
 

 www.toprankers.com 

  
 

 
 
 

Weekly Current Affairs PDF November 08 to November 14, 2020 
 

 Current Affairs PDF- November 14, 2020 
 

National  
Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana: Government launches new employment scheme 

 The Government has launched a new employment scheme Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana to 
incentivise the creation of new employment opportunities during the C-19 recovery phase.  

 The scheme was launched as a part of a fresh stimulus worth Rs 2.65 lakh crore announced by 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on November 12, 2020 to boost the C-19-hit Indian 
economy.  

 The Finance Minister had announced 12 new measures under Atmanirbhar Bharat 3.0 during her 
press conference. She had announced the launch of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana’ 
alongside other key announcements to revive employment opportunities in India.  
 

Government expands credit guarantee scheme to include 26 stressed sectors 

 The Government has decided to expand the scope of emergency credit guarantees to include 26 
sectors that are stressed due to the C-19 pandemic.  

 This was announced during Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s press conference on 
November 12, 2020 when she had announced few new measures as a part of the new stimulus 
package worth Rs 2.65 lakh crore to boost the recovery of the Indian economy.  

 Under the expansion of the credit guarantee scheme, the entities will get additional credit up to 
20 percent of outstanding credit. The repayment can be done in five years, which includes 1-year 
moratorium and 4 years of repayment. 

 
India’s First Sandalwood Museum to come up in Mysuru, Karnataka 

 The Mysuru Forest Divison has set up India’s first Sandalwood Museum at its premises at the 
Sandalwood Depot in Aranya Bhavan, Mysuru, Karnataka. 

 The museum has been conceptualised to spread awareness about the history and cultivation of 
sandalwood products as well as behold their awe-inspiring variety in the display. 

 The Sandalwood museum will be inaugurated after November 25 and the state government will 
make efforts to shift the museum to the luxurious Mysuru Palace. 

 

Obituary 
Former CM of Sikkim Sanchaman Limboo passes away 

 Former Sikkim chief minister Sanchaman Limboo passed away. He was 73.  

 He was the fourth Chief Minister of Sikkim from 17 June 1994 – 12 December 1994 from Sikkim 
Sangram Parishad Party.  
 

Bollywood actor Asif Basra passes away 

 Bollywood actor Asif Basra, who was known for his role in the recent thriller series Paatal Lok, 
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has passed away. Apart from this, Basra had appeared in a number of Bollywood films, including 
a movie on the 1993 Mumbai blasts Black Friday, the 2002 Gujarat riots Parzania and Kai Po Che. 

  He had also starred in several plays in India and abroad, performing in English, Hindi and Urdu 
theatre productions. 
 

Days 
Children’s Day 

 On 14th November, Children’s Day is celebrated every year to mark the birth anniversary of 
India’s first Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. Children’s Day is popularly known as ‘Baal 
Diwas’ in India.  

 The day aims at increasing the awareness of the rights, care and education of children. On this 
day, many educational and motivational programs are organised across the country, by and for 
children. 

  Notably, Children’s Day was celebrated in India first on November 20, 1956, along with the 
Universal Children’s Day. 

 
World Diabetes Day 

 World Diabetes Day is observed on 14th November every year. The campaign aims to raise 
awareness around the crucial role that nurses play in supporting people living with diabetes.  

 The theme for World Diabetes Day 2020 is “The Nurse and Diabetes.”  

 In 2007 General Assembly adopted resolution 61/225 designating 14 November as World 
Diabetes Day.  

 The document recognized “the urgent need to pursue multilateral efforts to promote and 
improve human health, and provide access to treatment and health-care education.” 

 
India Ayurveda Day  

 In India, the ‘Ayurveda Day’ is observed every year on the occasion of Dhanwantari Jayanti 
(Dhanteras). Dhanvantari is the Hindu god of medicine  

 The day was declared by the Ministry of AYUSH, in 2016, to focus on the strengths of Ayurveda 
and its unique treatment principles. 

 In 2020, India is observing the 5th National Ayurveda Day on 13 November 2020. 

 The theme of the 2020 National Ayurveda Day is — Ayurveda for C-19 pandemic. 
 

Books and Authors 
Sonu Sood’s autobiography to be titled ‘I Am No Messiah’ 

 Actor Sonu Sood, is all set to bring out his autobiography titled ‘I Am No Messiah’, which is set to 
be out in mid-December 2020. 

 In the book, the Dabanng actor, who is often dubbed as the ‘Messiah of migrants’ for his 
philanthropic work during the on-going C-19pandemic, has revealed the emotional challenges 
faced by him while extending help. 

 The book will be published by Penguin Random House India. 

 It is co-written by Meena Iyer.  
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National  
Finance Minister announces Economic Stimulus Package 4.0 

 The Finance Minister Smt Nirmala Sitaraman announced the Economic Stimulus Package 4.0. 

 Production Linked Incentive Scheme for 10 sectors. Rs 1.46 trillion to be provided. 

 Rs 6,940 crore scheme to promote manufacture of API (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients). 

 Rs 18,000 crores allocated to Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban). The implementation of the 
programme will generate 7.8 million jobs. 

 
Operation Green Scheme: Centre announces 50 percent subsidy for air transportation of fruits, 
vegetables 

 The central government on November 11, 2020 announced a new scheme- Operation Green- 
under which a 50 percent subsidy will be provided to the Himalayan and North-Eastern states for 
air transportation of 41 notified fruits and vegetables to any place in the country. 

 Under the scheme, the airlines will provide direct air transport subsidy to the supplier, consignor, 
consignee or agent by charging only 50 percent of the actual contracted freight charges. The 
balance 50 percent will be claimed by the airlines as subsidy from the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries.  

 

Banking and Economy 
Moody’s projects India GDP for 2020 at -8.9%; 2021 forecast at 8.6% 

 Rating Agency Moody has projected the GDP of India at -8.9% for the calendar year 2020. Earlier 
this was projected at -9.6%. 

 Apart from this, India’s GDP growth for Calendar year 2021 is projected at 8.6% by Moody’s from 
8.1% earlier. 

 
Paytm launches “Payout Links” for small businesses 

 Paytm has launched “Payout Links” for businesses, enabling them to instantly process payouts to 
customers, employees and vendors, without collecting their bank details. 

 It is aimed at helping small businesses in sectors like gaming, retail, export, manufacturing and e-
commerce. 

 
HDFC Bank Launches SmartHub Merchant Solutions 3.0 for SMEs 

 The private sector lender HDFC Bank has launched SmartHub Merchant Solutions 3.0, India’s first 
comprehensive banking and payment solution for merchants. 

 The new solution will allow merchants and self-employed professionals to instantly open a 
current account and start accepting payments in-store, online, and on-the-go. 

 SmartHub 3.0 will be available in app based, web based and a range of PoS devices. 
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Acquisitions and Mergers 
TCS to acquire Deutsche’s Postbank Systems AG 

 Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) announced an agreement under which the company will acquire 
100% of the shares of Postbank Systems AG (PBS) from Deutsche Bank AG. 

 PBS has close to 1,500 employees and post the acquisition, they will become a part of TCS. The 
acquisition is expected to finalise by year end. 

 The transaction is subject to customary regulatory and governmental approvals. 
 

Appointments and Resignations 
Kash Patel named Chief of Staff to acting US Defence Secretary 

 Indian-American Kash Patel has been named as the Chief of Staff to the Acting US Defence 
Secretary Chris Miller. The new appointment comes a day after Donald Trump fired Defence 
Secretary Mark Esper and designated Chris Miller, as the Acting Secretary.  

 Kash Patel, currently on the National Security Council staff. He replaces Jen Stewart, who 
resigned earlier in the day. 

 

Days 
World Kindness Day 

 World Kindness Day is held globally on 13 November to highlight good deeds in the community 
focusing on the positive power and the common thread of kindness which binds us. 

 The theme for 2020 World Kindness day is Kindness: The World We Make – Inspire Kindness. 

 World Kindness Day was first celebrated in 1998 by The World Kindness Movement. 
 

Books and Authors 
Maharashtra Governor releases a book ‘Majhi Bhint’ 

 Maharashtra Governor, Bhagat Singh Koshyari has released the book ‘Majhi Bhint’ (My Wall) 
authored by former Maharashtra Minister of Education Rajendra Darda at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai. 

 The book is a compilation of selected Facebook posts of Rajendra Darda pertaining to a range of 
issues written over the last four years. 

 
Nepal President unveils pictorial anthology on Mahatma Gandhi 

 A pictorial anthology on Mahatma Gandhi in the Nepali language was released by President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari to mark his 151st birth anniversary and bring the Nepalese youth closer to 
the revered global peace icon. 

 The book titled Maile Bujheko Gandhi or the Gandhi as I understood, was released at a special 
function at Rashtrapati Bhawan in Kathmandu in the presence of Ambassador of India to Nepal, 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra. 

 The book has been published by the Embassy of India along with the B P Koirala India-Nepal 
Foundation to “cherish the values of the Mahatma’s universal teachings with our Nepali friends. 
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National 
Digital/Online media now under govt regulation 

 Digital/Online media has been brought under the purview of the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting. 

 Currently, there is no law or autonomous body governing digital content. 
 The 2nd Schedule of the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules 1961 has been 

amended to include following entries viz. Films and Audio-Visual programmes, News and 
current affairs content. 

 
Government scales up goal of PM-KUSUM scheme to 30.8 GW of solar capacity by 2022 

 The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) issued an order to scale-up and 
expand Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Utthan Mahabhiyaan (PM-KUSUM) Scheme. 

 According to the new order by the Ministry, the target of the scheme now is to achieve an 
enhanced solar capacity of 30.8 GW (gigawatt) by the year 2022. For the target to be achieved, 
the central financial support has also been revised to Rs. 34,035 crores. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs had earlier in February 2019 the launch of PM-
KUSUM Scheme and aimed at providing water and financial security to the Indian farmers. At 
that time, the scheme had the aim of adding a solar capacity of 25,750 MW by 2022 and the 
total financial support to be provided was Rs. 34,422 crores. 

 
Union Cabinet approves PLI scheme for ten key sectors to boost manufacturing 

 The Union Cabinet on November 11, 2020, approved the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme for ten major sectors including pharmaceutical drugs, auto components, and 
automobiles for enhancing India’s manufacturing capabilities and export. 

 The financial outlay approved by the government for the 10 sectors over a period of 5 years is 
worth nearly Rs. 2 lakh crores. 

 The Union Minister, Prakash Javadekar also informed that the Production Linked Incentive 
Scheme will also help in creating jobs. He also added that manufacturing is 16% of GDP and it 
needs to increase. 

 
India’s first solar-based water supply project launched in Arunachal Pradesh 

 India’s first solar-based Integrated Multi-Village Water Supply Project (IMVWSP) was dedicated 
to the people of Arunachal Pradesh by Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 

 The solar-based lift water supply project for 39 villages in Lower Dibang Valley district in 
northeastern Arunachal Pradesh was commissioned at a cost of Rs 28.50 crore. 

 The project is designed to provide drinking water to 17,480 people and has been conceived as 
an integrated project with an element of drinking water, green energy and tourism component 
in it. 

 He also launched the “Arunachal Jal Sankalp“, a state government dedicated flagship 
programme to supplement the Jal Jeevan Mission and to sustain the drinking water systems. 
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 Banking and Economy 
RBI to evaluate impact of ‘RBI Kehta Hai’ campaign 

 The Reserve Bank of India will evaluate the impact of multi-media public awareness campaign 
‘RBI Kehta Hai’, which was launched in 14 languages to educate the public about safe banking 
and financial practices. 

 ‘RBI Kehta Hai’ was the first even 360-degree campaign initiated by the central bank using all 
mass media, including media such as television, radio, newspapers, hoardings, web banners, 
gifs, social media and SMS. 

 

 Awards 
Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu presents 2nd National Water Awards 

 The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu presented the National Water Awards 
(NWAs) for 2019 on 11 November 2020. This is the second edition of the award. 

 The award ceremony has been organised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation is from 11 & 12 November, 2020 
through virtual platform. 

 Among the states category, Tamil Nadu bagged the Best State Award, followed by Maharashtra 
and Rajasthan. 

 The NWA awards are given to motivate the individuals/organizations to adopt the best usage 
practices in the field of water resources conservation and management and create awareness 
among the people about importance of water. 

 
Ruskin Bond conferred with Tata Literature Lifetime Achievement Award 

 Ruskin Bond, one of India’s most cherished authors, has been conferred the 11th Tata Literature 
Live! Lifetime Achievement Award for 2020, to recognise his very long literary life of almost 
seventy years. 

 Apart from this, renowned poet, lyricist and screenwriter Javed Akhtar has been named as the 
Poet Laureate of the Tata Literature Live! The Mumbai LitFest 2020. 

 
Indian Astronomers collaborate with 2020 Nobel Physics Nobel Laureate for Thirty Meter Telescope 
Project 

 Indian astronomers have collaborated with the 2020 Physics Nobel Laureate Prof. Andrea Ghez 
for the design of back-end instruments and possible science prospects of the Thirty Meter 
Telescope (TMT) project. 

 The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) is a proposed extremely large telescope (ELT) which is 
planned to be installed at Maunakea on the island of Hawaii. 

 The TMT project is an international partnership between CalTech, Universities of California, 
Canada, Japan, China, and India, to revolutionize the understanding of the universe and the 
enigmas in it. 
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China’s Chen Meng claims ITTF Women’s World Cup title 
 The world number one Chen Meng beat Chinese compatriot Sun Yingsha to win her maiden 

International Table Tennis Federation(ITTF) Women’s World Cup table tennis title in held in 
Weihai, China. 

 The 2020 ITTF Women’s World Cup was the 24th edition of the ITTF-sanctioned event. 
 

 Obituary 
Bahrain PM Sheikh Khalifa dies at 84 

 The Prime Minister of Bahrain, Sheikh Khalifa passed away on November 11, 2020. He was 84. 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa was the world's longest-serving Prime Minister. 

 Prince Khalifa took over the post of Bahrain’s Prime Minister since its independence in 1971. 
 

 Days 
Public Service Broadcasting Day 

 Public Service Broadcasting Day is celebrated every year on November 12 to commemorate the 
first and only visit of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, to the studio of All India Radio, 
Delhi in 1947. 

 Mahatma Gandhi addressed the displaced people (refugee from Pakistan), who had temporarily 
settled at Kurukshetra in Haryana after partition. 

 
World Pneumonia Day 

 World Pneumonia Day is observed globally on 12th November every year. The day is celebrated 
to raise awareness, promote prevention and treatment and produce action to combat the 
disease. 

 The day was celebrated on November 12 in 2009 by the Global Coalition against Child 
Pneumonia.  

 

Books and Authors 
Thavaasmi book launched by Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu 

 Vice President of India, Venkaiah Naidu has launched the book titled “Thavaasmi: Life and Skills 
through the lens of Ramayana”. 

 The book was authored by Rallabandi Srirama Chakradhar and co-author by Amara Sarada 
Deepthi. 
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Prime Minister addressed at the 20th Summit of SCO Council of Heads of State 

 The 20th Summit of SCO Council of Heads of State was held on November 10, 2020, in Video 
Conference Format. 

 The Meeting was chaired by the Russian President Vladimir Putin.Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
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Modi led the Indian delegation. 
 All SCO Member States were represented by their Presidents, while India and Pakistan were 

represented at the level of Prime Minister. 
 The Secretary General of the SCO Secretariat, Executive Director of the SCO Regional Anti-

Terrorist Structure, the Presidents of the four Observers (Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, Mongolia) 
of the SCO also attended the meeting. 

 This was the third meeting that India participated after becoming a full member in 2017. 
 India will host the next regular Meeting of SCO Council of Heads of Government on November 

30, 2020 in virtual format. 
 
Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri to inaugurate 13th Urban Mobility India Conference 2020 

 The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference was organized by the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs on 09 November 2020. It was inaugurated by Shri Hardeep S. Puri, Minister of 
State (IC) Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 The day-long Conference was held via Video Conference on the theme “Emerging Trends in 
Urban Mobility”. 

 The conference focused on innovative measures taken at national and international level to 
address the challenges posed by Covid-19 pandemic to provide accessible and convenient 
transport to the people. 

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, had issued the National Urban Transport Policy, 
2006 (NUTP) to ensure safe, affordable, quick, comfortable, reliable and sustainable access for 
the growing number of city residents to jobs, education, recreation and such other needs within 
our cities. 

 

 Obituary 
‘Scooby-Doo’ Co-creator Ken Spears passes away 

 American television editor, writer, and producer Ken Spears, who co-created the beloved 
animated series “Scooby-Doo” has passed away. He was 82. 

 Ken was also the co-founder of television animation production company, Ruby-Spears 
Productions, along with the late Joe Ruby. 

 Together, Spears and Ruby created Scooby-Doo, Dynomutt, Dog Wonder, and Jabberjaw, 
among other programs. 

 

 Sports 
Mumbai Indians wins IPL 2020 trophy  

 Mumbai Indians defeated Delhi Capitals in the final of Dream11 Indian Premier League (IPL) 
2020 to lift their fifth IPL trophy. 

 Rohit Sharma adjudged Game Changer of the Match in the final of IPL 2020. 
 Trent Boult named the Player of the Match in the final of IPL 2020. 
 Kings XI Punjab skipper KL Rahul bags the Orange Cap. 
 Game Changer of the Season: KL Rahul. 
 Delhi Capitals’ Kagiso Rabada wins the Purple Cap. 
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 Emerging Player of the season: Devdutt Padikkal (RCB). 
 Rajasthan Royals speedster Jofra Archer emerges as the Most Valuable Player. 
 

 Appointments and Resignations 
Former chief secretary MM Kutty to be chairperson of CAQM 

 Former Chief Secretary of Delhi, M.M. Kutty was appointed as the chairperson of Commission 
for Air Quality Management(CAQM) in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas. 

 The CAQM was formed on October 28 after dissolving several pollution-monitoring bodies, 
including most prominently the 22-year-old, Environment Pollution Prevention & Control 
Authority (EPCA) that has so far addressed air pollution in the Delhi NCR. 

 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC) director Akshay Kumar Singh appointed as new MD & CEO of Petronet LNG 

 Akshay Kumar Singh, the Indian Oil Corp (IOC) director-pipelines, has been appointed as the 
new managing director and chief executive of Petronet LNG Ltd, India’s biggest gas importer. 

 Singh replaces Prabhat Singh who completed his five-year term on September 13, 2020. 
 Petronet is a joint venture of IOC, GAIL, Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) and BPCL. 
 

 Days 
National Education Day 

 In India, the National Education Day is celebrated on 11 November every year to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first education minister of independent 
India. 

 The day was announced by the Ministry of Human Resource Development on 11 September 
2008. 

 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad served as education minister from 15 August 1947 to 2 February 
1958. 

  
World Science Day for Peace and Development 

 World Science Day for Peace and Development is celebrated each year on November 10 every 
year. This day is celebrated to highlight the important role that science play in society and the 
need to engage the wider public in debates on emerging scientific issues. 

 This year World Science Day for Peace and Development theme is “Science for and with 
Society”. 

 This year the focus of World Science Day is on “Science for and with Society in dealing with the 
global pandemic.” 
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Nagaland’s Hornbill Festival to be celebrated virtually 

 Nagaland govt decides to celebrate Hornbill Festival virtually this year, amid the surge in C-19 
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cases in the country. This festival is also called the Festival of Festivals. It is held every year from 
December 1 to 10, showcases the culture, heritage, food and customs of Naga tribes. 

 16 tribes come together to celebrate their traditions with dance performances. Tourists from 
across the globe attend the 10-day gala. 

 
Pakke Tiger Reserve provide C-19 Insurance to Green Soldiers 

 Pakke Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Arunachal Pradesh has become the first in the eight-State 
northeast to provide insurance cover against C-19 for “green soldiers”. Eight-State northeast 
includes Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and 
Tripura. 

 57 frontline staff (referred to as green soldiers) of the Park have been insured for nine months 
against health issues due to the infection by the C-19. The forest guards are rightly the green 
soldiers in the frontline of India’s wildlife, and the onus of wildlife conservation pretty much 
falls on them. 

  
FASTags mandatory for all four-wheelers from January 1, 2021 

 The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has issued a notification that FASTags 
will become mandatory for all four-wheelers, including old vehicles, from January 1, 2021. For 
this government has made an amendment in FORM 51 (certificate of Insurance), wherein the 
details of FASTag ID shall be captured. This shall be applicable w.e.f. April 1, 2021. 

 Government has amended the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 to make FASTag mandatory 
for registration of new four-wheeled vehicles, including for those sold before December 1, 
2017. 

 FASTag would be supplied by the vehicle manufacturers or their dealers during registration. 
 Apart from this, a valid FASTag will also be mandatory while getting new third party insurance. 

The initiative aims to promote electronic toll collection and ensure that payment of fees is done 
at toll plazas through the electronic means only so that the vehicles pass seamlessly through the 
toll plazas. 

 

 SPORTS 
Russian Daniil Medvedev wins Paris Master 2020 

 Russian, Daniil Medvedev has won Paris Master 2020 title in tennis, when he beat Alexander 
Zverev 5-7, 6-4, 6-1 in Paris. He became the fourth Russian to capture the Rolex Paris Masters 
title. 

 The World No. 5 earned his first service break at 4-4 in the second set and charged to the title 
from that point by winning eight of the final nine games. Medvedev joins countrymen Marat 
Safin, Nikolay Davydenko and Karen Khachanov on the Paris honour roll. 

 

 APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Indian diplomat Vidisha Maitra elected to UN advisory committee 

 Indian diplomat, Vidisha Maitra has been elected to the UN’s Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ). The election was a tightly contested one but 
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Maitra won with 126 UN members supporting her candidature for the only post for the Asia-
Pacific group while 64 voted for the opposing candidate who was from Iraq. 

 India has been a member of the committee since its inception in 1946. India’s win in this 
committee comes as India also prepares to take a seat as one of 10 non-permanent members in 
the UN Security Council for a two year period starting 1 January 2021. 

 
West Indies Great Michael Holding Appointed MCC Foundation Patron 

 Former West Indies fast bowler, Michael Holding has been appointed as a new patron of 
Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) Foundation. The 66-year-old Holding is a passionate advocate 
for equality in cricket and the wider community. The MCC Foundation is the charitable arm of 
the Marylebone Cricket Club, custodian of the game’s laws, and was created with the aim of 
enhancing lives through cricket. 

 Last month, actor, mental health advocate and cricket-lover Stephen Fry had joined the 
Foundation as a patron. The pair join the list which includes Claire Taylor, Mike Brearley, Mike 
Atherton, Mike Gatting. 

 

 AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Malayalam author S Hareesh wins the JCB Prize for Literature 

 Malayalam author, S Hareesh has won the JCB Prize for Literature 2020 for his novel 
Moustache. It has been translated into English by Jayasree Kalathil & published by HarperCollins 
India. 

 The JCB Prize for Literature is regarded as the richest literary prize in India. As per the norm, the 
Malayalam author will receive a Rs 25 lakh cash prize and the translator will receive an 
additional Rs 10 lakh. 

 

 BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Anupam Kher’s new book titled ‘Your Best Day Is Today!’ 

 Actor Anupam Kher’s latest book is titled “Your Best Day Is Today!”. He had announced the 
book, in which he experiences during the C-19-induced countrywide C-19. Through this book, 
Kher will recount his experiences during the C-19, several ups and downs, including the time 
when his mother Dulari and brother Raju Kher had contracted the virus. 

 His previous books are his biography Lessons Life Taught Me Unknowingly & The Best Thing 
About You is You. He is also a recipient of two National Film Awards. 

  
Ex-SPG officer pens novel “Rasaathi” on transgenders 

 Ex-SPG officer, Sasindran Kallinkeel’s has penned a novel named “Rasaathi: The Other Side of a 
Transgender”. The main character in the novel, published by BookMitra, is a transgender named 
Rasaathi born in a well-to-do family in South India. 

 Rasaathi, meaning princess, is in the late 40s who wants people to treat transgenders like 
human beings by showering love, affection, sympathy and recognise their pathetic and horrible 
life. 
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NATIONAL 
NGT bans sale and use of firecrackers in Delhi-NCR 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a total ban on the sale and use of firecrackers in 
the Delhi-NCR region from 9 November to 30 November. The ban will be applicable in cities and 
towns where the air quality is in the “poor” category. 

 NGT further added that in cities or towns where the air quality is “moderate” or below, only 
green firecrackers will be sold and the time duration of bursting them will be restricted to two 
hours during festivals such as Diwali, Chhath, New Year/Christmas Eve as may be specified by 
the state. Currently, the state governments have their own set of guidelines with regard to 
permitting/banning the sale and use of firecrackers during the festive season. 

 
Kerala launches “Parivarthanam” scheme for better livelihood of fisherfolk 

 The government of Kerala has launched a pioneering eco-sustainable programme called 
‘Parivarthanam’, to improve the livelihood of the fishing community. The scheme aims at 
improving the livelihood skills of youngsters along the coastline and also enable socio-economic 
uplift of the fishermen community. 

 Parivarthanam, which means change, will be headed by Kerala State Coastal Area Development 
Corporation (KSCADC). 

 The scheme will promote the processing and marketing of clean fish and its fresh products. 
 Parivarthanam will also guarantee a fixed price to fish-catchers as fair compensation. 
 It would also provide jobs to college dropouts and migrant workforce returning home due to C-

19. 
 Apart from this, the Central Institute of Fisheries Technology (CIFT) of Union governments will 

monitor the procurement and processing of fish besides ensuring its quality. 
 
1st solar-based water supply project of India launched in Arunachal Pradesh 

 Union Jal Shakti Minister, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has launched India’s first solar-based 
Integrated Multi-Village Water Supply Project (IMVWSP) in Arunachal Pradesh. The solar-based 
lift water supply project is ‘first of its kind’ in the country, and has been commissioned at a cost 
of Rs 28.50 crore. However, such projects will be carried out in other parts of the country too. 

 The project would provide drinking water to 17,480 people in 39 villages of Lower Dibang Valley 
district in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The solar-based Integrated Multi-Village Water Supply Project has been designed as an 
integrated project with three components, which are drinking water, green energy and tourism. 

 The project uses a green energy-solar grid, SCADA automation system, pre-fabricated zinc alum 
storage tank and HDPE conduit for mains, sub-mains and distribution networking system. The 
project also includes amusement park including swimming pool, amphitheatre, fountains, and 
sit-outs. 
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 AIM and Sirius jointly launch ‘AIM-Sirius Innovation Programme 3.0’ 
 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), a flagship initiative by the NITI Aayog, and Russia’s Sirius 

(Scientific International Research In Unique Terrestrial Station) have jointly launched ‘AIM–
Sirius Innovation Programme 3.0’. AIM–Sirius Innovation Programme 3.0 is a 14-day virtual 
programme for Indian and Russian schoolchildren. 

 It is the first Indo-Russian bilateral youth innovation initiative, which seeks to develop 
technological solutions, both web-based and mobile-based, for the two countries. 

 During the event, around 48 students and 16 educators and mentors will create 8 virtual 
products and mobile applications to address global challenges across a wide range of areas, in 
the wake of the C-19 pandemic. 

 These areas include culture, distance education, applied cognitive science, health and well-
being, sports, fitness, and games training, chemistry, artificial intelligence, and digital financial 
assets. 

 
 PM Modi: Shipping ministry to be renamed 

 The Ministry of Shipping is being expanded and renamed as the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways. This information was given by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 8 November 2020, 
during a launch event of Ro-Pax terminal at Hazira and flagging off the Ro-Pax ferry service 
between Hazira and Ghogha in Gujarat, which will reduce the 370-km road distance between 
the two places to 90-km by sea route. 

 The service will also cut the travel time between the two places to about four hours from 10 to 
12 hours. The ferry will make three trips daily, annually transporting five lakh passengers, 
80,000 passenger vehicles, 50,000 two-wheelers and 30,000 trucks, as per the release. 

 

 OBITUARY 
Filmmaker Sudarshan Rattan passes away 

 Bollywood filmmaker Sudarshan Rattan passed away due to C-19. He was known for his 1986 
film Manav Hatya, starring Madhuri Dixit and Shekhar Suman. 

 Apart from this, the late filmmaker had also written, directed and produced the 1996 action 
drama film Hahakaar, starring Sudhir Pandey, Shafi Inamdar, Neelima Azeem and Johny Lever 
among others. 

 

 IMPORTANT DAYS 
National Legal Services Day: 09 November 

 In India, 09 November is celebrated as “National Legal Services Day” every year by all Legal 
Services Authorities, to commemorate the enactment of the Legal Services Authorities Act 
1987. 

 The Day is celebrated to make people aware of the various provisions under the Legal Services 
Authorities Act and the right of the litigants. The aim of celebrating this day is to offer free of 
charge, proficient and legal services to the people belonging to weaker sections of society. It 
also seeks to make sure the availability of free services to weaker section people as well as 
making them conscious about their rights. 
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 On 11 October 1987, the Legal Services Authorities Act 1987 was enacted, while the act took 
effect on 9 November 1995. The day was started by the Supreme Court of India in 1995 to 
provide help and support to poor and weaker sections of the society. It was established with a 
mandate to offer help and support to a weaker and poor group of sections of people which may 
be women, disabled persons, Scheduled Tribes (STs), children, Scheduled Castes (SCs), human 
trafficking victims as well as natural calamities victims. 

  
International Day of Radiology: 08 November 

 International Day of Radiology is observed globally on 8th November every year. The day is 
celebrated to promote the awareness of the value that radiology contributes to safe patient 
care, and improving public understanding of the vital role radiologists and radiographers play in 
the healthcare continuum. 

 In 2020, the International Day of Radiology will therefore be dedicated to all imaging 
professionals and their essential role in fighting the C-19 pandemic making an indispensable 
contribution to the diagnosis and treatment of C-19 patients. The motto of International Day of 
Radiology 2020: ‘Radiologists and radiographers supporting patients during C-19’. 

 

 AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Vidya Balan’s short film ‘Natkhat’ eligible for Oscar nomination 

 The Indian film ‘Natkhat’, starring and co-produced by Vidya Balan, has won the top prize at the 
third edition of Best Of India Short Film Festival 2020. By winning the festival, the film has 
become eligible for 2021 Oscar qualification. The film has been directed by Shaan Vyas and co-
produced by Ronnie Screwvala and Vidya Balan. 

 The film also won cash prize money of $2,500 (approximately Rs 1,85,497) and an opportunity 
for a television broadcast deal on ShortsTV. The Best of India Festival has been established by 
ShortsTV since 2018 to honour and recognize the exceptional work of the Indian (India) 
filmmaker. 

 

Current Affairs PDF- November 08, 2020 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Joe Biden wins the US presidential election 

 Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. has defeated Donald Trump to become the 46th U.S. president. 
Biden will become the oldest president-elect in U.S. history and the first to oust a sitting 
commander-in-chief after one term since Bill Clinton defeated George H.W. Bush in 1992. 
Biden’s electoral college vote to 290, surpassing the 270 needed to win the White House. 
Biden’s running mate, California Senator Kamala Harris, becomes the first Black and Indian-
American woman to serve as vice president. 

 Biden Jr. was born November 20, 1942, at St. Mary’s Hospital in Scranton, Pennsylvania. A 
member of the Democratic Party, Biden previously served as the 47th vice president from 2009 
to 2017 and United States Senator for Delaware from 1973 to 2009. 
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 NATIONAL 
India-Italy Virtual Bilateral Summit 2020 

 The Bilateral Summit between India and Italy was held virtually on 6th November 2020. The 
Summit was attended by the Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of 
Italy Prof. Giuseppe Conte. The two leaders reviewed the broad framework of the bilateral 
relationship and reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen cooperation against common 
global challenges, including the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 A wide range of issues was discussed including political, economic, scientific & technological, 
space and defence cooperation. 15 MoUs/Agreements were signed during the Summit in 
various sectors such as energy, fisheries, shipbuilding, design etc. 

  
ISRO launches PSLV C49 with 10 satellites 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)  has launched the 51st mission of Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV). This is the first mission by ISRO in 2020. The carrier vehicle PSLV C49 will 
deliver 10 satellites in all with EOS-01 as the primary one. It is the 51st mission of Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV). The carrier was launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in 
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. 

 The EOS-01, an earth observation satellite, was intended to provide agriculture, forestry and 
disaster management support. The nine customer satellites are from Lithuania (1), Luxembourg 
(4) and USA (4). The customer satellites were being launched under a commercial agreement 
with NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), department of space.Two-day joint coastal security 
exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’ begins 

 A two-day joint coastal security exercise, “Sagar Kavach” was launched at Paradip Coast, Odisha. 
The exercise is being carried out by a joint effort of the state of Odisha and West Bengal 
governments. 

 The main purpose of the exercise is to carry out the exercise on the coast of Paradip this year, 
just like every year after the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. The exercise is being carried out to prevent 
a repeat of the Mumbai attacks by sea.More than 10 such departments, including the Indian 
Navy, the Indian Coast Guard, the Odisha Police, the local fishermen, the forest department, 
and the port marine department, have joined the joint exercise. 

 It will run for two days, with red and green forces being formed to infiltrate and prevent 
attacks. This year for coastal security the exercise was named “Sagar Kavach”. 

  
PM Modi Chairs Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR) 2020 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired the Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR) 2020 
Conference, aimed at attracting investment in the country. It provided a platform for exclusive 
dialogue between leading global institutional investors, Indian business leaders and the highest 
decision-makers from the government of India and financial market regulators. The Indian side 
included business leaders, financial market regulators, finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman and 
RBI governor Shaktikanta Das. 

 The conference focused on discussions around India’s economic and investment outlook, 
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structural reforms and the government’s vision for making the country a $5 trillion economy. 
 The Virtual Global Investor Roundtable (VGIR) was organised by the Ministry of Finance and the 

National Investment and Infrastructure Fund. 
 The roundtable witnessed participation from 20 of the world’s largest pension and sovereign 

wealth funds with total assets under management of about USD 6 trillion. 
 These global institutional investors represent key regions including the US, Europe, Canada, 

Korea, Japan, Middle East, Australia, and Singapore. 
 
Manipur’s Gyanendro Ningombam becomes new president of Hockey India 

 Manipur’s Gyanendro Ningombam was elected unopposed as the President of Hockey India, 
while former President Mohd Mushtaque Ahmad is back in the Hockey India Executive Board 
after being Elected Unopposed for the Senior Vice President post. 

 Earlier, Gyanendro Ningombam has been serving as the Officiating President of Hockey India 
since July 2020. 

 

 SUMMITS AND MOU’S 
Dharmendra Pradhan co-chairs 4th Meeting of the OPEC-India Dialogue 

 The 4th High-Level Meeting of the OPEC-India Dialogue was hosted by the OPEC Secretariat. The 
Meeting was co-chaired by HE Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo, Secretary-General of OPEC and Shri 
Dharmendra Pradhan, India’s Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of Steel. 

 Key matters discussed at the meeting included rapidly changing global energy landscape, 
overcoming energy challenges, global oil price mechanisms, measures being taken by OPEC and 
its partners for balancing oil markets, and on ensuring oil supply security for India. 

 This was the first time that the meeting of this Institutional Dialogue was held virtually due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The virtual meeting was joined by OPEC Member countries, Secretary Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, Government of India and CMD & MDs of India’s oil and gas industry from both the 
public and the private sector. 

 The first such dialogue was held in 2015. It was informed that the next High-Level Meeting of 
the OPEC-India Dialogue will be held in 2021, and if possible in person, in New Delhi. 

  
Whatsapp Partners with 5 Banks for UPI Payment 

 WhatsApp has partnered with five Indian banks to process its payment services. These are State 
Bank of India, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank and Jio Payments Bank. The Facebook-owned 
messaging platform, WhatsApp Inc., has received the approval from the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) to launch its Unified Payments Interface (UPI) based payments 
services in India, to let users send or receive money across the country. 

 The service can however be expanded in a graded manner. It means that initially, Whatsapp can 
only roll out the payments service to only its 20 million users. The payment system will be rolled 
out in ten Indian regional languages in the latest version of WhatsApp app. 
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AAI Signs MoU With NTPC Subsidiary, NVVN 
 The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with a 

subsidiary of NTPC Ltd, NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN), to promote usage of electric 
vehicles and set up solar power plants at the airports managed and operated by AAI. 

 NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN) will be provided adequate land and rooftop space by AAI, 
free of cost, at identified AAI airports to set up solar power plants. 

 Initially, NVVN will begin working on the projects at airports in Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan. 
 The solar capacity required at airports in Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan is around 55 MW and 8 

MW, respectively to become 100% solar-powered airports. 
 Apart from this, AAI and NVVN will jointly work towards supporting the government of India’s 

initiatives for the adoption of electric vehicles by the creation of public charging infrastructure 
and promoting the usage of electric vehicles at airports. 

 

 BANKING AND ECONOMY 
SEBI increases Overseas Investment limits for Mutual Funds 

 Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has enhanced the investment limits for Mutual 
Fund companies for overseas investments. Mutual Funds can make overseas investments 
subject to a maximum of US $ 600 million per Mutual Fund, within the overall industry limit of 
US $ 7 billion. Earlier it was USD 300 million. 

 Mutual Funds can make investments in overseas Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) subject to a 
maximum of US $ 200 million per Mutual Fund, within the overall industry limit of US $ 1 billion. 
Earlier it was Rs 50 million.  
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