follow us:

monday, july 3, 2017

Delhi
City Edition

thehindu.com
facebook.com/thehindu
twitter.com/the_hindu

28 pages 앫 ₹10.00

Nitish says he will
attend RJD rally on
August 27, if invited

A series of car bomb
blasts kills at least 18
people in Damascus

Moody’s predicts GST
will be positive for
India’s credit proile

Ekta Bisht’s ive-for helps
India score a massive
win over Pakistan

page 6

page 12

page 13

page 15

P rin ted at . C he nna i . C o i m bato r e . Be n g a lu ru . H y d e r a b ad . M a du ra i . Noida . Visa khapat n am . T hiru vanant hapu ram . Kochi . V i j ayawada . Ma n ga lu ru . T i ru c hi r a pa l li . Kol kata . Hu b ba l li . Moh a l i . Ma l a ppu r a m . Mu m ba i . Ti ru pat i . lu c kn ow

Pakistan denies consular
access to Jadhav yet again

NEARBY

Says equating him with other prisoners is ‘travesty of logic’
Jet Airways’ oicial held
for grabbing govt. land
GHAZIABAD

A senior Jet Airways oicial
has been arrested from New
Delhi on land grabbing
charges, police said. Avneet
Singh Bedi, posted in Mumbai
as Jet Airways’ chief security
oicer, was arrested on
Sunday night from his
Panchsheel Park residence in
south Delhi.
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MUBASHIR ZAIDI
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Sunday again rejected India’s request for
consular access to Kulbhushan Jadhav, a former Indian naval officer who was
sentenced to death for espionage and terrorism by a
Pakistani military court in
April this year.
His mercy petition is
pending with Pakistani
Army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa. India denied
the charges made out
against Jadhav, and moved
the International Court of
Justice against the conviction and got a stay on the execution. Pakistan insists that
the reprieve is temporary.
Pakistan has turned down
at least five Indian requests
for consular access to Jadhav
since his arrest in Ba-

Kulbhushan Jadhav

lochistan province last year.
India’s External Affairs Ministry on Saturday again requested for consular access
to Jadhav when both countries exchanged lists of prisoners under a 2008
agreement.
In response to yet another
Indian
request,
Pakistani Foreign Office
spokesman Nafees Zakariya

said India’s attempt to
equate the Jadhav case with
those of civilian prisoners
and fishermen was a travesty of logic. “Jadhav is a
serving Indian naval officer
and sent to Pakistan by the
RAW for espionage, terrorism and subversive activities
that resulted in the loss of
many innocent lives and
damage to property,” he said
in a statement in Islamabad.

‘Deliberate delay’
He said Pakistan ensured effective implementation of
the consular access agreement with India. But he
blamed India for deliberately delaying release of civilian Pakistani prisoners.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
PAKISTAN SEEKS TIME IN
SAMJHAUTA CASE 쑺 PAGE 10
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Aerosols ‘shrinking’ India’s monsoon
Greenhouse gases cause concern, but scientists are more worried about particulates

On eve of PM’s tour, Palestine
hopes to keep India ties irm
Modi will be in Tel Aviv & Jerusalem from July 4; will not travel to Palestinian side
suhasini Haidar
TEL AVIV

India’s relations with Israel
should not come at the “expense of ties” with Palestine,
but the Palestinian Authority
(PA) understands the need
for India to de-hyphenate
ties with both, says the
Palestinian President’s diplomatic adviser Dr. Majdi
ElKhaldi in an interview
ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel.
“Our interest is [for
Palestine] to deepen our relationship, and we hope that
stronger ties with Israel will
not come at the expense of
this relationship. We understand that India has to manage its own balance in the region, and we would like to
make [a] separation between

8 gems missing from
Padmanabha idol
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

week. He said aerosols were
“the major cause of
weakening of the monsoon.”

Jacob Koshy
New Delhi

While greenhouse gases, or
GHGs, are causing concern
about the long-term fate of
the Indian monsoon,
researchers now think
aerosols from vehicular
exhaust, half-burnt crop
residue, dust and chemical
effluents may be weakening
the life-giving rainy season
even more than GHGs.
An Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, Pune,
team led by climatologist R.
Krishnan studying the likely
monsoon impact of GHGs
over the next century has
come to this conclusion.
In 2015, Mr. Krishnan
reported in the journal
Climate Dynamics that a mix
of GHGs, aerosols and
changes in forest and

Dust cloud impact: The temperature over both land and sea is
depressed by aersols, afecting the monsoon. SANDEEP SAXENA
*

agricultural cover was
affecting the strength of the
monsoon, which was known
to be weakening over the
last 50 years. This result was
based on mathematical
modelling and computer
simulation. The relative
contribution of the

individual factors, however,
was not clear then. “New
simulations suggest that
aerosols may be a far more
important factor than
GHGs,” said Mr. Krishnan,
who spoke at a meeting of
the Indian Academy of
Sciences in Bengaluru last

New modelling
The scientist and his team
used an upgraded
forecasting model that was
used this year by the India
Meteorological Department
for forecasts. The model will
help prepare India’s first
home-grown forecast of
climate change from global
warming, and be part of
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change reports.
Dust clouds shield the
earth from the sun’s rays,
depressing land and sea
temperatures. The
monsoon, which is
produced by the difference
in temperature between the
two, is thus weakened.

these ties as well,” Mr.
ElKhaldi, told The Hindu in
an interview over the telephone from Amman, Jordan,
where he is currently.
Mr. Modi will travel to Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem from July
4, and will be the first Indian

Eight diamonds, forming
part of the naamam (tilak) of
the
Sree
Padmanabha
Swamy idol in the eponymous
temple
in
Thiruvananthapuram, are
missing, and the Crime
Branch is investigating the
alleged theft, the amicus
curiae reported to the Su-

preme Court.
Senior advocate Gopal
Subramanium, the amicus
in the court-monitored case
to bring transparency in the
administration of the Sree
Padmanabha
Swamy
temple, said the diamonds
were a vital part of the daily
rituals.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10

Prime Minister to visit Israel.
However, unlike President
Mukherjee, and three External Affairs Ministers
Jaswant Singh (2000), S.M.
Krishna (2012) and Sushma
Swaraj (2016), Mr. Modi will
not pay a visit to the

Palestinian side.
Instead, the government
had hosted Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in
Delhi in May this year, separately signing several agreements on development assistance,
and
backing
Palestine’s claim to a “twostate solution.”
“Our President spoke to
Prime Minister Modi at
length about the need to
bring a resumption of IsraelPalestine dialogue and an acceptance of Palestine’s just
demand for a two-state solution along the 1967-lines,
with East Jerusalem as a capital,” Mr. ElKhaldi said.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
MODI’S VISIT A FORMAL COMING
OUT, SAYS ENVOY 쑺 PAGE 10

Gun-toting militants
at LeT man’s funeral
Peerzada Ashiq
Srinagar

Amid a shutdown call by
separatists and curfew-like
restrictions imposed by authorities in parts of the Valley, hundreds of locals participated in the funeral of
slain Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
commander Bashir Lashkari
in
south
Kashmir’s
Kokernag on Sunday. Gun-

men, apparently associated
with the LeT, were seen accompanying the body.
Lashkari, who carried a reward of ₹10 lakh on his head
and was an ‘A plus plus’ militant, was killed, along with
his Pakistani associate Abu
Maaz, in an encounter on
Saturday.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10

Acid attack
on U.P. rape
victim again
Omar Rashid
LUCKNOW

A 38-year-old rape and acid
attack survivor from the
Dalit community faced her
fourth acid attack here on
Saturday evening in the
compound of the hostel
she is living in though she
has been accorded police
protection.
She suffered injuries on
the face and chest.
The woman, a mother of
two, works at a cafe in the
State capital run by acid attack survivors.
She was admitted to the
King George Medical University, and is being treated
at the trauma centre.

No FIR filed
No FIR has been registered
yet, but the police are investigating the case.
The victim was earlier
attacked in March. Miscreants forced acid down her
throat while she was on a
train to Lucknow from her
village in Rae Bareli.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had then visited her in hospital and announced an assistance of ₹1
lakh.
On the Chief Minister’s
direction, an armed guard
was provided for her security round the clock.
Additional Director-General of police, Lucknow,
Abhay Kumar Prasad said it
was likely that the woman
was attacked while she was
talking on the phone in the
dark. “We have informed
her relatives. Investigation
has started,” Mr. Prasad
said.
CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
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OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

BIRTH CENTENARY
DELHI

Timings

Monday, July 03

RISE 05:28 SET 19:23
RISE 14:25 SET 01:24

DEATH

Tuesday, July 04

RISE 05:28 SET 19:23
RISE 15:18 SET 01:59
Wednesday, July 05

RISE 05:29 SET 19:23
RISE 16:09 SET 02:36

Transferred woman cop sees
it as reward for good work

Seven killed
in road
accident

She had arrested ive BJP workers for violating traic rules in Bulandshahr

Seven persons were killed
on Sunday and 14 others injured, when their tractortrolley was hit by a truck at
Rairu by-pass road in the
district, police said.
After the mishap, the
angry locals torched the
truck and blocked the National Highway for two
hours, the eyewitnesses
said.
While six persons were
killed on the spot, one died
later. The injured have
been admitted to a hospital, said Additional Superintendent of Police
(West) Dinesh Kaushal. Mr
Kaushal said the police
doused the fire before the
truck was totally burnt.
The eye-witnesses added the irate locals also
blocked the nearby AgraMumbai Highway. They
claimed it took a lot of time
for the ambulance to reach
the mishap site.

Press Trust of India
Gwalior

they had gone to Lucknow to
complain against the officer
as she had “demoralised”
local party cadres.

Staff Reporter
Meerut

Shrestha Thakur, the woman
police officer who was transferred from Bulandshahr to
Bahraich on Saturday after
she took on BJP leaders for
violating traffic rules last
week, said she saw her transfer as a “reward for good
work.”

‘I am happy’
“Got transfer to Bahraich,
it’s Nepal border. Don’t
worry my friends, I am
happy. I accept it as a reward
for my good work. U all are
invited to Bahraich,” she said
on her Facebook page.
Ms. Thakur, the circle officer of Syana in Bulandshahr, had arrested five BJP
workers for obstructing a
government servant from
discharging her duty.

Shrestha Thakur

*

A video of Ms. Thakur
chiding senior BJP workers
of Bulandshahr allegedly for
breaking traffic rules and demanding a relaxation, had
gone viral, earning her
praise for doing her duty.
She had, during the confrontation, asked the BJP
leaders to get a written order

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

from Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath that “police had
no power to check vehicles.”
She had accused the BJP
workers of “goondaism and
maligning the name of the
party.”
Local BJP leaders boasted
to the local media that Ms.
Thakur's transfer came after

‘Part of shake-up’
Bulandshahr SSP Muniraj J
said the transfer of Ms.
Thakur along with four other
Deputy SP rank police officers in Bulandshahr was
part of the State-wide transfer of 44 Deputy SPs, 88 Inspectors and 359 Sub-Inspectors. The State DGP on
Saturday also transferred
1,135 constables and head
constables as part of a
shake-up.
Mukesh Bhardwaj, the Bulandshahr president of the
BJP, told the media that 11
MLAs and the local MP, had
gone and met Mr Adityanath
last week, demanding action
against Ms. Thakur.

Minor foils kin’s bid to get her married
Child welfare panel tells police to ile case against accused
Press Trust of India
Kota

A 17-year-old girl, with the
help of her younger brother,
foiled a bid to marry her off
to a man double her age allegedly by her uncle in Jagpura area here.
On the basis of a complaint by the girl, the child
welfare committee (CWC)
has ordered police to register a case against the
accused.
The girl, along with her
15-year-old brother, last
evening reached Mahila police station and complained
that her maternal uncle
Haricharan was forcefully
marrying her off to a 35year-old
alcoholic
for
money, Assistant Sub-Inspector Ram Dayal said.

Her uncle reportedly took
₹1 lakh from the man. He
gave ₹50,000 to the girl’s
parents and kept the rest
with himself, he said.

Girl threatened
When the girl refused to get
married,
her
uncle
threatened that her parents
then have to return ₹1 lakh
to the groom, the officer
said.
The accused got the girl
engaged to the man on June
23 and also a ‘mehndi ceremony’ of the girl was done
after tying her hands and
legs, Dayal said.
Haricharan was planning
to get her married on Saturday but she escaped with
her brother and approached
the police, he said.

The siblings were handed
over to the Child Line as the
matter is related to children,
the ASI said.
The CWC last evening
conducted a hearing and
sent the siblings to children
shelter homes, Child Line
coordinator
Bhupendra
Singh said.
The
committee
also
ordered police to register a
case in the matter, he said.
Circle in-charge of Anantpura police station Anil Joshi
said a police team has been
sent to record the statements of the accused and
the girl’s parents.
However, no case has
been registered in this connection so far, he said, it
would be registered after
further investigation.
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One dead in country-made
bomb attack in Berhampur

One killed, two injured
in iring at wedding
Press Trust of India
Asansol (West Bengal)

Six persons arrested following shootout
Staff Reporter
BERHAMPUR

A man was killed and another gravely
injured after a group of men allegedly
hurled bombs and attacked them
with sharp weapons near a busy
square at Berhampur in Odisha recently. The six persons involved in
the attack have been arrested by the
police following a shootout at
Rambha in Ganjam district.
Speaking to journalists, Berhampur Additional Superintendent of Police Trinath Patel said the main conspirator of the attack, Gopal Behera,
is lodged at Berhampur Circle Jail in
connection with criminal cases
against him.
The police said the accused arrived on three bikes at a roadside tea
stall at First Gate square here around
9 p.m. They hurled country-made
bombs at Upendra Behera, the owner
of the tea stall, and another youth
who was sitting there.
The assailants then attacked the
injured Upendra and fled from the
spot. Both injured persons were shifted to MKCG Medical College and
Hospital in the city, where Upendra

CM
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Behera, the main
<
> Gopal
conspirator of the attack, is
lodged at Berhampur Circle
Jail in connection with
criminal cases against him
Trinath Patel
Berhampur Additional Superintendent of Police

A woman was killed and two others were injured in a firing at a wedding in West Bengal’s
Burdwan West district at 10.30 p.m. on Saturday, the police said on Sunday.
The accused, who had opened fire at his
friend’s wedding at Kankorsole village, has
been arrested, the police said. He is a friend
of the groom’s brother, who was also injured.

was declared dead. The injured
youth is currently undergoing treatment. After the incident, the police
formed three special squads to track
down the miscreants. One of the
squads tracked down the group of
seven to a roadside dhaba in
Rambha.

Past rivalry
When the police confronted them,
they fired over eight rounds at the
team, which retaliated. Six of them
were arrested while one managed to
escape, said Mr. Patel.
All the arrested persons were from
the Badabazar police station area of
Berhampur. Three motorcycles, five
blood-stained weapons and 10
bombs were seized from the accused.
Past rivalry had led to the attack, said
Mr. Patel.
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IN BRIEF

Capital region: Naidu
warns obstructionists

Hindi letters in Bengaluru
metro signage masked
Move comes after police got tip-of that pro-Kannada groups planned to blacken them

Farmers block highway
in Mandya district
MYSURU

A small group of farmers
blocked the BengaluruMysuru highway at several
places in Mandya district on
Sunday to protest against the
release of Cauvery water from
Krishnaraja Sagar to Tamil
Nadu. This is a continuation of
the protests that began on
Friday.

Police raid a garment shop run by prominent woman actor
Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

Asserting that no force can
stop him from transforming
Amaravati into a global city,
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Sunday instructed
the officials of the A.P.Capital Region Development
Authority to firmly deal with
those filing anonymous
petitions with the World Bank
in an attempt to stall work in
the capital region.

Kerala abduction: probe
on to trace memory card

stations with Hindi signage.
BMRCL officials could not be
reached despite several
attempts.

Staff Reporter
Bengaluru

The controversy over the use
of Hindi in Namma Metro
took a bizarre turn on
Sunday as two stations, including Kempegowda interchange at Majestic, had
Hindi letters in the signage
masked.
While no decision has
been taken officially on removing Hindi from metro
signage, this “extraordinary
measure” of masking Hindi
letters became necessary to
protect the station from being vandalised, sources said.
The move came after Upparpet police got a tip-off that
pro-Kannada organisations
were planning to enter Kempegowda and Chickpete stations and blacken all signage
in Hindi.”
“In order to prevent any
untoward incident, the po-

Campaign spreads

Preventive action: Letters in Hindi masked outside Chickpete
Metro station in Bengaluru on Sunday. K. MURALI KUMAR
*

lice reportedly advised Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation (BMRCL) officials to do
away with Hindi signboards,” sources said.
Meanwhile, the two stations had a heavy security
cordon. “We were requested
to provide security by the

BMRCL and we have deployed our policemen besides the Karnataka Industrial
Security
Force
personnel,” a senior police
official said.
It is, however, not clear if
the BMRCL wants to carry
out this exercise across all

On learning about Hindi
letters in the signage being
masked at the two stations,
the#NammaMetroHindiBeda
campaign on social media
picked up steam on Sunday.
Metro users from
neighbouring Maharashtra
got influenced by it and
#AapaliMetroHindiNako was
trending in the evening.
The #NammaMetroHindi
Beda campaign started in
June-end against the
“imposition” of Hindi in
Bengaluru. It seeks removal
of Hindi signboards from all
Namma Metro stations and
also stopping of
announcements in Hindi in
the metro.

KOCHI

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the conspiracy behind the actor’s
abduction and assault has
begun ascertaining whether
Sunil Kumar aka ‘Pulsar’
Suni, the key accused, had
handed over the memory
card that supposedly contain footage of the crime to
someone at a garment shop
at Kakkanad.
Official sources said the
move followed a statement
by Suni that he had handed
over the memory card to
someone at the shop
through Vijesh.
As part of it, the sleuths
carried out a raid at the office of the online garment
shop run by a prominent
woman actor.
During the inspection, the
police examined the CCTV
footages and computers at

‘Pulsar’ Suni

the office, in addition to details of cash transactions. Besides the apparel store, the
police also inspected a few
other locations in Kochi, including an apartment at
Thammanam.

Letter to Dileep
The inspections followed a
letter purportedly written by
Suni to Dileep, which suggested that Suni had visited
the shop as he failed to meet

154 hectares of forest land
to go for DRDO facility in A.P.

Rama Sene protests Udupi Iftar event

It includes land in Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

T. Appala Naidu
MACHILIPATNAM

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF) has issued
forest clearance (Stage-I) to
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), approving diversion
of 154.42 hectares of forest
land for the proposed Missile Test Launch Facility at
Gullalamoda
village
in
Krishna district.
According to the order, a
copy of which is with The
Hindu, the Forest Advisory
Committee of the Central
government granted the
clearance in May on a range
of conditions under the
Forest (Conservation) Act

1980. The land includes 46
hectares of the Krishna
Wildlife Sanctuary. “The
Compensatory Afforestation
(CA), twice in extent to the
area of forest land proposed
to be diverted, should be
raised within three years
from the date of issue of the
Stage II forest clearance and
land identified for the CA
should be depicted on Survey of India.”
The DRDO should transfer the funds for the Net
Present Value of the forest to
be diverted as per the
guidelines of the Supreme
Court (2008) and design a
comprehensive
wildlife
management plan.
The order signed by the

MoEF Assistant Inspector
General, Forest Conservation Division, Rajagopal
Prashant, says: “In lieu of
the area diverted for DRDO,
an equivalent mangrove and
mudflat area adjacent and
contiguous to the sanctuary
(KWS) should be notified
and included in the KWS.”
The work should be halted during the nesting season — January to May — of
Olive Ridley Turtles and
lighting should be wildlife
friendly.
Krishna District Collector
B. Lakshmikantam told The
Hindu on Sunday that suitable land to be spared for afforestation
had
been
identified.

Hindu Janajagriti Samiti demands seer’s apology, ‘puriication’ of temple hall
tector of cows, and Hindus
considered cows sacred.
Hence, it was not correct to
allow those who might be
consuming beef to pray in a
temple, he said.
Besides, there was no instance of a Hindu festival being celebrated in a mosque.

UDUPI

Protesting the Iftar event organized by Vishwesha Tirtha
Swami of Paryaya Pejawar
Mutt, members of Sri Rama
Sene (SRS) and Hindu Janajagriti Samiti (HJS) offered
prayers to a photograph of
Lord Krishna and sang
bhajans at the Clock Tower
here on Sunday.
The Iftar was held on June
24 at the Annabrahma dinning hall in the Sri Krishna
Mutt-temple complex. The
protest lasted 40 minutes.
Mohan Bhat, secretary of
Mangaluru division of Sri
Rama Sene, said the Hindu
community held Vishwesha
Tirtha Swami in high esteem,
and the Sene was not against
the Iftar or ‘Souharda Koota’

Pramod Muthalik, Sri Rama Sene’s founder, leads a protest in
Bengaluru on Sunday against the Iftar event. K. MURALI_KUMAR
*

that he had organised. But
namaz should not have been
allowed there.
“They could have organised the ‘namaz’ in some
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Green is back

other hall. Let the seer hold
the programme in some
other hall or place, we will
all support him,” he said.
Lord Krishna was the pro-

‘Purify with cow urine’
Vijay Kumar, convener, district unit of HJS, said the
Samiti was opposed to both
the Iftar and namaz.
The
Pejawar
Swami
should apologise to the
Hindu community, he demanded.
If the venue of Iftar in the
temple was not purified with
‘go mutra’ (cow urine) his
outfit would intensify its agitation, he said.

the actor despite trying several times. Attempts are also
on to decode the veracity of
the letter, which changed
the course of the ongoing
probe.
Similarly, the police
launched a probe to ascertain whether Suni had visited the shooting locations of
the actor as a photograph
purportedly showing the
actor and Suni in a single
frame had leaked out. As
part of it, statements have
been collected from the employees of a sports academy
in Thrissur and couple of
others from the film industry. According to officials, the actor had been to
the academy premises as
part of his movie release.
‘‘We are yet to confirm if the
person in the selfie, captured by one of the employees with the actor, is Suni,”
the police said.

2 holidayers
drown in
Kuntala
Special Correspondent
ADILABAD

Two picnickers who were
taking photographs slipped
and fell from the top of
Kuntala
waterfall
in
Adilabad
district
on
Sunday and drowned.
According to the police,
the two — 23-year-old
mechanic Md. Ansar and
22-year-old degree student
Md. Fayaz — were a part of
a group of five holidayers
who had come from
Nizamabad district. Ansari
and Fayaz slipped from top
of the waterfall while taking pictures. The area is
forbidden for visitors but
there are not enough security personnel posted at
the site to man the dangerous spots.

Fate of over 100 missing A.P.
minor girls remains unclear
CID collecting details of girls; missing cases high in capital region
Rajulapudi Srinivas
VIJAYAWADA

Cases of minor girls missing
are posing a challenge to the
police in Andhra Pradesh.
The fate of 139 girls, of the
939 who were missing, is
still not known even after
five months.
With the government taking the cases seriously, Director-General of Police N.
Sambasiva Rao directed the
Crime Investigation Department to probe these cases.
The DGP, at a press conference recently, said 939
girls, aged below 18 years,
were reported either missing
or kidnapped in Andhra Pradesh, of which 800 were
traced. Efforts were on to
trace the girls and special
teams had been formed to
rescue them, Mr. Rao said.

Welcome sight: Farm workers transplanting paddy saplings at a ield in Vellapara, Palakkad, on Sunday. The monsoon rains since last week in the district and other
parts of Kerala have come as a big relief to the farmers. K. K. MUSTAFAH
*

Kerala college body expels
member over unethical claims
He gave ads saying that his colleges were ranked high
G. Mahadevan
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In what is being seen as the
fallout of cutthroat, unethical competition among selffinancing engineering colleges, the Kerala Self-Financing Engineering Colleges
Management
Association
has initiated disciplinary action against a member of the
association’s executive committee for indulging in unethical practices while advertising for his college.
On July 1, the association
expelled from its executive
committee T.R. Shamsudheen, chairman of the
CM
YK

Cochin College of Engineering, Valanchery, and the
Cochin College of Engineering, Muvattupuzha. Mr.
Shamsudheen has also been
suspended from the primary
membership of the association.
The case against Mr.
Shamsudheen is that he
claimed, in advertisements
and through Whatsapp messages, that his colleges were
placed 12th in the ranklist of
the A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technological University (KTU).
Moreover, the advertisements reportedly claimed
that other colleges were not

functioning up to the mark.
Association president Jory
Mathai told The Hindu that
when such claims of Mr.
Shamsudheen started circulating in the social media, he
had asked him not to issue
such advertisements. “He
apologised to me for the advertisements and said he
would not repeat it. However, soon afterwards advertisements started appearing in newspapers making
the same claim. We see this
as an unethical practice and
the result of cutthroat competition among member colleges.” Mr. Mathai said.

252 cases in capital
“The children, who ran
away from homes due to
various reasons, are missing
or kidnapped. We are
searching for them at bus
and railway stations, friends
and relatives’ houses,” the

4 Vijayawada girls traced in Vizag
Four girls, who went
missing from a hostel on
Saturday, were traced in
Visakhapatnam on Sunday.
They were studying in the
Bishop Azaraiah Junior
College.
The four, in Intermediate
second year, did not return
to the hostel on Saturday.

The hostel staff lodged a
complaint with the
Suryraopet police on
Sunday. Hostel management
said one girl spoke on the
cell phone with her
boyfriend in the classroom.
The teacher reprimanded
her. Later, the other girls
spoke with their friends and
planned to escape from the
hostel.

DGP said. According to the
figures released by the police on missing girls in the
last five months (from January 1 to May 31, 2017), 252
cases were reported in the
AP Capital Region (i.e. in
Guntur Rural and Urban,
Krishna and Vijayawada Police
Commissionerate
limits).
As many as 115 cases were
reported in Anantapur, of
which 105 were traced; 89
‘girl missing’ cases were registered in West Godavari, of
which 67 were traced; 104

cases were reported in Guntur Urban and Rural districts, of which 98 were
traced and restored to their
parents.
In Krishna district, 63
missing or kidnap cases
were registered and the police traced 54 girls, and in Vijayawada Police Commissionerate 85 cases were
reported, of which 68 were
traced at different places.
Meanwhile, the CID police
are collecting details of the
disappeared girls police station-wise in each district,

Staff Reporter
VIJAYAWADA

Nine more bird, biodiversity areas in Kerala
IBAs are places of international signiicance for the conservation of birds and other biodiversity
ternational significance for
the conservation of birds
and other biodiversity” and
are “distinct areas amenable
to practical conservation action,” according to BirdLife
International.

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

The bird and biodiversityrich areas in Kerala are drawing global attention with
nine more locations being
identified as Important Bird
and Biodiversity Areas
(IBAs).
The newly identified IBAs
of Kerala are Achencoil
Forest Division; Anamudi
Shola National Park; Camel’s
Hump Mountain, Wayanad;
Kurinjimala Wildlife Sanctuary; Malayattoor Reserve
Forest; Mankulam Forest Division; Mathikettan Shola
National Park; MuthikulamSiruvani; and Pampadum
Shola National Park.
With the latest addition,

Black and Orange Flycatcher

Kerala now has 33 IBAs.
The new list was released
by the Bombay Natural History Society, a partner of
BirdLife International, in its
recent publication, Important Bird and Biodiversity
Areas in India Priority sites
for conservation.
The IBAs are “places of in-

Three species
Kerala IBAs are home to
three critically endangered
species — Whiterumped Vulture, Indian Vulture, and
Red-headed Vulture. Studies
have identified the presence
of five endangered, 13 vulnerable, and 32 nearthreatened bird species in
the Kerala IBAs, said P.O.
Nameer, Kerala State coordinator of the Indian Bird
Conservation Network, a

BirdLife partner, and one of
the contributors for the enlistment of the areas from
Kerala.
The BirdLife International
had earlier listed 19 endangered species in India,
out of which nine are found
in Kerala, the report said.
Listing out the conservation threats faced by the
IBAs, the report pointed out
that anthropogenic pressure
on the forests was very intense. The protection and
maintenance of evergreen
and semi-evergreen forests
of the State were required to
ensure the survival of endemic threatened species, it
said.
The “birds of the low alti-

tude evergreen forests seem
to have suffered the most in
Kerala, mainly due to human
interventions. Species such
as Malabar Pied Hornbill, a
near-threatened species, has
declined, along with Orangebreasted Green-pigeon,” it
said.
Habitat fragmentation in
high altitude areas, according to conservationists, was a
major cause for concern as
many “species have nowhere
to go. These ‘sky islands’ are
now surrounded by tea estates or plantations, leaving
very limited habitat for species such as White-bellied
Blue Robin, Nilgiri Blue
Robin, and Blackand-Orange
Flycatcher,” it said.
A ND-ND
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Weather Watch

Nitish to attend RJD’s anti-BJP rally

IN BRIEF

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

JD(U) statement comes amid speculation that rift with Lalu Prasad’s party is widening
Special Correspondent

Akhilesh Yadav, BSP chief
Mayawati and Left party
leaders would participate in
the rally.
RJD sources said Ms
Banerjee, Ms Mayawati and
SP president Akhilesh Yadav
had already sent their
consent.

Patna

Online police veriication
fee reduced
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government has
reduced the fee on various
types of online police
verification services from the
earlier ₹ 500 to ₹ 50, Finance
and Revenue Minister, Capt
Abhimanyu, said here on
Sunday. He hoped that due to
slashed fee, a larger number
of people would be able to
avail the benefit of these
online verification services.
PTI

Local BJP leader held
for lynching incident
RAMGARH (JHARKHAND)

A local BJP leader was among
two persons arrested while
another person surrendered
in court in connection with
the lynching of a meat trader
in Ramgarh district recently,
the police said. Nityanand
Mahato, the local BJP leader,
and Santosh Singh were
arrested in the case. Another
accused Chhotu Rana
surrendered in Ramgarh
court, the police said. PTI

Teenagers taking bath
in ‘nullah’ swept away

The Janata Dal (United) on
Sunday said Chief Minister
and party president Nitish
Kumar would attend the
Rashtriya Janata Dal’s proposed anti-BJP rally if he was
invited.
The statement comes
amid speculation that the rift
between the two ruling alliance partners, the RJD and
the JD(U) was widening day
by day.
“Our leader Nitish Kumar
will attend the RJD’s anti-BJP
rally in his personal capacity
if he is invited,” JD(U) spokesperson Sanjay Singh told
journalists after a day-long
state executive committee
meeting.
Earlier, some senior JD(U)
leaders had said their party
would not be attending the
RJD’s “BJP hatao, desh
bachao” rally scheduled for
August 27 in Patna.
“The rally is being called

Bridging the gap: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar with RJD
chief Lalu Prasad at a function in Patna. FILE PHOTO
*

by the RJD and not by the JD
(U). Our party is nowhere in
organising the rally,” said JD
(U) leader R.C.P. Singh,
which was echoed by senior
leader Shyam Rajak.
RJD spokesperson Manoj
Jha said the rally was called
by his party and not by the
‘grand alliance.’ “I don’t
know how this confusion has
been created. It’s an RJD
rally in which all anti-BJP
leaders have been invited,”
Mr Jha said.

With his family members
facing illegal land deal allegations, RJD chief Lalu Prasad
had called an anti-BJP rally in
Patna.
He said all non-BJP party
leaders like Congress president Sonia Gandhi, vice president Rahul Gandhi, West
Bengal
Chief
Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, former Prime Minister
H D Deve Gowda, former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Contentious remarks
Addressing the party meeting earlier, Mr Kumar appealed to its leaders to
strengthen
the
party.
Sources said Mr Kumar also
asked party spokespersons
to refrain from making contentious remarks.
While addressing the
meeting, Mr Kumar made it
clear that he had no plan to
move outside the state. “I
have to do politics in Bihar
only and for this the party
organization
must
be
strengthened,” he said.
Mr Kumar emphasised
that his party had been following the coalition dharma

and would always do so. “I
will continue following my
own ideology unmindful of
its consequences,” Mr Kumar
said.
Mr Kumar said he had on
two occasions tried his best
to forge an Opposition unity
during the Assam and UP
elections but failed. “Now
we’ll mull over the issue
later,” he said.
Referring to the Congress
party’s apparent displeasure
over his support to the NDA’s
Presidential candidate, Ram
Nath Kovind, Mr Kumar
slammed the Congress and
said “the party has been
changing its political principles but he would not
change
his
principles
whatever
be
the
consequences.”
“Hamare neta pichhlaggu
nahin, dusare log pichhlaggu
honge (Our leader will not be
pillion of anybody, others
will be),” party spokesperson
Sanjay Singh said.

Man to break own record
for smallest chariot models

Flood situation in
Manipur still grim

Satyanarayan had made it to India Book of Records last year

Iboyaima Laithangbam

Govt will dredge shallow river beds

JAIPUR

Three teenagers were swept
away as they were taking
bath in a nullah due to strong
flow of water following rain
showers in the Sawai
Madhopur district, the police
said on Sunday. A 59-year-old
man also lost his life in a
similar manner in Jodhpur. PTI

Sub-Inspector commits
suicide in Bihar
MUZAFFARPUR

A police Sub-Inspector on
Sunday committed suicide by
shooting himself with a
service revolver in Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur district, the
police said. SI Sanjay Kumar
Gaur at Panapaur Kariyat
outpost shot himself with the
service revolver of a
colleague, apparently due to
mental distress, they said. PTI

height of 7.5 inches, the
chariot has been constructed from scraps of wood.
The chariot, which includes
all design details from the
original, was ready in three
days.

Staff Reporter
BERHAMPUR

After finding a mention in
the India Book of Records
last year for constructing the
smallest scaled models of
three chariots from the famous Lord Jagannath rath
yatra of Puri, Odisha youth
Satyanarayan Moharana has
set out to break his own record.

Satyanarayan with his
miniature rath in Berhampur
on Sunday. LINGARAJ PANDA
*

Asia Book of Records
In his latest attempt, for
which he has applied to the
India Book of Records and
the Asia Book of Records,
Satyanarayan is constructing just one chariot —
Nandighosh, the chariot of

Lord Jagannath. He plans to
display his handiwork on
the day of Bahuda, the return journey of the rath
yatra, on Monday.
A scaled model with a
width of five inches and

EDUCATIONAL

A hobby
Satyanarayan, a graduate,
delved into miniature sculpting and sand art as a hobby.
Most of his family members,
in fact, are amateur
sculptors. While his elder
brother, Sanjay, constructs
clay idols, which was also
their
father’s
hobby,
Satyanarayan’s
younger
brother, Laxminarayan, is
trying his hand at miniature
sculptures using chalk.

IMPHAL

The flood situation Manipur
remained grim with fresh
areas getting inundated on
Sunday. Parts of Imphal city
and nearby residential areas
remained flooded for the
second day in a row on
Sunday.
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh has announced that
the government will dredge
shallow river beds.
State Minister T. Biswajit
joined local residents at his
Thongju constituency to repair breached river banks. A
60-foot breach in Kongba
river has inundated several
villages and paddy fields.
The Thoubal river is also
running above the danger
mark, leading to flooding in

EDUCATIONAL

several areas.
Some villagers claimed
that no Minister or officials
had visited them. They alleged that no relief material
had been provided to them
either.

Rain deficit in Odisha
Meanwhile, Odisha received
an average rainfall of 207.9
mm during June this year
against the normal rainfall
(long-term average) of 216.5
mm, registering a deficit of
4%. While seven districts of
Malkangiri, Boudh, Bargarh,
Ganjam, Koraput, Sambalpur and Subarnapur received a surplus rainfall of
more than 19%, 14 districts
recorded normal rainfall last
month, a senior official said
on Sunday.

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Bihar, sub-himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
Heavy rain likely at isolated places over Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Saurashtra, Kutch, Konkan, Goa,
Karnataka and Lakshadweep.
city
rain max
min
Agartala...............1.9.... 30.6.... 25.5
Ahmedabad........38.8.... 28.9.... 24.7
Aizawl .................... -.... 28.0.... 13.0
Allahabad ............5.5.... 32.5.... 28.1
Bengaluru ............... -.... 29.9.... 20.5
Bhopal.................0.1.... 30.8.... 24.6
Bhubaneswar .......0.2.... 29.2.... 26.3
Chandigarh ............. -.... 34.2.... 27.5
Chennai .................. -.... 38.8.... 29.8
Coimbatore............. -.... 31.8.... 22.2
Dehradun...........28.4.... 29.2.... 24.6
Gangtok.............41.0.... 24.0.... 16.8
Goa ........................ -.... 28.0.... 25.0
Guwahati ...........17.9.... 29.0.... 23.0
Hubballi.................. -.... 27.0.... 22.0
Hyderabad .............. -.... 32.1.... 24.2
Imphal...............31.7.... 28.6.... 22.2
Jaipur ..................... -.... 34.6.... 25.4
Kochi...................8.0.... 31.8.... 24.2
Kohima................... -.... 25.0.... 16.0
Kolkata................5.3.... 30.4.... 27.2

city
rain max
min
Kozhikode .............4.0.... 30.0.... 22.8
Kurnool .................... -.... 35.9.... 26.7
Lucknow..............91.8.... 31.3.... 26.2
Madurai.................... -.... 37.8.... 27.1
Mangaluru.............4.0.... 30.2.... 23.5
Mumbai...............49.2.... 31.5.... 24.2
Mysuru................14.2.... 29.7.... 20.4
New Delhi ...........16.9.... 30.3.... 26.4
Patna ....................6.2.... 34.8.... 24.5
Port Blair ..............5.7.... 30.6.... 23.3
Puducherry............... -.... 38.6.... 27.6
Pune .....................1.4.... 29.1.... 22.6
Raipur ...................1.8.... 29.1.... 24.4
Ranchi.................10.4.... 31.0.... 23.0
Shillong...............13.0.... 24.5.... 16.9
Shimla.................24.8.... 23.6.... 16.9
Srinagar ................... -.... 31.0.... 17.7
Trivandrum .............. -.... 32.2.... 24.3
Tiruchi ..................... -.... 38.5.... 28.0
Vijayawada ............... -.... 36.7.... 28.2
Visakhapatnam .......3.0.... 29.0.... 25.2

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing
CITIES

Yesterday

SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Ahmedabad ....... .....-......-.....-......... - ........- ........Bengaluru...............7 ...19 ..45...... 33 ........-.......*
Chennai ..................6 ...19 ..33.... 132 ........-.......*
Delhi ......................9 ...22 ..39...... 54 ........-.......*
Hyderabad............11 ...16 ..14...... 33 ........-.......*
Kolkata.................49 ...93 ..53......... -......75.......*
Lucknow.................4 ...31 ..49...... 75 ........-.......*
Mumbai ................11 ...31 ..14...... 45......61.......*
Pune ....................13 ...27 ..70...... 18......21.......*
Visakhapatnam .....17 ...18 ..73...... 66......95.......*

In observations made at
4 p.m., Howrah recorded
an air quality index (AQI)
score of 451, indicating
severe levels of
pollutants
in the air. In contrast,
Agra recorded a
healthy AQI score of 47.

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and
premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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Thirsty Vijayapura reaches into ancient bawadis
21 huge open wells, built around 500 years ago, are illing up after desilting and providing a vital source of water for the arid city
Firoz Rozindar
Vijayapura

M.P. plants 6 cr. saplings
in bid for world record
BHOPAL

In a bid to create a Guinness
World Record, the Madhya
Pradesh government on
Sunday carried planted six
crore saplings in 12 hours on
the banks of river Narmada.
Uttar Pradesh currently holds
the record of planting five
crore saplings in 24-hours.
The plantation drive that
started at 7 am continued till
7 pm. PTI

Notice to Anandpal’s kin
for not cremating body
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government on
Sunday issued a notice to
gangster Anandpal Singh’s
family, who have refused to
cremate his body demanding
a CBI inquiry into his death.
The notice said non-disposal
of his body could lead to
spread of disease. The family
members continued to keep
the body on ice bricks. PTI

Debt-ridden Bulandhahr
farmer commits suicide

A little over two months ago,
the historic Taj bawadi (huge
open wells), built during the
Adil Shahi era (1490-1686) in
Vijayapura in Karnataka was
a filthy cesspool, with the
polluted water unfit for any
use. Today the 223 ft wide
structure has potable water,
with hundreds of springs injecting fresh water into it.

First ever effort
Built in 1620 in the name of
Taj Sultana, the queen of
Ibrahim Adil Shah-II, the Taj
bawadi is one of 21 such
open wells being revived by
the district administration in
a first ever attempt at cleaning and desilting them.
Some of the others being
revived are the Chanda
Bawadi, Sandal Bawadi,
Ibrahimpur Bawadi, Pethi
Bawadi and the Gunnapur
Bawadi.
Standing on the edge of
the water body with several
other onlookers, 70-year-old
Nazir Ahmed Kaladgi is mesmerised.
“We had heard several
stories of this giant bawadi.

But no one had seen its
depth because it never dried
up and was full of filthy water,” he said.
Vijayapura District incharge Minister M. B. Patil
has mobilised the ₹8.5 crore
requried for the revival project from private firms under
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives.
Dr Rajendra Singh, noted
water conservationist, also
lauded the work on reviving
the water source during his
recent visit.
Historian Abdul Ghani
Imaratwale says the ancient
city of Bijapur (now Vijayapura) has been known
for its dry and arid and consequent frequent droughts.
The Adil Shahi kingdom had
therefore, developed a series
of
intricately
designed
bawadis to supply water to
the city.
Dr Imaratwale said these
bawadis had remained a major source of water for decades, meeting the needs of
the around nine lakh people
said to have been living in Vijayapura then.
The historian says it is surprising to see the bawadis

MEERUT

Madan Pal Singh, a 57-yearold farmer belonging to
Ghansurpur village of
Bulandshahr district,
committed suicide by
consuming poison on
Saturday night. According to
his family members, Singh
had taken loan of ₹ 2 lakh
from local money lenders for
the marriage of his daughter
eight years ago on extremely
high interest rate of 60%,
which he was unable to repay.

Desilting work under way at Taj bawadi at Vijayapura in
Karnataka. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

Restoring lost glory: Ibrahimpur bawadi being cleared of silt at Vijayapura; and (right) fresh water illing up in after restoration.

filled with water though they
are only between 20 to 60
feet deep when borewells in
the area have to go down to a
depth of 300 feet to hit water.
Explaining the significance of the bawadis during
the Adil Shahi era, veteran
Vijayapura scholar and historian
Krishna
Kolhar
Kulkarni, said according a
British survey conducted in
1850, the city had around
700 stepless bawadies and
some 340 bawadis with
steps.
After the fall of the Adil
Shahi dynasty these bawadis
fell into disuse and soon became dump sites. “We still
have about 60 bawadis in the
city which can be revived,”
Dr Kulkarni said.
Harsha Shetty, Commissioner of the Vijayapura City
Corporation, which is imple-

*

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

menting the task,
said reviving the
ancient
open
wells was a
mammoth task
as they had accumulated huge
quantities of silt
and garbage over
decades. “On an average, it took us
between 15 and 20 days to
clean smaller bawadis. The
Taj Bawadi, the biggest one,
took almost two months,
mainly because of the countless springs that kept filling
the bawadi quickly,” he said.
“We also plan to install
pump sets to draw water and
RO plants so that people
could use water, he added.
While the total water need of
the city is 65 million liters/
day, the bawadis would
provide at least 5 MLDs, he
said.

Gender twist to H1N1 victims in Maharashtra Byculla prison guards
Relatively fewer pregnant victims point at impact of vaccination programme
Jyoti Shelar
Mumbai

More women have died of
swine flu in the State this year
as compared to men,
prompting the government to
urge women to approach
doctors for early detection.
Government officials say
the tendency of women to ignore their health and the resultant delay in seeking treatment
is
probably
contributing to the high
number.
According to the data
provided by the State public
health department, of the
262 fatalities recorded this
year, 138 were women. Most
of the victims were from the
working population of 20 to
45 years, a trend also seen in
male victims.
However,
vaccination
seems to be working for pregnant women, as the fatalities
in this vulnerable group have
relatively been in control. “So
far, 10 pregnant women have
succumbed to the viral infection, but the situation is
much better than the previous outbreaks, when we lost
more patients from this
group,” said State epidemiologist Dr. Pradeep Awate.
Officials believe that the
decision to vaccinate more
than one lakh pregnant wo-

Minister’s
father slaps
school staf

men in 2015-16 is paying off in
the current outbreak. The
State provides vaccination to
women in the second and
third trimester of pregnancy.
Though the vaccine provides
immunity for a year, it has

helped bring down the overall mortality among pregnant
women in Maharashtra. According to Padmaja Keskar,
the executive health officer of
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation, 1,600 women in

Heavy rain in many parts of country
Four rain-related deaths reported from Rajasthan; rail, road traic hit
Press Trust of India

Press Trust of India
Mumbai

A video purportedly showing Maharashtra Minister
of State for Home Ranjit
Patil’s father V. N. Patil abusing and slapping a school
employee on Sunday went
viral on social media.
V. N. Patil himself is a
former member of Legislative Council. An FIR was
also registered against him
over the incident which allegedly took place at a
school in Murtijapur tehsil
of Akola district.
According to sources,
Mr Patil, whose foundation
runs a school, was visiting
another school in the tehsil
to check why children
were enrolling there in
large number and not in
his school. When one of
the employees of that
school began to shoot a
video of his visit, he got
angry, sources said.
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Mumbai have been vaccinated free of charge this year.
“There is nothing to suggest that women are more
susceptible. However, we
should wait and see the
where the statistics are by the

end of the year,” said Dr. Om
Shrivastav, an infectious disease specialist.
However, a 2010 paper by
the World Health Organization, which explored the role
of sex and gender in influenza, had said that influenza
morbidity and mortality data
from seasonal outbreaks, previous pandemics and the first
wave of the 2009 H1N1 pandemic revealed that the outcome of infection is generally
worse for women, but that
the magnitude of this difference varies across geographical regions.
“Although pregnancy is
one factor contributing to a
worse outcome in women,
several additional risk factors
may influence male-female
differences in the outcome of
influenza. For example, the
severity of asthma and other
chronic respiratory conditions as well as rates of diabetes and obesity is often
worse in women than men.”
the report said.
According to gynaecologist
Ashok Anand from the Staterun JJ Hospital, general observations have shown that women are undernourished
than men, and therefore their
resistance is low. “During
pregnancy, they become
even weaker,” he said.

New Delhi

The heavens opened up in
many parts of the country,
triggering flash floods and
landslides, while four rainrelated deaths were reported
from Rajasthan.
Rains poured down in torrents in parts of Himachal
Pradesh as well. The State
has been hit by a series of
landslides over the past few
days.
The weatherman has predicted very heavy rains in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim and Bihar.
A downpour is “very
likely” in Arunachal Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Goa, Chhattisgarh and Karnataka.
A downpour in south Rajasthan affected the movement on the Mehsana-Palan-

Flood-hit: A woman, with
two children, crosses a road
in Morigaon, Assam. PTI
*

pur railway route. Abu
Road-Mehsana-Ahmedabad,
Ajmer-Ahmedabad-Ajmer
passenger trains were cancelled, a railway official said.
In Arunachal Pradesh, incessant heavy rains over the
past two days have triggered
landslides, damaged houses,
water pipelines, roads and
hit basic essential services.
The Capital town of
Itanagar has been cut off
from the rest of the country
due to landslides on NH-52
A.
The rainwater has eroded

a portion of NH 415 connecting Itanagar and Naharlagun, forcing the administration to divert traffic through
the Pappu Nallah-Jullang
road. Chief Minister Pema
Khandu today directed officials to immediately evacuate people living in vulnerable areas to safer places
and ensure adequate stock
of ration, medicine and
other
essential
commodities.
In the wake of an IMD
warning of heavy to very
heavy rainfall, Mr. Khandu
appealed to people to stay
alert. The southwest monsoon entered parts of Haryana bringing light rain, even
as humid weather prevailed
in other parts of the State
and neighbouring Punjab.
Most parts of Haryana falling in the NCR, including
Gurugram,
Rohtak,
Faridabad, and other places
such as Sonepat, Rewari and
Hisar, were covered by the

southwest monsoon.
The monsoon is expected
to fully cover the two States
and Union Territory of
Chandigarh within the next
few days.
Rains lashed parts of Himachal Pradesh for the third
consecutive day as the
southwest monsoon advanced into more areas of
the State.

Tourists rescued
About 400 tourists, who
were stranded on a stretch
of the Manali-Leh national
highway, blocked due to
landslides and inundated by
rainwater, were rescued
after 15 hours of hectic efforts. The Border Road Organisation teams cleared the
blockage.
Moderate to heavy rainfall
occurred at most places in
Bihar in the past 24 hours
while very heavy rainfall occurred at Bhagalpur, the Met
office said.

sent to police custody
Cops record statement of Manjula Shette’s brother
Special Correspondent
Mumbai

The five guards of the
Byculla women’s prison who
were arrested on Saturday in
connection with the death
of inmate Manjula Shette,
were on Sunday remanded
in police custody till July 7.
The Crime Branch had on
Saturday afternoon arrested
Bindu Naikode, one of the
six guards, while the remaining
five,
Manisha
Pokharkar, Wazima Sheikh,
Sheetal Shegavkar, Surekha
Gulwe and Aarti Shingne,
were placed under arrest
late on Saturday night after
being questioned at length.
While Ms. Naikode was pro-

duced in the Esplanade
Court on Saturday and remanded in police custody
till July 7, the others were
produced in a holiday court
on Sunday afternoon.

Interrogation on
“The court has remanded
the five accused to our custody till July 7, and we are
now interrogating all the six
about the events on the day
of Shette’s death. The claims
made by inmate Mariam
Sheikh, who is the complainant in the case, are being verified in the interrogation,” said an officer with the
Mumbai
Police
Crime
Branch.

The Crime Branch has
also recorded a statement by
Shette’s brother, Anand,
who has told the police that
his sister was hale and
hearty when he met her
around a month before her
death, and that there was no
way she could have died of
natural causes. He has also
said that she was getting as
popular in the Byculla
prison as she was in Yerawada jail before being
transferred. The Hindu, on
June 28, had reported how
her growing popularity with
the inmates had irked the
guards, and that there was
an ego tussle between Shette
and them.

No jeans,
mobiles for
girls here
Press Trust of India
Jaipur

A panchayat in Dholpur
district
has
allegedly
banned girls from wearing
jeans and using mobile
phones, prompting the Rajasthan Women’s Commission to call for an inquiry.
The Commission took note
of media reports that the
Kushwah community panchayat at Baldiyapura village on Saturday issued the
ban as “western culture
was adversely affecting the
dignity of the community.”

Social reforms
The panchayat was reportedly called to discuss
social reforms like prohibition of liquor, betting and
tobacco.
“We have taken cognisance of the report and
asked the Dholpur district
collector to get the matter
inquired.
No evidence
However, none from the
village is speaking openly
about the deliberations of
the panchayat. There are
no evidence so far,” chairperson, Rajasthan Women
Commission,
Suman
Sharma said.
She said villagers might
not be speaking under
pressure, but “we have
asked the administrative
officials to be on their
toes.”
A ND-ND

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

8 EDITORIAL

NOIDA/DELHI

THE HINDU

MONDAY, JULY 3, 2017

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Written-of in the hinterland
Our education system has failed to integrate the rural into the larger political community, the nation
ever-shrinking opportunity market. Every year, a new army of candidates for coaching is spewed out
by rural schools. Many get absorbed in the coaching industry itself, or in its ancillary industry of
private tuition.

Step back

Victory in Mosul
The city has been taken from the IS. The Iraqi
government now needs to win over its people

T

he capture by Iraqi forces of the Grand al-Nuri
Mosque in Mosul, from where Islamic State leader
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared himself ‘caliph’ in
July 2014, marks the end of the ‘caliphate’ in Iraq. For
three years, the mosque was a symbol of power for the
IS, whose black lag lew atop the historic 150-ft tall alHadba minaret. IS ighters blew up the minaret when
they retreated, practically declaring their defeat in Iraq’s second largest city. They are now conined to some
pockets of Mosul, and Iraqi commanders believe it is
only a matter of days before they can declare total victory. For the Iraqi troops, the eight-month battle has
been particularly torturous, given the high casualties
and the strong IS resistance, on the battleield and
through suicide attacks elsewhere. It is quite a turnaround for the Iraqi army, which left its barracks and
led the city without even a nominal ight three years
ago when it came under IS attack. The ease with which
the IS took Mosul, home to over a million people, had
raised alarming questions about the professional capability of the Iraqi army to defend its territory against
further possible IS expansion. But Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi, who ordered the Mosul mission and
stayed the course despite the huge challenges involved,
has put to rest such concerns, for now.
Mr. Abadi managed to stitch together a diicult alliance to ight the jihadists. While the elite Iraqi counterterror forces led the ground battle, Iran-trained Shia
Popular Mobilization Units as well as the Kurdish Peshmerga militia also joined in. The U.S. provided air cover.
Despite conlicting interests — the U.S. and Iran are
rivals while both Tehran and Baghdad have uneasy ties
with the Kurds — the joint front they forged against the
IS could be a replicable model elsewhere, especially in
Syria where the IS still controls territories. For Mr.
Abadi, however, a bigger challenge is to rebuild Mosul,
where hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced, and prevent the regrouping of the IS. The destruction of the ‘Caliphate’, the proto-state that Baghdadi established, doesn’t mean that the IS as an
insurgency has been defeated. The group is likely to retreat to Iraq’s deserts, much like what al-Qaeda in Iraq,
the predecessor of the IS, did during 2006-10 after the
death of its leader, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, and subsequent military blows. They struck back when they
found an opportunity in crisis-stricken Syria and in Iraq’s restive Sunni belt, including Mosul, which was simmering against the sectarian policies of Nouri al-Maliki’s Shia regime. The IS may also bide its time. Mr.
Abadi should reassure Mosul’s population that his government will not make the mistakes his predecessor
committed. He has retaken the city, and now he has to
win over its people.
CM
YK

krishna kumar
ural Mandsaur, where ive
persons were killed during a
demonstration recently, is a
prosperous region of western Madhya Pradesh. More than a decade
ago, I had the opportunity of
spending two days with the children of a private residential school
in Mandsaur.
At that time, it was the only English-medium residential school. Its
vast and opulent campus in the
middle of sprawling green ields
was a great anomaly. The school
had little to do with its milieu. It
represented the dream of a philanthropist to export the best human
talent of his region to the global
market. This dream resonated national policy trends which, since
the mid-1980s, had chosen to view
education mainly as human resource development. The idea that
education can serve a village in
ways that allow it to retain its best
boys and girls had been discarded
long ago. If you carried in your
mind any residues of Gandhi’s
ideas about village education, you
would see the residential academy
in rural Mandsaur as an incongruity.
Here was an institution set up to
give its metropolitan counterparts
stif competition on global playgrounds. The school had invested
heavily in computers. Its strategy
to serve rural children was neither
purely commercial nor patronising. It was a professional bid to

R

give rural youth an opportunity to
aspire for legitimate heights. Some
of them belonged to well-of farming families who could aford to
send them to study in a residential
school. But there were quite a few
whose parents had small land
holdings or minor jobs. For them,
the school meant a potential break
from the likelihood of a life dependent on shrinking income from
agriculture and labour.

recent past, job growth has come
to a standstill. The phenomenon of
‘waiting’ to ind work, described
by Craig Jefrey in the context of Uttarakhand and western Uttar Pradesh, is valid elsewhere too. One
part of this phenomenon is the
struggle to sustain one’s aspiration
and the other part is living with
frustration.
It is quite common these days
among parents in all districts of
M.P. to send their sons and daughters to towns such as Bhopal and
Indore for coaching. As a broad
spectrum industry, coaching now
represents an acceptable way of
spending much of your youth. It
ills time and protects you from
feeling constantly frustrated.
Countless young men and women
ind themselves in a formidable
situation that ofers neither a
choice nor the hope that something will eventually turn up.
Coaching classes provide access to
a peer group where everyone is
faced with a similar, chronic crisis.
Lakhs of students from rural and
semi-urban areas spend their
youth getting coached indiscriminately for competitive entry into an

A supplier of talent
The impact of education on rural
life has remained consistent since
colonial days. When a village boy
did well at school, he was expected
to shift to a nearby town. That is
where he could expect his talent to
be recognised. Gradually, villages
became the supplier of talent to the
city. Only those who were dependent on land stayed back. With the
passage of time, land got subdivided into smaller pieces, making agriculture unattractive. In recent times, investments made land
more productive, but real income
declined. Work opportunities in
villages in non-agricultural pursuits remained scarce, and, in the

Rural alienation
Despite better connectivity by road
and phone, villages continue to be
alienated from the state’s imagination. The former Finance Minister,
P. Chidambaram, once said that
migration from rural areas has a
positive side to it because the
state’s services are more accessible
in cities. His belief that change in
the rural-urban ratio of population
will accelerate development is
widely shared. It underpins development planning, especially the
project of ‘rural development’. In a
historical study of the Indian village, Manish Thakur has demonstrated how the term rural development represents an essentially
colonial view of the village. This
view also enjoys political and academic consensus. According to
this view, modernity for the village
can only mean its merger in the
urban landscape. The legitimacy
granted to panchayati raj has not
diminished the political isolation
of the village. The recent protests
in Mandsaur and surrounding
areas show that higher productivity and relative prosperity have not
given the farming community any
political clout or relief from uncertainty.
Education could have been a
means of integrating the rural into
the larger political community
symbolised by the nation. This did
not happen for several reasons. To
begin with, schools in rural areas
remained neglected and attempts

Farmers or peasants?
An instructive aspect of the media
coverage of the recent unrest in
rural M.P. and Maharashtra is the
disappearance of the distinction
between farmers and peasants.
Most people involved in agriculture in India are small-scale peasants. The term ‘farmer’ refers to
the minority with substantial landholdings. Those who died in Mandsaur at the hands of the police were
in all probability peasants, not
farmers. Among the tens of thousands who have committed suicide
out of despair, perhaps most were
peasants. Their despair must be
read and respected in the larger
picture of visionless development.
The loans they had failed to repay
were minor by urban standards.
Their distress reminds us that India has become morally blind in its
hasty leap into what it believes to
be modern.
Krishna Kumar is a former director of
NCERT

Climate-proofed and inclusive
Projects to help people adapt to climate change should not inadvertently worsen living conditions of the poor

sujatha byravan &
debapriya das

H

ow will future climate
change afect the poor and
how does one address both
poverty and climate change? This is
a conundrum faced by policymakers in India and other developing countries. Moreover, ‘climateprooing’ sustainable development
eforts is important; that is to say,
current eforts should remain relevant in the face of future climate
impacts.
Among development practitioners, a paradigm shift has taken
place in the last three decades or
so: income alone is no longer considered as being suicient to estimate and address poverty. One can
have assets and a reasonable income and yet be poor in terms of
education, nutrition, health and
other living conditions. Nevertheless, in India and many other countries, governments continue to use
income or consumption to estimate poverty, with speciied
thresholds associated with the
‘poverty line’.
On this basis, using consumption
expenditure
data,
the
erstwhile Planning Commission estimated poverty in India to be at
22% of the population in 2011-12.

Dimensions of poverty
People living in poverty in various
parts of the world share multiple

conditions and life circumstances
that have been measured and studied as a proxy to assessing poverty.
Following the work of Amartya
Sen, in particular, and other welfare economists and political philosophers, the dimensions that are
considered often include living
standards, assets, health, income,
consumption and status in their societies. Thus, measures such as nutrition, quality of the loor and roof
of houses, access to energy services
and drinking water, level of education, jobs, and social conditions
such as caste all become relevant
when one tries to understand the
diferent manifestations of poverty.
Some countries, such as Mexico,
Chile and Colombia, use several dimensions to record poverty using
the MPI (Multidimensional Poverty
Index), a versatile tool developed
by the Oxford Poverty and Human
Development Initiative (OPHI) that
looks at the dimensions of education, health and standard of living,
giving them all equal weightage.
Each dimension includes several
markers or indicators that are
measured to recognise deiciencies
in each. Those who are deprived in
at least a third of the weighted indicators are regarded as poor.
Measures such as MPI help us to estimate not only how many people
are poor, but also the quality and
depth of their poverty. One can also
estimate the number of people who
are likely to become poor as a result
of slight additional deprivations, as
well as those who are in extreme
poverty. The most recent MPI for
India calculated using India Human
Development Survey data of 201112, estimates that 41% of the people
were multi-dimensionally poor.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The GST era
In the long run, GST will
turn out to be the game
changer for the Indian
economy (Editorial,
“Midnight makeover”, July
1). Tax compliance is bound
to show a signiicant
improvement while the size
of the informal economy
will reduce. With ready
availability of real time data,
government policies will be
targeted better to produce
the desired results. The GST
will have a favourable
impact on the price of
essentials, provided tax
beneits are passed on to
consumers. However, the
question remains whether
the business community is
prepared for this sea
change. Will it willingly
embrace it and cooperate or
are we, as in the case of
demonetisation, looking at
chaotic times ahead?
Vijai Pant,
Hempur, Uttarakhand

As far as consumers are
concerned, sufocating on

■

called “climate prooing development”. But even the experts do not
know how this should be done for
speciic sectors, policies, or particular local situations. Multi-dimensional understanding of poverty
becomes important in this context
of research and policy.

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

T

he boundary stand-of with China at the Doka La
tri-junction with Bhutan is by all accounts unprecedented; it demands calmer counsel on all sides.
The tri-junction stretch of the boundary at Sikkim,
though contested, has witnessed far fewer tensions
than the western sector of the India-China boundary
even as India and Bhutan have carried on separate negotiations with China. China’s action of sending
People’s Liberation Army construction teams with
earth moving equipment to forcibly build a road upsets
a carefully preserved peace. In fact, during Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s visit in 2014 the stretch was
opened as an alternative route to Kailash Mansarovar
for Indian pilgrims as a conidence-building measure.
That the PLA decided to undertake the action just as the
year’s irst group of pilgrims was reaching Nathu La cannot be a coincidence. Moreover, it came only days after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s bilateral meeting with
President Xi in Kazakhstan. The warmth that oicials
reported at the meeting was obviously misleading, and
it is important for India and China to accept that relations have deteriorated steadily since Mr. Xi’s 2014 visit.
The stand-of comes after a series of setbacks to bilateral ties. Delhi has expressed disappointment over China’s rejection of its concerns on sovereignty issues, and
refusal to corner Pakistan on cross-border terrorism or
help India’s bid for Nuclear Suppliers Group membership. In turn, India’s spurning of the Belt and Road Initiative and cooperation with the U.S. on maritime issues
has not played well in China — neither has the uptick in
rhetoric, including statements from the Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister questioning India’s “One China
Policy” on Tibet, and from Army chief Bipin Rawat on
India being prepared for a two-and-a-half front war.
These issues have to be addressed through sustained
dialogue. In the immediate term, however, talks must
focus on defusing the tensions at the tri-junction. China
has made the withdrawal of Indian troops a precondition for dialogue. This would be unacceptable to India,
unless the PLA also withdraws its troops and roadbuilding teams. Apart from its own commitments to the
status quo, Beijing must recognise the special relationship India and Bhutan have shared since 1947, the
friendship treaty of 2007 that commits India to protecting Bhutan’s interests, and the close coordination
between the two militaries. For its part, India would be
keen to show that it recognises that the face-of is in
Bhutanese territory, and the rules of engagement could
be diferent from those of previous India-China bilateral
clashes — at Depsang and Demchok in the western sector, for example. Bhutan’s sovereignty must be maintained as that is the basis for the “exemplary” ties
between New Delhi and Thimphu. The Indian government has been wise to avoid escalation in the face of
China’s aggressive barrage, but that should not stop it
from communicating its position in more discreet ways.

M. SRINATH

Sustained tension at the Bhutan tri-junction
suits neither China nor India

to improve them never gained momentum. Policy focus remained on
selecting the talented from among
rural children through schemes
such as Navodaya Vidyalaya. The
larger cohort of rural children
sufered the consequences of low
budgeting and poor staing. The
message that rural children received and absorbed was that they
must change their behaviour and
values in order to become good citizens. Education of the rural child
has failed to depart from the stereotype which associates modernity with city life. Education has, indeed, exacerbated the rural-urban
asymmetry, deepening the alienation of the rural citizen.

The adverse efects of climate
change that are anticipated in
South Asia are droughts, loods,
heat waves, sea level rise and related problems such as food shortages, spread of diseases, loss of jobs
and migration. These will harmfully afect the poorest and further
deteriorate the quality of their
lives. Numerous studies have
shown that the poor sufer the
worst efects from climate variability and climate change. One can understand these relationships by recognising that severe storms
damage inadequately built houses;
loods wash away those living on riverbanks; and the poorest are the
most afected by severe droughts
that lead to food shortages and
higher food prices.
Projects and programmes designed to help people adapt to the
efects of climate change should
therefore not inadvertently worsen
the living conditions of the poor.
Adaptation programmes ought to
be designed so that challenges
faced by people living in poverty
are recognised and reduced. Development policies that consider the
context of climate change are often

Sujatha Byravan is Principal Research
Scientist and Debapriya Das is Senior
Research Economist at the Center for
Study of Science, Technology and Policy
(CSTEP)

Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

account of various taxes, a
uniied tax structure is
bound to provide some
relief. In Kerala for instance,
a highly consumerist State,
it is estimated that
additional revenue to tune
of ₹3,000 crore annually is
expected to low in. Another
potentially welcome
development is that
infamous tax postings — the
hotbed of corruption — will
no longer be lucrative.

peeves over returns iling”,
July 2). Though the Prime
Minister acknowledged in
his speech the contributions
of the Opposition, it was too
little and too late. Nothing
would have been lost for the
ruling party if it had heaped
fulsome praise on the UPA
government for pioneering
the GST. Alas, magnanimity
in thought, word and speech
is no more to be seen in
Indian politics.

B. Veerakumaran Thampi,

V. Nagarajan,

Thiruvananthapuram

Chennai

The government has
showcased the GST reform
as another tryst with
destiny. India’s freedom at
midnight in 1947 was simply
nonpareil — it coalesced the
hearts and minds of millions
of people into an efusive
outburst of celebration. By
contrast, the present pathbreaking tax reform has
created many discordant
voices in the very trading
and business community for
whom the beneit is meant
(“Day One: Price cuts,

Climate of hate

■

Multiple vulnerabilities
If one were to estimate the various
vulnerabilities for poverty at district levels and then overlay expected climate change impacts for
these areas, future local problems
due to the combination of these
would become clearer for policymakers. It may of course be impossible to predict, with great certainty, the precise impact of future
climate change at the local scale
and estimate how these may interact with current shortcomings in
particular dimensions of poverty.
Yet, there is already enough general understanding from diferent
parts of the world to take a commonsensical approach to addressing the combination of multiple
vulnerabilities.
If we learn for example that a district with severe nutritional deiciency might anticipate extended
periods of drought from climate
change, then the focus ought to be
on improving local food access and
to combine this with managing water eiciently to prepare for future
water shortages. Similarly, proposed improvements in sanitation
and housing ought to factor in the
increased likelihood of future
looding events in low-lying areas
and use appropriate design
strategies that are resilient to waterlogging.
In 2015, countries agreed to

meet 17 universal goals, oicially
known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs have
targets and indicators that cover a
broad range of concerns for human
welfare. They include food security, education, poverty alleviation,
access to safe and adequate water,
energy, sanitation and so on.
The deadline for reaching the
SDGs is 2030. This will be a big test
for India and other developing
countries because these are in fact
the major development challenges
that the poor countries have been
confronting for decades. India is
taking the SDGs quite seriously and
the NITI Aayog has been coordinating activities relating to their implementation, and emphasising their
interconnected nature across economic, social and environmental
pillars.
Yet, it is critical to recognise that
climate variability and climate
change impacts can prevent us
from reaching and maintaining the
SDG targets. Measuring poverty
through its diferent dimensions,
along with the consumption measures, would help policymakers igure out which aspects of poverty
expose the poor and exacerbate
their vulnerability to climate
change.
Through such a process, India
could also serve as a standard for
other poor and developing countries that are beginning to think
about inclusive “climate proofed
development”.

As things stand today, we
Indians have taken it upon
ourselves to obliterate the
diference between ‘vigilant’
and ‘vigilantism’. The
epidemic of hate crimes and
lynchings of the minorities
cannot be explained
otherwise. Mob violence
and the murders of fellow
countrymen in the name of
‘cow vigilantism’ may have
prompted the Prime
Minister to inally break his
silence, but is that enough?

Crying hoarse over barbaric
and shameful acts has no
meaning. The absence of
concrete action against the
perpetrators of these crimes
can only be seen as an overt
endorsement of the act.
What a come-down for a
country that had gained its
independence from the
yoke of colonial
imperialism, preaching the
doctrine of non-violence all
along. A citizen’s vigilance,
intellectual vigilance and
media vigilance can
deinitely act as the biggest
deterrent to the forces of
darkness.
Pachu Menon,
Comba, Margao, Goa

Border rumblings
The tense atmosphere at
strategic points on the
India-China border relects
the need to expeditiously
settle the decades old
boundary dispute. While
India has begun lexing its
foreign policy muscle vis-àvis its adversarial
neighbours, China’s

repeated aggressive
attempts to foment trouble
for India on multiple fronts
will be at the heart of its
strategic policy to contain
India. New Delhi must
prevail upon Beijing that the
resolution of its boundary
disputes and identiication
of settled borders
constitutes one of the core
agendas in its bilateral
relations.
Bibhuti Das,
Katirail, Cachar, Assam

Tech and jobs
It is disconcerting that the
concentration of massive
technological power in the
hands of a few tech-czars
and their companies is
being used to launt a
Utopian vision of an
artiicial intelligence (AI)
takeover of the planet
(‘Ground Zero’ – “Slowdown
in Software Central”, July 1).
The suggestion of Silicon
Valley entrepreneur Vinod
Dham that India should
seize the AI opportunity
should be viewed with

trepidation because the
current trajectory of
automation is wholly
technology-centred where
computer systems will
almost entirely displace the
human workforce.
Techno-sceptics and sane
voices in the technological
world have been waging a
losing battle in support of
human-centred automation.
It is possible to design
systems where the speed
and precision of computers
will complement the active
engagement of human
workers.
The concept of adaptive
automation, where roles
and responsibilities are
switched between
computers and human
operators, will, according to
technology critic Nicholas
Carr, “inject a dose of
humanity into the working
relationships between
people and computers”.
V.N. Mukundarajan,
Thiruvananthapuram

more letters online:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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BOOK EXTRACT

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

‘Inequality changes the system’

An open-and-shut case

T

homas Piketty’s Capital in the
21st Century is the most-widely
discussed work of economics in
recent history. At its centre is the argument that due to the powerful forces
generated by the underlying dynamics
of wealth, it is most likely that we are
heading to a future where inherited
wealth will shape economic structures,
and lead to widespread inequality. But
is his analysis on target? In After
Piketty, a cast of economists and social scientists raises several questions,
and gets an answer from Piketty. Economist Suresh Naidu asks whether
Piketty has said enough on the complex nature of wealth, and suggests
that the super-wealthy often use their
influence to ensure better returns. An
extract from ‘A Political Economy Take
on W/Y’:
Thomas Piketty’s book has two interwoven arguments.
The first, the “domesticated
Piketty” is a very standard model. It
has stochastic and heterogeneous
saving rates and uninsurable and undiversifiable rates of return on asset
positions. It has competitive markets.
It has a production function with a
capital-labor elasticity of substitution
that is greater than 1. It has a social
welfare function that is egalitarianmeritocratic. This domesticated
Piketty is an economist’s delight. It
combines a positive, quantifiable
model of the economy with testable
predictions in the context of a welldefined social objective function. It
derives an optimal policy prescription. It is articulated in papers with
co-authors. It yields a formula for the
optimal wealth tax as a policy outcome.
It is, however, institution-andpolitics free, and makes Piketty’s project look like an (impressive) extension within a standard macro public
finance framework.
I worry that this domesticated
Piketty is an ill-suited model for the
purposes for which Piketty seeks to
use it. Piketty seeks to study the historical variation in wealth inequality.
He seeks to place in their proper perspective the institutional changes that
explain empirical variation in the
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Suresh Naidu

■

After Piketty:
The Agenda for
Economics and
Inequality
Edited by Heather
Boushey, J.
Bradford Delong
and Marshall
Steinbaum
Harvard
University Press/
Penguin Random
House. ₹1,099

economy’s wealth-to-annual-income
ratio (W/Y) and thus of wealth inequality. These include: the role of
financial markets, market structure
in general, and intrafirm bargaining
over revenue. But the model of domesticated Piketty has, for these
three at least, relatively little light to
shed.

Wild Piketty
But there are shoots of something
else breaking through: a “wild
Piketty.”
The wild Piketty suggests a different perspective. It sees the economy
through a lens in which capital is the
alchemy of today’s income transmuted into secure claims on future
income that are then bought and sold
on asset markets. In this view, institutions of corporate governance, financial firms, labor market institutions,
and political influence do most of the
work in determining both W/Y and
the distribution of wealth. This wild
Piketty argument is hinted at in various places in the book, interviews
and sundry papers. It is a view of capital as an institutionally defined set of
property rights that are then transacted on asset markets. This is where
the ideas in Piketty’s book tangential
from the perspective of the domesticated Piketty model — the ideas about
corporate governance, the specula-

tions about foreign investment and
weak property rights in Africa, the
musings on whether slaves are net
wealth or not — become the main
story. In this view, capital is a set of
property rights entitling bearers to
politically protected rights of control,
exclusion, transfer, and derived cash
flow. Like all property rights, its delineation and defense require actions
of state power, legal standardisation
and juridical legitimacy. In the last instance, capital includes the ability to
call on the government to secure the
promised flow of income against potential violators, be they burglars, fugitive slaves, copyright violators, sitdown strikers, or delinquent tenants.
The political economy view would
help us to write chapters in Piketty’s
book that are missing from the text
but that are essential to fill in gaps in
the wild Piketty argument — chapters
on finance, market power, and endogenous policy making. We can understand the institutions and property
rights that allow capital to accumulate as endogenous to the political
system, and as the result the balance
of political power across social
groups.
Prominent among these institutions is the organisation of the financial sector. Wealth is a price-weighted
sum of otherwise incommensurate
assets, and those prices are determined in financial markets, which aggregate flighty expectations about the
future into prices today. Extensive, if
not efficient, financial intermediation
comes along with a high wealth/income ratio. The assets are themselves
used to organise production with
workers to produce goods and services sold to consumers, and the income flow accruing to owners of
those assets depends on the wages
paid to those workers and the prices
charged to those consumers. Protect-

ing the future flows of income accruing to the assets requires deploying
the state in a variety of ways, not just
via the tax system. This induces feedback loops where inequality in income today moulds a political system
that preserves that inequality
tomorrow.
Finally, the political economy view
lets us see more clearly what is normatively problematic about wealth inequality. Piketty writes in various
places that wealth inequality and a
society of rentiers is undemocratic,
but the links are unspecified. Why
should extreme inequality of wealth
necessarily imply inequality of political power? But when wealth is understood as police-backed paper
claims over resources, rather than
the resources themselves, the undemocratic nature of wealth inequality becomes much clearer.
In some ways, the commercialized
politics of the twenty-first century offers entirely new tools for superwealth to manage the political system:
We have “markets in everything.”
The wealthy can purchase educational reform, the charity of their
choice, think tanks, legislative language, political influence, and endless public broadcast of their ideas.
Campaign contributions are a good
place to start, with there being evidence that political donations a) are a
normal good, and b) have, at the top,
a wealth elasticity close to 1. This suggests that as the wealth distribution
becomes more skewed, the campaign
contribution distribution will also become more skewed.
Indeed, Lee Drutman documents
an increasing share of traceable individual campaign contributions (close
to 25%) coming from the “1% of the
1%,” which is around 30,000 people.
But from Brazil to Brussels, and from
Washington to Beijing, money and
promises of money grease the wheels
of politics, sometimes detected,
sometimes eliciting a brief round of
outrage, sometimes not. It is difficult
to celebrate “markets in everything”
and not expect generalized corruption as the result. When speech and
broadcast media are themselves allocated on markets, and the means to
contest elections are allocated via the
cash nexus, it is a short step to policy
being set by the median dollar.
Suresh Naidu is associate professor of
economics and political afairs at Columbia
University

The objective of the RE’s oice is to uphold the core values
and the cardinal principles of journalism
and no RE has any role to interpose himself/
herself in this affair unless some readers had
brought some objection to the notice of the
RE. If the RE wants to intercede like this, it
makes the very idea of ‘Readers’ Editor’
questionable and makes one wonder
whether he/she is an RE or an ER (Editor’s
Reader). By referring unnecessarily and irrelevantly to this article in your ‘sting vs. investigative journalism’ column, you betrayed a
certain mindset and this, again, unnecessary
intervention now on behalf of the author
lends more credence to that betrayal. Criticism or applause for an article is in the normal course of events unless somebody notifies the RE of grave errors etc. Did that
happen here? Or, is this needed to pre-emptively ‘justify’ the editorial judgment?”
Mr. Subramanyam is right in ascertaining
that the column betrayed a certain mindset.

A.S. Panneerselvan
The manuals and the terms of reference for a
news ombudsman do not offer any clues to
deal with the emotional toll this job takes as
a natural corollary. It is left to the individual
Readers’ Editor to evolve a personal code to
deal with it. I draw my strength from the old
philosophical school of stoicism and Leo Tolstoy’s words: “If so many men, so many
minds, certainly so many hearts, so many
kinds of love.” How does one make sense of
the queries, debates, controversies, and the
many kilobytes of sparring over three widely
different news items published in this newspaper: a column on ethical challenges posed
by sting journalism, a report on Aryan migration based on studies in genetics, and a feature profile of an actor in which he said that
“upma must be declared the national dish”?
For readers to get a sense of the multiple
pulls generated by the digital platforms and
the 24x7 news channels for a legacy media
organisation like The Hindu, let me first explain the upma controversy. Tamil actor-director R. Parthiban was profiled in the Metro
Plus supplement. He spoke about his early
days spent in poverty, and said it was upma,
a dish that requires few ingredients, that was
his staple diet and that it should be declared
the ‘national dish’. However, one of the 24x7
news channels picked up the story to discover, or rather invent, a “culinary chauvinism” and an “attempt from deep south to impose a particular food habit across the
sub-continental sized country”. What should
a news ombudsman do when a colourful
idiom used by an artist to bring out the
cruelty of poverty becomes the theme for a
manufactured controversy? I chose to ignore
it.

Dealing with responses
My column on sting journalism referred to
the ‘Ground Zero’ section of this newspaper
as an example of contemporary, rigorous
journalism, and I cited the report on Aryan
migration as an example of a story that can
never be substituted by sting operations.
This was conflated with my next column in
which I had dealt with complaints against
the ‘Ground Zero’ story on Aryan migration.
One of the readers, Subramanyam, commented: “I do not understand why the RE
should take cudgels on behalf of an author
whose article has been criticised by readers.
These are between the author and the critics
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There are various mechanisms by which government policy can be inluenced

The mindset of a RE is to uphold the core
values and the cardinal principles of journalism, and to permit an independent space to
document facts, ideas and research, immaterial of whether it creates resonance or dissonance with a section. Tony Joseph’s article
on Aryan migration was taken up for close
scrutiny because readers wrote to this office
questioning the veracity of the article. And
there was a method to all the criticism as
most of them drew their arguments from
Anil Kumar Suri’s counter-article. It was no
longer between the author of the article and
the readers, as Mr. Subramanyam suggests. It
was a formal query from multiple readers.
Hence, it was incumbent on an RE to examine the article. This is neither an act of interceding on behalf of the author nor a preemptive act to justify the editorial judgment.
The issues I examine are clearly open-andshut cases where I look only at the journalistic yardsticks — accuracy, verification, and
proper sourcing. I consciously refrain from
wearing any ideological blinkers. This
column neither endorses nor repudiates any
argument of any hue as it celebrates the plurality of ideas and voices.
readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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SINGLE FILE

FROM

The Merkel manoeuvre

FIFTY YEARS AGO

She allowed the vote on same-sex
marriage while personally opposing it

The Gorkha League, a constituent of the 14-party United Front
Government of West Bengal, will not support the U.F. Government if it again extends the time-limit for the surrender of the
Left Communist extremists of Naxalbari area beyond July 4.
The Gorkha League which held a joint meeting with the local
committee of the Samyukta Socialist Party last evening [ July 1,
Darjeeling] accused the United Front of “looking for a chance
for a total pardon of the criminals at Naxalbari and other disturbed areas by extending the deadline for their surrender to
July 4”. The meeting, which was presided over by an old member of the Gorkha League, Mr. P.T. Lama, also condemned the
activities of the extremist elements.
A HUNDRED YEARS AGO
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Sir D. Tata’s Injunction Application.

REUTERS

A tightrope walk
Despite this, the Bill lay dormant for long because of resistance
shown by a section of the ruling Christian Democrats. The
CDU’s conservative views towards same-sex marriage were at
odds with the way Germany is perceived outside: as an open
democracy whose Chancellor is the new ‘leader of the free
world’. That the party overcame this niggle is a clever, perhaps
even deliberated, move before the elections. By allowing the
vote to happen but underlining that she is personally not for it,
Ms. Merkel has tactfully endeared herself to both conservatives and liberals. This tightrope walk and her penchant to
spring surprises is what frustrate her opponents. Last week,
Mr. Schulz complained that Ms. Merkel is “systematically refusing debate on the future of the country”.
Whether the Chancellor’s change of mind this time is opportunistic, pragmatic, or genuinely sensitive to the needs of
the people is debatable. “But it’s heartening,” Ms. Luensmann
said, “that Conservatives are moving forward with us.”

JULY 3, 1967

‘Gorkha League threat to Bengal govt.’

Radhika Santhanam

In a historic vote on June 30, the German Parliament approved same-sex
marriage even as German Chancellor Angela Merkel voted against it.
“Marriage is between a man and a
woman,” she said, adding, “I hope
that the vote today not only promotes respect between diferent
opinions but also brings more social
cohesion and peace.”
Despite her personal reservations,
it was a statement by Ms. Merkel
earlier in the week that triggered the
vote. At a talk organised by woman’s
magazine Brigitte, she was forced to confront an issue that she
has long been avoiding. “When do I get to call my boyfriend my
husband?” a young man asked her. In response, she recounted
how moving it was for her to see a lesbian couple take care of
eight foster children. “It is a question of conscience rather
than something that I push through with a majority vote,” she
said. Martin Schulz, leader of the Social Democratic Party that
is in coalition with Ms. Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union
and who is her main opponent in the forthcoming election,
immediately seized upon this statement to fulil his own campaign promise. “We will push through marriage equality in
Germany,” he tweeted. “This week.”
The legislation may seem surprising in its swiftness “but it
wasn’t unexpected”, said Gabriela Luensmann, board member of the Lesbian and Gay Federation in Germany and a human rights lawyer. “We’ve been campaigning for 25 years now.
It’s inally time to celebrate.”
It has taken a surprisingly long time for Germany, a country
with a thriving LGBTQ culture, to reach this stage. Pressure
has always been there: 13 other countries in Europe, including
Ireland, a staunchly Catholic nation, have already legalised
same-sex marriage. And it is not as though the German public
was opposed to it. In January, Germany’s Anti-Discrimination
Agency found that an overwhelming 83% of Germans support
same-sex marriage. Politicians across parties too have always
spoken in favour of it.
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CONCEPTUAL

SHELF HELP

Catch-up
growth

The great wall of Kafka
Why a master’s nightmarish stories still make sense

Economics
The
rapid
economic
growth experienced by
poor countries, which
helps them to close their
income gap with rich
countries.
Catch-up
growth has been attributed by economists to various reasons. One of them
is the fact that technology
and other know-how are
usually readily available
from rich countries, which
poor countries can easily
exploit for their own benefit. Otherwise, poor countries would have to reinvent
these
useful
technologies, which takes
time and resources. Countries like Japan and Germany after the Second
World War, and India and
China in the last few decades experienced catch-up
growth.
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

MORE ON
THE WEB

3

Video: How the
Sunderbans is losing its
mangrove forest?
http://bit.ly/SunderbansMangrove

Sudipta Datta

The Italian essayist and
journalist Italo Calvino may
have disapproved of the
term ‘Kafkaesque’ being
used constantly to refer to
just about anything, but
there’s perhaps no better
adjective to describe the
present, an incomprehensible world of flux and uncertainty, of social and
political anxieties. How
can the nightmarish situations of Franz Kafka’s stories in The Metamorphosis,
The Trial, The Castle not
be taken to symbolise the
loneliness of modern man
not in control of the world
around him in anymore?
Kafka, who was born on
on this day, July 3, in 1883,
was a German-speaking
Jew in Prague, which was
then ruled by an Austrian
emperor but would eventually be overrun by Czech
nationalists. Questions of
identity — who am I? — are
at the heart of Kafka’s
world. The unforgettable
first line of The Metamorphosis (1915) — “As
Gregor Samsa awoke one
morning from uneasy

dreams he found himself
transformed in his bed into
a gigantic insect” — has
come to denote an individual’s total sense of befuddlement at being placed
in a situation not of his
own making but having to
suffer its aftermath nevertheless, not least the neglect of people he thought
loved him.
In The Trial (1925),
Joseph K., a bank clerk, is
arrested and tried for a
crime he is unaware of. “If
this was a comedy he
would insist on playing it to
the end,” Joseph K. says at
the beginning of his ordeal.
It’s not possible to find this
remotely funny anymore as
too many seem to have
been arrested without doing anything wrong. As
David Pryce-Jones writes in
his introduction to The
Trial, “The individual is at
the centre of it, a unique
being, no doubt at the
mercy of sinister elements
and of men both wicked
and stupid. Though closed
in from all sides, the individual like Joseph K., has to
live it out alone.” And while

the “human condition may
not be as random, as guilty,
as weirdly callous as Kafka
portrays it… at certain
times and for certain
people, it is far worse.”
The Castle (1926) begins
with K, a land surveyor, arriving in a village which lies
in the shadow of the Castle,
shrouded in snowy mists,
to look for some documents. But neither is his
presence acknowledged,
nor his task respected. Will
he ever be accepted? As
Pietro Citati writes in
Kafka: “His writing is a roll
of the dice flung into the
void, which simultaneously
hazards opposing hypotheses, to exhaust the
mind’s possibilities.” And
yet, that his stories would
never have seen the light of
day was a real Kafkaesque
possibility. Friend and biographer Max Brod famously disobeyed Kafka’s
death wish to have every
manuscript burnt. On the
eve of the Nazi occupation
of Prague, Brod left for Israel with a small suitcase
containing Kafka’s manuscripts.

At the [Bombay] High Court to-day [ July 2] a notice of motion
was taken out at the instance of Sir Dorab Tata, who, it was
stated, was the purchaser of the war loan lottery ticket No.
15315, against Mr. E.F. Lance, Acting Secretary, W.I.T. Club, Mr.
J.M. Fiamji Patel, one of the members of the Club, and other
members, and Mr. Hally of Assam, calling upon them to show
cause why they should not be restrained by an order and injunction from withdrawing No. 15315 from the lottery, and that
pending decision of the suit they should not be restrained by
an order and injunction from paying the amount of any prize
drawn by ticket No. 15315 or any ticket substituted in place
thereof to the third defendant.
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INTERVIEW | PAVAN KAPOOR

FROM PAGE ONE

Palestine accepts
India’s balancing act
Mr. ElKhaldi said that with
his “vision and stature”, Mr.
Modi could speak to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu convincingly on
the issue.
Significantly, he said
there would have been no
opportunity for Mr. Modi to
have visited Palestine during his trip this week, as Mr.
Abbas is travelling abroad
for a week of hectic diplomacy himself.
On Monday, he is expected to address the African
Union (AU) in Addis Ababa,
and then travel to Tunisia,
then France to meet President Macron, who like his
predecessors is expected to
play a key role in the
Mideast peace process.
Asked if Mr. Modi’s visit
to Israel but not to Palestine
was an indicator of shifting
equations with the two

states, India’s Ambassador
to Israel Pavan Kapoor
denied it.

Political confidence
“We have reached that
sense of political confidence
in our relations with both
the
Israelis
and
the
Palestinians where we feel
we can work with them independent of each other,
and [the PM’s visit] is a reflection of that,” Mr. Kapoor
said in an interview at the
embassy in Tel Aviv on
Sunday.
While Mr. Modi is expected to discuss the current
situation in the IsraelPalestine process with Mr.
Netanyahu during the visit,
as well as the U.S.’s new
push to forge a solution, officials say it is unlikely India
would take a more mediatory role in the conflict.

Gun-toting militants
at LeT man’s funeral
Abu Maaz, believed to be
from Pakistan, was buried
in Uri, north Kashmir next
to other foreign militants
killed in the past two years.
In the wake of fresh unrest,
fuelled by the killing of two
civilians, Tahira (42) and
Shadab Ahmad Chopan (22),
in the clashes near the encounter site on Saturday, all
rail service was stopped in
south Kashmir. Internet service also remained suspended in parts of south
Kashmir.
The authorities imposed

curfew-like restrictions in
parts of south Kashmir and
the old part of Srinagar city.
Concertina wires were
placed on major roads to
block traffic and keep protesters at bay.
Separatist leaders, including Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and Yasin
Malik, had called a Valleywide shutdown in protest
against the civilian killings.
Daily life was impacted as
markets and towns saw thin
traffic on the roads. Shops
also remained closed.

Pak. denies consular
access to Jadhav again
“Five Indian prisoners who
completed their sentences
were repatriated on June 22.
In contrast, 20 Pakistani civilian prisoners who have
completed their sentences
still await their repatriation,
while consular access to 107
Pakistani fishermen and 85
Pakistani civilians is till now
pending,” the Pakistani Foreign Office spokesman said.
The spokesman also
blamed India for delaying
the release of juvenile
Pakistani prisoners Babar
Ali and Ali Raza for almost a

year despite their release by
Indian courts. He said
Pakistan implemented the
2008 agreement in letter
and in spirit and expected
India to follow suit.

‘Impossible’ conditions
He also alleged that India set
“impossible” conditions for
medical visas for Pakistani
patients.
“Under the directives of
the Prime Minister, arrangements are being made for
treatment and operations to
be carried out in Pakistan.”

Dalit acid attack
victim targeted again
S.N. Sankhwar, chief medical superintendent of the
hospital, said the woman
had received 10% burns on
the lateral part of the right
side of her face and upper
part of the chest.
“She is fine, her vitals are
stable. The plastic surgeon
and the critical cases department are treating the
burns,” he said.
The attack has raised serious questions about lapses
in security. Police said the
attack happened during the
shift change of the two gunners who were assigned to
guard the woman.
SP Lucknow Sarvesh Kumar said the police would
probe all angles, including
the security lapse as the
campus was a secured one.
“The victim’s family has a
long-running dispute with
another family in Rae Bareli.

We will explore that as
well,” said Mr. Kumar.
The police are also investigating the previous attacks
on her and have rounded up
the two men who were arrested — but later granted
bail — in connection with
the attack in March.
The police does not have
any CCTV footage so far and
has been unable to track
from where the miscreants
entered the compound of
the working women's hostel
in Aliganj locality.
According to Stop Acid
Attacks, an NGO working
with acid attack survivors,
the woman was allegedly
gangraped in 2009.
After she filed a complaint, the two accused allegedly physically assaulted
her in 2011 and on December 25, 2013 attacked her
with acid.

8 gems missing from
Padmanabha idol

‘Indian PM’s maiden visit to Israel is signiicant’
Modi’s tour is the formal ‘coming out’ of the relationship; there is none of the bashfulness any more, says envoy to Israel
Suhasini Haidar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel has generated a
lot of interest as the first such visit by an Indian Prime Minister. According to officials, the Prime Minister will be accompanied by his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu
through most of his visit that will take him to Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv and Haifa, and will see the countries sign a strategic partnership on non-security issues. Indian’s Ambassador to Israel
Pavan Kapoor spoke to The Hindu about the focus of the visit.
Amid all the interest and
expectation from the
visit, what will the focus
be?

I think the focus of the
visit, is the visit itself. The
fact that an Indian Prime
Minister is making a visit for
the first time in 25 years
since we established full diplomatic ties is significant in
itself. Also since this is the
25th anniversary, we want to
mark that and celebrate that.
At some stages the relationship has gone faster,
sometimes not so fast, but
it’s been a steady upward
trend.

■
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tioned in August 2015. They
were again referred to in a
report from the priest in
March 2016. An FIR was registered in August 2016.
The amicus, however,
highlighted that the Administrative Committee never
sought an in-depth enquiry
into the case of the missing
stones and used “vague expressions” to suggest that
the diamonds were only
“damaged”, and not in fact,
lost. “In fact, if it was not for
a direct query from the
amicus when he had darshan, the factum of these
eight missing diamonds
would not have surfaced,”
the report dated June 14,
2017 informed the court.

Absolutely. This is very
much the formal ‘coming
out’ of the relationship at the
highest level. When the PM
comes here, he will be making that very clear as he tells
the government of Israel and
PM Netanyahu that India is
your genuine partner. So
there is none of that bashfulness any more, and it is completely out in the open.

■

Yet, agreements planned

China backs claim on
territory with map
India stopped PLA building road

■ I think there has been too
much focus on defence and
security aspects. The future
of the relationship and much
of the present of the relationship lies in development,
which includes agriculture,
water, innovation, science
and technology. This is
where we can impact the
largest number of lives of
people back in India.

When it comes to
innovation, what is it that
India, which has its own
IT industry, engineers,
innovation culture, learns
from Israel?

What we really need to
learn from the Israelis is the
seamless manner in which

■

have to learn
<
> We
from Israelis the
seamless manner in
which industry,
academia and govt.
cooperate
they
have
cooperation
between industry, academia
and government. We have to
learn from their universities,
how they have technology
transfer companies based
right on their campuses,
who help convert theory into
useful products in a very
short period of time. We
have a developed system,
but the areas where they
have start-ups far exceeds

what we have. This is a country that has no automotive
industry for example, and
yet they are the R&D centre
for autononomous cars (selfdriving) in the world. We also
need to have Israeli companies look more at the Indian
market.
So far, Israeli start-ups
have looked at American investors and buyers, but Indian firms could do the same
with larger markets and
cheaper production lines.

4,000-5,000 left in India. So
the familial link is not that
strong. Also, the community
here is not that well-off compared to those in the U.S.
and the U.K. People moved
here on the basis of their religion, not [for economic reasons]. So we try to bring them
together once a year, and
this year, they will be able to
hear directly from Mr. Modi
about how they can play a
role in building India-Israel
ties.

The PM is also addressing
a diaspora event in Tel
Aviv this week. How is the
Indian-Israeli community
different from others
Indian diasporas?

Connectivity between the
two countries is still poor,
there are no flights from
Delhi, and the only direct
flight from Mumbai by El
Al runs just three times a
week. Why has Air India
not started its service, as
promised, in May?

Well, most of the diaspora
immigrated here in the 1950s
and the 1960s, and the large
number of them don’t have
too many ties back home.
Most Jewish Indians, about
80,000, have all moved here,
and there are just about

■

Press Trust of India
Beijing

China has released a map to
back its claim that Indian
troops “transgressed” into
the Doklam area of the
Sikkim sector, which it
claims as part of its territory.
In the map, released by
the Chinese Foreign Ministry, a blue arrow with
markings in Chinese points
to Indian troops’ alleged
transgression to prevent the
People's Liberation Army
(PLA) from building a strategic road. The map shows
Doklam as part of Chinese
territory.
Bhutan has protested to
China asserting that the area
is part of its territory and
Chinese action is violative of
1988 and 1998 agreements.
The map is in addition to
two photographs released
on Thursday purportedly
showing Indian troops on
the Chinese side of the border. Chinese Foreign Min-

istry spokesman Lu Kang
displayed the photographs
of the alleged Indian “incursion” during a media
briefing.

Photos uploaded
Later, the Ministry uploaded
them on its website. One
photo showed two bulldozers stated to be that of
the Indian military while another showed one bulldozer. A redline in the photos was tagged as “Chinese
side of the border”.
A
standoff
erupted
between the two militaries
after the Indian Army
blocked construction of the
road by China in the Doklam
area. China alleged that the
Indian troops “trespassed”
the recognised delineated
boundary on June 18. India
on Friday expressed concerns over China constructing the road in the disputed
area and said this had “serious” security implications.

■ You will have to ask Air India that. They announced
that there would be a flight
[in May], but we have heard
nothing since.

No let-up in irings on LoC
At least 22 violations witnessed in the past two weeks amid India-China face-of
ated several in a series of targeted operations.
So far this year, the number of CFVs has crossed 200
while for the corresponding
period last year it was 14; it
was 228 for the whole of
2016.
Similarly, while 140 terrorists were killed in 2016
both on the LoC and in the
Valley, this year till June the
number has crossed 80.

Dinakar Peri
New Delhi

Even as attention is focussed
on the stand-off between India and China in Sikkim, the
India-Pakistan border continues to boil with daily
Cease Fire Violations (CFV).
In the last two weeks,
there have been at least 22
CFVs of which over nine occurred from June 27-30
when the news of the standoff between the Armies of
India and China came out
and both sides were engaged
in a diplomatic showdown.
In contrast for the whole
month of June last year,
there were only 10 CFVs on
the LoC.
“There have been continuous CFVs on the LoC in
the last few days, but there
was no contact or infiltration attempts during them,”
a senior Army officer said.
This is a slight departure
in trend as in the last few
months, since summer set
in, there has been an uptick
in CFVs as there were des-

Warming up: A ile photo of soldiers taking position near the
Line of Control in Poonch. PTI
*

perate attempts by militants
to sneak across the Line of
Control. Normally, the
Pakistan Army resorts to
CFV to provide cover fire to
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Date with Taj

the infiltrators. The infiltrations were in itself an attempt to increase the number of militants in the Valley
as the security forces elimin-

Forces on alert
With the end of the holy
month of Ramazan and the
beginning of the 40-day Amarnath Yatra, security forces
are gearing for a major spike
in CFVs, infiltration attempts
as well as violence in the
Valley.
July 8 also marks one year
since the killing of local
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani which
had plunged the Valley into
unending violence.
Security forces believe
there will be attempts to create mass protests this week.

ED to summon Karti
in INX Media case
Agency is pursuing money trail
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Families’ day out: Tourists enjoying the rainy weather at the Taj Mahal in Agra on Sunday.

*

PTI

Samjhauta
case: Pak.
seeks time

Trinamool in Tripura not
to support Meira Kumar

Press Trust of India

MLAs take decision to keep distance from their rival CPI(M)

New Delhi

Mr. Subramanium told the
court that the temple’s outgoing executive officer K.N.
Satheesh reported the fact
of the missing diamonds —
used in daily rituals and
kept in cellars near the sanctum sanctorum — in May
2017. The alleged “theft”
was discovered when the
temple treasurer checked
the valuables.
Though the stones are officially valued at over ₹21
lakh, Mr. Subramanium suggested that they were worth
much more owing to their
antiquity. On checking the
Muthalpadi (temple treasurer) records, the amicus
found that the “missing diamonds” were first men-

Have India and Israel put
behind them what PM
Modi described with the
U.S., “the hesitations of
history” now?

during the visit are only
expected to refer to Israel
as a strategic partner on
non-security issues like
water and agriculture,
according to the Israeli
cabinet resolution. Why?

Pakistan has sought four
more months from India
for a decision on producing 13 witnesses before a
special Haryana court
which is hearing the 2007
Samjhauta Express blasts
case in which 68 people
were killed.
The special court, while
issuing the summons on
March 17, had asked the
witnesses to appear before
it from July 4. The NIA
counsel would inform the
special court about the decision of Pakistani authorities once the court resumes
hearing on Tuesday. Out of
299 witnesses, court proceedings for 249 have been
completed.

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala

Trinamool Congress MLAs
in Tripura would not vote
for the party-supported Opposition candidate Meira Kumar in the presidential election.
State
Trinamool
president Ashish Saha, who
is one of six legislators of the
party said, they have taken
the decision to keep distance from the ruling CPI(M)
which is the ‘main political
rival’ for them in the State.
“We left the Congress and
joined the Trinamool with a
strong resolution to out-seat
the CPI(M). We cannot vote
in line with the CP (M)”, Mr.
Saha told The Hindu on

Sunday adding that the
MLAs met on Saturday to adopt unanimous resolution
on not supporting Ms.
Kumar.

Leader non-committal
Trinamool president, however, remained non-committal on supporting the NDA
candidate, but said BJP’s Assam stalwart Himanta Biswa
Sarma and national general
secretary Ram Madhav appealed them to vote in favour of Ram Nath Kovind.
Both of them spoke to party
leader Sudip Roy Barman on
the issue.
BJP’s central observer
Sunil Deodhar on Sunday

confirmed that Mr. Madhav
spoke to Mr. Barman on the
presidential election.
“He also requested them
to meet Mr. Kovind when he
comes to Guwahati”, he
stated.
On rebel Congress MLA
Ratan Lal Nath who is currently hobnobbing with the
BJP, Mr. Deodhar said he has
given assurance to vote for
Mr. Kovind.
With one Congress MLA
pledging support to the BJP
and the Trinamool apparently going for NDA aspirant,
Opposition candidate Meira
Kumar is likely to garner
votes of the Left and two
Congress legislators.

After the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
now plans to summon the
accused in the money laundering case filed to probe
the alleged irregularities in
the use of foreign funds by
INX Media.
Among those named as
accused are Karti Chidambaram, son of the former
Union Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram, INX Media
and INX News, represented
by its then directors Indrani
Mukherjea and Pritam alias
Peter Mukherjea, who are
now in judicial custody in
the Sheena Bora murder
case. The ED is pursuing the
money trail and it will soon
issue summonses to the persons named in the case to
record their statements.

Seek more time
The
CBI
had
also
summoned Mr. Karti and
four others allegedly associated with him to join the
probe between June 27 and
June 29. However, all have
sought more time. “If they
claim that they are innocent, they must join the investigation at the earliest for

Karti Chidambaram
necessary clarifications. We
have considered their response, furnished through
their lawyers, and will issue
fresh summons later this
month,” a CBI official said.
The agencies have accused Mr. Karti of having received
commissions
through a company allegedly associated with him
to scuttle a probe proposed
by the Department of Revenue into the allegations
against INX Media. It has
been alleged that INX Media
got approval from the Foreign Investment Promotion
Board for ₹4.62-crore investment in 2007, but the company received ₹305 crore in
foreign direct investment
from two Mauritius-based
companies through the sale
of shares at a premium of
₹800 a unit.

A ND-ND
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Furore over ‘de-registering with one stroke of a pen’
Companies always given opportunity to respond before action is taken, say lawyers, accountants; they say the link to the demonetisation exercise is also unclear
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The chartered accounting
fraternity and lawyers have
said they are unclear how
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has linked certain alleged “suspicious and questionable operations” following demonetisation to the
cancellation of registration
of one lakh companies by
the government — and that
too, “with one stroke of a
pen in one minute.”
“The fate of one lakh companies has been locked with
one stroke of a pen in one
minute. The Registrar of
Companies (RoC) has removed these one lakh companies. More will be found
and even tougher action can
be expected against shell
companies,” Mr. Modi had
said, addressing chartered
accountants on Saturday.
The CAs and lawyers contacted by The Hindu said
they were waiting for the list
of companies and the reasons for their de-registration,
and how it was linked to demonetisation. Whether under the provisions of the Income Tax Act or Companies

Act, the companies are always given an opportunity to
respond before any action is
taken against them, including striking off the names,
sources said.
They were not sure how
the government had de-registered one lakh companies
“with one stroke of a pen in
one minute”.
“This seems more like a
veiled threat to all the companies to comply with the

law,” said an expert requesting anonymity given the
sensitivity of the issue as the
Prime Minister himself had
made the statement.

Not unusual
Sources said there was nothing unusual about striking
off names of companies
from the “register of companies”.
As per the norms, the RoC
can issue a show-cause no-

tice to a company if it has
failed to start business
within one year of incorporation or has not been carrying on any business for two
immediately preceding financial years or has not applied for dormant status.
The companies that get
such a notice are given 30
days to submit their replies.
If not satisfied with the response, the entity’s name
can be struck off from the
“register of companies”. The
government last December
notified the Companies Act
provisions for striking off the
names of companies.
As per details submitted
to Parliament, the names of
10,826 companies were
struck off in 2014-15 (till
November 4), while 10,344
companies were struck off in
2013-14, 13,414 companies in
2012-13 and 38,241 in 2011-12.
In April, the government
(RoCs in several States and
Union Territories) had issued show-cause notices to
over two lakh companies under the Companies Act for
striking off their names.
The country has over 15
lakh registered firms.

A smooth
Day Two,
says Centre

Turnkey homes to lose allure
Press Trust of India
Mumbai

Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Day Two of implementation of
the GST passed without major
problems, the Finance Ministry said here on Sunday.
Officials of the Union and
the State governments have
been providing information to
trade and industry. The Ministry has got encouraging reports from roadside dhabas
and big restaurants as well as
from Kirana shops to department stores that have started
getting acclimatised to the new
tax system, it said.
Since June 25, 2.23 lakh new
dealers have entered the GST
Network system by filing draft
applications. Of the 63,000
with full details, 32,000 have
been granted fresh registrations.
Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia appealed to the
people not to circulate any unverified messages through social media.

The consumers will have
to shell out more for the
ready-to-occupy flats
under the GST system as
developers with large
unsold inventories are
planning to pass on the
higher tax burden to
homebuyers.
However, new flats will
cost less, giving some
breather to the developers
of upcoming projects.
Under GST, the effective
tax on under-construction
projects has gone up to
12%.

Tax deduction
The actual GST rate is 18%
on realty, but allows onethird of the tax to be
deducted from the land
value, from the total cost
charged by the developer.
The GST gives an option
of getting full input set-off
credit, which is not

Cows stand for
future: Fadnavis

Pranab Da guided me, says PM

Links protection to farm health

Special Correspondent

Staff Reporter
Mumbai

Linking the need for cow
protection and the growing
number of farmer suicides,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday said the
decreasing number of cows
had led more farmers to
take their lives.
“The cow stands for the
future. We will lose the future if cows are not available. In villages where the
number of cows has fallen,
farm production has also
gone down. In the same
area, farmer suicides have
increased,” Mr. Fadnavis
said at the Jain International
Organisation’s ( JIO) Mega

Developers with large
inventories may pass on the
tax burden to homebuyers.

applicable to ready-tomove-in flats and as a
result, developers will
have to bear the burden of
higher tax or pass on to
the end-consumers or
increase the overall prices
to match the new tax
burden, say developers.
“While developers
might still get some
benefits for projects that
are in nascent stages, they
will have to bear the tax

burden for the ready-tomove-in projects since
they are kept out of the
GST ambit,” House of
Hiranandani Chairman
and Managing Director
Surendra Hiranandani
said.
Gera Developments
Managing Director Rohit
Gera said under the GST
regime, tax on underconstruction projects
would be 12%, an increase
of 6.5% for buyers.
“There is an option of
getting full input set-off
credit on all input side if
GST is paid by them, but
this is not applicable on
ready-to-move-in
properties,” he said.
The consumer durables
industry is expecting only
a marginal price revision
despite the category being
placed under the highest
slab of 28% under GST, as
players look forward to the
festive season.

‘The President led me like a father igure and I would never forget that’
during the Emergency, and
named a former Congress
leader and Gujarat Governor,
Nawal
Kishore
Sharma, in this regard.

NEW DELHI

Business JIO Conference.
Addressing Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani, who
was present at the event, he
said Maharashtra considers
cow protection to be as important as the Gujarat government did.
“Land fertility has fallen
drastically in areas where
cows are not protected. Our
Constitution, too, calls for
protection of milch animals.
Cow protection is not limited to religion. Many things
from our religion are linked
to science,” he said.
Mr. Fadnavis said he was
sure that the Jain community would take the lead
in GST implementation.

President Pranab Mukherjee
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi commended each
other on Sunday, despite
both acknowledging that
they occupy different sides
of the political spectrum.
At a book release function
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
less than a month away from
electing a new President, Mr.
Modi said that it was his
“privilege” to have worked
with Mr. Mukherjee and that
he would “never forget” that
when he came to Delhi, he
had “someone like Pranab
Da to guide me”.
“Like a father figure,
Pranab Da has guided me.
He would tell me, ‘Modiji
please take adequate rest,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releasing a book on President
Pranab Mukherjee at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sunday. PTI
*

take care of your health’,”
Mr. Modi said.
“The Presidency is much
more
than
protocol.
Through the photographs in
the book [released by him],

we see the human side of
our President and we feel
proud,” he said.
He mentioned his experience with working with leaders of different ideologies

Close cooperation
Mr. Mukherjee responded to
the Prime Minister saying, “I
take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude and
appreciation to the Prime
Minister. We have acted in
close cooperation.”
“Surely, there have been
divergences of views, but we
have been able to keep divergences only to ourselves,
they didn’t effect relations
between President and
Prime Minister,” Mr. Mukherjee added.
The next President will be
elected on July 20.

Legacy of fearless diplomacy
Nirupam Sen championed non-alignment, was close to Nehruvian policies
former Foreign Secretary
Lalit Mansingh said.
Nirupam Sen, 70, who
hailed from a family of officers in the Central Services, belonged to the
1969 batch of the IFS and
served in Oslo, Sofia (Bulgaria), Colombo and so
on. His most important assignment started in 2004
when appointed Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The crowd that came to
bid final farewell to former
diplomat Nirupam Sen,
who passed away here on
Sunday, reflected his commitment and legacy. Apart
from former Indian Foreign Service colleagues,
the Communist Party of
India was represented by
party general secretary
Sudhakar Reddy.
As India’s envoy in important missions, Mr. Sen
was known for his strict
disciplinarian approach to
work and intellectual integrity. His friends described him as a diplomat
with deep concern about
the welfare of the masses.
“Ambassador Nirupam
Sen leaves behind a legacy

AAP stages
protest
against Shah

Nirupam Sen
of fearlessness in Indian
diplomacy. He always took
a stand on issues and held
on to his position even if
they differed from his
seniors. It was this quality
that earned him respect
from his colleagues,” the

India in 88th place in money
hoarded in Swiss banks
Press Trust of India

Special COrrespondent

Zurich/New Delhi

PANAJI

India has slipped to the
88th place in terms of
money parked by its citizens with Swiss banks,
while the U.K. remains on
the top.
Also, the money officially held by Indians
with banks in Switzerland
now accounts for a meagre 0.04 per cent of the
total funds kept by all for-

The Aam Aadmi Party on
Sunday staged a black flag
protest against BJP national
president Amit Shah in
Margao in south Goa, accusing the BJP of indulging
in “communal politics”.
More than 100 protesters waved black flags and
banners which read #NotinmyGoa and so on.
CM
YK

Anti-terror convention
Against the backdrop of
the post-9/11 emerging
world order, Mr. Sen
championed a comprehensive
anti-terrorism
convention that did not
curtail the freedom of the
masses.
However, he featured in

Wikileaks which revealed
that his deputy in the Permanent Mission told a U.S.
diplomat that South Block
had given him the power
to override Mr. Sen in view
of his lack of sympathy for
U.S. global policies.
A strong supporter of
India’s tradition of nonalignment, Mr. Sen was
perceived as close to
Nehruvian policies in the
Indian foreign policy establishment.
“He was close to the
Leftist concerns and his
work reflected that often.
Most recently, he spoke
about the centenary of the
October Revolution and
his introduction of the revolution impressed all,”
Sumit Chakravartty, Editor, Mainstream, said.

eign clients in the Swiss
banking system, as per an
analysis of the latest figures compiled by the
Swiss National Bank as on
2016-end.
India was placed at
75th position in 2015 and
at 61st in the year before
that, though it used to be
among top-50 countries
in terms of holdings in
Swiss banks till 2007. The
country was ranked

highest at 37th place in
2004.
The latest data from
the Zurich-based SNB
comes ahead of a new
framework for automatic
exchange of information
between Switzerland and
India to help check the
black money menace.
The funds are the official figures and do not indicate the quantum of
black money.
A ND-ND
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Deadline to resolve
Qatar rift nears
Doha says Arab states’ demands ‘are made to be rejected’
Reuters

Israel’s ex-PM Olmert
released from prison
JERUSALEM

Former Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert left prison early
on Sunday days after a parole
board granted him early
release from his 27-month
corruption sentence. Olmert,
who has to do volunteer work
for the next few months,
appeared gaunt and pale. AP

Britain withdraws
from EU fishing deal
LONDON

Britain is pulling out of an
agreement that permits
fishermen from five other
countries to operate in its
waters, the first step in
reasserting control over its
fishing industry as it prepares
for Brexit. The government
announced on Sunday it
would be leaving the London
Fisheries Convention. AP

China’s new heavy-lift
carrier rocket launch fails
BEIJING

China’s ambitious space
programme suffered a rare
setback on Sunday as its new
heavy-lift carrier rocket, the
Long March-5 Y2 failed to put
the country’s largest satellite
into orbit. An anomaly
occurred during the flight of
the rocket, which blasted off
from the Wenchang Space
Launch Centre in Hainan. PTI

Flash floods kill 11 in
Balochistan province
QUETTA

At least 11 people were killed
and scores more people were
injured in flash floods
triggered by heavy rains in
Pakistan’s southwestern
province of Balochistan. “
Flash floods swept away mud
houses Lasbela district of
Balochistan causing damage
to life and property,” a district
official said. AFP

Dubai/Doha

Qatar faces possible further
sanctions by Arab states that
have severed ties with Doha
over allegations of links to
terrorism, as a deadline to
accept their demands is expected to expire on Sunday
night.
Qatari Foreign Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani said the
demands were made to be
rejected, adding that the
Arab ultimatum was aimed
not at tackling terrorism but
at curtailing his country’s
sovereignty.
But he told reporters in
Rome that Doha remained
ready to sit down and discuss the grievances raised by
its Arab neighbours. “This
list of demands is made to
be rejected. It’s not meant to
be accepted or... to be negotiated,” Sheikh Mohammed
said. “The state of Qatar instead of rejecting it as a principle, we are willing to engage in [dialogue], providing
the proper conditions for
further dialogue.” He added
that no one had the right to
issue an ultimatum to a sovereign country.

List of demands
The feud erupted last month
when Saudi Arabia, the
United
Arab
Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt severed
diplomatic and travel ties
with Qatar, accusing it of
supporting terrorism and
being an ally of regional foe
Iran, charges that Doha
denies.
The
countries
have
threatened further sanctions
against Qatar if it does not
comply with their list of 13
demands presented to Doha
by Kuwaiti mediators 10
days ago. The demands include closing a Turkish military base in Qatar and shut-

Breaking point: A man walks past the Qatar Airways branch in
Riyadh. If Qatar fails to comply with the Arab states’
demands, it may face further sanctions. FILE PHOTO
*

ting the Al Jazeera pan-Arab
television network, which
Doha also rejected.
Qatar’s Gulf critics accuse
Al Jazeera of being a platform for extremists and an
agent of interference in their
affairs. The network has rejected the accusations and
said it will maintain its editorial independence.

Fresh penalties
Gulf countries have insisted
the demands were non- negotiable. The UAE Ambassador to Russia has said
Qatar could face fresh sanctions if it does not comply
with the demands. Gulf
states could ask their trading
partners to choose between
working with them or with
Doha, he said in a newspaper interview last week.
They have not specified
what further sanctions they
could impose on Doha but
commercial bankers in the
region believe that Saudi,
Emirati and Bahraini banks
might receive official guidance to pull deposits and interbank loans from Qatar. A
more
serious
sanction
would be to ban investors
from holding Qatari assets,
but authorities have given
no sign of doing this.

Qatar’s stock market fell
sharply on Sunday as the
Qatari stock index sank as
much as 3.1% in thin trade,
bringing its losses to 11.9%
since June 5, when Saudi
and the other countries cut
diplomatic and trade ties.
UAE Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash played down the
chances of an escalation,
saying “the alternative is not
escalation
but
parting
ways”, suggesting Qatar may
be forced out of the sixmember Gulf Cooperation
Council.
The
Westernbacked body was formed in
1981 in the wake of Iran’s Islamic Revolution and the
outbreak of the Iran-Iraq
war. Speaking in Washington last week, the Qatari Foreign Minister said the GCC
was set up to guard against
external threats. “When the
threat is coming from inside
the GCC, there is a suspicion
about the sustainability of
the organisation,” Sheikh
Mohammed told reporters.
Qataris appeared defiant
on Sunday, with newspapers
decrying a “siege” and sharing on social media a cartoon of David and Goliath to
illustrate Qatar’s struggle
with its larger neighbours.

18 die in Damascus car bombing
Two other suicide bombers were intercepted on the outskirts of the city
Agence France-Presse
Damascus

A suicide car bomber pursued by security forces blew
himself up in eastern Damascus on Sunday, with a monitor reporting 18 killed in the
deadliest attack to hit the
Syrian capital in months.
Syrian state media and the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring
group said security forces intercepted three car bombers
on their way into the city
early on Sunday morning.
State television said two of
the vehicles were blown up
on the outskirts of the city.
A third managed to reach
the eastern Tahrir Square
district, where he was surrounded but able to detonate a bomb.
The Observatory, a Britain-based monitor, said 18
people were killed in the
bombing, including at least
seven members of pro-re-

Big loss: Syrian security members at the site of a suicide bomb
attack in the eastern Tahrir Square district on Sunday. AFP
*

gime security forces and two
civilians. It had not identified the remaining victims.
Syrian state news agency
SANA quoted an Interior
Ministry statement as saying
two of the vehicles had been
“destroyed” at a roundabout
on the road to the city’s airport.
The driver of the third

20 dead in
Russia road
accidents

They were ambushed while on their way to ight insurgents

Associated Press

Agence France-Presse
Mazar-i-Sharif

The Taliban have killed 13
pro-government fighters in
northern Afghanistan, ambushing them as they were
on their way to take part in
an operation against the insurgency, officials said
Sunday.
The attack on the fighters,
part of a local militia working with the government,
took place on Saturday afternoon in the volatile Chimtal
district of northern Balkh
province, some 40 km from
the provincial capital Mazari-Sharif. It underscored
rising insecurity in the wartorn country as the resurgent Taliban step up their as-

saults, with government
forces struggling to contain
them.
“13 local militia forces
have been shot dead by
Taliban insurgents as they
were heading for an operation against the militants in
Chimtal,” Munir Farhad,
spokesman for the provincial governor of Balkh told
AFP. “All of them were
killed... They were young
forces,” Mr. Farhad said.
Sarwar Hussaini, police
spokesman for northern
Afghanistan confirmed the
ambush and the death toll.
The Taliban, who have intensified their attacks on
pro-government forces since
launching their annual so-

Dissent and democracy

Washington

U.S. President Donald
Trump launched a fresh attack on the news media on
Sunday by tweeting a video
— bizarre even by his
standards — showing him
knocking down and beating a professional wrestling “villain” whose face
had been replaced by a
CNN logo.
The 10-year-old video,
hailing back to Mr.
Trump’s days as a guest
celebrity at pro-wrestling
events, came after a week
in which his unrestrained
Twitter attacks on two MSNBC talk show hosts drew
widespread condemnation
from members of both
political parties.

Crude message
In the 28-second video, Mr.
Trump, dressed in a suit, is
seen knocking down another man in a suit who is

standing next to a wrestling ring.
Mr. Trump then pummels the man, whose face
is covered by the CNN logo,
repeatedly over the head.
At the end of the video, a
fake CNN logo appears in
the lower right corner of
the screen with the words
“FNN:
Fraud
News
Network”.
Mr. Trump has recently
picked up the pace of his
attacks on the news media.
Besides the crude personal
attack on MSNBC co-hosts
Joe Scarborough and Mika
Brzezinski he tweeted his
intention to start calling
CNN #FraudNewsCNN.
Amid a torrent of criticism over his attack on
Brzezinski, the U.S. President doubled down on Saturday, tweeting: “My use
of social media is not Presidential — it’s MODERN
DAY PRESIDENTIAL. Make
America Great Again!”

Moscow

Russian officials say at least
14 people have been killed
after a bus caught fire following a night-time collision with a truck that was
being towed and six other
people have been killed in
separate road accidents.
The bus crash took place
early on Sunday in Russia’s
central Tatarstan Republic.
Footage from the scene
showed the burnt-out shell
of the bus. In other deadly
road accidents, four people
died early Sunday after a
car hit a tree near the city
of Nizhny Novgorod, east
of Moscow, and two teenagers were killed late Saturday when a truck plowed
into a bus stop in the western city of Bryansk.

called “spring offensive”,
claimed responsibility for
Saturday’s attack.

Low morale
Afghan security forces, beset
by killings, desertions and
non-existent “ghost soldiers” on the payroll, have
been struggling to beat back
insurgents since U.S.-led
NATO troops ended their
combat mission in December 2014.
In April, northern Balkh
province witnessed one of
the deadliest attacks in
Afghan history on a military
base near Mazar-i-Sharif,
where gunmen and suicide
bombers killed around 150
soldiers.

Abe’s party sufers historic
defeat in Tokyo election
Support for Prime Minister slumps

President continues to attack media
Agence France-Presse

Extensive damage
An AFP correspondent at
Tahrir Square saw extensive
damage to nearby buildings.

Taliban kill 13 pro-govt.
Afghan militiamen
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Trump tweets video
of him beating ‘CNN’

blew himself up while being
pursued, it said, “killing a
number of civilians, injuring
others, and causing material
damage to public and private
properties”.

Two bombed-out cars were
visible to one side of the
square, which was strewn
with debris.
A woman was crying in an
apartment near the site of
the attack. Her balcony had
collapsed and the living
room was a mess of broken
glass and shattered masonry,
with pictures and curtains
strewn across the floor. The
woman said her daughter
had been taken to hospital
after being injured by flying
glass.
Tahrir Square resident
Mohammad Tinawi told AFP
that he had heard “gunfire at
around 6 a.m. [8.30 a.m.
IST], then an explosion
which smashed the glass of
houses
in
the
neighbourhood”.
Damascus
has
been
spared the large-scale battles
that have devastated other
major Syrian cities during
the six-year civil war.

Reuters
Tokyo

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s
Liberal Democratic Party
suffered an historic defeat in
an election in the Japanese
capital on Sunday, signalling
trouble ahead for the
premier, who has suffered
from slumping support because of a favouritism
scandal.
On the surface, the Tokyo
Metropolitan assembly election was a referendum on
Governor Yuriko Koike's
year in office, but the dismal
showing for Mr. Abe’s party
is also a stinging rebuke of
his administration.

Sending a message: Thousands of people rallied peacefully in Hamburg on Sunday in protest against next week’s G20 summit,
where U.S. President Donald Trump is to make his maiden appearance at the forum of major economies. REUTERS
*

Yuriko Koike

pared with 57 before the
election, NHK said, while
Ms. Koike’s party and allies
were assured a majority.
Past Tokyo elections have
been bellwethers for national trends. A 2009 Tokyo
poll in which the LDP won
just 38 seats was followed by
its defeat in a general election that year, although this
time no lower house poll
need be held until late 2018.
Ms. Koike, a former LDP
member, took office a year
ago as the first woman Governor of the capital.

Worst-ever result
Ms. Koike’s Tokyo Citizens
First party and its allies
were on track for between
73 to 85 seats in the 127-seat
assembly, according to exit
polls by NHK public TV.
Later, vote counts showed
the LDP was certain to post
its worst-ever result, winning at most 37 seats com-

In a desperate Syrian city, a test of Donald Trump’s policies
Tabqa is a laboratory to ind out if peace can be maintained by small teams of State Department oicials and Army civil afairs units in towns liberated from IS
Michael R. Gordon
Tabqa

The young man unburdened
himself about the dark years
of living under the Islamic
State (IS) as a crowd of curious onlookers gathered in
front of a weathered storefront
in
the
town
marketplace.
The militants, said the
man, a 22-year-old named
Abdul Qadir Khalil, killed
many residents, doled out
precious jobs and severely
limited travel to and from the
city. “When they left, our
situation was much better
mentally,” Mr. Khalil said. “If
things were fixed, our society would be better and we
would come to our normal
life.”
He ticked off a list of the
things Tabqa needs: electricity, water, fuel and a sizable
bakery. Then, laughing about
CM
YK

his new freedom to openly
denounce the militants, he
said: “If they ever come
back, they will slaughter all
of us.”
Life is slowly returning to
the streets of Tabqa, a city of
about 1,00,000 strategically
positioned just 48 km west of
Raqqa, the capital of the selfproclaimed caliphate of the
Islamic State.
Women are well represented on the town’s new governing council, and small
children greet visitors with a
“V” sign for victory.
But nearly two months
after the IS was driven off by
the U.S.-led coalition fighting
the militants, the needs are
even more vast than Mr.
Khalil suggested, with no
functioning hospitals or
schools, not even the heavy
equipment needed to uncover the dead.

control territory in eastern
Syria after Raqqa is taken.

In that respect, Tabqa
stands as a laboratory for
testing the Trump administration’s policy of empowering commanders in Syria to
make battlefield decisions to
defeat the militants while relying on a small team of State
Department officials and
Army civil affairs units to cement the uneasy peace that
follows — all without getting
into
the
business
of
nation-building.

Dry run for Raqqa
It is also a dry run for the impending capture of Raqqa, a
larger, far more densely populated and better defended
city. “Tabqa is the most immediate post-ISIS town
where we could really get
our feet on the ground,” said
Brett H. McGurk, President
Donald Trump’s special envoy to the coalition.

Far from normal: Abdul Qadir Khalil, second from left, in Tabqa.
Life is slowly returning to the streets of the city, but it still has
many rotting corpses and lacks basic services . NYT
*

The United States’ strategy
in Syria is to wage the ground
campaign against the IS
through local forces in order
to maintain a small U.S. footprint. But even that requires
the deployment of American
advisers, plus artillery, satel-

lite-guided rockets, Apache
attack helicopters and Army
Rangers — some 1,000 troops
in all. The U.S. presence
comes as Iran and the Shia
militias it backs, as well as
the Syrian government and
Russia, are manoeuvring to

Struggling to recover
The visit to Tabqa on
Thursday was a first opportunity for Mr. McGurk, a
small group of senior coalition officials and the Western
news media to get a look at
the newly liberated city, still
struggling to recover from
the physical and psychological scars of nearly three
years of harsh control by the
militants.
The Tabqa operation was
proposed in mid-March to Lt.
Gen. Stephen Townsend, the
commander of the U.S.-led
task force that is battling the
IS, by the top commander of
the
Syrian
Democratic
Forces, the combination of
Syrian Kurds and Arab fighters who would provide the
ground troops for the battle.

It was approved without a
single White House meeting.
Just one week later, hundreds of Arab and Kurdish
fighters, including many who
had never flown before, were
airlifted on U.S. helicopters
and Osprey planes to the
southern banks of Lake Assad, across from Tabqa.
Barges ferried their vehicles
across the azure water while
another group of Syrian
fighters to the east hopped
from island to island as they
zipped along the Euphrates
on U.S. fast boats.
In the fierce battle that ensued, about 100 Kurdish and
Arab fighters were killed and
perhaps 10 times as many
militants. One of the final
confrontations occurred inside the 200-foot-tall Tabqa
Dam, which used to supply
20% of Syria’s electricity.
To try to save the dam,

Syrian fighters cut a deal
granting about 70 militants
safe passage out of town. But
the IS did its best to sabotage
the complex anyway: The
ageing red turbines were
blown up while the control
panels were sprayed with
bullets. Syrian engineers
have been trying to get one
or two turbines running by
cannibalising parts from the
wreckage. “There is no electricity, no food, no bread,
and we need fuel for our
trucks,” said Khalid Mohammed Ali Tata, 54.
Even as they are trying to
help Tabqa, U.S. officials are
trying to mobilize more international support for what
they anticipate will be a far
more demanding situation in
Raqqa.
“Tabqa is a dry run,” Mr.
McGurk said. “There is a lot
of work ahead.” NYT
A ND-ND
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GST positive for India’s
credit proile: Moody’s

Sunil Mittal
got ₹30 cr. in
annual pay
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Steel sector bullish on
GST, exporters worry
Reactions abound on impact of tax

NEW DELHI

‘To support higher government revenue through improved tax compliance’
uniform across the country.
We expect the net impact of
GST on government revenues to be positive.”

Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Housing sales fall 41%
on low demand: report
NEW DELHI

Housing sales fell by 41%
during January-May of 2017
to 1.10 lakh units across 42
major cities as demand
continued to be sluggish post
demonetisation, according to
PropEquity. However, the
affordable housing segment
has started to pick up with a
fall in interest rates and the
government’s move to accord
infrastructure status to
low-cost homes and provide
interest subsidy. PTI

Cabinet nod for hydro
power policy likely
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet may take
up for approval this month
the hydro-power policy
which aims to provide
support to the tune of
₹16,709 crore for 40 stalled
hydel projects, entailing
11,639 MW of capacity, and
to classify all such ventures
as renewable energy. “The
Power Ministry had inalised
the policy last month and
sent to the Finance Ministry
for vetting before placing it
for Cabinet approval,” a
source said. PTI

Fundraising via IPO rises
73% to ₹12,000 crore
NEW DELHI

In a blockbuster
performance, over a dozen
companies have raised more
than ₹12,000 crore through
initial public oferings in the
irst half of the year, a surge
of 73% from the year-earlier
level. Moreover, the outlook
appears to be bullish for the
remaining part of 2017 as
several high-proile names,
including UTI Mutual Fund
and SBI Life, are expected to
launch their initial public
ofers to raise ₹35,000 crore
in the coming months. PTI

CM
YK

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime will be positive
for India’s credit profile as it
will contribute to productivity gains and higher GDP
growth as well as support
higher government revenue
generation through improved tax compliance, according to global ratings
agency Moody’s.
William Foster, vice president, sovereign risk group,
Moody’s Investors Service,
said: “Over the medium
term, we expect that the GST
will contribute to productivity gains and higher GDP
growth by improving the
ease of doing business, unifying the national market
and enhancing India’s attractiveness as a foreign investment destination.”
It will also support higher

Up and lying: The GST regime is expected to contribute to
ease of doing business and accelerate new ventures. AFP
*

government revenue generation through improved tax
compliance and administration, he said in a statement
issued on Sunday, adding
that both would be positive
for India’s credit profile,
which is constrained by a relatively low revenue base.
“We expect improved tax

Tata Motors’ domestic
car sales decline 10%
Subdued sentiment before GST cited

compliance to be driven by:
incentivisation of tax credits
in a GST system; greater ease
of compliance through usage
of a common, shared IT infrastructure between the
central government and the
states; and a reduction in the
overall cost of compliance
from simplified tax rates,

‘Industry prepared’
Premier industry body Confederation of Indian Industry
said the Indian industry was
prepared for the rollout of
the GST, adding that the regime will contribute to ease
of doing business and accelerate new business ventures.
Shobana Kamineni, President, CII, said: “… it (GST)
gives us tremendous confidence that the Government
will continue to facilitate investments and simplify the
business environment.”
“CII and Indian industry
[are] committed to ensuring
the success of GST for boosting India’s growth and development,” Ms. Kamineni
added.

Paytm goes gaga over gold
In talks with jewellers; buyers can redeem their digital gold
Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI

Special correspondent
Mumbai

Tata Motors has reported a
10% drop in domestic passenger vehicles sales in June
2017 as compared with the
same period last year on account of subdued consumer
sentiment in the pre-GST
implementation stage, according to the company.
“In June 2017, Tata Motors passenger vehicles sales
were impacted by the mixed
reactions towards GST resulting in low buying sentiment,” according to a statement. The passenger vehicle
business sales slid 10% to
11,176 units while commer-

cial vehicles’ domestic business reported sales of
25,678 units, falling 2%, as
compared with June 2016.
The company’s passenger
and commercial vehicles
total sales (including exports) in June 2017 declined
9% to 40,358 vehicles, according to the statement.

Sunil Bharti Mittal, chairman of India’s largest telecom operator Bharti Airtel,
took home an annual pay
package of ₹30.1 crore for
2016-17.
The package was more
than 8% higher than in the
previous year. Mr. Mittal,
who was last year re-appointed as chairman of the
company for another five
years, received salary and
allowances of ₹20.13 crore,
while the performancelinked incentive stood at ₹9
crore during FY17.
That, along with ₹1 crore
worth of perquisites, took
his overall remuneration to
₹30.14 crore for the year
just ended, as per the latest
annual report of the telecom company.
Managing director and
CEO (India and South Asia)
Gopal Vittal earned ₹9.28
crore during FY17, which is
almost 50% higher than in
the previous fiscal.

Paytm, which has sold more
than 100 kg of gold on its
platform, is in discussions
with jewellers across the
country to enable buyers to
redeem their digital gold in
the form of jewellery.
In April this year, the digital-payments firm had
partnered with MMTC-PAMP
to allow consumers to purchase 24K 999.9 purity gold
on its platform and store it
in MMTC-PAMP’s secure
vaults free of charge. Customers, who could invest
one rupee onwards, currently can either sell the
gold back online or can get
accumulated gold of more

Digi shine: The move is
expected to help Paytm get a
wider reach to customers.

than one gram delivered to
their homes.
“... the response has exceeded our expectations.
We are currently in the process of enabling customers

to convert this gold into jewellery of their choice at their
favourite outlets across India,” said Krishna Hegde,
senior
vice
president,
Paytm.
He added that this would
help Paytm reach out to a
“wider set of customers,”
while also benefiting jeweller partners.
“Paytm customers will be
able to find jewellers near
them where they can convert Digital Gold into jewellery instantly by paying a
making charge,” he added.
He said users had been
buying gold in a variety of
denominations right from
one rupee to a few lakhs of
rupees.

Press Trust of India
New Delhi

With India moving towards
its biggest tax reform, here’s
how various sectors in India
have reacted to the implementation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and how
it will impact business.

‘Teething issues’
Following the implementation of the GST, the hospitality and travel sectors expect
teething issues in the first
few months but are not unduly worried, expecting
support from government.
OYO Rooms CEO Ritesh
Agarwal said: “There may
be challenges in compliance
and implementation but
over time, there will be
more clarity and familiarity,
enabling all stakeholders to
adjust, adapt and adhere.”
However, the Federation
of Hotel and Restaurant Associations of India vice president, Garish Oberoi, said
the 28% GST for hotel rooms
with a tariff of ₹7,500 per
night and above is very
steep. He asked the government to keep that rate only
for rooms with tariff of
₹10,000 per night and
above. For the travel sector,
the GST rate for tour packages has increased marginally from 4.5% to 5%.
Exporters worry
The Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO)
has approached the government to reduce the restrictions on using duty credit
scrips — a pass that allows
holders to import goods by
not paying a certain amount
in import duties. But with
the implementation of GST,
these scrips can now be utilised only for payment of basic customs duty and not Integrated Goods and Services
Tax. Earlier, manufacturing
exporters who imported
raw material for export purposes were allowed to utilise

these scrips for payment of
customs, excise duty and
service tax.
FIEO Director General
Ajay Sahai said exporters
were worried as they have
to arrange funds for payment of GST, which will be
refunded to them upon exports. “This may lead to a
blocking of funds for over
six months in many cases,
thus affecting competitiveness of exports,” Mr. Sahai
said.

‘Tech compliance’
The steel sector is feeling
bullish after the GST rollout.
Players in the sector said
that with GST, unorganised
players will have to move to
the organised form of doing
business. Steel Users Federation of India has said GST
has abolished the special additional duty on imported
goods which was a very
cumbersome procedure.
Indian Stainless Steel Development Association president K.K. Pahuja said GST
will give the unorganised
sector no other choice but
to
be
tech-compliant.
“People
evading
taxes
would not be able to survive
any longer.”
Thumbs up for 5%
The cotton textile industry
is also feeling positive.
Southern India Mills Association chairman M. Senthil
Kumar has welcomed the
move to bring the entire cotton textile value chain at the
lowest slab rate of 5% GST.

A ND-ND
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The rising clout of mutual funds
The inluence of MFs has made the market more resilient to pullouts by foreign portfolio investors
are nowhere close to displacing bank deposits or the
provident fund/insurance
policies as the favourite investment channel for Indian
households. MFs accounted
for just a 2% share of gross
financial savings in FY16,
while bank deposits hogged
44% and provident funds/insurance took up 36%.
Optimists may like to look
at this as a glass half full.
After all, a 2% share for MFs
in the savings pie means that
98% of that pie is still waiting
to be devoured. But that expansion is contingent on two
factors.
One, it is dependent on income growth and a rapid expansion of the urban elite in
India. The saver’s allocation
to market-linked investment
vehicles depends on his ability to take risks in the
market.

Aarati Krishnan
CHENNAI

Last week, the mood was celebratory as the mutual fund
industry congregated at the
annual AMFI Mutual Fund
Summit, in Mumbai.
And why not? The total assets managed by Indian MFs,
at ₹19.5 lakh crore is at a record and has more than
trebled in the last five years.
Interestingly, this expansion
has been driven as much by
retail investors, as the conventional corporate treasuries.
As of end-March 2017, retail investors had parked a
whopping ₹8.7 lakh crore
with domestic mutual funds.
This is up from ₹3.2 lakh
crore just five years ago, a
study by the industry body
AMFI jointly with CRISIL
shows. Indian mutual funds
now feature more than 5.2
crore retail investor accounts.
Clearly, MFs are breaking
free from the crisis of confidence five years ago, to
emerge as a popular investing vehicle for retail investors. This has structural
implications for the market
itself.

More market clout
A few years ago, FPIs had the
Indian stock market by the
scruff of its neck. If FPIs
brought in more money, the
indices would promptly
spiral upwards. If they left
the party, they would swoon.
But the rising clout of domestic institutions such as
mutual funds has changed
this.
MF equity assets have expanded from ₹2.2 lakh crore
to ₹6.4 lakh crore between
March 2012 and March 2017.
More money under management has meant greater
clout for domestic funds in
the stock market. Data from
the AMFI-CRISIL study
shows that, from owning
2.9% of the outstanding
shares in the market by value
(full market capitalisation)
just three years ago, mutual
funds now own 5.5%.
This number is more significant than it may seem. As
promoters control 47% of the
outstanding shares in the Indian market, only 53% are
freely tradeable.
Therefore, mutual funds
now own more than 10% of
the freely tradeable shares

by value.
With insurers sitting on
another 8-9%, domestic institutions now carry at least
half the market clout of the
all-powerful FPIs (who own
about 40% of the free float).
This has rendered the Indian stock market more resilient to FPI pull-outs.
To cite an instance,
between October 2016 and
January 2017, foreign investors withdrew a net
₹39,979 crore (roughly $5.8
billion) from Indian equities.
A few years ago, this would
have set off a market rout.
But on this occasion, the
BSE Sensex saw a barely-felt
1% dip over the four-month
period. This is because as
FPIs sold, domestic institutions stepped in with almost
matching net purchases of
₹39,823 crore.
In fact, MFs gaining
muscle is a trend that isn’t
restricted to the stock markets alone. With better tax
treatment of returns, debt
funds have been gaining
ground as an alternative to
bank deposits with retail investors. Mutual funds today
corner 10.4% of the outstanding debt issuances in
India too.
Bull markets always trigger a retail rush into equity
MFs. But the enthusiasm
usually wanes the moment

Pharma turns to AI to
hasten drug discovery
Predicting molecular behaviour is key

the music stops.
If stock prices pause in
their rally or decline, fund
flows are usually quick to dry
up. This time too, retail interest in equity MFs did pick
up well after the stock markets took off, in 2014.
But the interest hasn’t
waned during choppy or

are also
<
> MFs
gaining muscle
in the debt
funds space
downbeat markets. Net inflows into equity-oriented
MFs have held up at more
than ₹90,000 crore for each
of the last three fiscal years.
This is despite the BSE
Sensex charting a very different path in these three years.
It delivered a bumper return
of 25% in FY15, slumped by
6% in FY16 and notched up
modest gains of 16% in FY17.
It is the runaway popularity of SIPs, or systematic investment plans, that should
take credit for the stability of
MF flows.
Five years ago, about a
fourth of total inflows into
equity funds came in by way
of SIPs. In FY17, SIPs brought
in ₹43,921 crore, or nearly
half of all inflows.
The popularity of the SIP
route has wrought a sea

change in retail investor behaviour, because it takes
away the temptation to
closely watch the markets
and alter one’s investments
based on its ups and downs.
SIPs, by allowing investors to
set up standing instructions
with the bank to invest a
fixed
instalment
each
month, essentially put one’s
investments on autopilot.
Today, with equity MFs
raking in close to ₹4,600
crore every month via SIPs,
domestic MF managers always have some powder dry
to deploy in the stock market. That’s a break from the
past. When lump sum investments were in vogue, domestic fund managers would
be flush with cash at market
highs and staring at empty
coffers after a free fall. They
would therefore end up buying at highs and selling at
lows, like novice investors.

Contrarian view
But, with SIPs smoothing out
the flows, fund managers
can now take a contrarian
position to FPIs if they wish.
If domestic fund managers
use this new-found clout
wisely, it may mean a higher
floor to the stock market
when foreign investors are in
a jumpy mood.
Despite the recent surge
in retail interest though, MFs

Deposits still mainstay
It would be unreasonable to
expect savers at a subsistence level of income to allocate any part of their savings
to MFs, whether debt or
equity. For them, bank deposits would still constitute
the mainstay.
Therefore, further asset
growth for the MF industry is
closely intertwined with income growth in India and
the ability of more savers to
climb up from the lower- and
middle- income groups to
the mass-affluent category.
Two, some of the newfound investor fancy for this
vehicle is also due to the impressive recent records of
both equity and debt funds.
Retail investors, the world
over, chase past returns.
In the last three years, diversified equity funds, as a
category, piggybacking on a
favourable market delivered
an 18% CAGR (data sourced
from CRISIL AMFI) while liquid funds notched up 8.1%.
These returns are well above
long-term averages.
When both equity and
debt markets are coming off
a particularly good spell, it is
all the more challenging for
fund managers to sustain
those returns on a high base.
Whether fund houses
manage that feat and serve
up a good return experience
for retail savers who are recent converts to MFs, will
also decide if this party will
go on.

GUEST COLUMN

Integration of oil & gas
majors is best avoided
Rabindra Kumar Jena

In his fourth budget speech,
Finance minister Arun Jaitley revisited the idea of an
integrated oil and gas sector.
The idea first made its appearance during Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s government in
1998. The proposal was then
rejected for encouraging a
monopolistic scenario in distribution of essential goods
like LPG, petrol, kerosene
etc. In 2005, the Krishnamurthy
committee
formed by the UPA government debunked the idea as it
would reduce competition
and manpower in the oil and
gas sector.
Why, then, did the idea of
an integrated oil major surface again in 2017 even after
being rejected twice?

Five reasons
Mr. Jaitley stated five major
reasons for the same: better
capacity to bear higher
risks, avail economies of
scale, create more shareholder value, make better investment decisions and be
more competent globally.
From the table, it is apparent that Indian firms are
much smaller in size compared with top international
oil companies. The Government’s track record of consolidating state run firms has

inancials of all
<
> The
oil PSUs show they
have more enough
in the cash chest
not borne good results. The
aviation sector suffered a
major setback following the
merger of Air India and India Airlines in 2007 and has
not yet fully recovered. In oil
and gas, minimum political
interference and liberalisation have proven better in
creating more shareholder
value compared with integration. ONGC’s decision to
bail out debt-ridden Gujarat
State Petroleum Corporation
has been said to be the result
of political interference.
With oil firms facing such allegations and inefficiencies,
giving complete autonomy
to one entity can risk the nation’s energy security.
Another concern is employment generation. The
graph shows that the sector
has seen a continuous decline in manpower since
FY11. The Krishnamurthy
Committee had earlier deduced that such integration
will result in manpower reduction. At a time when the
government is struggling
with job creation, it will be
difficult to justify job losses
due to restructuring.
The ability of a company

to take higher risks depends
on the amount of capital it
has. The financials of all six
major oil PSUs show that
they have more than the
minimum amount of capital
required. Size is also not the
only factor that facilitates acquisition of offshore projects. Ireland’s Tullow Oil,
with a market cap of only
$3.62 billion, has expanded
in several countries by forming consortia with local oil
firms. Therefore, companies
should focus on better
strategy, techniques and
management practices to
negate shortcomings of their
size. The Indian oil market
today has hardly any competition and is dominated by
IOCL, HPCL and BPCL.
Curbing competition in the
past has already adversely
affected the aviation and
banking sectors.
So, any decision that creates a monopoly in the oil
and gas sector must be carefully thought through. An
important question here is
whether a bigger oil company will help achieve the
aims stated by Mr. Jaitley. Or,
will it create new problems
for the Indian people at
large?
(The author is a BJD Member of Parliament and views
are personal)

INTERVIEW | ILYA SACHKOV

‘A single boxer in a ring is not a winner’
‘Those protecting critical infrastructure think they are safe; that’s because hackers are busy elsewhere making money’

Reuters
LONDON

The world’s leading drug
companies are turning to artificial intelligence to improve the hit-and-miss business
of
finding
new
medicines, with GlaxoSmithKline unveiling a new
$43 million deal in the field
on Sunday.
Other pharmaceutical giants including Merck & Co,
Johnson & Johnson and Sanofi are also exploring the potential of artificial intelligence
(AI)
to
help
streamline the drug discovery process.
The aim is to harness
modern supercomputers
and machine learning systems to predict how molecules will behave and how
likely they are to make a
useful drug, thereby saving
time and money on unnecessary tests.
AI systems play a central
role in other high-tech areas
such as the development of
driverless cars and facial recognition software. “Many
large pharma companies are
starting to realise the potential of this approach and
how it can help improve efficiencies,” said Andrew Hopkins, chief executive of
privately owned Exscientia,
which announced the new
tie-up with GSK.

Lower costs
Hopkins, who used to work
at Pfizer, said Exscientia’s AI
system could deliver drug
candidates in roughly onequarter of the time and at
one-quarter of the cost of
traditional approaches.
The Scotland-based company, which also signed a
deal with Sanofi in May, is
one of a growing number of
CM
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logy to protect critical infrastructure and intend to export this technology to
different countries. Working
with, for example, a huge
government agency in another country takes 3 years,
just to lay out the basic preparation. We prefer to move
faster. Rostec helps us in this.

K. Bharat Kumar

start-ups on both sides of
the Atlantic that are applying AI to drug research. Others include U.S. firms Berg,
Numerate, twoXAR and
Atomwise, as well as Britain’s BenevolentAI.
“In pharma’s eyes these
companies are essentially
digital biotechs that they
can strike partnerships with
and which help feed the
pipeline,” said Nooman
Haque, head of life sciences
at Silicon Valley Bank in
London. “If this technology
really proves itself, you may
start to see M&A with
pharma, and closer integration of these AI engines into
pharma R&D.”
It is not the first time
drugmakers have turned to
high-tech solutions to boost
R&D productivity. The introduction of “high throughput
screening”, using robots to
rapidly test millions of compounds, generated mountains of leads in the early
2000s but notably failed to
solve inefficiencies in the research process.
When it comes to AI, big
pharma is treading cautiously, in the knowledge
that the technology has yet
to demonstrate it can successfully bring a new molecule
from
computer
screen to lab to clinic and finally to market.

Ilya Sachkov is the CEO of
Russian cybersecurity firm
Group-IB. He looks and acts
every bit the software intellectual stereotype - gentlemanly,
suave and unflappable, even
as he dishes out a shocker in
the middle of an interview
with The Hindu. He pulls out
his laptop, boots up the security tool developed by his firm
and displays the screen to this
writer: what you see is data on
a recent breach by hackers
compromising login credentials of a user in the Ministry
of External Affairs, Government of India!
Group-IB, which Mr. Sachkov started 14 years ago, had
recently contributed to the
prosecution in its 120th case
involving cybercrime. The last
was the toughest – where the
criminals got 20 years in
prison for financial fraud
against victims across 60
countries. Excerpts:

There seems to be a surfeit of cybercrime cases
now? Why?
쐍 Organised cybercrime is
mostly done for money.
Banking frauds are common
here. When hackers attack
corporate accounts, they
might also affect critical infrastructure, true. But if you
look at the intent for the
hacking, the main reason is
money. The ratio of hacking
for money, versus hacking
for anything else (i.e. political information or cyber-terrorism etc.) is 99:1. When
these tools, used to hack for
financial gains, are put to use
in cyber espionage, that is a
dangerous thing. The same
tools and viruses work well
in both scenarios. That is

<
> education for enterprise users. In 2017,
Ransomware WannaCry is good

you should have backups. Else, don’t use
the Internet or a computer
why it is important for
someone like us to chase
after culprits of both kinds,
as the methods are the same.
Methods used originally by
organised crime groups were
redeveloped and used by
North Korea special forces
for cyber espionage. The
trail in the case of the $81
million heist at the Bank of
Bangladesh clearly leads
back to North Korea, our
own investigation tells us.

What is your speciality?
Our primary expertise
and business has been in digital crime investigation and
digital forensic investigation.
We are the biggest forensic
lab in Eastern Europe, both
‘classic digital’ and ‘malware
forensic’. We protect huge
levels of infrastructure at an
ISP level in several countries,
with botnets and the like. We
offer threat intelligence services.
We are part of 1,000
hacker forums globally. Most

쐍

are private, and it’s not easy
to be part of such forums.
We are also responsible for
protecting Russian domains
such as .ru, .rf, .su, etc. How
do you protect someone if
you don’t know the cyber
criminal? So, infrastructure
and human intelligence skills
are key. We currently have
200 people in our team; eyeing 300 next year. Our clients are IT firms, BFSI sector
units, government agencies
and companies with famous
brands as brand protection is
a core area of us.

You have a joint venture
with state-owned arm
Rostec.
An
unlikely
combination?
쐍 We are a start-up and
Rostec is a large state-owned
corporation with diversified
businesses under its umbrella. Through Rostec, we
get to be part of huge projects. From their side, they
need high-level technology.
Hence the JV. We use techno-

What’s missing in the protection of critical infrastructure, globally?
쐍 All countries need cybercrime law. Though the safety
of critical infrastructure is
critical, hackers predominantly focus on money. We all
get the feeling that critical infrastructure is protected; but
that is because not too many
people attack this. If they do,
we will have a problem with
critical infrastructure. Those
responsible for protecting
such infrastructure feel
things are all right, while that
is not really the case. It is like
a single boxer feeling good
about his skills – you need
two parties to do this.
Do you sell in India?
쐍 We are in the process of
setting up sales infrastructure in India. We are setting
up a base in Dubai which will
also cover India. We are looking for channel partners, or
integrators, In India, Rostec
would be interested in offering protection in governance, military installations or infrastructure etc..
We see huge potential in
banks, financial services, insurance firms in India, while
Rostec sees potential in protection of Indian military and
government assets. The security market in India is
starting to boom. We also
aim to offer managed secur-

ity services on subscription
basis and not just sale of
products.

You showed us an example of a breach. How
does this work?
쐍 In tracking data theft, it is
important to track network
communication, without any
installations and to do this
remotely. We track these and
then contact our customers
if there is a breach.
Hackers use phishing websites and malicious software
to obtain account details.
They usually hunt for login
details from internal corporate systems or external client
services such as online banking. Malicious programs upload stolen data to C&C servers controlled by attackers.
Such servers are central data
collection points. We monitor compromised data by
analysing network protocols
used by malware for communication with its C&C server.
To perform such monitoring Group-IB uses specialised
sensors deployed in various
network segments. The
sensors are designed to
identify C&C servers and
scan malware communications with this server for
compromised data. Due to
joint investigative activity
with law enforcement agencies and cooperation with
hosting providers, Group-IB
obtains copies of hackers’
servers that often contain
large amounts of compromised data.
In the case of phishing attacks, intercepted data logs
can be temporarily or permanently stored locally or
forwarded to hackers’ email
addresses. Group-IB specialists monitor phishing re-

sources and collect configuration files of these websites
to identify the methods used
by hackers to store logs with
stolen data and then locate it
in order to identify all compromised users.

What is the most difficult
case you have worked on?
쐍 The most difficult criminal cases we have dealt with
are Carberp, Anunak and
Cron. Anunak was a Russian
cybercriminal group that attacked financial institutions
and stole up to $ 25 million
in just over a year in 2014.
Cron infected up to 3,500
mobile devices daily, totaling
about 1 million devices.
Ransomware WannaCry is
good education for enterprise users. In 2017, you
should
have
backups.
Without that, don’t use the
Net or a computer. It is good
that media gave it so much
importance.
Technically,
Wannacry is not very exciting for us. But the increase in
awareness was perfect for us.
Everyone was talking about
cybersecurity. If the same
methods are adopted by cyberterrorists, consequences
may be worse.
Which countries would
you
rate
high
on
cybersecurity?
쐍 Japan and Germany are
among the first to protect
their systems. It’s part of
their culture, I think. Customers elsewhere start to
think about information security after an incident occurs. It is understandable.
Usually, people start thinking
about good health after bad
health hits them.
(The writer was in Russia at
the invitation of Rostec)
A ND-ND
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TV PICKS
Wimbledon: SS Select 2 &
HD2, 4 p.m. & SS Select 1 &
HD1, 5.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Brilliant Bisht does the star turn
Indian bowlers rise to the occasion to defend small score
WOMEN’S WC
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DERBY

Left-arm spinner Ekta Bisht
came to the fore with a stellar show as India crushed
Pakistan by 95 runs in a lowscoring encounter to record
its third successive victory in
the ICC Women’s World Cup
here on Sunday.
After a couple of impressive outings by the batswomen in earlier matches, it
was the turn of Ekta Bisht
(10-2-18-5) & Co. to defend a
meagre total of 169 and it
bundled out the opposition
for a mere 74 in 38.1 overs.
India now has full six points
from three games and is at
the top of the table.
What looked like a sub-par
score turned out to be a challenging one for Pakistani bat-

Hales breaks Boycott’s
52-year-old record
LONDON

Alex Hales smashed the
record for the highest score
in an English county final
with a sensational unbeaten
187 (20x4, 4x6) to lead
Nottinghamshire to a fourwicket win over Surrey. The
previous high was the 146 set
by Geoff Boycott 52 years
ago. AFP

SCOREBOARD

ICC retains umpires
Elite Panel
S. Ravi remains the only
Indian umpire in the ICC Elite
Panel with the world body
naming an unchanged line-up
for the 2017-18 season.
The panels: Umpires: Aleem
Dar, Kumar Dharmasena,
Marais Erasmus, Chris
Gaffaney, Ian Gould, Richard
Illingworth, Richard
Kettleborough, Nigel Llong,
Bruce Oxenford, Paul Reiffel
and Rod Tucker.
Match referees: David Boon,
Chris Broad, Jeff Crowe,
Ranjan Madugalle, Andy
Pycroft, Javagal Srinath and
Richie Richardson.

Destroyer! Ekta Bisht sent Pakistan to its doom with a
ive-wicket haul in their league match on Sunday. REUTERS

Fall of wickets: 1-7 (Smriti, 3.3
overs), 2-74 (Punam 22.2), 3-93

*

(Mithali, 26.1), 4-94 (Deepti,
26.3), 5-107 (Harmanpreet,
34.3), 6-111 (Mona, 36.6), 7-145
(Jhulan, 46.6), 8-159 (Sushma,
47.6), 9-161 (Ekta, 48.2).
Pakistan bowling: Iqbal 10-046-1, Baig 10-3-28-1, Sandhu
10-1-26-4, Mir 10-0-34-0,
Yousuf 10-2-30-2.
Pakistan: Ayseha Zafar lbw b
Bisht 1 (7b), Nahida Khan c
Verma b Harmanpreet 23 (62b ,
3x4), Javeria Khan lbw b Jhulan
6 (13b, 1x4), Sidra Nawaz lbw b
Bisht 0 (4b), Iram Javed lbw b
Bisht 0 (3b), Nian Abdi b Deepti
5 (19b), Asmaiva Iqbal c Sushma
b Joshi 0 (9b), Sana Mir b Mansi
29 (73b, 3x4), Nashra Sandhu c

Umesh and Pandya restrict West Indies
Kuldeep contributes with two wickets as hosts are bowled out for a modest 189
Press Trust on India

Snapping it up: Umesh Yadav takes the ofering from Ashley Nurse.

struck for the second time
when he deceived Roston
Chase (25) in the air and the
ball clipped the bails, leaving
the team at 121 for there in
31.2 overs.
The hosts maintained a
decent run-rate but now
needed to accelerate to post

some challenge to the formidable Indian batting
lineup.
Pandya returned and dismissed wicket-keeper Shai
Hope (25) by having him
caught behind and soon
Umesh Yadav had his first
victim in rival captain Jason

*

Agence France-Presse

tralia in 1997.

LEICESTER

The scores:
West Indies 48 (Chedean
Nation 26, Dane van Niekerk
four for 0, Marizanne Kapp
four for 14) lost to South Africa
51 for no loss in 6.1 overs
(Lizelle Lee 29 n.o.).
Sri Lanka 204 for eight in 50
overs (Hasini Perera 46,
Shashikala Siriwardene 33,
Dilani Manodara 28; Oshadi
Ranasinghe 26, Ama Kanchana
34 n.o.; Laura Marsh four for
45) lost to England 206 for
three in 30.2 overs (Lauren
Winfield 26, Sarah Taylor 74
not out, Heather Knight 82).
New Zealand 219 for nine in
50 overs (Suzie Bates 51, Katie
Perkins 52, Erin Bermingham
35; Megan Schutt three for 40,
Jess Jonassen three for 33) lost
to Australia 220 for five in 48.4
overs (Beth Mooney 32, Nicole
Bolton 26, Meg Lanning 48,
Ellyse Perry 71, Alex Blackwell
36).

West Indies collapsed to 48
all out in a 10-wicket defeat
by South Africa as its Women’s World Cup campaign
suffered a new low in
Leicester on Sunday. The
team, which has now lost all
three of its group matches,
posted the sixth lowest completed ODI total in women’s
cricket.
South Africa captain
Dane van Niekerk became
the first bowler, in either
men’s or women’s international cricket, to take four
wickets without conceding a
run in her final figures.
West Indies’ total the lowest score at a World Cup
since Denmark was bowled
out for 47 by England in
1993, although Pakistan still
holds the record after managing just 27 against Aus-

AP

Holder (11). Jason Mohammed and Rovman Powell too departed soon.
Umesh troubled the tail-enders with his fast and rising
deliveries. One such ball hurried on to Ashle Nurse took
an edge and Umesh caught it
diving on his follow-through.

Joshi b Bisht 1 (12b), Diana Baig
b Bisht 0 (1b), Sadia Yousuf (not
out) 3 (26b); Extras (w-6): 6;
Total (in 38.1 overs) 74.
Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Ayesha, 1.4
oves), 2-8 (Javeria, 4.3), 3-9
(Sidra, 4-14 (Iram, 7.1), 5-24
(Nain, 13.1), 6-26 (Asmavia,
14.6), 7-44 (Nahida, 23.3), 8-51
(Nashra, 28.3), 9-51 (Diana,
28.4).
India: Jhulan 5-0-12-1, Ekta 102-18-5, Deepti 10-2-21-1, Mansi
6.1-2-9-2, Poonam 5-1-8-0,
Harmanpreet 2-0-6-1.
Toss: India.
Player-of-the-match:
Ekta
Bisht.
India won by 95 runs.

Australia-A not to
tour South Africa
Agence France-Presse
Sydney

Players will boycott an Australia-A tour of South Africa
this month unless a new pay
deal is agreed by Cricket
Australia, the Australian
Cricketers’ Association said
on Sunday.
The players’ union held
an emergency meeting in
Sydney where it decided to

take action for the tour beginning on July 12 unless a
new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was
signed by Friday.
The ACA further escalated the bitter dispute after
failing to reach an agreement with CA on a new MoU
before Friday’s deadline
after months of protracted
negotiations.

Kittel wins second stage
TOUR DE FRANCE

SCOREBOARD
West Indies: Evin Lewis c Kohli b
Kuldeep 35 (60b, 2x4, 2x6),
Kyle Hope c Jadhav b Pandya 35
(63b, 4x4), Shai Hope c Dhoni b
Pandya 25 (39b, 1x4), Roston
Chase b Kuldeep 24 (34b, 2x4),
Jason Mohammed c Jadeja b
Pandya 20 (33b, 1x4), Jason
Holder c Dhoni b Umesh 11 (10b,
1x4), Rovman Powell c Jadeja b
Umesh 2 (9b), Ashley Nurse c &
b Umesh 4 (12b), Devendra
Bishoo run out 15 (30b), Alzarri
Joseph (not out) 5 (7b), Kesrick
Williams (not out) 2 (3b); Extras
(lb-1, w-10): 11; Total (for nine
wkts. in 50 overs): 189.

North Sound (Antigua)

All-rounder Hardik Pandya
and
chinaman
bowler
Kuldeep Yadav yet again
proved very effective in the
middle overs as India restricted West Indies to a modest
189 for nine in the fourth
cricket One-Day International, here on Sunday.
Coming into the must-win
match, West Indies elected
to bat and was off to a steady
start but lacked character for
a flourishing finish against
the visitors, who now look
set to clinch the series.
Umesh Yadav (three for 36)
also contributed in cleaning
up the middle over by
scalping three batsmen.
Once the openers departed it got worse for the West
Indies, which needed a good
partnership and a batsman,
who could stay on the crease
for a longer period.
The chinaman bowler

nings never gained momentum once the in-form
Smriti Mandhana (2) was dismissed cheaply. Skipper
Mithali Raj and deputy Harmanpreet Kaur also could
not score too many runs,
making it difficult for others
to accelerate. Opener Poonam Raut (48) consumed 72
balls, while Deepti Sharma
fared no better playing 63
balls for a sedate 28. Wicketkeeper Sushma Verma (33 off
35 balls) used the long
handle to get the team near
170-run mark.
“I am proud of Ekta’s performance. Whenever she has
been handed the new ball,
she has performed. When
we got to a total of 169, I
knew that if we could bowl
well, it could be anybody’s
game,” said Mithali as she
praised Ekta.

INDIA VS PAKISTAN, DERBY

India: Punam Raut c & b Sandhu
47 (72b, 5x4), Smriti Mandhana
lbw b Baig 2 (9b), Deepti
Sharma c Nawaz b Sandhu 28
(63b, 2x4), Mithali Raj lbw b
Sandhu 8 (14b, 1x4), Harmanpreet Kaur c Mir b Yousuf 10
(23b), Mona Meshram b Yousuf
6 (35), Sushma Verma c Baig b
Iqbal 33 (35b, 3x4, 1x6), Jhulan
Goswami b Sandhu 14 (36b),
Mansi Joshi (not out) 4 (8b),
Ekta Bisht run out 1 (1b), Poonam Yadav (not out) 6 (4b); Extras (b-4, lb-1, w-5): 10; Total
(for nine wkts. in 50 overs):
169.

DUBAI

ters, who have never successfully chased more than
134 in a 50-over World Cup
game.
They were all at sea
against Ekta’s arm balls. She
removed Ayesha Zafar (1),
Sidra Nawaz (0) and Iram
Javed (0) in her first four
overs to wreak havoc.
All three deliveries were
almost identical where the
batters played for the turn
but it didn’t turn much after
pitching. She later came
back to get a couple of wickets more.
Pakistan never recovered
from that setback and
opener Nahida Khan (23)
and skipper Sana Mir (29)
were the only ones to reach
double figures for Pakistan.
Earlier, the Indians could
only manage 169 for nine
after electing to bat. The in-

Dane van Niekerk
wreaks havoc

Fall of wickets: 1-57 (K. Hope,
17.2), 2-80 (Lewis, 21.5), 3-121
(Chase, 31.2), 4-136 (S. Hope,
34.6), 5-154 (Holder, 38.1), 6161 (Powell, 40.5), 7-162, (Mohammed, 41.2), 8-179 (Nurse,
47.2), 9-184 (Bishoo, 48.4).
India bowling: Shami 10-2-33-0,
Umesh 10-1-36-3, Jadeja 10-048-0,
Pandya
10-0-40-3,
Kuldeep 10-1-31-2.
Toss: West Indies.

Agence France-Presse
LIEGE

German Marcel Kittel broke
down in tears after winning
his 10th Tour de France
stage in Liege on Sunday.
Reigning champion Chris
Froome suffered a scare on
the 203.5km second stage
from Dusseldorf, crashing
30km from the end but he
got up to finish safely in the
peloton, alongside race
leader Geraint Thomas.
Frenchman Arnaud Demare was second and German Andre Greipel third in
the bunch sprint, with Briton Mark Cavendish fourth
as he challenged for a 31st
stage win.

Main drama
But the main drama
happened 30km from the
finish as the peloton chased
down a four-man breakaway.
A rider from the Katusha
team trying to set up Alexan-

Pedalling in the rain! The main pack rides in the rain during the
second stage of the Tour de France, between Dusseldorf and
Liege, on Sunday. AFP
*

der Kristoff for the finish
slipped on a wet bend and
crashed,
taking
down
around 15-20 riders.
Froome and Yellow Jersey
wearer Thomas were among
them, with the champion
suffering cuts to his lower
back and seeing his shorts
shredded.
He got back on his bicycle
to chase the peloton but was
forced into a bike change be-

fore finally latching back
onto the pack with 20km
left.
Thomas seemed unscathed and maintained his
five-second lead over Swiss
Stefan Kung, although Kittel,
who hit 69.19kph in the
sprint finish according to official Tour data, is now up to
third overall at 6sec after taking a 10-second time bonus
on the line.

Abhijeet Gupta eyeing a hat-trick

All eyes on Federer and Nadal once again

Indians will look to dominate the battle for the women’s crown

With Serena and Sharapova out, women’s draw looks as open as it did in Paris

C’WEALTH CHESS
RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Three-time champion Abhijeet Gupta will look for a
hat-trick in the Commonwealth chess championship
that begins at the Leela Ambience Convention hotel
here on Monday.
A fourth title will take
Gupta past Nigel Short, who
he now shares the record
with. Gupta’s previous titles
came at Port Elizabeth in
2013, here in 2015 and in
Kalutara (Sri Lanka) in 2016.
In a field of 116 that includes 16 GMs, 14 IMs and
four WGMs, Abhijeet could
be tested by two young GMs
— Arvindh Chithambaram
and Vaibhav Suri — seeded
two
and
three.
The
Bangladesh GMs — Ziaur
Rahman, Abdullah Al-Rakib
Mollah and Enamul Hossain,
seeded four, 10 and 13 —
could challenge the Indians.
Interestingly,
Pravin
Thipsay, the first Indian winner of the Commonwealth
title in 1985, returns to the
event. Niaz Murshed, who
became Bangladesh’s first
GM in 1987, will also be seen
in action. However, these
two are not among the serious contenders.
The event also offers an
opportunity for those looking for GM, WGM, IM and
WIM norms. Should M.S.
Thej Kumar (rated 2491) gain
nine more rating points in
the coming days, he will become a GM having already
CM
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met the norm-requirements.
The host players are set to
dominate the battle for the
women’s crown. IMs Tania
Sachdev and Padmini Rout,
along with WGMs Soumya
Swaminathan and Mary Ann
Gomes, IM Nisha Mohota
and WGM Swati Ghate can
be expected to make it difficult for the lower-rated defending
champion
P.V.
Nandhidhaa.
With competitions also
scheduled in seven agegroups, separately for boys
and girls, India will eye a
medal sweep. Unlike the last

edition when only seven
gold medals were offered in
the age-groups, the tally
stands at 14 this time.
Shardul Gagare, a GM
seeded 12th in the open section, will take part in the
open under-20 category as
the top seed.
A record 562 entries from
13 countries indicates plenty
of action. But the host players, with both quality and
quantity, are likely to monopolise the medals at stake.
Top-20 players: 1. Abhijeet
Gupta
(2625),
Aravindh
Chithambaram
(2693),
3.

Vaibhav Suri (2558), 4. Ziaur
Rahman (Ban, 2527), 5. Swapnil
Dhopade (2517). 6. Abhijit
Kunte (2504), 7. M.S. Thej Kumar (2491), 8. Sahaj Grover
(2484), 9. Deepan Chakravarthy (2482), 10. Abdullah Al
Rakib Mollah (Ban, 2480).
11. Ankit Rajpara (2474), 12.
Shardul Gagare (2472), 13.
Enamul Hossain (Ban, 2455),
14. P. Shyam Nikhil (2450), 15.
Tejas Bakre (2449), 16. Pravin
Thipsay (2419), 17. Tania Sachdev (2404), 18. Niaz Murshed
(Ban, 2399), 19. C.R.G. Krishna
(2399), 20. Mohammad Nubairshah Shaikh (2392).

Anomalies removed from format
RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Finally, the long-standing
anomalies in the
Commonwealth Chess
Championship’s format have
been set right.
This annual event will now
see competitions held
separately in 15 different
categories. In the past, the
age-group players — from
under-8 to under-20 were
part of the open field. The
players, wherever eligible,
were asked to “opt” for the
age-category if they wished
to be considered for prizes.
Until the late 1980s, the
title was awarded to the
player from a Commonwealth
nation posting the highest
score in the Lloyds Bank
Masters in London. Later,

India virtually monopolised
the hosting of the event and
went on to twist the
championship norms to its
convenience. For instance, the
title of the championship was
changed to “Commonwealth
chess championship
incorporating International
Open.”
Here, players from nonCommonwealth countries
were ineligible for the main
title but were invited to meet
the norm-stipulations as per
the rules of the game.
The president of
Commonwealth Chess
Association, Bharat Singh
Chauhan, also secretary of the
All India Chess Federation,
saw the need for corrective
steps.
“I was aware that the

format was being ridiculed.
When I took charge, my
resolve was also to see that
there was more participation
and quality hospitality to
more players,” he said.
“Many CCA members
opposed the move because it
added to organising costs. For
instance, from offering
boarding and lodging to just
two players from each
country, to say 18-20 players
from a country, the burden on
the organiser increases
manifold.
“Also, it is grossly unfair to
make an under-8 or under-10
child play in the open
category. And there were
issues over the age-group
medals, too. I wanted a
clear-cut regulation to end all
confusion and debates.”

WIMBLEDON
Agencies
London

As tennis turns to Wimbledon, there has been a bit of a
throwback feel at Grand
Slams so far.
At the Australian Open,
Roger Federer beat Rafael
Nadal for the men’s title, and
Serena Williams defeated
her sister, Venus, for the women’s title, in match-ups
from a decade ago or more.
Then, at Roland Garros,
Nadal reached a second consecutive major final for the
first time since 2014, and
won one for the first time
since then. With eternal
rivals Andy Murray and
Novak Djokovic in slumps of
varying degrees, it is Federer
once again in the box seat,
and he will share top billing
here with with Nadal.
Federer will not write off
his three major rivals with
whom he has shared all the
Wimbledon titles since his
maiden triumph in 2003.
“If Andy is anything close
to 100 per cent physically, I
consider him one of the big
favourites to win. It’s the
same for Novak and the
same for Rafa,” said Federer
who opens against Alexandr
Dolgopolov.
“I think it’s very even
when we put it all out on the
line. Everybody has their
own little story right now.”
Nadal, with a wary eye on
his dodgy knee, will look to
get his eye in. “If I have pain
in the knees, then I know

Curtains up: With several intriguing storylines set to play out over the fortnight, the Wimbledon
Championships begin today, with holder Andy Murray opening the programme on Centre Court.
*

DAVID RAMOS/GETTY IMAGES

from experience that it’s almost impossible,” said the
31-year-old.
Nadal, who could face Federer in the final, meets John
Millman in the first round.
“If I am able to go through at
the beginning, I think I’m
with confidence,” he said.
With Serena Williams on
maternity leave and an injury keeping Maria Sharapova from qualifying, their
absences lend the same sort
of wide-open feel to the women’s draw that Roland Garros had.
The two past winners in
the draw are five-time champion Venus Williams, and

Petra Kvitova, who has won
here twice. Also in the mix is
former World No. 1 Victoria
Azarenka.
Venus might be dogged by
a lawsuit she faces from the
estate of a man who died
after a car crash back home
in the United States that the
police says she caused.
Kvitova is still on her
comeback trail after a home
invasion earlier in the year
left her with knife injuries
that required surgery.
This will be Azarenka’s
first Grand Slam in more
than a year, after she returned to the Tour in June
after giving birth to a son.
A ND-ND
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Denny Crane wins
Chief Minister’s Cup

Delightful double for Noah

IN BRIEF

Jagadeesh Kumar enthrals home crowd with a triple-win
MOTORSPORTS
Blatter gives thumbs
down to VAR

Rayan Rozario

GENEVA

Harith Noah (TVS Racing)
scored a creditable double
while Jagadeesh Kumar enthralled the home crowd
with a triple win in the
second round of the FMSCIMRF MoGrip National Supercross championship at the
makeshift terrain near Jenneys Residency here on
Sunday.
The ‘Joker Lane’, a difficult segment, which came
into play for the first time added a lot of spice to the
event. Most of the riders
played it safe going through
the 150m loop, while a
couple of them missed the
route in a hurry only to be
shown the door. S. Asaruddin, who finished on top in
the novice class, had to bear
the brunt for failing to enter.
The expert riders planned
their strategies nicely and
Noah was one among them.
The 24-year-old from Shoranur in Kerala did not enjoy a
great start in the opening
race for the big boys (SX1 Foreign Open class, Group A).
He slipped a bit but recovered on time to take the
lead. Noah also took the
Joker Lane pretty early and
from there called the shots
with his TVS RTR in both the
air and on the ground to
emerge a clear winner.
In the second, it was Noah

COIMBATORE

Disgraced former FIFA
president Sepp Blatter, who
on Sunday regretted not
stepping down earlier, spoke
out against the introduction
of the video assistant review
(VAR) system, being trialled
at the Confederations Cup in
Russia. “The game loses
attractiveness...You have to
leave referees to make
mistakes, what FIFA are doing
is delicate and dangerous,”
said the 81-year-old. AFP

Poor third round pushes
Atwal to joint 18th
POTOMAC (USA)

India’s Arjun Atwal had a
forgettable third round, a
card of five-over-par 75, that
saw him fall 14 places, to be
joint 18th along with 11
others on 210, after the
penultimate round of the US
PGA National here on
Saturday. Sweden’s David
Lingmerth stumbled to a
three-over par 73 but clung
to a one-stroke lead over
American Daniel Summerhays
with a seven-under-par 203.
AGENCIES

Advani, Pushpendar exit
in last eight
BISHKEK

Pankaj Advani and
Pushpender Singh lost their
quarterfinal matches in the
Asian 6-red snooker
championship in the Kyrgyz
capital on Saturday. While
Pakistan’s Mohammad Bilal
beat Advani, Psuhpendar
Singh was eliminated by Lee
Chun Wai of Hong Kong. The
Indians will now take part in
the Asian team snooker
championship commencing
Tuesday. PTI

Scrambling! Riders jockey for the lead in one of the races in the FMSCI-MRF MoGrip National Supercross championship on
Sunday. M. PERIASAMY
*

all the way. He showed great
stamina and skill and quite
wisely took the Joker Lane
route in his last lap to complete a grand double.
“It was a very tight first
race but in the second I
pushed a bit to take an early
lead. That turned the table in
my favour,” said Noah.
Shyam Kothari of God
Speed Racing (Pune), the
event organiser, was really
pleased with the inclusion of
the Joker Lane. “It worked

really well and we plan to
take it forward to the next
four rounds. We made it a bit
easy for the riders here but
from the next round we will
make it tight by adding a few
more obstacles.”
“I was very happy with the
crowd here. They were quite
knowledgeable and appreciative as well,” Kothari added.
The results (provisional) SX1
(Foreign Open class — Group A
stroke 2/4 upto 250cc /500cc):
Moto 1: Harith Noah (TVS Ra-

Jehan Daruvala creates history
First Indian to win a race in the FIA European F3 event

cing); 2. C.D. Jinan (Thrissur); 3.
Rugved Barguje (TVS Racing).
Moto 2: 1. Noah; 2. Jinan; 3. A.W.
Tanveer (TVS Racing).
Novice: Group C stroke 2/4
upto 250cc: Moto 1: V.M. Mahesh (Thrissur); 2. M. Kalimohan
(Dindigul); 3. Irfan Pasha (TVS
Racing).
Locals: Group B: Stroke 2/4
upto 260cc: Moto 1: Jagadeesh
Kumar (Coimbatore); 2. M. Kalimohan; 3. S. Asaruddin
(Coimbatore).
Indian Experts: Class C stroke

CHICAGO

India’s Aditi Ashok’s twoover-par 73, with five boegys
and four birdies, in the third
round saw her slip to joint
27th at the Women’s PGA
Championship, the second
major tournament of the
LPGA season, here on
Saturday. South Korea’s
Chella Choi and American
Danielle Kang, each seeking
her first Major title, shared
the lead on 10-under 203
after 54 holes at Olympia
Fields near here. AGENCIES

Karan Rajan emerges
winner
CHENNAI

R. Karan Rajan of Chennai
beat Hamblers Heymard of
Guatemala 21-19, 21-12 in the
final to emerge the champion
of the Guatemala badminton
future series. Karan earlier
upset the top-seed Ruben
Castellanos in the semifinals.
He has now become the first
player from Tamil Nadu to
win an International singles
event.

Hyderabad

Norisring (Germany)

Last year’s runner-up Uttar
Pradesh boys scored a hardfought 68-62 win over Punjab in the boys’ section of
the 34th Youth national basketball championship for
boys and girls at Gachibowli
Indoor Stadium here on
Sunday.
For the winner, Priyhansnhu was the lead scorer with
42 points while for the loser
Princepal Singh (21) put up
the best show.
Earlier, Telangana boys
notched up an easy 59-10
win over Puducherrry.

Stepping it up: Jehan Daruvala with this win moved to ifth in
the standings with 106 points.

tion in the second round in
Monza, Italy and finished
second in that race, securing
his and India’s first podium
in the highly competitive junior series. He had his
second podium in race one
in Hungary last month.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Daruvala said, “I knew starting from the front row there
was a chance of win, so I focused on getting a good start
and it paid off.
“It was a long race and I
was nervous at times but I
got my head down and focused on getting good exits
out of corners and never
really allowed him [Günther]
to get close.”
Commenting on his season so far, Daruvala said, “It
has been up and down even
though I have shown I have
the raw pace, especially, in
the races. At times, I made
mistakes in qualifying that
has hurt me a bit. But with
this win under my belt, I

want to just build on it.”
When asked about what
his targets were before the
season and whether there
will be any revision of goals,
Daruvala said, “I was quite
confident after winter testing
and these high downforce
cars suited me. But I did not
really set any targets for myself. So going ahead of my
main focus is just to be more
consistent and get more podiums and good results.”

Narain’s pat
India’s first F1 driver Narain
Karthikeyan tweeted a congratulatory note saying, “18
years after I won my first
British F3 race, another Indian has made it to the top
step once again — well done
& congrats @DaruvalaJehan!.” He added, “By far India’s brightest prospect of
making it to F1. Today’s superb drive in the most competitive junior grid seals that.
Awesome mate!”

SX2 Group A stroke 2/4 upto
250cc/500cc: Moto 2: 1. Adnan
Ahmed; 2. Suhail Ahmed; 3. E.S.
Saijith (Thrissur). JR SX: Moto 1:
Aadil Koreya (Kochi); 2. Yuvaraj
Konde Deshmukh (Pune), 3. V.
Prajwal (Bangalore).
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2
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7

4

UP prevails over Punjab
Special Correspondent

Aditi Ashok drops to
tied-27th

Private Experts: Group C stroke
2/4 upto 260cc: Moto 1:
Jagadeesh Kumar, 2. V.M. Mahesh , 3. M. Kalimohan.

In the girls’ section, Kerala overcame the disappointment of Saturday’s’s loss to
Karnataka by defeating Uttar
Pradesh 69-48.
The scores:
Boys: Level 1: Group B: UP 68
(Priyhanshu 42) bt Punjab 62
(Princepal Singh 21, Akashdeep
Sharma 17).
Maharashtra 54 (Tanay
Thatte 25, Om Pawar 14) bt
Chattisgarh 53 (Ayushman
Singh 16, Govind 15).
Level 2: Group C: Telangana 59
(Vinay Kothari 11, Vighneshwar
11, Sumant Marni 10) bt Puducherry 10.
Group E: MP w\o Tripura.

Girls: Level 1: Group: Kerala 69
(Anmariya Johny 17, K.A. Sandra
KA 16, Aparna Sadasivan 15,
Anagha Nair 15) bt UP (Vartika
Kushwaha 23, Muniba Ali 16).
Level 2: Group C: Haryana 36
(Suman 17) bt Goa 15.
Group D: West Bengal 61
(Jyothi Routh 22, Liza Deb 19)
bt Chandigarh 50 (Tarini Boprai
31).
Uttarakhand 22 (Divyangana
14, Kamaljit 12) bt J & K 8.
Group E: Delhi 43 (Khushi 11) bt
Bihar 2.
Group F: AP 34 (P. Sathya Sai
21) bt Assam 14. Odisha 39
(LIpramayee 18) bt Puducherry
21.

NBA launches basketball school
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Apeejay School, Sheikh
Sarai, became the first
centre in Delhi for NBA
Basketball
School
scheme. It will be part of a
network of tuition-based
basketball development programmes around the world
open to international male
and female player in the 6-18
age group.

First one in Mumbai
The first NBA Basketball
School
in
India
was
launched in Mumbai in
April, and more such
schools are scheduled to be
announced in various parts

of the country and around
the world, in the coming
months.

Global participation
The Junior NBA, the league’s
global youth basketball
participation
scheme for boys and girls
will help identify players
who have the talent to attend
NBA
Basketball
Schools.
The top players in each
school will get the opportunity to be drafted into the
NBA Academies, a network
of elite basketball training
centres around the world
that aim to develop top international prospects.

1/2. 1m 11.28s. ₹149 (w), 37, 15 and
26 (p), SHP: ₹45, THP: ₹68, FP:
₹1,365, Q: ₹693, Trinella: ₹8,483
and ₹6,059, Exacta: ₹3,28,971
and ₹1,40,987. Favourite: Captain Courage. Owners: Mr & Mrs.
Mehernosh H. Deboo & Mr.
Rakesh
R.
Jhunjhunwala.
Trainer: P. Shroff.

1

BASKETBALL

Sports Reporter

Force India F1 team academy
driver Jehan Daruvala created history becoming the
first Indian to win a race in
the FIA European F3 championship event, claiming the
third race of the weekend
here on Sunday. With this
win, he moves to fifth in the
standings with 106 points.
The 18-year old Indian
driver driving for Carlin
team, started from second
position and took the lead
into the first turn and looked
in sublime control all
through the race.
The Mumbai lad soaked
up pressure from Germany’s
Maximilian Günther for the
entire duration of the race
but never put a foot wrong
and constantly maintained
an advantage of 0.4 seconds.
Daruvala was one of the
three shortlisted by Force India during a national-level
karting talent hunt conducted in 2011. In 2012 he was
selected to be part of the F1
team’s
young
driver
academy and his career has
since been guided by the
outfit owned by Vijay Mallya.
In the first race this weekend, Daruvala qualified
ninth and finished sixth,
while in the second race he
finished fourth after qualifying fifth.
Daruvala already created
history few months back
when he secured pole posi-

2/4 upto 260cc: Moto 1:
Jagadeesh Kumar; 2. Suhail
Ahmed (Bengaluru), 3. V.M. Mahesh (Thrissur).

BENGALURU: Denny Crane ( J.
Chinoy up) won the Chief Minister’s Cup, the chief event of the
races held here on Sunday ( July
2). The winner is owned by Mr. &
Mrs. Mehernosh H. Deboo & Mr.
Rakesh R. Jhunjhunwala and
trained by P. Shroff.
THE RESULTS:
SUPERVITE PLATE (Div. II),
(1,200m), rated 00 to 20, 4-y-o
ANGELIC
LOVE
&
over:
( Jagadeesh) 1, Helios (Kiran Rai)
2, Scorching (Sunil Samson) 3
and Bold Runner ( Janardhan P)
4. 3-1/2, 2 and Nk. 1m 13.93s. ₹197
(w), 40, 17 and 44 (p), SHP: ₹44,
THP: ₹110, FP: ₹1,242, Q: ₹807,
Trinella: ₹34,862 and ₹44,822,
Exacta: ₹1,03,051 and ₹22,082.
Favourite: Bold Runner. Owners:
Mr. S.N. Krishnamurthy & Mr.
Ashok Kumar. Trainer: M. Rajendra Singh.
SUPERVITE PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), rated 00 to 20, 4y-o & over: FINE BARRISTOR
(Raja Rao) 1, Mistress Of Spice
(Rayan Ahmed) 2, Nagarjuna (R.
Pradeep) 3 and Ira (Kiran Rai) 4.
1-3/4, 1-3/4 and 2. 1m 14.37s. ₹149
(w), 24, 12 and 17 (p), SHP: ₹34,
THP: ₹53, FP: ₹913, Q: ₹304,
Trinella: ₹4,554 and ₹2,416, Exacta: ₹33,491 and ₹6,151. Favourite: Rocket Punch. Owner and
Trainer: Mr. Mahmood Khan.
PENDRAGON
PLATE
(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms): PINYADA (A. Merchant)
1, Habanero (P.S. Chouhan) 2,
Great Tribute (Akshay Kumar) 3
and Dr Logan (Neeraj) 4. 1-1/4,
Shd and 1. 1m 26.12s. ₹548 (w),
55, 16 and 31 (p), SHP: ₹43, THP:
₹67, FP: ₹6,666, Q: ₹2,171,
Trinella: ₹1,13,880 and ₹24,403,
Exacta: ₹1,49,100 (carried over).
Favourite: Carnarvon. Owner:
Mr. S. Pathy. Trainer: S.
Inayathulla.
CHIEF MINISTER’S CUP
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over,
(Terms): DENNY CRANE ( J.
Chinoy)
1,
Multitude
(A.
Sandesh) 2, Siobhan (P.S.
Chouhan) 3 and Bold Command
(Akshay Kumar) 4. 3/4, 1/2 and 1-

Each basketball school
will have a curriculum designed to help players, parents, coaches and organisations
understand
the
process of improvement,
meticulously developed by
the experts including current and former players.

COL. RAJKUMAR C. DESRAJ
URS
MEMORIAL
CUP
(1,200m), rated 45 to 65, 5-y-o &
DREAM
STAR
(Rayan
over:
Ahmed) 1, Fair Game (Shobhan)
2, I’ve Got Clout ( Jagadeesh) 3
and Native Elements (Neeraj) 4.
3, 1 and 2. 1m 12.21s. ₹122 (w), 33,
32 and 29 (p), SHP: ₹90, THP:
₹72, FP: ₹1,229, Q: ₹632, Trinella:
₹22,102 and ₹5,413, Exacta:
₹68,124 and ₹14,598. Favourite:
Mariko. Owner: Mr. Ravindran
T.C. Trainer: S. Britto.

RARE GEM PLATE (1,100m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms):
BORA BORA (P. Trevor) 1, Desert
Falcon (P.S. Chouhan) 2, Marina
Del Rey (A. Sandesh) 3 and Exclusive Symbol (Dhanu Singh) 4.
1-1/2, Shd and 1. 1m 06.42s. ₹24
(w), 12, 21 and 13 (p), SHP: ₹63,
THP: ₹54, FP: ₹234, Q: ₹126,
Trinella: ₹352 and ₹84, Exacta:
₹2,139 and ₹1,010. Favourite:
Bora Bora. Owner: Mr. Aditya P.
Thackersey. Trainer: S. Dominic.
HONEYDAY PLATE (1,200m),
rated 15 to 35: CALL ME
MAYBE (A. Imran Khan) 1, Humming Bird (M. Naveen) 2, Ultimate Power ( Jagadeesh) 3 and
Flicka (Akshay Kumar) 4. Not
run: Flying Bullet and Bos Indicus. 2-1/2, nose and snk. 1m
14.04s. ₹26 (w), 12, 57 and 32 (p),
SHP: ₹162, THP: ₹79, FP: ₹941, Q:
₹688, Trinella: ₹6,397 and
₹2,350, Exacta: ₹34,298 and
₹7,349. Favourite: Call Me
Maybe. Owner: M.R. Stud Farms
Pvt Ltd. rep. by Mr. N.
Chandrashekar Rai. Trainer: Imtiaz Khan.
Jackpot: ₹7,66,511 (one tkt.); Runner up: ₹3,28,504 (one tkt.);
Treble (i): ₹28,187 (carried over);
(ii): ₹972 (63 tkts.).

HCA adopts
Lodha
guidelines
Special Correspondent
HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad Cricket Association, at its special general body meeting at Rajiv
Gandhi Stadium here on
Sunday, passed a resolution adopting the Justice
Lodha panel guidelines on
administrative reforms.
“The BCCI Committee of
Administrators appointed
by the Supreme Court suggested to all the members
to implement the check-list
of amendments done by
the Vidarbha Cricket Association to be eligible for release of funds by the BCCI,”
T. Seshnarayan, HCA secretary, told The Hindu.
“This was debated and
passed at today’s meeting
even though there were differences of opinion by
some members,” he added.

Double for
Ritika
Press Trust of India

Comprehensive
curriculum
The comprehensive curriculum would cover on
court training, strength and
conditioning and basketball
education, which will be implemented by local coaches
working directly with the
NBA’s International Basketball Operations staff.

New Delhi

Ritika Thaker beat Simran
Singhi 21-13, 21-19 in the
women’s singles final in the
Ivory Coast International
badminton tournament at
Abidjan on Sunday. In the
doubles final Ritika and
Simran beat Nigerian duo
of Zainab Momoh and
Peace Orji 21-11, 21-14.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12049
1

2

3

8

4

5

6

7

9

(set by Incognito)

14 Formula to cook rice with a
pinch of pepper and some egg
(6)
16 Hit and run (4)

10

Adyatma Yoga

4 A revolutionary (Ernesto
Guevara)'s pain (4)
5 A bit of spirit on the chest (not
round) can be ghostly (8)

11

17 Bails out Herb, say (5)
12

13

16

14

17

15

18

18 Lies about garlands (4)
19 Offer nurse to communist
revolutionary after 10 (6)
21 Cap distilled murky ale (8)

19

23

FAITH

SUDOKU

20

24

27

7 Go back after lawyer and get
an online journal (4)

21

22

23 Gypsy loses tail and returns
girl's telescope (8)

13 Maybe my sis is a small girl
(5)

25

26

26 Chuckle, chuckle! First letter
scraps hotel uniform (6)

15 Assassin after father at home
gets an analgesic (10)

27 Understand idiot consumed ...
consumed Indian mother in
law initially (10)

17 Prohibit drinking place in
charge becoming inhuman
(8)

28 Not odd, like this number (4)

18 Laughed when girl left for
North Carolina club and threw
up (8)

28

■ ACROSS
8 Inter-town transfer of ruby (4)
9 Accept reel, gaffe and creel, for
example (10)
10 Not now! Return and get a
dumpling! (6)
11 Carvings on hinges etc.
manufactured without use of
energy (8)
12 Amish PRO's funny, concise
observation (8)

CM
YK

6 First killer returns without
starting to negotiate after
man becomes an insane
person (6)

■ DOWN
1 Damaged pool faucet's not in
its location (3,2,5)

20 Police officer's not out ...
takes defensive position (4,2)

2 Canine's optical organ as well
as tail hurt at irst (8)

22 Musician's chair's moving
device (6)

3 Submariner dumps broken
arms and moves to part of
Borneo (6)

24 Mail clerk, for example (4)
25 Dance, hags, dance (4)
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

Sastras say that all jivatmas are eligible to attain moksha and
hence no one is denied the chance to enter the exam of life;
but they also state that the basic requirement to qualify in
this open exam is proficiency in Adyatma Yoga. This is a stiff
demand and depends on each one’s individual merit and effort alone and, of course, the grace of the Lord, pointed out
Swami Budhidananda in a discourse.
The difficulty in the practice of Adyatma yoga is pointed
out in the Katopanishad: “Realising through self contemplation that primal God, difficult to be seen, deeply hidden in
the cave of the heart, dwelling in the deep, the wise man
leaves behind both joy and sorrow.” It means that first of all,
the absolute truth is not to be accessed easily, especially
through the ordinary spiritual exercises that factor in the
senses, mind and intellect, etc. It is beyond the knowledge
of the sastras, and of the ability to discuss, debate and argue
on them; it is totally an experience of the Infinite that pervades the entire universe, including the innermost recesses
of one’s being. The only means is to understand that spiritual realisation cannot coexist with the awareness of the
phenomenal world; and that there is no room for physical
and material pulls in one’s consciousness.
Viveka, the sense of discrimination to sift the real from
the unreal, the permanent values from the transitory, is to
be cultivated. Along with this Vairagya, dispassion, the practice of the six-fold qualities of rightness that can gain control
over the senses, and a burning desire for salvation, Mumukshutva, have to become part of one’s life.
Unfortunately, some of these difficult practices are part of
the life of an ordinary being in the context of his worldly
pursuits. Prahlada, aware of this tendency among beings,
wishes that the Lord grants him the same steadfastness of
purpose in his spiritual awareness.
A ND-ND
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Ex-teacher Horn stuns Pacquiao

Dream debut
for Hasaranga

The Australian gets the better of the eight-weight World champion on points in a huge upset
Agence France-Presse
Brisbane

Sugita wins
Antalya Open
ANTALYA

Yuichi Sugita won the ATP
grass-court tournament here
on Saturday, beating Adrian
Mannarino 6-1, 7-6(4) in the
final. This is the Japanese’s
first Tour title. AFP

Infantino in favour of
using VAR at World Cup
ST. PETERSBURG

FIFA President Gianni
Infantino is in favour of video
assistant referees at the
World Cup following its
success at the Confederations
Cup. “Nothing is standing in
the way of using VAR (at the
World Cup), as far as I’m
concerned,” he said. He did
agree, though that the the
system needs to be improved.
REUTERS

Battered and bruised: Showing no signs of being overawed, Jef Horn, left, took the ight to
Manny Pacquiao with his ultra-aggressive style, earning a unanimous points decision which
won him the WBO welterweight crown. AFP
*

Former schoolteacher Jeff
Horn stunned World champion Manny Pacquiao to win
the World Boxing Organisation welterweight crown
with a unanimous points decision here on Sunday.
Given no chance by most
observers, the 29-year-old
Horn’s ultra-aggressive style
proved too much for Pacquiao, with the three judges
scoring the fight 117-111, 115113 and 115-113 to the Australian after 12 rounds.
Pacquiao, 38, is an eightweight World champion considered one of the greatest
fighters of his generation. His
camp had predicted a “short
and sweet” win over Horn, a
2012 Australian Olympian.
But Horn showed no signs
of being overawed by the occasion, taking the fight to the
Filipino great from the opening bell.
He moved forward relentlessly, not allowing Pacquiao

time to find any rhythm.
Pacquiao did manage to
land some left jabs in the
opening rounds to take the
early points, but Horn refused to back away and his
brawling tactics paid dividends through the middle
stages.
Pacquiao, bleeding profusely from cuts to the head
high above both eyes, then
launched a savage counterattack in the ninth round and
appeared to have Horn in
trouble, only for the Australian to come back and win
the 10th as he reasserted
control.
Both fighters began to tire
in the final two rounds but
Horn’s early lead proved too
much to peg back as he
claimed the biggest win of
his career.
Pacquiao had been hoping
to set up a second big-money
showdown with Floyd Mayweather, but it was Horn
who called for a fight with
the unbeaten American immediately after his win.

Hat-trick in Lanka win over Zimbabwe
Agence France-Presse
GALLE

Teenager Wanidu Hasaranga took a hat-trick on
his international debut as
Sri Lanka took revenge on
Zimbabwe with a sevenwicket drubbing in their
second One-Day International on Sunday.
Sri Lanka bowled out Zimbabwe for 155 — with Hasaranga one of the heroes
alongside
fellow-spinner
Lakshan Sandakan and his
four wickets. The home side
then reached 158 for three
in 30.1 overs with Upul Tharanga unbeaten on 75.
Nineteen-year-old
allrounder Hasaranga, one of
three changes made after Sri
Lanka lost the first international by six wickets on Friday, bowled only 16 balls but
tore through Zimbabwe’s
tail.
Malcolm Waller hit Hasaranga for four but was

Wanidu Hasaranga.

The scores: Zimbabwe 155 in
33.4 overs (Masakadza 41,
Waller 38; Sandakan four for
52, Hasaranga three for 15) lost
to Sri Lanka 158 for three in
30.1 overs (Tharanga 75 not
out, Dickwella 35). MoM:
Sandakan.

Portugal pips Mexico to third place

Neeraj inishes ifth in javelin; Kendricks upstages Lavillenie

Late surge to a 2-1 extra-time win
Agence France-Presse
CONFED CUP
Moscow

Paris

Elaine Thompson won the
women’s 100m at the Diamond League meet here on
Saturday.
American Sam Kendricks
beat French rival Renaud
Lavillenie to the men’s pole
vault gold.
India’s Neeraj Chopra
(84.67m) finished a respectable fifth in the javelin.
The results: Men: 100m: 1. Ben
Youssef Meite (Civ) 9.99s, 2.
Yunier Perez (Cub) 10.05, 3.
Churandy Martina (Ned) 10.23;
200m: 1. Ramil Quliyev (Tur)
20.15, 2. Churandy Martina
(Ned) 20.27, 3. Rasheed Dwyer
(Jam) 20.45; 800m: 1. Nijel
Amos (Bot) 1:44.24, 2. Kipyegon Bett (Ken) 1:44.36, 3. Ferguson Rotich Cheruiyot (Ken)
1:44.37; 3000m: 1. Muktar Edris
(Eth) 7:32.31, 2. Ronald Kwemoi
(Ken) 7:32.88, 3. Yomif Kejelcha
(Eth) 7:33.37; 110m hurdles: 1.
Ronald Levy (Jam) 13.05, 2. Andrew Pozzi (GBR) 13.14, 3. Garfield Darien (Fra) 13.15. High
jump: 1. Mutaz Essa Barshim
(Qat) 2.35m, 2. Bohdan Bondarenko (Ukr) 2.32, 3. Majd Eddin
Ghazal (Syr) 2.32; Triple jump:
1. Christian Taylor (USA) 17.29,
2. Will Claye (USA) 17.18, 3. Max
Hess (Ger) 17.07; Pole vault: 1.
Sam Kendricks (USA) 5.82, 2.
Renaud Lavillenie (Fra) 5.62, 3.
Shawn Barber (Can) 5.62;
Javelin: 1. Johannes Vetter
(Ger) 88.74, 2. Jakub Vadlejch
(Cze) 88.02, 3. Thomas Ruhler
(Ger) 87.23.

Speeding away: Elaine Thompson powered through the inal
20m to claim the 100m gold with a 10.91s run. AP
*

Adrien Silva scored an extratime penalty as Portugal recovered from a goal down to
beat Mexico 2-1 in Sunday’s
third-place play-off at the
Confederations
Cup
in
Moscow.
Luis Neto bundled into his
own net to hand Mexico a
54th-minute lead.
Portugal
desperately
sought the equaliser, but it
took its time coming.
With Mexico looking all
set to take the win, Pepe
stabbed home a stoppagetime equaliser to force an extra 30 minutes.
Silva then struck his first
international goal after a
handball inside the box on

AFP

bowled the next ball going
for another big hit. The
teenager then snapped up
Donald Tiripano and Tendai
Chatara with googlies.
The third game in the
series is on July 6. The two
sides will also play a Test
during Zimbabwe’s tour.

Thompson wins 100m
Agence France-Presse

*

104 minutes. Both sides finished with 10 men as Nelson
Semedo was dismissed for
Portugal before Raul Jimenez
saw red for Mexico.
Portugal was without Cristiano Ronaldo after he was
released from the squad to
return home to meet his
newborn twins.
Portugal and Mexico drew
2-2 in the group stage, when
Hector Moreno salvaged a
last-gasp point for the Gold
Cup winner, but were left
fighting for a consolation
prize in the Russian capital.
The result: Third-place playoff: Portugal 2 (Pepe 90+1, Adrien Silva 104-pen) bt Mexico 1
(Neto 54-og).

On target: Pepe lunged at a cross and slotted the ball in with the sole of his boot as Portugal
made it 1-1 in the 91st minute. IAN WALTON/GETTY IMAGES
*

Women: 100m: 1. Elaine
Thompson (Jam) 10.91s, 2.
Marie-Josee Ta Lou (Civ) 10.96,
3. Blessing Okagbare (Ngr)
11.09; 400m: 1. Novlene Williams-Mills (Jam) 51.03, 2. Courtney Okolo (USA) 51.19, 3. Shericka Jackson (Jam) 51.91;
1,500m: 1. Sifan Hassan (Ned)
3:57.10, 2. Faith Chepngetich
Kipyegon (Ken) 3:57.51, 3. Gudaf
Tsegay (Eth) 3:59.55; 3000m
steeplechase: 1. Beatrice Chepkoech Sitonik (Ken) 9:01.69, 2.
Hyvin Kiyeng Jepkemoi (Ken)
9:06.00, 3. Celliphine Chepteek
Chespol (Ken) 9:07.54. Shot
put: 1. Gong Lijiao (Chn) 19.14m,
2. Anita Mŕrton (Hun) 18.48, 3.
Yuliya Leantsiuk (Blr) 18.28.

Prajnesh
triumphs
Sports Bureau
Kunshan, China

Prajnesh
Gunneswaran
outplayed top seed Li Zhe
6-3, 6-1 in the final of the
$25,000 Futures tournament here on Sunday.
This is Prajnesh’s seventh Futures title, and his
third of the year.
The second seeded Prajnesh, 27, converted four of
11 break-points, and saved
all the three that he faced.
Sumit Nagal, meanwhile, retired midway
through the second set in
the semifinals of the
Colombo
tournament
where Chandril Sood and
Lakshit Sood clinched the
doubles title after their opponents retired too.
In the ITF women’s
event , Y. Pranjala cruised
into the final with a 6-4, 6-4
victory over Ekaterina
Yashina.
Kanika Vaidya and Yashina won the doubles title.
The results: $25,000 Futures, Kunshan: Final: Prajnesh Gunneswaran bt Li Zhe
(Chn) 6-3, 6-1.
$15,000 Futures, Colombo:
Semifinals: Carlos BoludaPurkiss (Esp) bt Sumit Nagal
6-3, 3-0 retired. Doubles final: Chandril Sood & Lakshit
Sood bt Nino Portales (Fra) &
Alexander Zhurbin (Rus) 2-1
retired.
$15,000 ITF women, Sharm
El Sheikh: Semifinals: Pranjala Yadlapalli bt Ekaterina
Yashina (Rus) 6-4, 6-4.
Doubles final: Ekaterina
Yashina (Rus) & Kanika Vaidya
bt Ella Husrefovic (Aus) &
Jennifer Timotin (Irl) 6-2,
6-0.

CM
YK
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Tarantino engaged to
Israeli singer: report

Crematory overbooked?
Japan ofers ‘corpse hotels’

Press Trust of India
MOTOKO RICH

Filmmaker Quentin Tarantino
is reportedly engaged to his
girlfriend and Israeli singer
Daniella Pick. The 54-yearold director’s New Beverly
Cinema broke the news on
Twitter, which Daniella, 33,
confirmed to Ynet, reported
The Hollywood Reporter. PTI

Osaka

LOS ANGELES

Rapper Kanye West, who is a
key player in Jay-Z’s music
streaming service Tidal, has
left the company over money
dispute. West, 40, was
reportedly unhappy with the
company for a long time,
sources told TMZ. “We’re told
that Kanye has complained
the firm owes him money —
more than $3 million,” the
sources said. PTI

The minimalist rooms at the
Hotel Relation here in Japan’s third-largest city are
furnished with plain twin
beds. Flat-screen televisions
adorn the walls. And just
across the hall are the rooms
where the corpses rest.
Checkout time, for the living and the dead, is usually
no later than 3 p.m.
The Hotel Relation is what
Japanese call an itai hoteru,
or corpse hotel. About half
the rooms are fitted with
small altars and narrow platforms designed to hold
coffins. Some also have climate-controlled coffins with
transparent lids so mourners
can peer inside.
Part mortuary, part inn,
these hotels serve a growing
market of Japanese seeking
an alternative to a big, traditional funeral in a country
where the population is ageing rapidly, community

Welfare. About 37% of Japanese women who died last
year were over 90, with few
surviving friends to mourn
them. And close to one-fifth
of Japanese men never
marry or father children,
leaving behind few relatives
to plan or attend funerals.

Temporary abode: A scene during a funeral at a corpse hotel
in the Tokyo suburb of Kawasaki City. NYT
*

bonds are fraying and crematories are struggling to keep
up with the sheer number of
people dying.

Inexpensive services
The corpse hotels offer a
place where a body can be
stored at low cost until the
crematory is ready, and
where small, inexpensive

wakes and services can be
held outside the home.
The demand for itai
hoteru is likely to grow. Last
year, 1.3 million people died
in Japan, up 35% from 15
years earlier, and the annual
toll is expected to climb until
it peaks at 1.7 million in
2040, according to the Ministry of Labour, Health and

‘Heat-resistant’ cows of the future
Scientists developing breed with superior adaptive ability
Press Trust of India
Washington

Skywalker’s lightsaber
goes for $4,50,000
LOS ANGELES

Luke Skywalker’s special
weapon from Star Wars sold
at auction for over
$4,50,000. The lightsaber,
used by Mark Hamill as
Skywalker in Star Wars: A New
Hope and The Empire Strikes
Back, was purchased by
Orlando-based Ripley
company, reported Orlando
Sentinel. PTI

It marked a huge change in how the public contacted police

Part mortuary, part inn, they serve as an alternative to a big, traditional funeral

LOS ANGELES

Kanye leaves Jay-Z’s
Tidal over money dispute

999: Oldest emergency
helpline turns 80 in U.K.

Scientists are developing a
breed of genetically-modified ‘cows of the future’ that
will be more heat-resistant
and have superior ability to
adapt
to
hot
living
conditions.
More than half the cattle
in the world lives in hot and
humid environments, including about 40% of beef
cows in the United States, researchers said.
By using genomic tools,
researchers aim to produce
an animal that can adapt to
hot living conditions and

Sharpest laser can help
test Einstein’s theory

produce top-quality beef.
Scientists from University
of Florida in the U.S. are
studying a more heat-tolerant Brangus cow — a cross
between an Angus and a
Brahman.

DNA segments
Raluca Mateescu, an associate professor at the university, is part of the team that
has received a three-year
$7,33,000 grant for the research. “The grant allows us
to track down DNA segments from the two breeds
and figure out which regions
of the cow’s DNA are import-

ant to regulate body temperature,” Ms. Mateescu said.
Researchers eventually
want to develop the knowledge and tools the cattle industry needs to increase tolerance to heat stress.
At the same time, researchers hope to increase
efficiency in production, reproduction
and
meat
quality.
“This offers a powerful
new approach to address the
challenges of climate change
and develop climate-smart
productive cattle for a future, hotter world,” Ms.
Mateescu said.

More economical
At the Hotel Relation in
Osaka, about a third of the
customers forgo a formal funeral. Instead, they sit in the
rooms with their dearly departed for a day or two, with
only close family in attendance, and then send the bodies for cremation.
Corpse hotels are more
economical than large funeral homes. According to
the Japan Consumer Association, the average funeral in
Japan runs 1.95 million yen,
or about $17,690. The
cheapest package at the
Hotel Relation costs 185,000
yen, or about $1,768. NYT

London

The world’s oldest emergency helpline 999 on
Sunday completed 80 years
of its existence in the U.K.,
with the Scotland Yard celebrating the “cornerstone”
of British policing by organising several events.
In the early days of the
1930s, just 24 staff in the old
Victoria
Embankment
headquarters of the Metropolitan Police dealt with a
couple of hundred calls a
day. It was launched after a
major fire in London in 1935
resulted in five fatalities. A
committee was set up to
look at how telephone operators could identify emergency calls.
Now, there are three centralised communication complexes in Bow, Hendon and
Lambeth, employing over
2,000 people dealing with
13,000 to 20,000 calls per
day. Met Police Chief Superintendent David Jackson,

Washington

Scientists have developed
the world’s sharpest laser
with record-breaking precision that can help make optical atomic clocks more
precise as well as test Einstein’s theory of relativity.
Theoretically, laser light
has only one colour, frequency or wavelength. In
reality, however, there is always a certain linewidth.
Researchers, including
those from the PhysikalischTechnische Bundesanstalt
(PTB) in Germany, have now
developed a laser with a
linewidth of only 10 miliHertz (mHz) — closer to the
ideal laser than ever before.
This precision is useful
for various applications
such as optical atomic
clocks, precision spectroscopy, radioastronomy and
for testing the theory of relativity. More than 50 years

Press Trust of India
Washington

NASA’s Earth-bound Gemini
North telescope has beamed
back a stunning image of
Jupiter
showing
haze
particles over a range of altitudes, as seen in reflected
sunlight.
As the Juno spacecraft orbits Jupiter, the Gemini telescope is providing high-resolution images to help guide
its exploration of the giant
planet.
Astronomers at the telescope on Maunakea in
Hawaii are revealing “a treas-

ure-trove of fascinating
events in Jupiter’s atmosphere,” said Glenn Orton,
principal investigator for the
Gemini adaptive optics investigation at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in the
United States.

Cloud opacity
In addition to images captured using adaptive optics,
Michael Wong from the University of California, Berkeley, is using a longer
wavelength filter on the telescope to look at cloud opacity on the planet.
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Busy as bees

An image acquired by
NASA’s Juno spacecraft last
month. AFP
*

Five paintings by
Hitler up for auction
London

Four paintings by the German dictator Adolf Hitler,
along with an unsigned
piece thought to painted by
the Nazi leader, is set to be
auctioned in the U.K.
The four works of art for
auction all bear the signature ‘A Hitler,’ and two of the
paintings are dated in the
early 1900s, according to the
Mullocks auction house in
the U.K. Each painting is estimated to fetch between
£5,000 and £7,000.

Latest buzzword: Children play inside the Hive at Kew Gardens, London. The installation, designed by English artist Wolfgang
Buttress, consists of 32 layers of hexagonal geometry, creating an analogue of a honeycomb. REUTERS
*

Agence France-Presse
Monrovia
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‘Still much to learn’
“Events like this show that
there’s still much to learn
about Jupiter’s atmosphere,”
Mr. Orton said.
“The combination of
Earth-based and spacecraft
observations is a powerful
one-two punch in exploring
Jupiter,” he said.

Press Trust of India

Young men in the Liberian capital are deployed as colourful ‘statues’ by advertising irms for publicity

Still life: Joseph Yarpkawolo, painted head-to-toe in the colours
of the national tax authority, at a junction in Monrovia. AFP
*

fellow body painter Joseph
Yarpkawolo, 27.
Body painting as a means
of attracting attention in the
streets began in the early
1990s with youngsters done
up as mascots for the national football team, daubed
in the red, white and blue of
the Liberian flag.
Standing still for extended

“These observations trace
vertical flows that cannot be
measured any other way, illuminating the weather, climate and general circulation
in Jupiter’s atmosphere,” Mr.
Wong said.

Four of them bear his signature

The human billboards of Monrovia
Standing in sweltering heat
for hours at a time, painted
head-to-toe in the colours of
the tax authority, Emmanuel
Howard has become a fixture at traffic junctions in
Liberia’s capital Monrovia.
He and dozens of other
young men are deployed by
advertising firms as colourful human billboards for client ranging from government
agencies
to
brides-to-be.
Standing stock still on the
bustling roadsides, they
have
become
street
sensations.
“I feel good being painted
because this is what gives me
my daily bread. Some of my
friends are in the streets
stealing from others,” says
Howard,
a
25-year-old
“statue”.
“I take care of my child
with it. I feed and clothe myself, and I pay my rent,” adds

Critical function
“The level of accessibility
that it provides allows emergency services to save lives
and protect the public. Our
dedicated staff operate 24
hours a day, 365 days a year
ensuring that police can be
dispatched quickly to incidents where the public need
us,” he said.

Earth-bound Gemini North telescope beams back image of haze-covered planet

have passed since the first
technical realisation of the
laser, and we cannot imagine how we could live
without them today.

Numerous applications
Laser light is used in numerous applications in industry,
medicine and information
technologies. Lasers have
brought about a real revolution in fields of research and
in metrology — or have even
made some new fields possible in the first place.
One of laser’s outstanding
properties is the excellent
coherence of the emitted
light. Ideally, laser light has
only one fixed wavelength
or frequency. In practice,
the spectrum of most types
of lasers can, however,
reach from a few kHz to a
few MHz in width, which is
not good enough for numerous experiments requiring
high precision.

head of the Met Central
Communications (CC) said,
“The 999 system is the
cornerstone not only of British policing but also for our
emergency
service
partners.”

By Jupiter! NASA’s new revelation

It has record-breaking precision
Press Trust of India

24x7: The Scotland Yard
celebrated the day with
several events.

Being there 24/7 and ensuring that officers are dispatched quickly to emergency and priority incidents
is a critical function for the
police, Mr. Jackson said.
“The progress since 1937
has been enormous — and
we will keep striving to improve the service over the
next 80 years,” he said.
In 1937, the first-ever
emergency number system
anywhere in the world came
into being in London with
the introduction of the 999
call — marking an unprecedented change in the way the
public communicated with
the Metropolitan Police.
In July last year, Met CC
launched its live twitter feed
@MetCC from one of the
three central communications complexes where first
contact operators were answering tens of thousands of
emergency calls every week.
@MetCC has had more
than 3,50,800 posts submitted since its launch.

periods, or walking like robots around the outer edge
of the pitch, they galvanised
both players and fans.
Entrepreneurs like Emmanuel Ben, 26, founder of
the Emmanuel Creation
bodypaint publicity firm,
were barely born at the time,
but would grow up seeing a
niche in the market for a

highly-mobile way of attracting customers.
“DHL, Total and the
Liberia Revenue Agency are
among my clients,” he said,
referring to the German logistics firm and the French
oil company.
Almost anyone can rent
one of these bodypaint models, who strike a pose and
hold it for long periods on
streets still largely free of the
commercial advertising that
has bloomed in other
African capitals.
“Some schools, private individuals and small businesses also contact us for advertisements. I go for
weddings also," Mr. Ben said.

The stare factor
One fan of their work is
Fatumata Sanoe, an 18-yearold student, who admits
finding it difficult to keep
from staring at these curious
human billboards.
“I look at them every time

they come out. It is really attractive, and you sometimes
want to know if they are
really human because you
don’t see any part of them
shaking,” she exclaimed.
“No one can just pass
without giving them some attention,” she added, before
hurrying off to class.
Liberia has a long history
of using body paint for religious
and
community
rituals, but this is usually
done in a more private
setting.
The body painters tend to
be young men under 30 with
few other options and using
their body as a canvas has
become a popular earner.
Legions of street children
left behind by the horrific
1989-2003 war have grown
into young adults in Liberia,
often with large gaps in their
schooling that lead many to
a life of crime in an economy
with
stubbornly
high
unemployment.

Grave of half-niece
The signed paintings include
a village street scene, an
Alpine bouquet with edelweiss, a scene depicting the
town gate at Durnstein in
Hitler’s native Austria and a
still life showing a clock, fruit
and flowers.
The unsigned painting,
which is oil on canvas,

Adolf Hitler
shows the grave of Hilter’s
half-niece, Geli Raubel. The
Nazi leader was romantically
involved with Raubel, who
committed suicide in 1931
with his pistol. The painting
is thought to have been produced by Hitler.
“We have sold Hitler’s
paintings in previous sales,
ranging between 600 and
1200 pounds,” said Ben
Jones, consultant at Mullocks auction house was
quoted as saying by the New
York Post.

This test can predict death
risk in breast cancer patients
Method, called MammaPrint, looks for a 70-gene signature
Press Trust of India
Los Angeles

A molecular test can pinpoint which patients are at
low risk of death from breast
cancer even 20 years after
diagnosis and tumour removal, a study has found.
As a result, ‘ultra-low’ risk
patients could be treated
less aggressively and overtreatment avoided, leading
to fewer toxic effects, researchers said. “This is an
important step forward for
personalising care for women with breast cancer,”
said Laura J. Esserman, from
the University of California,
San Francisco, in the U.S.
“We can now test small
node-negative breast cancers, and if they are in the ultra-low risk category, we can
tell women that they are
highly unlikely to die of their
cancers and do not need ag-

The 70-gene signature can
predict if cancer will recur in
early-stage cancer patients.

gressive treatment, including radiation after lumpectomy,” said Ms. Esserman.

First evidence
This is the first evidence that
it is possible to run a diagnostic test at the time of
diagnosis and identify ultralow risk tumours.
“This is an exciting advance because approximately 20-25% of tumours diagnosed today may be

ultra-low risk,” said Ms.
Esserman.
In the study published in
the journal JAMA Oncology,
researchers sought to determine whether a 70-gene
test could accurately and reliably identify tumours with
indolent, or slow-growing,
behaviour to assess the risk
of cancer recurrence up to
20 years after diagnosis.
The same test had shown
last year that nearly half of
early-stage breast cancer patients, who met traditional
criteria for high risk, could
safely skip chemotherapy
based on the biological
make-up of their tumours.
Researchers
disclosed
that
the
test,
called
MammaPrint, tests for a 70gene signature that can predict whether cancer will recur in early-stage breast cancer patients.
A ND-ND

