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NATIONAL NEWS 
ChapcharKut, the biggest and most joyful festival of Mizoram begins: 
• In Mizoram, the biggest and most joyful festival of Mizos, ChapcharKutis being celebrated 
across the state. 
• The ChapcharKutis also regarded as the most popular spring festival to the people of the 
state. This festival is a public holiday in the state. 
• Traditional bamboo dance – Cheraw and other dances were performed at the main event, 
attracting thousands of people. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

NPCI doubles UPI transaction limit to Rs 2 lakh for some payments: 
• The National Payments Corporation of India or NPCI, the umbrella organization for retail 
payments systems, has doubled the per transaction payment limit for Unified Payments 
Interface or UPI to Rs 2 lakh for some payments. 
• The committee has approved to increase the current limit of Rs 1 lakh per transaction to Rs 
2 lakh. This is to fulfill specific needs, including payments for credit cards, loans, insurance, 
and mutual fund investments. 
• The move will be effective from April 2020 and would boost the transactions for categories 
such as AMC, B2B collections, mutual funds, insurance, pre-approved disbursements, and 
credit card payments 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh selected as greatest leader in world history: 
• In the survey of BBC World History magazine, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the 19th century ruler 
of the Sikh Empire in India, has been chosen as the greatest leader ever. 
• Five thousand readers participated in this poll. Maharaja Ranjit Singh secured the first place 
with more than 38 percent of the vote. He is known for creating a tolerant and liberal empire. 
SPORTS 
 
Sindhu wins TOISA Sportsperson of Year award: 
• World champion shuttler PV Sindhu was named Sportsperson of the Year while India’s 
starbatsmanRohit Sharma was named the cricketer of the year at the fourth Times of India 
Sports Awards (TOISA) 2019 in New Delhi. 
• Former India football captain BhaichungBhutia was given the Lifetime Achievement award, 
while hockey legend and three-time Olympic gold medallist Balbir Singh Sr was honoured 
with the Icon of the Century award. 
• National badminton coach PulellaGopichand won the Mentor of the Year award, while 
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former shooter JaspalRana was recognized as the Coach of the Year. 
• The Olympic-bound Indian men’s hockey was adjudged Team of the Year while the women’s 
hockey side skipper Rani won the Inspiration of the Year award. 
 

APPOINTMENT AND RESIGNATIONS 
 
BimalJulka as new Chief Information Commissioner of India: 
• BimalJulka, a retired IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh cadre, has been appointed as the Chief 
Information Commissioner of India. President Ram NathKovind administered the oath of 
office and secrecy to BimalJulka. 
• He is retired 1979 IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh cadre. Julka has also been posted as 
Secretary in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
SBI Life re-appoints SanjeevNautiyal as MD & CEO 
• SBI Life Insurance has re-appointed SanjeevNautiyal as managing director and chief 
executive officer of the company. 
• The re-appointment is subject to approval of Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) and members of the company. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

 
Jan AushadhiDiwas: 
• Jan AushadhiDiwas celebrated on 7th march of every year. 
• The Jan aushadhi Divas aims to provide further impetus and create awareness about the use 
of generic medicines. The day will also highlight the initiative undertaken by Government in 
the direction of making quality healthcare for all, like Ayushman Bharat, PMBJY, etc. 
• The PradhanMantri Jan AushadhiPariyojna was launched by Prime Minister with an 
objective of making high-quality medicines available to all at affordable prices, especially to 
the poor and underprivileged, through exclusive outlets of Jan AushadhiMedical Stores. 
 

Current Affairs PDF- March 06, 2020 
 

NATIONAL NEWS 
4th Global Ayurveda Festival 2020 to be held in Kochi: 
• The Fourth Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF) is scheduled to be held at Kochi, Kerala from 16 
to 20 May, 2020. 
• The theme for the five-day event is “Ayurveda Medical Tourism: Actualizing India’s 
credibility”. 
• GAF 2020 will be the largest Ayurvedic event ever to be held anywhere across the world 
 
Govt announces one-time amnesty scheme for non-compliant LLPs: 
• The Ministry of corporate affairs (MCA) has launched a one-time amnesty scheme for 
Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) companies that have failed to file the requisite statutory 
documents such as annual statements, change in directors, etc. 
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• The move is aimed at promoting ease of doing business as well as to cleanse the system.It 
provides these companies a one-time relaxation in payment of additional fees and immunity 
from prosecution. 
• The scheme, LLP Settlement Scheme, 2020, allows for a one-time condonation of delay in 
filing statutorily required documents with the Registrar of Companies (RoC). 
 
International Conference on Nano Science and Technology 2020 Begins in Kolkata: 
• The International Conference on Nano Science and Technology 2020 (ICONSAT-2020) is 
being held at S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences, Kolkata from March 5-7, 2020 
• ICONSAT is the series of biennial international conference held in India under the aegis of 
Nano Mission, Department of Science and Technology, Government of India. 
• It provides a global platform of interactions among eminent scientists to bring to fore the 
recent advances in the area of nanoscience and technology. 
 
Government nod to automated facial recognition system for identification of bodies, 
missing children, criminals: 
• The Home Ministry has given approval to the automated facial recognition system (AFRS) for 
identification of unrecognised bodies, missing children and criminals by the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB). 
• AFRS will use police records and will be accessible only to law enforcement agencies. 
• This will facilitate better identification of criminals, unidentified dead bodies and missing or 
found children and persons and will not violate privacy. 

 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Ukraine's Parliament approves Denis Shmygal as new PM: 
• Ukraine's parliament approved the name of Denis Shmygal for the post of Prime Minister. 
Earlier, the former Prime Minister had to resign due to criticism of the President. 
• Most of the Members of Parliament voted in favour of Denis Shmygal, nominated by 
President VolodymyrZelensky. Earlier, Shmygal was the Deputy Prime Minister of the country. 
 
University of British Columbia discovered 17 new planets: 
• Michelle Kunimoto, a student of the University of British Columbia, has discovered 17 new 
planets. These planets have been discovered by the Kepler space telescope of the National 
Aeronautical and Space Administration. 
• Nearly two million stars have been studied by NASA's four-year Kepler mission using the 
transit method for this discovery. 
• These new planets have been discovered in the Gold-lock zone where the presence of water 
on the rocky surface of the planets is also being estimated. Among the discovered planets, KIC-
7340288b is an extremely rare planet. 
 
JanezJansa Elected Prime Minister of Slovenia for Third Term: 
• Slovenia’s parliament has elected JanezJansa as the prime minister-designate of the country 
on 3 March 2020 
• Mr Jansa takes over from centre-left premier MarjanSarec, who resigned in January 2020. 
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• The  61-year-old leader of the Slovenian Democratic Party (SDS), had also served as the 
prime minister of Slovenia from 2004 to 2008 and again from 2012 to 2013. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

RBI imposes moratorium on Yes Bank; limits withdrawals to Rs 50,000: 
• The troubled private lender YES Bank has been imposed with the moratorium by the 
Reserve Bank of India, RBI. The central bank has capped the withdrawal limit at Rs 50,000 per 
account. 
• Moreover, the YES Bank’s Board has been suspended for a period of 30 days for not being 
able to raise funds for the bank to manage the mounting NPAs and loan losses. 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

NASA names Mars Rover ‘Perseverance’ for 2020 Mission: 
• NASA recently named its Mars rover as ‘Perseverance’ for the scheduled Mars mission for 
July 2020. 
• The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) organised a nationwide 
competition to decide the name of the Mars rover. Seventh-grade student Alexander Mather 
emerged as a winner in the competition. 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Dentist’s Day: 6 March: 
• National Dentist’s Day is observed annually every March 6. 
• The day is also a day to remind everyone about the importance of regular dental checkups, 
and to encourage proper dental care. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

Google to launch its second cloud infrastructure in Delhi by 2021: 
• Google has planned to open its second cloud region in India in Delhi. 
• The Delhi cloud region is expected to be launched in 2021, and will have three zones to 
protect against service disruptions. 
• It will be the Google’s second cloud region in India. The first region was launched in Mumbai 
in 2017. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Luxembourg becomes first country to make all public transport free: 
• In an attempt to reduce traffic jams, Luxembourg has become the first country in the world 
to make all public transport free from February 29. This is the first time that the decision to 
offer free public transport has covered an entire country, the transport ministry stated. 
• The decision has been observed in Luxembourg so as to bring down the congestion on 
streets. As a result of this decision, every person will be able to save around 100 euros ($110) 
per year. 
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US-Israel Joint military Exercise Juniper Cobra 20 Cancels over : 
• The Israel Defense Forces and United States military launched the 10-day long joint missile 
defense drill Exercise Juniper Cobra 20 (JC20) on March 3, 2020. 
• However, the remaining part of Juniper Cobra 20 has been scraped over the  . The exercise 
was scheduled to be held between March 3-13, 2020. 
• Exercise Juniper Cobra 20 (JC20) is the tenth edition of the biennial exercise series 
conducted in Israel every two years since 2001 between the two country. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

EPFO lowers interest rate on PF deposits to 8.5 percent for 2019-20: 
• Retirement fund body, Employees’ Provident Fund Organization, (EPFO) has lowered the 
interest rate on provident fund deposits to 8.5 percent for the current financial year 2019-
20.Earlier it was 8.65 percent. 
• This announcement was made by Labour Minister SantoshGangwar in New Delhi on 5 March 
2020 
 
India has 3rd highest trade-related illicit financial flow globally: 
• India has the third highest trade-related illicit financial flow among 135 countries with 5 
billion dollars (about Rs 6.08 lakh crore) or 3.05 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) 
escaping the government’s tax net, according to US-based think tank Global Financial Integrity 
(GFI). 
• The GFI classifies as illicit flow funds that are illegally earned, transferred or utilised across 
an international border. The primary sources of illicit flows include grand corruption, 
commercial tax evasion and transnational crime. 
 
Allahabad Bank to be merged with Indian Bank: 
• The 10 state-run banks of the country will be converted into 4 banks from April 1 onwards. 
Allahabad Bank will be merged with the Indian Bank. The business of the new institute will be 
Rs 10 lakh crore in the coming two to three years after the merger of the two banks. 
• As of December 31, 2019, Indian Bank has a turnover of Rs 4.5 lakh crore and has 2,887 
branches across the country. Apart from this, the Allahabad Bank is worth Rs 3.94 lakh crore 
and has 3,175 branches. 
• Chennai's Indian Bank and Kolkata's Allahabad Bank will emerge as the 7th largest bank in 
the banking sector of the country. 

 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

 PM Modi will be treated with highest honour 
during Bangladesh visit: 
• Foreign Minister of Bangladesh A.K. Abdul Momen has stated that Prime Minister 
NarendraModi will be treated with the highest honour during his forthcoming visit to 
Bangladesh to attend the Mujib Centenary Celebrations. 
• The Bangladesh govt has invited Prime Minister Modi as the premier of India, which was its 
closest ally during the liberation war. 
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OBITUARY 

Former UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar passes away: 
• Peruvian two-term UN secretary-general, Javier Perez de Cuellar died on March 04, 2020 at 
the age of 100. He played a key role in a historic ceasefire between Iran and Iraq in 1988. 
• He took over the role of UN secretary-general in January 1982 and had served the post for 
term terms till 1991. He had also served as Peru’s Ambassador to France. 

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

Amrish Rau appointed as CEO of Pine Labs: 
• Amrish Rau has been appointed as CEO of Pine Labs, a leading merchant commerce platform 
company. 
• Rau founded the start-up Citrus Pay, which was sold off to Pay U, replaces Vicky Bindra who 
after a two-year stint as CEO is moving back to San Francisco, the company stated in a 
statement. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
Janaushadhi Week 2020 celebrated across India: 50,000 Suvidha Sanitary Napkins 
distributed: 
• India is observing the Janaushadhi week from 1st to 7th March 2020. 
• The week is being observed through the events organised by the owners of over 6200 
PradhanMantriBhartiya 
• JanaushadhiKendras to raise awareness about health and hygiene. One of the events was 
focussed on the theme ‘Suvidha Se Sammaan’. 
 
Government launches LLP settlement Scheme 2020: 
• The Central Government recently launched the LLP Settlement Scheme 2020 for the one-
time extension for filing the required documents with the Registrar. 
• The scheme will come into force on March 16, 2020 and will be implemented till June 13, 
2020. 
• Under the scheme, the defaulting LLPs will be allowed to fill Form 3, Form 4, Form 8 and 
Form 11. 
 
President confers 61st Lalit Kala Akademi Awards: 
• President Ram NathKovind on March 4, 2020 conferred the 61st annual Lalit Kala Akademi 
Awards at RashtrapatiBhavan, New Delhi. 
• A total of 15 artists were bestowed with the awards including Anoop Kumar ManzukhiGopi, 
SatwinderKaur, Yashpal Singh, Yashwant Singh and others. 
• The works of these artists will be displayed at the National Exhibition of Art at the Lalit Kala 
Akademi galleries till March 22, 2020. 
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Government to replace all level crossings on Highways by bridges & underpasses: 
• The Central Government has decided to replace all level crossings on the National Highways 
by bridges or underpasses under the SetuBharatam Scheme by December 2020. 
• The move is expected to enable smooth traffic management on the national highways 
besides drastically reducing the chances of road accidents. 
 
Indian Army’s International Seminar “Pragyan Conclave 2020” begins: 
• The Indian Army’s International Seminar “Pragyan Conclave 2020” has begin at Manekshaw 
Centre, New Delhi. The seminar has been organised by Centre for Land Warfare Studies 
(CLAWS). 
• The Pragyan Conclave 2020 seminar united the national and international experts to discuss 
the complex topic of ‘Changing Characteristics of Land Warfare and its Impact on the Military’. 
• It also provided a platform for discussions on emerging ideas, perspectives and narratives 
that define the ‘New Age Warfare’. 

 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

World Bank announces 12 billion USD aid to fight : 
• The World Bank announced 12 billion USD to assist countries that are grappling with 
economic impacts of . The World Bank is to provide financial aid for the countries to act upon 
the needs and develop a fast response towards the spread of the virus. 
• The bank released a statement announcing an emergency fast track package that includes 
low-cost loans, grants, and technical assistance. 
• This includes emergency financing, policy advice, and technical assistance, building on the 
World Bank Group’s existing instruments and expertise to help countries respond to the crisis. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Supreme Court lifts ban on RBI for dealing in Cryptocurrency: 
• The Supreme Court has lifted the ban on the Reserve Bank of India for trading in 
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin. 
• The ruling came on a plea filed by the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IMAI), asking 
for the removal of RBI ban. 
• The RBI had restricted the banks from facilitating the use of virtual currencies in 2018. 
 
NABARD infuses Rs 1.46 lakh cr in rural banking system during current fiscal: 
• National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has infused 46 lakh crore 
rupees in the rural banking system during the current fiscal. 
• NABARD has stated that 66,397 crore rupees have been given in short-term credit and 6,704 
crore rupees in long-term credit to rural cooperative banks. 

 
APPOINTMENT AND RESIGNATIONS 

SudhanshuPandey takes charge as new CMD of MMTC Ltd: 
• Additional Secretary at the Department of Commerce SudhanshuPandey has assumed 
additional charge as Chairman and Managing Director of MMTC Ltd. 
• His predecessor VedPrakash. 
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• Pandey currently discharges functions as the Chief Negotiator of India. 
About MMTC 
• MMTC earlier known as Metals and Minerals Trading Corporation, is the single largest trader 
for product lines like minerals, metals and precious metals. 
• Headquarters- New Delhi 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Safety Day: 
• National Safety Day is celebrated in India on 4th March by the National Safety Council of 
India. 
• This day is celebrated to make people get safe from several issues like financial loss, health 
problems and also any other problems that people are facing in their life. 
• The Campaign now entering its 49th year, has grown into a major national campaign widely 
celebrated by industry, trade unions, govt. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 03, 2020 

 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

China takes over Presidency of UN Security Council: 
• China recently took over the Presidency of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) from 
Belgium for March 2020. The UNSC Presidency changes every month on a rotational basis 
among its members. The rotation is decided as per the English alphabetical order. In January 
2020, Vietnam held the Presidency of UNSC and in February 2020, the Presidency was held by 
Belgium. 
 
Saudi Arabia grants permanent premium residency permit to foreigners: 
• As Saudi Arabia started the issuance of Permanent Premium Residency Permit to Foreigners, 
Indian investor Yosuffali M A, Chairman of the Lulu group became one of the first to be given 
the permanent residency permit by Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
• The Premium Residency, informally known as Saudi Green Card, is a residence permit in 
Saudi Arabia that grants expatriates the right to live, work and own business and property in 
the Kingdom without need for a sponsor. 
• The introduction of the Premium Residency comes as a part of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
reform plan, which was announced by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to boost the 
Saudi economy. 
About Saudi Arabia: 
• Capital: Riyadh 
• Currency: Saudi riyal 
• King: Salman 
• Crown prince :Mohammad bin Salman 

 
NATIONAL NEWS 
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ShriAmit Shah inaugurates the campus of NSG Regional Hub at Kolkata: 
• Modi government has given the country a long awaited and Well-Defined Proactive Security 
Policy that is distinct from its Foreign Policy: ShriAmit Shah Under PM Modi’s leadership, all 
expectations of NSG from the Central Government would be fulfilled in the next 5 years: Home 
Minister Determination of Jawans in securing the Nation would be reciprocated in letter and 
spirit by Modi government through securing their family's future: ShriAmit Shah The NSG 
commando has become synonymous with a 'Sense of Security' for the Citizens of India: Home 
Minister. 
 
Govt allows airlines to provide in-flight Wi-Fi services, Vistara to be first in line: 
• The central government permitted airlines operating in India to provide in-flight Wi-Fi 
services to passengers, according to official notification. 
• The Pilot-in-Command may permit the access of Internet services by passengers on board an 
aircraft in flight, through Wi-Fi on board, when laptop, smartphone, tablet, smartwatch, e-
reader or a point of sale device is used in flight mode or airplane mode, the notification stated. 
 
Power Min flags concerns over divesting govt stake below 51 per cent in NTPC, 
PowerGrid: 
• The Power Ministry has raised concerns over the proposed strategic divestment of 
government equity in NTPC, PFC and Power Grid, which may bring down its stake to below 51 
per cent. 
• Earlier, under disinvestment plan, it was proposed to divest government equity below 51 
per cent of its stake in certain public sector undertakings, including NTPC, PowerGrid and 
Power Finance Corporation (PFC). 
• Thereafter certain foreign bond holder in these PSU had raised concerns about that. The 
power entities are supposed to compensate bondholders after reduction of the government 
stake to below 51 per cent. Moreover, the PSUs have raised concerns about this proposal 
saying that it would not go down well with investors particularly foreign lenders. 
• An official stated that the power ministry has forwarded these PSUs concerns over reducing 
government stake below 51 per cent to the Finance Ministry. Presently, the government owns 
54.14 per cent in NTPC, 54.96 per cent in PowerGrid and 55.99 per cent in PFC. 
About ministry of power: 
• Preceding Ministry: Ministry of Energy Sources 
• Founded: 2 July 1992 
• Headquarters: Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi 
• Minister responsible: Raj Kumar Singh, Minister of State (Independent Charge) 
 
Incredible India Website Launched In Arabic, Chinese And Spanish To Boost Tourism 
From These Countries: 
• The multilingual version of “Incredible India” website and mobile app has been launched by 
the Minister of State (IC) for Tourism & Culture, ShriPrahlad Singh Patel in New Delhi. The 
new version of the website and mobile app of “Incredible India” has been launched in three 
new languages i.e. Chinese, Arabic and Spanish. The new version of the website and mobile 
app of “Incredible India” aims to attract tourists from Chinese, Arabic and Spanish speaking 
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regions. Inclusion of three languages aims to showcase the tourism products of India on a 
global platform. It also seeks to increase tourism awareness, attractions and opportunities by 
facilitating tourists with personalised and contextual digital experiences. 
• The multilingual website also features the 360 degree-experience-based walk-throughs and 
stories and experiences of the tourists in various aspects such as Food & Cuisine, Heritage, 
Nature and Wildlife, Luxury, Spiritual, Adventure, Art, Shopping and many more. 
• The “Incredible India” website was earlier hosted in only two languages i.e. English & Hindi.  
 
Week long “Ekam Fest” begins to promote Craftsmanship of Divyang Artisans: 
• “EKAM Fest” has been organised in New Delhi to promote Craftsmanship & Products of 
Divyang Artisans and Entrepreneurs. National Handicapped Finance Development 
Corporation (NHFDC) has organised the exhibition-cum-Fair under the Social Justice and 
Empowerment Ministry. 
• The NHFDC foundation is working to develop a brand and platform for marketing of 
products made by Divyang Artisans and Entrepreneurs. The name of the brand has been 
chosen as “EKAM”. EKAM signifies Entrepreneurship, Knowledge, Awareness, Marketing. 
• EKAM Fest organised by NHFDC is an initiative to promote entrepreneurship along with 
knowledge among Divyangjan community. It also aims to generate awareness among society 
about potentialities of PwDs as well as providing them major marketing opportunities. 
• The fest will feature the participation of the Divyang Entrepreneur and Artisans from all 
over the country. The fest will also feature the products from Jammu & Kashmir and North 
East, ranging from handloom, handicraft, Embroidery work and dry fruits. 
 
National Chambal Sanctuary gets Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) tag: 
• The Central Government recently awarded the National Chambal Sanctuary with the eco-
sensitive zone tag. The National Chambal Sanctuary is located at the intersection of three 
Indian States - Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. The sanctuary is famous for 
inhabiting Ganga dolphins and endangered crocodiles. 

 
BANKING, FINANCE AND ECONOMICS 

OECD cuts India's GDP growth projection for 2020 to 5.1% on  woes: 
• Global agency OECD lowered India’s GDP growth forecast to 1 per cent, from its earlier 
projection of 6.2 per cent, for 2020 on concerns over the impact of deadly  on the domestic as 
well as the global economy. 
• The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) stated the adverse 
impact on confidence, financial markets, travel sector and disruption to supply chains 
contributes to the downward revisions in all the G20 economies in 2020, particularly ones 
strongly interconnected to China. 
• India is a member of G20, a grouping of developed and developing economies. 
• According to the latest OECD Interim Economic Outlook Forecasts, India’s real GDP growth is 
expected at 1 per cent during the fiscal year starting April 1, 2020, and improve to 5.6 per cent 
in the following year. The latest projection for 2020-21 is 1.1 percentage point lower than the 
November 2019 forecast. 
About OECD: 
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• The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development is an intergovernmental 
economic organisation with 36 member countries, founded in 1961 to stimulate economic 
progress and world trade. 
• Headquarters: Paris, France 
• Founded: 30 September 1961 
• Secretary-General: José ÁngelGurría 

 
SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES 

 
19th edition of World Productivity Congress 2020 to be held in Bengaluru: 
• The 19th edition of World Productivity Congress (WPC) will be held from May 6 to May 8, 
2020, in Bengaluru, Karnataka. World Productivity Congress is the world’s largest convention 
for productivity development that shape future productivity growth. 
• The theme of 19th World Productivity Congress is “Industry 4.0: Innovation and 
Productivity”. The theme represents the Fourth Industrial Revolution that amalgamates the 
capabilities of humans and machines. India is hosting the conference after a gap of 45 years. 
Before this, the country hosted the WPC in the year 1974. 
Important takeaways for all competitive exams: 
• World Confederation of Productivity Science (WCPS) Headquarters: Montreal, Canada. 
• World Confederation of Productivity Science established in 1969. 

 
SPORTS 

1st Khelo India University Games Concludes In Odisha At KIIT: 
• The Khelo India University Games concluded in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Punjab University, 
Chandigarh took home the champions trophy-winning 46 medals including 17 gold, 19 silver, 
and 10 bronze. SavitribaiPhule Pune University claimed the second position and Punjabi 
University, Patiala declared as the second runners up. 
• A total of 113 universities took part in the games. India’s fastest woman Dutee Chand 
representing Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology clinched the gold medal with a timing 
of 23.66 seconds in the 200m final. 
Important : 
• Utkal Divas or Odisha Day falls every year on 01st April. 
• CM of Odisha: Naveen Patnaik; Governor of Odisha: GaneshiLal. 

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

DayapatraNevatia appointed as Mindtree COO: 
• IT services firm Mindtree has appointed DayapatraNevatia as its Chief Operating Officer. In 
this new role, Nevatia will support the company into its next phase of growth, a statement 
from the company stated. 
• Nevatia holds decades of industry experience and joins Mindtree from Accenture, where he 
was the MD and Director of Delivery for Advanced Technology Centers in India. 
• He led the delivery for the entire portfolio spanning across system integration, digital, 
application outsourcing, infrastructure, and security services across industry groups, stated 
the release. He holds a bachelor’s degree in electronics engineering and a master’s degree in 
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management studies 
About Mindtree: 
• CEO: DebashisChatterjee 
• Founded: 18 August 1999 
• Headquarters: Warren, Michigan, United States 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

India’s first sky eye in geostationary orbit GISAT-1: 
• India will launch its first state of the art earth observation satellite Geo Imaging Satellite 
(GISAT-1) to be placed in geostationary orbit on March 5, stated the Indian Space Agency. 
• The satellite will provide real-time image of large area of region of interest at frequent 
intervals. The GISAT-1 will also enable quick monitoring of natural s, episodic events and any 
short term events. 
• According to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), the GISAT-1 will also provide 
spectral signatures for agriculture, forestry, mineralogy,  warning, cloud properties, snow, 
glaciers and oceanography. 
• The satellite will have payload imaging sensors of six band multi-spectral visible and near 
infra-red with 42 metres resolution; 158 bands hyper-spectral visible and near infra-red with 
318 metres resolution and 256 bands hyper-spectral short wave infra-red with 191 metres 
resolution. Weighing 2,268 kg, the GISAT-1 will be carried by the three-stage geosynchronous 
satellite launch vehicle (GSLV-F10). 
• The rocket is expected to lift off at 5.43 p.m. on March 5 from the second launch pad at 
India’s rocket port at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 
• About 18 minutes into the flight the GSLV rocket will first place GISAT-1 in a 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). From GTO, the satellite will be taken up further firing 
its onboard motors to geostationary orbit. 
• A satellite in geostationary orbit (about 36,000 km above earth) has an orbital period equal 
to earth’s rotational period. A four-metre diameter Ogive shaped payload fairing (heat shield) 
is being flown for the first time in this GSLV flight. This is the fourteenth flight of the GSLV 
About ISRO: 
• Headquarters: Bengaluru 
• Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 
• Founded: 15 August 1969 
• Parent organisation: Department of Space 
• Director: Kailasavadivoo Sivan 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS 

3rd March : World Hearing Day: 
• World Hearing Day is observed globally on 3rd of March every year to raise awareness on 
how to prevent deafness and hearing loss and promote ear and hearing care across the world. 
The theme of 2020 World Hearing Day is “Hearing for life. Don’t let hearing loss limit you”. It 
highlights that timely and effective intervention will ensure that people with hearing loss can 
achieve their full potential. 
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3rd March : World Wildlife Day: 
• This day is celebrated globally on 3rd March, which focuses on marine species and to 
highlight the problems, critical issues of marine wildlife to our everyday life. 
• World Wildlife Day will be celebrated in 2020 under the theme “Sustaining all life on Earth”, 
encompassing all wild animal and plant species as key components of the world’s biodiversity 

 

Current Affairs PDF- March 02, 2020 
 

NATIONAL NEWS 
Punjab bans online food orders without hygiene rating: 
• The Punjab government has decided to ban online food supply from all hotels, dhabas, and 
eateries etc which do not follow the hygiene rating rules under the Food Standards and Safety 
Act, Punjab. 
• The government has also issued instructions to online food supply companies (OFSAs) not to 
take food from shops that do not follow government rules. 
• The order states that Uber, Swiggy, Zomato, Panda any many other food business operators 
in Punjab deliver food online. This is a new way of delivering food through an IT-based 
platform, which provides food at home. 
 
Yogmahotsav begins in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand: 
• Antarrashtriyayogmahotsav has been inaugurated in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand by Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
• Yoga teachers and practitioners from eleven countries are taking part in this week-long 
event. 
• The ‘yogmahotsav’ is held in Rishikesh every year from March 1 to March 7. 
 
3-day KrishiVigyanMela organised in New Delhi: 
• 3-day KrishiVigyanMela has been organised in New Delhi from March 1-3, 2020 by ICAR-
Indian Agricultural Research Institute. 
• Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated the event and called for retention of 
talent in agriculture. 
• The event will showcase the latest crop seed varieties, technology and products developed 
by both government and private companies. 
 
Government Launches “Fuel Humsafar” Mobile App For Doorstep Diesel Delivery: 
• Labour Minister SantoshGangwar has launched a mobile application named ‘Fuel Humsafar’ 
for delivery of diesel at doorsteps of Housing societies, hotels and hospitals in the national 
capital region. 
• The app will be used for the fuel delivery services to housing societies, hotels, hospitals, 
malls, construction sites, industries, banquets and other bulk buyers of diesel in various NCR 
cities, including Gurugram, Ghaziabad, Noida, Faridabad, Hapur, Kundli, Manesar, and 
Bahadurgarh. 
• Humsafar has 12 bowser tankers in varying capacity from 4 kilolitres to 6 kilolitres and an 
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experienced team of 35 people. 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
MuhyiddinYassin sworn in as Malaysia’s new Prime Minister: 
• In Malaysia, newly appointed Prime Minister MuhyiddinYasin took the oath of office. The 
swearing-in ceremony was held at the national palace in Kuala Lumpur. 
• MuhyiddinYasin heads a coalition dominated by the country’s ethnic Malay Muslim majority. 
• Malaysia has plunged into turmoil as Mahathir Mohamad’s alliance collapsed after a bid to 
force out leader-in-waiting Anwar Ibrahim. 

 
BANKING AND ECONOMY 

Fitch cuts India’s FY20 GDP forecast to 4.9% and for FY21 to 5.4%: 
• Fitch Solutions has cut its forecast for India’s GDP growth rate for FY20 to 4.9% from 
previous 5.1%. 
• For FY21, Fitch Solution has predicted India’s GDP growth at 5.4%. 

 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Captain Amarinder Singh honoured with ‘ideal’ CM award: 
• The BhartiyaChhatraSansad (BCS) conferred ‘AdarshMukhyaMantriPuraskar’ (Ideal Chief 
Minister Award) upon Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh for his “path breaking 
initiatives to ensure good governance and holistic development in the state”. 
• The award was presented to CaptAmarinder Singh by former President Pranab Mukherjee in 
Delhi at VigyanBhawan during the valedictory function of 10th edition of four-day national 
conclave of BCS. 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

DRDO launches new explosive detection device RaIDer-X: 
• The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) recently launched RaIDer-X, 
the explosive detection device. 
• The device was launched in collaboration with the IISC Bangalore. The RaIDer-X can detect 
explosives in their pure form as well as in the form of contaminated objects. 

 
OBITUARY 

Former India hockey player Balbir Singh Kullar passes away: 
• Former India hockey player Balbir Singh Kullar passed away. He was a part of the 1968 
Olympics bronze-winning team. He was born at Sansarpur village of Jalandhar district in 
Punjab. He made his India debut in 1963 in Lyon, France. 
• He was also a member of the Indian team that won the Asian Games gold in 1966 at Bangkok 
and the Olympic Bronze in 1968 in Mexico. He also served as an Indian national team selector. 

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

Rajeev Suri to step down as Nokia CEO: 
• Nokia President and CEO Rajiv Suri will step down from his current position on August 31, 
2020. However, Suri will continue to serve as an advisor to the Nokia board until 1 January 
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2021. PekkaLundmark will take over his position in the place of Suri. 
 

RANKING 
Indian chess Grand Master Humpy ranked World No.2: 
• Women’s World Rapid Chess Champion and Indian chess Grand Master (GM) Koneru Humpy 
jumped to second spot leaving behind World Women’s Chess Champion JuWenjun in global 
chess body FIDE’s March month’s overall ranking. Humpy won the prestigious Cairns Cup last 
month. 
• Meanwhile Indian female chess players are keeping the nation’s flag flying high with GM 
HarikaDronavalli maintaining her ninth rank and in the girl’s section R. Vaishali moving up to 
ninth place from 10th rank in February. 
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