’s senior
staff and Russian lawyer
Natalia Veselnitskaya, and
added that the Russian
government did not know
who Ms. Veselnitskaya is. 

The New York Times

reported that Ms.
Veselnitskaya is known
for her attempts to
undercut the sanctions
against Russian human
rights abusers. 

Kremlin says it wasn’t
aware of meeting
Associated Press

WASHINGTON 

Natalia Veselnitskaya

Chinese doctors worked ur-
gently on Monday to save
critically ill Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, as
the government hardened its
position against growing
pleas to allow China’s best-
known political prisoner to
leave for treatment overseas. 

A stark update issued by
Mr. Liu’s hospital said he was
suffering from poor kidney
function and bleeding in the

liver from metastasising tu-
mours. It heightened pres-
sure on Beijing, which has
resisted appeals from several
nations to let Mr. Liu and his
family go. A Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Geng Shuang,
asked other countries at a
daily news briefing “to re-
spect China’s national sover-
eignty and refrain from in-
terfering in its domestic
affairs due to an individual
case”. 

On Monday, the office of

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel asked Beijing for a
“signal of humanity for Liu
Xiaobo and his family”. 

International attention
Mr. Liu’s health has been the
subject of international at-
tention after news emerged
in late June that he was suf-
fering from late-stage liver
cancer. 

Supporters and Western
governments urged China to
allow Mr. Liu to choose

where he wanted to be
treated and to release him.
Beijing has so far resisted,
citing Mr. Liu’s fragile health
and arguing that he is receiv-
ing the best possible care in
China. 

Mr. Liu was convicted in
2009 of inciting subversion
for his role in the “Charter
08” movement calling for
political reform. 

He was awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize a year later
while in prison. 

Pressure increases on Beijing to let Nobel laureate seek treatment outside China

Associated Press

Beijing

Liu Xiaobo in critical condition: hospital 

A British court on Monday
began re-examining the case
of a terminally ill baby
whose life support is due to
be withdrawn at a London
hospital, after Pope Francis
and U.S. President Donald
Trump intervened in the
case.

Great Ormond Street Hos-
pital last week said it had re-
ceived “claims of new evid-
ence” that 11-month-old
Charlie Gard could be
treated for his disease and
has asked a court to rule on
how to proceed.

Gard’s parents, who sub-
mitted a petition of over
3,50,000 signatures de-
manding that they be al-
lowed to take him to the U.S.
for treatment, attended the
hearing at the High Court in
London. Pope Francis, last
week, expressed his support
for the baby’s parents and
said he hoped doctors
would allow them to “care
for their child until the end”.

Bambino Gesu, a Vatican-
run hospital in Rome, has
since offered to treat Gard
and sent medical advice sug-

gesting that treatment could
be possible.

Helping hand from U.S.
Mr. Trump also waded into
the debate last week, tweet-
ing that the U.S. “would be
delighted” to help. A U.S.
doctor has also proposed
treatment for Gard.

The British hospital on
Friday had said it stood by
its opinion that Gard’s rare
form of mitochondrial dis-
ease, which causes progress-
ive muscle weakness in key
organs such as the heart,

was not treatable. Doctors
there believe Gard’s brain
damage is “severe and irre-
versible” and have said the
baby may be suffering, in
contradiction to the parents’
views.

But doctors said it was
“right to explore” any new
evidence and said they were
seeking the court’s view.

Gard’s parents have lost a
series of appeals in British
courts and the European
Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg and had no fur-
ther legal recourse.

Parents want to take him to U.S. for experimental treatment 

Agence France-Presse

London

U.K. court begins hearing
case of terminally ill baby 

Heart-rending: The Great Ormond Street Hospital have asked
the court to rule if it should withdraw the life support of
Charlie Gard or allow his parents to take him to the U.S. * AP

Britain’s High Court ruled
on Monday that U.K. arms
exports to Saudi Arabia are
not unlawful, after cam-
paigners argued the
weapons were used to viol-
ate international humanit-
arian law in bombing Ye-
men. “We have concluded
that the material decisions
of the secretary of state
were lawful. We therefore
dismiss the claim,” Lord
Justice Burnett said at the
court in London.

He added it was not es-
tablished that there was “a
clear risk that the items
might be used in the com-
mission of a serious viola-
tion of international human-
itarian law”.

Half the evidence presen-
ted in the case was heard in
secret after the government
argued it could not be heard
in public for national secur-
ity reasons.

Appeal on the cards
Campaign Against Arms
Trade, the non-profit organ-
isation behind the legal
challenge, said that they are
pursuing an appeal. Am-
nesty International de-

scribed the ruling as a
“deadly blow for Yemenis”,
while Save the Children said
the evidence showing the
Saudi-led coalition had re-
peatedly violated interna-
tional humanitarian law in
Yemen “is overwhelming”.

“It has been documented
by UN reports, by aid
groups on the ground and
by credible human rights or-
ganisations," it said.

Massive devastation
For the past two years, Ye-
men has been plunged into
a civil war between Shia
Houthi rebels and govern-
ment forces backed by a
Saudi-led Arab military co-
alition. 

The World Health Organ-
ization estimates that more
than 8,000 people have
been killed in the conflict —
most of them civilians. The
UN Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs
has described Yemen as the
“largest humanitarian crisis
in the world”.

Mark Goldring, Oxfam's
chief executive said that des-
pite the ruling in its favour,
“there is a clear moral case
for the government to sus-
pend its sales”.

U.K. arms exports to
Saudis lawful: court 
A deadly blow for Yemenis: Amnesty

Agence France-Presse

London

Russia’s Bolshoi Theatre was
battling to calm a storm of
speculation on Monday after
cancelling the world
premiere of a ballet about
star dancer Rudolf Nureyev
just three days before open-
ing night. 

The ballet was to open on
Tuesday at the legendary
Moscow theatre, with a bevy
of international critics in the
audience. But on Saturday
the Bolshoi said the
premiere had been post-
poned and no future date
had been set.

‘Poor performances’
On Monday, the theatre’s
general director Vladimir
Urin announced that the
premiere would now be
held on May 4, telling a
packed news conference
that he and artistic director
Makhar Vaziev had pulled
the show because of poor
performances in rehearsals.

“In terms of the quality of
the ballet, we realised it was
bad,” Mr. Urin said, adding
that the management was
“completely despondent”.
But a rehearsal on Saturday
nonetheless showed a “very

serious leap in quality”, he
said, and the ballet will now
have its premiere on May 4.

The ballet has been hotly
anticipated given Mr.
Nureyev’s legacy, after his
defection to the West and
his death from an AIDS-re-
lated illness in 1993.

It was created by one of
Russia’s most innovative
theatre and film directors,
Kirill Serebrennikov, whose
home and Moscow theatre
were recently searched in a
probe into alleged embez-
zlement of state funds.

Rumours have swirled
that Mr. Urin was furious at
the show’s artistic content —
reportedly featuring nudity
and male dancers in drag —
or that he received a call
from government officials to
pull the show.

Bolshoi theatre tries
to quell scandal
It had halted ballet on Rudolf Nureyev

Agence France-Presse

Moscow

Rudolf Nureyev
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BUSINESS

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 10

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.33. . . . . . . 64.65

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 73.24. . . . . . . 73.61

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.87. . . . . . . 83.29

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 56.36. . . . . . . 56.65

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.45. . . . . . . . . 9.50

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.52. . . . . . . 66.85

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.42. . . . . . . 46.66

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 49.75. . . . . . . 50.00

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.97. . . . . . . 15.06

Source:Indian Bank

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1628.10. . . . . . . 18.75

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374.95. . . . . . . . . 3.35

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 254.40. . . . . . . . . 0.95

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1127.75. . . . . . . 12.30

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 709.40. . . . . . . 12.35

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 509.95. . . . . . . . . 6.80

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2730.65. . . . . . . 22.40

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 166.60. . . . . . . . . 6.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405.70. . . . . . . 19.80

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23890.00. . . . . 304.70

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 664.65. . . . . . . . . 0.70

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 549.20. . . . . . . . . 2.05

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258.80. . . . . . . . . 7.70

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2726.20. . . . . . . 20.80

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27931.30. . . . . . . 79.05

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366.00. . . . . . . . . 7.05

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 849.65. . . . . . . 17.75

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1638.85. . . . . . . . . 9.70

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1676.35. . . . . . . . . 9.15

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3731.00. . . . . . . 49.35

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195.80. . . . . . . . . 0.90

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1096.25. . . . . . . . -1.45

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1069.45. . . . . . . . . 4.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291.45. . . . . . . . . 1.75

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1560.35. . . . . . . 34.05

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 410.30. . . . . . . . . 5.95

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 957.05. . . . . . . 21.65

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 383.45. . . . . . . . . 1.20

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333.30. . . . . . . . -1.00

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 968.00. . . . . . . . . 3.30

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1732.15. . . . . . . 27.75

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1148.85. . . . . . . 31.55

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1367.40. . . . . . . . -8.60

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7430.45. . . . . . . . -2.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160.05. . . . . . . . . 1.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162.40. . . . . . . . . 2.80

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 211.35. . . . . . . . . 1.90

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1492.85. . . . . . . . . 1.70

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285.55. . . . . . . . . 5.45

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 563.70. . . . . . . 14.70

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446.95. . . . . . . 10.10

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 268.15. . . . . . . . . 3.15

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83.45. . . . . . . . . 1.75

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559.35. . . . . . . . . 6.00

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2434.95. . . . . 103.00

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 384.10. . . . . . . . . 4.10

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4135.15. . . . . . . 38.25

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260.70. . . . . . . . . 3.60

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268.25. . . . . . . 10.55

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1512.90. . . . . . . . . 7.15

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 505.75. . . . . . . . -1.60

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

July 10 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 38.10. . . . . (39.60)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,644. . . . . (2,688)

market watch

10-07-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,716 ddddddddddddddd1.13

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.53 ddddddddddddddd0.10

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 28,780 ddddddddddddd-0.41

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 47.15 ddddddddddddddd1.02

India’s ONGC Videsh will bid
in an upcoming auction to
explore and develop gas
fields off the coast of Le-
banon, India’s oil minister
said on Monday.

ONGC Videsh, the over-
seas investment arm of In-
dia’s top explorer Oil and
Natural Gas Corp., is among
several companies pre-quali-
fied to bid for offshore ex-
ploration and production li-
cences from the Middle
Eastern nation.

Indian oil minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, leading a
delegation at the World Pet-
roleum Congress in Istanbul,
made the comment in a
tweet after meeting with Le-
banese Energy and Water
Minister Cesar Abou Khalil.

“The meeting was import-

ant in the context of ONGC
Videsh’s participation in the
upcoming bid round for off-
shore gas fields in Lebanon,”
Mr. Pradhan said.

The bidding process for
offshore blocks 1, 4, 8, 9 and
10, three of which border Is-

raeli waters, was postponed
for years because of political
paralysis in Lebanon until
the formation of a new gov-
ernment late last year.

Lebanon, along with
Cyprus, Israel and Egypt, sits
on the Levant basin in the

Mediterranean where gas
fields have been discovered
since 2009.

Other companies pre-
qualified to bid include
Qatar Petroleum, Britain-
based New Age African
Global Energy and Iran’s
Petropars.

U.S. crude purchase
India will import crude oil
from the U.S. for the first
time after Indian Oil Corp.
bought a cargo. 

The purchase comes after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the U.S. when
President Donald Trump
said his country looked for-
ward to exporting more en-
ergy products to India. 

Bharat Petroleum Corp.
Ltd. also planned to buy its
first ever U.S. crude oil cargo
and has issued a tender. 

ONGC Videsh to bid for Lebanon gas ield
Announcement follows Pradhan’s meeting with Lebanese Energy Minister
Reuters

NEW DELHI

Eyeing the Levant: Lebanon sits on the Levant basin in the
Mediterranean where gas ields have been discovered. * PTI

Passenger vehicle sales de-
clined 11% in June as dealers
tried to sell existing stocks
while avoiding picking up
new stocks from carmakers
ahead of the roll-out of GST.

According to data re-
leased by the Society of In-
dian Automobile Manufac-
turers (SIAM), domestic
passenger vehicle sales fell
by 11.2% to 1,98,399 units
from 2,23,454 a year earlier.

While car sales dropped
11.24% to 136,895 units, util-
ity vehicle sales fell 11.25% to
49,547 units and sales of
vans slid 10.7% to 11,957.

“We only report the
wholesale numbers,” SIAM
deputy director general
Sugato Sen said. “Dealers
were trying to eliminate ex-
isting stock and were not
picking up products as they
normally do…as a result we
saw the negative impact.”

Mr. Sen said the industry,
however, expects it to be
just a one-month phe-

nomenon. “Next month on-
wards things will move as
dealers will have to replen-
ish their stocks.”

Abdul Majeed, Partner,
Price Waterhouse said, “All
segments, except two wheel-
ers, have not grown mainly
due to customers postpon-
ing purchase of vehicles due
to uncertainty of pricing
post GST.” With consumers
expecting prices to decrease
across all segments under

GST “hopefully demand will
bounce back in the coming
months,” Mr. Majeed said.

In two-wheelers, both
scooters and motorcycles
posted gains. “With good
monsoon, hopes are that the
trend will continue,” Mr. Sen
said. While motorcycle sales
rose 2.18% to 9,64,269 units,
scooter sales jumped 10.6%
to 4,97,478 units. Overall,
two wheeler sales increased
4% to 15,27,049 units.

Dealers avoided new stocks ahead of the July 1 tax roll-out
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Waiting game: Customers postponed purchases due to
uncertainty over pricing post GST. 

Passenger vehicle sales dip 11%
as GST roils stocking, buying

On a day when the bench-
mark Sensex gained 355
points to close at a new high
of 31,715.64, the National
Stock Exchange saw a tech-
nical glitch halt trading oper-
ations for more than three
hours. The country’s largest
stock exchange was able to
resume trading in the third
attempt at about 12:30pm.

NSE, which accounts for
the majority share in both
equity and equity derivatives
segments, attributed the fail-
ure to a technical issue that
occurred during the pre-
open session at 9 am. Incid-
entally, the glitch comes at a
time when the exchange is in
the midst of a regulatory
probe related to co-location
and algorithmic trading.

“NSE cash market seg-
ment did not function nor-
mally due to technical prob-
lem at the opening today and
accordingly was closed...,”
said the exchange in a state-
ment. “Two attempts to re-
open the market were not

fully successful and finally at
the third attempt the market
was opened at 12.30 pm in
the cash and F&O (futures
and options) segments.”

It said that while the
equity and currency derivat-
ives segments were trading
normally, those were also
shut after informing market
participants. At the end of
the trading session, the Nifty
closed 105.25 points higher
at a new peak of 9,771.05.

The exchange saw a 70%
dip in its cash market
turnover while the equity de-
rivatives volume fell more
than ₹2 lakh crore when
compared with figures for
the recent days.

As per the NSE website,
the cash segment saw trad-
ing worth ₹6,255 crore on
Monday. This is lower than
the average daily turnover of
₹22,105 crore in June. In
April and May, the daily aver-
age turnover was pegged at
₹21,460 crore and ₹26,750
crore, respectively.

The F&O segment was hit
as well. Monday saw trading

worth ₹3.34 lakh crore. In
June, the average daily
turnover in the segment was
₹5.45 lakh crore. April and
May saw a daily turnover of
₹5.26 lakh crore and ₹5.40
lakh crore, respectively.

Gains for BSE
Rival BSE gained at NSE’s ex-
pense on Monday as the
former saw total trading
worth ₹9,919.37, which is
much more than numbers

for most of the recent days
when volumes were a little
over ₹3,000 crore.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India also is-
sued a statement that the
NSE is facing a technical
glitch and that the regulator
is “closely monitoring the
situation.” 

Interestingly, while the
regulator has clearly stated
the framework for exchanges
to follow in the case of a flash

crash, there are no standard
operating procedures for in-
stances of “technical glitch”
when only one of the ex-
changes faces an issue. On
Monday, this helped BSE
continue trading even as NSE
remained suspended.

“There is a need to have a
clear framework as is the
case with a flash crash,” said
Sandeep Parekh of Finsec
Law Advisors. “In the case of
technical glitch, however,
other exchanges should be
allowed to operate so as to
meet the market demand. A
clear framework will remove
uncertainties from the minds
of the traders and investors,”
said the former ED of SEBI.

This, however, is not the
first such instance. There
have been a few occasions in
2014 when the BSE faced a
similar glitch while the NSE
continued operations. Many
overseas exchanges have also
experienced such trading
halts due to technical issues.

Meanwhile, NSE has said
that the matter is being ex-
amined by the exchange’s in-

ternal technical team and ex-
ternal vendors, to analyse
and identify the cause which
led to the issue and to sug-
gest solutions to prevent
recurrence.

NSE to submit report
In a statement, SEBI said that
it has directed NSE to submit
a report on the matter and
also the measures it plans to
take to avoid such recur-
rences. It has also directed
the exchange to review its
Business Continuity Plans.

NSE also clarified that it
did not shift trading to the
Business Continuity Plan-
ning or Disaster Recovery
sites since those are invoked
only during some form of
disaster, hardware failure or
connectivity issues whereas
preliminary assessment on
Monday indicated a software
problem. “The system was
expected to be rectified
quickly and shifting to the
BCP site would have taken
longer,” it said, adding that
the glitch was not related to
any kind of cyberattack.

Technical glitch halts NSE trading for 3 hours
Exchange saw 70% dip in cash market turnover; equity derivative volumes shrank by ₹2 lakh crore from earlier averages

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Future vigilance: SEBI has asked NSE to detail how it plans to
avoid recurrence and to review its Business Continuity Plans.

On a day when the bench-
mark Sensex and Nifty
closed at record highs,
shares of IDFC Ltd. fell
5.68% to close at ₹56.5.
IDFC Bank, however, man-
aged to post a marginal
gain of 0.69% to ₹65.20.

While shares of Shriram
Transport Finance fell
3.33% to ₹1,054.35, Shri-
ram City Union Finance de-
clined 5.56% to ₹2,349.2.
Incidentally, the combined
market capitalisation of
₹39,415 crore of the two en-
tities of the Shriram Group,
is more than that of the
two IDFC entities — IDFC
Ltd. and IDFC Bank —
pegged at ₹31,192 crore.

On Saturday, the groups
announced a merger pro-
posal and entered into ex-
clusive talks for 90 days.

Investment advisor S.P.
Tulsian said that there was
absence of clarity on the
proposed deal in terms of
the swap ratio and finer
deal details.

IDFC shares
fall on talks
of merger
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Shipping Ministry on
Monday said it has set up a
committee to examine
cruise tourism reforms. 

The committee will con-
sider a single window sys-
tem for cruise require-
ments, dedicated approach
road for cruise terminals,
reducing security layer for
passengers and other
measures.

The Ministry had hired a
global consultant to firm up
an action plan aimed at fa-
cilitating customer-friendly
and hassle-free logistics pro-
cess for the cruise tourism

industry. The Shipping Min-
istry shortlisted almost a
dozen proposals given by
the consultancy firm and
has asked the committee to
“work out the modalities”
for implementing these re-
commendations in a time-
bound manner.

“Single window system
for all pre-cruise require-
ments for cruise operators
like entry of vehicles, per-
sonnel and (tourist) guides,
electronically doing away
with checking of registra-
tion, licence papers of
vehicle at each time,” one of
the nine recommendations
listed by the Ministry said.

To consider reducing security layers

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Ministry forms panel
for cruise tourism

Gifts from employers to em-
ployees worth up to
₹50,000 will not attract
GST, nor will perquisites en-
joyed by employees as part
of the employment contract,
the Finance Ministry said on
Monday.

“Gifts of value more than
₹50,000/- made without
consideration are subject to
GST, when made in the
course or furtherance of
business,” the ministry ex-
plained, stressing that what
constitutes a gift has not
been defined in the GST law.

“This means that GST will

have to paid only in excep-
tional situations where gifts
are given on voluntary basis,
such as Diwali gifts to em-
ployees and that too if the

value is more than
₹50,000,” said Pratik Jain,
partner and leader (indirect
taxes) at PwC India, adding
that the industry was wor-
ried about this aspect. 

Perquisites
Since services provided by
an employee to a firm do not
constitute supply of goods or
services, there could be no
GST levied on anything
provided by employers as
part of the contractual
agreement with the em-
ployee, it said. Services that
employees enjoy such as
club membership will also
not be subject to GST.

Tax will also not apply to club membership as a perquisite

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

’GST will have to be paid on
gifts only in an exceptional
situation.’ * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

No GST on gifts to employees up to
₹50,000 and on perks in contract

In a reprieve for the Tata
group, the Bombay High
Court overturned its order
and ruled it cannot hear a
suit filed by minority
shareholders of the group
seeking ₹41,000 crore in
damages as a representat-
ive suit on behalf of all non-
promoter shareholders.

The suit, filed by share-
holders Pramod Shah and
five others, challenged
Cyrus Mistry’s removal as
chairman of the Tata
group, terming it “illegal,
motivated and malafide.”

The shareholders de-
manded more than
₹41,000 crore in damages
for themselves and all sim-
ilarly placed non-promoter
shareholders of the listed
group firms for “losses
suffered as a result.” 

The damages sought are
for losses due to a drop in
the share prices of eight
firms since the market clos-
ing on October 24 last year,
when Mr. Mistry was ous-
ted, to December 6, 2016.

HC relief 
for Tatas in
investor plea
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday asked
States to learn from each
others’ best practices to
overcome problems and
challenges faced by them.

Addressing Chief Secret-
aries of States and Union
Territories, Mr. Modi
stressed that improvement
in “ease of doing business”
would bring in greater in-
vestment in the States.

He said a team of young
officers from across States
should learn from best prac-
tices by visiting each State.
While top government offi-

cials, he said, had the vision
and capabilities to over-
come challenges, sharing of
experience was very import-
ant. He urged the States to
come out of silos and work
cohesively.

Mr. Modi said that junior
officers in States must spend
adequate time in field visits
so that they are aware first
hand of ground realities.

The PM emphasised the
importance of preserving
institutional memory, NITI
Aayog Vice Chairman
Arvind Panagariya said. The
PM also stressed maximum
use of Aadhaar to improve
governance.

‘States can attract more investment’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Modi exhorts States 
to share experiences 
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IN BRIEF

App unveiled to lower
interaction with taxman
NEW DELHI 

In an efort to minimise

chances of harassment by tax

assessing authorities, Union

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley

on Monday unveiled a new

online services module for

income-tax payers. The

application will reduce the

physical interface between

assessees and taxmen. It

includes tax calculation

tools, a live chat facility,

dynamic updates and links to

various processes of the I-T

department.

Reliance Group’s 
Mihan SEZ gets nod
MUMBAI

The Board of Approval for

SEZ has approved the

proposal of Reliance

Aerostructure Ltd. for the

development of the

Dhirubhai Ambani Aerospace

Park at Mihan SEZ in Nagpur.

A senior Reliance oicial

conirmed the development.

The park, spread over 289

acres, will become the

largest greenield aerospace

park in the country. The irst

phase will be spread over

104 acres and the second will

cover 185 acres.

AU Small Finance Bank
shares rise 51% on debut
NEW DELHI

Shares of AU Small Finance

Bank closed at a premium of

over 51% against the issue

price of ₹358 in debut trade

on Monday. The stock listed

at ₹525, relecting a gain of

46.64% over the issue price

on the BSE. During the day, it

zoomed 52.23% to ₹545. It

inally closed at ₹541.20, an

increase of 51.17%. On the

volume front, 392.58 lakh

shares were traded on the

BSE in the day. The bank’s

market valuation stands at

₹15,383.66 crore. PTI

Air India’s unsuccessful ef-
forts to restructure its debt,
with both the Centre and
lenders unwilling to back its
various proposals, may have
finally spurred the Cabinet
to take the decision to privat-
ise the national carrier.

Documents reviewed by
The Hindu show that at-
tempts by the airline to rejig
its debt failed to convince
the decision makers in the
government at various
levels, including the highest.

For instance, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s office
was hesitant about treating
the government’s equity in-
fusion into the national car-
rier as a grant, while the Fin-
ance Ministry was reluctant
both to provide a guarantee
fee for further borrowings as
well as for slashing the fee
payable to the government
for securing Air India’s exist-
ing loans.

Air India has outstanding
debt of about ₹52,000 crore,
of which about Rs 22,000
crore is aircraft loan and the
remaining is its working cap-
ital loan and other liabilities. 

Lack of conviction
The government’s lack of
conviction about the viabil-
ity of proposals to restruc-
ture Air India’s debt was
evident at the last two meet-
ings of the Oversight Com-
mittee, which was monitor-
ing the carrier’s turnaround
and financial restructuring
plans, the minutes of the
committee’s meetings, on
May 3 and January 25, show.

The committee, originally
set up in 2012 by the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government, is chaired by
the Civil Aviation Secretary
RN Choubey and includes
representatives from the Fin-
ance Ministry, Air India and
State Bank of India’s invest-
ment banking arm SBI Cap-

ital Markets. 
Air India had requested

the Finance Ministry to re-
duce the guarantee fee
charged to secure its loans
and bonds in the form of ex-
ternal commercial borrow-
ings (ECB) and non-convert-
ible debentures (NCDs).
“The ministry of finance is
not supporting the waiver or
reduction as it could have
possible repercussions,” a
joint secretary in the Civil
Aviation ministry informed
the Oversight Committee on
January 25.

Air India is required to
pay an annual guarantee fee
of 1.2% of the outstanding
ECB loans, 1% for NCDs and
0.5% for pending loan taken
for aircraft acquisition. 

Air India had sought a cut
in the guarantee fee to 0.5%
of outstanding loan amount
for all its borrowings. As of
now, the national carrier is
required to pay ₹800 crore
as guarantee fee, a senior AI
official said. The then Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary
Shaktikanta Das had rejected
any waiver of the guarantee
fee, the Oversight Commit-
tee was told at its May meet-
ing. In contrast, the UPA gov-
ernment had waived AI’s
guarantee fee worth ₹548
crore in 2007-08.

While the Finance Min-
istry had agreed to AI’s pro-
posal of converting the
equity infusion of about
₹4,000 crore, related to air-
craft loans and NCDs, into
grants, the “PMO raised cer-
tain observations and re-
quested Ministry of Finance
to examine the proposal
afresh,” a Finance Ministry
official told the committee
on May 3. 

Air India’s proposal to se-
cure the NCDs worth
₹10,500 crore it wanted to is-
sue to refinance its long-term
working capital loans at a
lower cost also didn’t find fa-
vour with the Finance Min-
istry. 

The lenders’ aversion to
AI’s proposals may have
been the last nail.

Air India CMD Ashwani
Lohani, who had met SBI
Chairman Arundhati Bhat-
tacharya and bank chiefs
“with a request to reduce
their interest rates from the
current rate of 10.05%”
seems to have failed to win
any concessions. 

“It was indicated that un-
less Air India is able to re-
duce its interest cost, it
would not be able to come
into net profits,” according
to the minutes of the meet-
ing held in May.

Debt rejig failure likely
set of move to sell AI
Airline failed to convince Centre, lenders about its proposals

Somesh Jha

NEW DELHI

Debt stall: While the Centre was reluctant to give a guarantee
fee for more borrowings, banks didn’t cut interest rates. * AP

India is aiming to break new
ground in its tea exports
with an entry into Chile
where it had recently taken a
delegation. 

The existing preferential
trade agreement with the
Latin American country is
being seen as a major cata-
lyst in this foray.

‘No Indian presence’
The 21 million-kg Chilean tea
market is currently domin-
ated by Argentina and Sri
Lanka, with some re-traded
teas also being sent from
some European countries.
Indian presence is virtually
non- existent.

“We are pretty optimistic
about Chile,” Santosh
Sarangi, deputy chairman
and CEO, Tea Board India,

told The Hindu. 
He said that despite the

distance, the Preferential
Trade Agreement which
gives an 80% margin of pref-
erence to tea, will help neut-
ralise the freight costs to
Latin America, which were
also on a downswing now. 

“The Indian Tea Associ-
ation has been pressing for a
delegation to Chile since last
year,” said Sujit Patro, secret-
ary, Indian Tea Association,
who was also a member of
the delegation. 

It may be mentioned here
that the PTA signed in March

2006 and was expanded in
September.

Under the expanded PTA,
Chile has offered conces-
sions to India on 1,798 tariff
lines with Margin of Prefer-
ence (MoP) ranging from
30% to 100%. India has
offered concessions to Chile
on 1,031 tariff lines with MoP
ranging from 10% to 100%.
Among Latin American
countries, Chile is among
the leading trading partners
of India.

Earlier, the same delega-
tion also participated in a
food show in the U.S. This,
too, is expected to further
prise open the U.S. market.
“USA is a big market for teas
— over 80 million kg, and
growing,” Mr. Sarangi said. 

Mr. Patro added that close
to 60% of the demand is
from the iced tea segment.

Indian tea eyes new market in Chile
Move to challenge dominance by Argentina, Sri Lanka; pact to help counter costs
Indrani Dutta

KOLKATA

Greener pastures: The preferential trade agreement was
signed in March 2006 and was expanded in September last.

Bharti Airtel on Monday said
it will invest ₹2,000 crore to-
wards revamping its cus-
tomer experience across all
services and touch points to
make it digital over the next
three years.

“Project Next is the first
step towards being a truly
digital services provider,”
Gopal Vittal, MD & CEO (In-
dia & South Asia), Bharti Air-
tel said at a press confer-
ence. Under this, he said,
the firm would introduce di-
gital enhancements to im-
prove the simplicity and in-
teractivity of the “Airtel
customer experience.”

This follows the ₹60,000
crore investment that the
country’s largest operator
had announced in Novem-
ber 2015 over a three-year
period to upgrade its
network.

As part of the new pro-
ject, Bharti Airtel will also
redesign more than 2,500 of
its stores in India.

Bharti Airtel also said that
its postpaid customers will
now be able to carry for-
ward their unused monthly
data quota up to 200 GB to
the next billing cycle.
“This... will ensure zero data

wastage for customers,” the
company said.

Asked about the roll out
of Voice over LTE, Mr. Vittal
said it was in the works and
the company was conduct-
ing trials in five cities. 

Mr. Vittal added that the
company “should be able to
launch it” towards the end
of the year.

Under ‘Project Next’, telco to improve user touch points

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

New course: Bharti Airtel will redesign more than 2,500 of its
stores in India, says Gopal Vittal. * KAMAL NARANG

Bharti earmarks ₹2,000 cr. for
customer experience revamp 

The government has ap-
proved American e-com-
merce major Amazon’s
proposed $500 million in-
vestment in retailing of
food products in India, an
official said.

The proposal was
pending before the Foreign
Investment Promotion
Board which has been
abolished.

Hence, the Department
of Industrial Policy and
Promotion gave the green
signal to the proposal.

As per the proposal, the
company will open a
wholly-owned subsidiary
in India to carry out the
business. It will stock food
products and sell them on-
line. An Amazon spokes-
person said: “Yes, we have
received the government
approval for food retail
based on our application
for the same.”

Amazon’s
food retail
plans okayed
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI
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Tomic’s father ‘ashamed’ 
of his son 
JOHANNESBURG 

Bernard Tomic’s father has

expressed his displeasure

over his son’s Wimbledon

behaviour. “I love him but I’m

ashamed at how he’s

approaching his business. I do

not support such behaviour,

especially at (a) unique Grand

Slam like Wimbledon. You

have to have respect and

follow the rules,” said John

Tomic. ANI

IN BRIEF

Heart-warming end 
to Sock’s towel drama 
LONDON

The real young fan who had

Jack Sock’s towel snatched

off him last week by an older

man has been found, after

the first person who came

forward — and claimed the

World No. 18’s offer of a

replacement — was outed as

an imposter. Peter Woodville,

14, was left disappointed

after the towel was yanked

out of his hands. But Sock

spotted him after a doubles

match, shook his hand,

signed autographs and gave

him a towel. AFP

Most critical and trying
time, says Choudhary 
MUMBAI

BCCI acting-secretary

Amitabh Choudhary, queried

if Indian cricket has been

facing a crisis in the last two

years, said: “Yes, it’s been the

most critical and trying time.”

Choudhary was the chief

guest at the Legends Club

function that celebrated

Sunil Gavaskar’s birthday.

When asked why the BCCI

members were resisting

change, Choudhary said: “I

am not resisting. There is just

inertia in the system,” to

which CoA member Diana

Edulji quipped: “That’s music

to my ears.”

Wimbledon: SS Select 2 & 2
HD, 4 p.m.; SS Select 1 & 1
HD, 5.30 p.m. 

TV PICKS

Fourth round: Men: 11-Tomas
Berdych (Cze) bt 8-Dominic
Thiem (Aut) 6-3, 6-7(1), 6-3, 3-6,
6-3; 3-Roger Federer (Sui) bt 13-
Grigor Dmitrov (Bul) 6-4, 6-2,
6-4; 6-Milos Raonic (Can) bt 10-
Alexander Zverev (Ger) 4-6, 7-5,
4-6, 7-5, 6-1.

24-Sam Querrey (USA) bt
Kevin Anderson (RSA) 5-7, 7-6(5),
6-3, 6-7(11), 6-3; 1-Andy Murray
(GBr) bt Benoit Paire (Fra) 7-6(1),
6-4, 6-4; 7-Marin Cilic (Cro) bt
18-Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp)
6-2, 6-2, 6-2. 

Women: 14-Garbine Muguruza
(Esp) bt 1-Angelique Kerber (Ger)
4-6, 6-4, 6-4; 7-Svetlana
Kuznetsova (Rus) bt 9-Agnieszka
Radwanska (Pol) 6-2, 6-4; Mag-
dalena Rybarikova (Svk) bt Petra
Martic (Cro) 6-4, 2-6, 6-3; 24-
Coco Vandeweghe (USA) bt 5-
Caroline Wozniacki (Den) 7-6(4),
6-4; 10-Venus Williams (USA) bt
27-Ana Konjuh (Cro) 6-3, 6-2; 13-
Jelena Ostapenko (Lat) bt 4-
Elina Svitolina (Ukr) 6-3, 7-6(6);
6-Johanna Konta (GBr) bt 21-Car-
oline Garcia (Fra) 7-6(3), 4-6,
6-4; 2-Simona Halep (Rou) bt
Victoria Azarenka (Blr) 7-6(3),
6-2.

Doubles: Third round: 3-Yung-
Jan Chan (Tpe) & Martina Hingis
(Sui) bt 13-Kirsten Flipkens (Bel)
& Sania Mirza 6-2, 6-4.

Mixed doubles: Second round:
11-Daniel Nestor (Can) & Andreja
Klepac (Slo) bt Purav Raja (Ind) &
Eri Hozumi (Jpn) 6-2, 7-5.

Boys: First round: Matteo Mar-
tineau (Fra) bt Siddhant Banthia
3-6, 6-2 7-5.

Girls: First round: Mahak Jain bt
Lea Boskovic (Cro) 7-6(4), 4-6,
6-4. 

THE RESULTS

The Indian squad for the im-
minent Test series, featuring
three matches in Sri Lanka,
has largely selected itself.
Credence has been given to
continuity, form and fitness.
Yet, questions abound about
Karun Nair’s omission. Other
than that, it is a team with
balance and structure.

Openers M. Vijay and K.L.
Rahul rightly reclaimed their
spots following recovery
from injury-induced surger-
ies. Speedster Mohammed
Shami, another member of
last season’s walking-
wounded, had a second
wind and sealed his place.

Rohit Sharma too found
his way back after recuperat-
ing from a surgery to treat a
thigh injury which grounded
him for four months. The
Mumbaikar partially found
his groove in the Indian
Premier league, leading
Mumbai Indians to the title,
scoring 333 runs and aver-
aging 23.78 with a strike-rate
of 121.97. Subsequently, he
was splendid in the ICC
Champions Trophy, emer-
ging as the second-highest
run-getter (304) behind
opening partner Shikhar
Dhawan (338).

In a sense, it was no sur-
prise that Karun did not find
a berth in the squad as the

selectors dropped a hint by
picking him as the India-A
skipper for the tour of South
Africa, a sojourn that coin-
cides with the senior team’s
Test series.

Hopes belied
But there was some hope
when M.S.K. Prasad, the se-
lection panel chief, recently
told The Hindu: “Karun, Ab-
hinav (Mukund) still have a
chance.” Abhinav has got his
opportunity, going as the
third opener, while the
Karnataka player has to bide
his time.

Usually centurions are
seemingly guaranteed a few
more games and Karun, with

an unbeaten 303 against
England in the Chennai Test
last December, looked
settled. However, after that
big knock, he suffered a blip
— 26, 0, 23 and 5 — against
the Australians. His average
of 13.50 was marginally
higher than Virat Kohli’s
9.20! In the IPL, Karun had a
middling run as the Delhi
Daredevils captain (281 runs,
21.61 average, 124.33 strike-
rate). Still, Karun being put
to pasture seemed
improbable.

Perhaps there are lessons
from the past. A block-buster
innings necessarily doesn’t
promise longevity. Vinod
Kambli slammed 224 and

227 against England and Zi-
mbabwe respectively in
1993. After that he played 16
innings and was deflated by
the then mighty West Indies.
Comparatively, Karun got a
mere four innings, though;
at 25, he has age on his side. 

Perhaps, the irony is that,
even the talented Rohit
hadn’t kicked on after his
dream debut against the vis-
iting West Indians in 2013.
His first two knocks in Tests
were 177 and 111 n.o. After
that high, his next 34 stints
at the crease in whites, yiel-
ded 896 runs at an average
of 28.90. But Rohit scored
three fifties in his last Test
series against New Zealand.
The point is, he had got a
long rope, compared to the
one given now to Karun.

Increasingly, Kohli has
made it obvious that he is his
own man and gets his way,
be it with regard to the
coach or the squads he mar-
shals. Seen in that light, it
would be interesting to
know what role the team-
management has devised for
all-rounder Hardik Pandya in
Sri Lanka. 

The tour also presents an
opportunity to chinaman
bowler Kuldeep Yadav, espe-
cially, in a land famous for
quirky bowlers ranging from
Lasith Malinga to Ajantha
Mendis.

The Karnataka batsman could have got another look-in
K.C. Vijaya Kumar 

CHENNAI

Unfortunate: Karun Nair, who made the headlines with an
unbeaten 303 against England, might consider himself unlucky
at being overlooked. * FILE PHOTO: V. GANESAN

A balanced team, but has Karun
been short-changed?

The announcement of In-
dia’s head coach has been
deferred, with the BCCI’s
Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) members — Sourav
Ganguly, Sachin Tendulkar,
and V.V.S. Laxman — wanting
to talk to skipper Virat Kohli
before deciding on Anil
Kumble’s successor.

The CAC interviewed five
candidates — Virender Se-
hwag, Ravi Shastri, Lalchand
Rajput, Tom Moody and
Richard Pybus — at the
Cricket Centre here on
Monday in person and via
Skype. Phil Simmons was
not available. 

It appears that the CAC
did not reach a unanimous
decision, which means
neither Shastri nor Sehwag
was a clear favourite among
the Indians. A BCCI official
said: “It’s between Shastri
and Moody.” 

The selection process,
which included presenta-
tions by the candidates,
spanned four hours. 

“We have decided [to]
hold on for the time being,”
said Ganguly. “We need a
few days more and talk to a
few more, especially the
captain once he returns
home from the US. We feel
there is no hurry at the mo-
ment. 

“There is a Sri Lanka tour
coming in a week’s time and
the Board will probably con-

tinue with the same set[-up]
(that was in place for the
West Indies tour) for the
time being.

“We will explain to him
(Kohli) that the coaches want
to function in a certain way
and make sure that every-
body is on the same page be-
fore we make the announce-
ment, and once we [do so],

it has to be till the 2019
World Cup.” 

When asked if the BCCI
will be able to announce the
name before the Test series
in Sri Lanka, Ganguly said:
“We are not only looking at
the Sri Lanka tour because it
is a long tour. 

“What is important for us
is, we are not going to play; it

is the coach and the captain,
and we are just part of it. We
shouldn’t be seeing again,
six months down the line,
something different.”

Ganguly also said Kohli is
a vital cog in the system.

Vital cog
“You got to give credit to

Virat that he is just com-
pletely straight about it. He
has not sent any names, but
we feel that he is the captain
which is the most important
thing in cricket.

“Virat needs to under-
stand how the coaches also
operate. 

“We have not identified
the candidate; we have just
listened to all of them. What
we say here is honest and
nothing changes.”

CAC to talk to skipper Kohli before choosing Kumble’s successor 

G. Viswanath

Mumbai

Ready for the interview: Virender Sehwag, right, one of the contenders for the job, CAC
members Sourav Ganguly and V.V.S. Laxman arrive at the BCCI headquarters on Monday. * PTI

Decision on head coach put of 

The Tamil Nadu Cricket As-

sociation, Saurashtra Cricket

Association and Kerala

Cricket Association have

raised objection to the SGM

notice issued by the BCCI

acting-secretary Amitabh

Choudhary.

The SGM is scheduled in

New Delhi on Tuesday to

consider the special com-

mittee’s recommendations

related to the Lodha re-

forms. 

Objection to SGM notice
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

As Wimbledon entered its
second week, the men’s and
women’s draw seemed to in-
habit disparate worlds.

The men’s draw had a
comforting familiarity with
the presence of the Big Four
— Roger Federer, Rafael
Nadal, Novak Djokovic and
Andy Murray — of which one
or the other has been
Wimbledon champion since
2003.

In contrast, the women’s
draw was split wide open.
The only former singles win-
ner in it was the 37-year-old
Venus Williams, who won
way back in 2008. Given
this, almost everyone in the
last-16 seemed like having a
fair shot at the title.

This rang even more true
after the No. 1 seed An-
gelique Kerber was edged
out in three sets (4-6, 6-4,
6-4) by 14th seed Garbine
Muguruza, who set the tone

of the
match with
her attack-
ing style.
And to open
things up
even fur-

ther, Jelena Ostapenko, the
shock French Open winner,
powered her way past fourth
seed Elena Svitolina 6-3,
7-6(6).

But it was Venus Williams

who was given the pride of
place to start proceedings on
Centre Court, where she was
pitched against an opponent
almost half her age. 

The 19-year-old Croatian
Ana Konjuh, born three
years after Williams signed
up for the professional cir-
cuit, was far from overawed,
having registered significant
victories against those

ranked above her earlier. But
she had no answer to Willi-
ams, who played with a self-
assured and gangly ease,
stepping up the power only
when she needed to.

Imperious
Serving out the first game
imperiously to love, Willi-
ams moved her opponent
from side to side before
breaking Konjuh to go up 5-3
and closing out the set
without difficulty. She
dropped only three points
on her serve in the first set,
relying less on power and
more on a mixture of spin
and placement, allowing the
dry hard surface to throw in
a degree of disconcerting
bounce. 

Williams stamped her au-
thority quickly on the
second set to break Konjuh
and go up 2-1. The teenager
would then have a couple of
break points against the Wil-
liams serve, earning her first
from a netted short forehand
in a contest marked by a fair
share of unforced errors. 

But she failed to convert
them, bringing her own ser-
vice games under increasing
pressure and eventually los-
ing the match 3-6, 2-6.

Williams’ win sets up a
quarterfinal match against
Ostapenko who is just a year
older than Konjuh. But the
Latvian, who has a forehand
so powerful that it could be
the envy of the men’s circuit,
is likely to be a far tougher
opponent.

If the five-time Wimble-
don champion gets past Os-
tapenko, she will be con-
sidered a strong contender
for a sixth.

Delighting the locals
As Williams journeyed to a
facile victory, a partisan

audience on Court No. 1
cheered Johanna Konta as
she squeezed past Caroline
Garcia in a tight and dra-
matic three-setter 7-6(3), 4-6,
6-4, becoming the first Brit-
ish woman to reach a
Wimbledon quarterfinal
since 1984.

They had come into this
match with two wins apiece,
but this was their first con-
test on grass. 

There was more for the
local audience to cheer for
as Britain’s Andy Murray
overcame a hiccup in the
first set, when he found him-

self 2-4 down to an unpre-
dictable Benoit Paire, whose
erratic French flair, makes
him a difficult contender. 

Paire has a reasonably de-
pendable backhand, which
he uses to good effect, but
his forehand is somewhat
shaky, particularly when he
goes for sharp crosscourt
angles, a stroke that has hit-
and-miss stamped all over it. 

Murray managed, but
only just, to collect himself
and pull back to level 6-6 in
the first and then win the tie-
breaker 7-1, aided by a Paire
double-fault and sequence of

backhands hit either wide or
long.

In the second set, Murray
went up quickly to 2-0 but
Paire — who persisted with
his unpredictable and enter-
taining mix of drop shots
and baseline winners —
clawed his way back, leaving
Murray looking a little con-
fused and perplexed before
he pulled himself together,
aided partly by some errant
play from Paire, to win 6-4.

It was not easy in the third
as well, with the two locked
4-4, but Paire served up yet
another double-fault to al-

low Murray to level and break
him to go up 5-4 and then
close out the match 7-6(1), 6-4,
6-4. 

All in all, it was a victory
that was partly earned and
partly handed over by Paire’s
unreliability.

Stats
The statistics captured this
starkly. Paire had as many as
44 unforced errors against
Murray’s eight. His 50 win-
ners (against Murray’s 25)
were not enough to com-
pensate for his string of
errors.

Vintage Venus and determined Murray march on
Muguruza knocks out top-seeded Kerber; Konta and Ostapenko also advance to the quarterinals

Old is gold: Five-time champion Venus Williams turned back the clock as she took out
Ana Konjuh in straight sets. * JULIAN FINNEY/GETTY IMAGES

Mukund Padmanabhan

LONDON 
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Marathon

Rafael Nadal and Gilles

Muller were locked 12-all in

the ifth set of a match that

had crossed the four-hour

mark. 

The Spaniard, who came back

from two sets down, saved

three match-points in the

ifth to stay alive at the time

of going to press.

While Muller won the irst

two sets, 6-3 and 6-4, Nadal

took the next two by an

identical scoreline.
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

USA rides on Witmer’s
brace to down India
JOHANNESBURG

Jill Witmer scored a brace

(24th and 43rd minutes) as

United States defeated India

4-1 in a Pool B clash of the

Women’s Hockey World

League Semifinal here on

Monday.
The result: USA 4 (Jill Witmer
24 & 43, Taylor West 40,
Michelle Vittese 49) bt India 1
(Lilima Minz 38).

Roger Federer continued
his serene progress at
Wimbledon breezing past
Bulgaria’s Grigor Di-
mitrov in straight sets 6-4,
6-2, 6-4 to reach a record
50th Grand Slam
quarterfinal.

The contest between
two players with uncan-
nily similar styles, partic-
ularly on the backhand,
saw Federer easing to a
win without so much as
breaking into a sweat. 

Dimitrov failed to keep
an erratic forehand in
check, scattering it like
chaff before the wind,
and allowing Federer to
gain a number of easy
points, especially, in the
second set. A few double-
faults at critical times
didn’t help either.

There was a brief hope
that there would be a

keener contest when he
succeeded in breaking
back to level 4-4 in the
third set. But Federer,
ever so light on his feet,
was able to run away with
the next two games.

After the match, Fe-
derer summed it up: “He
gave me some opportun-
ities and I was happy to
take them. But most im-
portant was to focus on
my game and hope he
would feel the pressure.”

Federer breezes
past Dimitrov 
Reaches a record 50th Grand Slam
quarterinal

Mukund Padmanabhan

London

Roger Federer. * AP
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SUDOKU

S Y M P A T H Y P A U N C H

A A L O F C O E

D I N G O T A I L E N D E R

D I T F B U E I

O F F C O L O U R P O S I T

S E N O E O A

E S C O R T S A N D B A G

S T N E E E

P R O F E S S A S S E T S

A S A C S E A

C H E A P D E A D L I N E S

E L L H D E O P

B L O W A F U S E E L I D E

A P T S M V R C

R E E K E D V E H E M E N T

Solution to puzzle 12055 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Scriptural teachings endorse that the highest duty lies in
protecting one who seeks help or refuge; and this plea for
help does not go in vain especially when the person ap-
proached has the compassion towards the seeker, besides
the ability and willingness to help. 

Rama takes up this argument to show that He is only fol-
lowing these principles upheld by His illustrious forbears
and preceptors such as Vasishta and Vishwamitra when He
wishes to accept Vibhishana’s plea to be protected, pointed
out Sri V. Karunakarachariar in a discourse. The episodes of
Trisanku and Sunaschepa show how Vishwamitra does not
hesitate to sacrifice the benefits of all his hard earned pen-
ance to keep up his word of protecting these two who seek
his help. The sage, who realises the superiority of Brahma
Tejas over all the entire Kshatriya power, renounces his king-
dom and decides to purify his senses and mind through
severe penance. 

At that time, Trisanku, driven by a preposterous desire to
attain swarga loka with his physical body, seeks the help of
the sage. Vishwamitra promises to intervene and conducts a
yaga to this end. Against stiff resistance from Indra, the sage
makes Trisanku rise heavenward with his chandala body. In-
dra then does not allow entry and pushes him down. Vish-
wamitra, in great rage, then starts to create a new heaven in
mid air exclusively for Trisanku and Indra seeks to pacify
the sage’s anger through compromise. The sage accedes, but
in the course of all this loses the power of his penance. 

In the case of Sunaschepa, who seeks Vishwamitra’s help
when he is to be offered as a human sacrifice in a yagna, the
sage teaches him a powerful mantra that would surely save
his life if chanted with total faith at the time of the sacrifice.
Sunaschepa does so and is saved by Lord Narayana Himself
who comes in person mounted on the Garuda. 

FAITH

Will to protect3 Laggard in English seen with

mostly Esteem on road (6)

5 Relative who can relieve agony

(4)

6 Strike season — unions under

the weather (8)

7 Every second hear Reddy is

conident (5)

8 When in crisis, should Rs.50 be

spent for stiff sheets? (7)

11 Fatty soap made with die (7)

14 Criminal outlasting to kill

one's a deadly sinner (7)

17 Luxurious Inca empire's origin

mistaken with Peru (9)

18 Tamer man involved in

making weaponry (8)

19 Deal set in motion (4,3)

21 Being 2, an honour to pose

with Yard (7)

22 Hydrocarbon must be

manufactured at once (6)

24 Around a line of rotation, side

has around 2 angstrom length

(5)

26 Putting bold face outside,

provided a sharp punch (4)

bacterium in the interior (8)

13 Picking up basics in Crossword

Unclued for so long (3,3)

15 Red with paan, say (4)

16 They praise programs on

phone — they clap hands in

approval (10)

19 One into playing lottery is

being bookish (10)

20 Grease around corner of hip

drawn over — with this? (4)

23 A lensman in the extreme likes

to capture relaxed poses (6)

25 Learn to ind indication about

dead end (8)

27 Jeepers are painting part of

the kitchen? (5,3)

28 To live about in jail could be

sweet (6)

29 Roguish Shakespearean

character said to come down

on men (8)

30 How to listen to secrets?

Important to press ears, no

leaning in front (6)

■ DOWN

1 Illicitly trade vehicles on the

road (7)

2 Such a person's corporation

can be seen by all on hungry

days (9)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18

19 20 21

22

23 24 25

26

27 28

29 30

(set by Scintillator)

■ ACROSS

1 Employees with cold blood eat

a lot (4,2)

4 Guts to give acceleration

amidst heavy blows (8)

9 Embrace a supporter returning

from Australia (6)

10 Measure sheets' resistance for

one wanting to know (8)

12 Salt in your toothpaste? Of

course! Reported to clear
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Lukaku pays gushing
farewell to Everton 
LONDON

Romelu Lukaku bid a fond

farewell to Everton as he

contemplated life with

Manchester United following

his move for a reported £75

million. “I want to say a big

thank you to all the people

involved at Everton,” the

24-year-old said. “I want to

thank the fans for your

support throughout the four

years we’ve spent together.”
AFP

IN BRIEF

Aditi ties for 28th, 
Kirk claims title 
ONEIDA (USA)

Aditi Ashok, 19, completed

yet another impressive finish

with a final round of three-

under 69 to be tied 28th at

the Thornberry Creek LPGA

Classic on Sunday. The Indian

ended at 11-under 277 with

rounds of 70-68-70-69.

Australia’s Katherine Kirk,

with a two-under 70, clinched

her third Tour win. PTI

Ecclestone doubts
Silverstone will be lost 
SPIELBERG (AUSTRIA) 

Former Formula One supremo

Bernie Ecclestone believes

Silverstone will stay on the F1

calendar even if, as expected,

the circuit’s owners activate a

break clause in their contract

this week. “I would be

surprised if we lose

Silverstone. It’s a good event.

And it probably falls into line

much more with the way

Liberty want to see F1 go, in

that direction.” REUTERS

Salman and
Rahul shine
Salman Khan picked up four

wickets for just 19 runs and

Rahul Joshi top-scored with

51 as S.M. Academy beat

Striker XI by three wickets in

the Swastik Cup cricket

tournament.
The scores: Strikers XI 198 all
out in 34.5 overs (Arjun
Chawla 59; Salman Khan four
for 19) lost to SM Academy
199 for seven in 32.2 overs
(Rahul Joshi 51; Arun Negi
four for 19).

2018 Winter Olympics
to have ITA 
LAUSANNE

The 2018 Winter Olympics in

Pyeongchang, South Korea

will be the first Games to

have an independent drugs

testing authority (ITA) in

place to deal with doping,

the IOC said on Sunday. The

IOC has been working

towards setting up the ITA as

an independent testing body

to take over testing for IOC

and international federations.
REUTERS

Sikandar Raza starred with
the bat and ball to help Zim-
babwe edge out Sri Lanka by
three wickets and clinch a
historic series victory in the
fifth one-day International
on Monday.

Taking the series 3-2 in
Hambantota, the 11th-ranked
Zimbabwe registered its
maiden series win in Sri
Lanka and first overseas tri-
umph in eight years.

Off-spinner Raza claimed
three wickets to restrict the
host to 203 for eight after Zi-
mbabwe elected to field. He
then anchored a tense chase
with an unbeaten 27 as the
visitors won with 71 balls to
spare.

Zimbabwe opener
Hamilton Masakadza top-
scored with a fluent 73 be-
fore rookie off-spinner Akila
Dananjaya struck back with
four wickets to rattle the Zi-
mbabwe middle-order.

The visitors slipped from
137 for one to 175 for seven
but Raza and skipper
Graeme Cremer (11 not out)
hung on for an unbeaten 29-
run stand as the perennial
underdogs erupted in
celebrations.

“Happy that Sikandar
came to the party. It turned
around very quickly but
happy we pulled it off in the
end,” an elated Cremer said
following their win. “This
win is very special, fans must
be jumping around back

home. We knew we’re play-
ing good enough cricket to
put them under pressure.”

Earlier, Sri Lanka suffered
from a lack of partnerships
but opener Danushka
Gunathilaka (52) and Asela
Gunaratne (59 not out) hit

gritty half-centuries to
steady the home side. The
hosts slipped to 153 for eight
in the 42nd over before Gun-
aratne and Dushmantha
Chameera (18 not out) put on
an unbeaten 50-run stand
for the ninth wicket.

The scores: Sri Lanka 203 for
eight in 50 overs (Gunathilaka
52, Gunaratne 59 n.o.; Raza
three for 21) lost to Zimbabwe
204 for seven in 38.1 overs (Ma-
sakadza 73, Mire 43, Musakanda
37; Dananjaya four for 47). 

MoM: Raza; MoS: Masakadza.

Zimbabwe has the last laugh
Sikandar Raza excels in low-scoring inal ODI against Sri Lanka 
Agencies

Hambantota

Match to remember: Zimbabwe’s Sikandar Raza, left, not only restricted Sri Lanka with his
bowling but combined with skipper Graeme Cremer, right, to complete a historic series win. * AFP

The National Anti-Doping
Agency’s Appeal Panel has
upheld a Disciplinary Panel
order, handing weightlifter
Geeta Rani a two-year sus-
pension for a violation.

The 36-year-old 2006
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist who also won
medals in at the Asian
championship and the Afro-
Asian Games, tested positive
for an anabolic steroid dur-
ing the 2015 National Games
in Thrissur and at the all -In-
dia Police championship in
Delhi exactly a month later.

Appearing before the Dis-
ciplinary Panel, Geeta Rani,
an Arjuna awardee in 2006,
had said she had never
tested positive in the past
and had little to achieve by
doping at the fag end of her
career.

She said the positive test
could have been because of
a possible sabotage, due to
the spiking of her drink, by
a fellow lifter. However, she
could not provide any con-
crete proof relating to her
claim.

The Disciplinary Panel
halved the maximum period
of ineligibility (four years)
under the ‘no significant
fault or negligence’ clause
and awarded Geeta Rani a
two-year suspension on
April 13, 2016, following

which she moved the Ap-
peal Panel against the order.

The Appeal Panel, in its
July 6 order, said, “the
standard of proof should
have been much higher for
seeking such a relief”, and
upheld the suspension.

Since Geeta Rani was pro-
visionally suspended on
April 13, 2015, and has
already served the suspen-
sion term, she is now free to
resume her sporting career.

The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) had ap-
pealed against the two
years’ award in the Court of
Arbitration of Sports (CAS),
but NADA got it withdrawn
pending Geeta Rani’s ap-
peal. The WADA may now
move CAS against the Ap-
peal Panel order.

She has already served the ban, and
can resume her career
Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

Geeta Rani
* FILE PHOTO: K.K. NAJEEB

Geeta Rani’s two-year
suspension upheld 

New England captain Joe
Root praised the parts
played by predecessor
Alastair Cook and all-
rounder Moeen Ali after his
first Test as skipper ended
in a 211-run win over South
Africa at Lord’s on Sunday.

In total, 19 wickets fell
on the day on a Lord’s
pitch taking sharp spin and
Root, asked for his view of
an extraordinary day’s
play, told reporters: “I
think what it does tell us is
how well guys played last
[Saturday] night —Cooky,
Keaton ( Jennings) and
Gary (Ballance). That 100
runs coming into today, I
think they made the wicket
look a lot easier than it was
—and probably it was
worth double. They need a
lot of credit, and obviously
the way Moeen and the rest
of the guys bowled today
was brilliant.”

This match saw Moeen
become the fifth quickest
player, in terms of matches
played, to complete the
double of 2,000 Test runs
and 100 wickets.

With left-arm spinner
Liam Dawson selected as
much for his ability to keep
things tight as take wickets,
Moeen had the freedom to
attack at Lord’s. “That’s
when he’s at his best, when
he is aggressive,” said Root.

England has named an
unchanged 12-man squad
for the second Test starting
on Friday at Nottongham.

Root lauds
Cook, Moeen
Agence France-Presse 

London

The Indian girls’ under-18
team finished fifth in the
rugby sevens (7-a-side) event
at the Paris World Games
2017, conducted at Stade
Georges Carpenter stadium
over two days. 

Captained by Sumitra
Nayak and representing
Rugby India, the squad re-
covered from three consec-

utive losses on the opening
day to win both matches on
the second and concluding
day. Seven teams took part
in the event held as part of
France’s bid to host the
2024 Summer Olympics. 
Other results (final):

Baby Paris Ladies bt Atlantis
Rugby 21-12; Semifinals: Baby
Paris Ladies bt Comite IDF de
Rugby 22-7; Atlantis Rugby bt
Suisse u-18 50-0.

India ifth in u-18 rugby 

Good exposure: The Indian girls’ u-18 team at the Paris 
World Games rugby sevens event. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 

Mercedes team chief Toto
Wolff has issued a rallying
cry for Lewis Hamilton’s title
bid after another dose of bad
luck cost him points in
Sunday's Austrian Grand
Prix.

The Austrian boss, who
saw Valtteri Bottas claim his
second win of the year for
Mercedes and move into
contention for the drivers'
championship, said
Hamilton had suffered from
a run of misfortune.

“In my opinion Lewis had
all the bad luck that you can
have,” he told reporters.

“We’ve let him down with
the head-rest, we’ve let him
down with the gearbox. Now
it’s about time to fight back
and hopefully that’s going to
happen in Silverstone.”

The luckless Hamilton
was deprived of a near cer-
tain victory in last month's
Azerbaijan Grand Prix when
he was forced to pit for re-
pairs to a loose head-rest
and had to start Sunday's
race at the Red Bull Ring
from eighth on the grid due
to an unscheduled gearbox
change.

Championship leader and
four-time champion Se-
bastian Vettel of Ferrari fin-
ished second and extended
his lead ahead of the Briton
to 20 points, with Bottas 19
points adrift in third.

“I feel that he didn’t have
a great time most recently,”
said Wolff.

“He didn't have a great
time in the race because he
was suffering from the car
and the tyres, he didn't have
a great time with the gear-
box troubles and the head-
rest. “So it's about time that
this changes. The mo-
mentum goes in the other
direction... Lewis is still right
in the fight.

“It's not even half time in
the championship and there
are 275 points still to be won.
Our target will be to let him
fight back in the best pos-

sible way in Silverstone.”
A deflated Hamilton was

in downcast mood after
Sunday's race, but is certain
to recover his poise and be
back to his best for his home
race this week when he will
bid to put recent setbacks
behind him.

Vettel's good fortune — in
escaping a heavy sanction
for his 'road rage' attack in
Baku and profiting from
Hamilton's difficulties — has
enabled him to enlarge his
advantage, but without win-
ning a race.

“Twenty points behind is
20 points,” said Hamilton.

“It's not great. But it could
have been 30... I don't think
there's a call for me to do
anything else than I'm
already doing. 

“It's not like the team

aren't on my side or they're
not working hard or I'm not
pushing them hard enough. I
just have to keep driving the
way I have been and hope
things get better.”

Vettel, who declared that
Bottas was ‘un-human’ if he
had reacted to the lights out
to deliver his perfect start
from pole position, appears
to be enjoying a streak of
good fortune.

This was highlighted again
on Sunday when, as the 'silly
season' rumours about the
F1 transfer market began
early, Ferrari chairman Ser-
gio Marchionne revealed
that the team was keen for
him to stay — and had left it
up to Vettel to sign a new
contract when he is ready.

The German will be out of
contract at the end of the
season, but Marchionne re-
vealed in Austria that he
wants him to stay.

“I made it very clear that,
if he wants to stay, then we'll
just renew it. It's up to him,”
he told reporters.

Vettel has said that he
delayed contract talks to fo-
cus on the championship.

Defending champion Mer-
cedes stretched its lead to 33
points and has won more
races than Italian rivals this
year — by five to three, with
Red Bull claiming the other.

Red Bull is expected to be
major contender for victory
at Silverstone next Sunday.

Wolf issues rallying cry 
Mercedes boss says Hamilton’s title bid has been plagued by bad luck 

Agence France-Presse

Spielberg

Down but not out: Toto Wolf says Hamilton is still in the 
ight. * MARK THOMPSON/ GETTY IMAGES

<> We’ve let him down

with the head-rest,

we’ve let him down

with the gearbox. 

Toto Wolff 

Karunuday Singh lost 6-3, 7-
6(4) to Tung-Lin Wu of
Chinese Taipei in the first
round of the $25,000 ITF
men’s Futures tennis tour-
nament here on Monday.

In the ITF women’s event
in Thailand, Dhruthi
Venugopal and Chieh-Yu
Hsu of Chinese Taipei sailed
past Nidhi Chilumula and
Rishika Sunkara 6-3, 6-3.

The results: $25,000 ITF men,
Shenzhen: First round: Tung-
Lin Wu (Tpe) bt Karunuday
Singh 6-3, 7-6(4).

$15,000 ITF women, Hua Hin:
Pre-quarterfinals: Chieh-Yu
Hsu (Tpe) & Dhruthi Venugopal
bt Nidhi Chilumula & Rishika
Sunkara 6-3, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Naiman,
China: Pre-quarterfinals: Gai
Ao (Chn) & Miyabi Inoue (Jpn)
bt Kim Dabin (Kor) & Karman
Kaur Thandi 6-4, 6-3.

Sports Bureau

Shenzhen, China

Karunuday exits 

South Africa stand-in skip-
per Dean Elgar has said
Kagiso Rabada’s ban from
the second match of the
England series is a “big loss
for Test cricket” and not
just for the Proteas.

The 22-year-old received
a one-match ban for swear-
ing at Ben Stokes following
his dismissal of the Eng-
land all-rounder.

“It's a big loss for
everything, the Proteas
and Test cricket,” Elgar
told reporters. Rabada has
taken 77 wickets in 18 ca-
reer Tests at an impressive
average of under 25 apiece
and Elgar said: “He is a vi-
tally important bowler.
He's been a phenomenal
strength to our bowling at-
tack for the last three years
in all formats... I think for
the game of cricket it is a
loss.” 

Rabada’s ban
a ‘big loss’,
says Elgar 
Agence France-Presse

London

Rabada. * AFP

SPORT
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The gold rush at the Asian
Championships may not of-
fer a clear picture of the cur-
rent state of Indian athletics
at the continental level but
Bahadur Singh, the chief na-
tional coach, believes that
considerable progress has
been made.

“Last year, around 35 ath-
letes qualified for the
Olympics where the qualify-
ing mark itself was a sort of
Asian level. That means our
standard has gone up,” said
Bahadur, in a chat with The
Hindu, here.

“Apart from the 12 golds at
the Asians, we narrowly
missed a few more. Tintu
Luka had viral fever and had
she been fit, it would have
been very easy for her. In
men’s shot put, Tajinderpal
Singh Toor missed gold by
three centimetres and long
jumper V. Neena also had a
close miss.”

The Asians gold medal-
lists get automatic berths for
next month’s Worlds and if
one leaves out the relay
teams, race walkers and
marathoners, 11 athletes
have made the cut to Lon-
don (including six who had
qualified earlier). 

Bahadur feels that the
Inter-State Nationals, which
begin in Guntur on Saturday,
will see a few more achiev-
ing the qualification stand-
ard. 

Second-string teams
Many of the countries, in-
cluding China and Japan,
sent only their second-string
while strong Bahrain did not
even send a team to
Bhubaneswar. The post-
ponement of the Asians by a
month also kept away many
stars.

But Bahadur would not
buy the no-stars argument.
“Well, nobody stopped them

from coming. And if you are
not good, you will not be
able to do 83 or 84m in
men’s javelin. And same is
the case with our 400m run-
ners too.”

He picked Neeraj Chop-
ra’s gold-winning throw of
85.23m in the javelin as the
most outstanding perform-
ance of the Asians. 

“That was the best and all
the top athletes were
present in his event. He also

finished fifth in the recent
Paris Diamond League
which had the world’s best,”
said Bahadur.

“He has a very good
chance in the Worlds. But if I
say that he will win a medal,
it will put unnecessary pres-
sure on him… but he is in
that range.”

Anju Bobby George, the
only Indian to win a senior
Worlds medal, also voted for
Neeraj’s show but cautioned

that the country should not
get carried away with the
performances of the others. 

“We may have gone up in
terms of golds but I don’t
think we have made a big
jump performance-wise, ex-
cept probably in one or two
events,” said Anju, the gov-
ernment’s national observer
for athletics along with P.T.
Usha. “For example, Neeraj
was close to his best and I
feel he is our best bet for the
2020 Tokyo Olympics.”

She added the home ath-
letes enjoyed an edge with
solid preparation and huge
crowd support.

“Perhaps, if we have it in
Wuhan again, like last time
when we won four golds, we
may win a gold or two ex-
tra,” said long jump national
record holder Anju. “And I
would say the big surprise
was P.U. Chitra’s 1500m
gold.”

Good show, but let’s not 
get carried away
Chief coach Bahadur Singh expects Neeraj Chopra to do well at the Worlds

Stan Rayan

BHUBANESWAR

Great Indian hope: A lot is expected of World junior javelin champion Neeraj Chopra, who nailed
gold at the Asian meet on Sunday, at next month’s World Championships. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

ASIAN ATHLETICS

Incident-illed week: Apart from some exciting stage inishes, this year’s Tour de France 
has witnessed some mishaps with Richie Porte’s crash on Sunday being one of the more 
serious ones. * REUTERS
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Thrills and spills

Grandmaster P.
Harikrishna played out a
draw with table topper
Teimour Radjabov in a
fourth-round encounter to
remain in second position
at the the Geneva FIDE
Grand Prix, here.

The World No. 22, play-
ing with black pieces, tried
hard, but the Azerbaijan
GM was at his defensive
best and led the game to-
wards neutral territory
after one and a half hours.

“The game was pretty
solid as many pieces were
exchanged in quick succes-
sion,” he said. After the end
of four rounds, Harikrishna
had won one and drawn
three games to be on two
and a half points.

Hari holds
Radjabov 
Press Trust of India

Geneva

Abhijeet Gupta needed
barely 25 minutes of thinking
time to inflict a crushing 24-
move defeat on Australia’s
veteran International Master
Aleksandar Wohl in the
ninth and final round as In-
dia virtually monopolised
the medals in the Common-
wealth chess championship
here on Monday.

The 27-year-old Grand-
master also completed a hat-
trick of titles and fourth in all
to become the most success-
ful player in the history of
the Commonwealth
championship.

Before this resounding tri-
umph, Abhijeet shared the
record of three titles with
England’s Nigel Short. For
the record, Abhijeet scored
7.5 points from nine rounds.
Vaibhav Suri and Tejas Bakre
followed with seven points
and finished in that order.

As expected, India domin-
ated the event, winning 16
gold, 16 silver and 16 bronze
medals. The three medals
that eluded the grasp of the
host were gold and bronze in

senior (over-60) and the sil-
ver in under-8 section.

Among the ladies, Swati
Ghate deservedly won the
crown by beating Kumar
Gaurav in the final round.
Swati’s superior tie-break
score kept her ahead of Mary
Ann Gomes and Tania Sach-
dev after they tied at six.

Leading ninth-round results:
Abhijeet Gupta (7.5) bt
Aleksandar Wohl (Aus, 6.5); Ab-
hijit Kunte (6.5) drew with
Vaibhav Suri (7); M. S. Thej Ku-
mar (6) lost to Tejas Bakre (7);
Arjun Egaisi (6.5) drew with P.

Shyam Nikhil (6.5); Shardul
Gagare (6) drew with Ziaur
Rahman (Ban, 6); Swapnil Dho-
pade (6) drew with Tania Sach-
dev (6); Deepan Chakkravarthy
(5.5) drew with Mary Ann
Gomes (6); Swati Ghate (6) bt
Kumar Gaurav (5).

Top-three standings: Open: 1.
Abhijeet, 2-3 Vaibhav and Tejas;
Women: 1-3 Swati, Mary Ann
and Tania.

Boys: U-20: 1-2 Mohammad
Nubairshah Shaikh, Shardul
Gagare (5.5), 3. Kushager Krish-
nater (5); U-18: 1. S. Jayakumaar
(6.5), 2. Ameya Audi (5.5), S.

Adhithya (5); U-16: 1. Vatsal
Singhania (6), 2. Pruthu Desh-
pande (5.5), 3. Mitrabha Guha
(5); U-14: 1-2. Arjun Erigaisi,
Sankalp Gupta (6 each), 3.
Ashutosh Banerjee (5.5); U-12:
1. S. Rohith Krishna (6.5), 2-3.
Adarsh Tripathi and Sreeshwan
Maralakshikari (5.5 each); U-10:
1-2. Raahil Mullick, Soyamsree
Mohanty (6 each), 3. Bhavik
Ahuja (5.5); U-8: 1. Sriansh Das
(6), 2-3. Reja Neer Manon
(Ban), K. Sai Tanish (5.5).

Girls: U-20: 1. Arpita Mukherjee
(6), 2-3 Parnali Dharia and Sak-
shi Chitlange (5 each); U-18: 1.
Aakanksha Hagawane (6), 2.
Ananya Suresh (5.5), 3.
Chandreyee Hajra; U-16: 1-3. K.
Priyanka, Samriddhaa Ghosh
and V. Toshali (5.5); U-14: 1.
Saina Salonika (6), 2. L. Jyoth-
sna (5.5), 3. D. Jishitha (5);
U-12: 1. Divya Deshpande (6.5),
2-3. Bhagyashree Patil and Dhy-
ana Patel (5.5); U-10: 1. M.
Sahithi Varshini (6), 2-3. Snithia
Sarkar and Savitha Shri (5.5);
U-8: A. N. Shefali (6), 2-3 Hiya
Panchal and Suhaani Lohia
(5.5).

Seniors (over-60): 1. Hanif Mol-
lah (Ban, 4), 2-3 Wazeer Ahmad
Khan (India) and Lim Kian Hwa
(Mas) (3.5 each).

Abhijeet completes hat-trick in style
Memorable day for Swati; India wins 16 out of 17 golds in Commonwealth chess
Rakesh Rao

New Delhi

Grand Master: Abhijeet Gupta poses with the winner’s trophy
after winning for the third straight time. * RAKESH RAO

Odisha Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik on Monday

felicitated all the Indian

medal winners in the Asian

athletics championships,

where the country

registered its best-ever

haul.

While ₹10 lakh was

awarded to gold medallists,

₹7.5 lakh was given to

silver medal winners and ₹5

lakh to each bronze

medallist. 

Medallists rewarded
Press Trust of India

BHUBANESWAR



A statue of a Chinese goddess
that became a social media
sensation after being pic-
tured flying business class for
a Southeast Asian tour has
headed home after putting
her feet up at a premium air-
port lounge in Singapore, or-
ganisers said on Monday.

Adorned in brightly col-
oured clothes, an extravag-
ant headdress and garlands
of flowers and cash, Chinese
sea goddess Mazu got the
chance to relax a little in the
lounge early on Friday be-
fore a flight home — on busi-

ness class, no less — follow-
ing a whirlwind seven-day
tour of Malaysia and
Singapore.

The statue made head-
lines after it was pictured
strapped into a business
class seat on the way to Kuala
Lumpur from a temple on an
island in China’s Fujian
province, believed to be the
birthplace of the goddess,
who is revered as a patron of
sailors and fishermen.

Luxury treatment
But after the luxury treat-
ment on the first leg, the
goddess and two heavenly

guardians had to take the
road for the rest of the trip,
travelling from Kuala Lum-
pur to Malacca by bus, be-
fore journeying down to
neighbouring Singapore at
the back of a lorry.

Singapore’s immigration
authority clarified on
Monday that the goddess and
her entourage spent just over
an hour clearing the land
border between Malaysia
and the city-state, rather
than several hours as had
previously been reported.

Mazu Ancestor Temple ad-
ministrator Lin Junhua said
that close to 300,000 de-

votees came out to see the
goddess in both countries.

Going to the people
The organisers of the tour
decided to bring Mazu to
Malaysia and Singapore for
tours of Chinese temples be-
cause the countries’ ethnic
Chinese communities revere
the goddess.

“We’re very encouraged
by it and since there are
Mazu temples where there
are Chinese immigrants, we
certainly don’t rule out the
possibility of taking (the
deity) to as far as San Fran-
cisco some day,” he said.

Sea goddess completes bus and air journey
The deity was brought to Malaysia and Singapore for tours of Chinese temples

Agence France-Presse

Singapore

A Xiamen light attendant
next to a statue of the
Chinese sea goddess.

* AFP/MEIZHOU MAZU TEMPLE
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World’s oldest hippo dies
at Philippine zoo 
MANILA

Bertha, believed to be the

world’s oldest hippopotamus

in captivity, has died aged 65,

the Manila zoo said on

Monday, having beaten the

typical lifespan of hippos by

decades. The 2.5-tonne

female, the zoo’s oldest

resident, died of multiple

organ failure, zoo director

James Dichaves said. AFP

IN BRIEF

The Rolling Stones 
may get a musical soon
LONDON

Workshops are taking place in

the British capital to spot

actors for a potential Rolling

Stones musical. The iconic

band, comprising Mick

Jagger, Ronnie Woods, Keith

Richards and Charlie Watts, is

said to have inspired theatre

producers, who are yet to get

a nod from the rockers to

start production. IANS

Churchill’s secret papers
go under the hammer
LONDON

Secret documents signed by

former British Prime Minister

Winston Churchill have been

sold for a £7,400 (₹6.14 lakh)

at an auction in the U.K. One

of the documents, dated June

12, 1914, discusses plans to

build a tunnel between

England and France. It is the

only signed copy known to be

in existence. PTI

Voices echo around the mag-
nificent, luminous dome of
Breda prison, breaking the
silence of the 130-year-old
building, now empty of in-
mates like dozens of others
in the Netherlands.

Falling crime rates over
the last decade, as well as
changing ideas about punish-
ing criminals have robbed
this penitentiary of its ori-
ginal purpose, and its gates
clanged shut in 2014.

Built in 1886, it was pos-
sible to watch everything
happening in the prison
from its central courtyard
under the main dome — a
classic example of the 18th

century social theory of Pan-
opticism on passive beha-

viour when people are con-
stantly observed, first
mooted by the English philo-
sopher Jeremy Bentham and
later built upon by his
French counterpart Michel
Foucault.

Metal spiral staircases
snake all around the dome
down to the former canteen
under the glass floor. Old
sports areas are marked out
on concrete, all are surroun-
ded by cells stacked four
storeys high, their now-rus-
ted doors swinging open.

Unlike the previous occu-
pants, some 90 businesses
hold the keys to the building,
free to come and go at will. 

Miguel de Waard, co-
founder of the 3D Red Panda
VR start-up, is among those
who believe they have found

a perfect office location,
helping give new life to a pro-
tected national monument.

“We just instantly fell in

love with this particular of-
fice: the high ceiling, the nice
touches and the big windows
and the lighting,” said Mr. de

Waard. But he acknowledged
the past has cast long shad-
ows. “Every time we enter
the dome or the women’s
prison, it’s pretty dark, that’s
true. And there’s a lot of his-
tory and sometimes you can
feel it as well,” he said.

“The first time we were
here and we had the keys, we
were, like, wandering
around at night in the dark
and it’s a pretty amazing
experience.”

Focus on reintegration
There are now only 38 pris-
ons still in operation in the
Netherlands, with 27 closed
since 2014. 

Six were sold for about
€20.7 million euros, while
others have been rented out,
often as centres for asylum

of people imprisoned every
year in the Netherlands fell
from 50,650 in 2005 to
37,790 in 2015. And the rate
of incarceration stands at 57
prisoners per 1,00,000 resid-
ents, compared with 458 in
the U.S.

So the Dutch have sought
to put their empty cells to
good use. A detention centre
in northern Veenhuizen has
been rented out — guards in-
cluded — to Norway to house
its own inmates. A former
women’s jail in northeastern
Zwolle is now an award-win-
ning restaurant.

With a €60 million price
tag, a penitentiary in Amster-
dam Overamstel is to be
transformed into a new res-
idential district with thou-
sands of homes. 

seekers, bringing in a total of
around €18 million.

After leaping crime rates
swelled Europe’s prison pop-
ulation in the 1990s, num-
bers in the Netherlands have
dropped thanks, in part, to
prevention programmes and
a greater focus on
reintegration.

“Judges are sentencing
people in different ways. Not
more lightly, but differently,
with community service, or
ankle bracelets” and rehabil-
itation clinics, said Anneloes
van Boxtel, who administers
the Interior Ministry’s real
estate.

Crimes fell some 26%
between 2007 and 2015, ac-
cording to the official Central
Statistics Bureau. 

In a decade, the number

Life behind bars gets a twist in empty Dutch jails
One prison was rented out to Norway to house its inmates and a former women’s jail has transformed into an award-winning restaurant

Agence France-Presse

Breda

Business hub: The inside of Boschpoort Prison at Breda in the
south of the Netherlands. * AFP

Liquid mirror: Relections on the Bald Eagle Lake are a riot of colour during the annual hot air balloon rodeo at Steamboat Springs
in Colorado, U.S., on Sunday. * AFP
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Riding high

A men-only island in Japan
where women are banned
and male visitors must bathe
naked in the sea before visit-
ing its shrine, has been de-
clared a UNESCO World Her-
itage site.

The tiny landmass of
Okinoshima is permanently
manned by a Shinto priest
who prays to the island’s
goddess, in a tradition that
has been kept up for
centuries.

Limited numbers are per-
mitted to land on the island
in the Sea of Japan (East Sea)
— this year it was 200 — for a
yearly festival that lasts just
two hours, but they must ad-
here to strict rules.

Most importantly, they
must be men, but they must
also strip off and take a puri-
fying dip in the ocean before
they are allowed to set foot
on the sacred ground of the
shrine.

Mulling visitor ban
Despite its inscription on the
UNESCO’s World Heritage
list — often the prelude to a
leap in tourist numbers —
shrine officials say they are
now considering banning fu-
ture travel for anyone apart
from priests, partly out of
fears the island could be
“destroyed” by too many
visitors.

“The island has some-
times been said to ban wo-
men, but in principle any-
one but the priests who pray
there for 365 days a year is
barred from entering,” said a
spokesman.

The ban on women visit-
ors specifically “has nothing
to do with discrimination
against women,” the official

said over phone. It is con-
sidered dangerous for wo-
men to travel by sea to get to
the island and the shrine will
not change the centuries-old
rule, he said. 

The island, which sits off
the north-west coast of Ky-
ushu, the southernmost of
Japan’s four main islands,
was an important window
for foreign trade in Japan
since ancient times, forming
part of a trade route that
linked the archipelago to the
Korean peninsula and
China.

Thousands of gold rings
and other valuable items
have been found there.
“These treasures are be-
lieved to have been offered
to the gods in order to pray
for national prosperity and
the safety of marine traffic,”
says the website of Mun-
akata Taisha, the shrine
which owns Okinoshima.

UNESCO’s heritage com-
mittee considered 33 sites
for the prestigious status at
its annual gathering in
Poland.

On Sunday, it also accep-

ted Taputapuatea, a portion
of the “Polynesian Triangle”
in the South Pacific thought
to be the last part of the
globe settled by humans, to
the list. It also added Bri-
tain’s Lake District — muse
for artists from William
Wordsworth to Beatrix Pot-
ter — and the Valongo wharf
in Rio de Janeiro where
people from Africa were first
brought as slaves to Brazil.

Caves and mines
Ancient caves in west Ger-
many with art dating back to
the Ice Age and disused sil-
ver ore mines in southern
Poland are also among UN-
ESCO’s listings. 

The caves are in the west-
ern German state of Baden-
Wuerttemberg, where ar-
chaeologists have dis-
covered ancient instruments
and carvings made from
mammoth ivory. One of the
carvings is a 40,000-year-
old figure known as the
Venus of Hohle Fels. Histori-
ans say it is the oldest known
image of a human. 

(With inputs from AP)

Landmass manned by Shinto priests in ancient tradition

Agence France-Presse

Tokyo

Sacred spot: The Okitsugu shrine of the Munakata Taisha on
Okinoshima island. * AFP

Japan’s men-only island
gets UNESCO heritage tag

A Japanese artist has used
thousands of fish in illumin-
ated tanks to create a
sprawling psychedelic visual
art installation, drawing
tens of thousands of viewers
in Tokyo.

Hidetomo Kimura’s trav-
elling ‘Art Aquarium’ exhibi-
tion puts on display around
5,000 goldfish and 3,000
other maritime creatures,
such as seahorses, in 130
LED-lit tanks of various
shapes, colours and sizes.

The LED displays provide
a colourful variety of mov-
ing images, such as one of
sakura blossoms falling se-
renely from the sky, to the
accompaniment of music.

Lively touch
“I wanted to create an
artistic installation which is
alive by using real fish,
rather than materials or pic-
tures,” Mr. Kimura said on
the sidelines of the
exhibition.

Mr. Kimura creates sim-
ilar installations several
times a year to show all over
Japan. This year’s ‘Art
Aquarium’, which marks a
decade since Kimura’s first
such display, is also set to

show in the western city of
Kyoto in the fall.

This year’s exhibition fea-
tures hundreds of varieties
of goldfish, including sev-
eral cross-bred species. 

The fish swim in bubbling
fish bowls made of magnify-
ing glass, draped with lace
or shaped like Japanese lan-
terns, among others.

One of the new works this
year, in which Black Moor
goldfish swirl about as their
shadows are projected onto
a white LED screen, creates
an illusion of a Japanese ink-
and-wash painting.

The exhibition is on show
at the Nihonbashi Mitsui
Hall till September 24. 

Thousands of goldish
bring art exhibit to life 

Form illusion of Japanese ink painting

Reuters

TOKYO

Fish displayed in illuminated
tanks at the exhibition in
Tokyo. * REUTERS

Young children know that
name-calling is wrong.
Tweens are taught the perils
of online bullying and re-
venge porn: It’s unaccept-
able and potentially illegal. 

But celebrities who en-
gage in flagrant attacks on
social media are rewarded
with worldwide attention.
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s most popular tweet
to date is a video that shows
him fake-pummelling a per-
sonification of CNN. Reality
TV star Rob Kardashian was
trending last week after at-
tacking his former fiance on
Instagram in a flurry of posts
so explicit his account was
shut down. He continued the
attacks on Twitter, where he
has more than 7.6 million
followers.

Incivility on the rise
While public interest in bad
behaviour is nothing new,
social media has created a
vast new venue for incivility
to be expressed, witnessed
and shared. And experts say
it’s affecting social interac-
tions in real life. 

“Over time, the attitudes
and behaviours that we are
concerned with right now in
social media will bleed out
into the physical world,” said

Karen North, a psychologist
and director of the Univer-
sity of Southern California’s
Digital Social Media Pro-
gram. “We’re supposed to
learn to be polite and civil in
society. But what we have
right now is a situation
where a number of role mod-
els are acting the opposite of
that ... And by watching it,
we vicariously feel it, and
our own attitudes and beha-
viours change as a result.” 

Catherine Steiner-Adair, a
psychologist and author of
The Big Disconnect –Protect-
ing Childhood and Family Re-
lationships in the Digital Age,
said she’s already seeing the
effects. 

She said she’s been con-
fronted by students across
the country asking why
celebrities and political lead-
ers are allowed to engage in
name-calling and other activ-
ities for which they would be
punished. 

On some middle school
campuses, “Trumping”
means to grab a girl’s rear
end, she said. And teenagers
have killed themselves over
the kind of exposure of
private images Mr. Kar-
dashian levelled at Blac
Chyna, with whom he has an
infant daughter. 

“We are normalising beha-
viours, and it’s affecting

some kids,” Ms. Steiner-Adair
said. “And what’s affecting
kids that is profound is their
mistrust of grown-ups who
are behaving so badly. Why
aren’t they stopping this?” 

Cyber incivility, particu-
larly when practised by cul-
tural leaders, can have a pro-
found impact on human
relations, Ms. North said. 

Studies show that young
people who witness aggress-
ive behaviour in adults
model and expand on that
behaviour. She pointed to

Stanford University psycho-
logist Albert Bandura’s fam-
ous “Bobo Doll Experi-
ment”, which found that
kids who saw adults hit a doll
in frustration not only hit the
doll as well, but attacked it
with weapons. 

Social media is an atmo-
sphere devoid of the social
cues that mitigate behaviour
in real life, she said. When vi-
olating social norms in per-
son, there’s immediate feed-
back from others through
body language and tone of

voice. No such indicators ex-
ist online, and retweets can
feel like validation. 

Cruel and humiliating
posts often become “an in-
stant hit online,” Ms. Steiner-
Adair said. “It’s one of the
best ways to become
popular.”

Bystander culture
Viral posts then get main-
stream media attention,
spreading digital nastiness
into everyday conversation. 

By not expressly rejecting
cruel or hateful online beha-
viour, “we are creating a
bystander culture where
people think this is funny,”
she said. 

“When we tolerate leaders
in the popular media like a
Kardashian, or a President
behaving in this way, we are
creating a very dangerous
petri dish for massive cul-
tural change,” Ms. Steiner-
Adair added. 

Young people, who may
be the most plugged in, are
getting mixed messages as
they form their moral con-
cepts. 

“It behoves us all to ques-
tion why we are participating
in this mob of reactivity,” Ms.
Steiner-Adair said, “and
what are the character traits
we need to model for our
children.” 

How online behaviour impacts real life
When adults bully on social media and get ‘likes’ and retweets in response, a wrong message gets out

Associated Press

Los Angeles

Etiquette important: Young people can be easily inluenced
by what goes on in the virtual world. * AP

Scientists have created
miniature versions of Sat-
urn, complete with rings,
by electrifying tiny
droplets of fluids.

The advance may pave
the way for generating mi-
croscopic and uniform
particles and capsules that
are often used in products
such as drugs, inks, cos-
metics and paints.

Researchers from North-
western University in the
U.S., and colleagues
wanted to explore what
happens when drops of li-
quid are submerged in
more electrically conduct-
ive fluids — specifically,
drops of silicone oil sus-
pended in castor oil.

When an electric field is
applied to a drop of silic-
one oil suspended in castor
oil, the drop can flatten
and emit rings of fluid from
its equator that break up
into droplets. If an electric
field is strong enough, re-
searchers found that the
equators of these squashed
drops emit concentric
rings of droplets, making
the drops look like mini-
ature versions of Saturn.

The findings will be pub-
lished in the journal Phys-
ical Review Letters.

Scientists
create ‘mini
Saturns’
Press Trust of India

Washington


