
 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

Weekly Current Affairs PDF August 30 to September 05, 2020 
 

 Current Affairs PDF- September 05, 2020 

 

National  
India to host Quad meet and 2+2 dialogue 

 India will soon be hosting the Quad meet involving Australia, Japan and the United States and 
the 2+2 dialogue with the United States. The details are being worked out for the same.   

 The information regarding the diplomatic engagements was shared by the Ministry of External 
Affairs at the regular weekly briefing on September 3, 2020.  

 The Quad or quadrilateral security dialogue is a grouping of four democracies - India, Australia, 
Japan and the United States. Two of the quad countries- Australia and Japan have assured huge 
investments in India's infrastructure technology and supply chain. 

 
India’s First Regional Voters’ Awareness Centre to Come Up in Jaipur 

 Election Commission of India (ECI) will set up the country’s first regional voters’ awareness cen-
tre in Jaipur, Rajasthan. 

 It will cater to four states — Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab and Madhya Pradesh. 

 The centre will carry out various awareness activities under the Systematic Voters’ Education and 
Electoral Participation (SVEEP) programme. Sunil Arora is the present Chief Election Commis-
sioner. 

 
Union Minister Prahlad Singh Patel virtually attends 5th BRICS Culture Ministers’ Meet 

 The 5th BRICS Culture Ministers’ Meeting was held under the chairpersonship of Russian Federa-
tion. India was represented by Union Minister of State (I/C) for Culture and Tourism Shri Prahlad 
Singh Patel in the 5th BRICS Culture Ministers’ Meet.  

 The participants of the meeting deliberated on the impact of the epidemiological situation on 
the cultural sphere in the BRICS countries. It also reviewed the possible implementation of joint 
cultural online-projects within BRICS.  

 The 5th BRICS Culture Ministers’ Meeting featured the participation of delegates from Culture 
Ministries of the Federative Republic of Brazil, the Republic of India, the People’s Republic of 
China, the Russian Federation, and the Republic of South Africa. 

 

Banking and Economy 
RBI releases revised Priority Sector Lending Guidelines 

 The Priority Sector Lending (PSL) Guidelines have been reviewed by the Reserve Bank of India. 
The review was executed to align the PSL Guidelines with evolving national priorities.  
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 In the revised PSL Guidelines, the Reserve Bank of India has included some fresh categories eligi-
ble for finance under priority sector. These include loans to farmers for installation of solar pow-
er plants; loans for establishment of Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) plants; and bank finance to start-
ups of up to Rs 50 crore. 

 The new guidelines will make better credit penetration into credit deficient areas and increase 
the lending to small as well as marginal farmers and weaker sections. It will also enhance credit 
to renewable energy, and health infrastructure. 

 
Summits and Mou’s 

SIDBI, Maharashtra Govt ink pact to develop MSME ecosystem 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has entered into a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Maharashtra Government to develop the micro, small and medium enterprise 
(MSME) ecosystem in the state. 

 Under the agreement, a Project Management Unit (PMU) will be deployed by SIDBI with the 
Government of Maharashtra. 

 The role of the PMU will be to design schemes/programmes in the areas of equity support, in-
terest subvention, resolution of stressed MSMEs, supporting MSME entrepreneurs and facilitate 
other need-based intervention based on evaluation of the existing status of MSMEs. 

 
Andhra Pradesh signs MoU with CSIR for a bulk drug pharma park in the state 

 The Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Ltd (APIIC) has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Council of Scientific and Industrial Research – Indian Institute of 
Chemical Technology (CSIR-IICT) to establish a bulk drug park in the state. 

 CSIR-IICT is the knowledge partner and will offer needed technical backing to make the proposal 
which will be submitted by the Andhra Pradesh government to the Department of Pharmaceuti-
cals to seek financial assistance from the Centre. 

 

Science and Technology 
IIT Delhi incubated startup launches ‘‘Chakr DeCoV’’ to decontaminate N95 masks 

 In our series on Atmanirbhar Bharat, IIT Delhi incubated startup Chakr Innovation has launched 
‘Chakr DeCoV’ to decontaminate N95 masks. 

 Designed in the shape of a cabinet, Chakr DeCoV is built with an innovative decontamination 
mechanism, which utilises the high penetrability of Ozone gas for cleaning the pores of the N95 
mask, ensuring complete decontamination of its intricate layers. 
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Sports 
India’s P Iniyan wins World Open Online Chess Tournament 

 Indian Grandmaster P Iniyan has won the prestigious 48th Annual World Open online chess tour-
nament. 

 He scored 7.5 points out of a possible 9 with six victories and three draws to finish on top. 

 A total number of 120 players from 16 countries participated in the event which included more 
than 30 Grandmasters. 

 

Ranking 
Oxford University tops THE World University Rankings 2021; IISc top Indian 

 Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2021 has been released and under the 
overall category, University of Oxford, United Kingdom, has topped the list. It has retained the 
top spot for the fifth consecutive year. 

 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is the top-ranked University from India and is 
ranked in the 301-350 band. A total of 63 universities from India qualified for the ranking. 

 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar and IIT Indore are the next best-ranked Universi-
ty/college from India.  
 

India ranked 3rd in largest solar market in 2019: Mercom global listing; Top- China 

 India has been ranked third in terms of the largest solar market in 2019 as per Mercer Global list-
ing for 2019. India had 9% of the world’s installed capacity. 

 China has topped the ranking with 30 Gw (26% of world capacity). The US is on the second rank. 

 Adani Green Energy has emerged as the top Solar Developer in 2019 with 12.3 Gw capacity. 
 

Days 
Teachers Day 2020 

 In India, Teachers Day is celebrated on 5 September every year to commemorate the birth anni-
versary of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan - First Vice President of India and the Second President of 
India and an educationist at heart. 

 Globally, Teachers Day is celebrated on 5th October. Teachers Day is important for the students 
as it gives them a chance to understand the efforts put in by their teachers to ensure that they 
get a proper education. 

 
International Day of Charity 

 International Day of Charity is celebrated on 5 September every year to commemorate the death 
anniversary of Mother Teresa and to make people understand about the importance of charity. 

 The International Day of Charity officially was declared by the UN General Assembly in 2012. Al-
so, this day was created by the Hungarian Civil society initiative in 2011 with the support of the 
Hungarian parliament and Government.  
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National 
Andhra Pradesh to set up crop insurance firm 

 Andhra Pradesh, which is among the few States that have chosen to have their own crop 
insurance schemes, is in the process of establishing AP General Insurance Company (APGIC) to 
run the scheme. The State had begun implementing its own scheme from the rabi season.  

 The farmers have been asked to enroll for the scheme by September 5 by paying a nominal 
premium fee of ₹1. 

 The authorised share capital of the company is pegged at ₹101 crore divided into 10.10 crore 
equity shares of ₹10 each. 

 

Jal Shakti Ministry launches Water Heroes Contest 2.0 

 Union Jal Shakti Ministry launched the ‘Water Heroes – Share Your Stories’ Contest to spread 
awareness on water conservation and management. The Water Heroes Contest 2.0 will be 
conducted from September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021. 

 Under this contest, the Ministry will consider up to 10 entries for awards every month. 
 

 International 
Chinese Navy becomes largest navy of the world 

 Chinese Navy has become the world's largest navy. The country looks forward to set up its new 
PLA bases in the Indo-Pacific region. This announcement was made by Pentagon in its report to 
the US Congress. 

 The Pentagon also reported that China is planning to establish PLA facilities in over 12 countries.  

 

 Banking and Economy 
Nomura Slashes India’s GDP at -10.8% in 2020-21 

 Nomura has downgraded India’s economic growth rate for current financial year and now 
expects the GDP to contract by 10.8% in 2020-21. 

 Earlier it had estimated the GDP to contract by 6.1%. 
 

Obituary 
Former England Cricketer David Capel passes away 

 Former England all-rounder and legendary cricketer, David Capel passed away. He had played 
around 15 tests and 23 One Day internationals(ODIs) representing England from 1987 to 1990.  

 He made his Test debut against Pakistan in 1987. 
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 Sports 
Olympic giant slalom champion Rebensburg retired 

 Olympic ski champion Viktoria Rebensburg retired from the sport, saying an injury from last 
season was keeping her from performing at her best. 

 The 30-year-old German, who won the gold medal in giant slalom at the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympics. She also won the season-long World Cup giant slalom title in 2011, 2012 and 2018, 
and won world championship silver in giant slalom in 2015 and 2019. She finishes with 19 
career World Cup wins and 49 podium finishes. 

 

 Appointments and Resignations 
BPCL Additional Charge of CMD K Padmakar 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) has been given additional charge to K Padmakar, 
Director (HR) as the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD). 

 He succeeds D Rajkumar who superannuated after attaining 60 years on August 31, 2020. 
 

Murali Ramakrishnan becomes new MD & CEO of South Indian Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Murali Ramakrishnan as 
Managing Director and CEO of the South Indian Bank for a period of three years with effect 
from October 1, 2020. 

 He represented the bank in the board of CIBIL and the risk advisory board of VISA for the Asia 
Pacific. 

 

ACC approves appointment of V K Yadav as Railway Board’s first ever CEO 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of the current 
chairman of the Railway Board VK Yadav as the CEO, making him the first to hold such a post in 
the railway’s history. 

 While Yadav has been appointed Chairman and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Pradeep Kumar 
has been appointed Member, Infrastructure, PC Sharma has been appointed Member, Traction 
and Rolling Stock, PS Mishara has been made Member, Operations and Business Development, 
Manjula Rangarajan has been appointed Member, Finance. 

 
S Krishnan becomes new MD & CEO of Punjab & Sind Bank 

 Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of S Krishnan as 
the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of Punjab & Sind Bank. He will replace S 
Harishankar. 
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Books and Authors 
Ramachandra Guha to come out with new book on cricket 

 Historian Ramachandra Guha will come out with a book on cricket in November, which will 
trace the entire arc of the game in India, across all levels at which it is played and also present 
vivid portraits of local heroes, provincial icons, and international stars. 

 The book titled “The Commonwealth of Cricket: A Lifelong Love Affair with the Most Subtle and 
Sophisticated Game Known to Humankind” will be co-published by HarperCollins India and 
William Collins UK. 

 

A new book titled “Let Us Dream” by Pope Francis 

 Pope Francis is set to release the book “Let Us Dream” in December 2020. In the book, Pope 
Francis explains how a crisis can teach an individual to deal with problems they face in their 
lives. He cites three major crises from his own personal life. 

 The book will be an outcome of numerous exchanges between Pope Francis and his Biographer 
Austen Ivereigh in the weeks following the outbreak around the world. The book is being 
published by Simon & Schuster and will be released in English and Spanish Editions 
simultaneously. 

  
The One and Only Sparkella by Channing Tatum 

 American actor Channing Tatum is a proud dad and wants to honor his 7-year-old daughter by 
writing his first children’s book titled. ‘The One and Only Sparkella” (Feiwel & Friends). 

 The One and Only Sparkella was illustrated by Kim Barnes, and will be the first in a series of 
picture books. 
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National 
Government of India Blocks 118 Mobile Apps 

 The Union Ministry of Information and Technology has on September 2, 2020 imposed a ban on 
PUBG and 118 other mobile applications by invoking it’s power under section 69A of the 
Information Technology Act read with the relevant provisions of the Information Technology 
(Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking of Access of Information by Public) Rules 2009.  

 These applications have been blocked as there was information that these apps are engaged in 
activities which is prejudicial to sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India, security of 
state as well as public order. 
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 This is the third such announcement by Indian Government to ban apps. Earlier, the 
government banned Tik Tok and other Chinese apps.  

 

India Targets 100 MT Coal Gasification By 2030 

 The Government of India has set the target to achieve 100 million tonnes (MT) coal gasification 
by the year 2030. 

 This will be achieved with an estimated investments of over Rs. 4 lakh crores. 
 The announcement was made by Shri Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister of Coal and Mine, while 

addressing a webinar on Coal Gasification and Liquefaction on 31 August 2020. 
 

European Investment Bank to Invest € 650 Million in Kanpur’s 1st City Metro Line 

 The European Investment Bank (EIB) will invest 650 million euro(€) in the construction of 
Kanpur’s(Uttar Pradesh) 1st city metro line. 

 The 32.4 km urban rail line, with 18 elevated and 12 underground stations is EIB’s 2nd biggest 
operation outside the European Union (EU) till date. 

 It is the 2nd metro rail project supported by the EIB in Uttar Pradesh (UP). 
  
Union Cabinet approves J&K official languages Bill 2020 

 The Union Cabinet has approved J&K official languages Bill 2020 and will be introduced in 
Parliament in the upcoming Monsoon Session.. 

 According to the J&K official languages Bill 2020, Kashmiri, Dogri and Hindi along with Urdu and 
English, will be the official languages in the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
Mission Karmayogi approved by Union Cabinet 

 Union Cabinet has approved Mission Karmayogi for Capacity Building of Civil Servants in India. 
Mission Karmayogi is a national initiative for civil services capacity building so that Indian 
bureaucrats remain be rooted in Indian culture while learning the best practices. 

 Mission Karmayogi is a national programme for civil services capacity building to lay the 
foundation for the capacity building for civil servants so that they remain entrenched in Indian 
culture while learning from best practices across the world. 

 

Coal India decides to invest over Rs. 1.22 lakh crores on 500 projects by 2023-24 

 Coal India Ltd. (CIL) has decided to invest over Rs. 1.22 lakh crores on the development of nearly 
500 projects that are related to infrastructure, coal evacuation, project development, clean coal 
technologies, and exploration in the country. 

 The major investment aims at making India self-reliant in terms of coal as well as achieve the 
production target of 1 billion tonnes by 2023-2024. 

 Coal Mines minister, Prahlad Joshi, while addressing stakeholders' meeting informed that the 
involvement of all the stakeholders in the company’s affairs will uncover and reduce the project 
risks. 
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CFI all set to host First-Ever Cycling Summit in 2021 

 The Cycling Federation of India (CFI) is all set to host the first-ever Cycling Summit in 2021, with 
an aim to promote the culture of cycling in the country. 

 The CFI said that it has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with a marketing 
exploration firm, Contarctica, for the summit. 

 The Cycling Summit 2021 will be hosted in Delhi, Mumbai, and Bangalore and is expected to be 
a unique confluence of cycling enthusiasts, renowned athletes, and businesses from all over the 
country. 

 

International 
Mustapha Adib becomes new Prime Minister of Lebanon 

 Lebanon’s ambassador to Germany, Mustapha Adib was appointed prime minister in crisis-hit 
Lebanon. Adib, who has been Beirut’s Berlin envoy since 2013, is affiliated with a small Sunni 
party headed by former Prime Minister Najib Mikati. 

 

 Banking and Economy 
Real GDP likely to contract by 10.9% in FY21: SBI Ecowrap 

 After the country’s economy contracted by a record 23.9 per cent in April-June quarter, real 
GDP for FY21 is expected to shrink by 10.9 per cent, according to State Bank of India’s research 
report – Ecowrap. 

 It had earlier estimated real gross domestic product (GDP) at (-) 6.8 per cent for the current 
fiscal. 

 According to the research report, there is a need to revive sectors such as construction, trade 
and hotels, aviation. 

 

Science and Technology 
Indian astronomers discover one of the farthest Star galaxies in universe 

 Indian astronomers have discovered one of the farthest Star galaxies in the universe in a 
landmark achievement. India’s first Multi-Wavelength Space Observatory ‘AstroSat’ has 
detected extreme-UV light from a galaxy located 9.3 billion light-years away from Earth. 

 The galaxy called AUDFs01 was discovered by a team of Astronomers led by Dr Kanak Saha from 
the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics, Pune. 

 

Sports 
Sumit Nagpal becomes first Indian in 7 years to enter the second round of Grand Slam Singles event 

 Sumit Nagpal on September 1, 2020, created history by becoming the first Indian to win a 
singles' main draw match at a grand slam in the last 7 years. The 23 years old successfully 
stormed into the second round of the ongoing US Open. 
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 Sumit Nagpal defeated Bradley Klahn of USA 6-1, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 in the first round of the US Open 
in order to progress further into the tournament. 

 Earlier in 2013, Somdev Devvarman had reached the second round of the Australian Open, US 
Open, and French Open. Sumit Nagpal who is world number 122 will now be facing either 
Spain’s Jaume Munar or Austria’s Dominic Thiem. 

 

 Appointments and Resignations 
Vice Admiral S R Sarma assumes charge as Chief of Materiel of the Indian Navy 

 Vice Admiral S R Sarma assumed charge as the Chief of Materiel of the Indian Navy. 
 Admiral Sarma during his illustrious career spanning over three and a half decades has served 

onboard Indian Naval ships Vindhyagiri, Rana, Krishna and Mysore in various capacities.  

 

Hemant Khatri assumed charge as CMD of Hindustan Shipyard Limited 

 Retired Commodore Hemant Khatri succeeds Rear Admiral L V Sarat Babu (Retd) and assumed 
charge as the Chairman and Managing director (CMD) of Hindustan Shipyard limited (HSL), 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 Previously he was serving as the Director of Strategic Projects HSL. 
 

 Ranking 
India's Adani Green ranked as world’s No. 1 solar firm 

 Indian renewable energy company, Adani Green has been ranked as the world's number 1 solar 
energy company in terms of capacity. The company is currently the world's top solar developer 
with around 2.3 GW of operational projects. 

 Adani Green Energy Limited has another 2 GW projects under construction and 8 GW of 
awarded projects (with contracted PPAs) for a total capacity of 12.3 GW. The solar capacity of 
the company exceeds the total installed capacity of the United States as of 2019. 

 

 Days 
Skyscraper Day 

 Skyscraper Day is observed on 3rd September every year to commemorate the birthday of the 
famous architect William Can Aien who is genius in constructing the Chrysler Building which is 
one of the iconic landmark in New York city. 

 This day marks the ability of the man to construct industrial masterpiece. 
  

World Coconut Day 

 World Coconut Day is observed on September 02 every year since 2009. 
 It is observed to tell people about the benefits of the coconut fruit. 
 The theme of World Coconut Day 2020 is ‘Invest in coconut to save the world’.  
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National 
Defence Ministry signs ₹2,580-cr deal for 6 Pinaka rocket regiments 

 The Defence Ministry has signed a ₹2,580-crore contract with Bharat Earth Movers Ltd (BEML), 
Tata Power Company Ltd (TPCL) and Larsen & Toubro to equip the Army with six Pinaka rocket 
regiments. 

 It will consist of 114 launchers with automated gun aiming and positioning system, 45 command 
posts and 330 vehicles. 

 The new regiments will likely be operational by 2024. 
 

India plans to release forensic accounting and investigation standards 

 Indian government plans on coming up with forensic accounting and investigation standards 
(FAIS) as it aims at setting the basic quality parameters for conducting investigations. 

 A committee has been constituted by The Institute of Chartered Accountant of India (ICAI) to 
deliberate on FAIS, which can be expected to be framed by the end of 2020. Atul Kumar Gupta, 
President of the Chartered Accountants body informed during a virtual conference.  

 As per the ICAI, the decision of setting up the forensic accounting and investigation standards 
(FAIS) will make India the first country in the world to release the standards. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated a forensic audit for the transactions of over Rs. 
200 crores while the companies or lenders individually call for such investigations or audits 
upon the suspected fraud. 

 

Air India’s privatization process to be completed within 2020 

 The Union Civil Aviation Minister, HS Puri on August 30, 2020, informed that he is hopeful of 
completing Air India’s Privatization process within 2020. 

 The government has now initiated the process of divesting its share from Air India airlines and is 
now looking for suitable bidders. 

 

World’s Largest Solar Tree set up at Durgapur 

 World’s Largest Solar Tree has been developed by the CSIR-CMERI. The solar tree has been 
installed at the Residential Colony of CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur, West Bengal. 

 The solar tree has the annual capacity to generate 12,000-14,000 units of Clean and Green 
Power while its installed capacity is above 11.5 kWp. 

 The Solar Tree has been designed in such a way that it ensures maximum exposure of each Solar 
PV Panel to Sunlight. A single solar tree comprises of 35 Solar PV Panels each having a capacity 
of 330 wp each. 
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India’s first toy cluster to come up in Karnataka 

 India’s first toy manufacturing cluster to come up at Koppal, Karnataka, has the potential to 
create 40,000 jobs in five years and attract over Rs 5,000 crore investment, Karnataka Chief 
Minister BS Yediyurappa, said. 

 With the eco-system to support toy cluster in place, this 400 acres SEZ will have top-class infra 
and generate 40,000 jobs in 5 years. 
 

 International 
India to receive development assistance loan worth Rs 3,500 Cr from Japan to fight C-19 

 Japan has committed an official Development Assistance loan of 3 thousand 500 crore rupees 
for the C-19 Crisis Emergency Response Support. 

 This programme loan aims to support India’s efforts in fighting C-19 and to prepare the health 
system to manage future epidemics and also to improve the resilience of India’s health systems 
against infectious diseases. 

 

 Banking and Economy 
RBI Announces Steps to Ease Pressure on Liquidity 

 The Reserve Bank of India has announced the following measures to ensure the orderly 
functioning of financial markets in India: 

 Additional special open market operation of Rs 20,000 crore: The Reserve Bank will conduct 
additional special open market operation involving the simultaneous purchase and sale of 
Government securities for an aggregate amount of Rs. 20,000 crore in two tranches of Rs. 
10,000 crore each. 

 Term repo operations for an aggregate amount of Rs. 100,000 crore: The Reserve Bank will 
conduct term repo operations for an aggregate amount of ₹100,000 crore at floating rates (i.e., 
at the prevailing repo rate) in the middle of September 2020 to assuage pressures on the 
market on account of advance tax outflows. The banks which had availed of funds under the 
previous long-term repo operations (LTROs) may reduce their interest liability by returning 
funds taken at the repo rate prevailing at that time (5.15 per cent) and availing funds at the 
current repo rate of 4 per cent. 

 Increase of HTM up to an overall limit of 22 per cent of NDTL: Currently, banks are required to 
maintain 18 per cent of their net demand and time liabilities (NDTL) in SLR securities. The extant 
limit for investments that can be held in HTM category is 25 per cent of total investment. Banks 
are allowed to exceed this limit provided the excess is invested in SLR securities within an 
overall limit of 19.5 per cent of NDTL. RBI has decided to allow banks to hold fresh acquisitions 
of SLR securities acquired from September 1, 2020 under HTM up to an overall limit of 22 per 
cent of NDTL up to March 31, 2021. 
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Summits and Mou’s 
Vedanta Tied Up with SBI for Long Term Syndicated Loan of Rs.10000 Crore 

 Vedanta announced it tie up for a long-term syndicated loan facility for Rs.10000 crore with 
State bank of India (SBI). 

 This loan increases the average debt maturity profile of Vedanta limited and also improves the 
liquidity ratios as the near-term maturities are replaced by a long-term loan. 

 

 Science and Technology 
India, France discuss to provide Mission Alpha-like equipment for Gaganyaan Mission 

 India and France are in discussions to provide Mission Alpha-like equipment to astronauts 
involved in the ‘Gaganyaan' mission. As per the National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) of 
France, the discussions are in the final stage. 

 Mission Alpha is the name of French Astronaut Thomas Pesquet’s mission wherein he will be 
sent to International Space Station (ISS) on Crew Dragon spacecraft next year. 

 

 Appointments and Resignations 
In a first, female IPS officer appointed CRPF Inspector General in terror-hit Srinagar 

 Charu Sinha has become the first female IPS officer to get appointed as the Inspector General 
(IG) of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in the terrorist-hit Srinagar sector. 

 Charu Sinha is a 1996-batch IPS officer from Telangana cadre. She will now be heading the 
Srinagar sector for CRPF as the Inspector General. 

 However, this is not the first time that Sinha has been assigned such a tough task. Earlier as 
well, she has worked as Inspector General of CRPF in the Bihar sector and has dealt with Naxals. 
Under her leadership, several anti-Naxal operations were carried out. 

 

CBDT chairman Pramod Chandra Mody gets six-month extension 

 Pramod Chandra Mody was on Monday given a six-month extension till February next year as 
the chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). 

 Mody, a 1982 batch Indian Revenue Service (Income Tax cadre) officer, was appointed the CBDT 
chief in February 2019. 

 He was in August last year re-appointed on the post for one year, till August 31, 2020, beyond 
the date of his superannuation on August 31, 2019. 

 

 Days 
September to be observed as ‘Nutrition Month’ 

 Prime Minister has announced that the month of September will be observed as “Nutrition 
Month” in the entire nation. 

 During nutrition month, a food and nutrition quiz will be organized on MyGov portal and there 
will be a meme competition. 
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 PM has appealed to the public to participate and motivate others too to take part in it. 
 

 Books and Authors 
A book title “The Big Thoughts of Little Luv” authored by Karan Johar 

 Bollywood Filmmaker, Karan Johar authored a children’s picture book titled “The Big Thoughts 
of Little Luv” inspired by his Twins Yash and Roohi. The book will be published by Juggernaut 
Books. 
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National 
India withdraws from multilateral military exercise, Kavkaz 2020, in Russia 

 The reason for this has been cited as the C-19 Pandemic and consequent difficulties in exercise, 
including arrangements of logistics. 

 Kavkaz 2020 would be held in Astrakhan province of Southern Russia where member countries 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and Central Asian countries would be participating. 

 Other countries that would participate in this exercise are- China, Pakistan, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Syria, Iran, Egypt, Belarus, Turkey, Armenia, 
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan. 

 

 International 
UAE’s DMCC launches “Agriota E-Marketplace” 

 Government of Dubai Authority on commodities trade and enterprise, Dubai Multi Commodities 
Centre (DMCC) has rolled out a technology-driven agri-commodity trading and sourcing 
platform “Agriota E-Marketplace”. 

 The platform which uses blockchain will help in bridging the gap between millions of rural 
farmers in India and the UAE’s food industry. 

 

 Banking and Economy 
India’s GDP contracts by 23.9% in Q1 of FY21: NSO data 

 As per the official data released by the National Statistics Office (NSO), India’s GDP has 
contracted by 23.9% in the first quarter (April-June 2020) for FY21. 

 This is the first instance of an economic contraction for India in at least four decades. It is also 
the first GDP decline since India began publishing quarterly numbers in 1996. 

 Gross value added (GVA) for India declined by 22.8%. All the sectors except agriculture 
witnessed contractions during the April-June quarter of 2020-21. The highest drop was 
witnessed by the construction industry of 50.3%. 
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India’s fiscal deficit to touch 7 per cent in FY21: Brickwork Ratings 

 India’s fiscal deficit is expected to touch 7 per cent of GDP in 2020-21 fiscal as against budget 
estimate of 3.5 per cent, according to Brickwork Ratings. 

 The impact of the C-19 on economic activity shows up starkly in the trends in the central 
government revenue collection during the first three months of fiscal 2020-21. 

 

India’s foreign exchange reserves surge by USD 2.296 bn to USD 537.548 bn 

 India’s foreign exchange reserves rose by 2.296 billion US dollar to reach 537.548 billion US 
dollar in the week to August 21. 

 Foreign Currency Assets rose by 2.618 billion dollar to 494.168 billion US dollar in the reporting 
week. 

 The country’s reserve position with the IMF also increased by 6 million to 4.634 billion US dollar 
during the reporting week. 

 

 Acquisitions and Mergers 
Adani Group buys 74% stake in Mumbai International Airport 

 Adani Group has acquired 74% stake in Mumbai International Airport Limited (MIAL) that 
operates Mumbai Airport. Mumbai Airport is the second largest airport in India. 

 Under this, Adani Group will acquire 50.5% stake of GVK group. Additionally, Adani will also 
acquire 23.5% stake of minority partners Airport Company of South Africa (ACSA) and Bidvest. 

 The acquisition will also give Adani’s ownership of the upcoming Navi Mumbai airport in which 
MIAL holds 74% stake. 

 

 Obituary 
Former President, Bharat Ratna Pranab Mukherjee dies at 84 

 The former President of India, Pranab Mukherjee, passed away at the age of 84 years. He had 
been in coma since a brain surgery earlier this month.He had gone into septic shock due to his 
lung infection. He developed a lung infection and renal dysfunction over the past few days.  

 Pranab Mukherjee was the President of India from 2012 to 2017. He was the 13th President of 
India. 

 He was Minister of Finance between 2009 and 2012, Minister of Defence (2004-2006), Minister 
of External Affairs (2006-2009). He was from Congress 

 Pranab Mukherjee was conferred Padma Vibhushan in 2008 and Bharat Ratna in 2019. 
 

Dr S. Padmavati, India’s First Female Cardiologist, Passes Away 

 Noted cardiologist Dr S Padmavati has died due to C-19. She was 103. Recipient of both Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan, Dr S Padmavati popularly known as ‘God Mother of 
Cardiology’. 
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 In 1962, Dr Padmavati founded the All India Heart Foundation and went on to set up National 
Heart Institute in 1981 as a tertiary care modern heart hospital in Delhi with first cardiac 
catheterisation laboratory in the private sector in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 For her achievements and contributions to development of cardiology in India, she was 
awarded Fellowship of the American College of Cardiology and FAMS. 

 

K Shankar Bajpai, India’s Former Envoy For US, China and Pakistan Passes Away 

 Katyayani Shankar Bajpai, a career diplomat who served as India’s ambassador to the US, China, 
and Pakistan, passed away. He was 92. 

 The former diplomat was also the Indian government’s political officer in Sikkim from 1970 to 
1974 and was involved in the integration of the state into the Indian Union. 

 He become the first professor of Non-Western Studies, Brandeis University, in 1992 and 
1993.He served as chairman of the National Security Advisory Board from 2008 to 2010. 

 
Appointments and Resignations 

Usha Padhee becomes first woman DG of Bureau of Civil Aviation Security 

 Usha Padhee, joint secretary in the Ministry of Civil Aviation, has been given additional charge 
as director general of the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS). 

 Padhee is the first woman and third IAS officer to have been appointed to the post.  

 Earlier, IPS officer Rakesh Asthana was given charge of the BCAS. He has now been moved to 
the Border Security Force (BSF) as director general. 

 

Aveek Sarkar elected new Chairman of Press Trust of India 

 Aveek Sarkar has been elected as the Chairman of the Press Trust of India.He replaces Vijay 
Kumar Chopra, Chief Editor of the Punjab Kesari Group of newspapers. 

 Aveek Sarkar is the Vice Chairman of the Ananda Bazar Group of Publications. He was also the 
founding Managing Director of Penguin India. 

 

 Books and Authors 
J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha releases coffee table Books 

 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha today released 
two Coffee Table Books, one for Labour & Employment Department and another for J&K 
Entrepreneurship Development (JKEDI) Institute at Raj Bhavan in Srinagar. 

 

Gurcharan Singh co-authors his memoir, ‘pitching it straight’ at 85 

 The book titled ”pitching it straight” was released recently, which has been co-authored by 
Indian Cricket Coach Gurcharan Singh and senior journalist MS Unnikrishnan. 

 In 186-page book, renowned coach Gurcharan offers priceless tips to the current generation 
with anecdotes. 
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National 
NITI Aayog Launches Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)–Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA) 
India Component 

 NITI Aayog virtually launched the India Component of the Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDC)–Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA) on 27 August 2020. 

 The NDC–TIA is a joint programme supported by the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the 
German Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) to 
promote a comprehensive approach to decarbonize transport in India, Vietnam, and China.  

 
Piyush Goyal Attends 8th East Asia Summit (Economic Ministers’ Meeting) 

 8th East Asia Summit Economic Ministers’ Meeting (EAS-EMM) was held virtually which was 
attended by Economic Ministers from the ten ASEAN Member States, Australia, China, India, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, the Russian Federation and the United States.  

 The Meeting was chaired by Tran Tuan Anh, Minister of Industry and Trade of Viet Nam. From 
Indian side it was attended by Piyush Goyal, Minister of Railways and Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. 

 During the meet discussions were held to accelerate economic growth, maintain supply chains 
and market stability, and strengthen the economic resilience of the EAS region post C-19. 

 
 CISF launches Pension Corner mobile app 

 The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has introduced the Pension Corner mobile app. the 
Pension Corner app will help to fulfil the needs of all its retired personnel. 

 The app has been made as part of an e-office initiative and has been introduced in the wake of 
the C-19 disease. 

 

Banking and Economy 
Reliance Retail to acquire Future Group's retail, wholesale businesses for Rs 24,713 crore 

 Reliance Retail Ventures Limited (RRVL) announced on August 29, 200 that it is acquiring the 
retail, wholesale business, logistics and warehouse business of Future Group for Rs 24,713 
crore. 

 The announcement has come amid ongoing concerns on a slump sale basis for lumpsum 
aggregate consideration. Reliance Retail will be buying the businesses from the Future Group 
for Rs 24,713 crore, subject to adjustments as set out in the composite scheme of arrangement.  

 The acquisition is a part of Future Group's decision of merging certain companies and carrying 
on the businesses into Future Enterprises Limited (FEL). Reliance Retail Ventures Limited is a 
subsidiary of Reliance Industries Limited. 
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 Under the new acquisition agreement, Reliance Retail and Fashion Lifestyle Limited will be 
taking over the retail and wholesale undertaking of Future Group. 

  

Obituary 
‘Black Panther’ star Chadwick Boseman passes away at 43 

 American actor Chadwick Boseman, who became a global icon for his role as Black Panther in 
the hit Marvel superhero franchise, has passed away after battling cancer since past four years 
from 2016.He was 43. 

 Chadwick made his Marvel superhero debut as T’Challa/Black Panther in 2016’s Captain 
America: Civil War, after which he became a household name. 

 He made his big-screen debut in 2008 in the biopic The Express: The Ernie Davis Story where he 
played Floyd Little. 

 
 ‘Scooby Doo’ Co-Creator Joe Ruby Passes Away at 87 

 Joe Ruby, the co-creator of the cartoon series Scooby-Doo, has passed away due to natural 
cause. He was 87. 

 Ruby, an American animator, television editor, writer, and producer, created the much-loved 
characters of beloved kids show Scooby-Doo, along with his creative partner Ken Spears. 

 Together, the pair started their own production company Hanna-Barbera Productions and 
created other memorable cartoons as well. 

 

 Sports 
India’s first: Joint champions in chess Olympiad 

 India and Russia have been jointly annouced the winner of first-ever FIDE Online Chess 
Olympiad 2020. This was the first time FIDE was holding the Olympiad in an online format. 

 India were initially declared to have lost the final round against Russia. Two Indian players 
(Nihal Sarin and Divya Deshmukh) were declared to have lost on time in the final round after an 
apparent loss of internet connection for them. 

 After this, FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich had made a decision to give gold medals of to both 
teams. 

 
Lewis Hamilton wins F1 Belgian Grand Prix 2020 

 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) has won the Formula One Belgian Grand Prix 2020 
held on August 30, 2020. This was his 5th win of the season. 

 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) came second followed by Max Verstappen (Red Bull – 
Netherlands) at third place. 
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Appointments and Resignations 

Banks Board Bureau recommends Dinesh Kumar Khara as next SBI chairman 

 The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) recommended SBI’s senior-most managing director Dinesh 
Kumar Khara as the next chairman of the country’s largest lender. 

 Khara will replace SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar, whose three-year term comes to an end on 
October 7. 

 

 Ranking 
Amul (16th) becomes first Indian dairy company to be in Rabobank’s Global Top 20 list; Top- Nestle 

 Amul, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) has been ranked 16th in the 
Rabobank’s Global Top 20 Dairy Companies list. Amul has achieved an annual turnover of $5.5 
billion. 

 Switzerland’s Nestle topped the list with a turnover of US $22.1 billion. Amul is the first Indian 
company to enter the top 20 ranking of Rabobank’s Global Top 20 Dairy Companies list.  
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National 
Assam Government to set up Skill University worth Rs 900 Crore at Darrang district 

 The Assam Cabinet has approved the Assam Skill Development University Bill which allows for 
setting up a state-of-the-art skill University at Mangaldoi in Darrang district of Assam. 

 The University at Mangaldoi will be the Centre of Excellence and first ever Skill University in 
north eastern states of the country. It will be spread over 100-bigha plot. 

 The total cost of setting up the University is estimated at Rs 900 crore with financial assistance 
from the Asian Development Bank. 

 
Kerala to set up India’s First International Women’s Trade Centre 

 Biju Prabhakar, IAS, Secretary, Department of Social Justice, Women & Child Development 
announced that Kerala will set up India’s First International Women Trade Centre(IWTC) in 
accord with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations(UN) at Angamaly, 
Kochi, Kerala. 

 This announcement was made during the webinar on “Scaling up Opportunities for MSME 
women Entrepreneurs in Kerala” organised by Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry(FICCI) Kerala State Council. 
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International 
 War II SpWorldy Becomes First Indian-origin Woman to Get Memorial Plaque in London 

 Britain’s World War II spy, Noor Inayat Khan, became the first Indian-origin woman to be 
honoured with a memorial Blue Plaque at her former family home in central London.  

 The Blue Plaque scheme, run by the English Heritage charity, honours notable people and 
organisations who were connected with particular buildings across London. 

 

Banking and Economy 
SBI gets global recognition for HR initiative ‘Nayi Disha’ 

 State Bank of India (SBI) has got global recognition for its HR initiative ”Nayi Disha” which over 
the course of 1.5 years has touched more than 2.40 lakh employees. 

 The bank has won three Brandon Hall Excellence Awards, also known as the Academy Awards of 
Learning & Development in three categories viz. Best Learning Program supporting a Change 
Transformation Business Strategy, Best Use of Blended Learning and Best Unique or Innovative 
Learning and Development Program. 

 It recognizes the best organizations that have successfully deployed programs, strategies, 
modalities, processes, systems, and tools to achieve measurable results. 

 

 Awards 
Punjab University wins prestigious Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy for second consecutive year  

 The Panjab University has been conferred with the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad(MAKA) Trophy for 
the year 2019. 

 This is the second consecutive year in a row that Panjab University has won this coveted trophy, 
which is given to overall top performing University in Inter-University Tournaments. 

 

 Obituary 
Veteran Athletics coach Purshottam Rai passes away at 79 

 The veteran athletics coach Purshottam Rai has passed away due to a cardiac arrest on 28 
August 2020. He was 79. 

 Rai was to be conferred the prestigious Dronacharya Award in the lifetime category on 29 
August 2020, on the ocassion of the National Sports Day. 

 Rai is known for providing coaching top athletes such as Olympian quarter miler Vandana Rao, 
hept athlete Pramila Aiyappa, Ashwini Nachappa, Murali Kuttan, MK Asha, EB Shyla, Rosa Kutty 
and GG Pramila. 

 
Writer-journalist Gail Sheehy, author of bestselling book ‘Passages,’ passes away 

 Gail Sheehy, the journalist, commentator and pop sociologist whose best-selling Passages 
helped millions navigate their lives from early adulthood to middle age and beyond, has died in 
Southampton, New York. She was 83. 
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 She has written nearly 17 books, the most prominent and influential was “Passages” (1976), 
which examined the predictable crises of adult life and how to use them as opportunities for 
creative change.  

 
Former Supreme Court Judge Justice A.R. Lakshmanan passes away 

 Former Supreme Court judge Justice, A.R. Lakshmanan passed away. He was born in Devakottai 
in Sivaganga district, Tamil Nadu on March 22, 1942. 

 He was appointed as the supreme court judge on December 20, 2002 and retired on March 22, 
2007. 

 Currently he was the sitting representative of Tamil Nadu in the Mullai Periyar Panel headed by 
Justice A.S.Anand. 

 

Sports 
Sri Lankan cricketer Tharanga Paranavitana retire from International Cricket 

 Sri Lankan Opening batsman Nishad Tharanga Paranavitana announced retirement from all 
forms of International Cricket at the age of 38. 

 He has represented Sri Lanka in 32 Test Matches scoring 1792 runs including two hundreds and 
11 fifties. 

 

 Days 

International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances : 30 August 

 The International Day of the Disappeared is held on August 30 each year to draw attention 
towards increase in enforced or involuntary disappearances of individuals in various regions of 
the world, including arrest, detention and abduction unknown to their relatives and/or legal 
representatives. 

 The day was adopted by UN General Assembly on 21 December 2010 and was first observed in 
2011.  

 
 


