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INTERNATION NEWS  
Russia has opened a helicopter training centre in Venezuela. 
• Rosoboron export, Russia‘s arms export company, has opened a training Centre for military 
helicopter pilots in Venezuela after Moscow flew in troops and equipment. The export wing of 
Russia‘s arms corporation said that the helicopter training centre opened with Russian and 
Venezuelan specialists participating. 
• The Centre that trains pilots to fly Russian-built Mil helicopters was built on the basis of a contract 
between Rosoboronexport and state-run Venezuelan Military Industrial Company Cavim. The 
announcement came after two Russian military planes landed a week ago at the main airport outside 
Caracas and offloaded equipment and troops. The military specialists are apparently helping to fix a 
malfunctioning Russian S-300 ground-to-air missile system 
 
Tesla Builds Its Largest Energy Storage System In Asia. 
• Tesla developed its ‗largest power storage system in Asia‘ at Osaka train station in Japan to reduce 
energy demand and provide emergency backup power to trains in Japan.  It was Launched in 
partnership with Kintetsu, a railway operator in Japan‘s Osaka. About Tesla CEO: Elon Musk  Owner: 
Elon Musk Production output: 245,162 vehicles (2018) Founders: Elon Musk, Martin Eberhard, JB 
Straubel, Marc Tarpenning, Ian Wright   
 
GRSE becomes 'first' Indian shipyard to deliver 100 warships. 
• Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) became the "first Indian shipyard" to build 
and deliver 100 warships. GRSE Chairman and Managing Director, Rear Admiral (Retd) V K Saxena, 
formally handed over the 100th warship -- 'IN LCU L-56' -- to the Indian Navy. 
• In the last 59 years, the company has built around 780 platforms, including 100 warships to the 
Indian Navy, the Coast Guard, and the Mauritius Coast Guard. About GRSE: GRSE - Garden Reach 
Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd. It is one of India's leading shipyards. Located in: Kolkata, West 
Bengal. Founded: 1884 
 
China launched 2nd Generation data relay satellite, Tianlian II-01. 
• The Tianlian II-01 satellite was launched by a Long March-3B carrier rocket from the Xichang 
Satellite Launch Centre in southwest China's Sichuan Province. This is the first of China's second-
generation data-tracking and relay satellites, which will provide services like data relay, measurement 
and control, and transmission to manned spacecraft, satellites, carrier rockets and non-spacecraft 
users. 
 
Japan names new imperial era, set to begin on May 1, as 'Reiwa'. 
• 'Reiwa' will be the name for the new era when Prince Naruhito succeeds his father Emperor Akihito, 
whose abdication on April 30 will end the 31-year 'Heisei' era (Since 1989). While 'Rei' means "good" 
and "beautiful" as well as "order" or "command", 'Wa' means "peace" or "harmony". 
 
European Union launched WTO cases against India, Turkey. 
• The European Union has launched two World Trade Organization (WTO) disputes against India 
over import duties on IT products and against Turkey over measures affecting pharmaceutical 
producers. In the case against India, the EU is challenging the introduction of import duties of 
between 7.5 and 20 percent for a wide range of IT products, such as mobile phones and components, 
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as well as integrated circuits. In the case against Turkey, the EU is challenging measures that force 
foreign pharmaceutical producers to move their production to Turkey. 
 
Bolivia joins International Solar Alliance. 
• During the state visit of the President Ram Nath Kovind to Bolivia, Bolivia has signed the framework 
agreement to join the International Solar Alliance. 
• So far, 73 countries have signed the ISA Framework Agreement The International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) was unveiled by Prime Minister of India and French President at the U.N. Climate Change 
Conference in Paris on November 30, 2015. 
• The idea was to form a coalition of solar resource-rich countries to collaborate on addressing the 
identified gaps in their energy requirements through a common approach. India, with a target to 
produce 100 GW of solar energy by 2022, would account for a tenth of ISA‘s goal. ISA is the first 
international body that will have a secretariat in India. 
 
Indonesia seeks to increase import from India. 
• Indonesia is looking at increasing sugar, rice and bovine imports from India. Consul General of 
Indonesia, Ade Sukendar said that India exported about 50,000 tonnes of rice in 2018. 
• It is looking at importing more non-basmati rice also from India. There was potential to import over 
one lakh tonnes a year. Negotiations are ON between the two countries to increase imports. Total 
exports from Indonesia to India in 2018 were to the tune of $13.72 billion and exports from India were 
to the tune of $5.01 billion.  
 
Panel to be set up to oversee Essar Steels operations. 
• Essar Steel's Committee of Creditors (COC) has set up a monitoring committee to oversee the 
operations of the steel firm and ensure a smooth transition to ArcelorMittal, the successful resolution 
applicant.  
• The monitoring committee is headed by resolution professional Satish Gupta and has four members 
from the lenders and three from ArcelorMittal. The lenders, SBI, IDBI Bank, ICICI and Edelweiss 
Asset Reconstruction Company, have their representatives as members of the monitoring committee. 
•  The development comes after the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) asked the 
COC to set up a monitoring committee to oversee the operations of the steel firm and smooth 
transition to ArcelorMittal. 
 
 Pakistan opened a route for flights out of India. 
• Pakistan has opened one route for west-bound flights from India more than a month after it shut its 
airspace for all civilian flights following the Indian Air Force‘s strikes at Balakot. A decision on opening 
a passage for flights overflying Pakistan and entering India is yet to be taken.  
• The route that has been opened passes from near Mumbai and enters southern Pakistan. This is 
only one of the 11 exit and entry points between India and Pakistan. Since the ban by Pakistan on the 
use of its airspace, several flights within Asia, between Asia and West Asia or Europe or the U.S. 
were forced to take a longer route, entailing an increase in flight duration and sometimes a halt for 
refuelling.  
• This led to an increase in operational costs, forcing many airlines to cancel flights or hike fares. 
 
USD 1.7 trillion needed per year to build disaster-resilient infrastructure in Asia: ADB report 
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• As per a recent ADB report titled 'Asian Development Outlook 2019: Strengthening Disaster 
Resilience‘, Developing economies across Asia are among the most vulnerable to natural disasters 
and have suffered damages estimated at 644 billion dollars since 2000.  
• Of these, weather-related hazards caused the greatest share at 507 billion dollars (or 79 per cent) 
while geophysical hazards accounted for the remaining 137 billion dollars (or 21 per cent).  
• To build disaster-resilient infrastructure, investment needs in developing Asia are estimated at 26 
trillion dollars from 2016 to 2030, or 1.7 trillion dollars per year, including necessary investments in 
climate-change mitigation and adaptation. 
 
Israel to go to polls to elect new parliament. 
• Israel will go to polls to elect a new parliament. Fourteen main parties are competing for 120 seats in 
the Knesset or parliament. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is running for his fifth term in office.   
• His main challenger is Benny Gantz, a former chief of staff for Israeli military who is a newcomer to 
politics. The main Voters will cast their ballots for a party, not a candidate. 
 
London becomes world's 1st city to launch 24x7 pollution charge zone. 
• London became the first city in the world to implement a special Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) 
that would charge an entry fee for older vehicles if they do not meet the emission standards.  
• This move aims to reduce toxic air pollution and protect public health. The ULEZ will be operational 
for 24 hours and seven days a week.  
• Polluting vehicles account for around 50 per cent of London's harmful Nitrogen Oxide air emissions. 
London's famous red bus fleet is also being updated as part of these efforts, and all 9,200 vehicles 
will meet or exceed ULEZ standards by October 2020. 
 
Google launched its 1st drone delivery service in Australia. 
• Wing, one of the many companies belonging to Alphabet (Google parent) made its first delivery in 
Canberra, Australia after getting approval from the Australia's Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA).  
• The drones will deliver food and drinks as well as medication directly to clients' homes. Wing was 
testing drone delivery in Australia since 2014 and delivered medicines, chocolate to 3,000 homes in 
the last 18 months.  
• Wing is now preparing to launch a trial service in Helsinki, Finland. 
 
Sri Lanka new railway line inaugurated. 
• Sri Lanka has opened a new railway line connecting its coastal city of Matara and Beliatta in 
Hambantota.  
• It was built with China‘s assistance. This move will boost passenger traffic into the island nation‘s 
deep south. It is the first to be constructed in Sri Lanka since 1948.  The new line was inaugurated on 
8th April 2019 in the presence of Sri Lanka‘s Transport and Civil Aviation Minister Arjuna Ranatunga, 
Finance Minister Mangala Samaraweera and other parliamentarians.  
• About the railway line: The Matara-Beliatta railway extension is of 26.75-km length. The cost of the 
project was $278 million. The Matara-Beliatta railway extension includes the longest and second 
longest railway bridges of 1.5 km and 1.04 km, respectively.  
• China's role: The railway extension was financed by the Export-Import Bank of China and the 
contract was awarded to the China National Machinery Import and Export Corporation. China termed 
it as a major Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) project in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has been the major 
recipient of Chinese loans and investments in recent years, totalling over $8 billion. The heavy 
borrowing has raised concerns over Sri Lanka‘s ability to repay after Colombo handed over the 
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Hambantota port to Beijing for a 99-year lease in 2017 as a debt swap. China's Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI): BRI is also known as the One Belt One Road (OBOR). It was first proposed by 
President Xi Jinping in 2013. It is an ambitious programme to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via 
land and maritime networks along six corridors. "Belt" refers to the overland routes for road and rail 
transportation, called "the Silk Road Economic Belt"; Whereas "road" refers to the sea routes or the 
21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The aim is to strengthen infrastructure, trade, and investment links 
between China and some 65 other countries that account collectively for over 30 percent of global 
GDP, 62% of the population, and 75 percent of known energy reserves. 
   
 British Governments white paper named online harms draws focus to users (mostly 
childrens) safety 
• British government‘s ‗white paper‘ which is open for public consultation termed as ‗online harms‘, 
focuses to make online social media platforms responsible to safeguard users, especially children.  
• Since all of the social media platforms use strong algorithms leading to echo-chambers, where a 
user is bombarded with only blinkered content (according to the user‘s web-browsing) instead of 
multi-directional content (i.e. seeing a variety of voices and opinions), all of which can affect children‘s 
brain; the white paper proposes the compulsory ‗duty of care‘ on various social media platforms for 
taking reasonable steps to protect users (focusing on children) from getting harmed.  
 
Google unveiled new Cloud Platform, Anthos to manage apps from anywhere. 
• Google has introduced a new open platform called Anthos to run and manage apps from anywhere.  
• Based on the Cloud Services Platform that Google announced in 2018, Anthos lets users run 
applications on existing on-premise hardware investments or in the Public Cloud. Anthos will also let 
users manage workloads running on third-party clouds like Amazon AWS and Microsoft Azure.  
• Anthos is a Kubernetes-powered technology to build and manage hybrid applications, for on-
premises or cloud deployments. Google also announced Anthos Migrate in beta, which auto-migrates 
virtual machines (VMs) from on-premises, or other clouds, directly into containers in Google 
Kubernetes Engine (GKE) with minimal effort.  
 
Pakistan country issues 2,200 visas for Sikh pilgrims. 
• India-Pakistan Protocol visit to religious shrines of 1974.  In this perspective, Pakistan granted 2,200 
visas to Sikh pilgrims from India to participate in Baisakhi celebrations from April 12 to 21.  
• The Sikh pilgrims would be visiting shrines like Panja Sahib, Nankana Sahib, and Kartarpur Sahib.   
• The protocol between India and Pakistan enables a large number of pilgrims to visit the other 
country to observe various religious festivals or occasions every year.   
 
SpaceX launched its first commercial mission. 
• SpaceX‘s Falcon Heavy, the most powerful operational rocket in the world, launched its first 
commercial mission from Florida in a key demonstration for billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk‘s 
Space Company in the race to grasp lucrative military launch contracts. 
• The 23-story-tall Heavy, which previously launched Musk‘s cherry red Tesla roadster to space in a 
2018 debut test flight, blasted off from Florida‘s Kennedy Space Center carrying its first customer 
payload. 
 
 Bhutan Government to place bill for ratification of BBIN initiative at its upper senate 
• Bhutan government will place the bill for ratification of Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) 
initiative for road and rail connectivity at its upper senate.  
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• Briefing media on the occasion of Bhutan‘s Prime Minister Dr. Lotay Tshering's visit to Bangladesh, 
Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh Shahidul Haq told reporters that BBIN is a big initiative in the region 
for improving rail and road connectivity in the region and he expressed the hope that the bill will be 
passed by the Bhutanese Parliament soon. 
• The Motor Vehicle Agreement of BBIN countries was signed in 2015 by the four member countries. 
 
China developed the world’s first armed amphibious drone attack boat named Marine Lizard. 
• Marine Lizard was built by Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Group under China Shipbuilding Industry 
Corporation (CSIC).  
• It could be used in land and sea assault operations. The amphibious Marine Lizard can possibly 
form an unmanned sea-land-air integrated combat system with aerial armed reconnaissance drones 
and other drone ships. 
•  It has a maximum operation range of 1,200 kms and can be remotely controlled via satellites. 
•  In ship form, the 12-metre-long Marine Lizard is a trimaran propelled by a diesel-powered hydrojet 
and can reach a maximum speed of 50 knots while maintaining stealth.  
 
SpaceX to fly its DART planetary defence mission. 
• NASA announced that SpaceX will fly its Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) planetary-
defencemission. The total launch cost for NASA is estimated to be about $69 million.  
• DART - Double Asteroid Redirection Test   
• It is a planned space probe that will demonstrate the kinetic effects of crashing an impactor 
spacecraft into an asteroid moon for planetary defense purposes. The mission is intended to test 
whether a spacecraft impact could successfully deflect an asteroid on a collision course with Earth. 
 
First Earth-Size planet: HD 21749b discovered by NASAs TESS Exoplanet Mission. 
• The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) discovered an Earth-sized planet, HD 21749b and 
a ―sub-Neptune‖ world, revolving around the star, HD 21749. The star lies 53 light-years from Earth. 
• The research study has been published on 15th April, 2019 in ‗The Astrophysical Journal Letters‘. 
• TESS was launched to Earth orbit in April 2018 on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. 
• One tool termed as ‗Planet Finder Spectrograph‘ (PFS) on the ‗Magellan II telescope‘ in Chile 
helped to confirm the planetary nature of the TESS signal and measure the mass of HD 21749b. 
• HD 21749b is about 23 times heavier and 2.7 times wider than Earth. It is gaseous, has a 
substantial atmosphere but not as puffy as Uranus and Neptune. HD 21749b has an orbital period of 
36 Earth days. 
 
Sri Lanka launched its first Satellite. 
• Sri Lanka's first satellite Raavana l was launched into space from NASA's Flight Facility on Virginia's 
east shore. The satellite was designed and developed by two Sri Lankan engineers at the Kyushu 
Institute of Technology in Japan. It will be shuttled to the International Space Station. The ―Raavana 
1‖ was launched into space with the assistance of the US rocket ―Antares‖. 
• Raavana 1 weights around 1.05 kg and is 1000 cubic centimetres in size. The minimum lifespan of 
the satellite is around one and a half years and it is expected to be active for five years. Raavana 1 
satellite's camera mission is to capture images of Sri Lanka and its neighbouring countries. The 
Raavana-l is expected to orbit 400 kilometres away from the earth. The satellite will achieve an active 
attitude stabilization which ensures that the satellite's attitude is stable under the influence of external 
talks. The launch of Raavana-l marks Sri Lanka's entry into the global space age. 
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A Book of poem Khooni Vaisakhi on Jallianwala Bagh massacre, released in UAE. 
• A book containing English translation of the 100-year-old classic Punjabi poem about Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre, ‗Khooni Vaisakhi‘ released in Abu Dhabi. 
• India‘s Ambassador to the UAE Navdeep Singh Suri commended the launch of the book. 
• The poem was translated by Mr. Suri whose grandfather, revolutionary poet and novelist Nanak 
Singh, a Jallianwala Bagh survivor, wrote it after witnessing first-hand the events of April 13, 1919. 
 
Christina Koch To Set Record For Longest Spaceflight By A Woman. 
• NASA astronaut Christina Koch going to have her mission on the International Space Station (ISS) 
extended to 328 days, which would set a record for the longest single spaceflight by a woman. 
• Koch, who arrived at the space station on March 14 is scheduled to remain in orbit until February 
2020 will eclipse the record of 288 days set by former NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson in 2016-17. 
 
 US won WTO ruling against China grain import quotas 
• The US has won a World Trade Organization (WTO) ruling against China's use of tariff-rate quotas 
(TRQ) for rice, wheat and corn. 
• The case, lodged by the Obama administration in late 2016, marks the second U.S. victory in as 
many months in the country‘s ongoing trade spat with China. 
• TRQs are two-level tariffs, with limited imports allowed at the lower 'in-quota' tariff and subsequent 
imports charged an 'out-of-quota' tariff, which is generally much higher. 
 
Singapore Changi airport got world's tallest 131-ft indoor waterfall 
• The world's tallest indoor waterfall, 131-foot-tall, opened for the general public at Singapore's Jewel 
Changi Airport. 
• The waterfall is housed inside a dome-shaped complex which has gardens growing over four 
storeys, more than 280 retail and food outlets, a hotel and a movie theatre. 
• The structure also has a botanical garden with 120 species of plants. 
 
Saudi Arabia increased India's Haj Quota to 2 lakh. 
• Saudi Arabia has issued a formal order increasing the Haj quota for India to two lakhs from one lakh 
seventy five-thousand. 
• In February this year, the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman at a meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had announced that Indian Haj quota would be increased by 25 thousand to 
two lakhs. 
• This is the third hike in three consecutive years. 
In 2017, the quota was increased by 35,000 while last year, it was raised by 5,000 to take the number 
to 1,75,000. 
• A record number of two lakh Indian Muslims will perform Haj this year without subsidy. 
• As many as 2,340 Indian Muslim women will go for the pilgrimage without male companion or 
Mehram. 
• The GST on Haj pilgrimage has been reduced from 18 per cent to 5 per cent this year, which will 
ensure that about Rs 113 crore will be saved by pilgrims during the 2019 Haj. 
 
Lankan President Sirisena appoints special committee to investigate serial blasts. 
• Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena announced the appointment of a special committee led by 
retired Supreme Court judge to investigate the attacks and submit its report within two weeks. 
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• Thirteen local suspects have been arrested for their involvement in the serial blasts across the 
country yesterday which has claimed  207 lives. 
At least 450 people were injured and hospitalized following the attacks targeting three five-star hotels 
in capital Colombo and three churches across the country. 
• An Improvised Explosive Device was detected and diffused near the departure area of 
Bandaranaike International Airport last evening. Security has been tightened at all sensitive places. 
• The government had intelligence inputs about such attacks and it will look into why adequate 
precautions were not taken. 
• The names of suspects that have come up are local, but investigators will look into whether they had 
any overseas links. 
• Meanwhile, curfew imposed across the country since last afternoon has been lifted. 
 
Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy wins Ukraine presidential election. 
• Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy, who played president in a TV series, is set to become the 
new president of Ukraine. 
He received 73.19% of the votes, while his opponent, incumbent President Petro Poroshenko saw 
support of 24.48%. 
• Poroshenko, who was running for his second five-year term, has admitted defeat. 
• Zelenskiy planned to continue European-backed talks with Russia on a so far largely 
unimplemented peace deal and would try to free Ukrainians imprisoned in Russia, which is holding 24 
Ukrainian sailors among others. 
 
 Iranian President Rouhani declared joint border reaction force with Pakistan. 
• Iran‘s President Hassan Rouhani announced that Iran and Pakistan to create a joint ‗reaction force‘ 
on the border between the two countries, for combatting terrorism. 
The announcement came during a two-day visit to Iran by Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, the 
first of his tenure. 
• Iran and Pakistan share a 959 km land border. 
• Balochistan, which borders Afghanistan and Iran, is Pakistan's largest and poorest province, rife 
with ethnic, sectarian and separatist insurgencies. 
Tehran (in Iran) has been complaining for years about recurring attacks by Pakistani militants on 
Iranian security forces. 
• Pakistan is a close ally of the United States and Saudi Arabia, both of which have ratcheted up 
pressure on Iran over its alleged meddling in regional affairs. 
Pakistan and Iran are also members of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 
 
Amartya Sen Chairs at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) for 
research on inequality. 
• The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) announced the creation of the 
Amartya Sen Chair in Inequality Studies, named in honour of the India-born economist, philosopher 
and Nobel laureate, who was Professor of Economics at LSE from 1971-82. 
• The public announcement of the chair was made during LSE‘s biannual Amartya Sen Lecture. 
• The lecture, 'Foundations of State Effectiveness', was delivered by Professor Sir Tim Besley with 
Professor Sen serving as discussant and LSE Director Minouche Shafik chairing. 
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• The inauguration of the Amartya Sen Chair marks a further milestone for the International 
Inequalities Institute (III), following the 2016 launch of the Atlantic Fellows for Social and Economic 
Equity programme, backed by a historic 64 million pounds, 20-year gift by The Atlantic Philanthropies, 
the School‘s largest to date. 
 
 Arab League pledged USD 100 million per month to Palestinian Authority. 
• The Arab League has pledged $100 million per month to the Palestinian Authority (PA) to make up 
for funds withheld by Israel because of payments made to the families of Palestinian attackers and 
prisoners. 
• Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas addressed the Arab League in Cairo, as part of a diplomatic 
effort to rebuff the Trump administration‘s Middle East peace plan. 
Israel collects taxes on behalf of the PA but withheld $138m in transfers in February over Palestinian 
payments to political prisoners jailed for attacks against Israelis. 
In 1967, Israel illegally occupied the eastern half of Jerusalem, as well as the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip - and in 1980, passed a law declaring Jerusalem as the eternal and undivided capital of 
Israel. The Palestinians seek those territories for a future state. 
 
New community in Golan heights to be named after President Trump. 
• Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has announced that he would name a new community in 
theGolan Heights after US President Donald Trump. President Trump has officially recognised the 
disputed area as Israeli territory. 
Israel has also stated that in appreciation of the U.S. president, it intends to name a proposed train 
station near Jerusalem‘s Western Wall after him. Israel captured the Golan from Syria in a 1967 war 
and annexed it, in a move not recognized internationally. 
 
 Russia has successfully tested Akademik Lomonosov. 
• Russia has successfully tested the world‘s first floating nuclear power plant (NPP), Akademik 
Lomonosov. Reactors of the floating atomic block were launched in November 2018.  The tests 
confirmed the operational stability of the main and auxiliary equipment for the plant will be the world‘s 
first fully commercial operational floating nuclear power plant.  All automatic process and control 
systems were tested successfully. 
 
 Amazon posts $1 billion profit for each of first 3 months of 2019. 
• World's richest person Jeff Bezos-led Amazon made profits of over $1 billion a month for the first 
three months with profits totalling $3.6 billion, the company announced. First quarter sales reached 
$59.7 billion, while profits were more than double compared to last year. Amazon cloud, which hosts 
data for Netflix, Airbnb, among others, continued growth with a 41% sales increase. 
 
Naspers to exit MakeMyTrip as China’s Ctrip deepens its shareholding. 
• Following this, Ctrip‘s stake in MakeMyTrip will be approximately 49% along with 4% of total voting 
rights 
• Ctrip and Naspers invested $330 million into MakeMyTrip around two years ago.  
 
Chinese brands take 66% of Indian smartphone market: Report. 
• Chinese smartphone brands captured a record two-thirds of the Indian smartphone market in the 
first quarter of 2019, Counterpoint's Market Monitor research said. China's Xiaomi was on the top with 
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a 29% share while South Korea's Samsung dropped to 23% from 26% last year. Indian brands 
reached their lowest-ever share owing to lack of innovation and slow growth, Counterpoint said. 
 
Donald Trump to withdraw US from Arms Trade Treaty. 
• US President Donald Trump has said he will withdraw the US from the international Arms Trade 
Treaty. The agreement, signed by former US President Barack Obama in 2013, aims to regulate the 
sale of weapons between countries. White House said the treaty "fails to truly address the problem of 
irresponsible arms transfers" because other top arms exporters haven't signed it. 
 
 Ukrainians will reject Putin's passport offer: President-elect. 
• After Russian President Vladimir Putin said his country was considering offering all Ukrainian 
citizens fast-tracked Russian passports, Ukraine's President-elect Volodymyr Zelenskiy said the 
citizens of his country will reject Putin's offer. 
• "We'll provide Ukrainian citizenship [to people] who suffer from authoritarian regimes. In the first 
place, the Russians, who probably suffer most," he added. 
 
SpaceX gets approval to fly internet satellites in low orbit. 
• SpaceX has received approval from the US' Federal Communications Commission for its revised 
plan to launch over 1,500 Starlink internet-beaming satellites into a lower orbit at an altitude of 550 
km.  
• The Elon Musk-led venture plans to launch its first batch of satellites in May. "This approval 
underscores the FCC‘s confidence in SpaceX‘s plans", SpaceX President Gwynne Shotwell said. 
 
2019 Global Food Policy report: Rural revitalisation key to eco growth 
On 27th April 2019, according to the 2019 Global Food Policy Report (GFPR), rural areas continue to 
be in a state of crisis and threatening to slow the progress toward the Sustainable Development 
Goals, global climate targets, and improved food and nutrition security due to hunger, malnutrition, 
poverty, environmental degradation. 
Key points: 
i. The report was prepared by the Washington DC-based International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI). 
ii. Rural transformation and revitalization have been pre-eminent goal of India‘s development efforts 
since independence, according to the report. 
iii. It also point out about the changing consumption patterns due to urbanization, increasing income, 
growing integration of food supply chains and food systems in India which offer new opportunities for 
entrepreneurship and employment in rural areas.  
 
Samsung posts 60% drop in profit, says S10 logged 'solid sales'. 
• Samsung registered a 60% drop in Q1 profit compared to last year, making about $5.3 billion profit 
from January-March 2019. The South Korean company said the earnings were weighed down by 
memory chips and displays, although the new Galaxy S10 smartphone logged solid sales. Samsung 
added its Galaxy Fold launch could be delayed to the "second half of the year". 
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NATIONAL NEWS  
Centre turned down Bengals request for paramilitary forces. 
• The Ministry of Home Affairs has turned down Mamata Banerjee government‘s plea to retain 35 
companies of Central forces, adding up to over 3,000 paramilitary personnel posted in areas that 
were earlier dominated by the outlawed Communist Party of India-Maoist.  
• The State government has since then written to the Ministry to reconsider the decision, noting that 
the move might re-ignite the Maoist problems in the region. In its reply, the Ministry had informed the 
State of its decision to pull out the 35 companies of Central forces and deploy them on election duty 
in other parts of West Bengal. 
 
In a first, Meghalaya polling booths to get ballot papers in braille. 
• For the first time in Meghalaya, braille-enabled ballot papers will be made available at all polling 
booths.  The ballot paper pasted on the EVMs will have the names and symbol of candidates in 
braille alphabets. The move will facilitate more than 800 visually impaired electorates to vote by a 
secret ballot. 
 
ISRO opens its 1st visitors gallery to watch rocket launches. 
• In a first, The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) opened a visitors' gallery with 5,000 
capacity at Andhra Pradesh's Sriharikota island. The gallery has a clear line of sight to two launch 
pads and large screens to explain launcher and satellite features. This comes as ISRO is launching 
defence satellite EMISAT along with 28 foreign satellites on April 1, 2019. 
 
Hump-backed Mahseer, a large freshwater fish added in 'Critically Endangered' list. 
• Hump-backed Mahseer, also called the tiger of the water and found only in the Cauvery river basin 
(including Kerala‘s Pambar, Kabini and Bhavani rivers) - is now ―Critically Endangered‖, as per the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature‘s (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. 
• There are about 16 species of mahseer in India. Maximum length  of fish will be 150 cm and a 
weight of 90 kg. The fish is considered as one of the 229 species from recent Red List which updated 
in November 2018. The threat status of 12 other Indian species, including great hornbills, has 
increased. 
 
Odisha celebrated 84th foundation day on April 1, 2019. 
• The day is also known as ‗Utkal Divas.‘ Odisha was the first State to be formed on linguistic basis in 
1936. Earlier, Odisha was part of Bihar. 
 
India’s defense satellite EMISAT successfully launched by ISRO. 
• The Indian Space Research Organization, ISRO, launched India‘s latest satellite EMISAT and 28 
other smaller satellites of international customers this morning with textbook precision. 
•  The ISRO Telemetry Tracking and Command Network at Bengaluru has assumed control of 
EMISAT satellite after its successful launch. 
• The national space agency‘s workhorse launch vehicle PSLV-C45, carrying the payloads on board, 
lifted off from its spaceport, Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota at 09:27 am. In a little over 17 
minutes, the primary payload EMISAT was ed by the rocket at an altitude of 754 km, as planned.  In 
the coming days, the satellite will be brought to its final operational configuration. 
 
Centre to set up Terror Monitoring Group (TMG) in J&K. 
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• The Union Home Ministry has announced setting up of a Terror Monitoring Group (TMG) to ensure 
synergised and concerted action against terror financing and terror-related activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 
• TMG will act against all registered cases related to terror, terror financing and terror-related activities 
and bring them to a logical conclusion. It will identify all key persons including leaders of the 
organisations who are involved in supporting terrorism in any form and take concerted action against 
them. 
• It will investigate the networks of various channels being used to fund terror and terror-related 
activities and take action to stop the flow of such funds. 
• The seven-member TMG constitutes of members: 
1. Headed by: Jammu and Kashmir additional director general of police (ADGP) 
2. Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
3. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
4. National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
5. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 
6. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) 
7. Jammu and Kashmir police inspector-general 
 
Tata Power, Indraprastha Gas To Offer Integrated Services. 
• Tata Power and Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) signed a memorandum of understanding to set up 
integrated customer services and optimize value for customers. 
• The pact will also cover common safeguard activities of underground assets (pipes and cables) 
including the right of way for activities like maintenance and lying of pipes and cables, routine 
patrolling of under and above ground assets. 
 
Garuda Prakashan launched Modi Again and Saffron Swords. 
• The Indian Publishing company, Garuda Prakashan Private Limited, launched its two books ―#Modi 
Again‖ and ―Saffron Swords – Centuries of Indic Resistance to Invaders‖. 
• #Modi Again: Why Modi is right for India, An Ex-Communist‘s Manifesto‖ authored by Aabhas 
Maldahiyar, states the reasons about how Narendra Modi is right for India. ―Saffron Swords: 
Centuries of Indic Resistance to Invaders‖ written by Manoshi Sinha Rawal is a book on 52 unsung 
warriors of India from last 1300 years. 
 
BESCOM plans to use Solar energy to power electric vehicles. 
• Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (Bescom) is looking to utilise solar energy to power electric 
vehicle charging stations. 
•  The aim is to ensure that clean transport is driven by clean energy.  Karnataka Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited (KPTCL):  
♦ KPTCL is the sole electricity transmission and distribution company in the state of Karnataka. 
 
HCL Completes Acquisition Of Strong-Bridge Envision. 
• IT major HCL Technologies stated that its acquisition of US-based Strong-Bridge Envision has been 
completed.  HCL recently agreed to acquire the Seattle-based company to enhance its digital 
transformation consulting capabilities. According to reports, the deal was worth 45 million dollars. 
 
GST collections set new record in the month of March. 
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• The Finance Ministry said that GST collections have scaled to a record high of Rs.1,06,577 crore in 
March 2019. The revenue collection was Rs.97,247 crore in the month of February. 
• The record revenue collection was attributed to increased compliance and an increase in the 
number of returns filed. Total gross GST revenue collected in March 2019 stood at Rs.1,06,577 crore 
of which Central GST is Rs.20,353 crore, State GST is Rs 27,520 crore, Integrated GST is Rs.50,418 
crore and cess is Rs.8,286 crore. 
• The number of summary sales returns GSTR-3B filed for the month of February up to March 31 
stood at 7.59 million. The monthly average of GST revenue during 2018-19 stood at Rs.98,114 crore 
which is 9.2% higher than the previous fiscal. GST collections for 2018-19. 
 
COMCASA: First secure link between India, US navies set up. 
• India and the US have set up the first ever secure communication link between the Indian Navy & 
US Central as well as Pacific Naval Commands under the COMCASA pact at New Delhi, India. 
• As a result of the implementation of the COMCASA, US has also activated the Selective Availability 
Anti-Spoofing Module GPS system in some of C-130 and C-17 transport aircraft. About COMCASA: 
COMCASA - COMmunications, Compatibility And Security Agreement. 
•  It is the Indo-US military-information sharing pact and was signed at the 2+2 bilateral summit on 6th 
September, 2018. COMCASA is one of the three foundation agreements that need to be signed by a 
country with the United States to share high-end encrypted communication and satellite data.  
 
Phayeng Village of Manipur becomes India’s first carbon-positive settlement 
• A village is given the Carbon-Positive Tag if it sequesters more carbon than it emits, slowing the 
accumulation of greenhouse gases and mitigating the effects of climate change. 
• As part of the carbon-positive village project, Phayeng will receive a grant of Rs10 crore in phases 
to facilitate afforestation in the catchment of river Maklang that flows along the village. 
• Phayeng is a scheduled caste village of the Chakpa community in Imphal West district and its 
conservation efforts are mainly linked to the belief that the forest is a sacred grove. It is surrounded 
by three densely forested hillocks with fruit trees at center and a stream flowing through it. 
 
NIIF and Roadis to set up platform for up to USD 2 billion in road projects. 
• The National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and global transport infrastructure operator 
Roadis are to jointly set up a platform to invest up to $2 billion of equity in road projects in India. The 
platform would target toll-operate-transfer models and acquisitions of existing road 
concessions.  Roadis is a fully owned subsidiary of the Public Sector Pension Investment Board 
which is one of Canada's largest pension funds. 
 
Indian Navy to acquire 6 lethal submarines under Project-75 India at Rs 50,000 crore. 
• Under Project 75-India, the Navy wants to build six conventional diesel-electric submarines which 
would be almost 50 per cent bigger than the under-construction Scorpene class submarines being 
built at the Mazagon Dockyards Limited in Mumbai. The submarines should have the ability to carry 
and launch 18 heavyweight torpedoes in the sea. 
• For the Indian Navy, the Project 75I-class submarine is follow-on of the Project 75 Kalvari-class 
submarines. The submarines will be equipped with heavy-duty firepower as it wants the boats to have 
at least 12 Land Attack Cruise Missiles (LACM) along with Anti-Ship cruise missiles (ASCM). 
 
Paytm Money Receives SEBI Approval To Start Stock Broking Services. 
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• Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) given approval to Paytm Money the investment and 
wealth management platform of the mobile payments company to start offering booking services. It 
had applied for the licence in October 2018. Paytm Money also received membership of NSE and 
BSE.  
 
 Micromax Co-founder unveils Indias first AI-enabled e-motorcycle brand. 
• Rahul Sharma, cofounder of Indian phone maker Micromax, has forayed into the electric vehicle 
space. He has started a new enterprise called Revolt Intellicorp Pvt. Ltd, with plans to launch an 
artificial intelligence (AI) based motorcycle. He has invested between INR 400 Cr - INR 500 Cr in this 
new venture. The proposed AI-enabled motorcycle will have a range of 156.8 km and a top speed of 
85km/hr. The commercial launch of the motorcycle is scheduled in June this year. 
 
BSNL announced a slew of tariff plans for Ugadi. 
• Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) announced a slew of tariff plans as part of its Ugadi offering 
in Hyderabad.  
• It also announced three new pre-paid plans to meet the demand of consumers who want voice-
focussed plans rather than data-heavy ones.   
• BSNL has seen its rise in market share from 10.8% to 11.58%. Its consumers are using 8 TB data 
everyday and 42,600 existing users have shifted to 4G SIM showing the quality of our network and 
service. 
•  Incidentally, BSNL Telangana Circle‘s 4G roll-out plan has eluded Hyderabad so far. 
 
Government sells Rs 1,150 crore worth 'enemy shares' in Wipro. 
• A total of 44.4 million shares, which were held by the Custodian of Enemy Property for India, were 
sold at Rs 259 apiece on the Bombay Stock Exchange. 
•  The buyers were state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), New India Assurance and 
General Insurance Corporation.  
• LIC alone picked up shares worth Rs 1,000 crore. Enemy shares are called so as they were 
originally held by people who migrated to Pakistan or China and are not Indian citizens any longer. 
  
 L&Ts Proposal to Acquire Majority Stake in Mindtree approved by Competition Commission 
of India. 
• Larsen and Toubro (L&T) received the approval to acquire up to 66.15 per cent stake in the 
Bangalore-based IT services firm Mindtree from Competition Commission of India (CCI). Around Rs 
10,800 crore was the estimated total deal value. 
 
A new seller-funding programme named Amazon Wings was launched by Amazon India. 
• A new seller-funding programme named ‗Amazon Wings‘  launched by Amazon India to help the 
small businesses and entrepreneurs to raise funds through the crowd funding platform.  
• Amazon India sellers can use the Ketto‘s platform for a subsidized fee which is around 50 percent to 
initiate fundraisers. With this initiative, the small businesses and entrepreneurs of this platform can 
raise the funds for their business expansion, product development, and foster innovation or 
community development. 
•  They launched a dedicated microsite to feature fundraisers initiated by sellers by which they can 
raise small ticket funds starting from as little as Rs 50,000 by means of crowd-funding through 
multiple individuals. 
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Chennai Central has been renamed as Puratchi Thalaivar Dr M G Ramachandran  Chennai 
Central after Dr. MG Ramachandran. 
• Chennai Central railway station renamed by the Tamil Nadu State Government as Puratchi 
Thalaivar Dr MG Ramachandran Central Railway Station after late Chief Minister Dr. MG 
Ramachandran.  
• Neeraj Sharma, Railway Executive Board Director notified that the change of name would be 
possible provided there should not be any inaugural event as a result of the election code of conduct. 
About Dr. MG Ramachandran Dr. Marudur Gopalan Ramachandran (17 Jan 1917-24 Dec 1987) as 
MG Ramachandran or ‗Makkal Thilagam‘ (since he was a popular figure) was a veteran filmmaker, 
actor and politician.   
• He served for 10 years as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu (1977-1987). MG Ramachandran‘s 
autobiography was posthumously published in 2003 (in two volunes) under the title ‗Naan Yaen 
Piranthaen (Why I was Born)‘. His policies focused on economic growth and social welfare. 
•  He brought in many educational reforms, banned liquor, upgraded the mid-day meal scheme and 
worked for the preservation for the state‘s cultural heritage. For his immense contribution to public 
service, M G Ramachandran was posthumously honoured with Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian 
award, by the Government of India in 1988.  
 
Around 5,000 Naga Konyak women dance set a Guinness World Record in Nagaland 
• In an attempt to set a new Guinness World Records in the category of ‗largest traditional Konyak 
dance display,‘ around 5,000 Konyak community women, all decked up in colorful traditional attire, 
danced to the tune of a ceremonial song at Nagaland, coinciding with the Aoleang festival.  
• The theme of this year‘s Aoleang, also called Mini Hornbill festival, was ‗Empowering women for 
cultural heritage. 
 
INS Shakti, INS Kolkata to take part in Chinese Navys 70th anniversary celebrations. 
• The two ships are scheduled to visit Chinese port of Qingdao from 21 to 26 April to participate in an 
International Fleet Review to celebrate the 70th anniversary of People‘s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy.  
• INS Kolkata is the lead ship of the Kolkata-class stealth guided-missile destroyers of the Indian 
Navy. INS Shakti is tanker and supply ship. Over 60 countries would join the commemorative event 
for the PLA Navy‘s 70th founding anniversary on April 23. 
 
Adani Power receives LoI to acquire KWPCL. 
• Adani Power received a letter of intent (LoI) to acquire debt-laden Korba West Power Company Ltd. 
(KWPCL).   
• The committee of creditors of KWPCL, a company undergoing insolvency resolution process under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, has approved the resolution plan submitted by Adani 
Power.  KWPCL owns and operates a 600 megawatt thermal power plant in Raigarh district in 
Chhattisgarh. 
 
Biannual Army Commanders Conference began in New Delhi. 
• The biannual Army Commanders‘ Conference began in New Delhi for the planning and execution 
process of the Indian Army.  
• Some issues like the management of the extant security dynamics, mitigation of future security 
threats were discussed in this conference.  
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• Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman delivered her opening address at the conference and the 
Chief of the Army Staff chaired the conference. About Defence Ministry Formed: 1776; 243 years 
ago. 
Headquarters: Cabinet Secretariat Raisina Hill, New Delhi. 
 
Guwahati Railway station first to get ISO certification in India. 
• The Guwahati Railway Station has become the first ever railway station in the Indian Railways to get 
an ISO certification from the National Green Tribunal (NGT) for ‗providing passenger amenities in a 
clean and green environment. 
• ‘ ISO certification received by Guwahati Railway Station is ISO-14001, which is for Environment 
Management System as per international norms which were upgraded in 2015. Thus, the station‘s 
certificate reads ISO 14001: 2015. 
 
Tata Sponge Iron Ltd. to acquire Usha Martin Ltd. 
• Tata Sponge Iron Ltd. (TSIL), a Tata Steel subsidiary, has announced the completion of its 
acquisition of the steel business of Usha Martin Ltd. (UML). The acquisition also included UML‘s steel 
business undertaking along with captive power plants. The acquisition also included a cash 
consideration of Rs.4,094 crore payable to UML (after adjustment for negative working capital and 
debt-like items).   
• TSIL is subject to further holdbacks of Rs.640 crore, pending transfer of some of the assets 
including mines and certain land parcels. Tata Steel had announced in a stock exchange disclosure 
on September 22, 2018, the signing of definitive agreements to buy UML‘s steel business. The 
acquisition cost was then pegged at between Rs.4,300 and Rs.4,700 crore.  
• The acquired business comprises a one million tonne per annum (mtpa) alloy-based long products 
making facility in Jamshedpur, an operational iron ore mine, a coal mine under development, and 
captive power plants. UML‘s steel business has a rich mix of carbon steel and alloy steel, catering to 
the automotive sector as well as high-end wire-rod makers.   
• The TSIL board had already approved a plan to finance the buy through an issue of rights share up 
to Rs.1800 crore, external borrowings up to Rs.2500 crore and issue of non-convertible redeemable 
preference shares of Rs.1,000 crore. TSIL is debt-free with free cash reserves of about Rs.670 crore. 
 
India becomes YouTube largest and fastest growing market. 
• India has become YouTube‘s largest and fastest growing market with 265 million Indians watching 
the video-sharing website every month. In the last year, YouTube‘s consumption on mobile has 
increased to 85%, with 60% of the watch time coming from outside the six largest metros in India.  
• Today, YouTube creators have become effective storytellers, with more than 1,200 Indian creators 
crossing the million subscriber-milestones, compared to five years ago, when there were only two 
creators.  
 
Indian Railways creates record; Free WiFi at 500 rail stations in 7 days. 
• Modi government‘s ‗Digital India‘ initiative, RailTel, which is a mini ratna CPSU (Central Public 
Sector Undertaking) under the Ministry of Railways has provided free high-speed WiFi service to as 
many as 500 stations in a short period of seven days with ‗RailWire‘. RailTel has also tied up with 
Tata Trust for providing free WiFi at 4,791 B, C, D and E category railway stations. 
•  Recently, Northern Railways‘ Sahibabad station has become the 1500th railway station in India to 
get the free Wi-Fi facility. The free Wi-Fi project was initiated from Mumbai Central railway station. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulates Maldives President Solih for his partys landslide 
victory. 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi personally called Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to 
congratulate him on his party‘s exceptionally strong performance in the Maldives Majlis elections of 
2019, in which the Maldives‘ Democratic Party secured 65 of 87 seats, and won a landslide 
supermajority in parliament.  
• He further conveyed his full confidence that the Maldives Government can deliver on their promises 
towards the Maldivian people in the upcoming five years, and that the Indian Government will always 
stand ready to be of assistance to the Maldives. 
 
CBDT detects unaccounted cash collection racket of Rs 281 crore in Madhya Pradesh. 
• Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) searches in Madhya Pradesh by Delhi Directorate of Income 
Tax have detected widespread and well-organised racket for the collection of unaccounted cash of 
about 281 crore rupees through various persons.   
• The department has also detected a trail of 20 crore rupees suspect cash allegedly being moved to 
the headquarters of a major political party in Delhi from the house of an important person.  
• The CBDT identified neither the political party nor the senior functionary. It added that records of 
collection and disbursement of cash in the form of handwritten diaries, computer files and excel 
sheets were found and seized and it corroborates the above findings.  
• The several unaccounted and benami properties at posh locations in Delhi have also been detected. 
 
Dream11 became Indias first billion-dollar gaming Startup. 
• Mumbai-based Dream11 has become India's first gaming unicorn or billion-dollar startup with an 
investment from Steadview Capital. Apart from Steadview Capital, Kalaari Capital, Think Investments, 
Multiples Equity and Tencent investments collectively put Dream11‘s total evaluation beyond $1 
billion.  
• The investment by Hong Kong and London-based Steadview Capital comes about eight months 
after Dream 11 sealed a $100 million equity financing round led by Tencent, which is world's fifth-
largest internet company.  
 
India’s gold reserves increased in February. 
• The World Gold Council (WGC) said that India has marginally increased its gold holding to 1.7 
tonnes in February while maintaining the tenth position among countries in terms of yellow metal 
reserves.  
• India added 1.7 tonnes in February while most other countries, except Russia and China, had their 
reserves unchanged in the recent past.  
• As per WGC, India had total gold reserves of 608.7 tonnes in February, marginally up from the 
previous month‘s holding of 607 tonnes. 
 
IIT Madras ties up with GE to set up Indias first Cold Spray SMART Lab. 
• American conglomerate, General Electric in association with IIT-Madras, established India‘s first 
‗Cold Spray‘ SMART (Surface Modification and Additive Research Technologies) Laboratory in the 
institution thereby IIT-M became the only academic institution with High-Pressure Cold Spray(HPCS) 
facility in India.  
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• The High-Pressure Cold Spray machinery carried from Plasma Giken, Japan. GE India Technology 
Centre CEO Alok Nanda and IIT Madras Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi inaugurated the laboratory on 
5th April 2019. 
 
PFS in a joint venture with USICEF finances solar projects in India. 
• PTC India Financial Services (PFS) an Infrastructure finance company partnered with (USICEF) the 
US-India Clean Energy Finance to leverage funds for solar projects in India. PFS Managing Director 
and CEO Pawan Singh stated that this innovative venture can contribute to achieve India‘s distributed 
energy target of 40 GW (gigawatt) by 2022.  
• Climate Policy Initiative (CPI) manages USICEF that was founded in partnership with the Indian 
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, OPIC(Overseas Private Investment Corporation), IREDA 
(Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd.) and leading U.S. Foundations in 2017. 
 
India-Singapore Joint Military Exercise Bold Kurukshetra2019. 
• Military forces of India and Singapore to participate in a joint exercise in Babina Cantonment in 
Jhansi.  The three-day exercise, ‗Bold Kurukshetra–2019‘, conducted to develop military technology, 
boost maritime security and bolster the nations‘ fight against terrorism.  
• The two countries signed a cooperation agreement to strengthen the defence ties between Indian 
Military and Singapore Armed Forces in November. About Singapore  President: Halimah Yacob 
Prime Minister:  
• Lee Hsien Loong Deputy Prime Ministers: Teo Chee Hean Tharman  Capital: Singapore    
 
 Arappor Iyakkam launched the Arappor App. 
• Arappor Iyakkam launched the Arappor App, which is available free on Google Playstore, offering 
details of all candidates contesting in the Lok Sabha elections in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. The 
app is aimed at creating awareness among the people about the candidates in their constituencies.  
• This is an effort to make people aware of the choices they have before they go to vote on April 18.  
• This information is based on the declaration by the candidates in their affidavits. It is expected that 
all voters should use this app to know the details of candidates in their constituency.  
• The details include educational background, profession, annual income in the last five years, asset, 
liabilities, and details of criminal cases pending against them.  
• The app can be downloaded on any android mobile from the link http://bit.ly/KnowYourCandidates-
Arappor in both English and Tamil. It has been presented in a simple app. It will soon be updated with 
information on the by elections for Assembly constituencies. 
 
Government clears procurement of 464 T-90 tanks from Russia. 
• Amid increased tensions with Pakistan, the Central government has cleared the procurement of 464 
T-90 tanks from Russia in a deal worth over Rs 13,500 crore. 
•  Under the new deal, the tanks would be provided to the Armoured Corps of the force which will use 
them for deployment along the border with Pakistan.  
• The deal would increase the number of T-90s in the Army to close to 2,000 along with the remaining 
T-72 and T-55s. The Indian Army had first purchased T-90 tanks in 2001 when 310 units were 
ordered.  
• The Indian Army is projected to have a force of over 1,600 T-90 tanks by 2020. The army is also 
looking to develop new tanks under the Futuristic Main Battle Tank project. The Army also operates 



                                                                                        www.toprankers.com 
 

                                      
22 
 

two regiments of the Arjun Mark 1 tanks, which are mainly used in the desert terrain due to their 
weight. 
 
Dost Education win the Next Billion Edtech Prize. 
• India's education technology startup 'Dost Education' has bagged a $25,000 Next Billion Edtech 
Prize 2019.  
• Two other startups, Ubongo (Tanzania) and PraxiLabs (Egypt), also won the award. Dost Education 
was awarded for its ability to empower parents to take charge of their child's early education by 
creating short, friendly audio content that is sent to them via their mobile phones.  
• Because of this app low-income families need no longer send their children to primary school behind 
and without a chance to catch up. 
 
President Ram Nath Kovind launched Veer Parivar App. 
• On April 9th, the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated its 54th Valour Day (Shaurya 
Diwas). On the occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind launched 'Veer Parivar App', a mobile 
application for families of CRPF personnel killed in the line of duty.  
About the Veer Parivar App:  
♦ The App is an interface between the CRPF authorities and the next of kin of the slain personnel. It 
will be installed securely on the phones of the slain personnel families and will not be available in the 
app stores.  
♦ The app will provide assistance to the families of the martyred CRPF personnel with regard to 
issuance of ex gratia, pension benefits etc. The app will also provide all the necessary information 
regarding the welfare schemes introduced for them by the government.  
♦ The App will provide assistance to the families on a real-time basis and the CRPF authorities will 
respond to the issues raised by the members of the families of the slain personnel. 54th Valour Day 
or Shaurya Diwas:  
♦ The CRPF celebrates 9 April as Shaurya Diwas or Valour Day to commemorate the defence of the 
Sardar Post in the Rann of Kutch at the onset of the India-Pakistan War of 1965.  
♦ In the intervening night of 8 and 9 April 1965, nearly 3500 men from the 51st Infantry of Pakistani 
Army invaded India at Sardar Post. The Pakistani Army comprised 18 Punjab battalion, 8 Frontier 
Rifles, and 6 Baluch battalion. Their mission was to capture the Indian territory defended by Sardar 
Post.  
♦ The post was guarded by two battalions of CRPF, roughly 150 soldiers. Compared to the Pakistani 
Army, the CRPF soldiers were no match in terms of an arsenal. Additionally, the terrain was 
disadvantageous for the defending forces.  
♦ A fight ensued in which the Pakistani Army made three attempts to overrun the post. The battle 
lasted for 12 hours. In the end, the Pakistani Army fled the battleground leaving behind 34 of their 
men dead and CRPF lost six of its brave soldiers. Ever since the day has been celebrated by the 
CRPF as the Valour Day or Shaurya Diwas. 
 
India's population grew at 1.2 percent between 2010-19: UN report. 
• According to United Nations Population Fund‘s (UNFP) State of World Population 2019 report, 
India‘s population grew at an average annual rate of 1.2% between 2010 and 2019 to 1.36 billion, 
more than double the annual growth rate of China.  
• India‘s population in 2019 stood at 1.36 billion, growing from 942.2 million in 1994 and 541.5 million 
in 1969. China‘s population grew at an average annual rate of 0.5% between 2010 and 2019.  
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• In comparison, China‘s population stood at 1.42 billion in 2019, growing from 1.23 billion in 1994 
and 803.6 million in 1969. In India, total fertility rate per woman was 5.6 in 1969, dropping to 2.3 in 
2019. India also recorded an improvement in life expectancy at birth. 
 
 Indian Railways unrolls new quota for foreigners and NRIs to book tickets. 
• Indian Railways is one of the leading railway systems in the world. With new enthusiasm, Indian 
Railways introducing new schemes for the betterment of services and exciting plans. 
• Indian Railways lifted restrictions so that now Foreigners and NRIs can book tickets in all classes. 
The foreign tourists who travel in Indian trains are allowed to book tickets in the first AC, second AC 
and executive classes through IRCTC website up to 365 days in advance. 
• Under the FTQ category, the Railways has allocated four berths per coach in a sleeper and 3rd AC 
classes while seats have been parked per coach in chair car classes. 
 
Nizamabad Lok Sabha Seat May Enter Guinness Book With Record EVMs. 
• Nizamabad Lok Sabha constituency in Telangana, which went to elections, may well get into the 
Guiness Book of World Record for the use of largest number of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).  
• With a high number of 185 candidates, including 178 farmers, in the contest, the Election 
Commission (EC) used 12 EVMs in each booth in the constituency. In any constituency, usually one 
or maximum four EVMs are used with one control unit in each booth, but in Nizamabad, 12 EVMs 
were linked to one control unit and the constituency has 1,778 polling centres. 
• The EC used M3 type EVMs which can support up to 24 BUs (ballot Units). Each BU will have 24 
names. Besides, large number of BUs, the EC used 2,200 Control Units and about 2,600 VVPATs for 
Nizamabad Constituency. 
• This new version of EVMs was developed by the Electronics Corp of India Ltd (ECIL) and Bharat 
Electronics Ltd (BEL). 
 
 Apollo Hospitals launched an advanced centre for movement disorders. 
• On World Parkinson‘s Day,11th April, Apollo Hospitals launched an advanced centre for movement 
disorders in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
•  It will offer medical and surgical treatment for patients affected by various movement disorders 
including Parkinson‘s Disease. 
• The centre would offer Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) surgeries and other services to treat a wide 
spectrum of diseases such as Parkinson‘s Disease, cerebral palsy, dystonia, essential tremor, and 
intractable spasticity dyskinesia. 
• Tremors, mainly on one side of the body, is the first manifestation of Parkinson‘s disease. 
• The initial management requires multidisciplinary care including physiotherapy, neurological 
support, psychiatric counselling, and nutrition. Surgery could be considered when the symptoms 
cannot be adequately controlled by medical management. 
• The centre would offer DBS in which electrodes are implanted in the brain. 
 
Essel World launched an interactive bird park in Gorai. 
• Essel World launched an interactive bird park in Gorai, Mumbai, Maharashtra. The first-of-its-kind 
rainforest-themed park spread across 1.4 acres is home to over 500 exotic birds from more than 60 
species. 



                                                                                        www.toprankers.com 
 

                                      
24 
 

• The main motive is to set up a bird park that meets international standards and let the city dwellers 
peep into the birds‘ world. The park is carefully designed to ensure appropriate living conditions for 
the birds. 
• It is meant not only for entertainment but also to spread awareness of different types of birds.  
• The park is equipped with small ponds for aquatic birds, dense cover of trees for birds to incubate 
their eggs and a water stream that offers drinking water to birds. It also houses a special bird‘s 
kitchen and healthcare centre. 
 
IMF cut India growth forecast for 2019-20 to 7.3 per cent. 
• According to the latest edition of World Economic Outlook (WEO), released by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) during 2019 Spring Meeting, India is expected to grow at 7.3 per cent in fiscal 
year 2019-20, as against China's 6.6 per cent. 
• This is 20 basis points lower than January outlook and 10 basis points lower than October‘s 
forecast. 
• Though the growth is estimated to go up at 7.5% during 2020-21. India‘s Current account deficit is 
seen at around 2.5% of GDP. 
• Global growth fell to 3.6% in 2018 and is projected to decline further to 3.3% in 2019. China is 
forecast to grow 6.3% in 2019 and 6.1% in 2020. 
 
 Rotary Club of Madras North initiated Project Kannamma. 
• Project Kannamma is the initiative of the Rotary Club of Madras North to provide sanitary napkins to 
the students.   
• Project Kannamma:   
♦ It was started in August of 2018 by providing free, biodegradable sanitary napkins to 82 students at 
the Government High School in Uthandi of Tamil Nadu  
♦ Under the Project Kannamma, sanitary napkins are provided to over 300 students from across 
Government Schools in and around Chennai today   
♦ The sanitary napkins are provided by the Irula Tribal Women's Welfare Society (ITWWS)  
♦ The project is also supporting the livelihood of the Irula Tribal Women   
♦ If the group sells 15,000 pads per month, it can sustain the families of 12 tribal women. 
 
India’s 1st indigenously made long-range missile Nirbhay successfully test fired 
• Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test fired the India‘s first 
indigenously designed and developed long-range sub-sonic cruise missile 'Nirbhay' from a test range 
in Odisha‘s Chandipur.  
• 'Nirbhay' is designed to carry conventional and 300-kilogram  nuclear warheads. The missile weighs 
1,500 kg, width of 0.52 meters and has a wingspan of 2.7 metre. It is all-weather missile and can be 
launched from multiple platforms. It also has the capability to strike land targets at a distance of up to 
1,000 kilometers.  
• It has the ability to fly at low altitudes in order to avoid detection by enemy radar. The missile is 
armed with a Ring Laser Gyroscope (RLG) based guidance, control and navigation system. It is also 
equipped with a MEMS-based Inertial Navigation System (INS) and the GPS system.  
• The organisation had conducted five trials since 2013 before this. The last successful trial of 
‗Nirbhay‘ cruise missile was conducted on November 7, 2017.  
 
Centre sets up an Indo Pacific division. 
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• The Ministry of External Affairs has set up an Indo-Pacific division in the foreign office. The Indo-
pacific division is intended to give a coherent architecture to theIndo-Pacific policy. The policy was 
articulated by PM Narendra Modi at the Shangri-La Dialogue in 2018. In India, the policy will be run 
by the MEA.  
About Indo-Pacific Wing: 
• The Indo-Pacific Wing is currently headed by joint secretary Vikram Doraiswami 
• The Indo-Pacific Wing will integrate the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), ASEAN region and 
the Quad  
• The Indo-Pacific Wing is expected to give thrust to the Indo-Pacific centred policymaking  
• The US has recently renamed its Pacific Command to the Indo-Pacific Command as it seeks to give 
teeth to its Indo-Pacific policy 
• In its Indo-Pacific diplomacy, India has repeatedly placed ASEAN at the centre of its policy 
 
India turns to net steel importer in Fiscal year 2018-2019. 
• India became a net importer of steel in the fiscal year 2018-2019 that ended on 31 March for the first 
time in 3 years, as the 25% import duty on steel products imposed by the US diverted supplementary 
supplies to India. 
• India‘s steel imports increased by 4.7% to 7.84 million tonnes in 2018-19 from 7.48 million tonnes a 
year earlier. 
• Exports fell by 34% to 6.36 million tonnes from 9.62 million tonnes over. 
 
 Indian Navy-Vietnam People's Navy Bilateral Exercise Concludes. 
• The Indian Navy undertook the second edition of the bilateral maritime exercise between the Indian 
Navy and Vietnam Peoples‘ Navy, (IN – VPN BILAT EX) at/ off Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam.  
• The exercise was undertaken as a part of the ongoing Overseas Deployment of Eastern Fleet ships 
to South East Asian countries. About Indian Navy Founded: 1612 Country: India Type: Navy Colours: 
Navy blue, white. 
 
Jet Airways sought Rs.400 crore infusion to avert shutdown. 
• The Jet Airways board authorised its management, headed by chief executive officer Vinay Dube, to 
engage with lenders to secure at least a few hundred crore rupeesof interim funding to continue 
operations till a new owner comes on board. The board also authorised the CEO to take the final call 
on the airline‘s operations. 
• Armed with this, the CEO approached the lenders to releaseRs.400 crore for the sake of the 
employees and to prevent a shutdown. Jet requires at least Rs.1,000 crore to meet its immediate 
needs. 
• In view of the critical liquidity position of the company, its operations have been severely impacted. It 
is awaiting emergency liquidity support from the consortium of domestic lenders led by the State Bank 
of India. 
 
Norway topped and India ranked 140th in World Press Freedom Index 2019. 
• Norway is ranked first in the World Press Freedom Index 2019 for the third year running while 
Finland (up two places) has taken second place from the Netherlands (down one at 4th). 
• India dropped two places to be ranked 140th out of 180 countries in the global press freedom index 
analysis. 
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• Violence against journalists – including police violence, attacks by Maoist fighters and reprisals by 
criminal groups or corrupt politicians – is one of the most striking characteristics of the current state of 
press freedom in India. 
• At least six Indian journalists were killed in connection with their work in 2018. 
Turkmenistan (down two at 180th) is now last in the World Press Freedom Index 2019. 
• The index is released by Reporters Without Borders. 
Top 5 countries in World Press Freedom Index 2019 
Rank   Country 
1st       Norway 
2nd      Finland 
3rd       Sweden 
4th       Netherlands 
5th       Denmark 
Bottom 5 countries in World Press Freedom Index 2019 
Rank   Country 
176th   Vietnam  
177th   China 
178th   Eritrea 
179th   North Korea 
180th   Turkmenistan 
 
INS Shakti, INS Kolkata to take part in Chinese Navys 70th anniversary celebrations. 
•   The two Indian Navy Ships (INS) are scheduled to visit Chinese port of Qingdao from 21 to 26 April 
to participate in an International Fleet Review to celebrate the 70th anniversary of People‘s Liberation 
Army (PLA) Navy. 
•  INS Kolkata is the lead ship of the Kolkata-class stealth guided-missile destroyers of the Indian 
Navy. 
•  INS Shakti is tanker and supply ship. 
•  Over 60 countries would join the commemorative event for the PLA Navy‘s 70th founding 
anniversary on April 23. 
 
Top IT firms under threat of cyberattack 
• India‘s leading tech players may be under serious threat from cybercriminals according to 
cybersecurity investigation website KrebsOnSecurity.com. 
The website is run by former Washington Post staffer and cybersecurity writer, Brian Krebs. 
• A fresh post on the website on Friday said the criminals responsible for launching phishing 
campaigns that netted dozens of employees and more than 100 computer systems last month at 
Wipro, 
• India's third-largest IT outsourcing firm, also appear to have targeted a number of other competing 
providers including Infosys and Cognizant, as per new evidence available with the website. 
 
Cipla chairman Hamied receives UK Royal Society honour 
• Prominent scientist and businessman Yusuf Hamied is among a host of Indian-origin experts 
honoured in the 2019 list of new fellows of the UK's Royal Society. 
• He is known for his effort to produce low-cost drugs to treat diabetes, cancer and other diseases. 
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• The Royal Society is an independent scientific academy of the UK and the Commonwealth, 
dedicated to promoting excellence in science. 
His honorary fellowship of the world's oldest scientific academy came alongside 51 new fellows and 
10 new foreign members as part of the 2019 cohort. 
 
 Navy launched guided missile destroyer INS Imphal under project 15B. 
• Indian Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba launched the third ship of Project 15B, a guided missile 
destroyer Imphal, at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, Mumbai. 
• The launch weighs 3,037 tonnes. 
• Project 15B ships have been designed indigenously by the Indian Navy‘s Directorate of Naval 
Design. Each ship spans 163 metres in length and 17.4 metres at beam and displaces 7,300 tonnes. 
These ships will be propelled by four gas turbines to achieve speed in excess of 30 knots. 
P15B ships will be equipped to carry and operate two multiple role helicopters. 
• The contract for the construction of four Project 15B destroyers was signed in 2011. The first ship 
was named INS Visakhapatnam (launched in April 2015) and the second was named INS Mormugao 
(launched in September 2016). 
 
Reliance retail became 1st Indian retail company to cross Rs 1 lakh crore in annual revenues. 
• The retail venture of Reliance Industries reported an income of Rs 1,30,556 crore for 2018-19, 89% 
more than the previous year‘s Rs 69,198 crore, the company. 
• Notably, Reliance Retail is the only Indian retailer to be in the top 100 global retailers list and the 6th 
fastest growing retailer globally as per the Global powers of retailing 2019, Deloitte. 
• Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Retail also became the first Indian retailer to cross more than 10,000 
stores. It operates 10,415 retail stores in more than 6,600 cities and towns, covering an area of over 
22 million sq ft, as on March 31. 
• For FY19, Reliance Retail added 81 new stores in the grocery consumption basket, taking the total 
count to 612 Reliance Fresh, SMART and Reliance Market stores as on March 31, 2019. 
During the year, Reliance Retail opened 76 new Digital stores, 2,219 Jio stores. It operates more than 
8,000 Digital and Jio stores as of March 31. 
Compared to that, Future Group, the second biggest retail enterprise in the country, operates about 
2,200 outlets nationwide with about Rs 35,000 crore of annual consolidated revenues. 
 
 India Ranks 17th In Global Startup Ecosystem. 
• According to data released by StartupBlink, India moved up to 17th position in 2018 from 37th spot 
last year in the Startup Ecosystem Ranking for 2019. 
The top three spots remained unchanged with the United States, United Kingdom and Canada 
• The cities with the most vibrant startup ecosystems in India are Bangalore, New Delhi and Mumbai. 
• India ranks 17 globally among 100 countries, based on the strength of its startup ecosystem, 
according to StartupBlink, which tracks startup ecosystems on a number of parameters. 
• It used data from startups, accelerators and co-working spaces registered on its platforms as well as 
data received from global partners such as Crunchbase and SimilarWeb. 
 
India ranks 19th in Index of Cancer Preparedness. 
• The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released the 2019 Index of Cancer Preparedness (ICP) in 
which India's overall rank is 19th out of 28 countries, with a score of 64.9. 
• Index of Cancer Preparedness (ICP) 2019: 
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Australia tops the ICP, followed by the Netherlands and Germany. 
Saudi Arabia, Romania, and Egypt are at the bottom in Index. 
The ICP explores the issue of cancer preparedness through three broad domains: 
• policy and planning; 
• care delivery; 
• health systems and governance. 
• India and ICP: 
India ranks 17th in cancer policy and planning, but it has a relatively high score of 80.8. 
India ranked first for research and third for tobacco control in ICP. 
In its delivery of cancer care, India ranks 20th with a score of 61.3. 
With a score of 40.3, India‘s healthcare system ranks 25th in the index, above only Saudi Arabia, 
Kenya, Egypt. 
• Cancer: 
Cancer is the second leading cause of death globally and is estimated to account for 9.6 million death 
in 2018. 
World Cancer Day is observed on 4th February every year. 
 
FAME II scheme has made compulsory for electric vehicles to feature 50% localisation for 
receiving subsidies. 
• he government notified the second phase of the FAME India scheme with a Rs 10,000-crore outlay 
to encourage adoption of electric and hybrid vehicles. 
• Under the second phase of the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in India 
(FAME-II) scheme, 10 lakh registered electric two-wheelers with a maximum ex-factory price will be 
eligible to avail incentive of Rs 20,000 each. 
It will also support 5 lakh e-rickshaws having ex-factory price of up to Rs 5 lakh with an incentive of 
Rs 50,000 each. 
• FAME-II will offer an incentive of Rs 1.5 lakh each to 35,000 electric four-wheelers with an ex-
factory price of up to Rs 15 lakh, and incentive of Rs 13,000 each to 20,000 strong hybrid four-
wheelers with ex-factory price of up to Rs 15 lakh. 
It will support 7,090 e-buses with an incentive of up to Rs 50 lakh each having an ex-factory price of 
up to Rs 2 crore. 
 
 Money Loji launches App that offers loans for salaried professionals. 
• A modern money lending platform named Money Loji launched an application which offers loan to 
salaried professionals within 5 minutes with flexible repayment options starting from 7 days to a 
maximum of 90 days. 
• It follows a three-step process which are an application, approval, and disbursement and the app 
requires the users to upload an identity proof, an address proof, last 3 months bank statement 
alongside the salary slips. 
• The eligibility criteria to avail this benefit are the minimum in-hand salary of Rs 20,000 per month 
and a minimum age of 23 years. 
• It not only ensures security but also reduces the chances of data misuse backed by world-class 
security protocols to encrypt all the data. 
 
First Indian Platform for Wholesale Cryptocurrency Trading has introduced by BuyUcoin. 
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• BuyUcoin, second oldest Cryptocurrency Exchange Company in India introduced a new and unique 
platform for wholesale cryptocurrency trading.  
• This platform works on ‗free trading model‘ which means it charges zero free on any trade.  
• This wholesale platform also known as OTC (Over-the-counter) Desk allows users to trade on a 
large scale with low price fluctuations. 
• This new platform will help to improve the problem of liquidity of cryptocurrency in Indian market.  
 
Kotak Mahindra Bank becomes the first Destination Bank to launch debit card based e-
mandates On NPCIs E-Mandate API Platform. 
• Kotak Mahindra Bank is the first debit card based authentication solution on NPCI‘s (National 
Payments Corporation of India) e-Mandate (electronic mandate) API (Application Program Interface) 
platform first ever Destination Bank to go live with both Net Banking and Debit Card-based e-mandate 
authentication. 
• The main objective of this initiative is to enable Kotak customers to create electronic mandates 
(similar to the former eNACH with Aadhaar + OTP) (eNACH- Electronic National Automated Clearing 
House; OTP- One Time Password) via both debit card and net banking provision. 
• As API based e-mandates are customer-friendly, fast, frictionless and paperless, the initiative would 
help in making its customers‘ lives hassle free for handling recurring payments. 
 
India ranked 17th in the StartupBlink report. 
• StartupBlink has ranked 100 countries for startup environment of countries globally. The rankings 
were based on the data from over 61,000 startups, more than 500 accelerators, and over 1,400 
coworking spaces registered on its platform along with data gathered from its global partners 
including Crunchbase, SimilarWeb, etc. The rankings were based on the impact startups have been 
able to make in the country, how many startups and support organizations are there such as 
accelerators, coworking spaces, startup events along with technology infrastructure, red tape, 
bureaucracy, etc. 
• StartupBlink Report: 
India was ranked 17th in the rankings. India has climbed 20 spots, rank 37, from the previous ranking. 
The challenge before India is to improve the overall quality of startups and increase the number of 
unicorns than currently exist. The US ranked first. It is followed by the UK, Canada, Israel, and 
Australia. China was ranked 27th. Estonia ranked 13th, Ireland ranked 14th, and Germany ranked 9th 
and are ahead of India for their startup ecosystems. 
In the ranking of cities, Bengaluru stood at 11, New Delhi at 18 and Mumbai at 29. San Francisco 
Bay, New York, London, Los Angeles, and Boston topped the ranking among the cities. 
 
Uber lowers valuation as rival Lyft shares fall after IPO: Reports. 
• Uber is aiming for a valuation of $80-90 billion in its Initial Public Offering (IPO), less than its 
previous expectations of $90-100 billion, Bloomberg reported. This reportedly comes as Uber's US 
rival Lyft witnessed a "disappointing debut" and substantial fall in shares, the Wall Street Journal 
reported. Lyft was valued at $24.3 billion in first ride-hailing IPO in March. 
 
India’s crude oil production falls for seventh straight year. 
• India's domestic crude oil production plunged over 4% in 2018-19, registering its seventh 
consecutive yearly fall. India produced 34.2 million tonnes of crude oil in FY19, down from 35.7 
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million tonnes in the previous year, according to data released by the government. Fields of state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and Oil India missed production targets. 
 
Hero MotoCorp Q4 net dips over 24% to ₹730 crore. 
• The company sold 78,20,745 units in 2018-19 as compared with 75,87,154 units in 2017-18 
• The company's board recommended a final dividend of ₹32 per equity share of ₹2 each (1,600%) 
for 2018-19. 
About 200 US companies seeking to move manufacturing base from China to India: Report. 
• US companies are planning to set up an alternative to China by investing in India, said USISPF 
• USISPF‘s recommendation to the new government would be to accelerate the reforms and bring 
transparency 
 
Uber is set to hit the road for the year’s biggest IPO. 
• Over the past decade, Uber Technologies Inc. proved itself to be one of the most prolific young 
fundraisers ever. It pulled together more than $20 billion from private investors. After burning through 
more than half that amount in just the last three years, Uber will soon see whether it can recreate that 
magic on the stock market. 
 
India hikes wheat import duty to 40% to support local farmers. 
• The government on Friday said it has raised import duty on wheat to 40% from 30% in a bid to 
support local farmers. Indian flour millers imported 1.65 million tonnes of wheat in 2017-18 fiscal year, 
down from 5.7 million tonnes the year before. India's wheat production is estimated to rise by 2% in 
2018-19 to record 99.12 million tonnes. 
 
Govt may ban Deloitte for 5 yrs over alleged IL&FS misconduct: Report. 
• The government may reportedly invoke Section 140(5) of the Companies Act to ban Deloitte for five 
years over its alleged malpractice in the IL&FS audit.  
• If this happens, it'd be the second such case after Price Waterhouse (PW) was banned in Satyam 
scam.  
• In 2018, SEBI banned PW from auditing listed companies and market intermediaries for two years. 
 
120 startups got patents since 2016 under expedited process: Govt.• Up to 120 of 450 startups 
have been granted patents under the expedited examination facility since its introduction in 2016, PTI 
quoted a government official as saying.  
• Under the facility, 1,021 applications were received and 351 patents were granted.  
• The official added the time for first examination of trademarks' applications was reduced to about 
one month from 13 months, earlier. 
 
With 1.5 mn orders a month on cycles, Swiggy pedals towards eco-friendly delivery. 
• Swiggy has a fleet of over 1.7 lakh delivery partners in more than 120 cities 
• With the future heading towards more eco-friendly modes of transport, cycle and EV logistics will be 
the next game changer, Srivats TS of Swiggy said. 
 
Cyclone Fani expected to intensify into very severe cyclonic storm 
•  Cyclone Fani is expected to intensify into a very severe cyclonic storm and will continue to move 
North West and change its path to North East.  
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•  According to the MeT department, Cyclone Fani‘s landfall over Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh is 
ruled out.  
•  However, the possibility of landfall in Odisha is under continuous watch. 
•  Prime Minister Narendra Modi directed officials to take preventive measures to deal with Cyclone 
Fani.  
•  The National Disaster Response Force and Indian Coast Guard have been put on high and placed 
at the disposal of State Government Authorities.  
 
Air India flights delayed due to software shutdown 
•  Around 135 flights of Air India were delayed on April 28, 2019 due to the ripple effect of the 
shutdown of its software.  
•  These flights were delayed by an average of 197 minutes.  
•  The services of Air India flights normalised by April 29, 2019. 
•  Thousands of passengers had a harrowing time at airports across the world. 
 
3,000-kg garbage collected from Mt. Everest 
•  A total of 3,000 kg of solid waste has been collected from Mt. Everest since the launch of an 
ambitious clean-up campaign in Nepal on April 14, 2019.  
•  The campaign is aimed at bringing back tonnes of trash from the world‘s highest peak Mt. Everest. 
•  The ‗Everest Cleaning Campaign‘, led by Solukhumbu district‘s Khumbu Pasanglhamu Rural 
Municipality, aims to collect nearly 10000 kgs of garbage from Mt. Everest. 
•  Of the 3,000 kg garbage collected, 2000 kg was sent to Okhaldhunga while the remaining 1000 kg 
were brought to Kathmandu using Nepali Army helicopters for disposal.  
 
MakeMyTrip parent acquires majority stake in Quest2Travel. 
• MakeMyTrip Ltd, which owns and operates MakeMyTrip, Goibibo and redBus, has acquired a 
majority stake in web-based corporate travel management company 'Quest2Travel'. Founded in 
2000, Mumbai-based Quest2Travel counts Tata Motors among its customers. MakeMyTrip Group 
CEO Deep Kalra said, "With this investment we are making a decisive foray into providing travel 
solutions for corporate customers". 
 
India beats China as Asia's top fintech funding hub in Q1: Report. 
• India was the top Asian market for VC-backed fintech funding in Q1 of 2019 with $286 million in 
funding, beating China which recorded $192 million, as per CB Insights. Both countries recorded 29 
deals, a decrease for China which recorded 76 deals three quarters ago. The report suggested 
tightened regulation around online lending in China may have caused the drop. 
 
Kolkata's speech recognition platform Mihup raises Rs. 12.5 cr. 
• Kolkata-based AI-enabled speech recognition platform for vernacular languages, Mihup, has raised 
Rs.12.5 crore in Series A funding round from Accel Partners and Ideaspring Capital. In 2016, Mihup 
had secured over Rs. 45 crore seed funding from Accel Partners. Founded by Biplab Chakraborty, 
Sandipan Chattopadhyay, Sandipan Mandal, and Tapan Barman, Mihup offers services in Hindi, 
English, and Bengali. 
 
NTPC to raise Rs. 3,000 crore via bonds on Friday. 
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• The proceeds will be utilised to meet capital expenditure requirements, working capital needs, 
existing loans refinancing and other general corporate requirements 
• The bonds are proposed to be listed on both the National Stock Exchange and the BSE. 
 
Zomato to launch 20 Hyperpure warehouses in 18 cities by next year. 
• For now, Zomato will scale the warehouses in the top metros before moving to smaller cities 
• Zomato opened its second Hyperpure warehouse on Monday in New Delhi.  
 
 

BANKS AND ECONOMICS 
KIIFB raised Rs.2,150 crore via masala bonds. 
• Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB), a State government agency, said it has raised 
Rs.2,150 crore through its masala bond issue. 
• This is not just the first-ever offshore capital market issuance from a State-level entity from India but 
also the largest dual currency issue by a sub-sovereign backed entity from emerging markets and 
Asia. The issue saw strong participation from investors. 
 
RBI announced branches of Vijaya, Dena Bank to function as BoB outlets. 
• Reserve Bank of India said that the branches of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank will function as Bank of 
Baroda (BoB) outlets from April 1. This is after the amalgamation of the two lenders with Bank of 
Baroda (BoB).  
•The merger will be effective from April 1, 2019. Customers, including depositors of Vijaya Bank and 
Dena Bank, will be treated as customers of BoB with effect from April1. 
 
Reserve Bank of India to inject USD 5 billion more liquidity into banking system 
• Reserve Bank of India injects long-term liquidity worth USD 5 billion into the banking system through 
a dollar-rupee buy-sell swap for a tenure of three years on April 23, the second such auction within a 
month. 
•  Earlier on March 26, the central bank had bought USD 5 billion through similar swap auction in a 
bid to ease liquidity ahead of elections. "In order to meet the durable liquidity needs of the system, the 
RBI has decided to inject Rupee liquidity for a longer duration through long-term foreign exchange 
Buy/Sell swap in terms of its extant Liquidity Management Framework," 
 
Bank of Baroda becomes 2nd largest PSU, 3rd largest bank in India. 
• Bank of Baroda (BoB) became the second largest public sector undertaking (PSU) bank after 
merging Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank into itself as part of the first three-way amalgamation. BoB is 
now the third-largest bank after State Bank of India (SBI) and HDFC Bank. Following the merger, the 
number of PSBs has come down to 18. 
•  The consolidated bank will have over 9,500 branches, 13,400 ATMs, 85,000 employees to serve 12 
crore customers. The bank will have a business mix of Rs 15 lakh crore of balance sheet, with 
deposits and advances of Rs 8.75 lakh crore and Rs 6.25 lakh crore, respectively. Post-
amalgamation, the bank will have a 22 per cent market share in Gujarat and 8-10 per cent market 
share in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 
 
Reliance Mutual Fund partnering with Google becomes the first Indian company to launch 
voice-based financial transactions 
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• Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management (RNAM) joined hands with Google to enable the 
customers of Reliance Mutual Fund to carry out voice-based financial transactions. RNAM becomes 
the first company in India, to provide a conversational interface that would help customers regarding 
funds transactions. 
About RNAM  
♦ It is a joint venture between Anil Ambani-led Reliance Capital and Japan‘s Nippon Life Insurance 
Co Ltd. 
♦ CEO Sundeep Sikka  
♦ Founded: 1995. 
 
BNP Paribas Cardiff sold 5 crore shares in SBI Life Insurance for 2,889 crore 
• The foreign partner of SBI Life Insurance, BNP Paribas Cardiff sold 5 crore shares of the company 
for Rs 2,889 crore to increase its public shareholding to 25% of its paid-up equity share capital on or 
before October 2, 2020. 
• This sale has not undertaken as per the methods prescribed by SEBI for achieving the minimum 
public shareholding (MPS) Threshold. The average price of equity share during the sale was Rs 
577.93 per equity share. On the other hand, Canada Pension Plan Investment Board has bought 2 
crore shares at an average price of Rs 577.50 per shares. 
 
Kotak Mahindra Bank Becomes First Lender To Charge For UPI Use. 
• Kotak Mahindra Bank (Kotak) stated that it will charge customers for UPI transactions starting 1st of 
May 2019.  For each Kotak Bank account, the first 30 UPI fund transfers will be free, after which a 
charge will be levied on all fund transfers from the bank account. This will be applicable across all 
platforms, including Paytm, PhonePe, Google Pay or Truecaller Pay among others.   
 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank approves merger with India bulls Housing. 
• The board of Lakshmi Vilas Bank approved a share swap acquisition by housing finance firm 
Indiabulls Housing Finance. 
• The merged entity, Indiabulls Lakshmi Vilas Bank, will be among the top eight private banks by size 
and profitability. The merger will need the approval of the Reserve Bank of India and other regulators. 
• As per the share swap ratio for the merger, for every 100 shares of Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
shareholders will get 14 shares of Indiabulls Housing Finance. 
 
 Karnataka Bank signed MoU with Bharti AXA for Insurance Products. 
• Karnataka Bank has entered into a memorandum of understanding with Bharti AXA Life Insurance 
Company to distribute the latter‘s life insurance products. This is the third similar tie-up by the Bank 
after with PNB Metlife India Insurance Company Ltd and LIC, both of whom continue to provide 
insurance solutions to the customers of Karnataka Bank.  
 
NTPC signs with Canara Bank to raise Rs.2000 crore. 
• National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), the State-run power giant, has signed a term-loan 
agreement with Canara Bank to raise Rs 2,000 crore. The agreement would be used to part finance 
its capital expenditure. The loan has a door to door tenure of 15 years and will be utilised to part 
finance the capital expenditure of the NTPC. 
 
SEBI agrees to crore Airport Specific Fund worth Rs. 10,000 crore. 
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• SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of India) approved an ‗airport‘ specific fund. The name of the 
fund is ‗Taking Off To the Future Airport Fund‘.  
• It can raise a capital amounting to 1.5$bn (Rs. 10,000 crores). The ‗Sponsor and Investment 
Manager‘ of the fund is based in Chennai and is termed as ‗Taking Off To The Future Investment 
Management LLP‘.  
• Gigi George leads the management and operation of ‗Sponsor and Investment Manager‘ A 
minimum capital contribution of Rs. 3500 crore and a maximum of Rs. 7000 crore is targeted by the 
fund. On SEBI: The regulator for the securities market in India is the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India(SEBI)(established in 1988).  
• On 12th May 1992, it became it became an autonomous body by the Government of India. Through 
the SEBI Act, 1992, SEBI was given statutory powers on 30 January 1992. On 10th January 2017, 
Ajay Tyagi was appointed as the chairman of SEBI by replacing U.K. Sinha. 
 
RBI issues norms for banks to set up currency chests. 
• Reserve Bank of India (RBI) rolled out with guidelines for banks to set up new currency chests, 
which include the minimum area of 1,500 square feet for the strong room.   
• The new chests should have a processing capacity of 6.6 lakh pieces of banknotes per day. It 
added that for those situated in the hilly/ inaccessible places, capacity should be 2.1 lakh pieces of 
banknotes per day. 
 
HDFC Bank to rise up to Rs.50, 000 crore by issuing bonds. 
• Private lender HDFC Bank said it is planning to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore this fiscal by issuing 
bonds on private placement basis.  
•  It will raise funds by issuing perpetual debt instruments [part of additional tier I capital], tier II capital 
bonds and long-term bonds [financing of infrastructure and affordable housing] up to a total amount of 
Rs.50,000 crore in the period of next 12 months through private placement mode. The bank would 
consider the proposal on April 20. 
 
World Bank estimates India’s GDP to expand 7.5 percent in FY20. 
• The World Bank expects India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to accelerate to 7.5% in fiscal year 
2019-20. This would be driven by continued investment strengthening, particularly private-improved 
export performance and resilient consumption. Industrial growth accelerated to 7.9 per cent, making 
up for a deceleration in services. Agriculture growth was robust at four per cent. The real GDP growth 
is estimated at 7.2 per cent in FY18/19.  
 
SBI cut interest rate on home loans up to Rs 30 lakh by 10 bps. 
• India's largest lender, SBI has reduced the interest rate on housing loans of up to ₹30 lakh by 10 
basis points to a range between 8.60% and 8.90% per annum, from existing rates of 8.70% to 9%. 
• SBI also cut its benchmark lending rates by five basis points across all tenors. The one-year 
marginal cost of fund-based lending rate (MCLR) now stands at 8.50%, down from 8.55%. The move 
comes days after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cut its policy interest rate by 25 basis points to 6%, 
in a move to boost the economy. 
• From May 1, the rates of large savings accounts (balances above Rs.1 lakh) will get revised. 
Overdraft and other short-term loans will get cheaper.  
 
Emirates Islamic became world's first Islamic bank to launch banking via WhatsApp. 
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• Dubai based Emirates Islamic has announced the launch of Chat Banking services for customers 
via WhatsApp, marking a global first in the Islamic banking sector.  
• The Chat Banking solution allows customers to use features such as checking account balances 
and temporarily blocking or unblocking of an existing card. 
•  All messages on Emirates Islamic‘s verified WhatsApp Business account are encrypted, ensuring 
confidentiality and security. 
 
HDFC AMC Ranks 1st In Terms Of Assets: AMFI Report. 
• India‘s asset management companies (AMCs) own assets under management (AUM) worth 
Rs24.46 trillion according to data released by the Association of Mutual Funds in India (Amfi). HDFC 
Asset Management Co. 
•  Ltd claimed the top spot with an average AUM of Rs3.42 trillion, overtaking ICICI Prudential Asset 
Management Co. Ltd with an average AUM of at Rs3.20 trillion.  
 
Govt retains interest rate for General Provident Fund at 8%. 
• Union government retained the interest rate for General Provident Fund (GPF), Contributory 
Provident Fund and other related schemes at 8 per cent for the first quarter of the current financial 
year 2019-2020.  
• The interest rate on these funds was at 8 per cent in the January-March quarter of 2018-19 and 
government kept it unchanged for April to June for 2019-20.   
• The Department of Economic Affairs, in a notification, the mentioned interest rate will be applicable 
on provident funds of central government employees, railways and defence forces.   
 
 India and Netherlands vow to strengthen bilateral political & economic ties. 
• India and the Netherlands have discussed ways to strengthen bilateral political and economic ties 
including boosting cooperation at the United Nations and other international fora. The two countries 
held Foreign Office Consultations in New Delhi, with the Indian side led by A Gitesh Sarma, 
Secretary, West, Ministry of External Affairs, and Johanna Brandt, Secretary General, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, leading the Dutch delegation. Both countries used this opportunity to review the entire 
gamut of bilateral relations, including political, economic, commercial, scientific and cultural 
cooperation. 
 
PAISALO Digital Limited signed the first co-origination loan agreement SBI 
• PAISALO Digital Limited signed the first co-origination loan agreement with State Bank of India 
(SBI). This is the first agreement of its kind in the country that State Bank of India has signed. The 
agreement was signed with a vision of empowering the AGRI, MSME segment and small businesses.  
The loan ticket is designed at Rs.10,000 to 2 lakh. The company expects to disburse 200,000 loan 
applications in FY20.  PAISALO Digital Limited is a leading systemically important non-deposit taking 
NBFC. It is registered with the Reserve Bank of India, in operations since 1992.  
• Co-origination loan agreement:  
♦ This new framework seeks to bring the strengths of two sectors, that is, banks and micro-finance 
institutions (MFIs)/non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) together  
♦ Under this framework, both a bank and an MFI/NBFC will join at each underwriting and loan level 
and share the loan amount at an agreed percentage with all other structures put in place  
♦ It is expected that such a blending would not only increase the flow of credit to MSMEs but also 
bring down the cost of credit for the sector substantially. 
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 Hong Kong’s stock market overtakes Japan to become worlds 3rd largest. 
• According to Bloomberg,  Hong Kong has overtaken Japan as the world‘s third largest stock market 
– after the U.S. and mainland China. 
• Hong Kong‘s market cap was $5.78 trillion as of April 2nd week, compared with $5.76 trillion for 
Japan. 
•  Internet giant Tencent Holdings Ltd. has been the main driver with a 22 percent gain. Hong Kong‘s 
Hang Seng Index climbed 17 per cent this year through Tuesday, when it closed at its highest since 
June 15. Japan‘s Topix Index advanced 8.3 percent in that period. 
 
 RBL Bank tied up with CreditVidya for improving customer experience. 
• Through this partnership, the private sector lender - RBL Bank will be able to gain significant 
insights into its customer base. 
• RBL Bank will leverage CreditVidya's big data underwriting platform across its credit card and 
mobile banking apps. 
• The bank had first partnered with CreditVidya in 2018 for instant and automated verification of 
employment details of salaried card applicants. 
• Founded in 2012, CreditVidya helps lenders and wallets assess risk of customers. 
 
 RBI permitted Reinsurance Brokers to open Foreign Currency Accounts. 
• Reinsurance brokers have been permitted to open non-interest bearing foreign currency accounts 
with banks for undertaking transactions. 
•  Foreign currency account refers to a bank account held or maintained in currency other than the 
currency of India or Nepal or Bhutan.  
• Earlier, the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) had issued notification 
and then RBI issued Foreign Exchange Management (Foreign Currency Accounts by a person 
resident in India) Regulations, 2015 - Opening of Foreign Currency Accounts by Re-insurance and 
Composite Insurance brokers. 
 
RBI granted 12 years to LIC to bring down its stake in IDBI Bank. 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which classified IDBI as a private sector bank last month, has 
granted Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) with 12 years to cut its stake in the bank by 10 percent.  
• RBI has stipulated that after 12 years LIC has to reduce stake in IDBI Bank by 10 per cent to 40 per 
cent.  
• LIC is the major shareholder of IDBI Bank. It has a 51 per cent stake in the Bank. The government is 
the other major investor in IDBI Bank owning 46.46 per cent while the rest is with the public.  
• As per the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDAI), LIC can hold up to 15 percent 
stake in any bank which can go up to 30 percent as per the board approval. But the insurance 
regulator has allowed LIC to invest up to 51 percent in IDBI Bank last year. 
 
HDFC Bank tops Forbes' list of best Indian banks 2019. 
• Forbes has compiled a first-ever list of the World's Best Bank 2019 in terms of customer services 
and technological advancements.  
• The private lender, HDFC Bank, was ranked at the top of the ‗Forbes Best Indian Banks 2019‘ list. 
HDFC Bank claims to provide the best of its technological features to its 43 million customers.  
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• Another private lender ICICI Bank took the second spot, while DBS was at the third rank in Forbes 
list of Indian banks. Kotak Mahindra Bank and IDFC Bank had managed to gain the fourth and fifth 
spot respectively.  
• Syndicate Bank, PNB, Allahabad Bank, Vijaya Bank and Axis Bank were ranked from sixth to tenth 
respectively.  
• Forbes had partnered with Statista, a market research company, to measure the best banks in 23 
countries.  
• The survey compiled data from around 40,000 customers around the world for their opinions on their 
banking relationships.  
• The banks were rated on the basis of 5 key attributes - trust, digital services, financial advice and 
fees. 
 
Gargi Kaul appointed as Secretary of Defence Finance. 
• The  Central government appointed Gargi Kaul as Secretary, Defence Finance.  She is a 1984-
batch officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service (IA&AS). 
   
 NBFCs, MFIs raised Rs.26,000 crore through Securitisation. 
• Non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) and microfinance companies (MFIs) raised about 
Rs.26,200 crore through securitisation in FY19, despite tight liquidity conditions. It is a growth of 
170% over FY18. In FY18, NBFCs and MFIs raised Rs.9,700 crore through securitisation. The 
sectors faced tight liquidity conditions in FY19 after a series of defaults by Infrastructure Leasing and 
Finance Services (IL&FS).  
• A report by rating agency Icra stated that their reliance on the securitisation route to raise funds 
increased to help meet their growth targets in FY19. In FY18 and H1FY19, securitisation contributed 
to only 18-20% of the overall disbursements. However, this number leapfrogged to 37% and an 
estimated 50% in the third and fourth quarters of FY19, respectively. 
•  Investors were also comfortable buying retail loan portfolios originated by these entities as opposed 
to taking direct on-balance sheet credit exposure, especially for small and medium sized entities. 
What is Securitisation? Pooling various types of contractual debt (such as residential mortgages, 
commercial mortgages, auto loans or credit card debt obligations) and selling their related cash flows 
to third party investors as securities, which may be described as bonds, pass-through securities, or 
collateralized debt obligations (CDOs).   
• Investors are repaid from the principal and interest cash flows collected from the underlying debt 
and redistributed through the capital structure of the financing.  Securities backed by mortgage 
receivables are called mortgage-backed securities (MBS), while those backed by other types of 
receivables are asset-backed securities (ABS). 
 
Wholesale price inflation increased to 3.18 percent in March. 
• Wholesale price inflation increased to 3.18% in March on costlier food and fuel. The Wholesale 
Price Index (WPI) based inflation was at 2.93% and 2.76% in February and January 2019, 
respectively, and 3.46% in December 2018. It was 2.74% in March 2018. Inflation in Category wise:  
• Food articles: Inflation in the food articles basket hardened to 5.68% during March 2019 as against 
4.28% in February, as prices of vegetables raised high. Vegetable inflation was at 28.13% in March, 
up from 6.82% in the previous month. However, inflation in potato cooled substantially to 1.30%, from 
23.40% in February. Pulses and wheat witnessed some cooling in inflation at 10.63% and 10.13%, 
respectively.   
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• In protein-rich items such as ‗egg, meat and fish‘ saw inflation fall to 5.86% during March.  
• Fuel and power: In this category, the inflation spiked to 5.41%, from 2.23% in February.  Inflation in 
diesel shot up to 7.33% during the month from 3.72% in February. In petrol, inflation was 1.78% in 
March, as against a deflation of 2.93% in February.  
• Wholesale Price Index (WPI): The price of a representative basket of goods at the wholesale stage 
is referred to as the Wholesale Price Index. It consists of over 2400 commodities. Wholesale goods 
refer to goods which are sold in bulk and are traded between different corporations and not 
consumers. The price of goods traded between consumers is called the consumer price index. WPI is 
used by the Government of India and the Reserve Bank of India to frame the monetary and fiscal 
policies.  
• What is Inflation? An increase in the general level of prices in an economy is termed as inflation. If 
the price of one good has gone up it is not inflation, inflation occurs only when the prices of most 
goods have gone up. Inflation leads to a decrease in the purchasing power of the currency which 
means that the same amount of money will buy fewer goods. The modern economists say that 
inflation occurs as a result of the creation of extra purchasing power to the consumer over the same 
level of production. This means that extra money is generated in the economy without an increase in 
the level of production. 
 
A unique proposition to pay electricity bill on EMIs launched by Bajaj Finserv 
• A unique proposition to pay electricity bill on EMIs launched by Bajaj Finserv through its lending arm 
Bajaj Finance Ltd. 
•  through the campaign of #BijliOnEMI.  
• Customers can avail an Insta Credit loan in their Bajaj Finserv Wallet to pay their electricity bills on 
EMI. Bajaj Finance Ltd. financed the purchase of over 12 lakh air conditioners across our country in 
the year 2018.  
• Bajaj Finance Ltd launched this campaign and customers buying air conditioners of Rs 20,000 and 
above will be eligible for Rs 5000 Instant Credit loan and for the air conditioners above Rs 40,000 will 
receive Rs 7000 Instant Credit loan to their Wallet.  
• The Wallet facilitates the customer to access the EMI network card digitally, like tracking loan-
related details online, transacting securely with EMIs on purchases, etc. 
 
PSEs gets 12 months to monetise non-core assets. 
• The Union Cabinet announced that the Public Sector companies will have 12 months to monetise 
(convert something into or express in the form of currency ) non-core assets identified by a ministerial 
panel headed by the finance minister. On failing, the finance ministry may restrict budgetary 
allocations to the Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 
The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) issued guidelines for 
monetisation of non-core assets of CPSEs and immovable enemy properties. 
The New guidelines: 
• According to the guidelines, an inter-ministerial group (IMG) chaired by the secretary of DIPAM will 
identify the non-core assets of the CPSEs on its own, and also on the basis of recommendations of 
the Niti Aayog 
• Once the panel, comprising the finance minister, road transport minister and the minister of the 
administrative ministry concerned, approves the assets for monetisation, it should be completed 
within 12 months from the date of approval 
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• This will be the target to be achieved by the CPSEs as part of the memorandum of understanding 
with the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE)  
• The Department of Expenditure and Department of Economic Affairs may consider any proposal 
from the CPSE/administrative ministry for budgetary support only after looking at the achievement of 
asset monetisation target by the CPSE 
• Performance of contract management will be considered before sanctioning any government 
budgetary support 
 
ADB committed highest-ever USD 3 billion in sovereign loans to India. 
• Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed a total of USD 3.88 billion, including sovereign loans 
and co-financing to India during the year ended December 2018. 
• This is the highest level of assistance since sovereign operations began in the country in 1986. 
• Private sector operations reached USD 3.14 billion, a 37 per cent increase from 2017, which is 14.5 
per cent of ADB's overall commitment. 
 
RBI puts into circulation Rs 50 banknotes signed by Governor Shaktikanta Das. 
• Reserve Bank of India put into circulation 50 rupees denomination banknotes signed by its Governor 
Shaktikanta Das.  
• RBI in Mumbai approved the design of these notes is similar in all respects to 50 banknotes in 
Mahatma Gandhi new series.  
 
UN owes India USD 38 million for peacekeeping operations. 
• United Nations (UN) owes India USD 38 million, the highest it has to pay to any country, for the 
peacekeeping operations as of March 2019. 
• In a report on improving the financial situation of the world body, as of March 31, 2019, the total 
amount payable to troop- and police-contributing countries with respect to active peacekeeping 
missions was USD 265 million. 
• Of this, the UN owes USD 38 million to India, followed by Rwanda (USD 31 million), Pakistan (USD 
28 million), Bangladesh (USD 25 million) and Nepal (USD 23 million). 
The arrears to troop- and police-contributing (TCCs/PCCs) countries could increase to USD 588 
million by June 2019 ―in the worst-case scenario‖. 
• World body‘s cash balance in negative: 
UN had a positive cash balance of USD 412 million at the end of 2010 but finished 2018 with a 
negative cash balance of USD 323 million - a decrease of USD 735 million in an eight-year period. 
• Regular budget assessments are issued at beginning of each year and member states are required 
to pay their contributions in full within 30 days. 
• In 2017 and 2018, 73 member states had paid their contributions in full by the end of the first 
quarter, compared with 62 in 2016 and 67 in 2015. So far, 74 member states have paid in full in 2019 
• US is responsible for 22 per cent of the USD 5.4 billion regular budget for 2018 and 2019 and more 
than 28 per cent of the USD 6.7 billion peacekeeping budget for the year to June 30. 
 
IDRBT set up 5G Lab for Banking, Financial Sector. 
• Institute for Development and Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT) launched the 5G Use 
Cases Lab for banking and financial sector along with blockchain technology. 
• IDRBT is an arm of Reserve Bank of India. 
It also released a white paper on 5G applications for banking and financial sector in India. 
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• The use of 5G will change a range of technologies and applications, including point of sale (PoS) 
machines in the banking sector, which are currently using 2G and are in the process of being phased 
out. 
Since India is now the biggest user of mobile data in the world and the rates of devices and services 
have been dropping aggressively, 5G holds immense potential for the country. 
 
IDBI Bank launched paperless account opening facility for NRIs. 
• IDBI Bank has launched the ‗NRI-Insta-Online‘ account-opening process for NRIs residing in 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) member countries. 
• The person will not be required to furnish physical documents and KYC proofs for opening an 
account with the IDBI bank. 
• FATF- Financial Action Task Force 
FATF is an inter-governmental body which devices policy and sets standards to promote effective 
implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures to combat money laundering, terrorist 
financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 
The body has 38 member countries, including the US, UK, India, Japan, China and France, among 
others. 
 
Canara Bank became the first PSB to meet RBIs EMV Mandate. 
• ACI Worldwide, a global provider of real-time electronic payment and banking solutions, announced 
that Canara Bank has successfully rolled out major new functionality to support EMV card acquiring 
across its ATM network and Aadhaar Authentication, leveraging ACI‘s UP Retail Payments solution to 
achieve market firsts. 
• Canara Bank, with nearly 6,300 branches and a network of more than 10,000 ATMs, is the first 
public sector bank to shift to EMV chip and PIN for card present transactions across the country‘s 
vast ATM network. 
• What is EMV Chip? 
• EMV stands for Europay, MasterCard, Visa, the three Organisations that developed and established 
EMV as the global standard for chip-based credit and debit transactions. The EMVstandard helps to 
maximise security and global interoperability so that Visa cards can continue to be accepted around 
the world. 
 
IMF and World Bank Launched Learning Coin For In-House Purposes. 
• International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank have together launched a private blockchain 
with a pseudo-token. 
The new token, called ―Learning Coin‖ accessible within the IMF and World Bank the main purpose to 
teach relevant individuals within the organizations about block chain. 
• Though the coin has no real value hence the description pseudo-token staff members who pass 
educational milestones will receive the tokens which can then be redeemed for certain rewards. 
 
Canara Bank Becomes The First Public Sector Bank In India To Meet RBIs EMV Mandate. 
• ACI Worldwide, a global provider of real-time electronic payment and banking solutions Canara 
Banksuccessfully rolled out major new functionality to support EMV card acquiring across its ATM 
network and Aadhaar Authentication, leveraging ACI‘s UP Retail Payments solution to achieve 
market firsts. 
• Canara Bank, with nearly 6,300 branches and a network of more than 10,000 ATMs. 
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Bandhan Bank Gets CCI Nod For Merger With Gruh Finance. 
• Bandhan Bankreceived approval from the Competition Commission of India (CCI) for the proposed 
scheme of amalgamation of Gruh Finance with the bank. 
• The approval has been made under sub-section (1) of Section 31 of the Competition Act, 2002. 
• Bandhan Bank in January 2019, announced the merger of Gruh Finance with it. 
 
 Cholamandalam MS General Insurance got ISO 31000:2018 certification. 
• An insurance giant Cholamandalam MS General Insurance Company Limited has received ISO 
31000:2018 certification by TUV India. Chola MS has received certification for applying risk 
management system which conforms to the prescribed standards. 
The Certificate is valid for a period of 3 years from April 07, 2019, to April 06, 2022. 
• ISO 31000:2018 certification: 
ISO 31000:2018 is an international risk management standard. The standard provides guidelines, 
principles, framework, and a process for managing risk. 
It can be used by any organization regardless of its size, activity or sector. The application of these 
guidelines can be customized to any organization and its context. 
 
Bank of Maharashtra Joins M1X change TReDS Platform for MSME Bill Discounting. 
• Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) partnered with M1Xchange Trade Receivables Discounting System 
(TReDS) platform for MSME bill discounting. 
• TReDS is a digital platform to support micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to get their 
bills financed at a competitive rate through an auction where multiple registered financiers can 
participate. 
Mynd Solutions is a technology management firm which runs the TReDS platform of M1Xchange. 
 
ETMONEY becomes Indias first comprehensive financial services app to integrate UPI 
• India‘s largest app for financial services, ETMONEY has integrated Unified Payment Interface (UPI) 
as a payment method on its platform as it looks to double its monthly user base by the end of the 
year. 
• The integration of UPI will simplify the mutual fund paymentexperience for millions of ETMONEY 
users as the company continues its journey to simplify the financial lives of new age Indians. 
• In addition to this new payment feature, the platform will continue to support payments through 
Netbanking and Debit Card. 
 
Airtel Payments Bank joined hands with Bharti AXA General Insurance for two-wheeler 
insurance. 
• Airtel Payments Bank joined hands with Bharti AXA General Insurance for a two-wheeler insurance 
product offering which is available on MyAirtel App and at over 40,000 Airtel Payments Bank points 
across India. 
• They offer various benefits like 70 percent savings on an annual premium, personal accident cover, 
protection against third-party liabilities and inspection-free renewal through a paperless process. 
• Customers can avail towing services at no extra cost on claim intimation, at the time of insured 
vehicle breaks down. 
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• In India, approximately 75 percent two-wheelers are uninsured, despite being mandatory by the 
Supreme Court order in 2018 which is mandatory for individuals to buy five-year motor third party 
insurance while buying a new two-wheeler. 
 
SBI General Insurance launched cyber defence insurance. 
• SBI General Insurance launched its new product – cyber defence insurance to protect businesses 
from financial and reputational losses due to cyber attacks. 
The main focus on SMEs and mid-market businesses to larger businesses. 
This offers protection against the growing threat of cyber breaches like hacking attacks, identity theft, 
disclosure of sensitive information and business interruption. It provides IT forensic investigations, 
legal advice, reputational and PR management. 
 
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance in a partnership with Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance launched their 
1st product: Total Health Secure Goal. 
• Bajaj Allianz General Insurance collaborated with Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance to launch their 1st 
product titled ‗Total Health Secure Goal‘. 
• The product is a combination of 2 existing plans, namely, Health Guard policy by Bajaj Allianz 
General Insurance and iSecure policy by Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance. 
This combined plan offers customers 5% extra discount on the total premium and also provides 
flexibility of availing service or communication on the product. 
The product provides an overall  insurance solution and ensures that health and security needs of the 
customer are taken care of without compromising on their savings. 
• Under Health Guard policy, a customer can choose the option between a Silver or a Gold Plan with 
an insured sum ranging from Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 50 Lakh. 
This sum is inclusive of the hospitalisation expenses incurred by the customer. 
 
BofAML in report notifies that RBI has Rs.3 lakh crore (43$ million) in excess reserves. 
• Bank of America Merrill Lynch (BofAML), the excess reserves that RBI holds could be up to Rs.3 
lakh crore ($43 billion) or 1.5% of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product). 
This also includes the excess capital in contingency reserves and revaluation reserves. 
• The Bimal Jalan committee on the appropriate capital reserves for RBI was likely to identify this 
excess buffer. The committee was set up in December-end with a 6-member panel headed by former 
RBI governor Jalan. 
Indranil Sen Gupta, chief India economist at BofAML notified that RBI maintains higher contingency 
reserves as a percentage of its total book compared to its peers in Brazil, Russia and South Africa, 
thus a lower cap will bring in more funds. 
The BofAML report stated that capping overall reserves at 20% from 25.5% will release Rs. 1.96 lakh 
crore and there is no specific hindrance which would deter RBI from transferring the money to 
government. 
• As of September 2018, the excess capital with RBI was Rs.9.6 lakh crore. If the cap is halved to 
3.25% from the present 6.5%, it will release Rs. 1.282( around Rs. 1.3 lakh crore) lakh crore. 
• Along with revaluation gains ranging from Rs. 300 crore to Rs. 1.8 lakh crore, RBI would be able to 
transfer the excess reserves to the government which can be used to recapitalize the country‘s 
struggling state-run banks. 
 
Deposits in Jan Dhan accounts are set to cross Rs 1 lakh crore mark. 
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• The total balance in the Jan Dhan accounts, which has been steadily rising, was at Rs 97,665.66 
crore as on April 3, as per the latest government data. 
The total number of Jan Dhan accounts have crossed 35.39 crore. 
The deposits stood at Rs 96,107.35 crore on March 27 and Rs 95,382.14 crore in the week before. 
• More than 27.89 crore account holders have been issued the Rupay debit cards. 
 
Govt. increased the authorised capital of Allahabad Bank. 
• The government has increased the authorized capital for the State-owned Allahabad Bank stated by 
Rs 5,000 crore to Rs 8,000 crore. The central government after consultation with the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) increased the authorized capital of the bank. 
• The increase in authorized capital will help enable the bank to raise further fund up to a maximum 
ceiling of Rs 8,000 crore. 
• What is an Authorized Capital? 
• It is the maximum amount of share that a company is authorized to have by its constitutional 
documents to issue to the shareholders. It is not necessary to issue the whole amount of the 
authorized capital, part of it can remain unissued. The amount of share that is issued to the 
shareholder is called the issued share capital of the company. To put in other words, authorized 
capital is the one which is the maximum amount of value of securities that a company can legally 
issue to the shareholders. The Authorized capital needs to be specified in the Memorandum of 
Association(MOA). 
• Authorized capital is broadly divided into the: 
• Issued capital 
• Paid up capital 
• Uncalled capital 
 
IndusInd Bank receives NCLT approval for merger with Bharat Financial Inclusion. 
• National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) approved merger of private sector lender IndusInd Bank 
with Bharat Financial Inclusion (BFIL), a microfinance company.  
Last year, IndusInd Bank received ‗No Objection‘ from Reserve Bank of India, National Stock 
Exchange and Bombay Stock Exchange 
• As per the report, the merger is expected to complete within 2-4 weeks.  
Bharat Financial will become a subsidiary of the private lender. 
IndusInd Bank Ltd's share price is currently at Rs1,686.85, up by Rs32.25 or 1.95%, from its previous 
close of Rs1,654.60 on the BSE. 
• The script opened at Rs 1,678 and has touched a high and low of Rs1,693.70 and Rs1,665, 
respectively.  
• So far, 21,19,368 (NSE+BSE) shares have been traded on the counter.  
The current market cap of the company is Rs 99,750.17crores. 
 
RBI sells entire stake in NABARD, NHB to govt for Rs 1,470 crore. 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has exited the National Housing Bank (NHB) and the National 
Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development (NABARD), by selling its entire stakes to government for 
Rs 1,450 croreand Rs 20 crore, respectively, making them fully government-owned now. 
• RBI has sold its stake in NHB on March 19, while it sold the stake in Nabard on February 26. 
• With this, the government of India now holds 100% stake in both the financial institutions. 
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HDFC got RBI approval for holding up to 9.9 percent stake in Bandhan Bank. 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given its in-principle approval to Housing Development 
Finance Corporation (HDFC) Ltd for acquiring 9.9 per cent stake in Bandhan Bank following the Gruh 
Finance deal. 
• Gruh Finance, the affordable housing finance arm of HDFC Ltd, was taken over by Bandhan Bank in 
a share-swap deal in January. 
• After the deal was announced, HDFC made an application to the RBI for holding shares in Bandhan 
Bank. Recently RBI gave its approval to HDFC to acquire the shareholding of up to 9.9 per cent of the 
paid-up capital of Bandhan Bank upon the effective date of the scheme of amalgamation. 
• The amalgamation scheme is awaiting approvals from the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
and the respective shareholders of Gruh Finance and Bandhan Bank. 
The Gruh Finance deal will reduce the stake of Bandhan Financial Holdings Ltd in Bandhan Bank to 
about 61% from the current 82%. 
The share swap ratio for the merger will be 568 shares of Bandhan Bank for every 1,000 shares of 
Gruh Finance. 
 
RBI became the first Asia-Pacific central bank to begin interest rate easing cycle. 
• According to Fitch Ratings - APAC (Asia-Pacific) sovereign credit overview report, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) is the first central bank in the Asia Pacific region to begin an explicit interest rate 
easing cyclebuoyed by benign food inflation and easier global financial condition. 
• The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, cut rates in 
February and April citing prospects of benign inflation. In the four months of 2019, the RBI has cut 
policy interest rates twice by 0.25 per cent each to one-year low of 6 per cent. 
• This is the first back-to-back rate cut since the MPC was formed in late 2016. 
Fitch has a 'BBB-', the lowest investment grade, rating on India, with a stable outlook. 
Fitch estimates India to grow at 6.8 per cent in current fiscal 2019 and 7.1 per cent in 2020 
 
Minimum subscription requirement for REITs and InvITs has reduced by SEBI. 
• SEBI in his guidelines titled ―Guidelines for Determination of Allotment and Trading Lot Size for Real 
Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) and Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs)‖ has reduced the 
minimum subscription requirement as well as defined trading lots for REITs and InvITs. 
• For determining the allotment in an initial offer and follow on public offers, REITs have to offer their 
units in lots worth at least Rs 50,000 and in case of InvITs, the minimum value of a single lot should 
be Rs 1 lakh.   
• The allotment to any investor shall be made in the multiples of a lot. 
For initial listing in case of REITs and InvITs, a trading lot should be of 100 units and for follow on 
public offers, each lot shall consists of such number of units in its trading lot as it had at the time of 
initial offer. 
• Moreover, SEBI has also increased the leverage limit for InvITs from 49 per cent to 70 per cent. 
 
RBI asked Banks to disclose IL&FS NPA details in results. 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked banks and financial institutions to disclose the non-
performing assets (NPA) stemming from their exposure to troubled infrastructure 
conglomerateInfrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Limited (IL&FS) and its group entities in 
their upcoming results announcements. 
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• RBI said that the new directions are as per the order of the National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT), which asked banks not to declare their loans to the company and group as NPAs. 
The banking regulator has, therefore, asked the lenders to disclose details such as the provisions 
required for such NPAs and also the actual provisions made, in their Notes to Accounts in the 
financial results. It has prescribed a disclosure format for this purpose. 
• An account becomes non-performing if repayment is due for more than 90 days. Banks have to set 
aside capital as provisions for NPAs. Banks and financial institutions have to disclose the information 
in a particular format as prescribed by the banking regulator. 
 
Yes Bank reports its first ever quarterly loss of Rs.1507 crore. 
• Provisions during the quarter increased more than 9 folds to ₹3661.7 crore as against Rs. 399.64 
crore in the year-ago quarter. 
• The bank posted a net loss of ₹1506.64 crore for the three months ended 31 March compared to a 
profit of ₹1179.44 crore in the year-ago period 
 
Finance ministry approves EPF interest rate hike. 
• The finance ministry has ratified the hike of the Employees Provident Fund (EPF) interest rate to 
8.65% as approved by retirement fundmanager EPFO. ... This was a 10 basis point increase from the 
8.55% EPF interest rate announced by the retirement fund for 2017-18. 
 
China smartphone maker Leagoo enters India, to invest $200mn. 
• Chinese smartphone maker Leagoo has entered the Indian market with the launch of three of its 
smartphone models. The mobile maker said it plans to invest around $200 million (about Rs.1,397 
crore) to set up a manufacturing unit in India. The company targets to generate a turnover of ₹200 
crore by the financial year ending 2019. 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed strict rules on opening and running of current 
accounts of corporate borrowers in order to tackle fund diversion. 
According to a report by The Economic Times, India‘s Central Bank, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
would tighten rules on opening and operating current accounts of corporate borrowers to prevent the 
diversion of funds. 
RBI had notified that the banks with collection accounts will have to transfer funds to the current 
account and  the current accounts could be opened only with the lead bank of a lending association. 
Key points: 
i. The rules would be applicable to corporates who have borrowed and used credit facilities of more 
than Rs 50 crore from the banking system. 
ii. Customers using credit facility of Rs 5 to Rs 50 crore can also open current accounts with any 
bank, even if it is not the consortium‘s leading bank (which is not a consortium leader). But only 
collection accounts can be run with non-lending banks. 
iii. The debits into accounts will be restricted to transfers to the current account with the lead bank. 
iv. The Reserve Bank of India notified that the existing current accounts with banks not leading a 
consortium must be converted into collection accounts. In case they are not converted, the accounts 
are closed within a 3-month notice period.  
 
NCLT approved merger of IndusInd Bank and BFIL 
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•  The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) approved the merger of IndusInd Bank with Bharat 
Financial Inclusion (BFIL). 
•  The merger will be completed within 2-4 weeks. 
•  Post-merger, the BFIL will become a subsidiary of the IndusInd Bank. 
•  Bharat Financial Inclusion Limited is a Non-Banking Finance Company, licensed by the Reserve 
Bank of India. 
 
 Amazon targets $5 billion e-commerce exports from India by 2023. 
• The programme started with just few hundred sellers in 2015 and has now crossed $1-billion export 
mark from India with 50,000 exporters 
• Amazon in second edition of its annual 'Export Digest' said there has been a growth of 56% in the 
number of global sellers from India in 2018. 
 
R-Cap looks to raise Rs. 10,000 cr through stake sale to pare debt. 
• Company plans to divest stakes in NBFC, media and insurance units amid a string of rating 
downgrades 
• The Anil Ambani group firm plans to sell up to a 51% stake each in its wholly owned non-banking 
financial companies. 

 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Dr Rajendra Joshi Conferred With Pravasi Bharatiya Samman. 
• NRI scientist Dr Rajendra Joshi conferred with the Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Award by the 
President of India Ram Nath Kovind.  The Indian Ambassador to Switzerland Sibi George handed 
over the award citation signed by the President to Dr Joshi at his residence in Switzerland.   
 
Vikram Patel receives John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award. 
• Vikram Patel, a psychiatrist and professor of global health at Harvard Medical School, has won the 
prestigious John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award. 
• Mr.Patel has led research generating knowledge on the burden and determinants of mental health 
problems in low and middle-income countries and pioneered approaches which utilise community 
resources for the prevention and treatment of mental health problems in India with global impact. 
• Laureates received a $100,000 cash honorarium and will be formally presented with their awards on 
October 24, 2019, at the annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto. 
• Canada Gairdner Global Health Award: The John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award 
recognizes the world‘s top scientists who have made outstanding achievements in Global Health 
Research. 
 
Saurav Ghosal becomes first Indian to enter top-10 in men's PSA rankings. 
• Saurav Ghosal became the first Indian male squash player to enter the top 10 in the PSA 
(Professional Squash Association) world rankings. He has moved up two places to a career-high 
ranking of tenth and is currently the only Asian in the top-10. 
• Ghosal made it to the quarter-finals of the 2018-2019 PSA World Championships in Chicago, USA 
for the first time in his career. 
• He was also a quarter-finalist at the prestigious Grasshopper Cup in Zurich, Switzerland. In the 
women's rankings, Joshna Chinappa continued to be the best-ranked Indian, moving up to the 15th 
position. Earlier, Dipika Pallikal had broken into the top-10 in 2012 and once again in 2014. 
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Dr. Sohini Sastri honoured with D. Litt by National American University. 
• Indian Astrologer Dr Sohini Sastri has been honoured with 'D. Litt in Astrology' by National American 
University, USA. 
•  Dr Sohini Sastri is one of the most trusted names in Astrology and is known for her services over 
the years. She is also a receipt of 'Champions of Change Award' which was given to her by 
Honourable Vice-President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu at Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi recently.  
• Other prominent personalities who were also awarded Doctorates at the same event includes 
Bollywood singer Mohit Chauhan and choreographer Terence Lewis. 
 
Tata Steel won 'Global Slag Company of the Year' award. 
• The award has been presented to Tata Steel for its innovative practices in development of new 
applications for Steel by-products (Slag). The award was given at the 14th Global Slag Conference 
and Exhibition 2019, held recently in Aachen, Germany. The conference is one of the largest global 
annual slag event, attended by major steelmakers, steel mill service providers & associated 
companies. 
 
ESPN India Multi-Sport Awards 2018 announced, PV Sindhu and Neeraj conferred with 
Sportsperson of year award 
• Olympic silver medallist P.V. Sindhu and star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra were named as female 
and male sportsperson of the year in the ESPN India Multi-Sport Awards for their achievements in 
2018. 2012 London Olympics bronze medallist shuttler Saina Nehwal won the award for the 
‗Comeback of the Year‘ after bagging the bronze at the 2018 Asian Games.  
• ESPN Multi-Sport awards 2018 recognised achievements across 11 categories. Other Winners of 
the Award are:  
♦ Coach of the Year - Jaspal Rana (shooting)  
♦ Emerging Sportsperson of the Year - Saurabh Chaudhary (shooting)  
♦ Team of the Year - Women‘s team (table tennis)  
♦ Match of the Year - Amit Panghal vs Hasanboy Dusmatov (boxing)  
♦ Differently-abled athlete of the Year - Ekta Bhyan (para-athletics)  
♦ Moment of the Year - Women‘s 4x400m relay  
♦ Lifetime Achievement Award - Pradip Kumar Banerjee (football).   
 
Presidents Certificate of Honor and Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman Awards Conferred 
• Vice President Venkaiah Naidu conferred President‘s Certificate of Honour and Maharshi Badrayan 
Vyas Samman Awards at New Delhi.   
• The award of the Certificate of Honour was introduced in the year 1958 to honour the scholars of 
Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian Languages.  
• Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman Distinction is conferred on persons in recognition of their 
substantial contribution in the field of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Pali, Prakrit, Classical Odiya, 
Classical Kannada, Classical Telugu and Classical Malayalam. 
 
 AIMA Managing India Awards 2019 to Azim Premji, Mahendra Mohan Gupta and 9 others. 
• The All India Management Association (AIMA) Managing India Awards 2019 was held on April 08, 
2019 at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi. Mahendra Mohan Gupta, Chairman & Managing Director, 
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Jagran Prakashan Ltd and Editorial Director, Dainik Jagran, was awarded under Lifetime Contribution 
to Media category.  
• Complete Winners List:  
1. Lifetime Contribution Award: Azim H Premji (Chairman, Wipro Ltd)  
2. Outstanding Institution Builder: Prathap C Reddy (Founder-Chairman, Apollo Hospitals Group)  
3. Corporate Citizen Award: Devi Prasad Shetty (Founder & Chairman Narayana Hrudalaya)  
4. Entrepreneur of the year: Sanjiv Bajaj (Managing Director, Bajaj Finserv Ltd)  
5. Business Leader of the Year: Sanjiv Mehta (Chairman & Managing Director, Hindustan Unilever 
Ltd)  
6. Lifetime Contribution to Media: Mahendra Mohan Gupta (Chairman & Managing Director, Jagran 
Prakashan Ltd and Editorial Director, Dainik Jagran)  
7. Outstanding Contribution to Media: Uday Shankar (President, 21st Century Fox, Asia and 
Chairman and CEO, Star India)  
8. Indian MNC of the Year: Pawan Goenka (Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, Managing Director and 
Member of the Group Executive Board)  
9. MNC in India of the Year: T Krishnakumar (Coca-Cola India, President  & CEO, India & Southwest 
Asia)  
10. Outstanding PSU of the Year: Sanjiv Singh (Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd)  
11. Director of the Year: Rajkumar Hirani (Director, Producer, Writer & Editor - Sanju Movie).  
 
 Varanasi ranked third on the WHOs list of 15 most polluted cities. 
• According to the 'Political Leaders Position and Action on Air Quality in India 2014-2019' report, 
released by Climate Trends, the air quality in Varanasi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 2014 Lok 
Sabha constituency, is ranked third on the WHO's (World Health Organisation) list of 15 most polluted 
cities in the world.  
• Fourteen of the 15 most polluted cities in the world, listed by World Health Organisation (WHO) are 
in India, of which four are in Uttar Pradesh. Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh is the most polluted city in the 
world and is ranked one on the list. Faridabad in Haryana has been ranked second. 
•  Delhi is ranked sixth on the list. Gaya and Patna in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh capital Lucknow, Cities of 
Agra, Muzaffarpur, Srinagar, Gurugram, Jaipur, Patiala and Jodhpur are also on the WHO list of most 
polluted cities. The air quality index (AQI) in Varanasi reached an alarming 490 in 2017 and 384 (very 
poor category)  in December 2018. 
•  Air Quality Index (AQI) in India: As per pollution control authorities, An AQI between  
♦ 0 and 50 is considered "good",  
♦ 51 and 100 "satisfactory",  
♦ 101 and 200 "moderate",  
♦ 201 and 300 "poor",  
♦ 301 and 400 "very poor", and  
♦ 401 and 500 "severe". 
 
Namami Gange got Public Water Agency of the Year award at Global Water Summit 
• India's flagship programme, National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or Namami Gange  was 
felicitated with ‗Public Water Agency of the Year‘ award by Global Water Intelligence at the Global 
Water Summit in London. Namami Gange Mission:  
♦ The Namami Gange programme is an integrated mission for Ganga rejuvenation, and approved by 
the Union Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000 Crore. 
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 Two schemes of West Bengal won WSIS awards. 
• Two schemes, Utkarsh Bangla and Sabooj Sathi, of the West Bengal government for skill 
development and distribution of bicycles to students have won the prestigious World Summit on the 
Information Society (WSIS) awards of the United Nations.  
• The announcement was made by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. Utkarsh Bangla Scheme: 
♦ The scheme is to give vocational training to school dropouts by providing training ranging from 400 
to 1200 hours free of charge.  
♦ Under this scheme, beneficiaries will be trained in driving, tailoring, repairing television and other 
electronic equipment's, beautician courses, etc.  
Sabooj Sathi scheme: 
♦ The objective of the scheme is to empower the students, especially the girls and reduce drop-outs 
in higher education.  
♦ Under the scheme, 34.94 lakh bicycles are already procured and distributed to target group 
students of class 9 to 12. 
 
Alice G. Vaidyan awarded the Freedom of the City of London. 
• Alice G. Vaidyan, Chairman and Managing Director of the General Insurance Corporation (GIC) of 
India, India‘s reinsurance major awarded the Freedom of the City of London in recognition of her work 
to promote insurance ties between India and the UK. Alice G. 
• Vaidyan holds post graduate degree in English literature trained at Harvard Business School, 
Boston, USA. 
• She is a Fellow of the Insurance Institute of India. Alice G. Vaidyan was the first lady officer to 
assume the post of Chairman-cum-Managing Director of General Insurance Corporation of India. 
• She was also the first lady chairman cum managing director of General Insurance Corporation of 
India. Freedom of the City is an honour bestowed by a City of London Corporation upon a valued 
member of the community, or upon a visiting celebrity or dignitary. 
 
Russia honours PM Narendra Modi with its highest civilian award. 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi honoured with Russia‘s highest state decoration, the Order of St 
Andrew the Apostle. 
• The award has been given to PM Modi for ―exceptional services in promoting a special and 
privileged strategic partnership between the Russian Federation and the Republic of India and 
friendly relations between the Russian and Indian peoples. 
• This is the seventh award conferred on PM Modi by a foreign country. 
• The award was established at the end of the 17th century by Tsar Peter I in honour of Apostle 
Andrew the First-Called. 
• The award has been given to only 18 people, including weapons designer Mikhail Kalashnikov; 
writers Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Alexy II; doctors Valery 
Shumakov and Boris Petrovsky; singers Lyudmila Zykina and Irina Arkhipova; choreographer Yuri 
Grigorovich; and former Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev. 
 
Deepa Malik honoured with New Zealand Prime Ministers Sir Edmund Hillary Fellowship for 
2019. 
• Rio Paralympics silver medallist Deepa Malik was named as the recipient of the New Zealand Prime 
Minister‘s Sir Edmund Hillary Fellowship for 2019 in recognition of her ―inspiring achievements―. 
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• She became the first Indian woman to win a medal at the Paralympic Games when she bagged a 
silver in shot put F 53 at the Rio Paralympics in 2016, scoring her personal best of 4.61m. 
• She will work to promote sporting, cultural as well people-to-people relationship between India and 
New Zealand. 
• The fellowship, awarded by Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, aims to strengthen the ties between 
India and New Zealand. 
• Deepa Malik is the only Indian woman to have won medals in three consecutive Asian Para Games 
in 2010, 2014 and 2018. 
•  Her tally of laurels stands at 58 national and 23 international medals. 
• She is also the recipient of India‘s civilian honour Padma Shri and the prestigious Arjuna Award for 
excellence in sports. Deepa has entered the Limca Book of World Records four times. 
 
Digital Sukoon founder, Sudhanshu Kumar received Best Digital Agency award 
• Digital Sukoon founder, Sudhanshu Kumar was honoured with the Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Nobel 
Award by International Human Rights Council at Hotel Sea Princess Juhu Mumbai. 
•  Among the awardee, Digital Sukoon was the Best Digital Agency of the Year 2019 to receive the 
award.  
• Yogesh Lakhani of Bright Outdoor Media, Actor Johnny Lever, Jasleen Matharu also received 
awards in various other categories. 
 
Dr. A K Singh honoured with 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award. 
• Dr. A K Singh, director at Life Sciences, DRDO has been honoured with Lifetime Achievement 
Award 2019 during 4th APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave at Chandigarh University, Mohali.   
• He has made notable contributions in Internal Decorporation of Fission Produced Radionuclides and 
Infection Imaging.  
• He also discovered a Diagnobact Kit to detect the infectious lesion. He also introduced 
Pharmacosyntigraphy,  i.e. application of nuclear medicine imaging in drug research.  
• 4th Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave: For Best Innovative Project Awards 2019, 965 
innovative projects competed against each other. Pankaj Sharma bagged the first position and Best 
Innovation of the Year Award 2019, for Smart Trolley Bag project.  Pratul and Abhishek shared 
second place. 
•  Pratul acquired award for Automatic Toilet Cleaner project. Abhishek won for prototype model for 
Accident Management System respectively.  
• Third prize was jointly won by Vaibhav and Daniyal for treatment of textile affluent and plastic with 
bio-mass to help in controlling water and air pollution.  
 
Telugu Poet K Siva Reddy Selected For Prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018 
• Telugu poet K Siva Reddy selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018 for his collection of 
poetry titled Pakkaki Ottigilite.   
• The award carries a cash prize of 15 lakh rupees, a citation and a plaque. About Saraswati Samman 
2018 Awards The Saraswati Samman is an annual award for outstanding prose or poetry literary 
works in any 22 Indian languages listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India.   
• It is named after an Indian goddess of learning and is considered to be among the highest literary 
awards in India. Currently held by Sitanshu Yashaschandra. 
 
 Three teams from India are awarded in NASAs Human Exploration Rover Challenge 
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• NASA has awarded three teams from India as part its annual Human Exploration Rover Challenge, 
which invites high school and college students to build and test roving vehicles for future missions to 
the Moon, Mars and beyond. Nearly 100 teams took part in the competition.  
• The team from KIET Group of Institutions in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, won the ―AIAA Neil 
Armstrong Best Design Award‖. The Mukesh Patel School of Technology Management and 
Engineering from Mumbai, Maharashtra, won the ―Frank Joe Sexton Memorial Pit Crew Award‖. A 
team from Lovely Professional University in Phagwara, Punjab, won the ―STEM Engagement Award‖.    
• NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge: The NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge is to 
encourage research and development of new technology for future mission planning and crewed 
space missions to other worlds. The NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge prior to 2014 
referred to as the Great Moonbuggy Race. It is an annual competition for high school and college 
students to design, build, and race human-powered, collapsible vehicles over simulated lunar/Martian 
terrain. The competition was first held in 1994. NASA sponsors the competition since 1996, the U.S. 
Space & Rocket Center, hosts.  
 
Crying Girl photo by John Moore won the World Press Photo of the Year Award. 
• Veteran Getty Images photographer John Moore‘s photograph of a young girl Yanela Sanchez 
crying as she and her mother are taken into custody by US border officials in McAllen, Texas, USA, 
after crossing into the US from Mexico won the World Press Photo of the Year and the first prize in 
the Spot News, Singles, category.  
• He received €10,000 (£8,600) as prize amount. Dutch-Swedish photographer Pieter Ten Hoopen 
won the ―World Press Photo Story of the Year Award‖ for the image of 2018 mass-migrant caravan to 
the US border. For 62 years, the World Press Photo Foundation has recognized the best 
contributions to visual journalism by professional photographers through its international World Press 
Photo Contest. This year's winners were selected from 78,801 images entered by 4,738 
photographers world-wide 
 
Pulitzer Prize for New York Times and Wall Street Journal. 
• The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal were awarded Pulitzer Prizes for their separate 
investigations of President Donald Trump and his family.  The Times won the prestigious journalism 
award for a probe of the Trump family‘s finances that debunked his claims of self-made wealth and 
revealed a business empire riddled with tax dodges. The Associated Press won a Pulitzer for 
international reporting for its coverage of the war in Yemen. Reuters was honoured for international 
reporting for its coverage of atrocities committed against Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. 
 
 Fincare Small Finance Bank won the Celent Model Bank 2019 Award. 
• Fincare Small Finance Bank (SFB)honoured with the prestigious Celent Model Bank 2019 Award in 
Financial Inclusion category, for ‗Redesigning Lending to Reach Small Businesses‘. 
• The award recognizes LAP (Loans against Property) D.Lite, which is a tab-based solution designed 
and developed in-house by Fincare SFB for instant underwriting of loans against property targeted at 
micro and small enterprises. 
• The Award was announced on its 12th anniversary in 2019 and was organized by Celent in New 
York. 
LAP D.Lite is one of the 22 initiatives from all over the world to receive this award, which featured 140 
nominations from 80 institutions from 30 countries. 
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• The other banks to receive the award in other categories were Bank of America, CIBC, Fidor Bank, 
HSBC, Rabobank, and Santander. 
The award is for best practices of technology usage in different areas critical to success in banking. 
 
 UN honoured Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan. 
• United Nations honoured 150 Indian peacekeepers serving with the UN Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) with medals of honour for their dedicated service and sacrifice. UNMISS is working to 
deter violence against civilians by providing a safe and secure environment for South Sudanese 
people who have fled violence and sought sanctuary at Protection of Civilian sites across the country. 
It aims to provide a safe and supported environment so that these people can return to their former 
homes and communities to live safely and with dignity. 
• UNMISS peacekeepers are also working to facilitate the safe delivery of humanitarian assistance, 
such as food, clean water, shelter and healthcare, to the millions of displaced people. It also protects, 
monitors, investigates, and reports on human rights violations and abuses with a strong focus on the 
most vulnerable, such as women and children and those who are subjected to sexual and gender-
based violence. 
• UNMISS is committed to helping build durable peace in South Sudan. It is working as a partner at a 
national and sub-national level with political, religious, traditional and community leaders as well as at 
grassroots with communities and individuals across the country to advance reconciliation efforts, to 
strengthen conflict resolution mechanisms and build national cohesion as well as to engage in 
regional and international peace initiatives. 
 
Malayalam film Bhayanakam won best cinematography at 2019 Beijing International Film 
Festival. 
• Malayalam film Bhayanakam (Fear) directed by Jayaraj won the best cinematography award at the 
Beijing International Film Festival. 
The cinematography was done by Nikihil S Praveen. 
• The film had also won the best cinematography award at the 65thNational Film Awards. 
• The film portrays the visits of first World War veteran to a small village in the backwaters of Kerala's 
Kuttanand as a postman during the World War-II. He shares with the families the good and bad news 
of the soldiers who took part in the war. 
• Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan-starrer Zero was screened at the end of the festival. 
• The festival also screened five Indian films, including Satyajit Ray's "Pather Panchali", "Apur 
Sansar", "Aparajito", the romantic comedy "Love Per Square Foot", the 2018 Indian romantic comedy 
and the thriller "Ittefaq". 
 
KAU IPR Cell Won The National IP Award 2019. 
• Intellectual Property Rights Cell (IPR Cell) of Kerala Agricultural University (KAU) 
The award comprises of INR 1 lakh, citation and memento. 
 
 Swacchta Pakhwada Awards 2019 awarded to All India Radio. 
• All India Radio, Publication Division and Children‘s Film Society of India were given Swacchta 
Pakhwada Awards-2019 in New Delhi. 
Secretary in the Information and Broadcasting Ministry Amit Khare gave away the awards. 
• Director General of All India Radio F. Sheheryar and Director General (News) Ms. Ira Joshi received 
the Award for All India Radio. 
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Press Council of India, Press Information Bureau and BECIL were also mentioned during the award 
ceremony for their efforts during the Swacchta Pakhwada. 
 
Benny Antony won National Intellectual Property Award. 
• Benny Antony, Joint Managing Director, the Kochi-based Arjuna Natural Ltd, has been conferred 
with the National Intellectual Property Award for 2019 in the category of Top Individual for Patents 
and Commercialization. 
He is the inventor of BCM-95, the world‘s leading patented turmeric extract formulation, with over 80 
international patents to his credit. 
Antony was also conferred with the ‗WIPO Medal for Inventors‘ jointly by Intellectual Property Office 
India and the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO). 
  
 Healthtech startup Niramai wins top prize at Japan event. 
• Bengaluru-based healthtech startup Niramai secured the top prize at the Hack Osaka event in 
Japan. Niramai was awarded for its "software to detect breast cancer with radiation-free, non-touch, 
not painful examination [which] works for women of all ages".  
• The AI startup was founded in 2016 by former Hewlett-Packard and Xerox employees Geetha 
Manjunath and Nidhi Mathur.  
 
Bajrang Punia became First Indian Wrestler to fight at New York’s Iconic Madison Square 
Garden 
On 27th April 2019, 25 years old Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia became the first Indian wrestler to 
fight at New York‘s iconic Madison Square Garden. 
Bajrang PuniaKey Points: 
i. He won the gold medal at the 65kg men‘s freestyle wrestling at the recent Asian Championships. 
ii. He is the first Indian wrestler to be invited by the American governing body and will take part in the 
―Grapple at the Garden — Beat the Streets‖ fight night, which will be held on 6th May 2019. 
iii. He also won eight gold medals from his previous nine international tournaments including last 
year‘s Commonwealth and Asian Games and presently holds World No.1 title in the 65-kg weight 
category. 
 
GIA confers Gaganjeet Bhullar for ‘Outstanding Achievement as a player 2019’ 
On 26th April 2019, Indian Professional Golfer, Gaganjeet Bhullar has been awarded outstanding 
achievement as a player award at the 4th Edition of the annual India Golf Industry Association (GIA) 
award for the year 2019 at the Delhi Golf Club.The GIA awards were held along with 8th edition of 
South Asia‘s largest trade show, India Golf & Turf Expo (IGTE).31 year old Bhullar was awarded 
Arjuna Award in 2013. 
Gaganjeet BhullarKey Points: 
i. Bhullar became the youngest golfer on the Asian Tour to achieve nine career victories on tour.He 
had won Fiji international in 2018. 
ii. VijayDivech and former Arjuna Awardee NonitaLalQureshi  received for their contribution to Golf 
coaching. 
iii. Naya Raipur Development Authority received ‗First 18 Holes International Standard Golf Course 
Development by a Smart City in India‘ . 
iv. Best New Nine-Hole Golf course‘ awards, was given to Eco Park, Kolkata. 
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v. The Royal Calcutta Golf Club won ‗Best Member Engagement Programme‘ award for its successful 
Royal Premier Golf League. 
vi. Boulder Hills,Hyderabad won Best Restoration of a golf course award. 
About India Golf & turf Expo (IGE): 
This platform brings together experts from around the world and India‘s golfing fraternity of India to 
share knowledge, experiences and chart the course for the future of golf in the country. 
About Indian Golf Industry Association: 
♦ President  :  Ms. Deepali Shah Gandhi 
♦ Registered under : Society Act of India 
 
Alfred Brownell was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize. 
• Alfred Brownell, an environmental lawyer, and activist was awarded the Goldman Environmental 
Prize. He was awarded for exposing alleged abuse by the palm oil company Golden Veroleum Liberia 
and helping to prevent it from converting about 50 km2 of forest that is home to elephants, pygmy 
hippopotamuses, and chimpanzees. 
• The company had been given a green light in 2010 by the government to expand in the country and 
was poised to turn more than 2,000 km2 of the lush forest into palm oil plantations. He won the 
Goldman prize along with five others for grassroots environmental activism.  
Other Awardees: 
• Linda Garcia of Vancouver, Washington, who rallied local communities to successfully prevent the 
construction of North America‘s largest oil terminal. 
• Ana Colovic Lesoska of North Macedonia, whose seven-year campaign helped stop hydroelectric 
projects from being built in the country‘s largest national park. 
• Bayarjargal Agvaantseren of Mongolia, who led the fight to create the Tost Tosonbumba Nature 
Reserve. 
• Jacqueline Evans of the Cook Islands, whose work led to the conservation and sustainable 
management of all of the Cook Islands‘ ocean territory and creation of 15 marine protected areas. 
• Alberto Curamil of Chile, a jailed indigenous activist who had protested several hydroelectric 
projects in the country.    

 
 

SPORTS  
Roger Federer won Miami Open 2019 title. 
• Switzerland‘s Roger Federer defeats USA‘s John Isner in straight sets to lift his 101st career title at 
the Miami Open 2019. Federer is now behind only America‘s Jimmy Connors with 109 career singles 
titles.   
• Roger Federer has lifted his fourth title at the Miami Open. It is Swiss player‘s 28th Masters‘ title and 
the 101st overall for a player who has won 20 Grand Slam singles titles.  
 
South Korea won Azlan Shah Cup by defeating India. 
• India has lost to South Korea in the final of Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey tournament at Ipoh in 
Malaysia. South Korea lifted the title, defeating India in a shoot out 4-2. Hosts Malaysia defeated 
Canada 4-2 and secured the 3rd place.  
• Asian games Gold medalist Japan stood at 5th place, defeating Poland 6-1.  
 
 Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was held in New Delhi. 
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• The Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Hall in New Delhi from 26 
to 31 March 2019 and had a total purse of $350,000. Champions of Indian Open Badminton 2019: 
♦ Men's Singles: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) 
♦ Women's Singles: Ratchanok Intanon (Thailand) 
♦ Men's Doubles: Lee Yang and Wang Chi-lin (Chinese Taipei) 
 ♦ Women's Doubles: Greysia Polii and Apriyani Rahayu (Indonesia) 
♦ Mixed Doubles: Wang Yilü and Huang Dongping (China) India's Srikanth Kidambi lost to Viktor 
Axelsen of Denmark 7-21, 20-22 in the men's singles summit clash. 
 
India finish with 16 gold medals at Asian Airgun Championships. 
• Indian shooters claimed five gold medals on the final day of the Asian Airgun Championships to sign 
off with a total of 25 medals in Taoyuan, Taipei.  India finished with 16 gold, five silver and four 
bronze medals. 
• The next assignment for Indian shooters is scheduled at Al Ain, the United Arab Emirates where the 
International Shooting Sport Federation Shotgun World Cup stage. India finish with 16 gold medals at 
Asian Airgun Championships. 
 
Manu Sawhney took over as ICC Chief Executive with immediate effect. 
• India-born Manu Sawhney, the ex-CEO of Singapore Sports Hub and ex-Managing Director of 
ESPN Star Sports, has been working alongside the outgoing Chief Executive David Richardson for 
last six weeks to ensure a smooth transition. Richardson will remain with the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) until July to oversee the delivery of the ICC Men‘s Cricket World Cup 2019. 
 
Lewis Hamilton won Bahrain Grand Prix 2019. 
• Lewis Hamilton won Bahrain Grand Prix 2019 title  He defeated Valtteri Bottas of Finland who 
secured the second position.  Charles Leclerc was finished with the third position and becoming 
Ferrari‘s youngest ever race winner at the age of 21. About Bahrain Grand Prix 2019 First race took 
place at the Bahrain International Circuit on 4 April 2004. Number of times held: 15 First held:2004 
Most wins (drivers): Germany Sebastian Vettel  Most wins (constructors): Italy Ferrari. 
 
 Belgium retained top spot in the latest FIFA world football rankings. 
• Belgium continues to dominate the charts with 1737 points. The top three positions are unchanged 
with World Cup winner France in second spot ahead of Brazil, in third. England rose above Croatia, to 
reach No 4 this month. Indian football team gained two places to rise to 101 in the FIFA rankings. 
 
Indian women's Football team faces Nepal in Olympic Qualifiers Round 2 match. 
• In Football, Indian women's team faces Nepal in their Olympic Qualifiers Round 2 match in 
Mandalay, Myanmar today. The match will begin at 2 PM Indian time. The two teams will be up 
against each other for the third time since February. 
 
 Virat Kohli becomes all-time leading IPL scorer during 49-ball 84. 
• Virat Kohli hit his 35th fifty in the Indian Premier League as Royal Challengers Bangalore sought to 
bounce back following four successive defeats this season.  
• Up against Kolkata Knight Riders, Kohli came out all guns blazing and became the 2nd fastest after 
Chris Gayle to reach 8000 T20 runs. RCB have struggled in the 2019 IPL and Virat Kohli had failed to 
lead from the front in the first four matches. 
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•  However, back in Bengaluru, Kohli hit top gear against a top bowling attack and blazed away to a 
49-ball 84. This was Kohli's first fifty of the season. Virat Kohli had smashed 973 runs and 4 hundred 
as RCB came from nowhere to storm into the final against Sunrisers Hyderabad. 
 
Rawat has been qualified for 2020 Olympics. 
• Indian swimmer Kushagra Rawat has been qualified for 2020 Olympics, Tokyo. It was after he 
achieved the B standard of the 800m freestyle event at the Speedo Thailand Age Group 
Championships in Bangkok. 
 
Graham Reid appointed as chief coach of India men's hockey team. 
• Reid was part of the silver-medal winning Australian team at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. Reid's 
appointment till the end of 2020 was ratified after Hockey India received necessary clearance from 
the Sports Authority of India (SAI).  
• India had been without a chief coach since Harendra Singh was sacked after last year's World Cup 
Reid will be in charge of the team during their next international assignment -- tour to Australia in May 
2019.  
 
Isaak Hayik, 73, set a new record as world’s oldest soccer player. 
• A 73-year-old Israeli Isaak Hayik set a new world record as the world‘s oldest person to play in a 
professional soccer match. The previous record holder was 53 years old Uruguayan Robert Carmona 
who was played a professional match in 2015. 
 
Malaysia Open Badminton 2019: Lin Dan clinched title in Mens Single’s category. 
• Chinese badminton ace Lin Dan clinched the Malaysia Open 2019 title against countryman Chen 
Long to claim his first major title in two years. The 2019 Malaysia Open, officially the CELCOM 
AXIATA Malaysia Open 2019, is a badminton tournament which takes place at Axiata Arena in 
Malaysia from 2 to 7 April 2019 and has a total purse of $700,000. 
 
 Spain Garbine Muguruza claimed Monterrey Open title. 
• Garbine Muguruza of Spain successfully claimed back-to-back Monterrey Open title 2019 as 
Victoria Azarenka succumbed to injury in the final. 
•  Asia Muhammad & Maria Sanchez claimed women's doubles title in Monterrey Open. The 
Monterrey Open is a professional women's tennis tournament played on outdoor hard courts. 
 
 India bow out of 2020 Olympic Qualifying tournament. 
• The Indian women‘s football team bowed out on an opportunity to qualify for the third round of the 
2020 Olympic qualifiers. The Indian team win to top Group A but it lead twice to play out a 3-3 draw 
against Myanmar to bow out of the competition. 
 
Virat Kohli and Smriti Mandhana named the Wisden's Leading Cricketers in the World 
• In the 2019 (156th) edition of the Wisden Cricketers' Almanack published recently, Indian cricket 
captain Virat Kohli and women's cricketer Smriti Mandhana were named the Leading Cricketers in the 
World.  
• Kohli has won the honour for an unprecedented third year in a row while it‘s the first time Smriti has 
won the honour.  
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• Kohli scored 2,735 runs across the three formats in 2018 while Smriti scored 669 and 682 runs in 
ODIs and T20s respectively. Afghanistan spinner Rashid Khan was named the Leading T20 cricketer 
for the second year in a row.  
• Wisden's Cricketers of the Year was also awarded to four other Cricketers namely English cricketers 
Jos Buttler, Sam Curran, Rory Burns and Tammy Beaumont, for their performances in the 2018 
English summer. 
 
 Eni Nuraeni named as Best athletic coach in Asia 2019 by AAA. 
• Indonesian Eni Nuraeni was named by Asian Athletic Association (AAA) as the best athletic coach 
in Asia for the short-haul run category in 2019. It was announced by the Indonesian athletic sports 
association (PB PASI). Eni coaches young sprinter Lalu Muhammad Zohri to win the 100m gold 
medal in 10.20 seconds in the 2019 Grand Prix Malaysia Open athletics championships. Earlier, Zohri 
won the 100m in 10.18 in the IAAF World U20 Championships in Tampere, Finland in 2018. 
 
 Anand secured 5th place in the Shamkir Chess 2019 tournament. 
• Viswanathan Anand secured 5th place in the Shamkir Chess 2019 tournament, Shamkir, 
Azerbaijan. He drew with Veselin Topalov in the ninth round to finish fourth with 4.5 points, the same 
as Alexander Grischuk and Teimour Radjabov. 
• However, Anand was placed fifth in the rankings behind Magnus Carlsen, Ding Liren, Sergey 
Karjakin, and Grischuk. 
• The results (ninth round): 
♦ Anand (4.5) drew with Veselin Topalov (4) 
♦ David Navara (4) drew with Teimour Radjabov (4.5)  
♦ Shakhriyar Mamedyarov (3.5) drew with Sergey Karjakin (5) 
♦ Ding Liren (5) drew with Anish Giri (3) 
♦ Magnus Carlsen (7) bt Alexander Grischuk (4.5). 
 
 Meena Kumari bagged gold at the 2019 Boxing World Cup. 
• Meena Kumari Maisnam from Manipur claimed the Gold medal in the 54 kg category at the Boxing 
World Cup at Cologne in Germany. She defeated Thailand‘s Machai Bunyanut in the final. Meena 
was the 2014 Asian Championships bronze medallist. India bagged a Gold, two Silver and two 
bronze medals at the Boxing World Cup. Sakshi won Silver in 57 kg Category and Pwilao 
Basumatary in 64 kg category. Pinki Rani won bronze in 51 kgs and Parveen won bronze in 60 kgs 
category.  
 
Inzamam-ul-Haq, Mark Boucher inducted as MCC Honorary Life Members 
• Pakistan‘s Inzamam-ul-Haq and South African Mark Boucher were inducted as the Honorary Life 
Members of the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), in recognition to their outstanding achievements in 
the game of cricket. 
 
 Golfer Tiger Woods won fifth green jacket and 15th major title. 
• Golfer Tiger Woods won fifth Masters and 15th major title at Augusta National Golf Club. It was the 
43-year-old American golfer‘s first major title victory in 11 years and his first Master‘s win since 2005. 
All-time leader, Jack Nicklaus is just three major titles ahead of the former world No.1. 
 
Mumbai Shuttler Dani clinches Dutch International badminton title 2019. 
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• India‘s Harsheel Dani, a former junior national champion, defeated Mads Christophersen of 
Denmark, world no 149, to clinch the 20th Victor Dutch International Badminton title in Wateringen, 
The Netherlands with a 15-21, 21-12, 21-13 victory in a 47-minute clash.  
• It was the second win for Dani opposite Christophersen.  The 22-year-old won the Ghana 
international crown in 2018 second Karvy All India junior-ranking badminton tournament in 2012. 
 
 FIFA ban former Brazilian football president Jose Maria Marin for life. 
• Former Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) president Jose Maria Marin has been banned for life 
from all football activities by FIFA. 
• In August 2018, Marin who led Brazil‘s organising committee for the 2014 World Cup, was 
sentenced to four years in prison for racketeering, money laundering and wire fraud.  
• He became the first person to be imprisoned as the result of the US investigation into corruption at 
world football‘s governing body. 
Earlier Marin was arrested at a luxury Zurich hotel in May 2015. During US investigation, he was 
found to have taken bribes in exchange for the media and marketing rights to various tournaments 
which also include the Copa America. 
 
 Bajrang regained top spot in world wrestling rankings. 
• India's Bajrang Punia has regained the world number one spot in the men's 65-kilogram Wrestling 
freestyle category rankings. 
The rankings were released by United World Wrestling. 
• Punia, who won Gold in the Asian Games and Commonwealth Games as well as a silver in the 
World Championships last year, secured 58 points ahead of Akhmed Chakaev of Russia. 
• Bajrang, who is currently preparing for the Asian Wrestling Championship to be held in China from 
the 23rd of this month, had first reached the world number one spot in November last year. 
• He won gold at the Dan Kolov-Nikola Petrov tournament in Bulgaria last month. 
• Punia secured 58 points ahead of Akhmed Chakaev of Russia. 
 
 Rathi lifts Maharashtra junior boys golf title in Pune 
• 21 April 2019 Current Affairs: Gurgaon boy Saurav Rathi hit an impressive 5 under 66 on Day 4 of 
the IGU Maharashtra junior boys golf championship 2019 held at the Poona Golf Course in Yerwada 
to lift the category A (16 to18 years) and category B (13 to 15 years) titles with a four-day score of 3 
under 281. 
• The leader Aryan Roopa Anand, a phenomenal return on the front 9 saw him close the deficit before 
carrying his momentum on the back 9 to ensure he had his hands on the title at the end. 
 
 Services lifted Santosh Trophy Football; beat Punjab in final. 
• Services won their sixth Santosh Trophy title with a 1-0 victory over Punjab, at Ludhiana. 
• In the semi-finals earlier, eight-time champions Punjab had defeated five-time winners Goa 2-1 to 
enter their 15th final. 
• Services beat Karnataka 4-3 in the semis via a penalty shootout to book a place in the title clash for 
the 11th time. 
• The 2018–19 Santosh Trophy was the 73rd edition. 
 
India won 5 medals on opening day of Asian Athletics Championships 2019. 
• Javelin thrower Annu Rani and 3000-meter steeple chaser Avinash Sable won the silver medals. 
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• Quartermiler M P Poovamma, 5000-meter runner Parul Choudhary and 10000-meter runner Gavit 
Murali Kumar bagged a bronze each. 
• With five medals to their name, India were fifth in the medals tally. Bahrain lead the table (7 medals), 
China second (5 medals), Iran third (2 medals) and Philippines fourth (1 medal). 
 
Fabio Fognini became the first Italian to win an ATP Masters 1000 title. 
• He achieved this feat at the Monte Carlo Masters by defeating Dusan Lajovic 6-3, 6-4 in one hour 
and 38 minutes. 
• Fognini will rise to a career-high ranking of 12. 
• Fognini had beaten Rafael Nadal in the semi-final. 
• Fognini earns 1000 ATP Rankings points and receives €958,055 in prize money. Lajovic gains 600 
points and €484,950 for his run to the championship match. 
Last time an Italian player Nicola Pietrangeli won the trophy in 1968. This event held every year at 
Monte Carlo Country Club. 
• Fognini is the eighth player to win his first Masters 1000 title over the past 17 events at the elite 
level. In the 92 ATP Masters 1000 events prior to 2017 Rome, only eight players won their first 
Masters 1000 crown. 
 
 Bajrang Punia won gold at the Asian Wrestling Championships 2019. 
• World No.1 Bajrang Punia won India‘s first gold medal in the 65 kg category at the Asian Wrestling 
Championships 2019 in Xi‘an, China. 
Bajrang defeated Sayatbek Okassov of Kazakhstan 12-7 in the final to bag the medal. 
• Meanwhile, Praveen Rana settled for silver and Satyavrat Kadian won bronze in 97 kg category. 
• Apart from these two, in the women‘s event, India‘s top wrestlers Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik, 
Pooja Dhanda and Divya Kakran are also in contention. 
 
PU Chitra gives 3rd gold for India in Asian Athletics Championships. 
• PU Chitra won gold in women‘s 1500m at the Asian Athletics Championships in Doha. 
With the victory Chitra also qualified for the World Championships, which will be held later this year. 
23-year-old Chitra clocked 4:14.56s to become the first Indian athlete to defend her Asian Athletics 
Championships in the 2019 meet. Chitra had won the gold medal in the women's 1500m race in the 
2017 Asian Athletics Championships held in Bhubaneshwar. 
• Dutee Chand clinched the bronze medal in 200-metre sprint after clocking 23.24 seconds. 
• With her medal haul, India picked up four medals on the fourth and final day of the competitions, to 
end at fourth place in the medal tally. 
India bagged 17 medals overall, including 3 gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze medals. 
China tops the medal table of 2019 Asian Athletics Championships with 29 medals in total. 
• Bahrain (22 medals) and Japan (18 medals) secured second and third place respectively in medal 
table. 
 
 Panghal wins India's 1st gold at Asian Boxing C'ships. 
• Amit Panghal claimed India's first gold medal at the ongoing Asian Boxing Championships on Friday 
after defeating South Korea's Kim Inkyu in a unanimous decision in the 52kg category. Deepak Singh 
and Kavinder Singh Bisht had to settle for silver medals after losing their finals in the 49kg and 56kg 
categories respectively. 
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Wrestlers Divya Kakran, Manju win bronze at Asian C'ships. 
• Indian wrestlers Divya Kakran and Manju Kumari won bronze medals at Asian Wrestling 
Championships on Thursday. The 21-year-old Divya defeated Mongolian wrestler Battsetseg 
Soronzonbold in 68-kg category while Manju secured bronze by beating Vietnam‘s Thi Huong Dao in 
59-kg category. Bajrang Punia on Tuesday won India's maiden gold medal at the tournament. 
 
17-yr-old wins WC silver, secures Olympic quota for India. 
• Seventeen-year-old Divyansh Singh Panwar secured an Olympic quota after he added to India's 
medal tally by finishing second in the men's 10m air rifle event at the ongoing ISSF World Cup in 
Beijing, China. The 17-year-old shooter had earlier won India a gold medal in the mixed team event 
along with Anjum Moudgil. 
 
Gaganjeet Bhullar wins 'Outstanding Achievement as a player' award. 
• Indian golfer Gaganjeet Bhullar won the 'Outstanding Achievement as a player' award at the fourth 
edition of the annual India Golf Industry Association (GIA) awards. Bhullar won the 2018 Fiji 
International, a European Tour event, and also became the youngest golfer on the Asian Tour to 
achieve nine career victories on tour. 
 
Abhishek Verma won gold in 10m Air Pistol at ISSF World Cup. 
• Abhishek Verma won the 10m air pistol gold medal at the International Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF)World Cup at Beijing, China. He clinched the top spot with a total score of 242.7. Russia‘s 
Artem Chernousov took silver. His brilliant performance in the Shooting World Cup Final also secured 
a fifth Olympic quota for India. 
 
 Gurpreet Singh settles for silver at Asian Wrestling C'ships. 
• India's Gurpreet Singh settled for a silver medal in the Greco-Roman 77kg category event at the 
Asian Wrestling Championships in Xi'an on Saturday. Gurpreet had earlier beaten Bakhit Sharif K 
Badr of Qatar 10-0 in the quarterfinals.  
• In the 87kg event, Sunil Kumar had to settle for a silver medal after losing in the final. 
 
Former India footballer Kannan passes away 
•  Former India footballer P. Kannan passed away at a city hospital following prolonged illness. He 
was 80 and is survived by his wife and two daughters. 
•  Kannan, who was a forward and made 14 appearances for India, suffered a stroke earlier in the 
month. 
•  Born in Vandavasi in Tamil Nadu, Kannan played in Bengaluru, Kolkata and Chennai. 
•  He represented Universal RC for four years in the Chennai Football Association (CFA) senior 
division league. 
 
Asian Wrestling Championship 2019 
The Asian Wrestling Championship 2019 was held in Xi‘an, China from April 23 to April 28, 2019. 
India won 16 medals which include 1 gold, 3 silver and 4 bronze by men‘s freestyle wrestlers, 3 silver 
and 1 bronze by men‘s Greco-Roman wrestlers and 4 bronze won by women‘s freestyle wrestlers. 
India ranked 8th place in the tournament and the first three countries ranked in the tournament were 
Iran followed by China and Japan. 
Top 5 Countries in Medal Tally.               
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Rank Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total 

1 Iran 11 0 6 17 

2 China 5 5 6 16 

3 Japan 4 7 6 17 

4 Uzbekistan 2 3 5 10 

5 Kazakhstan 2 2 12 16 

 
India’s Nitendra Singh Rawat finishes 27th in Virgin Money London Marathon 2019 
Nitendra-Singh-RawatOn 28th April 2019, Indian marathon runner, Nitendra Singh Rawat finished 
27th in 2 hours 15 minutes and 59 seconds in the men‘s Elite race of prestigious Virgin Money 
London Marathon 2019 at London,UK which was won by  EliudKipchoge of Kenya for record fourth 
time. 
i. This was the fourth fastest in his career and his second fastest time in this season. 
ii. The 32-year-old Rawat has qualified for the World Championships to be held in Doha in 
September-October. 
 

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

ECI apppointed Viswajeet as Intelligence Chief for AP. 
• The Election Commission of India appointed Additional Director-General of Police Kumar Viswajeet 
as Intelligence Chief for Andhra Pradesh. A 1994 batch IPS officer, Mr. Viswajeet, is presently 
Chairman of the Andhra Pradesh State Level Police Recruitment Board (APSLPRB). 
• He will take charge immediately. The top post fell vacant with the Election Commission transferring 
former Intelligence DG, A.B. Venkateswara Rao. The Intelligence wing plays a key role in guiding the 
police and the election authorities on mobilisation of forces in critical and cut-off villages. 
 
Mahesh Singh is appointed the Flag Officer Commanding Karnataka Naval Area. 
• National Defence Academy, Rear Admiral Mahesh Singh takes charge as the Flag Officer 
Commanding Karnataka Naval Area. Mahesh Singh is a post graduate from Defence Services Staff 
College and he headed Navigation and Direction School at Kochi and the Maritime Warfare Centre at 
Vishakhapatnam. He was a commissioned into the Indian Navy in January 1987. 
  
Air Marshal NS Dhillon to be designated as new Strategic Forces Command (SFC) Chief. 
• Fighter pilot Air Marshal Navkaranjit Singh Dhillon has been appointed as the new Strategic Forces 
Command Chief.  He will succeed in Jasbir Walia. He was commissioned as a fighter pilot in the 
Indian Air Force on December 1981. He has experience as a Commanding officer in MiG-21 Sqn and 
as a Chief Operating Officer of a premier flying base. 
 
Executive Director of ICICI, Vijay Chandok appointed as MD and CEO of ICICI Securities 4. 
• Executive Director of ICICI Bank, Vijay Chandhok appointed as MD and CEO of ICICI Securities, a 
subsidiary of ICICI bank. He will succeed Shilpa Naval Kumar. He joined the ICICI Group in 1993. At 
present, he is on the boards of ICICI Bank UK PLC and ICICI Bank Canada and is the Chairman of 
ICICI Investment Management Company. 
 
Eicher Motors Ltd. Vinod K.Dasari as the CEO of Royal Enfield. 
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• Eicher Motors Ltd. has appointed Vinod K. Dasari as the Chief Executive Officer of Royal Enfield. 
He will also join the board of Eicher Motors as executive director with immediate effect. 
• He stepped down as MD and CEO of Ashok Leyland on March 31. He takes over from Siddhartha 
Lal, who will continue as the MD of Eicher Motors.  The company also plans to invest Rs.700 crore in 
capital expenditure for 2019-20. The planned expenditure will include completion of construction work 
of the Technology Centre, Phase-2 of the Vallam Vadagal plant in Tamil Nadu and towards the 
development of new platforms and products. 
 
 Google India head Rajan Anandan resigns after 8 years. 
• Rajan Anandan, vice president for Google India and South East Asia, is leaving the company after 
an eight-year stint and will be joining Silicon Valley‘s marquee venture fund Sequoia Capital. He will 
stay until the end of this month. Rajan Anandan had joined Google in 2011. His responsibility will be 
taken over by Country Director Sales Vikas Agnihotri in the interim.  
 
Vikram Kirloskar appointed as CIIs president. 
• Vikram Kirloskar, CMD of Kirloskar Systems Ltd., and vice-chairman of Toyota Kirloskar Motor has 
assumed office as President of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for 2019-20. 
• He takes over from Rakesh Bharti Mittal, vice-chairman, Bharti Enterprises.  Uday Kotak, founder 
and MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank, is the president-designate of CII for 2019-20. T.V. 
Narendran, CEO  & MD of Tata Steel Limited, takes over as CII vice-president for 2019-20. 
 
Nasscom appoints Keshav Murugesh as CEO. 
• IT industry body Nasscom has appointed WNS Global Services Group CEO Keshav Murugesh as 
its chairman for 2019-20. He takes over from his previous role as vice-chairman of Nasscom. He 
succeeds Rishad Premji (Wipro chief strategy officer and board member). Nasscom has appointed 
Infosys COO U.B. Pravin Rao as its vice-chairman for 2019-20. 
 
Amal Clooney is appointed as the U.K.s special envoy on media freedom 
• Amal Clooney has been appointed as the U.K.‘s special envoy on media freedom. The appointment 
comes as the U.K. 
• Prepares to host an international conference this July in the wake of attacks on journalists across 
the world.  Ms.Clooney will chair a panel of legal experts who will work to support countries to repeal 
outdated and draconian laws and strengthen legal mechanisms to protect journalists. 
•  Among the steps that could be taken by the panel include making proposals to countries around 
national laws that don‘t comply with international standards, particularly around issues such as 
blasphemy and stringent anti-defamation rules.  
• The panel will also prepare mechanisms that could be used internationally to raise the cost of non-
compliance with international standards, such as advising on sanctions regime that could be put in 
place relating to regimes that abused journalists. 
 
American David Malpass selected as the new President of the World Bank 
• David Malpass is currently US Treasury Department's Under Secretary for International Affairs. He 
was a senior economic adviser to US President Donald Trump during his 2016 election campaign. 
The 63-year-old, nominated by Trump, was the only candidate for the job. Malpass succeeds Jim 
Yong-kim, who stepped down on February 1 to join an investment firm. Kristalina Georgieva, chief 
executive officer of the bank, has been acting as the interim President. 
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Algerias Parliament to meet to name an interim successor. 
• Algeria‘s Parliament is set to meet on 9th April to name an interim successor to President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika after mass protests pushed the ailing leader from power. 
•  Algeria‘s Constitution stipulates that the Speaker of the upper house of Parliament, currently 
Abdelkader Bensalah, 77, should take the presidential reins.  
• He is to serve for up to 90 days, during which a presidential election must be organized.  
 
Praful Patel becomes 1st Indian to be elected as member of FIFA Executive Council 
• Praful Patel is the current president of All India Football Federation (AIFF). He got 38 out of 46 
votes. His membership in the council will be for four years, from 2019 to 2023.  
• Patel was accompanied by AIFF general secretary Kushal Das and senior vice-president Subrata 
Datta. FIFA Council member election was held during the 29th Asian Football Confederations (AFC) 
Congress in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
 
 Kirstjen Nielsen resigns as Homeland Security Secretary. 
• Kirstjen Nielsen, Homeland Security Secretary, resigned her position on 7th April. Ms.Nielsen will, 
however, stay on until April 10.  
• Kevin McAleenan, the current U.S. Customs, and Border Protection Commissioner will take charge 
as Acting Homeland Security Secretary. 
•  Ms. Nielson, who has had a rocky working relationship with President Donald Trump, handed in her 
resignation at a time when there were growing signs of division within the administration over how to 
handle the swelling numbers at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
 
 SUN Group chairman Vikramjit Sahney elected as president of ICC India. 
• SUN Group Chairman Vikramjit Singh Sahney elected as the new president of International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) - India. He will succeed Jawahar Vadivelu. 
 
SC Collegium recommends Justice Vikram Nath as First Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh HC. 
• Supreme Court Collegium recommended that Allahabad High Court judge, Justice Vikram Nath 
appointed as the first Chief Justice of the recently constituted Andhra Pradesh High Court at 
Amaravati. The office of the Andhra Pradesh High Court Chief Justice has been lying vacant since 
the day of its inception.  
• Justice Vikram Nath obtained his law degree in 1986. Following his enrolment in 1987 and he 
practised in the Allahabad High Court. He was appointed an additional judge of the Allahabad High 
Court in 2004.  
 
Algeria MPs elect Abdelkader Bensalah as first new president in 20 years 
• Abdelkader Bensalah was appointed president for a three-month transitional period after weeks of 
mass protests led to the resignation of long-serving former President Abdelaziz Bouteflika on April 2.  
• Algeria's newly appointed interim President Abdelkader Bensalah announced the election would be 
held on July 4 to vote for a new president. However, the 77-year-old Bensalah is barred under the 
constitution from running in the upcoming election. 
 
Benjamin Netanyahu elected for 5th term as Israel's Prime Minister. 
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• Netanyahu defeated centrist ex-military chief Benny Gantz, whose nascent Blue and White party 
emerged as a viable alternative to Netanyahu's decade in power.  
• With over 97% votes counted, Netanyahu's Likud party tied with the Blue and White party, winning 
35 seats each in the 120-member Knesset.  
• Netanyahu's victory came amid allegations of corruption against him and his wife. His campaign has 
focused heavily on his friendship with President Donald Trump and his success in cultivating new 
allies, such as China, India and Brazil. 
 
Karnam Sekar to be appointed as MD, CEO of Indian Overseas Bank. 
• The Central Government made important management appointments to several public sector banks.   
• According to the Department of Personnel and Training, Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) approved the appointment of Karnam Sekar as MD and CEO in Indian Overseas Bank. 
Karnam Sekar is currently the CEO and MD of Dena bank.   
• The new designation will be effective from July 1, 2019. 
 
Shiv Das Meena to be designated as the Chairman cum Managing Director (CMD) of National 
Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC). 
• He is appointed as the Chairman cum Managing Director (CMD) of National Buildings Construction 
Corporation (NBCC). He assumed office as Chairman-cum-Managing Director, NBCC. 
 
Cairn India’s CEO and CFO resign. 
• Cairn India CEO Sudhir Mathur and CFO Pankaj Kalra have resigned from the firm. Ajay Dixit, who 
was CEO of the Aluminum and Power divisions of Vedanta, will take over from Mr.Mathur in the 
interim, after his exit. Mr.Mathur is the fourth CEO to quit the firm after it was acquired by Vedanta in 
2011. 
 
 Nitin Chugh likely to be appointed as MD & CEO of Ujjivan Small Finance Bank. 
• Nitin Chugh, digital banking head of private sector lender HDFC Bank, is likely to succeed Samit 
Ghosh, the Managing Director and Chief Executive of Ujjivan Small Finance Bank. Mr.Ghosh, who is 
also the founder of Ujjivan SFB, will retire in November 2019. 
• The Bengaluru-based small finance bank has already applied to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 
approval to appoint Mr.Chugh as the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer. Mr.Chugh has 
over 23 years of experience.  
 
Jamia Millia Islamia gets its First Woman Vice-Chancellor. 
• The Ministry of Human Resources and Development issued a statement about appointing Professor 
Najma Akhtar as vice–chancellor of Jamia Millia Islam about Professor Najma Akhtar as vice–
chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia University (JMI) by the President of India. 
• She is appointed for a period of five years. Professor Najma Akhtar will be the first woman to hold 
the post. 
• Professor Najma Akhtar is a gold medallist from Aligarh Muslim University. She has a PhD in 
Education from Kurukshetra University. 
• Professor Najma Akhtar a Commonwealth Fellow for University. 
 
Murali Kartik named as the new brand ambassador of Fantasy 11. 
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• Funtasy11, a fantasy sports platform, has roped in former Indian cricketer Murali Kartik as its brand 
ambassador. Fantasy Gaming Space is rapidly growing and is expected to reach 100 million users by 
2020. 
• Karthik was the ‗Official Fan Management Partner‘ for the recently conducted Premier Badminton 
league. 
• Before Karthik, appointment of brand ambassadors made by famous online gaming industries are 
listed below: 
♦ Dream 11 - MS Dhoni 
♦ CricPlay - Gautam Gambhir 
♦ HalaPlay - Hardik Pandya and his brother Krunal 
♦ Fantain  - Suresh Raina 
♦ Fanmojo - Prithvi Shaw 
 
Jean Michel Lapin elected as Haiti's new prime minister. 
• Haiti‘s President Jovenel Moise announced that Jean Michel Lapin, who once served as a courier in 
the public administration, to be the new prime minister of the French-speaking Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) country. 
• He succeeds Prime Minister Jean-Henry Ceant. The former culture and communications minister, 
Lapin was named acting prime minister on March 21. 
•  Lapin is the third head of government under President Moise, since he came to office in February 
2017. 
• The formation of a new government in Haiti is an International Monetary Fund (IMF) pre-requisite for 
the disbursement of the first tranche of a US$229 million loan to Haiti. 
• In 2018, Haiti, the poorest country in the Americas, had a record US$290 million deficit, while its 
national budget was estimated at US$1.8 billion. 
 
New Palestinian government sworn in a second time after botched oath 
• Palestine‘s New Prime Minister Mohammed Ishtayeh, a veteran peace negotiator and harsh critic of 
Gaza‘s Hamas rulers, and his 22-member cabinet took the oath of office a second time, on April 14, 
2019. The ministers neglected to include a clause pledging faithfulness ―to the people and its national 
heritage‖ during ceremony on April 13.  
• The 18th Palestinian government since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 1995 was 
sworn in according to a presidential decree issued by Mahmoud Abbas.  
• The new Cabinet replaces a technocratic government formed by Rami Hamdallah in 2014 after an 
agreement between Fatah and Hamas, the Islamic militant group that has run the Gaza Strip after 
ousting Fatah and evicting the Palestinian Authority in 2007.  
• Ishtayeh faces challenges, with the Palestinian Authority in a deep financial crisis after U.S. 
sanctions and Israel's decision to withhold $138 million in tax revenue it collects on behalf of the 
Palestinians. 
 
 Rajesh Yaduvanshi is appointed as Executive Director of Punjab National Bank. 
• Punjab National Bank (PNB) appointed Rajesh Kumar Yaduvanshi as the Executive Director of the 
bank. 
• Rajesh Kumar Yaduvanshi joined PNB as a management trainee in 1985. 
He is equipped with an experience of 34 years in the banking career and is a certified associate 
member of Indian Institute of Bankers.  
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• In the past, he had worked with Dena Bank in the capacity of the Executive Director. 
• He holds a doctorate in science from Indian Agricultural Research Institute, (IARI) New Delhi. 
 
 PwC India names Padmaja Alaganandan as chief people officer, Jagjit Singh steps down. 
• PwC India announced the appointment of Padmaja Alaganandan as the firm‘s new Chief People 
Officer (CPO). 
• She takes over the role from Jagjit Singh. 
Padmaja associated with PwC for the last eight years.  
• She was the Technology sector lead for PwC‘s Advisory Line of Service.  
The leader of the firm‘s People and Organisation Consulting practice. 
• Before joining PwC in 2011, Padmaja worked in leadership roles in different organisations such as 
Mercer Consulting and AF Ferguson.  
• She is a member of CII‘s National HR Committee and the Committee on Skill Development. 
 
RedBus appoints Mahendra Singh Dhoni as brand ambassador. 
• Bus ticketing platform redBus has appointed cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni as its brand 
ambassador. 
• The cricketer will appear in a hockey player avatar in his first cameo for the brand, slated to be 
launched soon. 
• Dhoni‘s brand endorsement deals can be in the range of Rs. 3-10 crore. 
At present, Dhoni is the brand ambassador of sports firm Dream11, Colgate, MasterCard, Orient 
Fans, BharatMatrimony, Indigo Paints, SRMB Steel, and health supplement brand Revital H. 
• Recently, Fantasy sports platform HalaPlay Technologies has appointed cricketers Krunal and 
Hardik Pandya as its brand ambassadors. 
 
Mithali Raj named goodwill ambassador of Team India at the Street Child Cricket World Cup. 
• Indian women's cricket team captain Mithali Raj has been named the goodwill ambassador of Team 
India at the Street Child Cricket World Cup (SCCWC). 
• She, alongside Saurav Ganguly and Rajasthan Royals, joins in supporting the team as they gear up 
for the final match at Lords, just ahead of the ICC Cricket World Cup in May this year. 
• India has over 20 lakh street connected children. 
 
Ajay Kumar Dixit appointed as CEO of Cairn Oil. 
• Cairn Oil & Gas, a division of Vedanta Ltd, has announced the appointment of Ajay Kumar Dixit as 
its Chief Executive Officer. Dixit succeeds Sudhir Mathur, who after seven successful years with the 
company, moves on to pursue personal endeavors.  
• Dixit had joined Vedanta in 2015 from Siemens where he was CEO-Energy for South Asia. He is an 
alumni of Delhi College of Engineering and had served as the acting CEO of Vedanta‘s Aluminium 
and Power business before being elevated to this new role. 
• The company expects that his leadership will support Cairn‘s vision to realize the full potential of 
Barmer block, grow the offshore business and appraisal of new blocks under OALP I and discovered 
small fields (DSF-II). 
 
 Shri N. Kashinath designated as Member (Signal & Telecom) of Railway Board. 
• Shri N. Kashinath took over as Member (Signal & Telecom) of Railway Board. 
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• He was associated with Train Describer Project, Survey for the Mobile Train Radio Communication 
in Northeast Frontier Railway, 
• Shri N. Kashinath belongs to the 1980 Batch of the Indian Railway Service of Signal Engineers 
(IRSSE). 
 
Dubai based RAKEZ appointed Cricket Champion Ravi Shastri as a Corporate Ambassador. 
• Former Cricketer Ravi Shastri appointed as Ras Al Khaimah Economic Zone (RAKEZ) exclusive 
Corporate Ambassador to the Indian Business Community. Brand Ambassador may attract more 
Indian business leaders to set up or expand their operations in UAE through RAKEZ. This first-of-its-
kind approach is one of the many other initiatives that RAKEZ will be launching in the future to attract 
more investors from all over the world and boost the economic growth of Ras Al Khaimah. 
 
ECI appointed Bihar Ex CEO AjayV Nayak as Special Observer for West Bengal. 
• Election Commission of India (ECI) appointed Bihar's former Chief Electoral Officer (CEO). 
• Ajay V. Nayak as a special observer for West Bengal 
He is a retired IAS officer of the 1984-batch has been appointed as a special observer for West 
Bengal by ECI. 
• The Commission has earlier appointed Vivek Dube as the special police observer for the state. 
 
Deutsche Bank appoints Kaushik Shaparia as CEO For India. 
• Deutsche Bank appointed Kaushik Shaparia as the chief executive officer for India He succeeds 
Ravneet Gill. Gill left the bank to head private lender YES Bank. Shaparia‘s appointment will be 
effective from May 2019. 
 
 Malis Prime Minister Maiga resigned over Ogossagou massacre 
• Malian Prime Minister Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga resigned ahead of a no-confidence vote over his 
government‘s failure to tackle a deadly rise in attacks from Islamist militants and clashes between 
ethnic communities. 
• Mali has been struggling to restore stability since Islamist extremists linked to Al-Qaeda took control 
of the country's vast desert north in early 2012. 
Last month, gunmen killed at least 157 people on Ogossagou, a village in central Mali populated by 
rival Fulani herders, in one of the deadliest attacks the country has experienced in years. 
 
Pakistan's Finance Minister Asad Umar resigns 
• 21 April 2019 Current Affairs: Pakistan's Finance Minister Asad Umar resigned from the cabinet 
before securing a multi-billion dollar International Monetary Fund bailout package for the cash-
strapped country. 
• Umar recently returned after visiting the US in which the details of Pakistan's next IMF bailout were 
discussed. 
• Pakistan is seeking USD 8 billion funding from the IMF to bail itself out from a severe balance-of-
payments crisis that threatens to cripple the country's economy. 
 
Entrepreneur Sairee Chahal appointed to board of directors in Paytm Payments Bank. 
• Sairee Chahal having extensive experience of customer service ecosystem appointed to Board of 
Directors in Paytm Payments Bank (PPB). 
• Sairee Chahal is the founder and CEO of Sheroes which is a community platform for women. 
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PPB was incorporated in August 2016 and formally began its operations in 2017. 
• The founder of Paytm, Vijay Shekhar Sharma holds 51% stake in PPB and One97 Communications 
holds the rest of the stakes. 
 
Former Judo Federation of India chief Mukesh Kumar elected as Judo Union of Asia general 
secretary. 
• Mukesh Kumar, chief of former Judo Federation of India was re-elected as general secretary of 
Judo Union, the Asian governing body, at its ordinary congress at Fujairah, UAE. 
• He is also the Chairman of the Technical Conduct Committee of the 36th National Games that is 
allotted to Goa. 
• The present President of Judo Federation of India, Partap Singh Bajwa was elected as Vice 
President of Judo Union of Asia and as president of South Asia Judo Federation. 
 
Ravinder Kumar Passi appointed as a new Chairman of Export Promotion Council for 
Handicraft (EPCH). 
• Export Promotion Council for Handicraft (EPCH) board appointed Ravinder Kumar Passi (previously 
a vice chairman of EPCH), to the post of Chairman of EPCH. 
• He will take charge for the post of Chairman shortly from his predecessor O P Prahladka. 
• Ravinder Kumar Passi served EPCH in various important position including the post of chairman 
during 2001-2002. 
 
Michelin-star chef Vikas Khanna named brand ambassador of Indo-American Arts Council 
(IAAC). 
• Vikas Khanna, Michelin-star chef named as brand ambassador of Indo-American Arts Council 
(IAAC), a leading cultural organisation which will organise the annual New York Indian Film Festival 
(NYIFF) that would showcase the chef‘s film ‗The Last Color‗ and Nawazuddin Siddiqui-starrer 
‗Photograph‘. 
• The New York Indian Film Festival is North America‘s longest-running and most prestigious Indian 
film festival that would be organised from May 7 to 12, 2019.  
The festival will showcase 30 feature-length films, including 3 documentaries, 30 shorts and 19 
regional films. 
 
Uday Kumar Varma resigns from Assocham Secretary General post. 
• Uday Kumar Varma, a former bureaucrat retired from the post of Secretary, Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, resigned from the post of The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(Assocham) Secretary-General. Currently, Assocham‘s Deputy Secretary-General Saurabh Sanyal is 
discharging the duties of secretary general. 
 
Twitter appoints Manish Maheshwari as new India MD. 
• Manish Maheshwari, who previously served as the CEO of Network18 Digital, takes over the new 
role from April 29. 
Prior to Network18, Maheshwari has worked with Flipkart, txtWeb, Intuit, McKinsey and P&G. 
• Manish will be responsible for driving an integrated business strategy to accelerate Twitter‘s 
audience and revenue growth in the country, overseeing Twitter India‘s teams in Delhi, Mumbai and 
Bengaluru. 
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• He will be based in Delhi. 
• Manish will report to Maya Hari, Twitter‘s vice president and managing director of Asia Pacific. 
• The appointment comes amid growing concerns over spread of misinformation on social media 
platforms across the world, including India. 
India is among one of the biggest markets for internet companies like Facebook, Google and Twitter, 
given the large base of young population. 
Twitter, which has over 30 million users in India (according to statista.com), had  
• appointed Krish as an interim country head. 
 
 Karnam Sekar appointed as Indian Overseas Banks new MD & CEO. 
• Karnam Sekar, Dena Bank‘s former Managing Director appointed as the new Managing Director 
(MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Indian Overseas Bank.  
• He would take up the position from July 1, 2019. 
• He has been working as an officer on special duty and Whole Time Director in IOB (Indian Overseas 
Bank) from April 1 till the time of taking over charge from R Subramaniakumar who was the erstwhile 
CEO and MD. 
• R Subramaniakumar had initiated measures to uplift IOB from loses due to high Non-Performing 
Assets. 
 
Sri Lanka police chief resigns over serial bomb blasts. 
• Sri Lanka's Inspector General of Police Pujith Jayasundara has resigned over failures that led to the 
serial bomb blasts that killed around 250, the country's President Maithripala Sirisena said on Friday. 
"He has sent his resignation to the acting defence secretary. I'll nominate a new IGP soon," Sirisena 
added. Earlier, Sri Lanka's defence secretary Hemasiri Fernando resigned over the blasts. 
 
 Yes Bank names daughter of Founder who died in 26/11 as director. 
• Yes Bank has appointed Shagun Gogia, the daughter of late Co-founder Ashok Kapur, as a director 
after she was jointly nominated by Co-founder Rana Kapoor and mother Madhu Kapur. 
•  Ashok Kapur was killed by terrorists in Trident-Oberoi hotel in Mumbai during 26/11 attacks. 
Interestingly, in June 2013, Yes Bank's board turned down Gogia's application to be nominated as a 
director. 
 
 President Sirisena appointed General S.H.S Kottegoda as the Defence Secretary. 
• President Maithripala Sirisena on 29th April appointed General S.H.S Kottegoda, a former Army 
commander, to the post of Defence Secretary. He replaces Hemasiri Fernando who resigned from 
the post after the Easter blasts that killed over 250 people. 
• President Sirisena also named Deputy Inspector-General Chandana Wickramaratne as the acting 
policechief as the incumbent Pujith Jayasundara is currently on compulsory leave. President Sirisena 
squarely blamed the Defence Secretary and the IGP for failing to pass on the information to him. 
• As per Sri Lankan law, the Inspector General of Police (IGP) can be removed from the post only 
with a parliamentary resolution backed by a majority and based on a subsequent inquiry by a 
committee.  
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DAY, DATES AND SUMMITS 
Indian Navy signs MoU with CSIR for advanced technologies. 
• The Indian Navy signed MoU with the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) to 
undertake joint research and development of advanced technologies for the Indian Navy.  
• This will be a collaborative arrangement between labs of CSIR, the Indian Navy and Indian industry. 
The MoU provides a formal framework for interaction between the Indian Navy and CSIR.  
 
National Handloom Week observed from 7th April to 14th April. 
• It is a celebration of the country‘s 5,000-year old tradition of hand weaving cloths.  
• On this occasion, a book named ‗The Indian textile Sourcebook‘ authored by Avalon Fotheringham 
and published by Thames and Hudson will be launched on 9th April.  
• In 2018, the National Handloom Week was observed during December month. The National 
Handloom Day is observed on 7th August every year across India. It was on this day that the 
Swadeshi Movement was launched in 1905.  
• The First National handloom day was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on August 7, 
2015 in Chennai. 
 
April 10: World Homoeopathy Day. 
• The World Homoeopathy Day 2019 is observed across the world on April 10, 2019 to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr. Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann.  
• The week following the birth date of Hahnemann, that is, 10 April - 16 April is observed as the World 
Homeopathic Awareness Week. This year it is 263rd birth anniversary of founder of Homoeopathy.  
• About Samuel Hahnemann: Samuel Hahnemann, a German physician, a great scholar, linguist and 
an acclaimed scientist, is known as the Father of Homeopathy, Father of Human Pharmacology, 
Father of Nano Medicine and the Father of Infinite Dilution concept in Chemistry.  
• About CCRH: Central Council for Research in Homeopathy (CCRH) in India organises the scientific 
convention on the World Homeopathy Day to pay tributes to Dr. Hahnemann on his birth anniversary. 
The council has so far accomplished over 168 clinical researches, 40 basic researches, 
standardization studies of 348 drugs, proving of 112 drugs and clinical verification of 106 drugs. On 
the occasion, the AYUSH Awards will be conferred for Life Time Achievement, Best Teacher, Young 
Scientist and Best Research paper with an aim to recognise exemplary work in the field of 
Homoeopathy. About Homeopathy: Homeopathy as system of medicine was developed by Dr. 
Samuel Hahnemann in Germany in 1796. It is a natural approach to the treatment of the sick. This 
medical system based on the belief that the body can cure itself. Homeopathy uses animal, plant, 
mineral, and synthetic substances in its preparations and labels them in Latin or faux-Latin 
vocabulary. It is world‘s second most widely used system of treatment.  
 
Seventeenth MENA World Economic Forum Held In Jordan. 
• World Economic Forum in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) took place at Jordan‘s Dead 
Sea.   
• The forum assembled more than 1,000 government, business and civil society leaders from more 
than 50 countries.  
• The forum was themed on three major visions:  Generating job opportunities, Empowering Arab 
women and promoting the most intriguing startups that have joined the region‘s industry over the past 
years.  
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• About World Economic Forum Motto: Committed to improving the state of the world Formation: 
January 1971; 48 years ago (as European Management Forum) Founder: Klaus Schwab Type: 
Nonprofit organization. 
 
National Safe Motherhood Day is celebrated on April 11. 
• National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) is observed annually on 11 April to raise awareness about 
the proper healthcare of women and maternity facilities to pregnant and lactating women. The theme 
of 2019 NSMD is "Midwives for Mothers".  
• Last year‘s NSMD theme was ‗Respectful Maternity Care‘. This day also raise awareness for the 
prevention of child marriages that may be an indirect cause of maternal deaths. About National Safe 
Motherhood Day (NSMD):  
♦ this day is an initiative of the White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) to provide women with various 
healthcare programs during pregnancy, childbirth and post-natal services. 
♦ This day is first celebrated in 2003.  
♦ 11 April is the anniversary day of Kasturba Gandhi's birth. Facts about Maternal Mortality according 
to WHO:  
♦ Approximately 830 women die every day from preventable causes related to pregnancy and 
childbirth.  
♦ In developing countries 99% maternal deaths occurs. 
 
 India, Sweden inked pact to collaborate on solutions for smart cities, clean tech. 
• The India-Sweden Collaborative Industrial Research and Development Programme will work 
towards addressing a range of challenges around smart cities and clean technologies among others. 
The programme was co-funded by Indian Department of Science and Technology (DST) and 
Swedish agency Vinnova. Vinnova will provide funding to Swedish participants up to 2,500,000 
Swedish Krona (around Rs 1.87 crore) as grant.  
• On the Indian side, conditional grant of up to 50 per cent (with a limit of Rs 1.5 crore) per project will 
be provided to the Indian partners. This Programme is technically and administratively managed by 
the Global Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA) on behalf of DST in India and Vinnova in 
Sweden.  
• Government, Academia, and Industry or the ‗triple helix‘ - is key to the Sweden-India partnership. 
About Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India: It was established in May 
1971, with the objective of promoting new areas of science & technology (S&T) and to play the role of 
a nodal department for organising, coordinating and promoting S&T activities in the country.  
 
Google partners with MMTC-PAMP India. 
• Google has partnered with bullion refiner MMTC-PAMP India to allow Google Pay users to buy and 
sell gold through the app. 
• Through this partnership with India‘s only LBMA-accredited gold refinery, Google Pay users will be 
able to buy 99.99% 24-karat gold. This type of service is already offered by the likes of Paytm, 
Mobikwik, and PhonePe. 
 
AITA signs MoU with STF to train Indian junior players. 
• The All India Tennis Association (AITA) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
Serbian Tennis Federation (STF) to train Indian junior players under world-renowned Serbian 
coaches at the R.K. Khanna Stadium, New Delhi. 
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• The MoU was signed on 10th April by AITA Secretary-General Hironmoy Chatterjee and STF CEO 
Dusan Orlandic. Trainers and coaches from Serbia will come to India for a week/ two-week camp in 
the under-12, 14, 16 and 18 categories. 
 
Tata Trust and Microsoft signed MoU to support handloom weaving community. 
• Tata Trusts and Microsoft India have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to jointly 
rejuvenate the handloom clusters in the eastern and north-eastern parts of the country. 
• Project ReWeave: Microsoft‘s Project ReWeave will help preserve traditional weaving forms by 
upskilling workers, designing and marketing merchandise, and creating sustainable livelihood options. 
• Microsoft will also enable digital training through Project Sangam, a Microsoft Azure-based Learning 
Management System, which provides necessary training and tools to weaving communities to help 
them realise their full potential. Antaran initiative: Tata Trusts‘ initiative, Antaran, aims at rejuvenating 
ailing handloom clusters through an end-to-end programme. 
•  Intensive work has been initiated in Odisha, Assam and Nagaland. The programme will benefit 
3,000 artisans directly involved in pre-loom, on-loom and post loom processes, impacting the 
livelihood of weavers in six weaving clusters in these three States. Craft sector is the country‘s largest 
source of employment after agriculture. 
 
 CMFRI Signs Agreement with ISRO To Save Coastal Wetlands. 
• The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) and the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) have joined hands to map, validate and protect smaller wetlands in coastal 
regions.  
• The programme is aimed at restoring them through coastal livelihood programmes.  
• The MoU was signed between the CMFRI and the Space Applications Centre of ISRO to develop a 
mobile app and a centralised web portal that will have a comprehensive database of wetlands that 
are smaller than 2.25 hectares in the country. 
 
India to partner with Japan and UAE to set up two projects in Africa. 
• India will build a cancer hospital in Kenya in collaboration with Japan. Also, India will partner with the 
UAE to set up an ICT centre (Information and Communications Technology center) in Ethiopia.  
• Through this partnership, India has undertaken many projects like the ambitious Pan African e-
network project on tele-education and tele-medicine which provides ―integrated‖ satellite, fiber optics 
and wireless network between educational and medical institutes in Africa and India.  
• Africa is the focus under the Narendra Modi government amid China's push in the continent and 
countries from Europe are also keen to partner India for projects in third countries in Africa. 
 
The 4th Resilient Cities Asia-Pacific Congress 2019 started in New Delhi 
• The 4th Resilient Cities Asia-Pacific Congress 2019 organised by the International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) and co-hosted by South Delhi Municipal Corporation started in New 
Delhi.  
• It will conclude on 17th April 2019. It offers a lot of innovative solutions that build resilience to 
climate change at the sub-national level. Local governments in the Asia Pacific region are the main 
target of the event. The RCAP 2019 is a platform for discussing the opportunities and mechanisms of 
executing the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).  
• The proposed themes that have been recognised for RCAP 2019 are: Integrated climate resilience 
planning to manage risks and vulnerabilities Good governance and resilience Nature-based solutions 
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to adaptation Climate knowledge brokering Opportunities for regional networking and collaboration 
Sustainable infrastructure development and green growth Urban Nexus Financing mechanisms for 
Asian cities.  
 
World Haemophilia Day observed on April 17. 
• World Haemophilia Day was started in 1989 by the World Federation of Hemophilia (WFH) which 
chose to bring the community together on April 17 in honour of WFH founder Frank Schnabel‘s 
birthday. 
April 17, 2019, marks the 30th World Hemophilia Day. 
 
World Heritage Day observed on 18th April. 
• World Heritage Day also known as International Day for Monuments and Sites is an annual event 
celebrated on 18 April every year. 
In 2019, the theme is Rural Landscapes. 
 
Saudi Arabia to host G20 Summit in 2020, first in Arab world. 
• Saudi Arabia will host the annual G20 leaders' summit on November 21-22, 2020, in its capital 
Riyadh. 
• This will be the first G20 Summit to be hosted in the Arab world. 
Japan will host this year's G20 summit in Osaka, which will be held June 28-29, as well as ministerial 
meetings in eight cities. 
• In 2018, the conference was held in Buenos Aries, Argentina and focused on the global economy, 
the future of labour markets and gender equality. 
 
 International Day for Monuments and Sites was observed on 18th April. 
• The International Day for Monuments and Sites was observed on 18th April every year. In 1982, 
ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) established 18 April as the International 
Day for Monuments and Sites. UNESCO approved it the following year during its 22nd General 
Conference. Since then, 18 April has been a day to celebrate and promote cultural heritage, and an 
opportunity to raise awareness about its diversity, its relevance, how vulnerable it can be and what 
the needs and benefits of its conservation are. 
• The theme for International Day for Monuments and Sites 2019 is Rural Landscapes, which is linked 
to the theme of the 2019 ICOMOS Scientific Symposium on Rural heritage to take place in October in 
Marrakesh, Morocco. The day offers the opportunity for National and International Scientific 
Committees to raise awareness about the relevance of rural landscapes, the challenges that 
encompass their conservation, the benefits that these efforts provide, and how rural landscapes are 
intrinsically related with sustainable development. 
• Some of the main features that define rural landscapes are its fragility and use. While any changes 
in the conditions that sustain the living and evolving landscape might involve a dramatic 
transformation, or even a complete abandon or loss of a landscape, it is the conservation of its use 
which enables its tangible and intangible heritage to survive. 
 
April 19 is observed as World Liver Day. 
• The World Liver Day (WLD) is observed every year on April 19 to build awareness and 
understanding importance of liver in human body and how liver ailments are treated. 
As per World Health Organisation (WHO), liver diseases are 10th most 
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• common cause of death in India. 
 
India and France to hold their largest Naval Exercise VARUNA. 
• India and France are all set to hold their largest-ever naval exercise with aircraft carriers, destroyers, 
submarines and fighters early May as part of their expanding strategic partnership. 
• The exercise has been christened 'Varuna' and will take place off Goa and Karwar from 1 May 2019. 
The conduct of Varuna exercise was reiterated in the Joint Statement made by the Prime Minister of 
India and the President of France, on the 10th of March 2018. 
• The two countries will be deploying their aircraft carriers INS Vikramaditya and FNS Charles de 
gaulle with their Mig-29K and Rafale-M naval fighter jets. 
• The Indian participation will also include the destroyer INS Mumbai, frigate INS Trikand with their 
integral helicopters, IN submarine Kalvari, P8-I aircrafts and Dornier Maritime Patrol aircraft. 
• This comes after the successful operationalisation of the logistics support agreement between India 
and France under which Indian warships can access the French bases like Reunion Islands and in 
Djibouti. 
Under the same pact, French anti-aircraft destroyer FNS Cassard had docked at the Mumbai naval 
port in January 2019. This was second such logistics support agreement signed by India after the one 
signed by it with United States (US) in 2016. 
 
World Earth Day observed on April 22. 
• On 22nd April 2009 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution declaring 22nd April 
as the ―International Mother Earth Day‖. 
The term ‗Mother Earth‘ implies the interdependent relationship which exists between all the species 
of planet earth and to acknowledge earth‘s role in sustaining them all. 
• World Earth Day 2019 theme is ‗Protect Our Species‘. It will mainly focus on saving species which 
are on the verge of extinction due to climate change, deforestation, pollution and illegal poaching. 
• The founder of the Earth Day was Gaylord Nelson. 
In 2005 the United Nations General Assembly declared 2008 as the ―International Year of Planet 
Earth‖. The day was adopted with a view to promote education of earth sciences, acknowledging its 
importance in sustainable use of natural resources as well as for sustainable development. 
 
 Ministry of Ayush inked MoU with CSIR to cooperate in the field of research and education. 
• Ayush Ministry signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi for cooperation in the field of research and education of 
traditional medicines how to integrate traditional medicines with modern science. 
• CSIR and Ayush Ministry jointly developed the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) which 
prevents bio-piracy and misappropriation of traditional knowledge. 
 
TCS signed a deal with India Post to transform country's mail delivery system. 
• India's largest IT services company, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), has partnered with the 
Department of Posts in a bid to transform it into a multi-service digital hub, modernise the delivery of 
mail and packages, enhance customer experience, and launch innovative services that will drive new 
revenues. 
In 2013, TCS had announced receiving an over Rs 1,100 crore multi-year contract from the 
Department of Posts (DoP) for an end-to-end IT modernisation programme. 
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• Core System Integration (CSI) program designed and implemented by TCS, involved deploying an 
integrated ERP (enterprise resource planning) solution that caters to mail operations, finance and 
accounting, and HR functions, and connects its vast network of more than 150,000 post offices, 
making this the largest distributed ePostal network in the world. 
TCS is the same company that, along with the Ministry of External Affairs, revamped India‘s passport 
services through the Passport Seva Kendra (PSK) initiative and ‗Student Connect‘. 
 
 World Book Day 2019: Theme, what is the purpose and who started it. 
• World Book Day is celebrated by UNESCO and other related organisations every year on the 23rd 
of April. Also called the World Book and Copyright Day, it is an occasion to promote the joy of books 
and the art of reading. 23rd April was selected by UNESCO to pay tribute to great literary figures 
including William Shakespeare, Miguel Cervantes and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega who died on this 
day. This date was finalised in the year 1995 in the UNESCO General Conference, held in Paris, to 
honour authors and books worldwide. 
 
 FIEO joins hands with Welingkar Institute of Management to support startups in exports. 
• Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO) inked an agreement with Mumbai-based Prin. L N 
Welingkar Institute of Management Development and Research in order to support startups engaged 
in the export sector. 
Under the memorandum of understanding (MoU), FIEO launched a post graduate programme in 
foreign trade management (PGP-FTM) at Mumbai. 
• The main aim of this industry-academia partnership is to attract new entrepreneurs in exports to 
bridge the gap of availability of qualified skilled manpower in Exim trade. 
The programme consist of general management principles, export-import procedures, and 
international marketing concepts and the duration of the programme will be 11 months. 
• The programme will be offered in 2 batches. 
 
Ministry of AYUSH signs MoU with CSIR for research and modern science. 
• The Ministry of AYUSH signed MoU with the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) for 
cooperation in research and education in areas of traditional systems of medicine and its integration 
with modern science. The aim is to bring both Ministry of Ayush and CSIR together to pursue focused 
R&D efforts in the domain. Under the MoU, both organizations shall jointly endeavor to pursue: 
• R&D covering Fundamental research 
• AYUSH specific diagnostic tools, linking microbiome, gene expression and Prakriti, multi- ingredient 
herbal formulations, including their standardization 
• Exploring modern scientific methods for integration with traditional Indian Systems of Medicine (ISM) 
• Linking disease signatures 
• Furthering the collaboration in preserving and protecting traditional knowledge related to the Indian 
systems of healthcare, through the existing TKDL platform 
• Development of international standardized terminologies (disease-morbidity codes) in Ayurveda, 
Siddha and Unani (ASU), Database on Medicinal plants, Foods, etc. 
• Enhancing the collaboration through joint R&D efforts ranging from fundamental science to 
validation and thereafter product development, will significantly help in the growth of the Indian 
contributions to the traditional medicines sector, not only nationally but internationally as well. The 
MOU also includes the pursuit of Data mining & analytics and Artificial Intelligence to enable and 
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facilitate concepts such as Traditional knowledge inspired drug discovery and development and Food 
as Medicine. 
 
India observes National Panchayati Raj Day on 24th April. 
• The National Panchayati Raj Day is celebrated every year in India on 24th April. The Constitution of 
India recognizes Panchayats as 'Institutions of self-government'. This day marks the passing of 
Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 that came into force with effect from 24 April 1993. The 
Amendment Act permits states to take steps to organize village panchayats and provide them with 
necessary powers and authority necessary to facilitate them to function as units of self-government.  
• National Panchayati Raj Day: 
The first National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated in 2010. The enactment of the 73rd 
Amendment Act had led a defining moment in the history of India which helped in the decentralization 
of political power to the grassroots level. In turn, it had led to the institutionalization of Panchayati Raj 
(PR) through the village, Intermediate and District level Panchayats.  
• Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992: 
The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 came into force with effect from 24th April, 1993. It has 
vested constitutional status on Panchayati Raj institutions. It marks a defining moment in the history 
of decentralization of political power to the grassroots level. The 73rd Amendment 1992 added a new 
Part IX to the constitution titled The Panchayats covering provisions from Article 243 to 243(O). A 
new Eleventh Schedule covering 29 subjects within the functions of the Panchayats. It implemented 
article 40 of DPSP which says that State shall take steps to organize village panchayats and endow 
them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of self-
government. 
 
World Malaria Day observed on April 25. 
• World Malaria Day is an international event observed every year on 25 April, to spread awareness 
about malaria disease globally and to promote efforts to prevent malaria around the world. 
• World Malaria Day 2019 Theme: 
The theme of World Malaria Day 2019 is "Zero malaria starts with me." 
• World Malaria Day - History: 
World Malaria Day was developed from Africa Malaria Day which was first held in 2008. It is basically 
an event that had been observed since 2001 by African governments. 
At the 60th session of the World Health Assembly, a meeting sponsored by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in 2007 proposed that Africa Malaria Day be changed to World Malaria Day to 
identify the existence of malaria in the countries worldwide and to bring awareness among people 
globally to fight against malaria disease. 
• Facts about Malaria: 
Malaria is mosquito-borne infectious disease and is caused by the Plasmodium parasite. The parasite 
can be spread to humans through the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes called ‗malaria 
vectors‘. 
There are only five types of plasmodium causes malaria in humans namely - Plasmodium falciparum, 
Plasmodium vivax, P. ovale and Plasmodium malariae and Plasmodium Knowles. 
Malaria is preventable and curable, and increased efforts are dramatically reducing the malaria 
burden in many places. 
The estimated number of malaria deaths in 2017, at 4,35,000, remained virtually  
unchanged over the previous year. 
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 India may extend deadline for imposing retaliatory tariff on 29 US items by 14 days. 
• The commerce ministry is expected to recommend to the revenue department, under the finance 
ministry, to extend the deadline for imposing higher tariffs 
• If accepted by the finance ministry, the revenue department would issue a notification to that effect 
 
India, China step on the gas on oil sourcing plan. 
• The two are in talks to form a consumers‘ collective for joint sourcing of oil 
• The coming together of China and India may change global energy equations. 
 
 World Intellectual Property Day – April 26, 2019,  
• Every April 26, we celebrate World Intellectual Property Day to learn about the role that intellectual 
property (IP) rights play in encouraging innovation and creativity. 
• Faster, stronger, higher! The drive to test our abilities, the thrill of competition, and the awe we 
experience in watching ordinary people achieving extraordinary feats, have fueled our fascination with 
sports for thousands of years. 
 
World Immunization Week is observed from 24 to 30 April. 
• World Immunization Week 2019 is being observed from 24-30 April. The 2019 theme is Protected 
Together: Vaccines Work. World Immunization Week aims to promote the use of vaccines to protect 
people of all ages against disease. Immunization saves millions of lives every year and is widely 
recognized as one of the worlds most successful and cost-effective health interventions.  
World Immunisation Week 2019 celebrates Vaccine Heroes from around the world from parents and 
community members to health workers and innovators who help ensure that all are protected, at all 
ages, through the power of vaccines.  
 
UN observes World Day for Safety and Health at Work day on 28th April. 
• World Day for Safety and Health at Work is a UN international day that is celebrated every April 28. 
It is an annual international campaign to promote safe, healthy and decent work. It has been 
observed by the International Labour Organization (ILO) since 2003.  
• It is concerned about safe work and awareness of the dimensions and consequences of work-
related accidents and diseases; to place occupational safety and health (OSH) on the international 
and national agendas, and to provide support to the national efforts for the improvement of national 
OSH systems and programmes in line with relevant international labour standards. 
• Inspired by the ILO centenary and discussions on the future of work, the world day this year 
attempts to take stock of a 100 years of work in improving occupational safety and health and looks to 
the future for continuing these efforts through major changes such as technology, demographics, 
sustainable development including climate change and changes in work organization. 
• A national occupational safety and health culture is one in which the right to a safe and healthy 
working environment is respected at all levels, where governments, employers, and workers actively 
participate in securing a safe and healthy working environment through a system of defined rights, 
responsibilities and duties, and where the highest priority is accorded to the principle of prevention. 
 
World Veterinary Day 2019 is observed on 28th April. 
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• The World Veterinary Day 2019 is observed on 28th April. It is an opportunity to celebrate the 
contributions of veterinarians to the health of animals and society. The theme for the day is the Value 
of Vaccination. The day is initiated by the World Veterinary Association. 
• The World Veterinary Association (WVA) will co-host the 2019 World Veterinary Day Award with 
HealthforAnimals, the global animal medicines association. The value of the award has been 
increased to $2500. WVA and HealthforAnimals believe it is essential for the global veterinary 
profession to educate the public, particularly animal owners and producers, about the benefits of 
vaccination for animal, human, and public health. 
• Why the theme? 
Vaccination is an essential tool for preventive veterinary medicine, promotion of animal health and 
welfare, and reducing the risk of human exposure to many zoonotic pathogens. Historically, 
immunization practices and vaccination protocols have contributed to significantly reduce the 
prevalence of many life-threatening diseases. 
The risks of not vaccinating can be significant to individual animals and populations and can have 
consequences on the livelihoods of rural livestock producers in economically developed and 
emerging regions. Effective vaccination programs, broadly implemented, are likely to reduce the need 
for antimicrobials, which in turn can help reduce the risk of emergent antimicrobial resistance. 
  
Nation observes Ayushman Bharat Diwas on 30th April. 
• As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas is celebrated across the country on April 
30. For the first time, the day was observed on 30th April 2018. During the event, information 
regarding Ayushman Bharat Scheme was provided to people during health camps organised in rural 
areas. 
On this day, gram sabhas were organized in different parts of the country to create awareness about 
the National Health Protection Mission and verify and update details in the Socio-Economic and 
Caste Census database.   

 
OBITUARIES 

Lt Commander dies while fighting fire on board INS Vikramaditya. 
• Lieutenant Commander DS Chauhan died after leading the firefighting efforts on board INS 
Vikramaditya near Karwar, Karnataka. The aircraft carrier caught fire while entering the harbour this 
morning, however, it was brought under control without affecting the ship's combat capability. The 
officer suffered loss of consciousness and was taken to the Naval hospital at Karwar but couldn't be 
revived. 
 
Terry Rawlings, the British film and sound editor has passed away. 
• Terry Rawlings, a British film and sound editor has passed away. He was an Oscar nominee for his 
work on Best Picture winner ―Chariots of Fire,‖. He was born in 1933.  The 5-time BAFTA nominee 
also received a career achievement award from the American Cinema Editors society in 2006.  
 

 

  


